Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


1 


^  A 


J 


wtm 


l.ir^OARY  or  THE 
LELAND  tilAi^i-JRD  <j,i.  UiilVERSITY. 

a 


ft.B  16  r900 


65th  Oonoebss,  )  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  (  Dooitmknt 
2d  Session.      )  (       No.  6. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


07  THB 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 


FOR  THB 


FISCAL  TEAR   ENDED   JUNE  30,  1897. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

REPORT  OF  THE 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT    PRINTING    OFFICE. 

1897. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR. 


Depabtmsnt  of  the  Interior, 

WMhingtonj  D.  (7.,  November  16j  1897. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
Department  of  the  Interior.  It  is  impossible  to  treat  satisfactorily,  in 
a  single  volume,  of  the  vast  and  varied  interests  of  the  great  internal 
empire  which  is  administered,  under  direction  of  the  President,  by  the 
Department  of  the  Interior.  I  must  content  myself,  therefore,  with  a 
statement  of  such  recommendations  as  the  interests  of  the  service 
require  and  a  brief  review  of  the  business  of  the  many  bureaus  of  the 
Department,  referring  largely  for  details  to  the  extended  reports  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Patents,  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  Pensions, 
Indian  Affairs,  and  Education,  and  of  the  Director  of  the  Geological 
Survey  and  other  executive  officers  of  the  various  institutions  which 
are,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  under  the  supervision  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

At  the  organization  of  this  Department  under  the  act  of  March  3, 
1849,  there  was  then  provided  a  clerical  force  aggregating  about  493, 
for  whom  there  was  appropriated  $183,468.26.  Since  that  time  Con- 
gress has  further  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  by 
adding  new  duties,  and  the  increase  of  business  caused  thereby,  as  well 
as  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country  and  of  its  affairs,  has  necessitated 
large  accessions  to  the  clerical  force  until  there  are  now  employed 
14,519  persons  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
to  whom  are  paid  as  salaries  the  sum  of  $8,776,555.    The  distribution 

of  this  enormous  force  of  employees  among  the  various  bureaus  and 
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offices^  and  the  aggregate  salaries  disbursed  to  them,  is  set  forth  in 
detailin  the  following  table: 


Boreana. 


Office  of  the  Secretary : 

BegularroU 

Censns  rolls  .j* 

Preparation  of  "Official  Register". 

Office  of  Assistant  Attorney-General . . 

General  Land  Office : 

Regular  roll 

Special  agents 

Transcribers*  roll 

Forestxy  anperviaora  and  agents . . . 

Miscellaneous 

District  land  offices- 
Regular  employees 

Temporary,  contest  cases,  etc.  a 

Offices  of  surveyors-general— 

Regular  employees 

Temporary,  mineral  cases,  etc.  a 

Office  of  Indian  AfEairs : 

Regular  roll 

Depredation  claims 

Allotments  roll 

Ifisoellaneons 

Indian  agencies 

Indian  schools 

Pension  Office: 

Office  force 

Special  examiners 

Pension  agencies 

Sxamining  surgeons 

Patent  Office 

Office  of  Education: 

Office  force 

Alaska  schools 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Railroads . . . 

Geological  Survey : 

Regular  force 

Surveys  in  Indian  Territory 

Office  of  Architect  of  the  Capitol: 

Regular  force 

Misoellaneous  employees 


aPaid  from  fees  and  private  deposits. 


Number 

of  em- 

ployees. 


182 

14 

4 


200 
22 


872 

38 

0 

7 

60 

316 
30 

104 
81 


1,026 


93 
3 
7 

54 

2,040 
2,407 


4,604 


Salaries. 


$220,070 
8,760 
8.300 


232,130 
42,650 


488.850 

61,850 

5,400 

15.260 

03,871 

517,970 
8,175 

141,450 
00,068 


1, 412, 914 


118,120 

3,600 

8,600 

111,365 

693,960 

1,057,211 


1,992,865 


1,642 
150 
475 

4,344 


2,086,710 
195,000 
488,640 
622,845 


6,611 
611 

3, 393, 195 
696,990 

43 

28 

52,020 
23,252 

71 

75,272 

6 

11,420 

833 
283 

514,290 
130,200 

616 

644.490 

12 
100 

14,448 
84,104 

112 

48.552 
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Bnreiint. 

Number 
of  em- 
ployees. 

Salaries. 

Goverxunent  Hoftpital  for  Insane : 

Pemia,n6nt  forcer 

515 
96 

$183,588 

TeniiM>nirv emnlovees r,x»TT--  r-.^rr. »,.-- r 

3,695 

611 

187,277 

MisceUaneons: 

TArHtoHttY  ^nd  AlAalrA ..    .    . 

17 
4 
8 

27,700 

Tteservations  and  narks. 

2.500 

District  of  Columbia 

0,600 

29 

39.800 

Grand  total 

14,519 

8,776,566 

The  appropriations  for  all  purposes  for  the  Interior  Department  for 
the  present  fiscal  year  is  $156,460,038.89,  being  $161,724.98  leas  than 
the  amount  estimated.  The  estimates  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  have 
received  my  careful  consideration,  and  have  been  so  reduced  as  to 
represent  the  lowest  possible  sum  required  to  administer  the  public 
business. 

The  following  comparative  statement  of  the  estimates  and  the  appro- 
priations for  1898  and  1899  shows  the  extent  of  the  reductions  made 
by  me  of  the  estimates  submitted  by  the  various  bureaus,  to  wit: 

Estimatee  for  1899  as  submitted  by  bareans  and  ofQces $165, 635, 950. 06 

Estimates  as  reduced 156,532,419.08 


Decreased  difference 


9, 103, 531. 00 


Estimates  for  1899  as  reduced 156,532,419  08 

Appropriations  made  for  1898 156,460,038.89 


Increase  of  estimates  for  1899  over  appropriations  for  1898. 


72, 380. 19 


Estimates  submitted  to  Con^press  for  1898.... 156,621,763.87 

Appropriations  made  for  1898 156,460,038.89 


Amount  appropriated  for  1898  less  than  amount  estimated. 


161, 724. 98 


Estimates  as  submitted  to  Congress  for  1898 156,621,763.87 

Estimates  as  submitted  to  Congress  for  1899 156,532,419.08 


Decrease  of  estimates  for  1899  under  1898 


89,344.79 

In  1883  the  Civil  Service  Commission  was  created.  It  was  made  an 
independent  board,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  required  to 
provide  proper  quarters  for  its  accommodation  and  to  pay  all  its  con- 
tingent expenses,  as  well  as  for  necessary  printing  and  binding,  etc.; 
and  daring  that  year  the  Commission  was  provided  with  stationery  to 
the  amount  of  $291.45  and  printing  and  binding  aggregating  $924.52. 

From  1883  to  1897,  inclusive,  there  has  been  expended  for  the  Com- 
misBioUi  from  the  appropriations  x>rovided  by  Congress  for  the  con* 
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tingent  expenses  of  the  Department,  the  sum  of  920,783.97;  from  the 
fund  for  stationery,  $16,152.86 ;  and  from  the  fund  for  piinting  and  bind- 
ing, $111,745.52.  The  following  table  shows  the  varioas  sums  paid  from 
the  Department  appropriations,  on  account  of  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion, during  each  year  from  1883  to  the  present  time: 

statement  ehowing  the  cost  of  etatianery,  miscellaneous  supplieSf  printingy  and  binding, 
furnished  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission  each  fiscal 
year,  from  March,  188S,  to  June  SO,  1897. 


Year. 


1882-83. 

188a-84. 

1884-S5. 

1885-86. 

1886-87. 

1887-88. 

1888-39. 

1889-90. 

1890-^1. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1899-94. 

1894-95. 

189&.9G. 

1896-97. 


Misoella 
neons. 


Total. 


a  $13. 89 
0163.54 
a. 41 
1,537.47 
1,385.02 
1,150.79 
1,012.09 
1, 288. 11 
1.885.46 
2,149.42 
2,778.36 
2, 003. 14 
2,667.19 
2,748.08 


Stationery. 


20.783.97 


$201.45 

292.01 

661.85 

230.68 

644.00 

1,115.12 

1,265.57 

708.48 

856.94 

1.001.24 

1, 205. 15 

1,909.19 

1,364.65 

2,328.77 

2,887.76 


16^  152. 86 


Printing 

and 
binding. 

$924.52 
3,070.89 
5,327.08 
4,197.93 
8,908.34 
9,667.60 
9,843.04 
6,425.60 
6,206.13 
8,229.82 

14, 177. 06 
8,666.79 
6.842.30 
9,633.40 

14,625.08 


111,745.52 


a  Estimated.    Ko  specific  record  kept  daring  year. 

It  will  be  observed  therefrom  that  there  has  been  since  its  organiza- 
tion a  considerable  increase  in  the  wants  of  the  Commission,  provided 
for  out  of  the  departmental  .appropriations,  and  there  is  every  likeli- 
hood, owing  to  the  extension  of  the  civil-service  rules,  that  such  de- 
mands will  continue  to  increase  rather  than  diminish. 

A  special  appropriation  is  now  made  by  Congress  for  the  rent  of 
a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Commission,  but  the  lease  therefor  is 
prepared  in  this  Department  and  the  rental  thereunder  is  paid  by  its 
disbursing  officer. 

The  Civil  Service  Commission  is,  as  stated,  not  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  Congress  has  recently  provided  a 
clerical  force  for  it,  and  the  moneys  so  appropriated  for  salaries  are 
expended  by  the  disbursing  officer  under  the  control  of  the  Commission. 
I  can  therefore  see  no  good  reason  for  requiring  this  Department  to 
disburse  the  moneys  appropriated  for  rent,  or  to  pay  for  the  contingent 
expenses,  stationery,  printing,  and  binding  of  the  Commission  out  of 
the  Department  funds,  which  are  inadequate  to  properly  provide  for 
the  wants  of  its  bureaus,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  that  separate 
appropriations  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  needs  of  the  Commission, 
to  be  expended  in  every  respect  under  its  own  supervision. 
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GENERAL   LAND    OFFICE. 

By  the  acts  of  August  7, 1789,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  intrusted 
with  the  duty  of  grantiug  lands  to  persons  entitled  thereto  for  military 
services  rendered  the  United  States. 

By  the  act  of  September  2, 1789,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
charged  with  certain  duties  touching  the  sale  of  public  lands,  which 
was  extended  by  the  acts  of  May  18, 1796,  and  May  10,  1800;  under 
the  latter  acts  the  Secretary  of  State  was  authorized  to  countersign 
and  record  in  his  ofBce  land  patents. 

The  General  Land  Oflfice  was  created  by  act  of  April  25,  1812,  and, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  charged 
with  execution  of  all  laws  relating  to  the  public  lands.  It  remained 
under  such  supervision  until  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  when,  by  the  act  of 
that  date  creating  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  it  was  transferred 
to  this  Department. 

The  public  domain,  estimated  to  contain  1,835,017,692  acres,  com- 
prises the  lands  now  owned  or  heretofore  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States,  which  were  acquired  by  cessions  from  the  original  States,  pur- 
chases from  France,  Spain,  Mexico,  Russia,  and  Texas,  and  treaty  with 
Mexico,  as  follows: 

Acres. 

State  cessions  (Western  reserve) 258, 504, 129 

Louisiana  purchase  from  France,  April  30,  1803 750, 686, 855 

Florida  purchase  from  Spain,  Feb.  22, 1819 35,264,500 

Mexican  cession,  treaty  of  Feb.  2, 1848 329,623,255 

Texas  purchase,  Nov.  25, 1850 62,266,953 

Gadsden  purchase  from  Mexico,  Dec.  30, 1853 29,142,400 

Alaska  purchase  from  Russia,  March  30, 1867 369,529,600 

Total 1,835,017,692 

The  apportionment  of  the  lands  comprising  the  public  domain  among 
the  various  States  and  Territories  was  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Cessions  hy  the  original  States, 

Acres. 

Alabama,  north  of  31^  N.  (from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina) 30, 990, 080 

IlUnoisCfrom  Virginia) 35,465,093 

Indiana  (from  Virginia) 21,637,760 

Michigan  (from  Virginia) » 36,819,000 

Minnesota,  east  of  Mississippi  River  (from  Virginia) ' 15, 922, 800 

Mississippi,  north  of  31"^  N.  (from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina) 27, 628, 420 

Ohio  (from  Virginia  and  Connecticut) 25, 581, 976 

Tennessee  (from  North  Carolina) 29,184,000 

Wisconsin  (from  Virginia) 35,275,000 

258, 504, 129 
>  Disputed  territory ;  also  embraced  in  cessions  by  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 
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Louisiana  purchase  from  France,  April  SO,  180S, 

▲cree. 

Alabama,  south  of  31°  north 1,667,920 

ATkansas 33,543,500 

Colorado,  east  of  Rooky  Mountains  and  north  of  Arkansas  River 36, 508, 000 

Idaho 52,830,200 

Iowa 35,646,000 

Indian  Territory 19,575,040 

Kansas,  except  southwest  corner 47, 239, 870 

Louisiana 28,863,188 

Minnesota,  west  of  the  Mississippi 35,766^640 

Mississippi,  south  of  31^  north 2,066,580 

Missouri 43,796,000 

Montana 94,057,000 

Nebraska 49,137,339 

North  Dakota 44,910,000 

Oklahoma,  east  of  100^  west 20,818,680 

Oregon 61,626,218 

South  Dakota 46,523,500 

Washington 42,746,920 

Wyoming,  except  southwest  part '. 53, 374, 260 

750, 686, 855 

Florida  purchase  from  Spainy  February  2S,  1819, 

Acres. 
Florida 35,264,500 

Mexico  cession,  treaty  of  February  f  ,  1848, 

Acres. 

Arizona,  north  of  Gadsden  purchase 52,550,100 

California 99,361,083 

Colorado,  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 18, 362, 650 

Nevada 70,336,500 

New  Mexico,  west  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  north  of  Gadsden  purchase. . .  27, 374, 182 

Utah 52,580,000 

Wyoming,  southwest  part 9, 058, 740 

Total 329,623,265 

Texas  purchtue,  November  26, 1860. 

Acres. 

Colorado,  southern  part 11,520,000 

Kansas,  southwest  comer 5, 143, 130 

New  Mexico, east  of  the  Rio  Grande 41,922,823 

Oklahoma,  west  of  100°  west 3,681,000 

Total 62,266,963 

Gadsden  purchase  from  Mexico,  December  SO,  186S, 

Acres. 

Arizona,  south  part 20,242,400 

New  Mexico,  southwest  comer 8,900,000 

Total 29,142,400 

Alaslca  purchase  from  Russia,  March  SO,  1867, 

Acres. 

Alaska 369,529,600 
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IX 


The  status  of  the  public  domain  on  June  30, 1897,  by  States  and 
Territories,  is  shown  in  the  h)llowing  table: 


SfatA  or  Territory. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

lUinoia 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory.  «. 

Iowa 


Kanaaa 

Louisiana 

Micliigan 

Minnt«ota  — 
Mississippi . . . 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebrasi^a 

Nevada 

New  Mexico.. 
North  Dakota. 
Ohio 


Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Sonth  Dakoto. 

Tennessee 

Utah 


Vacant  pabi 
lie  lamia.' 


Reaervwl 
lands.' 


Acres. 
532, 339 
54,400,211 

3, 922, 042 
43,841,044 
40, 037, 201 

1,797,662 
45, 962, 855 


1, 046, 589 

845,020 

522,431 

6,240,809 

441,220 

497,764 

71,432,917 

10,  G69, 353 

61, 578, 586 

56. 983, 047 

21,385,293 


8,105,238 
35,892,318 
13, 250, 718 


Washington 
Wisconsin . . 
Wyoming. . . 

Total. 


44, 205, 070 

17,958,536 

454,107 

49, 341, 583 


I 


591,343,953 


A  ere*. 

86, 240 

12,727,090 

1,920 

15, 127, 621 

6,223,653 

19,840 

2,  056, 273 

750 


19, 575, 040 


987,875 

1,474,834 

87,746 

4, 843, 229 


10, 780, 433 

118,667 

5,983,409 

6, 347, 711 

3. 050. 610 


6, 953, 257 
5, 904, 728 
9,225,802 


5,383,467 

6,050,224 

365,353 

8, 166, 002 


132,441,774 


Appropri- 
atod  lands.' 


AereJi. 
32,039,421 

5, 665, 199 
29,619,538 
40,302,418 
20,129,796 
33,446,998 

4,811,072 
35.464,343 
21,637,760 


35,646,000 
50,348,536 
26,543,334 
36, 208, 823 
40, 605, 402 
29,243.780 
43,298,236 
11,843,050 
38, 349, 319 

2, 774,  505 
14, 866. 247 
20, 474, 097 
25,581.976 

9, 441, 185 
19,829,172 
24,046,080 
29, 184, 000 

2,991,463 
17,838,160 
34,455,540 

4,925,415 


741,702,365 


ToUl  land 

surface  of 

State  or 

Territory. 


Aerea. 

32,658,000 

72,792,500 

33, 543, 500 

99,361,083 

66, 390, 650 

35, 264, 500 

52, 830, 200 

35,465,093 

21,637,760 

19, 575, 040 

35,646,000 

52,383,000 

28,863,188 

30, 819. 000 

51,689,440 

29, 685, 000 

43,796,000 

94,057,000 

49,137.339 

70,336,500 

78, 197, 005 

44,910,000 

25, 581, 976 

24,499,680 

61,626,218 

46, 523, 500 

29,184,000 

52,580,000 

42,746,920 

35,275,000 

62,483.000 


1,465,488,002 


Acres. 

Lands  vacant  1 601,343.058 

Lands  reserved^ 132.441,774 

Lands  appropriated' 741,702,366 


1,465,488,092 
Alaska,  to  which  the  general  land  laws  are  not  applicable  and  in  which  surveys  and  dis- 

posalsof  no  great  importance  have  been  made 369,529,600 


Total .^..... 1,836,017,692 


1  *'  Vacant  public  lands  '  (272,294^120  acres  of  which  are  unsurveyed)  arethosesubject  to  settlement, 


and  to  filing  and  entrv  if  surveved. 
'"Keserved  lands '^^  means  tn( 


lose  reserved  for  satisfaction  of  railroad  grants,  for  military  and 
naval  purposes,  reservoir  sites,  Indians,  timber,  and  those  embraced  in  unconfirmed  private  land 
grants— in  other  words,  all  lands  reserved  for  any  purpose  whatsoever  which  may  bo  eventually 
restored  to  the  public  domain. 

'"Appropriated  lands  "  include  all  lands  embraced  in  selections,  filings,  and  entries,  perfected  and 
unperfected,  and  the  area  of  lands  grante<l  for  school  purposes. 
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The  reservations  and  appropriations  of  the  pablic  lands  may  be 
classified  as  follows: 

Reserved  lande. 

ReservatioDS  for —  Acr«». 

Forests 18,993,280 

Military  purposes 825,425 

Indians 81,645,413 

National  parks 1 3,272,960 

Miscellaneous 27,704,696 

Total 132,441,774 

Appropriated  lande.^ 

Acres. 

Cash  sales  nnder  varioos  laws 214,414,395 

Homesteads 102,280,228 

Timber-culture  entries 16, 118, 228 

Military  bounty-land  warrant  locations 60, 252, 790 

Scrip  locations 3,008,516 

Indian  allotments 560,780 

Donations 3,006,128 

Railroad,  wagon-road,  canal,  and  river-improvement  grants  to  States 

and  corporations 106,584,898 

State  grants,  general  and  special  (except  railroad,  etc. ) 165, 476, 402 

Private  land  grants 70,000,000 

Total 741,702,365 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office  presents 
completely  the  work  of  that  Bareau  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane 
30, 1897. 

Patents  issued. — Thirty-two  thoasand  and  eighty-seven  patents 
were  issued  for  agricaltaral  lands  disposed  of,  a  decrease  of  2,103;  32 
coal  patents,  a  decrease  of  29;  1,085  mineral  and  mill-site  patents,  a 
decrease  of  391.  The  following  table  will  show  the  acreage  embraced 
in  patents  of  varioas  classes  issaed  daring  the  fiscal  year  and  the 

>The  areas  of  appropriations  under  the  heads  as  above  indicated  are  based  upon 
rongh  estimates  prepared  m  the  public-lands  division  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  it  is  believed  that  they  approximate  the  actual  areas  near  enough  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes.  The  difficulty  in  finding  the  net  areas  arises  from  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  the  rule  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  charge  the  areas  embraced  in  all 
entries,  selections,  etc.,  under  the  various  laws,  as  appropriated,  and  give  no  coun- 
ter credit  for  restorations  to  the  public  domain  by  cancellations  resulting  from  for- 
feitures, relinquishments,  etc. ;  also  Arom  conflicting  filings  and  overlapping  private 
land  grants ;  in  such  cases  the  area  of  the  land  in  conflict  being  more  than  once 
accounted  as  disposed  of. 
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amount  of  increase  or  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal 
year: 


Patents. 


Agricnltaral 

Coal 

Mineral  and  miUaite ...... 

Railroad 

Swamp 

Swamp  indemnity 

Indian  and  misoellaneous . 
School  selections 


Total. 


Acres. 


5, 133, 920. 00 

3,006.59 

28, 756. 47 

5,101,969.31 

800, 673. 12 

1,278.41 

500, 304. 37 

739, 417. 95 


12,309,826.22 


Increase. 


521,366.30 


26, 079. 61 


547,445.91 


Decrease. 

336, 480. 00 

3,279.18 

8, 195. 19 

10, 426, 875. 67 


3, 768. 37 


134,957.98 


10,912,556.39 


Net  decrease,  10,365,110.48  acres. 

The  railroad  lands  patented  (or  certified  with  the  effect  of  patenting) 
are  distributed  among  various  companies  as  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Names  of  railroad. 


Atlantic  and  Pacific 

St.  Lonis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern 

Central  Branch  Union  Pacific 

Central  Pacific  (proper) 


Do 
Do 
Do 


Central  Pacific  (successor  to  California  and  Oregon) . 

Union  Pacific  (successor  to  Denver  Pacific) 

Florida  Central  and  Peninsular , 

Gnlf  and  Ship  Island 

Hastings  and  Dakota 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

New  Orleans  Pacific 

Northern  Pacific , 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Vicksburg,  Shreveport  and  Pacific 

Oregon  and  California 

Oregon  and  California  (successor  to  Oregon  Coutral) . 

Selma,  Rome  andDalton 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

South  and  North  Alabama 

Southern  Pacific  (main  line) 

Southern  Pacific  (branch  line) 

Union  Pacific  (proper) 

Do 


Where  located. 


Do. 
Do. 


Union  Pacific  (successor  to  Kansas  Pacific) 

Do , 

Wisconsin  Central , 


Total 


New  Mexico . . 

Arkansas 

Kansas 

California 

Nevada 

Utah 

Idaho 

California 

(Colorado 

Florida 

Mississippi ... 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Louisiana 

Minnesota  — 
North  Dakota. 

Montana 

Idaho 

Oregon  

Washington  . . 

Louisiana 

Oregon 

Oregon 

Alabama 

Minnesota 

Alabama 

California  — 

do 
Nebraska. 
Utah 
Wyoming 
Colorado. 
Kansas 
Colorada. 
Wisconsin. 


Number  of 
acres. 


200.00 

6.012.00 

881. 15 

42,074.02 

101, 844. 82 

285,858.31 

8,004.24 

13, 504. 36 

104,827.00 

39,640.03 

27, 331. 88 

6,785.30 

120.00 

1, 335. 77 

113, 138. 20 

10,659.60 

571,491.46 

49,378.76 

40.00 

178, 665. 73 

8, 780. 38 

105, 535. 31 

11,153.46 

350.17 

113.62 

24L21 

89. 388. 31 

32, 960. 01 

005,455.09 

255, 120. 67 

904,040.84 

471, 256. 66 

423, 37L  41 

122. 514. 61 

29.799.95 


5,101,969.31 
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Surveys  of  Public  Lands. — Surveys  were  accepted  during  the 
fiscal  year,  after  examination  in  the  field,  careful  comparison  of  the 
surveying  returns,  and  inspection  of  the  plats  and  field  notes,  covering 
9,222,801  acres,  distributed  as  follows: 


state  or  Territory. 


Alaska  . . . 
Arisona  . . 
California 
Colorado  . 
Florida... 

Idaho 

Minnesota 
Montana. . 
Kebraaka. 
Nevada. . . 


Acres. 


100 
309,443 

1.298,355 

176,116 

1,856 

906,728 

356,299 

1, 601, 785 
111,642 
438,239 


state  or  Territory. 


New  Mexico. . 
North  Dakota 

Oregon 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Washington . 
Wyoming 

Total.. 


Acres. 


294,454 
229,:X)2 
648,891 
968.628 
509,254 
708,831 
572,818 


9.222,801 


The  appropriation  for  surveys  of  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  was 
1325,000,  which  included  $15,000  for  resurveys  and  $40,000  for  exami- 
nations of  surveys  in  the  field,  etc.  Deducting  these  amounts  and 
$10,000  for  the  reserve  fund  leaves  $260,000,  which  was  apportioned  to 
the  surveying  districts  as  follows: 


Arizona $3,000 

California 20,000 

Colorado 12,000 

Idaho 30,000 

Minnesota 7,000 

Montana \ 40,000 

Nevada 5,000 

New  Mexico 17,500 

North  Dakota 15,000 

Oregon 13,500 


South  Dakota $12,000 

Utah 20,000 

Washington 40,000 

Wyoming 25,000 

Resurveys 15, 000 

Examinations 40, 000 

Reserve 10,000 


Total 325,000 


The  apportionment  for  South  Dakota  was  in  June,  1897,  transferred 
to  North  Dakota.  Additional  apportionments  from  the  reserve  fund 
were  made  to  Arizona  ($225),  Florida  ($875),  Idaho  ($2,500),  Montana 
($3,000),  and  Nevada  ($4,000).  The  annual  surveying  instructions  were 
issued  July  28,  1896,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Gommis- 
siouer's  annual  report. 

Railroad  and  Wagon-road  Selections.— There  were  pending 
at  the  close  of  the  year  railroad  selections  embracing  11,436,809.58 
acres,  a  decrease  of  2,758,567.40  acres;  wagon-road,  299,164.15  acres, 
an  increase  of  78,724.31  acres.  Total  railroad  and  wagon-road,  11,735,- 
973.73  acres. 

Protection  of  Public  Lands. — Seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
cases  were  referred  to  special  agents  for  investigation  and  hearings 
ordered  in  102  cases;  1,110  cases  were  held  for  cancellation,  1,303  can- 
celed, and  366  examined  and  passed.  Final  action  was  taken  in  1,907 
cases.    There  were  pending  at  the  close  of  the  year  1,531  cases. 
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Timber  Permits. — ^l^inety-six  applicatioDS  were  received  daring  the 
year  for  permits  to  cut  public  timber  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891 
(26  Stat.  L.,  1093),  including  17  applications  for  renewal  of  privilege; 
an  increase  of  10  applications  over  the  preceding  year.  During  the 
year  35  permits  were  issued  and  44  applications  rejected. 

Depredations  upon  Public  Timber. — Three  hundred  and  seventy 
cases  of  depredations  upon  public  timber,  involving  public  timber  and 
the  products  therefrom  to  the  value  of  $635,064.78,  recoverable  to  the 
Government,  were  reported. 

The  amount  involved  in  propositions  of  settlement  accepted  and 
compromises  effected  under  section  3469,  Eevised  Statutes,  and  sales 
of  timber  and  lumber,  is  $37,990.81,  and  the  amount  involved  in  fines 
imposed  and  judgments  rendered  is  $73,548.98. 

There  were  pending  in  the  courts  145  civil  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
a  total  amount  of  $3,129,213.21  for  the  value  of  timber  alleged  to  have 
been  unlawfully  cut  from  public  lands,  and  305  criminal  prosecutions 
for  the  act  of  cutting  or  removing  timber  in  violation  of  law. 

The  lack  of  a  sufficient  force  of  special  agents  to  properly  investi- 
gate the  large  number  of  timber  trespasses  committed  each  year  upon 
the  public  lands,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  such  depredations, 
continues  to  be  a  source  of  regret. 

Forest  Fires. — The  devastation  of  public  timber  by  forest  fires  has 
been  a  matter  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress  has  frequently  been 
called  and  the  imperative  need  of  laws  to  prevent  such  devastation 
has  been  urged.  The^  repeated  recommendations  finally  resulted  in 
securing  action  in  the  desired  direction,  and  an  act  entitled  ^<  An  act  to 
prevent  forest  fires  on  the  public  domain  "  was  approved  February  24, 
1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  594).  Experience  thus  far  has  demonstrated  the 
wisdom  and  practical  excellence  of  that  law;  it  should  be  retained  as 
to  every  part. 

Information  regarding  the  tenor  of  this  act  was  disseminated  as 
extensively  as  possible  through  a  circular  issued  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  and  sent  to  the  various  subordinate  officers 
throughout  the  United  States.  Special  forest  agents  and  supervisors 
were  instructed  to  consider  the  protection  of  the  public  forests  from 
fire  as  one  of  the  most  important  of  their  public  duties,  and  were 
empowered  to  take  such  action  as  emergency  required  to  get  fires 
under  control.  All  attempts,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  Land  Office 
to  strictly  enforce  this  act  must  largely  fail  unless  a  sufficient  force  of 
employees  can  be  placed  in  the  field.  The  Commissioner  is  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  securing  for  the  conduct  of  this  work  hereafter 
appropriations  commensurate  with  the  needs  of  the  service,  in  which 
conclusion  I  concur. 

Forestry. — There  are  now  existing  nineteen  forest  reservations, 
embracing  lands  having  an  estimated  area  of  18,993,280  acres,  which 
from  time  to  time  have  been  set  aside  by  Presidential  proclamations 
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made  pursaant  to  authority  conferred  by  section  4  of  the  act  of  March 
3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  1096). 

Thirteen  forest  reserves  created  by  proclamation  of  February  22, 1897, 
were,  with  the  exception  of  two  in  the  State  of  California,  suspended 
by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  June  4, 1897,  until  March  1,  1898.  The  sus- 
pended reservations  contain  an  estimated  area  of  19,951,360  acres.  The 
preservation  of  the  public  forests  is  a  matter  of  vital  interest  to  the 
entire  nation.  The  enactment  of  adequate  laws  for  their  protection  and 
the  proper  enforcement  thereof,  coupled  with  the  inauguration  of  a  com- 
prehensive forest  system,  can  only  effect  such  result. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1891,  which  authorized  the  President  to  create 
reservations,  contained  no  provision  for  their  protection  or  care.  The 
importance  of  supplying  such  deficiency  was  repeatedly  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  as  a  result  the  act  of  June  4, 1897,  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  prescribe  such 
rules  and  regulations  and  establish  such  service  as  would  insure  the 
objects  for  which  the  reservations  were  created.  The  rules  and  regu- 
lations (Exhibit  A)  authorized  by  this  act  were  accordingly  prepared 
for  my  approval,  after  mature  consideration,  by  the  Commissioner  ot 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  promulgated  June  30, 1897,  proper  means 
being  adoi)ted  to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  public. 

It  was  my  intention  originally  to  establish  a  forest  bureau  in  this 
Department,  but  the  inadequacy  of  the  appropriation  for  the  work  pre- 
cluded my  carrying  into  effect  such  plan.  I  have,  however,  taken  such 
action  as  the  circumstances  permitted,  and  since  July  1,  1897,  have 
appointed  special  forest  agents  and  supervisors  to  patrol  the  reserves 
and  to  enforce  the  regulations.  Special  Forest  Agent  Pinchot  is  mak- 
ing an  examination  of  the  entire  forest  system;  Mr.  Ormsby  is  in 
charge  of  the  forests  in  Oregon  and- Washington,  and  Mr.  Allen  has 
been  assigned  the  reserves  in  southern  California.  These  gentlemen 
are  well  qualified  for  the  work  intrusted  to  them,  Mr.  Allen  being  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  plan  of  setting  aside  tracts  of  timber  lands 
in  this  country  as  forest  reserves.  They  have  had  competent  assistants, 
and  have  already  materially  aided  in  the  prevention  of  forest  fires  and 
depredations  upon  the  public  timber  on  the  reserves. 

Better  results  could  no  doubt  have  been  obtained  had  the  appropria- 
tion at  the  command  of  the  Department  been  sufficient  to  have  war- 
ranted the  employment  of  a  greater  number  of  assistants.  The  work 
performed  by  this  small  corps  will  be  a  nucleus  out  of  which,  no  doubt, 
will  grow  a  forestry  system  and  eventually  a  forest  bureau,  one  that,  if 
efficiently  conducted,  will  be  practically  self-sustaining,  and  a  revenue 
producer,  by  conserving  the  forests,  protecting  them  in  their  growth 
and  providing  for  their  proper  utilization. 

The  force  of  agents,  supervisors,  and  assistants,  it  is  needless  to  say, 
is  insufficient  for  the  proper  supervision  of  the  forest  reserves,  and  a 
material  increase  thereof  will  have  to  be  made  by  Congress  in  order 
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that  the  Department  may  satisfactorily  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  economy  and  a  wise  x>o1icy  to  increase  the 
force  to  make  it  effective.  A  trained  corps  of  from  fifty  to  sixty  forest 
agents,  supervisors,  patrohnen,  and  assistants,  judiciously  distributed, 
can  be  made  the  means  of  preserving  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  pub- 
lic timber  annually  from  sx>oliation  by  trespassers  and  destruction  by 
fire,  at  a  relatively  slight  cost  to  the  Government,  aside  from  the 
importance  of  the  forest  reservations  to  future  generations. 

The  report  of  the  special  forest  agent,  Mr.  Gifford  Pinchot,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Geological  Survey,  who  are  engaged  in  making  surveys 
of  the  various  forest  reserves  set  aside  by  Presidential  proclamation  of 
February  22, 1897,  will  not  be  received  until  late  in  December,  as  they 
have  not  yet  been  completed.  Those  rex>orts  will  be  brought  to  your 
attention  at  a  later  date. 

I  most  heartily  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  that  liberal  appropriations  be  made  by  Con- 
gress for  the  forestry  service. 

Depectivb  Laws. — ^Attention  is  directed  to  the  following  laws 
relating  to  the  public  forests  which  require  amendment,  to  wit: 

Section  2461,  Bevised  Statutes,  which  provides  a  penalty  for  the 
cutting  or  destruction  of  live  oak  or  red  cedar,  or  other  timber  on 
the  public  lands,  is  open  to  serious  objection  in  that  it  is  inadequate 
for  the  punishment  of  offenses  to  which  it  relates;  it  fails  to  discrimi- 
nate clearly  and  justly  as  to  what  constitutes  a  crime  with  respect  to 
the  use  of  public  timber.  As  this  law  is  the  principal  penal  statute 
ux)on  which  the  Land  Department  has  to  rely  to  check  the  waste  and 
destruction  of  public  timber  its  failure  to  meet  the  ends  desired  is  a 
serious  matter,  and  legislation  more  in  accord  with  the  needs  of  the 
times  should  be  secured. 

The  special  privilege  granted  by  the  act  of  June  8, 1872  (17  Stat.  L., 
339),  to  the  Denver  and  Bio  Grande  Eailroad  Company  to  take  timber 
from  public  lands  for  the  purposes  of  repair  on  a  portion  of  its  line 
continues  and  should  be  repealed. 

The  two  acts  of  June  3, 1878,  "Mineral  Act^  (20  Stat.  L.,  SS)  and 
"Timber  and  Stone  Act"  (20  Stat.  L.,  89),  practically  threw  into  the 
market  all  the  timber  on  the  greater  portion  of  the  public  lands  west  of 
the  Mississippi  Elver.  The  calamitous  results  predicted  and  antici- 
pated by  the  Land  Department  from  the  passage  of  these  acts  have 
been  fully  verified  and  realized  since,  and  material  modifications  of 
them  should  be  made. 

The  "  Permit"  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1093),  was  in  a  territo- 
rial sense  more  far  reaching  than  any  of  its  predecessors.  This  act  is 
defective  in  Mowing  free  use  of  timber;  it  is  unjust  since  it  allows 
holders  of  permits  to  compete  on  a  free  basis  with  parties  who  have 
acquired  timber  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  and  grants  exceptional  priv- 
ileges to  residents  of  States  and  Territories  named  therein.    When 


XVI     REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

enacted,  the  permit  policy  no  doubt  seemed  wise  and  necessary,  but 
exx)erience  has  since  demonstrated  it  to  be  vicious,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  act  as  well  as  the  extending  act  of  February  13, 1893  (27  Stat.  L., 
444),  or  legislation  to  restrict  permits,  is  urged.  Few  people  realize  the 
vast  amount  of  public  timber  taken  from  public  lands  annually  and  its 
great  value.  The  amount  of  trespass  yearly  reported  added  to  the 
value  of  timber  taken  under  guise  of  law  reaches  millions  of  dollars. 
The  general  trend  of  timber  legislation  for  fifty  years  has  been  in  the 
direction  of  making  vast  donations  of  timber,  which  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  by  iK>werfui  and  unscrupulous  organizations  in  amassing 
fortunes  for  individuals  and  cori)orations. 

Chippewa  ceded  lands,  Minnesota. — The  act  of  January  14, 1889 
(25  Stat.  L.,  642),  provided  for  the  examination  of  these  lands  in  order  to 
separate  them  into  pine  and  agricultural  lands  prior  to  their  disposal. 
Investigation  has  shown  that  the  estimates  made  by  examiners  hereto- 
fore appointed  under  said  act  were  erroneous,  and,  as  the  Indians  were 
in  danger  of  being  deprived  of  just  revenues  from  the  sale  of  pine  lands, 
a  new  estimate  has  been  ordered.  The  new  estimate  is  being  made  by 
experienced  woodsmen,  nearly  all  from  Minnesota.  Work  was  begun 
on  September  1,  and  is  goiug  rapidly  forward. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  7, 1897,  regulations  for  log- 
ging the  dead  and  down  timber  on  the  ceded  Chippewa  Indian  Eeserva- 
tion  in  said  State  have  been  issued.  It  is  thought  that  these  regulations 
will  furnish  work  to  300  or  more  Indians  for  at  least  the  entire  winter, 
and  possibly  result  in  realizing  quite  a  sum  of  money  for  them  from 
timber  heretofore  regarded  as  worthless. 

Des  Moines  Rivee  LandSj — Congress,  by  act  approved  August  8, 
1846,  granted  "certain  lands  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa  to  aid  in  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines  River  in  said  Terri- 
tory." Much  of  that  land  had  been  settled  upon  under  the  homestead, 
preemption,  and  other  public-land  laws,  and  Congress,  by  joint  resolu- 
tion approved  March  2, 1861,  endeavored  to  quiet  the  title  to  said  lands. 

The  sundry  civil  act  approved  August  18,  1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  372, 396, 
397),  appropriated  $200,000  to  be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  settlers  on  the  so-called 
Des  Moines  River  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  also  authorized  the 
appointment  of  a  special  commissioner  to  investigate,  hear,  and  deter- 
mine the  claims  of  all  settlers,  their  heirs  or  assigns.  The  special  com- 
missioner appointed  in  pursuance  of  such  authority  to  investigate  the 
claims  of  said  settlers  made  report  thereof  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1896.  Such  report  is  embodied  In  S.  Doc.  No.  258,  Fiffcynfourth  Congress, 
first  session.  It  shows  that  the  amount  of  awards  made  by  the  com- 
missioner to  settlers  and  claimants  on  said  Des  Moines  River  lands 
aggregated  $183,854.07.  Of  that  sum,  claims  have  been  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  amount  of  $173,911.57.  Only  seven  claims  remain  unpaid. 
Two  of  these  represent  $7,400.    The  remaining  five  have  been  partly 
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paid  and  await  only  the  address  of  the  parties  interested  to  complete 
payment  in  full. 

Irrigation.— Under  sections  13  to  21  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891 
(26  Stat.,  1095),  which  grant  right  of  way  over  the  pnblic  lands  and 
reservations,  excepting  Indian,  for  the  use  of  canals,  ditches,  and 
reservoirs  for  irrigating  parxK>ses,  the  right  of  way  has  been  approved 
to  149  companies,  individuals,  and  associations,  of  which  41  were 
approved  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  By  the  act  of  February  26, 1897 
(29  Stat.  L.,  599),  all  reservoir  sites  are  made  subject  to  application 
under  the  above-mentioned  act. 

There  has  been  a  revival  of  the  former  interest  on  the  subject  of 
reclamation  of  arid  lands;  meetings  were  held  in  various  States  and 
Territories,  and  delegates  were  selected  to  attend  the  Irrigation  Con- 
gress lately  held  at  Lincoln,  Kebr. 

Section  4  of  the  act  of  August  18, 1894  (28  Stat.,  422),  known  as  the 
Carey  Law,  which  has  met  with  quite  general  approval,  should  be 
essentially  amended,  however,  or  original  legislation  be  secured  which 
would  tend  to  make  more  secure  investments  of  capital  in  the  reclama- 
tion of  desert  lands  as  provided.  This  subject  was  treated  in  detail  in 
the  report  of  my  predecessor  for  1896. 

The  Arkansas  land  claims.— By  act  of  Congress  of  August  4, 
1894  (28  Stat.,  229),  provision  was  made  for  a  compromise  adjustment 
or  settlement  of  the  claims  pending  between  the  United  States  and 
Arkansas,  and  in  accordance  with  said  provision  a  compromise  was 
agreed  upon  and  reported  to  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  third  session. 
A  bill  passed  the  Senate  (S.  502,  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  first  session) 
to  approve  the  proposed  settlement.  Objections  having  been  urged 
against  the  settlement  as  reported,  the  governor  of  Arkansas  proposed 
and  consented  that  a  new  section  might  be  added  to  said  bill,  but 
upon  consideration  the  House  Committee  on  Public  Lands  adopted  and 
reported  to  the  House  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
governor,  known  as  the  Meiklejohn  amendment,  proposing  two  new 
sections  to  said  bill. 

The  State  legislature  by  concurrent  resolution  of  March  10,  1897, 
(over  the  governor's  veto)  pledged  the  State  to  carry  out  the  terms  of 
the  proposed  settlement  of  the  claims  as  modified  by  the  Meiklejohn 
amendment.  The  matter  now  stands  awaiting  action  of  Congress, 
further  action  affecting  the  lands  involved  having  been  suspended  in 
the  Land  Office,  and  it  is  urged  that  a  definite  decision  be  reached 
without  delay,  to  the  end  that  the  matter  of  settlement  may  be  taken 
up  and  pushed  to  a  conclusion. 

Mining  claims. — No  mining  claims  from  the  Upper  Yukon  mining 
district  of  Alaska  have  yet  been  received,  but  numerous  inquiries  from 
interested  parties  indicate  that  many  locations  under  the  mining  laws 
are  being  made.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  great  hardship  for  these 
claimants  to  be  required  to  file  their  claims  at  the  local  land  office  at 
INT  97 n 
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Sitka,  many  liandreds  of  miles  away,  aud  another  land  district  embrac- 
ing that  part  of  Alaska  should  be  provided  at  an  early  day.  Section  4 
of  the  act  approved  July  24, 1897,  authorized  and  empowered  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  discretion,  to  create  an  additional  land  district  in  Alaska, 
but  made  no  provision  whatever  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  the  reg- 
ister or  receiver  nor  necessary  expenses  of  the  office.  It  is  earnestly 
recommended  that  Congress  at  an  early  day  make  the  appropriation 
necessary  to  secure  the  opening  of  the  additional  land  office. 

For  a  number  of  years,  in  accordance  with  the  ruling  made  in  Depart- 
ment Circular  of  December  4, 1884,  as  to  the  right  of  a  lode  claimant 
to  establish  the  end  line  of  his  survey  wholly  within  the  lines  of  a 
conflicting  survey,  surveys  found  defective  were  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  rule.  Duriug  the  past  year  the  prac- 
tice, sanctioned  by  the  local  courts  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  Land 
Office,  of  allowing  one  conflicting  claimant  to  relinquish  to  another  the 
small  tract  on  the  center  of  the  end  line  in  question  has  grown  up,  thus 
practically  annulling  the  requirements  of  paragraphs  50  and  51  of  Oir* 
cular  of  December  10, 1891.  The  tract  so  relinquished  generally  con- 
tains but  a  small  fraction  of  an  acre,  and  the  result  is  that  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  amendment  of  survey  is  necessary  to  show  these 
small  relinquished  tracts.  On  this  subject  the  then  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  on  November  17, 1891,  addressed  the  register 
and  receiver  at  Glen  wood  Springs,  Colo.,  as  follows: 

The  practice,  which  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  relinqniBhments  by  claim- 
ants after  application  of  small  tracts,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling  other  claimB 
otherwise  invalid  to  be  made,  is  wrong,  involves  this  office  in  much  nnuecessary 
labor,  and  will  not  be  encouraged.  In  other  words,  if  no  adverse  claims  shall  have 
been  £led  with  the  register  during  the  period  of  publication,  or  if  so  filed  judgment 
is  rendered,  as  in  this  case,  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  it  shall  be  assumed  that  the 
applicant  for  patent  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  entire  area  of  the  claim  (sec.  2325, 
Rev.  stats.,  U.  S.),  and  he  shall  proceed  to  patent  for  the  whole  of  the  claim,  as  he  is 
entitled  so  to  do. 

This  holding  having  been  overmled  by  departmental  decision  in  the 
case  of  Adams  Lode  (IG  L.  D.,  233),  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  recommends  that  section  2322,  Revised  Statutes,  be  so 
amended  as  to  meet  the  views  relative  to  relinquishments  of  small  tracts 
expressed  in  said  letter  of  Koveniber  17, 1891. 

In  circular  of  December  9, 1882  (1  L.  D.,  694),  it  was  provided  that: 

No  application  by  an  association  of  persons  for  patent  to  a  placer  claim  wiU  be 
allowed  to  embrace  more  than  160  acres;  and  not  less  than $500  worth  of  work  must 
be  shown  to  have  been  expended  upon  or  for  the  benefit  of  each  separate  location 
embraced  in  such  application.  If  an  individual  becomes  the  purchaser  and  pos- 
sessor of  several  separate  claims  of  20  acres  each  or  less,  he  may  be  permitted  to 
include  in  his  application  for  patent  any  number  of  such  claims  contiguous  to  each 
other,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  160  acres ;  but  upon  or  for  the  benefit  of  each 
original  claim  or  location  so  embraced,  he  or  his  grantors  must  have  expended  the 
sum  of  $500  in  improvements. 
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This  circular  was  overraled  by  departmental  decision  of  October  31, 
1885  (4  L.  D.J  221)^  in  the  case  of  the  Oood  Eeturn  Mining  Company. 
Under  this  departmental  raling  it  is  the  practice  to  embrace  several 
claims  or  locations  in  one  application  or  entry  (the  average  is  two  claims 
or  locations  to  each  application  or  entry).  If  each  application  embraced 
jnst  two  claims  the  practice  would  not  be  insufferable,  but  the  records 
show  that  many  applications  are  made  for  single  locations  only  by  com- 
panies or  individuals  operating  in  a  moderate  way,  while  appb'cations 
by  individuals  or  corporations  operating  on  a  large  scale  include  almost 
any  number  of  claims  or  locations  provided,  only,  they  are  contiguous. 
A  single  placer  application  or  entry  is  made  to  cover  several  hundred 
acres  and  to  extend  several  miles  in  length,  usually  along  some  stream 
or  water  course,  and  there  is  one  case  where  an  application  covers  47 
lode  locations  which  were  all  included  in  one  patent,  the  record  of  which 
covered  42  pages.  It  is  true  that  this  is  an  exceptional  case,  but  it  shows 
what  may  be  legally  done. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  and  noting  the  fact  that  many  mining 
syndicates  are  already  in  the  field  competing  for  title  to  many  individual 
locations,  which  are  just  now  being  made  on  the  rich  mineral  discoveries 
in  Alaska,  it  is  recommended  that  the  mining  law  be  so  amended  as  to 
prohibit  more  than  one  lode  claim  or  more  than  160  acres  of  placer 
ground  in  an  application  or  entry. 

The  enactment  of  a  law  comx>elling  the  attendance  of  witnesses  in 
contested  cases  before  the  district  land  officer  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  transaction  of  business  at  those  places.  The  (Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  directs  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  a  number  of 
years  his  Office  has  advocated  the  passage  of  such  legislation  by  Con- 
gress and  renews  the  recommendation  of  his  predecessor  in  the  matter. 

Liabilities  of  reoisters  and  receivers  on  their  bonds  for 

THE   proceeds    ARISINO   FROM   THE    SALES    OF  INDIAN  LANDS. — lu 

the  case  of  the  United  States  v,  George  B.  Rogers  and  Charles  W.  Berry- 
man,  sureties  on  the  bond  of  Charles  W.  Danielsou,  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  a  decision  was  rendered  September  22, 1896, 
by  the  United  States  district  court  for  Idaho  and  affirmed,  on  appeal,  by 
the  circuit  court  of  appeals  for  the  ninth  circuit,  July  1, 1897,  holding 
^Hhat  it  is  not  a  part  of  the  duties  of  registers  and  receivers  to  sell 
Indian  lands,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  such  lands  are  not  public 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  but  are  trust  funds  for  which  the  sureties 
on  receivers'  bonds  are  not  liable  or  responsible  to  the  United  States  if 
their  principals  fail  to  pay  over  an  account  for  the  same." 

Neither  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  nor  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  Department  of  Justice  deem  an  appeal  advisable,  as 
both  of  said  decisions  were  based  on  that  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  m  the  Brindle  Case  (110  U.  S.,  6SS)^  which  covers  every  point  in 
this  case.    The  Brindle  Case  further  holds,  in  effect,  that  registers  and 
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receivers  may  receive  the  same  compensation  firom  the  sale  of  Indian 
lands  that  they  do  from  the  sale  of  pablic  lands;  that  if  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  Indian  lands  are  sufficient  they  are  entitled  to  the 
maximum  compensation  of  $3,000  in  addition  to  the  compensation 
allowed  them  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public  lands.  So  that  their  com- 
pensation for  the  sale  of  both  classes  of  lands  may  reach  $6,000. 

At  the  present  time  Indian  lands  are  being  disposed  of  at  ten  or 
more  land  offices,  the  proceeds  of  which  amount  to  liundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  a  year,  for  which  the  sureties  on  the  bonds  of  receivers 
are  not  liable.  In  order  to  secure  and  protect  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  it  is  recommended  that  there  be  added  to  section  2234^ 
Revised  Statutes,  as  it  now  stands,  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

Who  sliall  have  charge  of  and  attend  to  the  sale  of  the  pnblic  and  Indian  lands 
within  their  respective  land  districts^  as  provided  for  by  law  and  official  regulations, 
and  receivers  shall  be  accountable  under  their  official  bonds  for  the  proceeds  of  such 
sales  and  for  all  fees,  commissions,  or  other  moneys  received  by  them  under  any  pro- 
vision of  law  or  official  regulation. 

Abandoned  Militabt  Eesebvations  of  the  area  of  5,000  acres 
and  over,  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Interior  Department  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  23,  1894  (28  Stat.,  491),  for  dis> 
posal  under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884  (23  Stat.,  103),  are  subject  to  home- 
stead entry,  when  surveyed.  Those  of  a  less  area,  or  which  were 
turned  over  since  August  23, 1894,  are  disposed  of  only  under  said  act 
of  July  5, 1884,  at  public  sale,  after  survey  and  appraisal. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  reservations,  showing  date  turned  over 
to  the  Interior  Department,  and  the  area  which  can  not  be  disposed  of 
now  under  either  act  because  they  are  unsurveyed,  viz: 


Name. 


Date  of 

lelinquiBh- 

ment. 


Arizona : 

Camp  Bowie 

Fort  Lowell  (partly  aorveyed) 

Camp  McDowell 

California : 

Camp  Cady 

Camp  Independence  (wood  reserve) 

Florida:  Fort  Clinch I  Mar.   3,1897 


Nov.  5,1885 
Feb.  24, 1801 
Feb.  14,1891 

July  22, 1884 
do 


Idaho :  Camp  Three  Forks,  Owyhee 

Louisiana:  Ten  reservations  on  the  Gulf  Coast  partially  surveyed. 

Maine:  Fort  Sullivan 

Mississippi :  G  reen  wood  Island 

Nebraska:  Fort  Sidney 

North  Dakota:  FortBuford 

Texas: 

FortKUiott 

Fort  Hancock 


July  22, 1884 
Sept.  23, 1886 
July  22, 1884 
Deo.  18,1890 
Nov.  5,1894 
Oct.   25,1895 

Oct.  2, 1890 
Oct.  25,1895 


Area. 


Aerti. 
23,040 
51,631.36 
25,628 

1,562 

2,560 

Unknown. 

4,800 

a  6, 170.79 

1,250 

100 

640 

568,720 

2,560 
460.20 


a  As^gregate  area. 
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The  following  reservations  are  surveyed  and  ready  for  appraisal: 


Nome. 


Kaiiaas: 

Fort  Dodge 

Fort  Hays 

New  Mexico:  FortBatler 
Oklahoma :  Fort  Supply . . 
Wyoming : 

Fort  McKinnoy 

Depot  MoKinney 


Date  of  relin- 
qiiiHhment. 


Jan.  12,1885 
Oct.  22,1889 
Jnly  22, 1884 
Nov.    5,1894 


Area. 

Aeret. 

1.882.80 
a7,6u0 

3,010.78 
39,356.63 

25,600 
640 


a  Saspended  for  legislative  action. 

The  following  reservations  are  under  contract  for  survey:  Fort 
MePherson,  Nebr.,  10,240  acres;  Fort  Stephenson,  N.  Dak.,  48,000 
acres;  Fort  Klamath  (Hay),  Oreg.,  2,135.68  acres,  and  Fort  Sully, 
S.  Dak.,  28,800  acres. 

The  appropriation  of  $6,000  made  by  the  last  Congress  for  the  sur- 
vey, appraisal,  and  sale  of  abandoned  military  reservations,  and  for  the 
payment  of  the  salary  of  the  custodian  of  Gasa  Grande  Euin,  Arizona, 
is  about  exhausted,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  general  appraiser,  who 
is  now  at  work  at  Fort  Eandall,  S.  Dak.,  will  be  compelled  to  suspend 
operations  by  the  end  of  the  present  month  for  the  want  of  funds. 


PENSIONS. 

The  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was  created  March  2, 
1833,  and  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  It 
was  transferred  to  the  Interior  Department  in  1849. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  shows  that  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1897,  there  were  on  the  pension  roll  976,014  names,  an  increase 
of  5,336  over  the  number  on  the  rolls  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1896. 
Of  these,  there  were  16  widows  and  daughters  of  Revolutionary  soldiers; 
7  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812;  281  widows  of  soldiers  of  that  war; 
18,994  survivors  and  widows  of  the  Mexican  war;  6,661  survivors  and 
widows  of  Indian  wars;  663  army  nurses,  and  438,064  survivors  and 
widows  and  children  of  deceased  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  the 
rebellion.  The  latter  number  represents  those  pensioned  on  account  of 
disabilities  or  death  resulting  from  army  and  navy  service.  The  number 
of  persons  remaining  on  the  rolls  June  30, 1897,  who  were  pensioned 
under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  which  allows  pensions  on  account  of 
death  and  disability  not  chargeable  to  the  service,  was  508,799. 

The  number  added  to  the  rolls  during  the  year  was  54,072,  the  num- 
ber dropped  from  various  causes  was  41,122,  and  the  number  of  claims 
of  various  classes  disallowed  was  76,234.  The  amount  disbursed  for 
pensions  during  the  year  was  $139,799,242.12,  exceeding  the  amount 
disbursed  during  the  fiscal  year  1896  by  the  sum  of  $1,584,480.18.    Dur- 
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ing  the  year  994,454  pension  certificates  were  issued.  Of  this  number 
14,671  certificates  were  held  in  the  Bureau  until  after  the  expiration  of 
the  fiscal  year,  for  want  of  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  make  payments 
thereon.  Had  the  certificates  been  mailed  to  the  pension  agents  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year,  they  would  have  required  first  payments  amounting 
to  $2,191,694.63,  besides  the  additional  annual  value,  which  would  have 
been  a  charge  upon  the  appropriation.  This  amount  added  to  that 
actually  disbursed  makes  an  aggregate  of  $141,990,936.75,  of  which 
sum  $2,191,694.63  was  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1898. 

The  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  pensions  for  the  fiscal  year  1897 
was  $140,000,000. 

There  are  about  200,000  pension  claims  awaiting  adjudication,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  40  or  50  per  cent  thereof  will  be  finally  admitted.  If 
these  claims  are  rapidly  adjudicated,  they  will  swell  the  pension  roll 
from  $5,000,000  to  $7,000,000.  When,  however,  these  claims  are  once 
adjudicated  and  first  payments  made  thereon,  the  amount  of  the 
pension  roll  will  decrease  very  rapidly,  possibly  to  $125,000,000 
or  $130,000,000  the  first  year.  The  Commissioner  estimates  that 
$140,000,000  will  be  required  to  pay  pensions  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1899.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  statements,  however,  it  is 
probable  that  a  deficiency  appropriation  may  be  necessary.  He  recom- 
mends that  the  Executive  order  of  July  14,  1897,  suspending  the  oper- 
ation of  the  order  of  February  6, 1897,  consolidating  pension  agencies, 
be  continued  indefinitely,  as  the  interest  of  the  service  and  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  best  subserved  thereby. 

Attention  is  also  directed  to  the  fact  that  through  new  leases  for 
quarters  for  the  pension-agency  service,  judiciously  effected,  during  the 
fiscal  year  1898  a  reduction  in  the  amount  to  be  disbursed  for  rents  of 
$7,750  per  annum  has  been  secured. 

The  Commissioner  recommends  the  passage  of  a  law  providing  that 
no  pension  shall  be  granted  to  the  widow  of  any  soldier  who  shall  here- 
after marry.  Under  existing  laws  a  woman  who  marries  a  soldier  pen- 
sioned under  the  act  of  June  27, 1890,  is  not  entitled  to  pension  as 
widow  unless  she  were  married  to  the  soldier  prior  to  the  passage  of  t^e 
act  in  question,  whereas  the  woman  who  marries  a  soldier  pensioned 
under  the  general  law,  and  thereafter  becomes  a  widow,  she  is  entitled 
to  a  widow's  pension.  In  his  judgment  there  should  be  no  discrimina- 
tion. A  woman  who  marries  a  soldier  now  (thirty-two  years  since  peace 
was  declared)  takes  him  for  better  or  for  worse;  she  was  not  his  wife 
during  the  war,  experienced  none  of  the  hardships,  deprivations,  and 
anxieties  incident  to  the  life  of  the  wife  of  a  soldier,  and  should  not, 
therefore,  be  placed  on  the  rolls  as  such. 

The  following  table  shows  the  disbursements  for  pensions,  fees  of 
examining  surgeons,  cost  of  disbursement,  salaries,  and  other  expenses 
of  the  Pension  Office,  and  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  each  year 
fipom  July  1, 1865,  to  June  30, 1897. 
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XXIV    EEPOET  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

PENSION  APPEALS. 

Appeals  in  pension  claims  lie  from  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  These  appeals  are  con- 
sidered in  the  division  of  pension  affairs  by  a  board  organized  for  that 
purpose  and  are  finally  passed  apon  by  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  report  of  Assistant  Secretary  Davis  shows  that  there  has  been 
an  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  pension  appeals  filed  since  he 
took  charge  of  the  ofiQce.  A  large  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  is  required  for  the  consideration  and  disposition  of  these 
appeals. 

Some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  rulings  and  practice 
governing  the  adjudication  of  pension  claims,  which  are  believed  to  be 
in  accord  with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  pension  laws. 

There  were  pending  on  July  1, 1896,  1,069  appeals  and  28  motions  for 
reconsideration  of  departmental  action.  During  the  year  5,592  appeals 
and  270  motions  were  filed;  of  these  4,851  appeals  and* 224  motions 
were  disposed  of,  leaving  pending  on  July  1, 1897, 1,810  appeals  and  74 
motions  for  reconsideration. 

The  action  of  the  Commissioner  was  reversed  in  394  cases. 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  appeals  and  69  motions 
for  reconsideration  were  on  the  docket  on  June  1,  when  Assistant  Sec- 
retary Webster  Davis  entered  upon  duty;  since  that  date  3,056  appeals 
and  309  motions  have  been  filed. 

On  October  2  there  were  pending  2,950  appeals  and  200  motions  for 
reconsideration  of  departmental  action,  1,363  appeals  and  285  motions 
having  been  disposed  of  since  June  1, 1897. 

Between  June  1  and  October  2  the  action  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  was  reversed  in  187  cases. 

INDIAN   AFFAIRS. 

The  office  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  created  on  July  9, 
1832,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Upon 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1849  establishing  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  the  Indian  Bureau  was  transferred  to  this  Department. 

The  total  Indian  population  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
Census  of  1890,  is  248,233 ;  exclusive  of  the  Kew  York  Indians  and  those 
in  the  Indian  Territory  embraced  in  what  is  generally  known  as  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes,  they  number  approximately  177,178.  They  are 
located  on  177  reservations,  situated  in  various  sections  of  the  country, 
containing  approximately  33,404,837  acres.  Four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  have  accepted  allotments  of  land,  aggregating  about 
644,147  acres. 

No  serious  outbreak  or  disturbance  has  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  the  progress  of  the  Indians  toward  civilization  has  been  as  sub- 
stantial as  surrounding  circumstances  and  conditions  permitted.    The 
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necessity  for  their  becomiDg  an  independent  and  self-sapporting  x>^pl^ 
has  been  impressed  npon  them  by  all  proper  means,  and  they  have 
been  encouraged  to  take  allotments  of  land  in  severalty  and  work  the 
same,  engage  in  farming  and  other  useful  occupations,  and  to  place 
their  children  in  the  Indian  schools,  where  they  could  not  only  get  a 
knowledge  of  the  English  language,  but  receive  such  practical  instruc- 
tion in  the  several  trades  as  would  best  fit  them  for  competition  with 
the  whites.  Kemunerative  work  has  been  provided  by  the  Department 
for  the  Indians  wherever  it  has  been  practicable  so  to  do.  During  the 
year  1,464  were  employed  in  the  Indian  service  proper,  to  whom  were 
paid  salaries  aggregating  $272,285,  and  903  were  appointed  to  places 
in  the  Indian  school  service,  to  whom  were  paid  in  the  aggregate 
$187,046  for  salaries. 

Appropriations. — ^The  appropriations  for  the  Indian  service  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  aggregate  $7,431,620.89,  an  increase 
of  $242,124.10  over  the  previous  appropriation.  This  increase,  as 
appears  in  the  following  comparative  table,  is  more  than  accounted  for 
by  the  two  items  for  «'  Fulfilling  treaties"  and  for  "  Support  of  schools.'^ 


Cnrrent  and  contingent  expenses 

Fulfilling  treaty  obligations  with  Indians 

Miscellaneons  supports— gratuities 

Incidental  expenses 

MisceUaneoua 

Support  of  schools 

Total 


$738«540.00 

2, 933, 378. 17 

671, 725. 00 

84, 000. 00 

244,588.62 

2, 517, 265. 00 


1898. 


$740,040.00 

3,123,871.74 

673,025.00 

80,000.00 

182,012.80 

2, 631, 771. 35 


7,189,496.70 


7, 431, 620. 89 


Education— To  the  school  appropriation  of  $2,631,771.35  might  be 
added  nearly  $600,000  more  taken  from  tribal  funds,  making  the  amount 
devoted  to  Indian  education  over  $3,000,000.  The  wisdom  of  such  an 
expenditure  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  results.  Excluding  the  Indians 
oi  !NewTork  and  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  the  number  of  Indian  pupils 
enrolled  last  year  was  22,964,  of  whom  over  80  per  cent  were  in  Govern- 
ment schools.  The  enrollment  in  Government  schools  was  greater  by 
814  than  last  year,  while  the  enrollment  in  contract,  mission,  and  public 
schools  fell  off  1,422,  according  to  the  reports  received.  Many  Indian 
pupils,  however,  are  cared  for  in  mission  schools  which  make  no  rex)ort 
to  the  Government.  The  average  attendance  at  all  schools  was  over  80 
per  cent  of  the  enrollment.  It  is  disappointing  to  note  that  the  number 
of  Indian  pupils  cared  for  in  district  public  schools  is  smaller  than 
formerly. 

The  advance  of  the  past  year  has  been  improvement  rather  than 
extension  of  the  Government  educational  work  among  Indians.  The 
23  nonreservation  boarding  schools,  with  their  5,723  pupils,  and  the  73 
reservation  boarding  schools,  with  8,112  pupils,  and  the  138  day  schools, 
with  4,768  pupils,  have  been  greatly  improved  in  equipment  of  buildings 
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and  appliances,  in  the  school  carriculumy  in  personnel  of  employees,  in 
ideals,  and  in  general  esprit  da  corps*  Special  attention  has  been 
given  to  remedying  defects  in  ventilating,  lighting,  and  sewerage  of 
school  buildings,  and  in  improving  the  water  supply,  and  a  beginning 
has  been  made  in  supplying  schools  with  ring  baths.  As  a  means  of 
protection  against  fire,  and  thus  ultimate  economy,  the  Commissioner 
recommends  substituting  electricity  or  gas  for  lighting  by  coal-oil 
lamps. 

The  contract  schools  show  a  decided  falling  off  in  attendance — 1,281. 
Four  boarding  and  seven  day  schools  have  during  the  year  been  trans- 
ferred by  school  contractors  to  the  Government.  Other  contract  schools 
have  taken  a  smaller  number  of  pupils  than  hitherto,  owing  to  the 
reduction,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  the  amount  of  Government  aid 
extended  to  them.  From  9611,570  in  1892,  the  amount  of  Government 
aid  allowed  contract  schools  has  been  gradually  reduced  to  $159,514 — 
the  amount  allowed  36  such  schools  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  exclusive 
of  the  special  appi'opriations  made  for  Hampton  Institute,  Virginia, 
and  Lincoln  Institution,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  new  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  providing  a  boarding 
school  for  Pine  Bidge  to  replace  one  burned,  and  another  for  Rosebud, 
which  has  been  promised  for  at  least  fifteen  years;  an  additional  school 
at  Bed  Moon  issue  station  for  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes;  the  con- 
version of  Fort  Bidwell,  Cal.,  into  an  Indian  school;  the  assuming  of 
contract  schools,  already  referred  to,  and  the  beginning  of  construction 
of  buildings  for  schools  to  be  established  at  Chamberlain,  S.  Dak.,  and 
Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  Iowa,  and  the  construction  of  many  new  build- 
ings and  additions  to  buildings  for  schools  already  in  operation. 

At  the  Kasliville  Exposition,  an  exhibit  has  been  made  of  the  products 
of  school  shops  and  of  written  class-room  work,  with  photographs  of 
school  plants,  which  makes  a  good  showing  of  what  the  Government  is 
undertaking  in  the  way  of  Indian  education  and  of  how  it  is  succeeding. 

The  three  Indian  school  institutes  held  this  last  summer  at  Omaha, 
Nebr.;  Ogden,  Utah,  and  Portland,  Oreg.,  were  well  attended,  had 
excellent  programmes,  and  enjoyed  much  cordial  hospitality  from  the 
cities  in  which  they  were  held.  They  do  very  much  to  promote  eflS- 
ciency,  cooperation,  and  good  will  in  the  Indian-school  service,  and  to 
raise  standards  and  ideals. 

Allotments  and  Patents. — During  the  year  patents  have  been 
issued  and  delivered  to  the  following  Indians: 

Sioux  Indians  of  the  Crow  Creek  Reservationy  S.  Dak.  (issued  preceding  year 

bat  not  delivered) 830 

Cliippewas  of  Lac  Court  d'Oreilles  Reservation,  Wis.  (issned  preceding  year 

but  not  delivered) 89 

Warm  Springs  Indians^  Oregon 1 964 

J icarilla  Apaches,  New  Mexico 846 

Quapaws,  Indian  Territory 469 

Yakimas,  Washington 100 

Chippewas  of  Red  Cliff  Reservation,  Wis 169 
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Allotmentfi  have  been  approved  by  the  Indian  Office  and  the  Depart- 
ment, and  patents  are  now  being  prepared  in  the  General  Land  Office 
for  the  following  Indians  living  npon  reservations: 

Takimas  in  Washington 716 

Mission  Indians,  Temecula  Reservation,  Cal 86 

Chippewas  in  Minnesota 2, 159 

Schedules  of  the  following  allotments  have  been  received  in  the  Indian 
Office,  but  have  not  been  finally  acted  upon : 

Sionx,  Rosebud  Reservation,  S.  Dak 492 

Indians  of  Fort  Berthold  Reservation,  N.  Dak.  (schedule  received  in  1895  but  not 
reported  then) 949 

Issuance  of  patents  for  the  Mission  Indians  has  been  delayed, await- 
ing receipt  of  plats  of  surveys  from  the  surveyor-general  of  California. 
Effort  is  now  being  made  to  secure  to  the  Indians  certain  tracts  con- 
tiguous to  the  Mission  reservations  which  the  commission  of  1891  failed 
to  set  apart,  but  which  have  long  been  occupied  by  the  Indians. 

Allotment  work  has  been  suspended  on  the  Klamath  Beservation 
owing  to  injunction  proceedings  instituted  to  prevent  making  the  allot- 
ments within  the  lands  covered  by  grant  of  1864  to  the  State  of  Oregon 
to  aid  in  construction  of  a  military  road.  Allotment  work  is  in  progress 
on  the  Shoshone  (Wyo.)  and  Eosebud  (S.  Dak.)  reservations,  and  has 
been  completed  on  the  Lower  Brul6  Beservation ;  but  the  removal  of 
about  half  the  Lower  Brul6  allottees  to  Bosebud  will  probably  neces- 
sitate a  readjustment  of  allotments. 

Off  reservations  investigation  has  been  made  of  application  for  allot- 
ments in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  A  few  were  found  to  have  been 
made  by  the  Indians  in  good  faith,  but  many  more  to  have  been  insti- 
gated by  white  men,  whose  purpose  was  to  purchase  the  timber  for  an 
insignificant  sum.  Such  applications  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner  for  cancellation,  and  the  prosecution  of  the  white  men 
implicated  is  contemplated.  In  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Bidwell,  Cal.,  150 
allotments  have  been  made  and  assistance  has  been  given  other  Indians 
in  the  filing  of  their  applications.  The  request  of  165  Pi  TJtes  in 
Harney  County,  Oregon,  for  allotments  is  receiving  attention.  The 
Department  has  approved  schedules  covering  1,036  allotments  granted 
to  scattered  Indians,  most  of  them  in  California,  but  a  few  in  Idaho, 
Oregon,  Washington,  and  Arizona. 

Wichita  Beseevation. — For  various  reasons,  which  have  been 
stated  and  discussed  in  the  annual  reports  of  my  predecessors,  the 
work  of  allotting  lands  to  the  several  tribes  on  the  Wichita  Beserva- 
tion, as  provided  in  the  act  of  March  2, 1895,  ratifying  the  agreement 
with  those  Indians  dated  June  4, 1891,  was  not  begun  until  the  early 
part  of  the  present  year. 

Two  allotting  agents,  with  separate  organized  corps  of  assistants, 
were  on  the  reservation  prosecuting  the  work  on  the  first  day  of  June 
last,  when  the  Senate  passed  the  following  resolution: 

''  Resolvedf  That  the  right  to  compenBation  on  the  part  of  the  Wichita  and  affili- 
ated bands  of  Indians  for  their  possessory  right  m  and  to  the  lands  ceded  to  tl\ft 
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United  States  by  Bald  Indians,  under  the  agreement  made  and  entered  into  between 
said  Indians  and  the  United  States,  at  Anadarko,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  on  the  4th 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1891,  should  be  considered  and  adjusted  at  the  same  time  and  by 
the  same  tribunal  which  shall  determine  the  alleged  claim  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations  in  and  to  said  lands,  and  that  the  President  is  hereby  requested 
to  suspend  the  allotments  to  said  Indians,  now  in  progress,  until  the  compensation 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  said  Indians  for  the  lands  in  excess  of  allotments  shall 
be  finally  determined/' 

In  compliance  with  this  resolution,  and  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  work  was  suspended  on  the  5th  of  June. 

The  lands  embraced  in  the  Wichita  Reservation  are  claimed  by  the 
Choctaws  and  Ghickasaws,  and  in  the  agreement  of  June  4,  1891,  rati- 
fied by  the  act  of  March  2, 1895,  it  was  provided  that  their  right  thereto 
should  be  tried  by  the  Court  of  Claims  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
price  to  be  paid  for  them  by  the  United  States,  $1.25  per  acre,  should 
be  distributed  according  to  the  judgment  of  that  court. 

The  Wichita  and  affiliated  bands  insisting  upon  additional  compen- 
sation for  their  possessory  right  to  the  surplus  lands  above  the  quan- 
tity required  for  allotment,  it  was  provided  in  the  agreement  that  their 
right  to  such  compensation,  and  the  question  as  to  the  amount,  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  determination. 

The  suit  so  authorized  to  be  brought  in  the  Court  of  Claims  by  the 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  was  instituted  in  due  time  after  the  passage 
of  the  act,  and  is  now  pending.  The  resolution  above  quoted  seems  to 
look  to  the  consideration  of  all  of  tliese  questions  and  interests  by  the 
same  tribunal  and  at  the  same  time.  This,  I  have  no  doabt,  would  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  all  concerned. 

This  reservation  is  situated  in  Oklahoma,  and  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  surrounding  country  urge  speedy  opening  of  it  for  settlement. 
The  lands  are  desirable,  and  I  have  no  doubt  opening  of  them  to  white 
settlement  would  greatly  promote  the  development  of  that  section  of 
the  country.  Nevertheless,  in  view  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
questions  attecting  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  until  there  is  further  leg- 
islation, I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be  done  without  causing  them  great 
injury  and  distress.  The  subject  is  complicated,  so  much  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  say  what  steps  may  be  taken  without  prejudice  to  the  rights 
of  the  Indians.  To  guard  against  inflicting  a  great  and  permanent 
injury  to  them,  1  recommend  that  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized 
Tribes  be  authorized  to  investigate  all  questions  relating  to  their  rights 
and  claims,  and  report  such  recommendations  as  they  may  deem  just 
and  proper  for  the  speedy  and  just  settlement  of  the  same. 

Indian  Homesteads.— The  680  homestead  entries  made  by  the  Win- 
nebagoes  in  Wisconsin  have  been  investigated,  and  all  but  12  have  been 
finally  disposed  of  by  issuance  of  provisional  patents  or  by  cancella- 
tion. Some  of  them  were  made  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  others 
prior  to  that  date  under  Department  regulations,  and  the  rest  under 
act  of  January  18, 1881. 
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Ibbioation. — On  the  Navajo  Eeservation  three  ditches  have  been 
completed,  which  will  irrigate  about  1,000  acres;  other  ditches  are  in 
progress,  and  much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year  iu  repairing, 
modifying,  and  improving  ditches  already  constructed.  To  a  large 
extent  Navajo  labor  has  been  employed  with  excellent  results. 

A  thorough  recounoissance  will  disclose  many  more  points  on  the 
Navajo  reserve  where  lands  can  be  made  irrigable,  and  the  work  there 
should  be  continued  and  developed. 

Under  contract  dated  October  2, 1896,  the  Idaho  Canal  Company  has 
constructed  4  miles  of  canal  across  Fort  Hall  Eeservation  and  been 
paid  $30,000  therefor.  The  Government  has  constructed  a  main  lateral 
4  miles  in  length  which  can  irrigate  6,000  acres.  Good  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  extension  of  the  irrigation  system  on  the  Crow  Keserve, 
Mont.,  and  a  fine  system  has  been  put  in  operation  on  the  Yakima 
Beserve,  Wash.,  which,  with  the  construction  of  some  more  laterals, 
will  irrigate  50,000  acres.  Eight  other  agencies  have  received  help  in 
irrigation  from  the  $30,000  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  The  estab- 
lishment of  the  position  of  supervisor  of  irrigation  is  urgently 
recommended,  with  a  salary  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  a  thor- 
oughly trained  and  experienced  person,  and  he  should  be  provided  with 
three  assistants  to  superintend  constructed  ditches. 

The  Commissioner  recommends  that  the  following  item  be  inserted 
in  the  next  Indian  appropriation  bill : 

For  construction  of  ditches  and  reserv^oirSi  purchase  and  use  of  irrigating  machin- 
ery,jtools,  and  appliances,  and  purchase  of  water  rights  on  Indian  reservations,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  subject  to  his  control,  forty  thousand 
dollars;  and  of  this  amount  not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  doUars  may 
be  used  for  the  employment  of  a^snpervisor  of  irrigation,  including  his  necessary 
traveling  expenses,  and  not  exceeding  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  for  the 
employment  of  superintendents  of  constructed  ditches,  at  a  compensation  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  each,  on  reservations  where 
Buch  employment  is  necessary. 

Negotiations  with  Indian  tribes.— By  an  item  in  the  current 
Indian  appropriation  act,  Congress  ratified  the  agreement  of  April  21, 
1896,  with  the  Indians  of  the  Wind  Eiver  Eeserve,  Wyo.,  by  which  they 
ceded  to  the  United  States  a  10-mile  square  tract  constituting  the 
northeastern  portion  of  their  reservation.  At  the  same  time  Congress 
transferred  to  the  State  of  Wyoming  a  square  mile  of  the  ceded  tract, 
which  contained  the  Big  Horn  Hot  Springs,  and  provided  that  the 
remainder  should  become  a  part  of  the  public  domain. 

A  commission  has  been  negotiating  for  cessions  of  land  with  the 
Indians  of  the  Fort  Hall,  Idaho,  and  Yakima,  Wash.,  reservations^  but 
has  concluded  no  agreements. 

Commissions. — ^The  Puyallup  and  Chippewa  commissions  were 
reduced  by  the  last  Indian  appropriation  act  to  one  member  each. 

The  former  supervises  sales  of  Puyallup  lands  and  collections  of  pay- 
ments: the  latter  makes  allotments  on  the  Chippewa  reservations  in 
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Minnesota.  Daring  the  year  159  allotments  have  been  made.  Owing 
to  the  general  business  depression  thronghoat  the  country,  the  Payallnp 
lands  have  sold  at  very  low  rates. 

COMMISSION  TO  THE    FIVE    CIVILIZED  TRIBES    (DAWES 

COMMISSION). 

By  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  March  3, 1893,  a  commission  was 
appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  for  the  purpose 
of  the  extingaishment  of  the  national  or  tribal  title  to  any  lands  within 
the  Indian  Territory  held  by  any  and  all  of  snch  nations  or  tribes,  either 
by  cession  of  the  same  or  some  part  thereof  to  the  United  States,  or 
by  the  allotment  and  division  of  the  same  in  severalty  among  the  Indians 
of  such  nations  or  tribes,  respectively,  as  may  be  entitled  to  the  same, 
or  by  snch  other  method  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  several 
nations  and  tribes  aforesaid,  or  each  of  them,  with  the  United  States, 
with  a  view  to  such  an  adjustment  upon  the  basis  of  justice  and  equity 
as  may,  with  the  consent  of  such  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians,  so  far  as 
may  be  necessary,  be  requisite  and  suitable  to  enable  the  ultimate  crea- 
tion of  a  State  or  States  of  the  Union  which  shall  embrace  the  lands 
within  said  Indian  Territory. 

By  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  June  10, 1896,  the  Commission 
was  further  continued,  and  they  were  directed  as  follows:  To  hear  and 
determine  the  applications  for  citizenship  in  the  several  nations;  to 
cause  a  complete  roll  of  citizenship  of  each  of  said  nations  to  be  niade 
up  from  their  records;  to  file  the  list  of  members  as  they  finally 
approved  them  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs;  to  make  a 
roll  of  freed  men  entitled  to  citizenship  in  said  tribes  and  to  include 
their  names  in  the  list  of  members  to  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs ;  to  report  to  Congress  as  to  leases,  tribal  and  individual, 
and  also  as  to  the  excessive  holdings  of  members  of  the  tribes  and 
others. 

The  Indian  appropriation  act  of  June  7, 1897,  still  further  continues 
the  Commission,  imposes  additional  duties  upon  them,  and  construes 
the  words  <^ rolls  of  citizenship"  m  the  act  of  1896  to  mean  <<the  last 
authenticated  rolls  of  each  tribe  which  have  been  approved  by  the 
council  of  the  nation,  and  the  descendants  of  those  appearing  on  snch 
rolls  and  such  additional  names  and  their  descendants  as  h8.ve  been 
subsequently  added  either  by  the  council  of  such  nation,  the  duly 
authorized  courts  thereof,  or  the  Commission  under  the  act  of  June 
tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,"  etc. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  indicates  that  the  investigation  of  the 
rights  of  applicants  for  citizenship  in  the  Five  Nations  has  been  practi- 
cally completed ;  that  it  has  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  rolls 
of  citizenship  of  the  several  tnbes  and  has  negotiated  three  agreements; 
that  with  the  Choctaws  concluded  December  18, 1896,  in  which  the 
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Ghickasawsrefdsed  to  concur  was  saperseded  by  one  concluded  April  23, 
1897,  with  both  tribes.  The  latter  was  forwarded  to  Congress  the  18th 
day  of  May,  1897,  for  consideration  and  ratification,  and  has  recently 
been  ratified  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes. 

An  agreement  was  also  made  with  the  Creeks  September  27, 1897,  but 
the  ratification  thereof  was  refused  by  the  Creek  council  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote.  The  Commission  does  not  speak  encouragingly  of  the 
prospect  of  any  further  agreement  being  entered  into.  The  Cherokees 
refused  to  make  any  agreement  with  the  Commission,  and  negotiations 
with  that  tribe  have,  for  the  time,  been  abandoned. 

Agreements  concluded  with  such  of  the  Five  Tribes  as  have  consented 
to  negotiate  vaiy  so  greatly  in  their  provisions  that,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  eventually  a  uniform  system  of  government  must  be  provided  for 
the  Indian  Territory,  it  is  questionable  whether  any  of  the  agree- 
ments now  under  consideration  should  be  definitely  ratified  by  Con- 
gress until  the  desired  and  necessary  uniformity  can  be  secured. 

The  five  tribes  have  undoubtedly  violated,  in  many  ways,  the  spirit 
of  their  agreements  with  the  United  States  under  which  the  Territory 
is  now  held  and  governed,  and  while  I  do  not  recommend  any  action 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  shall  be  harsh,  or  that 
shall  seem,  in  any  way,  to  break  faith  with  the  tribes,  I  deem  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President  and  Congress  to  the 
chaotic  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Territory  growing  out  of  their 
methods  of  administering  the  business  of  the  respective  tribes.  Lead- 
ing Indians  have  absorbed  great  tracts  of  land  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
common  people,  and  government  by  an  Indian  aristocracy  has  been 
practically  established,  to  the  detriment  of  the  people.  A  large  popu- 
lation of  whites,  estimated  at  from  200,000  to  250,000  souls,  has,  by 
I>ermission  of  the  Indian  government,  settled  in  the  Territory.  These 
settlers  have  improved  farms  and  built  villages  and  towns,  but  they 
have  no  legal  status — no  property  rights — and  are  merely  tenants  by 
sufferance. 

The  abolition  of  tribal  courts  and  establishment  of  United  States 
courts  and  veto  power  of  the  President  over  acts  of  tribal  councils,  pro- 
vided for  by  act  of  Congress,  passed  June  7, 1897,  will,  it  is  believed, 
cause  considerable  improvement  in  the  government;  but  no  govern- 
ment for  the  Indian  Territory  will  be  satisfactory  until  Congress  shall 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  single  uniform  system  for  the  entire 
Indian  Territory  that  shall  place  all  its  inhabitants  in  possession  of 
the  rights  of  American  citizens. 

The  official  rei)ort  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Commission,  the  agree- 
ments negotiated  by  it  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians  and 
the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Commission,  inclosing  a  copy 
of  the  resolution  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek 
Nation,  rejecting  the  agreement  entered  into  between  its  representa- 
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tives  and  the  GommissioD,  are  hereto  appended,  marked,  respectively, 
Exhibits  B,  C,  D,  and  E. 

Greek  Warrants. — The  Indian  appropriation  act  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1898,  approved  June  7, 1897,  provides  that — 

Upon  the  properly  aathenticated  demand  of  the  Creek  Nation  made  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall,  through  an  officer  of  the  GoTem- 
ment;  disburse  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the  Creek  Nation  of  Indians,  only  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  government  of  the  Creek  Nation :  Provided,  That 
no  debts  shall  be  paid  until  by  investigation  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  be 
satisfied  that  said  nation  of  Indians  incurred  said  debt  or  issued  its  warrants  repre- 
senting the  same  for  a  full  and  valuable  consideration  and  that  there  was  no  fraud 
in  connection  with  the  incurring  of  said  debt  or  the  issue  of  warrants. 

Ill  pursnance  of  such  authority,  special  inspector  J.  W.  Zevely 
and  Assistant  Attorney  George  G.  Ross  were  directed  to  proceed  to 
the  Greek  Nation,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  with  a  view  to  determining 
whether  there  was  any  fraud  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  warrants. 
Their  report  shows  that  warrants  aggregating  $352,243.16  had  been 
drawn,  of  which  warrants  valued  at  $93,704.93  are  beyond  doubt  fraud- 
ulent, and  that  such  fraudulent  issue  was  due  to  a  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  certain  parties  therein  mentioned.  The  validity  of  the  remaining 
warrants,  aggregating  $258,538.23,  has  not  been  satisfactorily  estab- 
lished, and  no  payment  thereof  will  be  made  until  the  present  holders 
have  proven  that  they  are  valid. 

The  names  of  the  parties  implicated  in  this  fraud,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  ascertained,  have  been  given  to  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney with  a  view  to  their  indictment.  All  the  facts  in  the  case  have 
also  been  communicated  to  the  Department  of  Justice,  and  such  steps 
will  be  taken  by  the  Government  as  will  protect  the  interests  of  the 
Greek  Indians  and  bring  the  guilty  parties  to  justice. 

Leasing  of  Indian  lands. — ^The  last  Indian  appropriation  act 
limits  the  term  for  which  allotted  lands  can  be  leased  for  farming  and 
grazing  purposes  to  three  years,  and  for  mining  and  business  purposes 
to  five  years.  Under  the  previous  appropriation  act  the  limits  were 
fixed  at  five  years  and  ten  years,  respectively.  'No  change  has  been 
made  in  the  law  relating  to  leasing  tribal  lands. 

Tribal  lands  have  been  leased  on  the  Omaha,  Winnebago,  Otoe,  and 
Ponca  reservations.  Leases  of  allotted  lands  have  been  made  as  fol- 
lows: Gheyenne  and  Arapaho,  84;  Golville,  Grand  Eonde,  !N'eah  Bay, 
Santee,  and  Turtle  Mountain,  1  each;  Nez  Perc6,  28;  Omaha,  119; 
Winnebago,  78;  Ponca,  134;  Pawnee,  97;  Tonkawa,  59;  Sac  and  Fox 
(Kansas),  55;  Iowa  (Kansas),  74;  Puyallup,  6;  Eastern  Shawnee,  27; 
Modoc,  11;  Ottawa,  41;  Quapaw,  4;  Seneca,  88;  Wyandotte,  56;  Iowa 
(Oklahoma),  25;  Kickapoo  (Oklahoma),  11;  Sac  and  Fox  (Oklahoma), 
67;  Absentee  Shawnee,  100;  Pottawatomie  (Oklahoma),  60;  Gayuse, 
21;  Umatilla,  3;  Walla  Walla,  18.  Of  these  4  are  business  leases,  18 
mining,  and  the  others  farming  and  grazing. 
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Indian  lands  to  missionary  societies. — Small  tracts  varying 
from  2  to  80  acres  have  been  set  apart  on  seven  reservations  during 
the  year  for  the  ase  of  religions  societies  carrying  on  educational  and 
missionary  work  among  Indians,  as  follows : 


Kame  of  church  or  aooietj. 

Acres. 

Reservation. 

Protoatant  EDincoDftl 

120 
40 
10 

(«) 
»5 

«2 

80 

Ponca,  Nebr. 

Kiowa  and  Comanche,  Okla. 

White  Mountain,  Ariz. 

NavnJo,N.Mex. 

Kiowa  and  Comanche,  Okla. 

Do. 

MethodiAt  KDiaconal  South 

Fort'ifTU  MiDBion  Boanl  of  German  Lutheran  S3'nod  of  Wis* 
conain,  Minnesota.  Michigan,  and  other  States. 

Board  of  Heathen  Missions  of  Holland  Christian  Reformed 
Church  of  America. 

Woman's  Executive  Committee  Board  Domestic  Missions 
of  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

Methodist  Episcopal  South 

Domestic  and  Foreijcn  Missionary  Society  of  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church. 

Crow  Creek,  S.  Dak. 

1  On  tract  reserved  for  agency  and  school  purposes,  at  Ponca  sub-agency- 

*  Lot  150  by  450  feet,  set  aside  in  1891  to  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  surrendered  in  1807  in 
favor  of  Holland  Christian  Reformed  Church. 
•On  Fort  Sill  School  tract. 
^On  agency  tract,  called  '*  town  of  Anadarko." 

In  nearly  every  case  the  amount  of  land  assigned  is  the  amount 
asked  for  by  the  society  desiring  to  occupy  it,  and  the  Indians  have 
given  their  consent  to  such  use  of  the  land. 

LoOGiNa. — On  the  Lac  Court  d'Oreilles  and  Lac  du  Flambeau  reser- 
vations in  Wisconsin  the  cutting  of  timber  from  allotments  and  its 
manufacture  into  lumber  by  a  mill  on  each  reservation  has  been 
satisfactorily  continued. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  has  recommended  that  certain 
Indians  on  the  Bad  Eiver  Eeservation,  Wisconsin,  whose  timber  has 
been  burned,  be  allowed  to  exchange  their  old  for  new  allotments.  A 
quantity  of  burnt  timber  was  cut  and  banked  by  the  Bed  Cliff  Indians 
last  winter.  In  August  last  the  sale  of  all  timber  in  the  Red  Cliff 
reserve,  Wisconsin,  was  authorized,  the  purchaser  to  be  required  to 
erect  a  mill  on  the  reservation  and  manufacture  the  lumber  there,  and 
employ  Indian  labor  as  far  as  practicable. 

On  the  Menomonee  reserve,  Wisconsin,  17,000,000  feet  of  logs  have 
been  cut  during  the  past  season  and  sold  at  auction  for  an  average 
price  of  $10.20 J  cents  per  1,000  feet,  being  an  increase  of  45^  cents  over 
the  price  secured  the  previous  season. 

From  the  White  Earth  reserve  dead  timber  was  cut  and  sold  last 
season  to  the  extent  of  $41,223.93. 

Railboads. — The  only  right  of  way  through  Indian  lands  granted 
by  Congress  at  its  last  session  was  to  the  Muscogee,  Oklahoma  and 
Western  Eailroad,  through  Indian  allotments  in  Oklahoma.  The  Com- 
missioner gives  in  detail  the  status  of  rights  of  way  previously  granted, 
which  have  been  referred  to  in  former  annual  reports. 

Sale  of  liquor  to  Indians. — By  the  act  of  January  30, 1897,  it  was 
made  unlawful  to  dispose  of  intoxicating  drinks  of  any  kind  in  any 
INT  97 III 
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way  to  any  Indian  who  is  under  tlie  charge  of  an  Indian  agent,  or 
under  the  guardianship  of  the  Government,  or  who  has  received  an 
allotment  of  land  to  which  the  Government  still  holds  the  trust  title. 
This  additional  legislation  was  rendered  necessary  by  decisions  of 
courts  in  the  Northwest  that  it  was  not  against  existing  law  to  dispose 
of  liquors  to  an  Indian  allottee.  Hence  drunkenness  was  fast  making 
its  worst  inroads  upon  the  very  Indians  who  had  otherwise  the  best 
opportunities  to  gain  a  foothold  in  civilization  and  from  whom  the  most 
was  expected. 

Flagrant  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  deputy  marshals  in  Okla- 
homa has  transpired  by  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  an  Osage  Indian 
for  introducing  intoxicating  liquors  on  the  reservation.  Investigation 
disclosed  the  fact  that  the  deputy  marshal  found  the  whisky  on  the 
Indian  and  seized  it,  and  then  sold  it  back  to  him  and  saw  him  drink 
it.  This,  with  the  fact  that  the  Indian  was  old  and  unable  to  endure 
the  imprisonment,  led  to  his  pardon  by  the  President.  Out  of  this  case 
has  come  the  knowledge  that  it  has  been  the  custom  of  deputy  marshals 
in  Oklahoma  to  hunt  up  whisky  cases,  not  to  disturb  the  white  man  for 
selling  the  liquor,  but  to  get  the  Indian  arrested  for  the  sake  of  the 
fees.  In  fact,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  not  infrequently  the 
liquor  seller  himself  has  given  the  deputy  the  name  of  the  Indian  buyer. 
The  authorities  in  Oklahoma  are  taking  this  matter  in  hand. 

The  sale  of  opium  and  whisky  in  Nevada  has  been  found  to  have 
reached  frightful  proportions.  Special  Agent  Brewster  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice,  who  made  the  investigation,  was  able  to  secure  the 
arrest  of  several  Chinamen  at  three  towns  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Walker 
River  reserve,  which  has  given  a  decided  check  to  the  business  there, 
for  the  present  at  least. 

Exhibition  of  Indians. — ^Authority  has  been  granted  to  Messrs. 
Cody  and  Salisbury  to  take  100  Indians  from  reservations  in  the  Dakotas 
for  exhibition  ijurposes;  J.  C.  Henderson,  of  Chickasha,  Ind.  T.,  has 
been  allowed  to  take  25  from  the  Kiowa  and  Comanche  reserve  to  play 
baseball,  and  the  Soldiers'  Eeunion  at  Topeka,  Kans.,  has  been  author- 
ized to  have  50  or  GO  Oklahoma  Indians  present  on  that  occasion. 

Depredation  Claims. — No  new  claims  have  been  filed,  so  that  the 
number  remains  as  it  was  last  year,  8,007.  By  act  of  July  19, 1897, 
Congress  appropriated  $217,749.81  for  the  payment  of  judgments  of  the 
Court  of  Claims,  making  the  total  amount  appropriated  to  date  for 
such  purposes  $1,120,680.29. '  Judgments  amounting  to  a  few  thousand 
dollars  have  been  paid  and  charged  against  the  tribal  funds  of  some 
tribes. 

Assaults  fob  witohobaft  in  Zuni  Pueblo,  Aeizona.— In  recent 
years  more  than  one  case  has  occurred  in  which  members  of  the  Zuni 
Pueblo,  in  Arizona,  have  been  accused  of  witchcraft  and  cruelly  mal- 
treated and  even  murdered  by  a  society  of  the  pueblo  known  as  "  Priests 
of  the  Bow."    The  public  torture  of  an  old  woman  last  winter  has  led 
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to  the  taking  of  active  measares  to  suppress  such  barbarity,  aud  upon 
the  request  of  the  Department,  dated  March  13  hist,  the  district  attor- 
ney was  directed  to  prosecute  the  offenders.  In  August  last  four 
Indians  were  arrested  and  taken  to  Las  Lunas  for  trial,  where  they  are 
bound  over,  awaiting  the  action  of  the  grand  jury  in  February  next. 
To  assist  the  civil  authorities  in  making  the  arrest  four  troops  of  cavalry 
were  sent  to  Zuni,  one  of  which  has  remained  there  to  protect  school 
employees  and  others  in  the  pueblo.    No  disorder  has  arisen. 

Gila  Bend  Eeserve,  Ariz. — Over  a  year  ago  679  allotments  of  10 
acres  each  were  made  to  wandering  Papagoes  who  had  been  induced  to 
come  on  this  reserve.  Unfortunately,  however,  no  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  getting  water  on  the  reserve,  although  the  lands  are 
susceptible  of  irrigation  and  there  are  several  canal  companies  from 
whom  water  migljt  be  purchased. 

Cherokee  Freedmen  payment. — In  the  case  of  Moses  Whit- 
mire,  Trustee  for  the  Freedmen  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  v.  That  Nation 
and  the  United  States  (No.  17209),  the  Court  of  Claims  decided,  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1896,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  authorized  to 
appoint  three  commissioners  to  take  evidence  and  prepare  a  census  of 
the  Cherokee  freedmen  entitled.  May  3, 1894,  to  share  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  a  certain  fund  amounting  to  $903,365.  The  commission  con- 
sisted of  K.  H.  Kern,  of  Missouri;  W.  P.  Thompson,  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  and  William  Clifton,  of  Georgia,  who  were  selected,  respec- 
tively, by  the  freedmen,  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  the  Secretary. 
The  roll  submitted  by  them  was  approved  January  18,  1897,  and 
Special  Agent  James  G.  Dickson  was  designated  to  distribute  the 
fund.  After  he  had  paid  out  8596,621.13  circumstances  arose  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  relieve  him  from  duty  and  suspend  the  pay- 
ment. Thereafter  United  States  Indian  Agent  D.  M.  Wisdom  was 
designated  to  continue  and  complete  the  work.  He  has  disbursed 
$228,763.17.  Incidental  expenses  and  payments  to  attorneys  consumed 
$44,380  of  the  fund. 

Assault  upon  Navajobs. — Last  January  sixteen  Navajo  families, 
who  were  grazing  their  flocks  on  unsurveyed  lands  in  the  Grand  Canyon, 
National  Park,  and  its  vicinity,  were  visited  by  the  sheriff  of  Coconino 
County  with  an  armed  posse.  Arbitrary  and  unlawful  demand  was 
made  of  the  Indians  for  immediate  payment  of  $5  for  every  100  head 
of  sheep.  The  Navajoes  had  no  money,  and  in  bitter  weather,  through 
deep  snow,  were  summarily  driven  across  the  Little  Colorado  Kiver, 
losing  a  large  number  of  their  sheep,  worth  to  them  several  thousand 
dollars.  This  so-called  assessment  of  the  property  of  the  Navajoes, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  supervisors  of  Coconino  County,  was 
undoubtedly  a  mere  pretext  to  get  rid  of  the  Indians  and  secure  the 
range  for  white  men. 

June  25  last  the  Department  sent  a  report  of  the  facts  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General, with  a  view  to  instituting  suit  for  damages  against  the 
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officers  of  Coconino  County.  On  the  same  date  a  similar  statement 
was  sent  to  tlie  governor  of  Arizona,  wlio  replied  July  7  last  that  he 
had  given  the  sheriff  of  Coconino  Comity  a  statement  of  the  complaints 
against  him  and  demanded  an  explanation  of  his  conduct. 

Digger  Indians  in  California. — A  few  Indians  are  on  the  lands 
purchased  for  them;  but  they  do  not  appreciate  a  permanent  home- 
Steps  are  being  taken  to  have  a  practical  farmer  appointed  to  gain  a 
hold  on  them  and  look  after  their  interests. 

Southern  Utes,  Colorado. — The  surplus  or  unallotted  lands  of 
that  portion  of  the  Southern  Ute  Reservation  lying  east  of  range  14 
have  not  yet  been  opened  to  settlement.  Delay  in  opening  has  been 
caused  by  the  uncertainty  which  has  heretofore  existed  with  respect  to 
the  east  boundary  of  the  reserve;  but  this  uncertainty  has  recently 
been  removed  by  astronomical  observations  made  by  the  Geological 
Survey,  locating  the  one  hundred  and  seventh  meridian,  and  the 
General  Laud  Office  has  been  requested  to  make  the  survey  from  the 
point  so  established. 

Seminoles  in  Florida. — During  the  past  year  3,204.40  acres  have 
been  purchased  for  the  use  of  these  Indians.  Most  of  them  are  located 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Everglades,  and  the  status  of  the  lands  which 
they  have  long  occupied  there  is  somewhat  in  doubt.  October  9, 1894, 
the  Department  decided  that  the  Everglades  were  swamp  lands,  for 
which  a  patent  might  be  issued  to  the  State.  Last  February  friends 
of  the  Florida  Seminoles  urged  that  lands  occupied  by  the  Indians  be 
reserved  to  them  before  the  Everglades  should  be  patented  to  Florida. 
Later  it  was  reported  that  the  Indians  had  been  driven  oif  a  cer- 
tain tract  in  township  53,  range  40  east;  and  March  24,  1897,  the 
Department  requested  the  General  Land  Office  to  reserve  that  tract  for 
these  Indians.  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  replied 
that  township  53,  range  40  east,  was  included  in  a  swamp-land  list 
approved  by  the  Department  February  13, 1897,  regarding  which  the 
Indian  Office  had  said,  February  23, 1895,  that  the  State  should  take 
title  to  the  lands  '^  subject  to  the  right  of  occupancy  of  the  Indians.'' 
Thus  Department  decision  of  February  13  conflicted  with  its  instruc- 
tions of  March  24,  and  the  Indian  Office  has  recommended  that — 

The  decision  of  the  Department  of  February  13,  1897,  be  modified  so  as  to  except 
the  tracts  described  in  office  report  of  March  23;  1897,  from  the  lands  to  be  patented. 

Also, 

That  there  be  inserted  in  the  patent  to  be  issued  to  the  State  a  clause  expressly 
reserving  the  rights  of  the  Indians  to  the  occupancy  of  lands  possessed  and 
improved  by  them  at  the  date  of  the  pat<ent,  that  purchasers  of  lands  may  have 
notice  of  the  rights  of  the  Indian  occupants. 

The  legal  questions  involved  are  now  before  the  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  for  the  Department,  and  upon  their  determination  an  agent 
will  be  sent  to  Florida  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  case. 

Indian  scabe  at  Camas  Pbaieie,  Idaho.— In  June  last  the  gov- 
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emor  of  Idaho  telegraphed  the  Indian  office  and  one  of  the  Idaho 
Senators  that  300  Indians  from  Fort  Hall,  Lemhi,  Umatilla,  and  Duck 
Valley  reservations  were  at  Camas  Prairie  alarming  settlers,  burning 
fences,  and  killing  cattle,  and  that  if  they  were  not  recalled  trouble 
would  ensue.  Newspapers  published  in  that  vicinity  gave  a  similar 
account  of  this  utterly  unfounded  scare.  Lieut.  F.  G.  Irwin,  acting 
agent  at  Fort  Hall,  visited  Camas  Prairie  to  find  less  than  75  Indians 
quietly  gathering  camas  roots,  committing  no  depredations,  and  willing 
to  return  to  their  reservations. 

Intruders  in  the  Indian  Territory. — The  work  of  adjudicating 
claims  to  citizenship  in  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  was  completed  by  the 
Dawes  Commission  December  6, 1896.  January  23, 1897,  the  following 
notice  was  promulgated: 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10,  1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  339),  the  Com- 
misflion  appointed  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1893  (27  Stat.  L.,  645),  to  negotiate  with 
the  Five  CiviUzed  Tribes  in  Indian  Territory^  commonly  called  the  ''Dawes  Com- 
mission/' was  authorized  and  directed  to  ''hear  and  determine  the  application  of 
all  persons  who  may  apply  to  them  for  citizenship  *'  in  any  of  said  Five  Civilized 
Tribes;  and 

Whereas  provision  was  also  made  for  appeals  by  applicants  and  by  the  several  Five 
Civilized  Tribes  from  the  decision  of  said  Commission,  to  be  taken  within  sixty  days 
£rom  the  date  of  such  decision,  to  the  proper  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Indian  Territory;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  many  of  said  applicants  whose  applica- 
tions were  denied  by  said  Commission  and  who  did  not  appeal  to  the  courts  within 
the  time  specified,  and  others,  uoucitizens,  who  did  not  apply  for  citizenship,  are 
occupants  of  lands  belonging  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  and  are  preparing  to  plant 
and  grow  crops  on  said  lands ; 

Now,  therefore,  warning  is  hereby  given  to  all  claimants  to  citizenship  in  any  of 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  whose  claims  have  been  rejected  by  the  Dawes  Commission, 
so  called,  and  who  have  not  taken  their  appeals  to  the  courts  as  provided  in  the  act 
of  Congress  first  above  mentioned,  and  to  all  noncitizens  who  are  occupying  lands 
belonging  to  any  of  said  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  and  who  did  not  apply  to  said  Com- 
mission for  citizenship,  that  after  February  6, 1897,  they  will  have  no  right  to  remain 
in  possession  of  such  lands,  but  from  and  after  that  date  will  be  intruders  thereon 
and  compelled  to  remove  therefrom. 

Only  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  nations  have  made  formal  demand  for 
the  removal  of  intruders.  The  representatives  of  the  Cherokees  stated 
that  out  of  5,000  applications,  involving  the  status  of  about  50,000  per- 
sons, only  154  persons  had  been  found  by  the  Commission  entitled  to 
citizenship  and  in  only  221  cases  had  appeals  to  the  courts  been  taken. 
They  therefore  requested  the  removal  of  the  rejected  claimants.  In 
view  of  the  large  number  of  persons  and  the  large  amount  of  property 
involved  the  Indian  Office  recommended  thatprior  to  attempting  removal 
the  Cherokee  authorities  be  called  upon  to  give  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  the  intruders  and  the  character  of  their  improvements.  June 
11  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees  submitted  a  list  of  317  families 
whose  removal  he  requested.  In  reporting  on  this,  the  Indian  Office 
pointed  out  that  the  addresses  of  the  intruders  had  not  been  given  nor 
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the  character  of  their  improvements  stated;  also,  that  no  appropriation 
had  been  made  for  expense  of  appraisal  of  improvements  or  removal  of 
intruders,  although  such  an  appropriation  had  been  requested  of  Con- 
gress. At  the  same  time  it  recommended  that  some  2d  intruders  who 
had  accepted  and  some  22  who  had  refused  the  amonnts  awarded  for 
their  improvements  should  be  ejected  by  means  of  a  temporary  force  of 
Indian  {)o1ice,  beginning  with  the  intruders  who  had  accepted  pay. 
This  plan  was  adopted,  and  July  17  last  the  intruders  were  notified 
that  they  would  be  given  thirty  days  in  which  to  remove  themselves, 
unless  they  should  have  perfected  an  appeal  to  the  court  firom  the 
decision  of  the  Dawes  Commission.  September  1,  Agent  Wisdom 
reported  that  all  except  five  or  six  had  either  abandoned  their  im- 
provements or  perfected  their  appeals.  These  he  proposed  to  disx>os- 
sess  at  an  early  day. 

The  Creeks  also  asked  for  the  removal  of  their  intruders,  but  gave 
too  meager  and  indefinite  information  in  regard  to  them  to  form  a  basis 
for  intelligent  action. 

Peoria  and  Miami  Reserve,  Ind.  T. — The  Indian  appropriation 
act  of  June  7, 1897,  provides  that  adult  Peoria  and  Miami  allottees  who 
have  received  allotments  of  200  acres  or  more  may  sell  100  acres. 

In  accordance  with  this  legislation,  regulations  to  be  observed  in  the 
execution  of  deeds  of  conveyance,  and  best  calculated  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Indians  and  to  set  forth  the  bona  fides  of  every  con- 
veyance made  thereunder  and  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  to  the  grantors  or  their  proper  representatives,  were  approved 
by  the  Department  July  10.  They  provided,  among  other  things,  that 
the  title  to  the  land  conveyed  by  such  a  deed  should  not  vest  in  the 
grantee  therein  named  unless  the  deed  should  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Copies  of  these  regulations  have  been  furnished  the  Indian  agent  at 
the  Quapaw  Agency  for  his  information  and  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Indians  and  others  in  the  execution  of  deeds  of  conveyance. 

Chippewas  and  Munsees  in  Kansas.— The  act  above  named  pro- 
vided for  the  issuance  of  patents  to  such  Chippewas  and  Munsees  as 
might  be  found  entitled;  and  for  the  appraisement  and  sale  of  the 
residue  of  their  lands,  provided  the  Indians  should  consent  to  such 
action.  At  a  council  July  26  last,  22  Indians  favored  and  10  were 
opposed  to  the  legislation.  The  appraisement  of  "  the  residue  of  their 
lands  "  by  a  commission  is  now  in  progress. 

Blackfeet  and  Fort  Belknap  reserves,  Mont. — The  portions 
of  the  Blackfeet  and  Fort  Belknap  reservations  ceded  by  the  agree- 
ments of  September  26,  1895,  and  October  9, 1895,  respectively,  and 
ratified  by  the  act  of  June  10,  1896,  have  not  yet  been  opened  to 
settlement.  The  survey  of  the  ceded  portion  of  the  Fort  Belknap 
Eeservation  has  been  completed  and  the  work  of  surveying  the  Black- 
feet boundary  is  now  in  progress. 

Disturbance  among  Tongue  Eiver  Indians,  Mont.— Last  May 
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the  killing  of  a  white  sheep  herder  by  an  Indian  of  the  Tongue  River 
Agency  cansed  great  excitement  among  ranchmen  and  settlers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  reservation.  The  acting  agent,  Captain  Stouch,  asked 
that  two  troops  of  cavalry  be  sent  from  Fort  Custer  to  the  agency  to 
prevent  trouble  between  the  Indians  and  the  settlers.  He  arrested 
the  murderer,  Stanley,  and  with  one  troop  of  cavalry  as  escort  turned 
him  over  to  the  sheriff  at  Rosebud  Station  to  be  taken  to  Miles  City 
for  incarceration  and  trial.  A  week  later  he  also  delivered  up  to 
the  civil  authorities  two  accomplices  of  Stanley.  The  reports  of  Cap- 
tain Stouch  give  in  full  the  successful  steps  taken  by  him  to  secure 
the  murderer  and  obtain  his  confession  without  firing  a  shot,  and  the 
embarrassment  to  his  work  caused  by  the  persistent  presence  at  the 
agency  of  armed  deputy  sheriffs.  The  skill  and  wisdom  with  which 
Captain  Stouch  conducted  the  affair  to  a  successful  issue  and  averted 
what  might  easily  have  become  a  serious  outbreak  calls  for  special 
recognition. 

Pyramid  Lake  Indians,  Nevada. — ^An  agreement  was  negotiated 
October  17, 1891,  with  the  Pah-Ute  Indians  upon  the  Pyramid  Lake 
Reservation  for  the  surrender  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  reserva- 
tion, which  includes  the  town  of  Wads  worth.  This  agreement  was  laid 
before  Congress  January  11,  1892,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  ratified, 
although  its  ratification  has  been  repeatedly  recommended. 

The  citizens  of  the  town  of  Wadsworth,  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  reservation,  are  without  title  to  their  holdings,  being,  as  the  Indian 
OfSce  regards  them,  intruders  upon  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  The 
Indians  feel  agrieved  on  account  of  the  trespass  of  the  whites  upon 
their  reservation,  and  thus  the  matter  has  been  for  years  in  an  unsettled 
condition.  I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  Congress  be  urged  to 
ratify  the  agreement  of  1891. 

New  York  Indians. — Mr.  Philip  C.  Garrett,  appointed  commis- 
sioner to  negotiate  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  claim  of  the  Ogden 
Land  Company,  has  reported  his  failure  to  conclude  an  agreement  with 
either  the  company  or  the  Indians.  The  lowest  terms  offered  by  the 
company  was  $270,345 — $70,000  more  than  was  asked  a  few  years  ago. 
He  recommends  that  allotments  be  given  the  Indians,  which  would 
probably  put  the  claim  of  the  company  to  a  test  in  the  courts. 

The  agent  who  was  directed  to  investigate  the  leases  on  the  Allegany 
Beservation  has  submitted  reports  from  the  clerk  of  the  Seneca  Nation, 
and  the  clerk  of  Cattaraugus  County.  The  former  reported  76  leases 
as  recorded  in  a  book  commencing  March  22,  1881,  and  1,443  ninety- 
nine  year  leases  since  the  year  1892,  with  a  large  number  of  sub- 
leases. The  number  of  acres  covered  is  approximately  6,490,  but  the 
descriptions  are  very  imperfect.  The  county  clerk  has  a  record  of  3,111 
leases,  2,031  made  prior  to  1892,  of  which  1,080  were  renewed  in  1892 
for  ninety-nine  years.  The  descriptions  are  so  imperfect  that  the  quan- 
tity of  land  could  be  ascertained  only  by  survey.  A  large  percentage 
of  these  leases  are  recorded  by  both  clerks. 
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Uuder  the  laws  of  Kew  York  sole  jurisdiction  in  land  matters  is  con- 
ferred upon  the  incompetent  "peacemakers'  courts''  of  the  Seneca 
Nation.    The  State  courts  should  have  appellate  jurisdiction. 

The  lease  between  the  Indians  and  the  Seneca  Oil  Company,  entered 
into  December  3, 1896,  was  ratified  by  Congress  in  the  last  Indian 
appropriation  bill  after  an  investigation  by  Inspector  McCormick,  who 
recommended  its  ratification. 

Turtle  Mountain  Chippewas,  North  Dakota.— The  affairs  of 
these  Indians  continue  in  the  same  unhappy  state  of  uncertainty. 
The  agreement  concluded  with  them  October  22, 1892,  has  not  yet  been 
ratified,  and  until  it  shall  be  their  state  of  disquiet  and  unrest  will 
doubtless  continue.  Drafts  of  bills  for  the  ratification  of  the  agree- 
ment have  several  times  been  submitted  to  Congress  with  recommenda- 
tion for  favorable  action,  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  be  much  longer 
delayed. 

Eemoval  of  Sao  and  Fox  Agency  site,  Okla. — The  agency, 
under  existing  conditions,  is  too  remote  from  the  Indians,  and  should' 
be  removed  to  the  town  or  vicinity  of  Shawnee  or  Tecumseh,  Okla.,  on 
the  railroad,  so  that  the  agent  can  maintain  a  more  uniform  oversight 
ov6r  the  several  tribes  under  his  supervision.  Such  removal  would 
render  it  more  accessible  to  Government  officials  as  well  as  to  the 
Absentee  Shawnees  and  Pottawatomies,  whose  business  interests  con- 
nected with  the  sale  and  lease  of  their  lands  absorb  a  large  proportion 
of  the  official  attention  of  the  agent.  A  reasonable  appropriation 
should  be  made  to  defray  the  expense  of  removing  the  agency  and  for 
the  erection  of  necessary  buildings  at  the  new  site. 

Sale  of  Citizen  Pottawatomie  and  Absentee  Shawnee 
LANDS,  Okla. — Since  the  last  report  the  Department  has  approved  87 
assignments  of  land  by  the  Pottawatomies,  at  an  average  of  $5.55  per 
acre,  and  14  by  the  Absentee  Shawnees,  at  an  average  of  $6.85  per  acre. 
The  total  of  101  assignments  cover  9,958  acres  of  land  for  $56,477.22, 
or  an  average  of  $5.67  per  acre, 

Boundary  of  Klamath  Reserve,  Oreo.— The  Klamath  Bound- 
ary Commission,  authorized  by  the  act  of  June  10, 1896  (29  Stat.,  321), 
reported  December  18, 1896,  that  by  an  erroneous  survey  617,490  acres 
had  been  excluded  from  the  reserve,  valued  at  $533,270.  The  Indians 
should  have  this  compensation,  and  Congress  has  been  asked  to  place 
$350,000  in  the  United  States  Treasury  at  5  per  cent,  and  to  provide 
that  the  remainder  shall  be  used,  after  paying  attorneys,  in  purchase 
of  cattle  and  farming  implements  and  in  building  of  houses  and  in 
irrigation. 

These  Indians  are  undoubtedly  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  lands 
erroneously  excluded  from  their  reservation,  and  the  amount  proposed 
is  reasonable  and  just.  As  they  are  now  taking  allotments  and  pre- 
paring for  citizenship  the  money  will  be  of  greater  benefit  to  them  now 
than  at  any  future  time.  I  trust  the  matter  will  receive  favorable  con- 
sideration at  the  coming  session  of  Congress. 
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Uncompahgre  Eeservation. — The  UncompaLgreUtes  of  Colorado, 
by  an  agreement  made  witli  the  Ute  Indians  and  ratified  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  June  15, 1880,  were  removed  from  their  reservation  in 
that  State  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Utah  on  which  they  are  now 
located.  Subsequently  deposits  of  gilsonitB  or  asphaltnm  were  discov- 
ered in  paying  quantities  on  such  lands  in  Utah.  The  agreement  of 
1880  provided  that  a  sufficient  sum  or  its  equivalent  in  bonds  of  the 
United  States  be  set  aside  (say  $1,250,000)  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  which,  at  4  per  cent  interest,  would  annually  jield  $50,000  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Ute  Indians  as  a  part  consideration  or  compensation  for 
the  lands  in  Colorado  relinquished  by  them.  The  lands  in  Colorado 
relinquished  by  the  Utes  was,  under  said  agreement  of  1880,  to  be  sold 
for  their  benefit  and  the  proceeds  applied  as  follows,  to  wit: 

1.  To  reimburse  the  GoTemment  for  the  exjtense  incurred  in  removing  the  Indians 
from  the  reservation  in  Colorado  to  the  lands  assigned  them  in  Utah,  and  for  neces- 
sary farming  implements  supplied,  etc. 

2.  To  reimburse  the  Government  for  the  estimated  sum  of  $1,250,000,  which,  at  4 
per  cent  interest  annually,  yielded  $50,000. 

3.  To  paying  the  Government  $1.25  per  acre  for  the  agricultural  lands  allotted  them. 

4.  The  remainder  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  Utes. 

The  charge  of  $1.25  per  acre  for  the  agricultural  lands  allotted  the 
Utes  is  not  to  be  paid  by  them  until  sufficient  money  is  realized  from 
the  sale  of  their  Colorado  lands  to  permit  such  payment  without  inter- 
fering with  their  trust  fund  of  $1,250,000  bearing  4  j)er  cent  interest. 
The  records  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  the  year  1896,  it  is  stated  in 
the  report  of  my  predecessor,  show  that  the  Colorado  lands  relinquished 
by  these  Indians  contained  12,467,200  acres,  of  which  698,086.57  acres 
had  been  disposed  of,  realizing  $1,323,870.10.  The  cost  of  removing 
and  settling  the  Indians  and  providing  agricultural  implements,  build- 
ings, stock,  etc.,  was  $429,557.25,  and  of  providing  a  trust  fund 
$1,250,000,  aggregating  $1,679,557.25,  which  sum  at  least  must  be 
realized  from  the  sale  of  the  balance  of  the  Colorado  lands  before  the 
Uncompahgre  Utes  could  be  required  to  pay  $1.25  per  acre  for  lands  to 
be  allotted  them. 

Within  these  lands,  however  (12,467,200  acres),  the  following  "forest 
reservations"  have  been  created  by  Presidential  proclamations,  dated 
respectively — 

Acres. 

October  16,  1891,  White  River  Plateau  (about) 921,600 

December  24, 1892,  Battlement  Mesa 858,240 

Total 1,779,840 

So  that  over  one  and  three-fourths  millions  acres  of  lands  belonging  to 
these  Indians  have  been  withheld  from  sale,  which,  at  $1.25  per  acre, 
amount  to  over  $2,000,000. 

These  lands,  if  held  permanently  for  the  purpose  reserved,  must 
apparently  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  and  the  Ute  fund  credited 
with  the  sum  found  due. 


XLII     REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 

In  the  Indian  appropriation  act  of  Augast  15,  1894,  provision  was 
made  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  allot  lauds  in  severalty 
to  the  Uncompahgre  Indians,  and  required  the  latter  to  pay  $1.25  per 
acre  for  the  same.  The  Commission  appointed  for  sach  purpose,  haviug 
reported  their  inability  to  fiud  suflBcient  agricultural  lands  within  the 
reservation  on  which  to  make  allotments  and  that  th^y  were  unable  to 
secure  the  consent  of  the  Uncompahgres  to  the  payment  of  $1.25  an 
acre  for  the  lands  to  be  allotted  them,  were  relieved  from  duty  on  Feb- 
ruary 4, 1896.  It  is  probable  that  had  they  advised  the  Indians  that 
the  payment  of  $1.25  an  acre  for  the  lands  to  be  allotted  them  was  not 
payable  out  of  their  trust  fund,  but  only  when  sufficient' money  was 
realized  from  the  sales  of  their  Colorado  lands  to  permit  of  payment 
therefor,  without  interfering  with  the  trust  fund,  they  would  have 
consented. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  June  7, 1897,  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  allot  to  the  Uncompahgre  Utes  in  severalty  agricultural 
lands  on  the  Uncompahgre  or  Uintah  Reservation  or  elsewhere  in  the 
State  of  Utah,  and  provides  that  all  land  on  the  Uncompahgre  Reser- 
vation not  so  allotted  shall,  on  and  after  April  1, 1898,  be  open  for 
location  and  entry  under  all  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States;  except 
all  lands  containing  gilsonite,  asphalt,  elaterite,  or  other  like  sub- 
stances, the  title  to  these  being  in  the  act  expressly  reserved  to  the 
United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this  act,  a  commission  (as  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  August  15,  1894)  has  been  appointed  and  the  work  of 
allotments  begun.  Many  difficulties  in  the  way,  however,  will  unavoid- 
ably retard  the  work,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  allotting  can  not  be 
completed  by  the  day  fixed  for  the  opening  of  the  reservation  for  set- 
tlement. The  Uncompahgre  Indians  through  a  delegation  from  the 
tribe,  recently  accorded  a  hearing  at  the  Department  regarding  their 
rights,  stated  that  allotments  of  lands  on  the  Uintah  Reservation  would 
be  accepted,  and  the  Uintahs,  I  am  advised,  have  informally  expressed 
a  willingness  to  the  allotment  of  a  portion  of  their  lands  to  the  Uncom- 
pahgre Indians.  No  agreement,  however,  has  yet  been  negotiated  with 
the  Uintahs  by  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  June  10, 
1896,  to  negotiate  with  the  Crow,  Flathead,  Northern  Cheyenne,  Fort 
Hall,  Uintah,  and  Yakima  Indians  for  the  disposition  of  their  lands; 
consequently,  the  terms  on  which  the  Uintahs  will  dispose  of  the  lands 
in  their  reservation  on  which  the  Uncompahgres  dan  be  located  is  a 
matter  for  future  negotiation  with  the  Indians  and  adjustment  by  Con- 
gress. In  view  of  this  state  of  affairs,  I  recommend  that  the  time  for 
the  allotment  of  lands  to  the  Uncompahgre  Indians  be  extended  for 
such  time  beyond  April  1, 1898,  as  Congress  shall  deem  best. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  June  15,  1880,  the  Uncompahgres  are 
apparently  required  to  pay  $1.25  per  acre  for  the  lands  to  be  allotted 
to  them.  They  liave  insisted,  from  the  beginning,  that  they  did  not 
understand  when  they  signed  the  agreement  that  it  contained  this 
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requirement.  This  has  been  the  greatest  obstacle  to  inducing  them  to 
take  allotments;  as  a  fact,  except  as  a  matter  of  exchange,  the  Uncom- 
pahgres  do  not  pay  for  the  allotments;  the  proceeds  of  the  Colorado 
lands,  when  received,  over  and  above  the  cost  of  removal  of  the 
Indians  ($429,557.25),  and  the  trust  fund  of  $1,250,000  being  applied 
so  far  as  requisite  to  the  reimbursements  of  the  Uintahs,  whose  lands 
are  to  be  taken.  If  the  sales  of  Colorado  lands  can  not  immediately 
yield  a  sufficient  amount  for  this  purpose,  I  recommend  that  the  Gov- 
ernment advance  the  necessary  sum  and  await  the  sale  of  lands  for 
reimbursement. 

There  is  in  the  Treasury  at  this  time  to  the  credit  of  the  Ute  fund, 
resulting  from  sales  of  lands  in  Colorado,  the  sum  of  $1,216,886.32;  in 
addition  to  this  there  must  yet  be  realized  from  sales  of  such  lands 
over  $500,000  in  order  to  reimburse  the  Government  the  expenses,  etc., 
of  the  removal  of  the  Indians  and  the  $1,250,000  set  aside  from  the 
public  moneys  as  a  trust  fund. 

The  act  of  June  7, 1897,  reserves  to  the  United  States  the  title  of  all 
lands  containing  gilsonite,  asphalt,  or  other  like  substances,  but  does 
not  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  lease  the  same,  or  to  work 
such  deposits,  or  to  permit  them  to  be  worked  by  others  on  royalty.  I 
have,  therefore,  to  recommend  such  legislation  by  Congress  as  will 
enable  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  reap  the  benefit  of  these 
valuable  and  useful  mineral  deposits. 

Fisheries  in  Washington, — A  suit  has  been  prosecuted  in  the 
United  States  district  court  of  Washington  against  the  Alaska  Pack- 
ing Association,  to  prevent  them  from  interfering  with  the  treaty 
fishery  rights  of  the  Lummi  Indians  in  the  fisheries  at  Point  Eobert, 
Wash.  March  13  last  the  courts  decided  that  no  rights  of  the  Indians 
bad  been  interfered  with,  as  the  defendants  were  licensed,  under  State 
laws,  to  fish  in  those  waters.  United  States  Attorney  W.  H.  Brinker 
recommended,  and  the  Attorney-General  directed,  that  the  case  be 
appealed,  since  similar  cases  have  come  up,  and  will  come  up,  with 
other  tribes  under  other  treaties,  and  a  final  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  on  a  test  case  should  be  secured. 

STOCKBRiDaES  AND  MuNSEEs  IN  WISCONSIN. — The  enrollment  of 
the  Stockbridges  and  Munsees  was  confirmed  by  the  Department 
November  30, 1896,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  names  dropped  from 
the  roll— one  whose  right  required  further  investigation,  and  others 
who  had  elected  to  take  rights  with  the  tribe  in  New  York.  In  a  final 
examination  in  the  Indian  OflSce  of  a  report  of  Agent  Savage  on  the 
matter  it  was  decided  that  patents  should  be  issued  in  29  cases  and 
that  in  22  cases  no  patents  should  be  given.  The  schedule  of  allot- 
ments to  be  patented  was  approved  by  the  Department  February  20, 
1897. 

Among  these  allotments  one  wa«  found  to  embrace  lands  which,  as 
swamp  lands,  had  been  patented  to  Wisconsin  in  1865^  and  which  the 
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State  bad  reftised  to  surrender  wlien  called  on  to  do  so  in  the  following 
year.  The  Assistant  Attorney-General  for  the  Interior  Department 
decided  July  12,  last,  that — 

A  relinquishment  of  the  lands  in  question  can  only  be  procured  through  the  vol- 
untary act  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  a  cancellation  of  the  patents  hereto- 
fore issued  to  that  State  for  these  lands  can  not  he  obtained  by  suit. 

Transportation  Contracts. — The  Indian  appropriation  act  ap- 
proved March  3,  1877  (19  Stats.,  291),  contains  the  following  provision 
relative  to  transportation  contracts : 

That  hereafter  contracts  involving  an  expenditure  of  more  than  two  thousand 
dollars  shall  be  advertised  and  let  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

This  provision  has  been  held  by  the  Department  to  be  mandatory, 
and  the  only  recourse  it  has,  if  satisfied  that  the  bids  are  excessive,  is 
to  reject  them  and  readvertise.  This  takes  time,  and  delays  the  for- 
warding of  supplies,  compelling  open-market  purchases  to  be  made  to 
supply  immediate  wants  at  a  loss  to  the  Government. 

No  discretion  is  given  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  in  other  con- 
tracts, and  goods  can  not  be  shipped  except  as  provided  by  the  law  aa 
it  now  stands,  even  though  cheaper  rates  might  be  obtained  from  other 
parties,  common  carriers,  not  bidders. 

This  provision  should  be  repealed,  and  the  same  discretion  given  the 
Department  in  transportation  contracts  as  in  other  contracts. 

Liability  of  Indian  agents  on  their  official  bonds  foe 
PRIVATE  FUNDS  OF  INDIANS. — It  is  the  custom  of  Indian  agents  to 
receive  for  safe  keeping  and  disbursement  moneys  of  their  Indians 
received  as  rents  of  tribal  and  allotted  lands,  from  the  sale  of  cattle, 
hay  and  grain,  and  from  other  sources.  Sometimes  the  agent  makes 
the  sales  and  collections.  In  other  instances  the  Indians  receive  the 
money  themselves  and  then  take  it  to  the  agents  for  safe  keeping 
until  they  need  it,  or  to  be  expended  for  them  in  the  building  of  homes  or 
purchase  of  property.  This  is  usually  done,  probably  in  all  cases,  at 
the  request  of  the  Indians  and  for  their  convenience  and  protection. 
Of  recent  years  the  sums  so  held  by  the  various  agents  have  been 
quite  large,  and  the  practice  is  growing  more  general  and  the  business 
more  important  every  year. 

I  have  no  doubt  it  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  Indians  to  be  thus  assisted, 
and  it  would  be  desirable  to  encourage  the  practice,  if  the  agents  could 
be  held  to  proper  accountability.  But  as  these  are  not  public  funds, 
the  agents  are  not  responsible  for  them  on  their  official  bonds.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  the  Department  has  never  formally  sanctioned  the  prac- 
tice or  prescribed  rules  for  the  care  and  disbursement  of  the  funds, 
though  with  that  end  in  view  I  have  recently  called  upon  all  agents  to 
report  as  to  the  amount  of  such  funds  on  hand,  and  to  submit  similar 
reports  at  stated  periods.  Recent  investigations  have  developed  the 
f&ct  that  some  losses  have  been  sustained  in  such  cases. 
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In  one  instance  of  recent  occurrence  an  army  officer  as  agent  had  in 
his  hands  $17,644.69,  which  he  deposited  iu  a  national  bank.  The  bank 
was  a  depository  of  public  funds,  but  the  deposit  was  made  by  the 
agent  on  his  private  account  instead  of  to  his  official  credit.  The  bank 
failed,  and  as  it  is  not  believed  that  the  assets  will  be  safficient  to  pay 
the  depositors  in  full,  the  Indians  will  probably  lose  a  portion  of  the 
moDey  forever,  besides  being  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  whole  of  it  for 
a  long  time.  In  another  late  case  a  civilian  agent  is  reported  to  have 
had  several  hundred  dollars  of  such  funds  iu  his  hands  when  his  term 
of  office  expired,  which  he  refuses  to  pay  over  to  his  successor.  As  he 
he  is  not  accountable  on  his  official  bond  the  only  recourse  is  a  suit 
against  him  individually,  which  would  probably  be  a  remedy  without 
relief. 

In  view  of  this  want  of  responsibility  of  the  agents  in  these  mat- 
ters, and  to  the  end  that  the  best  possible  help  of  these  officers  may 
be  secured  to  the  Indians,  until  they  be  sufficiently  experienced  and 
progressive  to  build  homes  for  themselves  and  successfully  protect 
and  manage  their  interests  incidental  to  civilized  life  and  pursuits 
without  assistance,  I  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  legislation  be 
enacted  to  hold  the  agents  responsible  on  their  official  bonds  for  all 
funds  of  which  they  may  so  become  the  custodians.  Furthermore,  that 
officers  of  the  Army  acting  as  Indian  agents,  be  also  required  to  give 
bond  for  the  same  purposes  as  are  civilian  agents,  and  that  such  bonds 
be  provided,  when  so  desired,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  in 
suitable  surety  companies. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  Patent  Office  was  created  July  4, 1836,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  whom  it  remained  until  it 
was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  by  the  act  of  March 
3, 1849. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  upon  the  business  of  the 
Patent  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  shows  that  there 
were  received  within  that  year  43,624  applications  for  patents,  2,088 
applications  for  designs,  80  applications  for  reissues,  2,137  caveats,  1,964 
applications  for  trade-marks,  and  91  applications  for  labels  and  prints. 
There  were 23,994  patents  granted,  including  reissues  and  designs;  1,790 
trade-marks,  3  labels,  and  32  prints  registered.  The  number  of  patents 
which  expired  was  12,584.  The  number  of  allowed  applications  which 
were  by  operation  of  law  forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  final  fees  was 
5,034.  The  total  receipts  were  $1,343,770.44 ;  the  expenditures,  approxi- 
mately, were  $  1,026,644.39,  leaviu  g  a  surplus  of  $317,135.05.  The  moneys 
covered  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  receipts 
from  fees,  etc.,  in  patent  cases,  from  July  4,  1836,  up  to  and  including 
the  30th  day  of  June,  1897,  and  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Patent  Office,  amounted  to  $5,003,614.23. 
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Tmcal  jPMEreodac —  ^ 

Jn»e3CM»« $1,183,523.18  I  #1.063,98138 

Jane30,ld» l.lKi.597.07  1.038,166.06 

Joneao.WJe 1.3a7,0M.30  |  1,O07.36&8S 

Jiuie90.1897 1.343.779.41  1,026,614.36 

JppUcatum*  far  paieuUj  iu^lndim^  reisnust,  desi^ms,  trmde-mmrkt,  labeis,  andpriuU. 

Fiscal  year  ending — 

June30,18»4 29,206 

Jime30.1S*5 41,014 

June  30. 1896 45,645 

June  30, 1897 47,747 

AppUcaiiomt  airai/ip»;7  aciiom  on  tkt  pari  of  the  ojfict, 

Jane  30, 1896 8,943 

June  30, 1897 12,241 

A  greater  number  of  applications  for  patents  were  filed  during  the 
year  189G  than  in  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  Patent  Ofiioe, 
and  yet  the  number  filed  during  the  first  six  months  of  1897  has  exceeded 
by  more  than  7  per  cent  the  number  i-eceived  in  the  first  half  of  1896, 
From  January  1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1897,  there  were  filed  25,559  applica- 
tions. During  the  same  period  the  total  receipts  of  the  office  were 
$722,897.47,  a  gain  of  $102,015.50  over  the  six  months  immediately 
preceding.  A  comparison  of  the  same  periods  shows  an  increase  of 
about  6  per  cent  in  the  number  of  patents  granted,  and  a  hke  increase 
is  shown  in  the  number  of  assignments  recorded  and  certificates  issued. 
During  the  same  period  in  1896  there  were  sold  334,931  printed  copies 
of  patents,  while  in  1897  there  were  sold  679,483  copies,  or  an  increase 
of  nearly  103  per  cent  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year. 

The  Commissioner  states  that  while  it  was  reported  that  on  June  30, 

1896,  there  were  8,943  applications  before  the  ofiice  awaiting  its  action, 
during  some  weeks  prior  thereto,  and  all  of  October  and  November  of 
that  year,  as  well  as  at  other  periods  the  number  exceeded  10,000;  but 
beginning  with  February,  1897,  and  continuing  to  the  close  of  June, 

1897,  a  steady  increase  was  maintained  until  the  applications  pending 
for  action  on  the  part  of  the  office  reached  the  number  of  12,241, 
reported  in  the  above  table.  By  constant  and  diligent  effi)rt  of  the 
examining  corps  the  number  has  since  June  30  been  brought  down  to 
about  the  number  in  arrears  in  the  fall  of  1896.  The  field  of  search, 
especially  among  foreign  patents  now  accessible  to  the  Patent  Office, 
has  greatly  increased  during  the  last  few  years,  and  the  character  of 
the  work  is  such  that  it  is  practically  impossible  for  the  examining 
corps,  in  which  there  has  been  no  increase  since  1891,  already  pressed 
to  its  utmost  capacity,  to  reduce  the  volume  of  work  and  do  it  properly. 
With  the  indicated  increase  of  applications  the  work  must  continue  to 
fall  further  behind  unless  relief  is  afforded. 
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Notwithstanding  the  large  increase  in  arrears  of  work  on  hand,  it  is 
80  distributed  that  in  none  of  the  divisions  of  the  Office  was  the  work 
on  Jane  30  more  than  three  months  in  arrears. 

The  Commissioner  draws  attention  to  the  fact,  of  which  mention  has 
been  made  in  previous  annual  reports,  that  there  are  76  copyists  in 
the  Patent  Office  receiving  a  salary  of  but  $720  per  annum,  whereas 
the  salaries  paid  for  persons  doing  work  of  equal  grade  in  the  other 
bureaus  of  this  Department  is  $900.  He  regards  such  a  discrimination 
as  unwise  and  unjust,  and  states  that  it  has  the  effect  of  causing  a  loss, 
Irom  time  to  time,  of  employees  whose  capacity  to  dispatch  work  effi- 
ciently has  been  demonstrated,  by  transfers  to  other  Bureaus  and 
Departments  of  the  Government  in  which  for  the  same  service  $900  per 
annum  is  paid. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  steady  increase  in  the  business  of 
the  Patent  Office  and  to  the  necessity  for  an  additional  force  and  the 
providing  of  means  for  the  improvement  of  the  facilities  for  transact- 
ing the  steadily  increasing  volume  of  business.  To  that  end  the  Com- 
missioner recommends  an  appropriation  of  $49,020.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  present  condition  of  the  business  in  the  Patent  Office  is 
such  as  to  require  a  material  increase  in  its  force  in  order  to  properly  dis- 
pose thereof;  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  turned  into  the 
Treasury  receipts  from  this  Office,  over  and  above  its  running  exx>enses, 
aggregating  $5,093,014.23, 1  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  that  Congress 
provide  for  the  necessary  increase  in  the  clerical  force  of  his  Office. 

OFFICE  OF  RAILROAD  AFFAIRS. 

The  office  of  Auditor  of  Eailroad  Accounts  established  by  the  act  of 
June  19, 1878,  as  a  bureau  of  the  Interior  Department,  and  the  duties 
of  the  Auditor,  under  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  are  defined  to  be  ^'to  prescribe  a  system  of  reports  to  be 
rendered  to  him  by  the  railroad  companies  whose  roa  Is  are  in  whole  or 
in  part  west,  north,  or  south  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  and  to  which  the 
United  States  have  granted  any  loan  of  credit  or  subsidy  in  bonds  or 
lands;  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  each  of  said  railroad 
companies  once  in  each  fiscal  year,  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be 
deemed  by  him  necessary  to  determine  the  correctness  of  any  report 
received  from  them;  to  assist  the  Government  directors  of  any  of  said 
railroad  companies  in  all  matters  which  come  under  their  cognizance, 
whenever  they  may  officially  request  such  assistance;  to  see  that  the 
laws  relating  to  said  companies  are  enforced;  to  furnish  such  informa- 
tion to  the  several  Departments  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  tariffs 
for  freight  and  passengers  and  in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  said  rail- 
road companies  as  may  be  by  them  required,  or,  in  the  absence  of  any 
request  therefor,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government;  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the 


XLVIII      REPORT  OP  THE   SECRETARY  OP  THE   INTERIOR. 

luterior,  on  the  1st  day  of  ^November,  on  the  condition  of  each  of  said 
raikoad  companies,  their  roads,  accounts,  and  affairs,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  immediately  preceding."  The  title  of  Auditor  of 
Bailroad  Accounts  was  changed  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1881,  to  that 
of  Commissioner  of  Bailroads. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  sets  forth  the  operations  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  and  the  present  condition  of  the  several  railroads  which 
have  received  subsidies  in  bonds  and  in  grants  of  land  from  the  United 
States. 

The  Commissioner  remarks  on  the  very  depressed  condition  of  busi- 
ness, brought  about  by  the  failure  of  crops,  low  prices,  and  uncertainties 
in  political  affairs,  which  is  reflected  in  the  reports  of  greatly  reduced 
railroad  earnings  during  the  past  year  as  compared  with  former  years, 
in  the  unusually  large  number  of  roads  which  passed  into  receivers' 
hands  or  were  sold  at  foreclosure,  aud  in  the  unprecedentedly  small 
amount  of  new  construction.  He  notes,  however,  a  steady  improve- 
ment during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  particularly  in 
the  bond-aided  lines,  in  which  the  United  States  is  financially  inter- 
ested, and  states  that  the  outlook  for  larger  crops,  higher  prices,  and 
consequently  increased  railroad  earnings  is  very  encouraging. 

A  careful  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  bond-aided  lines  and  many 
of  the  land-grant  roads.  Substantial  improvements  were  noted  in  the 
maintenance  of  these  properties,  particularly  in  the  main  lines  of  the 
Union  and  Central  Pacific,  respectively,  and  the  roadbed  and  track 
are  kept  up  to  a  high  standard.  The  offices  of  these  bond-aided  roads 
were  visited  and  the  books  examined  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the 
amounts  due  the  United  States  for  the  year  under  the  existing  laws. 
The  results  for  the  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  show 
decreases  as  follows; 

Union  Pacific,  $42,587.42,  attributable  to  reduced  earnings  from  trans- 
portation of  Government  freight;  Central  Pacific,  $3,816.20,  and  Sioux 
City  and  Pacific  $66.58.  In  the  case  of  the  Central  Branch,  Union 
Pacific,  there  was  an  increase  of  $7,679.90,  caused  by  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  net  earnings. 

The  Commissioner  submits  statements  showing  in  detail  the  subsidy 
bonds  which  have  matured  and  in  the  payment  of  which  the  companies 
have  defaulted,  the  payments  of  the  United  States  on  account  of  inter- 
est, and  the  repayments  which  have  been  made  by  the  companies.  The 
bonds  and  cash  now  held  in  the  sinking  funds  in  the  United  States 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific  companies  are 
shown  in  detail. 

The  balance  of  debt  of  the  several  companies  to  the  United  States  on 
June  30,  1897,  after  deducting  all  credit  allowed  both  on  account  of 
bonds  and  interest  and  of  sinking  fund,  was  as  follows: 

Union  Pacific  (including  Kansas  Pacific) $53, 371, 180. 71 

Central  Pacific  (including  Western  Pacific) 59, 829, 032. 29 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 4,199,066.41 

Central  Branch,  Union  Pacific 3,765,998.97 
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The  report  recites  the  legislation  attempted  by  Congress  at  its  last 
session  looking  to  a  settlement  of  theindebtedness  of  these  companies. 

The  Commissioner  sets  forth  the  measures  taken  by  the  Department 
of  Justice  m  protecting  the  interests  of  the  Government  pending  the 
prosecution  of  suits  to  foreclose  the  Government  lien  on  the  Union  and 
Kansas  Pacific  railroads. 

The  report  contains  detailed  statements  pertaining  to  all  of  the  sub- 
sidized and  land-grant  railroads.  The  following  is  an  abstract  as  to 
the  earnings  and  payments  on  the  subsidized  portion  of  the  several 
bond-aided  roads  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1896,  under  the  acts 
of  1862, 1864,  and  1878,  these  statements  being  made  under  the  ^*  Thur- 
man  Act"  for  the  calendar  year.  The  full  report  gives  the  financial 
condition  and  other  statistics  to  June  30, 1897,  covering  both  aided  and 
nonaided  x>ortions. 

Union  Pacific. — The  gross  earnings  of  the  Union  division  for  the 
year  ended  December  31, 1896,  were  $10,853,881.07,  and  the  net  earn- 
ings $2,550,899.69.  The  requirement  for  the  year  wafi  a  sum  equal  to  5 
per  cent  of  the  net  earnings  and  the  entire  Government  transportation, 
and  amounted  to  $1,193,510.97,  being  $555,786.05  in  excess  of  25  per 
cent  of  the  net  earnings.  The  gross  earnings  of  the  aided  portion  of  the 
Kansas  division  was  $2,248,866.94,  and  the  net  earnings  $705,761.66. 
The  requirement  of  the  year  was  a  sum  equal  to  5  per  cent  of  the  net 
earnings  and  one-half  of  the  Government  transportation,  and  amounted 
to  $100,974.07.  The  total  amount  due  from  the  Union  Pacific  Bailway 
Company  on  account  of  the  Union  and  Kansas  divisions  for  the  year 
ended  December  31, 1896,  was  $1,294,485.04,  while  the  Government 
paid  out  in  interest  on  the  bonds  advanced  to  this  company  the  sum  of 
$1,650,384.97  during  the  corresponding  period. 

Central  Paoifio. — The  gross  earnings  of  the  aided  iK)rtion  of  the 
Central  Pacific  Bailroad  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1896,  were 
$7,789,191.94,  and  the  net  earnings  $1,115,466.42.  The  requirement 
for  the  year  was  a  sum  equal  to  5  per  cent  of  the  net  earnings  and  the 
entire  Government  transportation,  and  amounted  to  $644,573.83,  being 
$365,707.23  in  excess  of  25  per  cent  of  the  net  earnings,  while  the 
Government  paid  out  in  interest  on  the  bonds  advanced  to  this  com- 
pany the  sum  of  $1,433,620.80  during  the  corresiwndiug  period. 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific. — The  gross  earnings  of  the  aided  por- 
tion of  this  road  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1896,  amounted  to 
•378,001.93,  and  the  net  earnings  to  $106,764.93.  The  requirement  was 
5  per  cent  of  the  net  earnings  and  one-half  of  the  Government  transpor- 
tation, and  amounted  to  $19,991.35,  while  the  Government  paid  out  in 
interest  on  the  bonds  advanced  to  this  company  the  sum  of  $97,699.20 
during  the  corresponding  period. 

Central  Branch  Union  Pacific.— The  gross  earnings  of  the 
aided  portion  of  this  road  for  the  year  ended  December  31, 1896,  were 
$445,921.77,  and  the  net  earnings  $153,640.91.    The  requirement  was  5 
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per  cent  of  the  net  earnings  and  one-half  of  the  Government  transx>or- 
tation,  and  amounted  to  $15,868.06,  while  the  Government  paid  out  in 
interest  on  the  bonds  advanced  to  this  company  the  sum  of  $57,600 
during  the  corresponding  period. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  DIRECTORS   OP  THE  UNION  PACIFIC 

RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  act  of  July  1, 1862,  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  two  directors  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  to  repre- 
sent the  Government  and  act  with  the  regular  board  of  directors  of  the 
company.  By  the  act  of  July  2,  1864,  the  number  of  Government 
directors  was  increased  to  five.  They  are  required  to  attend  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board,  to  visit  all  portions  of  the  road  as  often  as  necessary, 
and  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  from  time  to  time  touch- 
ing the  condition  and  management  of  the  comx^any. 

The  compensation  of  a  director  is  $10  per  day  for  each  day  actuaUy 
employed,  and  mileage  fi*om  residence  to  place  of  meeting  and  return 
at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per  mile  each  way.  This  compensation  is  paid 
by  the  railway  company. 

The  report  of  the  Government  directors  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
way, for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  shows  that  there  have  been 
marked  improvements  both  in  the  character  of  the  roadbed  and  condi- 
tion of  the  equipment  of  the  road. 

The  comparative  statements  given  of  the  earnings  and  expenses  for 
each  month,  from  January  to  June,  1897,  indicate  an  increase  in  gross 
eamiugs  and  in  surplus  over  the  corresponding  period  in  1896;  the 
surplus  earnings  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  being  $192,005.15  in 
excess  of  the  earnings  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  directors  append  to  their  report  a  copy  of  a  special  report  made 
by  them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  January  23, 1897,  setting 
out  at  length  the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of  Justice 
and  the  reorganization  committee  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway,  which 
correspondence  resulted  in  the  following  agreement  being  reached: 
That  in  the  event  that  the  Government  should  proceed  to  foreclose  its 
lien  by  sale  of  the  railroad  property  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  sale  of  the  sinking  fund  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  said 
reorganization  committee  would  guarantee  a  minimum  bid  for  the  Union 
and  Kansas  Pacific  lines  of  railroad  and  property  within  the  lien  of  the 
Government,  and  for  the  cash  and  securities  in  the  United  States  Union 
Pacific  sinking  fund  taken  at  par,  which  shall  produce  to  the  Govern- 
ment, over  and  above  all  prior  liens  on  such  railways  and  sinking  fund, 
the  net  sum  of  $45,764,059.99.  As  security  for  the  performance  of  this 
agreement,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  deposited  with  the  United 
States  Trust  Company  of  New  York  the  sum  of  $4,500,000. 

The  directors  state  that  they  advised  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  and 
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8how  that  it  will  result  in  refunding  to  the  United  States  the  principal 
amount  of  the  bonds  originally  issued  and  the  sum  of  $32,843,629  on 
account  of  interest,  an  equivalent  to  over  3  per  cent  for  the  thirty  years 
during  which  the  bonds  have  run.  Or,  from  another  point  of  view,  the 
offer  is  equivalent  to  about  65  per  cent  of  the  total  present  obligation 
of  the  company  to  the  Government.  They  regard  it  as  preferable  to 
funding  and  extending  the  debt,  as  was  proposed  by  the  "Powers  bill" 
of  the  last  Congress. 

The  directors  review  at  length  the  various  suits  which  were  insti- 
tuted to  foreclose  the  first-mortgage  liens  and  the  subsidy  liens  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Union  and  Kansas  divisions,  respectively,  in 
accordance  with  the  above-mentioned  agreement,  and  recite  the  terms 
of  the  final  decrees  which  were  entered  in  such  suits.  The  decrees  in 
the  United  States  foreclosure  suits  fix  the  minimum  bids  which  the 
special  master  is  authorized  to  accept  for  the  Government  claim  at 
$23,000,000  for  the  Union  Division,  and  $2,500,000  for  the  subsidized 
portion  of  the  Kansas  Division.  It  is  also  provided  that  the  bonds 
held  in  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  sold  as  an  entirety  to  the  highest 
bidder,  no  bid  less  than  a  sum  equal  to  the  aggregate  par  value  of  all 
the  bonds  in  said  sinking  fund  to  be  accepted. 

They  estimate  the  total  amount  of  securities  taken  at  par  and  the 
cash  in  the  sinking  fund  at  $18,000,000;  since  the  guarantee  bid  of  the 
committee  of  $45,754,059.99  includes  the  sinking  fund,  it  follows  that 
the  minimum  bid  for  the  railroad  properties,  if  presently  sold  under 
the  decrees,  would  be  $27,754,059.99.  This  would  be  more  than 
$2,000,000  in  excess  of  the  minimum  bid  authorized  to  be  received  by 
the  decrees;  but  the  directors  urge  that  inasmuch  as  a  deposit  has 
actually  been  made  as  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
agreement  of  the  reorganization  committee,  no  sales  should  be  con- 
firmed which  shall  not  result  in  the  United  States  receiving  the  full 
sum  of  $45,754,059.99.  The  decrees  fix  the  total  amount  due  the  Gov- 
ernment for  principal  and  interest  from  both  the  Union  and  Kansas 
divisions  on  April  1, 1897,  at  $70,654,330.12,  so  that  the  bid  of  the 
committee  represents  a  loss  to  the  United  States  of  about  $25,000,000. 

The  directors  repeat  their  approval  of  the  action  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  in  accepting  the  proposition  of  the  reorganization  committee 
and  instituting  foreclosure  proceedings.  They  say  that,  having  "  always 
been  firmly  convinced  that  the  ownership  of  these  railroads  by  the 
Government  would  be  most  injurious  to  the  people,  would  result  in 
gross  inequalities  and  discriminations  in  favor  of  the  territory  served 
by  them,  and  would  be  a  prolific  source  of  political  corruption,  they 
find  themselves  unable  to  consider  the  subject  from  the  point  of  view 
of  Government  ownership,"  and  they  address  their  report  to  the  single 
question  of  realizing  for  the  Government  the  best  financial  return  for 
its  investment  in  this  property.    They  express  themselves  as  satisfied 
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that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Department  of  Justice  '^has  been  wise, 
discreet,  and  advantageous  to  the  Government,"  and  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  the  arrangement  having  been  openly  and  publicly  made 
in  January  last  and  the  sale  postponed  until  October^  there  has  been 
ample  time  for  all  great  railroad  corporations  and  financial  institutions 
to  examine  into  the  subject  in  detail  and  make  such  necessary  arrange- 
ments as  will  enable  them  to  become  bidders  at  the  sale. 

In  conclusion,  the  directors  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  foreclosnre 
suits  are  being  prosecuted  for  the  sale  of  the  securities  under  the  three 
collateral  trust  mortgages  made  by  the  Uni6n  Pacific  Kailway  Com- 
pany. Inasmuch  as  many  of  these  collaterals  have  greatly  advanced 
in  market  value,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  foreclosures  will  leave  sur- 
pluses applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  general  debts  of  the  company, 
they  argue  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  secure  to  the 
Union  Pacific  Bailway  Company  all  such  assets  or  surpluses  and  all 
property  of  every  form  not  covered  by  the  mortgages,  to  the  end  that 
the  aggregate  of  general  assets  may  form  the  largest  possible  fund  for 
part  payment  of  its  general  creditors. 

FORECLOSURE  SUITS. 

The  present  condition  of  the  suits  instituted  for  the  foreclosure  of  the 
Government  lien  on  the  Union  and  Kansas  Division  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Bail  way  is  as  follows : 

The  interest  of  the  United  States  in  the  Union  Division  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  terminated  on  November  1,  1897,  when  this  division 
was  sold  to  the  reorganization  committee,  of  which  Louis  Fitzgerald 
was  chairman. 

The  accepted  bids  covered  the  entire  indebtedness  to  the  Government 
to  November  1, 1897,  and  the  bonds,  at  par,  held  in  the  sinking  fund. 

The  amount  due  the  Government  consisted  of  the  principal  of  the 
subsidy  bonds,  $27,236,512,  and  the  unreimbursed  and  accrued  interest 
thereon,  $31,211,711.75,  making  the  total  indebtedness  $58,448,223.75. 
The  sinking  fund  in  the  United  States  Treasury  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany consists  of  $4,549,368.26  uninvested  cash,  and  $13,645,250  in 
bonds,  aggregating  in  all  $18,194,618.26.  Deducting  this  Aind  firom  the 
indebtedness,  a  balance  of  $40,253,605.49  remains  of  the  debt. 

The  bonds  in  the  sinking  fund  were  sold  at  par  to  the  same  commit- 
tee for  $13,645,250,  making  the  total  bids  by  the  reorganization  com- 
mittee, together  with  the  cash  in  the  sinking  fund,  $58,528,532.76,  the 
total  indebtedness. 

The  sale  of  the  Kansas  Division  of  the  Union  Pacific  Bailway  has 
been  postponed  until  December  15, 1897.  The  debt  of  this  division  to 
the  Government  on  November  1, 1897,  was  the  principal  of  the  subsidy 
bonds,  $6,303,000,  and  the  unreimbursed  and  accrued  interest  thereon, 
$6,626,690.33,  making  a  total  of  $12,929,690.33. 
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THE  ELEVENTH  CENSUS. 

The  supervisory  powers  relating  to  the  acts  of  marshals  and  others  in 
taking  and  returning  the  census  were  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  the  act  creating  the  Department.  Prior  to  that  time  such 
powers  were  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Commissioner  of  Labor,  by  authority  of  an  act  of  October  3, 
1893,  was  directed  and  authorized  bv  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  perform  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  Census  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  1896,  Congress  abolished  the  "Office  of  the 
Eleventh  Census,"  and  provided  for  the  completion  of  the  unfinished 
work  thereof  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary.  Under  the  same  act,  the 
continuance  of  the  services  of  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  in  charge  of 
the  Eleventh  Census  was  authorized,  and  the  census  work  was  there- 
after conducted  under  his  supervision  in  the  Census  Division  of  the 
Secretary's  office.  Subsequently  the  Census  Division  was  abolished, 
and  a  census  clerk  was  provided  for,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
records  of  the  Eleventh  Census.  The  Eleventh  Census  is  practically  a 
matter  of  the  past,  and,  in  accordance  with  his  request,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Labor  has  been  relieved  of  all  further  responsibility  in  con- 
nection with  the  office,  the  latter  being  in  the  hands  of  the  census  clerk. 

The  Coihmissioner  of  Labor,  in  his  report,  calls  attention  to  the  neces- 
sity for  early  legislation  providing  for  the  Twelfth  and  subsequent  cen- 
sus enumerations.  A  bill  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate  incidentally 
providing  for  a  permanent  census  office,  but  more  specifically  making 
provision  for  the  immediate  creation  of  a  force,  under  a  director*  or 
superintendent,  for  the  purpose  of  making  preparations  for  the  Twelfth 
Census.  It  would  have  been  well  had  some  legislation  taken  place 
during  the  last  session,  thus  securing  ample  time  for  the  details  of 
preparation  for  future  census  work.  Should  the  census  bill  become  a 
law  early  the  coming  winter,  whoever  has  charge  of  the  next  enumera- 
tion will  have  a  year's  advantage  of  his  predecessors,  but  even  then 
none  too  much  time  for  careful  preparation.  I  earnestly  hope,  there- 
fore, that  there  will  be  speedy  action  in  securing  proper  legislation  for 
the  Twelfth  Census. 

I  am  satisfied  that  many  of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  during 
the  past  two  or  three  enumerations  could  have  been  avoided  had  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Census  Office  had  sufficient  time  in  which  to 
make  preparations.  At  the  Ninth  Census,  I  am  advised,  the  Superin- 
tendent did  not  know  under  what  form  or  system  the  enumeration  was 
to  be  made  until  a  short  time  before  active  work  was  to  begin,  while 
the  Tenth  Census  was  taken  in  accordance  with  an  act  approved  March 
3, 1879,  a  little  more  than  a  year  before  the  enumeration,  although 
important  amendments,  without  which  that  enumeration  could  not 
have  been  made,  were  not  enacted  as  law  until  June  16, 1880,  two 
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weeks  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  actual  euameration. 
The  act  providing  for  the  Eleventh  Census  (that  of  1890)  was  approved 
March  1, 1889,  but  legislation  making  provision  for  important  inquiries 
did  not  take  place  until  February  22, 1890,  barely  three  months  before 
the  enumerators  commenced  their  work.  The  Superintendent,  of 
course,  could  not  perfect  his  schedules  or  make  any  final  preparation 
for  the  enumeration  of  1890  until  after  the  date  last  named.  Insuffi- 
cient and  tardy  legislation  is  not  the  fault,  probably,  of  any  committee 
of  either  the  House  or  Senate,  the  inherent  difficulty  lying  in  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  officer  on  duty  whose  particular  business  it  is  to  see 
that  the  details  of  the  census  are  properly  prepared  and  digested  for 
enactment  into  law. 

At  my  request  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  has  specifically  set  forth 
the  necessity  for  early  legislation  in  a  communication  of  date  Octo- 
ber 11,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you  for  your  information.  With 
ample  time  the  head  of  the  Census  Office  can  work  out  the  details  of 
methods  that  will  insure  for  the  coming  enumeration  many  reforms  over 
past  methods,  and  among  these  reforms  there  should  be  some  means  by 
which  the  inquiries  can  be  reduced  and  the  number  and  size  of  the 
reports  on  final  results  greatly  lessened.  The  completed  reports  of  the 
Eleventh  Census  number  twenty- five  quarto  volumes,  and  this  is  a  great 
reduction  of  the  number  of  reports  contemplated  by  law.  Several 
branches  of  inquiries  can  be  eliminated  from  the  Twelfth  Census,  either 
by  postponement  or  transfer  to  bureaus  already  in  existence. 

GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY. 

The  office  of  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  was  established 
March  3, 1879,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 

The  work  of  the  Geological  Survey  in  its  several  branches  was 
actively  prosecuted  throughout  the  year.  A  general  plan  of  ox>era- 
tious  was  submitted  by  the  Director  and  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  June  22, 1896,  and  the  work  was  executed  in  conformity 
with  such  plan. 

The  Survey  is  organized  in  four  branches:  Geology,  topography, 
publication,  and  administration,  and  within  each  of  these  branches 
there  are  several  divisions. 

In  the  Geologic  Branch  30  parties  have  worked  in  27  States  and  in 
Alaska  and  Indian  Territory.  The  geological  work  included  the  study 
of  the  surficial  and  glacial  formations  of  the  southeastern  and  northern 
central  States ;  the  geological  problems  connected  with  the  underground 
water  supply  of  the  arid  and  Great  Plains  region  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River;  the  continuation  of  the  mapping  of  the  areal  and  struc- 
tural geology  of  the  coal  and  iron  belt  of  the  Appalachian  region;  the 
continuation  of  the  survey  of  the  great  iron-ore  district  of  the  Lake 
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Sax>erior  region ;  the  study  and  mapping  of  the  mineral-bearing  areas 
in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Eocky  Mountain  States;  the  completion  of  the 
survey  and  map  of  the  phosphate  belt  of  Florida,  and  the  study  of 
many  minor  problems,  accounts  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Director's 
Annual  Keport. 

CJnder  the  recent  legislation  (act  of  June  11, 1896,  29  Stat.  L.,  413) 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  levels  and  permanent  monuments 
and  bench  marks,  the  Survey  took  a  step  toward  the  preparation  of  a 
much  higher  grade  of  topographic  maps.  During  the  year  10,840  mile« 
of  levels  were  run,  and  1,820  bench  marks  were  established  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  The  topographic  surveys  covered  27,466  square  miles, 
distributed  through  25  States  and  Territories. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  4, 1897,  provision  was  made  for  a 
survey  of  the  forest  reserves  by  the  Geological  Survey,  and  an.  appro- 
priation of  $150,000  was  made  for  the  purpose.  The  plan  of  opera- 
tions for  this  work  was  approved  early  in  June,  and  before  the  close  of 
the  month  surveying  parties  left  Washington  to  begin  the  work  in  the 
Black  Hills  Eeserve,  S.  Dak. ',  the  Teton  and  Big  Horn  reserves,  Wyo. ; 
the  Bitter  Boot,  Flathead,  and  Priest  Eiver  reserves,  Mont. ;  and  the 
Washington  Reserve,  in  the  State  of  Washington.  Plans  were  also 
approved  for  an  examination  of  the  distribution  of  the  forests  in  these 
reserves.  It  is  anticipated  that  before  the  close  of  the  field  season 
sufficient  data  will  have  been  secured  in  relation  to  the  settled  areas  of 
the  reserves  embraced  in  the  Executive  orders  and  proclamations  which 
were  by  the  act  of  June  4,  1897,  suspended  from  the  operation  of 
the  statute  until  March  1,  1898,  to  enable  the  Department  to  form  an 
opinion  based  upon  maps  and  notes,  as  to  population  and  improvements 
included  within  the  reserves;  also  the  distribution  of  the  forested  and 
agricultural  lands. 

In  the  Division  of  Hydrography  field  work  has  been  carried  on  in  a 
manner  similar  to  that  of  preceding  years,  but  more  streams  have  been 
measured  and  a  greater  area  has  been  covered  by  the  investigation  of 
underground  waters  and  artesian  wells.  In  the  humid  region  of  New 
England,  the  Atlantic  Coast,  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  the  woik 
consisted  principally  in  ganging  streams  and  studying  the  problems 
connected  with  local  artesian  water  supply.  In  the  subhumid  region 
of  the  Dakotas,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  and  Texas  the  principal  work  has 
been  in  connection  with  the  artesian  investigation,  although  a  consider- 
able number  of  stream  measurements  have  also  been  made.  In  the  arid 
region  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Pacific  Coast  States,  the  principal 
work  has  consisted  in  maintaining  measurements  of  the  discharge  of 
streams  rising  in  high  mountains  and  flowing  out  upon  the  adjacent 
valleys.  The  results  of  the  operations  of  this  division  are  given  in 
Part  IV  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Survey,  which  is 
devoted  entirely  to  hydrography. 

The  Division  of  Mineral  Resources  has  maintained  its  usual  accuracy 
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and  promptness.  The  two  large  volumes  for  the  calendar  year  1895,  on 
the  metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals,  were  distributed  prior  to  the 
assembling  of  Congress,  and  the  data  for  the  mineral  production  for  the 
calendar  year  1896  were  gathered  and  prepared  for  publication  before 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  publications  of  the  Survey  have  appeared  with  unusual  prompt- 
ness, the  entire  Seventeenth  Annual  Eeport,  comprising  4  volumes, 
aggregating  2,998  jiages,  with  numerous  illustrations  and  maps,  being 
printed  and  distributed  during  the  year.  There  were  also  issued  2 
monographs,  13  bulletins,  G  smaller  bulletins  of  the  water-supply  series, 
and  10  geologic  folios.  Special  attention  is  called  to  Monograph 
XXVIII,  on  the  Marquette  iron-bearing  district,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  thorough  reports  yet  published  upon  the  iron-ore 
producing  formations  of  the  United  States. 

The  subdivisional  surveys  of  the  Indian  Territory  were  carried  for- 
ward systematically  until  checked  by  the  failure  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  on  March  4, 1897.  The  work  was  resumed  the  latter  part 
of  June,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  field  surveys  of  the  Territory, 
exclusive  of  the  Chickasaw  Kation,  will  be  completed  in  Decemb^, 
and  all  field  notes  and  plats  filed  with  the  Department  by  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898.  Under  the  special  appropriation 
for  the  resurvey  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  work  was  begun  in  the  latter 
part  of  June,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  field  work  of  the  entire  area 
will  be  completed  by  July  1, 1898. 

The  number  of  miles  surveyed  in  the  Indian  Territory  from  July  1, 
1896,  to  April  17, 1897,  was  16,079,  and  the  total  number  of  miles  to 
that  date,  38,411,  leaving  about  320  miles  of  exterior  lines  to  be  run 
and  9,500  of  subdivisional  lines,  including  the  necessary  meanders. 
The  topographic  mapping  has  been  prosecuted  contemporaneously  with 
the  subdivisional  work,  an  area  of  17,430  square  miles  having  been 
mapped  since  the  beginning  of  the  work.  In  connection  with  the 
topographic  work,  and  iu  conformity  with  the  law  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  bench  marks,  4,174  miles  of  spirit  leveling  were  run  and 
700  permanent  bench  marks  were  established. 

The  expense  of  the  topographic  work,  spirit  leveling  and  permanent 
bench  marks  and  of  the  land  subdivisional  surveys  to  April  15, 1897, 
was  nearly  $26,000  less  than  the  contract  price  for  the  simple  subdivi- 
sional surveys  would  have  been,  showing  that  it  is  far  more  profitable 
for  the  Government  to  do  this  work  in  large  areas  by  its  own  surveyors 
than  by  the  contract  system.  It  can  be  done  much  more  thoroughly, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  topographic  map  can  be  made  and  permanent 
iron  monuments  established  at  township  corners,  upon  which  the  eleva- 
tion above  the  sea  is  recorded.  If  the  topographic  surveys  already 
completed  in  the  Territory  had  been  made  independently  of  the  land 
survey,  they  would  have  cost  the  Government  between  $80,000  and 
$85,000. 
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As  a  whole,  the  work  of  the  Survey  has  progressed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  usefulness  of  the  work  will  be 
augmented  during  the  fiscal  year  1897-98. 

OFFICE   OF   EDUCATION. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 1867  (14  Stat.  L.,  434),  estab- 
lished a  Department  of  Education — 

For  the  parpose  of  collecting  such  statiBtics  and  facts  as  shall  show  the  condition 
and  progress  of  education  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  and  of  diffusing  such 
information  respecting  the  organization  and  management  of  school  systems  and 
methods  of  teaching  as  shall  aid  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  estahlish- 
ment  aod  maintenance  of  efficient  school  systems  and  otherwise  promote  the  cause 
of  education. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  20, 1868  (15  Stat.  L.,  106),  the 
Department  of  Education  was  abolished,  and  instead  there  was  ^'estab- 
lished and  attached  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  an  office  to  be 
denominated  the  Office  of  Educatiou,  the  chief  officer  of  which  shall 
be  the  Commissioner  of  Education,  «  •  «  who  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  discharge  all  such  duties 
and  superintend,  execute,  and  perform  all  such  acts  and  things  touch- 
ing and  respecting  the  said  Office  of  Education  as  are  devolved  by  law 
upon  said  Commissioner  of  Education." 

The  Commissioner  of  Education  reports  that  during  the  past  year  the 
office  has  continued  its  work  of  preparing  a  statement  of  the  condition 
and  progress  of  education  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  by 
collating  the  information  obtained  on  over  12,000  statistical  returns 
that  were  received  during  the  year,  and  by  the  examination  of  nearly 
8,000  catalogues  of  special  institutions  and  2,000  printed  reports.  The 
information  so  collated  has  been  tabulated  and  the  results  discussed  in 
detail  in  the  annual  report  of  the  office  for  1895-96,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Public  Printer.  The  act  of  Congress,  approved  January  12, 
1895,  regulating  the  public  printing  has  made  it  possible  to  print  the 
annual  reports  of  the  office  without  the  delays  formerly  necessitated 
by  the  awaiting  of  the  special  appropriation  therefor  on  the  part  of 
Congress.  Under  this  act  the  first  volume  of  the  annual  report  is 
printed  within  six  or  seven  months  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
and  is  followed  by  a  second  volume  four  or  five  months  later.  The 
public  has  now  the  use  of  the  report  of  the  Office  of  Education  one  or 
two  years  earlier  than  has  been  found  possible  hitherto. 

WhUe  the  act  in  question  has  facilitated  the  issue  of  the  annual 
rei)ort  of  the  office,  it  has  seriously  interfered  with  the  printing  of  cir- 
culars and  documents  required  in  its  proper  administration  by  restrict- 
ing the  printing  of  any  report,  publication,  or  document  to  the  number 
of  1,000  of  each  in  any  one  fiscal  year  without  authorization  therefor  by 
Congress.  Many  circulars  covering  the  history  of  higher  education  in 
the  States  and  other  circulars  on  various  educational  subjects,  for  which 
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there  is  great  demand,  are  in  the  office  awaiting  pablicatiou,  but  can  not 
be  issued  unless  special  appropriation  for  the  printing  thereof  is  made  by 
Congress,  and  the  restriction  as  to  the  number  of  copies  imposed  by  said 
act  is  removed.  The  Commissioner  recommends  an  appropriation  of 
$20,000  as  a  printing  fund,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  use  the  same 
in  the  publication  of  a  bulletin. 

According  to  the  tabulated  returns  of  the  schools  of  the  country  for 
the  year  1895-96,  there  were  almost  14,000,000  children  receiving  ele- 
mentary instruction  in  the  public  schools,  and  1,250,000  in  the  private 
schools.  In  the  public  high  schools  there  were  nearly  400,000  more, 
and  somewhat  less  than  200,000  in  private  academies  and  preparatory 
schools.  The  universities  and  colleges  enrolled  nearly  100,000  students, 
while  the  professional  schools  of  the  United  States  had  an  enrollment  of 
63,000;  in  the  training  schools  for  teachers  there  were  upward  of  60,000 
students.  The  value  of  the  school  property  owned  by  the  public 
amounted  to  $456,000,000,  and  the  total  annual  expenditure  in  the 
public  schools  was  $184,000,000.  In  the  Southern  States  there  were 
4,000,000  of  white  children  enrolled,  and  about  1,500,000  colored  chil- 
dren. The  average  length  of  the  school  year  for  the  whole  country 
was  140  days. 

The  comparative  statistics  of  the  pubUc  schools  of  the  United  States, 
showing  the  total  population,  number  of  pupils  enrolled,  the  number 
of  schoolhouses,  teachers,  etc.,  and  the  amount  of  expenditures  for 
seven  years,  including  1890, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895,  and  1896,  will 
convey  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  this  interest  and  of  its  rate  of 
growth. 

Groioth  of  the  common  schools. 


Year. 


1870-71. 
1874-75. 
1879-80. 
1884-85. 
1888-90. 
1890-91. 
1891-92. 
1892-93. 
1893-94. 
1894-95. 
189&-96. 


PapiU 
enrolled. 


7, 561, 582 

8, 785, 678 

9, 867, 505 

11, 398, 024 

12, 722, 581 

13, 050, 132 

13, 255, 921 

13, 483. 340 

13, 995, 357 

014,201,752 

a  14, 379, 078 


Teachers. 

Male. 
90.293 

Female. 

i 
129. 932 

108,791 

149, 074 

122, 795 

163, 798 

121, 762 

204,154 

125, 525 

238,397 

123,360 

245,028 

121,  573 

252, 653 

122,472 

260,278 

125,  402 

263, 547 

128, 376 

267, 951 

130, 366 

269, 959 

ToUl 
expenditnre. 

Expended 

per  capita 

of  pojin- 

latiou. 

^,  107, 612 

$1.75 

83,504,007 

1.91 

78, 094, 687 

1.56 

110, 328, 375 

1.96 

140,  506, 715 

2.24 

147,494,809 

2.31 

155, 817, 012 

2.40 

164, 171, 057 

2.48 

172, 502, 843 

2.53 

178, 215, 556 

2.59 

184,453,780 

2.61 

Expended 
per  pnpil. 


$15.20 
15.91 
12.71 
15.12 
17.23 
17.54 
18.20 
18.58 
18.62 
18.98 
18.92 


a  The  fi genres  for  1894-95  and  1805-96  ore  subject  to  correction. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  maintained  in  Alaska  20  day  scholos 
under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Education  Office,  with  23 
teachers  and  an  enrollment  of  1,267  pupils.  These  schools,  together 
with  about  20  mission  schools  and  homes  conducted  by  the  various 
missionary  organizations  of  the  United  States  (the  most  efficient  of 
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which  is  the  Mly  eqaipped  iudastrial  school  at  Sitka),  and  a  few  schools 
of  the  RussoGreek  Church,  supported  by  the  Imperial  Eussian  Gov- 
ernment, constitute  the  educational  facilities  of  Alaska. 

Southeastern  Alaska  is  within  easy  communication  by  a  line  of 
steamers  which  make  trips  from  Puget  Sound  every  two  weeks  during 
the  entire  year.  The  schools  in  this  region  are  under  the  immediate 
8Ui)ervision  of  a  district  superintendent.  A  local  school  committee 
has  been  organized  wherever  the  white  x>opulation  has  been  sufficient 
for  the  comi>osition  of  such  a  committee.  In  the  towns  of  Sitka, 
Juneau,  and  Douglas  separate  schools  are  maintained  for  the  white 
and  native  children.  From  the  smaller  day  schools  the  more  promis- 
ing of  the  native  pupils  are  sent  to  the  industrial  school  at  Sitka, 
where,  in  addition  to  the  instruction  received  from  books,  the  girls  are 
trained  in  cooking  and  household  duties  and  the  boys  in  carpentering, 
blacksmithing,  and  shoemaking. 

During  the  summer  of  1896  a  much-needed  schoolhouse  was  erected 
near  the  Treadwell  gold  mine  at  Douglas,  in  southeast  Alaska,  and  this 
season  a  school  building  has  been  completed  at  Hoonah,  a  large  native 
settlement  on  Ghicagoff  Island. 

A  public  school  was  opened  in  Circle  City,  in  the  Yukon  mining  dis- 
trict, in  September,  1896. 

There  are  at  present  five  herds  of  reindeer  in  Alaska,  one  at  Cape 
Prince  of  Wales,  numbering  253;  one  at  Cape  Nome  (under  three 
Esquimo  apprentices)  numbering  218;  one  at  the  Swedish  mission 
station  at  Golovin  Bay,  and  one  at  St.  James  Episcopal  station,  near 
the  former,  the  two  numbering  together  206;  the  central  Government 
herd  at  Teller  reindeer  station  numbering  423,  making  a  total  of  1,100 
head.  The  needs  of  the  service  are  fully  set  forth  in  a  recent  report  of 
Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson,  general  agent  of  education  in  Alaska,  which  wQl 
be  found  in  the  appendix  hereto.    (Exhibit  F.) 

The  opening  of  the  new  mines  on  the  Klondike  Biver  threatens  to 
draw  away  the  settlements  in  and  about  Circle  City  in  the  Yukon  min- 
ing district.  In  former  reports  of  the  office  a  plan  to  arrange  a  rein- 
deer express  connecting  the  towns  in  line  from  Bering  Strait  to  Kadiak 
Island  has  been  described.  The  superintendent  of  the  Teller  Reindeer 
Station,  Alaska,  has  recently  made  a  successful  trial  trip  over  this 
route,  thereby  demonstrating  the  practicability  of  communication,  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  between  civilization  and  arctic  Alaska.  At 
the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  orders  have  been  issued 
to  bring  such  reindeer  as  have  been  trained  to  harness  to  St.  Michaels, 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  officer  commanding  the  United 
States  Army  post  at  that  station  for  use  in  transporting  provisions, 
etc.,  to  the  Klondike  mining  region  should  scarcity  of  food  among  the 
mining  population  in  that  region  demand  such  course. 

Foi  the  purpose  of  transportation  a  large  number  of  male  reindeer  at 
the  Teller  Station  and  elsewhere  are  under  active  training.    It  is  pro- 
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X>osed  to  detail  three  of  the  skilled  herdsmen  with  30  reindeer  broken 
to  harness  to  the  upper  Yukon  the  present  season  for  the  use  of  the 
miners  in  the  gold  camps.  The  reindeer  finds  pasturage  at  nearly  all 
places  in  Alaska  on  the  long  moss  which  grows  there,  while  dog  teams 
require  animal  food,  and  this  must  form  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
freight  that  they  carry.  While  a  dog  team  can  travel  from  20  to  30 
miles  a  day,  the  reindeer  can  travel  60  miles  and  even  90  miles.  The 
reindeer  herd  promises  to  be  the  solution  of  the  most  important  Alaska 
problem  which  is  to  furnish  rapid  transit  winter  and  summer,  and  to 
utilize  the  only  abundant  food  there,  namely,  the  moss. 

The  statistics  for  1895-96  for  agricultural  and  mechanical  colleges 
endowed  by  acts  of  Congress  approved  June  2, 1862,  and  August  30, 
1890,  with  public  lands  or  a  part  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
thereof  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  Congress. 

It  is  shown  by  the  table  giving  the  financial  statistics  of  these  insti- 
tutions that  each  of  the  States  and  Territories  received  its  quota  of 
$21,000  from  the  United  States  Treasury  under  the  act  of  August  30, 
1890,  appropriating  $15,000  the  first  year,  $16,000  the  second  year,  and 
an  annual  increase  until  the  annual  appropriation  reaches  the  sum  of 
$25,000,  in  the  year  1901.  These  States  and  Territories  having  reported 
the  proper  application  of  the  previous  year's  endowment  in  accordance 
with  the  act  of  Congress,  were  certified  to  the  United  States  Treasurer 
as  entitled  to  the  sum  of  $21,000. 

THE  ASSISTANT  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

The  report  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-Gteneral  for  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  hereto  (marked  Exhibit 
G),  and  shows  the  character  and  extent  of  the  work  of  the  law  division. 

Hon.  Isaac  H.  Lionberger,  of  Missouri,  succeeded  Hon.  William  A. 
Little  as  Assistant  Attorney-General  for  this  Department  on  October 
26, 1896;  and  on  March  23,  1897,  shortly  after  the  incoming  of  the 
present  Administration,  Mr,  Lionberger  was  succeeded  by  Hon.  Willis 
Van  Devanter,  of  Wyoming, 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  consist 
mainly  of  the  examination  of  cases  brought  before  the  Department  on 
appeal  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  involving 
all  questions  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain  under  the 
numerous  laws  pertaining  to  homestead,  preemption,  or  timber-culture 
entries,  mineral  lands,  desert  lands,  swamp  lands,  school  lands,  rail- 
road grants,  etc.  In  order  to  formulate  decisions  upon  these  questions 
for  the  signature  of  the  Secretary,  the  assistant  attorneys  in  this  office 
are  called  upon  to  examine  the  records  in  these  cases,  amounting  fire- 
quently  to  hundreds  and  sometimes  thousands  of  pages,  and  to  famil- 
iarize themselves  with  the  laws  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  previous 
departmental  decisions  bearing  upon  the  questions  involved.    Many 
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of  the  cases  present  difficult  questions  of  law,  calling  for  intelligent 
and  painstaking  research. 

This  work  has  daring  the  past  year  been  especially  difficult  and 
onerous,  on  account  of  the  uuprecedented  number  of  records  contain- 
ing very  voluminous  transcripts  of  testimony  and  presenting  important 
and  closely  contested  legal  propositions.  An  unusually  large  number 
of  motions  for  review,  usually  incident  to  a  change  of  Administration, 
have  been  filed  and  disposed  of  during  the  last  eight  months.  In 
addition  to  these  matters,  a  considerable  number  of  questions  per- 
taining to  other  bureaus  and  branches  of  this  Department  have  been 
referred  to  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  for  his  opinion. 

The  number  of  assistant  attorneys  in  this  office  is  not  sufficient  to 
dispose  of  the  great  volume  of  work  which  comes  before  the  office,  and 
the  compensation  provided  for  some  of  them  is  not  commensurate  with 
either  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done  or  the  ability  and  learning 
required. 

PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

Section  92  of  act  of  January  12, 1895,  regulating  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  public  documents,  provides  that  ^^  public  documents 
received  by  the  several  Executive  Departments  shall  be  distributed  by 
a  competent  person"  who  << shall  keep  an  account  in  detail  of  all  publi- 
cations received  and  distributed  by  him.  He  shall  prevent  duplication, 
and  make  detailed  report  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  who  shall 
transmit  the  same  annually  to  Congress." 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  document  division  shows  that  publica- 
tions of  the  Government  were  received  during  the  year  by  the  several 
Offices  and  Bureaus  of  the  Department,  as  follows : 

Office  of  the  Secretary 153,088 

Patent  Office 429,070 

General  Land  Office 80,616 

Pension  Office 6,848 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs 6,900 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Railroads 1, 611 

Office  of  Edncation 99,500 

Geological  Snrvey 298,878 

Total 1,076,511 

Of  those  received  by  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  73,429  were  Eeports 
of  the  Eleventh  Census,  comprising  Final  Keports  on  Eeal  Estate  Mort- 
gages; Vital  Statistics,  parts  2  and  4;  Insane,  Feeble-minded,  Deaf, 
Dumb,  and  Blind;  Crime,  Pauperism,  and  Benevolence,  part  1;  Insur- 
auce,  part  2,  Life;  Farms  and  Homes;  Proprietorship  and  Indebted- 
ness, and  Monographs  on  Agriculture  by  Irrigation,  second  edition, 
and  Occupations  of  the  Population. 

The  whole  number  of  reports  of  the  census  received  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  is  554,696.  Since  that  date  a  portion  of  the  edition  of 
part  3  of  the  Compendium  and  of  part  2  of  the  Final  Beport  on  Popu- 
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lation,  ordered  by  CoDgress,  has  been  delivered  by  the  Grovemment 
Printing  Office.  There  Htill  remain  to  be  published  of  this  series  the 
report  on  Vital  Statistics,  part  1,  and  the  Statistical  Atlas.  It  will, 
therefore,  probably  be  the  middle  of  1898  before  the  complete  report  of 
the  census  of  1890  is  laid  before  the  public. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  copies  each  of  volumes  162  to  166 
of  United  States  Eeports  were  delivered  to  the  Department  by  the 
reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  681  of  the  Revised  Statutes  and  of  act  of  February  12,  1889, 
which  have  been  distributed  to  judicial  and  other  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment entitled  to  receive  them.  Since  the  passage  of  this  act  Con- 
gress has  authorized  the  appointment  of  a  number  of  additional  United 
States  judges  and  the  holding  of  courts  in  new  places  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  so  that  the  number  of  copies  received  is  now 
insufficient  for  a  full  compliance  with  its  provisions.  The  attention 
of  Congress  has  been  repeatedly  called  to  this  subject  and  additional 
legislation  in  the  premises  urged.  A  bill  having  this  in  view  passed 
the  Senate  during  the  last  Congress,  but  was  not  considered  by  the 
House.  A  similar  bill  ^Ho  provide  for  the  farther  distribution  of  the 
Reports  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court"  is  now  before  the  Senate. 
It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  favorable  action  may  be  taken  upon  it  by 
both  Houses  at  an  early  day,  and  the  Department  be  thus  enabled  to 
meet  the  urgent  requests  for  these  reports  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
Government  who  suppose  themselves  entitled,  under  existing  laws,  to 
receive  them. 

The  Official  Register  of  the  United  States  for  1897  is  now  in  process 
of  preparation.  It  is  expected  that  volume  1  of  this  work  will  be  pub- 
lished early  in  December,  and  volume  2  in  March  next. 

The  sum  of  $1,712.57  was  received  from  the  sale  of  documents  during 
the  year  by  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  and  $1,756.07  by  the  Geological 
Survey.  The  amount  received  by  the  Patent  Office  from  the  sale  of 
its  own  publications  is  not  separately  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  giving  the  receipts  of  that  office. 

THE  TERRITORIES. 

ALASKA. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  17,  1884  (23  Stat.,  24),  a 
district  government  was  provided  for  the  Russian  purchase  known  as 
Alaska.  Provision  was  made  therein  for  a  governor,  a  district  court, 
a  land  office  at  Sitka,  and  four  commissioners.  The  laws  of  the  State 
of  Oregon  and  the  mineral-land  laws  were  extended  over  the  district, 
but  the  public-land  laws  of  the  United  States  were  expressly  excepted 
from  operation  therein.  Subsequently,  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3,  1891  (26  Stat.,  1099),  the  town-site  laws  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  town  sites  and  the  acquirement  of  title  thereto  from 
the  Government  was  extended  to  Alaska. 
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The  population  of  the  district,  according  to  the  census  of  1890,  was 
32,052,  which  has  been  greatly  augmented  since;  notably  so  during  the 
last  two  years,  when  discoveries  of  valuable  gold  mines  in  Alaska,  and 
particularly  in  the  Klondike  region,  has  caused  a  large  influx  of  white 
people  from  all  grades  in  society.  This  increase  in  the  population, 
which  in  all  likelihood  will  continue  for  some  time  to  come,  together 
with  the  number  of  new  mines  constantly  being  opened  up  and  the  valu- 
able output  therefrom,  has  caused  new  towns  and  villages  to  spring  up, 
advanced  commerce,  and  stimulated  and  developed  new  industries  and 
business  conditions  to  such  an  extent  that  the  existing  laws  in  the  dis- 
trict do  not  provide  adequate  protection  therefor.  In  other  words,  the 
organic  act  is  no  longer  sufficient  for  the  administration  of  justice  and 
the  enforcement  of  law  and  order  or  the  economic  administration  of 
government  in  the  district.  Congress  at  Its  last  session  (sundry  civil 
act,  approved  June  4,  1897)  sought  temporarily  to  provide  for  this 
emergency  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  four  additional  commis- 
sioners, who  have  all  been  appointed  and  have  probably  reached  their 
posts  of  duty.  By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  24,  1897,  a 
surveyor-general  for  the  district  was  specifically  provided  for;  and  an 
additional  land  office  was  created,  but  the  latter  could  not  be  opened,  as 
no  appropriation  was  made  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers  to  be  placed 
m  chaige  thereof. 

Existing  conditions  in  the  District  of  Alaska  demand  a  radical  change 
in  the  laws  relating  thereto,  and  that  it  be  plaeed  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  existing  Territories  in  the  United  States.  To  that  end,  I  recom- 
mend that  the  public-land  laws  be  extended  to  the  District,  that  addi- 
tional land  offices  be  created  and  appropriations  made  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect;  that  the  granting  of  rights  of  way  for  railroads,  tele- 
graph and  telephone  lines  and  the  construction  of  roads  and  trails  be 
specifically  authorized;  that  provision  be  made  for  the  incorporation  of 
municipalities,  providing  for  the  holding  of  elections,  defining  qualifi- 
cations for  voting,  and  giving  such  powers  as  are  used  and  exercised 
by  municipalities  elsewhere;  that  the  legal  and  political  status  of  the 
native  population,  which  is  in  doubt,  be  defined;  that  citizenship  be 
extended  to  the  Metlakahtla  Indians  who  emigrated  from  British  Colum- 
bia and,  under  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891 
(26  Stat.,  1101),  now  occupy  Annette  Island;  that  complete  Territorial 
government  be  authorized  and  established,  and  that  representation  in 
Congress  be  granted. 

It  will  probably  be  found  necessary  to  divide  Alaska  into  two  Terri- 
tories. The  coast  country  from  the  boundary  of  British  Columbia  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Yukon  Eiver,  including  the  islands,  forming  one  gov- 
ernment and  the  balance  of  the  district  the  other. 

The  governor  of  Alaska,  John  G.  Brady,  in  his  report  on  the  condi- 
tion of  aftairs  in  the  district,  gives  an  interesting  summary  of  events 
transpiring  therein  from  the  year  1867  to  the  present  time.  He  states 
that  the  encouragement  given  to  minmg  by  the  full  extension  of  the 
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miniDg  laws  under  the  organic  act  has  pushed  that  industry  forward 
by  leaps  and  bounds;  that  nothing,  however,  has  so  retarded  the  true 
and  substantial  growth  of  the  country  as  the  inability  on  the  i>art  of 
settlers  to  obtain  title  to  their  homes,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  public 
land  laws  are  not  operative  therein. 

The  introduction  of  reindeer  has  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  natives, 
and  solved  for  them  the  food  problem  to  a  considerable  extent.  Since 
this  undertaking  began,  the  governor  states — 

The  rich  discoveries  of  gold  in  various  parts  of  the  Yakon  Valley  have  opened  up 
a  far  more  extended  field  for  the  usefnlness  of  these  animals.  Transportation  is 
very  costly,  and  consequently  the  miner  can  only  skim  over  the  country  and  dig 
and  thaw  out  his  prospecting  holes  upon  the  richest  spots. 

The  dog  so  far  has  been  his  faithful  friend,  and  he  is  valued  as  high  as  $200.  But 
the  dog  must  be  fed  on  animal  food,  and  when  a  prospecting  trip  is  undertaken,  a 
large  part  of  the  freight  must  consist  of  provisions  for  the  teams.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  moss  for  the  deer  is  spread  out  over  the  face  of  the  ground,  and  when  he 
is  unharnessed,  he  can  go  to  eating.  A  long  journey  of  2,000  miles  and  more  with 
reindeer  taken  last  winter  by  the  superintendent  of  the  Government  reindeer 
station  and  two  Lapps  shows  how  well  adapted  this  animal  is  to  nerve  the  people 
who  are  ready  to  pour  in  upon  the  Yukon  and  its  branches. 

Congress  should  feel  that  it  has  spent  the  money  well,  and  be  ready  to  grant  more, 
if  the  Department  asks  for  it. 

The  schools  are  reported  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition;  but  more 
are  needed  to  meet  the  demand  for  education  on  the  part  of  the  grow- 
ing communities  springing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  District.  The 
governor  urges  that  the  appropriations  for  school  buildings  and  teach- 
ers be  increased  to  $60,000.  Attention  is  directed  to  the  necessity  for 
exercising  exceeding  care  in  the  letting  of  contracts  for  mail  routes,  as 
a  failure  of  a  single  delivery  is  a  great  disappointment,  if  not  a  serious 
financial  loss,  to  hundreds  who  depend  upon  the  mails  for  information 
and  instructions.  It  is  urged  that  the  route  from  Sitka  to  Unalaska 
be  increased  from  seven  deliveries  to  twelve,  as  with  reindeer  trans- 
portation, mails  can  be  sent  all  over  the  country  during  the  winter 
season. 

Alaska  has  never  been  exploited  as  a  land  of  great  agricultural 
possibilities  but  with  the  same  expenditure  of  toil  and  care  bestowed 
upon  lands  in  the  States  much  can  be  done  in  the  District  in  the  way 
of  raising  staple  crops,  grasses,  etc.  The  whole  coast  of  Alaska, 
including  the  islands  from  54^  to  40^  to  the  eastern  part  of  Kadiak 
Island,  is  covered  with  timber.  This  timber,  it  is  stated,  is  one  of  the 
great  resources  of  the  country;  it  stands  to-day  almost  in  its  virgin 
state.  All  that  has  heretofore  been  used  scarcely  amounts  to  as  much 
as  IS  burned  in  one  small  fire  in  Washington  or  Oregon.  The  early 
disposal  of  these  timber  tracts  is  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  the 
people,  and  if  authorized  by  law  they  would  at  once  enter  into  the 
lumbering  business  and  in  the  near  future  could  build  up  a  very  profit- 
able trade  with  Japan  and  China.  The  great  facilities  for  water  trans- 
portation will  make  the  southeastern  coast  very  desirable  for  lumber 
shipments. 
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Oommon  rough  spruce  lumber  sells  iu  Sitka  at  $13  per  thousand  feet; 
tongued  and  grooved  flooring  and  beveled  siding  at  $18  per  thousand 
feet;  clear  boat  stock,  dressed  two  sides,  $25  per  thousand  feet. 

Interesting  statistics  regarding  the  status  of  pelagic  sealing  are 
given.  The  fleet  of  United  States  revenue  cutters  has  been  on  patrol 
duty  aU  season,  with  as  satisfactory  results  as  those  of  the  four  pre- 
ceding seasons.  The  governor  states  that  pelagic  sealing  is  constantly 
reducing  the  herd  upon  the  islands;  that  the  contention  that  we  have 
a  property  right  in  these  animals  is  surely  the  proper  allegation  for  us 
to  set  up  and  constantly  to  maintain. 

The  branding  of  all  the  female  pupa  upon  the  rookeries  is  a  wise  course  to  pursue, 
for  it  will  put  an  unmistakable  mark  of  identification  upon  the  animal ;  and  if  it 
renders  the  pelt  yalueless  to  the  furrier  pelagic  sealing  wiU  cease,  because  it  will 
not  pay.  These  experiments  of  Mr.  Jordon  and  Colonel  Murray  and  their  associates 
will  be  foUowed  with  great  interest.  If  they  solye  this  problem  of  the  fur-seal  ques- 
tion between  ourselves  and  Great  Britain  they  wiU  desenre  the  gratitade  of  the 
nation. 

The  fisheries  of  Alaska  are  reported  to  be  in  a  fine  condition,  the 
salmon-canning  industry  being  especially  flourishing. 

The  mines  of  the  district  have  within  the  past  few  months  come  into 
unusual  notoriety,  owing  to  new  discoveries  of  gold  in  the  Klondike- 
Yukon  regions.  A  r6sum6  of  the  mining  industries  is  given,  together 
with  an  historical  account  of  mines  and  mining  in  Alaska  from  the 
early  days  of  American  occupation  to  the  present  time. 

Attention  is  called  to  Alaska's  need  of  a  board  of  local  inspectors  of 
hulls  and  boilers.  At  present  it  is  joined  to  the  Puget  Sound  district, 
and  the  insi>ectors  arrange  to  come  up  on  a  summer  trip  and  do  the 
work.  The  business,  however,  is  increasing  and  they  are  not  able  to 
keep  up  with  it. 

The  channel  around  the  north  end  of  Douglas  Island,  it  is  believed 
by  many,  could  be  deepened  and  made  navigable  at  no  very  great 
expense  to  the  Government.  This  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  Juneau 
and  all  points  north  of  it.  A  Government  engineer  should  be  sent  to 
examine  this  channel  and  report  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  improve- 
ment desired. 

Public  buildings,  it  is  stated,  are  needed  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  for  the 
accommodation  of  Government  officials,  etc.,  and  appropriation  there- 
for by  Congress  is  urged.  The  governor  also  recommends  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  creating  a  commission  of  five,  of  whom  one  shall  be  a 
Senator  and  one  a  Bepresentative,  and  the  remaining  three  bona  fide 
residents  of  Alaska,  to  draw  up  a  code  of  laws  suitable  for  governing 
the  District. 

The  proper  enforcement  of  law  in  Alaska,  the  governor  states,  requires 
that  the  United  States  attorney  be  represented  by  an  assistant  at  the 
court  of  each  commissioner.    He  adds : 

The  oommissioner  at  Circle  City,  for  instanoe,  oan  put  the  United  States  to  an 
enormons  expense  hy  committing  persons  on  insufficient  testimony  which  wiU  not 
hold  eren  before  a  grand  Jnry. 
INT  97 V 


LXVI    REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

The  marshal  and  his  deputies  are  the  ezecative  officers  of  the  court.  A  glance  at 
the  shore  line  of  Alaska  will  convince  one  of  the  helplessness  of  officers  who  are  to 
serve  papers  and  make  arrests.  They  can  depend  only  apon  the  regolar  mail 
steamers  which  touch  at  Wrwigell,  Juneau,  and  Sitka,  and  return  twice  each  montL 
All  traveling  communication  must  be  by  water. 

Among  the  multitudes  who  will  turn  their  feet  toward  Alaska  next  spring  will  be 
numbers  of  daring  criminals.  They  are  now  reading  the  papers  and  picking  up 
every  item  of  information.  A  small  seaworthy  and  fast  steam  vessel  will  always  be 
a  necesHity  to  look  after  this  class.  The  value  of  the  protection  to  life  and  property 
which  it  will  give  will  more  than  offset  the  expense. 

Appended  to  tlie  report  la  a  schedule  of  steamship  transportation  and 
freight  rates,  the  cost  of  outHtting  for  two  men  for  foarteen  months, 
a  table  of  distances  in  Alaska,  and  other  information  useful  to  persons 
going  to  that  country. 

ABIZONA. 

The  governor,  Myron  H.  McCord,  reports  that  the  Territory  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  The  permanent  population  of  the  Territory  is 
estimated  at  87,000.  The  bonded  and  floating  debt  of  the  Territory  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  1897,  aggregated  $965,588.12,  the  cash  on  hand  at 
that  time,  $79,829.93,  leaving  the  net  debt  of  the  Territory  $885,758.19. 
The  aggregate  value  of  the  lands  in  the  Territory  is  $9,678,273.33,  and 
the  value  of  the  improvements  thereon  is  $4,905,418.97. 

There  are  998.724§  miles  of  railroad  in  the  Territory,  valued  approxi- 
mately at  $5,139,669.60.  The  assessed  valuation  of  all  taxable  property 
in  1896  was  $28,074,176.92,  and  that  for  the  current  year  $30,613,702.81 
During  the  year  goods  were  imported,  valued  at  $3,047,764,  upon  which 
duties  aggregating  $124,978.07  were  collected.  Twenty-three  per  cent 
of  all  goods  imported  were  dutiable.  One  hundred  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  ten  head  of  cattle  were  imported,  of  which  12,749  were 
admitted  free  of  duty.  Goods  were  exported  during  the  year  aggre- 
gating in  value  $1,032,414,  an  increase  of  $90,635  over  the  previous 
year.  The  total  number  of  entries  of  lands  of  all  classes  in  the  Terri- 
tory was  1,069,  embracing  an  acreage  of  117,081,468.39.  The  internal- 
revenue  collections  during  the  year  aggregated  $19,900.80. 

The  governor  strongly  urges  statehood;  he  also  sets  forth  a  number 
of  cogent  reasons  for  erecting  a  Federal  building,  among  others  the 
necessity  of  providing  a  safe  place  for  the  Government  and  Territorial 
books  and  records,  which  are  now  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the 
city  of  Phoenix  and  kept  in  wooden  desks  and  boxes,  which  are  liable 
at  any  time  to  be  stolen  or  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  report  states  that  the  aridity  of  the  Territory,  great  as  it  appears 
on  first  sight,  does  not  by  any  means  prove  a  bar  to  high  agricultural 
development.  The  farming  lauds  now  embrace  about  1,000,000  acres, 
over  260,000  acres  of  which  are  under  canal  irrigation,  and  much  of  it 
among  the  most  fertile  to  be  found  anywhere.  The  only  obstacle  to  the 
very  rapid  extension  of  this  area  is  the  lack  of  water.  Lands  are  being 
brought  under  cultivation  as  rapidly  as  the  development  of  water  will 
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admit,  XTpon  the  completion  of  several  irrigation  enterprises  now  in 
progress  additional  large  areas  will  be  brought  under  canal  and 
improved.  The  notable  increase  in  population  during  the  past  few 
years  in  the  Salt  Biver  and  Gila  valleys  consists  almost  entirely  of  a 
rural  population,  bespeaking  unusual  agricultural  development  and 
a  bright  outlook  for  these  sections. 

Among  the  most  promising  agricultural  products,  new  to  this  Terri- 
tory, are  the  following:  Sugar  beets,  canaigre,  ramie,  cotton,  dates, 
tobacco,  sugar  cane,  peanuts,  etc.  Among  the  staple  crops  is  Indian 
corn.  Id  the  Upper  Oila  Valley,  in  Graham  County,  enormous  crops  of 
com  are  grown. 

The  live  stock  interests  of  Arizona  are  flourishing.  For  grazing 
alone  there  is  a  total  area  of  35,000,000  to  40,000,000  acres  well  suited, 
a  large  portion  of  which  is  used,  supporting  cattle,  horses,  mules  and 
asses,  sheep  and  goats,  with  an  aggregate  value,  at  present  prices,  of 
over  $6,000,000.  The  number  of  head  of  cattle  shipped  from  the  Ter- 
ritory from  July  1, 1896,  to  June  30, 1897,  is  865,379;  number  of  head 
of  cattle  slaughtered  by  licensed  butchers  of  Arizona,  24,897,  to  say 
nothing  of  3,000  killed  for  home  use  and  occasional  sale  by  ranchmen. 

The  mining  industries  are  reported  to  be  in  flourishing  condition. 
The  governor  states  that  owing  to  the  absence  from  the  Territory  of 
Prof.  W.  P.  Blake,  of  the  University,  he  was  unable  to  get  a  detailed 
account  of  mines  and  mining.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  report  made 
by  Professor  Blake  to  his  predecessor  was  copied,  as  the  general 
conditions  have  not  changed  from  what  they  were  last  year.  Gold, 
silver,  lead,  copper,  iron,  and  lime  are  mined.  The  gold  output  for 
1896  was  $5,200,000;  silver,  1,650,530  ounces,  which  gave  a  return 
of  $1,105,855.10;  copper,  71,210,331  pounds,  valued  at  $7,121,033.10, 
and  lead,  21,255,000  pounds,  valued  at  $531,375. 

The  educational  institutions  report  progress.  The  following  statis- 
tics show  the  status  of  the  public  schools  for  1897:  teachers,  354; 
school  districts,  227;  enrollment,  13, 361;  children  of  school  age  at  last 
census,  17,427 ;  average  length  of  school  term,  6.37  months ;  average 
salary  paid  teachers,  $68.69;  amount  paid  in  salaries  of  teachers, 
$155,991.07;  total  expenditures,  $205,948.65;  valuation  of  school  prop- 
erty, $445,379.85. 

The  National  Guard  of  Arizona  numbers  484,  officers  and  enlisted 
men.  Says  the  governor:  *^It  is  extremely  important  that  the  guard 
be  thoroughly  eixuipped  for  field  service,  as  no  one  can  predict  at  what 
day  they  may  be  urgently  needed.  The  southern  portion  of  the  Terri- 
tory borders  upon  a  foreign  country.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
international  line  there  Is  a  large  and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians  with 
whom  the  authorities  of  our  sister  Eepublic  have  been  at  war  for  years. 
For  these  reasons  I  would  urgently  recommend  that  the  appropriation 
by  the  General  Government  be  increased  to  not  less  than  $4,000  per 
annum.  Even  with  this  amount  avaUable,  it  will  take  some  few  years 
to  properly  equip  the  guard  for  field  service." 
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ftw  thA  nt4«  4/  ch«  ert^Minzi'rm  4i&iftt.    T^  <kz3kzi:  law  ifaelaras  tbsit  eertAin  saIari«B 
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Tbid  m  n//C  ^m  1/  mi  lA;ii.^ci<;e  t«>  tibe  odtcioltf.  hu.z  n  in  aoC  tn  tfae  interest  of  the  poblic 
imrrtfff,    i*>^mlUr  wetifvfk  is  taksn  witit  r^ienot^  to  eontLDgrat  expenses.    Bat  one- 
h%\t  iff  ih^  ztttonut  aJk>we«i  vndcr  trL»  ]u^;ifd  b^  tbe  orxanie  Iat  U  appropriated. 
This  •fim  M  jkitof^etiier  inikler^aats  to  tite  naeds  ot*  tli*  dcpartBsnt,  the  expenses  of 
wli  J/'  h  IIM  i\f%i\y  f  Dcreastn/^,    The  dntics  of  the  forernor  of  Arizona  hare  been  greatly 
tri/trMM5/l  hy  le^i^slAtf  ve  ena^^tments.    He  »  a  mcfliber  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
(^tiuitu\,  whi/'h  has  fnl]  charge  of  all  ehariuble.  pcoal*  and  reformatory  instJtationi 
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of  lofiii  fUfOirttlsslofK^rs,  and  member  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  nniversitr.    The 
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IliMMInlloiiN  niMl««r  Itu  roiitrol,  as  well  as  to  sit  with  other  boards  of  which  he  is  an 
♦»^  ollh'hi  MHMlilnT.     No  provlHion  is  made  for  paying  his  traveling  expenses  or  for  the 
lOoi  k  lili ♦♦  t  li»»«t«  «'H  I  m  iltitlos  impose,  as  the  organic  act  prohibits  any  other  compen- 
s»f  UMt  ImIiim  hIIimvimI  Mhi  govoriior  than  that  provided  by  Federal  hiw. 
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New  Mexico  is  a  vast  domain  in  herself,  capable  of  sapporting:  5,000,000 
popalation,  and  is  moving  iu  the  liue  of  civilization  very  rapidly.  When 
the  Territory  becomes  a  State  it  will  be  fourth  in  area,  and  now  ranka 
eleventh  in  the  list  of  Union  ComiDon wealths  producing  gold  and  silver. 
The  total  population  is  estimated  at  267,839,  of  which  25,839  are  Indians. 
As  a  sanitarium  for  pulmonary  diseases  the  Territory  has  acquired 
world-wide  fame,  and  numerous  opinions  of  famous  American  and 
Earopeau  physicians  are  cited  to  prove  the  carative  effects  of  the 
climate. 

The  assessed  valaation  of  property  in  the  Territory  was  $36,396,- 
748.48,  the  receipts  fVom  all  sources  were  9342,219.0S,  and  expenditures 
$181,564.07. 

The  New  Mexico  weather  service,  which  was  established  in  1895  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature  to  cooperate  with  the  Weather  Bureau,  has 
done  excellent  work,  aboat  fifty  stations  having  been  established,  which 
represent  every  county  in  the  Territory,  These  are  fully  equipped  with 
proper  instruments  for  observation. 

Favorable  reports  are  given  of  mining  operations  in  the  Territory. 
In  addition  to  the  gold  deposits,  there  are  veins  of  silver,  lead,  copper, 
zinc,  iron,  coal,  building  stoue  of  all  kinds,  including  marble  and  onyx. 
The  mining  industry  is  under  a  st«ady  growth,  and  new  machinery  for 
redncing  ores  ia  being  erected  in  many  localities.  The  output  of  coal 
for  the  fiscal  year  1896-97  was  733,539  tons,  the  value  of  which  is  esti- 
mated at  $1,196,915. 

As  a  sheep-breeding  and  wool-growing  country,  New  Mexico  is 
nnequated.  Over  11,000,000  pounds  of  wool  are  raised  annnally,  which 
is  shipped  abroad.  In  the  opinion  of  the  governor,  factories  for  the 
production  of  coarse  and  medinm  grades  of  cloth  and  blankets  would 
pay.    He  states  that — 

While  the  abeep  of  thia  Territory  prodnce  »ome  wool  which  is  saited  for  ciirpeto, 
yet  all  of  tt  can  be  used  fur  clotbing.  The  qaality  is  constantl]'  being  improved  by 
croMlug  with  Ohio  and  Vermont  merino.  So  long  aa  we  do  not  prodace  eoough 
wool  in  the  United  States  to  supply  all  the  demand  for  clothing  manufiwtnreB,  the 
present  tariff  will  adequately  protect  an.  if  improved  third-class  wool  ahonid  be 
limitod  In  its  uae  to  oarpeta.  When  our  conntry  siippliea  all  of  its  clothiuf;  woola, 
then  it  will  be  neoeaaary  to  change  the  duty  on  carpet  wools  so  as  to  give  hetter 
ill  Now  Misico  ran  ho  oaaily  doubled  every 
five  years,  and  in  tivi^nty  yi'ars  we  would  have  over 40,(X)0,000,  which  this  Territory 
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Valley's  melon  crop  alone  returns  $150,000  annually.  The  product  of 
San  Juan  County  is  300,000  pounds  of  apples  and  200,000  i>ounds  of 
other  fruits,  while  Santa  Fe  County  produces  700,000  pounds  of  apples 
and  700,000  pounds  of  other  fruits. 

The  wheat  grown  in  the  Territory  has  already  won  a  reputation  for 
itself  among  millers.  Like  the  Colorado  article,  it  mixes  to  excellent 
advantage  with  Northern  wheat  and,  for  that  reason,  commands  a  good 
price.  Flour  mills  are  being  erected  in  the  grain-growing  districts. 
Within  the  Territory  there  is  an  actual  demand  for  20,000,000  pounds 
of  iiour  annually. 

The  most  encouraging  accounts  of  experiments  in  sugar-beet  culture 
are  reported,  particularly  in  the  Pecos  Valley,  where  the  industry  has 
been  permanently  established. 

Improved  systems  of  irrigation  have  been  introduced  in  the  Territory, 
giving  renewed  impetus  to  agriculture.  Many  new  enterprises  have 
been  started  within  the  year. 

Sixty  thousand  pamphlets  on  the  subjects  of  mining,  fruit  growing, 
sngar-beet  culture,  climate,  acquisition  of  land,  farming  by  irrigation, 
etc.,  have  been  distributed  by  the  Territorial  immigration  bureau, 
evoking  replies  from  many  people  in  the  Central,  Northern,  and  North- 
western States. 

In  regard  to  the  Pecos  River  Reservation,  the  Crovemor  urges  and 
recommends  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  custodian  with  power  and 
authority  to  prevent  herders  and  campers  from  going  over  the  grant 
and  building  camp  fires,  which  in  the  past  have  caused  great  loss  of 
valuable  timber  on  this  fine  reservation. 

The  interest  in  the  National  Guard  of  the  Territory  has  increased 
materially  during  the  past  year.  An  increase  of  the  allowance  from 
the  general  appropriation  for  equipping  the  National  Guard  is  recom- 
mended, in  view  of  the  fact  that  New  Mexico  borders  on  a  foreign  coun- 
try and  has  several  tribes  of  Indians  within  its  borders,  some  of  which 
have  given  considerable  trouble  and  have  required  the  presence  of 
United  States  troops  to  control  them  within  the  past  few  years.  A 
number  of  United  States  military  posts  have  been  abandoned  and  the 
forces  at  those  remaining  have  been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

In  educational  matters  the  Territory  is  progressing.  Most  favor- 
able reports  are  received  from  the  school  of  mines,  the  University  of 
New  Mexico,  the  military  institute,  normal  school,  and  other  educa- 
tional centers.  In  the  public  schools  the  enrollment  is  given  as 
27,087 ;  total  daily  average,  18,980 ;  receipts,  $302,289.81 ;  expenditures, 
$332,940.75;  number  of  schools,  550;  teachers,  745.  The  deaf,  dumb, 
and  blind  institution  and  the  insane  asylum  are  in  a  i)rosperous  con- 
dition. 

The  United  States  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  has  passed  upon 
the  validity  of  44  private  land  claims,  alleged  to  contain  1,855,243  acres, 
''5  of  which,  containing  204,193  acres,  have  been  confirmed,  and  29, 
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containing  1,651,050  acres,  rejected  by  said  court.  There  are  still 
about  100  cases  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  governor  makes  the  same  recommendation  respecting  the  amend- 
ment of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  amended  February  21, 1893,  relating 
to  small-holding  claims  as  that  embraced  in  the  surveyor-general's 
annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  and  embodied 
in  Governor  Thornton's  report  for  the  year  1896,  and  also  reiterates  the 
recommendation  of  his  predecessor  respecting  the  passage  of  an  act 
of  Congress  relating  to  the  precious  minerals  situated  upon  the  grants 
confirmed  by  the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  international  question  involved  between  the  Kepublic  of  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  regarding  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Kio 
Grande  by  the  citizens  of  the  Eepublic  of  Mexico  who  had  acquired 
water  rights  prior  to  the  American  occupancy,  is  discussed  at  length. 
The  governor  cites  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  Hio  Grande  Dam  and 
irrigation  suit,  and  renews  his  protest,  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
against  the  formulation  of  any  treaty  between  the  two  Eepublics 
*<  whereby  the  Eepublic  of  Mexico  asserts,  and  seeks  to  obtain  joint 
control  of  the  waters  of  the  Eio  Grande,  and  other  rivers  flowing 
through  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  and  to  prevent  the  construction 
of  systems  of  storage  and  irrigation  along  said  streams  in  said  Terri- 
tory." The  Eio  Grande,  he  states,  is  not  a  navigable  stream,  and  that 
a  system  of  storage  reservoirs  along  that  river  is  absolutely  essential 
to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  the  Territory. 

Eegarding  the  Indians  living  in  the  Territory,  it  is  stated  that  their 
transfer  irom  the  control  of  civilian  agents  to  that  of  officers  of  the 
Army,  acting  as  agent  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  has  worked  wonders.  The  army  officers  handled  their  Indian 
charges  with  a  certain  degree  of  firmness  that  quickly  begets  docility, 
and  the  Indians  themselves  learned  that  under  such  supervision  they 
fare  better.  In  discussing  the  subject  of  New  Mexico  and  statehood, 
the  governor  makes  a  strong  plea  for  the  admission  of  the  Territory  to 
the  Union  of  the  States,  adding  that  "of  the  Territories  admitted  to 
statehood  within  the  last  ten  years,  none,  with  the  exception  of  Dakota, 
has  been  as  populous  as  New  Mexico,  and  few  were  in  better  condition 
to  support  a  State  government.  The  assessed  valuation  of  New  Mexico, 
including  the  exemption  from  taxation  allowed  heads  of  families,  is  in 
the  neighbood  of  $40,000,000,  which  is  at  least  $10,000,000  larger  than 
the  valuation  of  Idaho  or  Wyoming  when  they  were  admitted  to 
Statehood." 

The  governor  concurs  in  the  recommendation  of  his  predecessor  that 
provision  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  an  appellate 
court  for  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Arizona,  to  be 
composed  of  judges  entirely  independent  of  the  district  judges,  who 
preside  over  trial  court,  such  appellate  court  to  hold  a  session  for  a 
stated  period  in  each  year  at  the  capitals  of  the  respective  Territories. 
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OKLAHOMA. 

The  report  of  Governor  Cassius  M.  Barnes  is  very  complete,  embrac- 
iDg  the  sabjects  of  popalation,  taxable  property,  taxes,  Territorial 
indebtedness,  educational  institntions,  public  schools,  social  and  relig- 
ious  conditions,  the  press,  vacant  lands,  school  lands,  banks  and  banking, 
building  and  loan  associations,  railways  and  telegraph,  manufacturing, 
agriculture,  stock  raising,  horticulture,  irrigation,  minerals,  undevel- 
oped resources,  Indians,  Indian  reservations,  climate,  public  health,  leg- 
islation, courts,  crimes  and  punishments,  public  buildings,  counties, 
cities,  pharmacy,  dentistry,  labor  supply,  national  guards,  soldiers' 
home,  free  homesteads,  and  statehood. 

The  governor  says  that  Oklahoma  has  made  greater  progress  in  seven 
years  than  have  most  commonwealths  in  three  times  that  length  of  time, 
casting  53,000  votes  at  the  last  election,  11,000  more  than  Florida  and 
22,000  more  than  Delaware,  and  outranks  a  dozen  different  States  in 
population.  The  Territory  has  never  had  a  boom,  and  consequently  no 
collapse.  It  has  been  a  steady  growth  from  the  first,  and,  blessed  with 
abundant  crops  this  year  and  still  brighter  prospects  for  the  future,  all 
Oklahoma  is  prosperous.  Business  is  reviving  in  every  channel,  the 
products  of  the  soil  are  going  to  the  outside  markets,  and  outside  capi- 
tal is  coming  in  for  investment.  No  portion  of  the  United  States  to-day 
offers  a  more  inviting  prospect  for  the  homeseeker  or  a  better  field  for 
the  safe  and  profitable  investment  of  capital. 

The  population  is  considerably  in  excess  of  300,000,  and  is  distinct- 
ively American  in  character,  the  proportion  of  foreign-born  citizens 
being  smaller  than  in  any  State  pf  the  Union.  The  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory are  industrious,  thrifty,  and  enterprising,  known  the  nation  over 
for  their  push  and  energy. 

The  governor  states  that  in  spite  of  the  financial  depression  of  the 
past  three  years,  which  has  caused  a  general  shrinkage  of  values,  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  Territory  has  increased  from  $19,937,M0.86 
1894  to  $32,034,762  in  1897. 

The  total  Territorial  tax  levy  for  the  year  is  4^  mills,  which  is  less 
than  that  of  any  Western  State  or  Territory. 

The  bonded  debt  of  the  Territory  is  but  $48,000,  issued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  the  college  buildings.  There  are  outstanding  warrants 
against  the  Territory  amounting  to  $190,000,  caused  by  a  deficit  in  the 
collection  of  taxes  each  year,  this  indebtedness  being  almost  identical 
with  the  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  for  the  seven  years'  history  of 
the  Territory. 

The  educational  institutions  of  the  Territory  are  all  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  The  university  at  Norman,  the  normal  at  Edmond,  and  the 
Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College  at  Stillwater  all  have  fine  build- 
ings and  equipments  and  are  doing  excellent  work.  The  attendance  at 
each  is  large  and  is  growing  rapidly.    Provision  has  been  made  for  the 
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establishment  of  another  normal  school  to  be  located  at  Alva,  and  an 
agricnltnral  and  normal  university  at  Langston  for  colored  students. 
The  blind  and  deaf-mutes  are  also  to  be  cared  for  and  educated. 

Oklahoma,  it  is  stated,  has  one  of  the  best  public-school  systems  in 
the  Union.  There  are  in  the  Territory  1,1K)9  school  districts,  over 
fifteen  hundred  of  which  have  good  comfortable  schoolhouses.  Every 
town  has  graded  schools  and  the  principal  cities  first  class  high  schools. 
Many  of  the  city  school  buildings  cost  from  $10,000  to  $20,000.  In  the 
towns  from  seven  to  nine  months  school  is  held,  and  in  the  country 
districts  from  four  to  seven  months.  The  scholastic  population  is  about 
ninety  thousand  and  the  various  school  districts  of  the  Territory  spent 
close  upon  half  a  million  dollars  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  schools  the 
past  year. 

There  are  also  in  the  Territory  half  a  dozen  sectarian  colleges  and 
academies,  several  business  colleges,  and  a  large  number  of  Govern- 
ment Indian  schools. 

There  are  confined  in  the  insane  asylum  143  patients,  an  increase  of 
17  during  the  year.  These  patients  are  cared  for  by  contract,  the  Ter- 
ritory paying  $39,812.75  for  the  year. 

In  a  social  and  religious  way  Oklahoma  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  State  in  the  union.  The  percentage  of  crime  among  all  classes  is 
lower  than  in  half  the  States  in  the  Union.  All  laws  are,  as  a  general 
thing,  enforced,  and  churches  and  other  religious  institutions  receive 
liberal  support.  The  principal  religious  denominations  report  688 
church  organizations  and  389  church  buildings,  with  a  church  member- 
ship of  40,715.  There  are  many  other  scattered  organizations.  There 
are  150  Christian  Endeavor  societies,  with  a  membership  of  6,095,  and 
850  Sunday  schools,  with  a  membership  of  39,950. 

The  press  of  Oklahoma  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  United  States.  There  are  published  in  the  Territory  at  this 
time  10  daily,  80  weekly,  and  12  monthly  papers. 

There  are  in  the  Territory  7,512,933  acres  of  vacant  land  subject  to 
homestead  entry,  a  large  portion  of  it  good  agricultural  and  fruit  land, 
the  balance  excellent  for  grazing.  Some  of  this  land  must  be  paid  for 
at  the  Government  price  of  from  $1  to  $2.50  per  acre,  but  several  mil- 
lion acres  of  it  are  absolutely  free. 

There  are  2,300  sections  of  common  school,  college  and  public 
building  lands  in  the  Territory,  exclusive  of  Greer  County.  Sections 
16  and  36  in  every  township  were  reserved  by  Congress  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  Territory,  and  in  the  Cherokee  Strip  section 
13  was  reserved  for  the  Territorial  colleges,  and  section  33  for  a  public 
buHding  fund.  These  lands  are  all  leased  to  actual  occupants  at  reas- 
onable rates  and  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  for  many  people  to 
obtain  comfortable  homes  and  productive  farms.  During  the  year  the 
common-school  lands  brought  in  a  net  return  of  $80,447.31,  which  was 
distributed  among  the  different  school  districts  per  capita  of  school 
population. 
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The  receipts  from  the  college  lands  were  $13,528.51  and  from  the 
public  bailding  lands,  $14,927.02,  making  a  total  income  to  the  Territory 
from  public  lands  of  $108,902.48.  The  total  receipts  from  these  lands 
since  the  organization  of  the  Territory  has  been  $350,470.37. 

The  banking  interests  of  the  Territory  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
There  are  5  national  and  49  Territorial  or  private  banks.  A  Territorial 
banking  act  passed  last  winter  provides  for  regular  reports  from  all 
except  national  banks,  and  a  thorough  examination  and  supervision  by 
a  banking  examiner  and  banking  board.  The  49  Territorial  banks  have 
resources  and  liabilities  aggregating  $2,294,263.64,  their  loans  and  dis- 
counts being  $1,096,470.36,  their  real  estate  at  cash  market  value  reach- 
ing $202,898.80,  and  the  cash  on  hand  $743,756.09.  The  capital  stock 
of  these  banks  is  $61 3,328.70,  their  deposits  $1,385,020.33,  and  they 
have  out  certificates  of  dei>08it  amounting  to  $114,129.36. 

The  five  national  banks  have  resources  and  liabilities  reaching 
$866,042.47,  capital  stock  of  $250,000,  individual  deposits  in  the  amount 
of  $483,236.06,  $267,250.77  in  loans  and  discounts,  $200,420.63  due 
from  approved  reserve  agents,  and  $75,358.37  cash  on  hand. 

The  reserve  of  every  one  of  the  banks  is  far  in  excess  of  that  required 
by  law  and  the  deposits  have  increased  25  per  cent  in  two  months. 

The  Territory  has  four  building  and  loan  associations,  all  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  and  paying  good  dividends. 

There  are  475  miles  of  railway  in  the  Territory,  20  miles  of  which 
were  built  the  past  year.  All  railway,  express,  and  telegraph  com- 
panies report  a  large  increase  in  business  and  the  prospect  is  good  for 
the  building  of  several  other  lines  through  the  Territory  the  coming 
year.  Deep  water  at  Galveston,  Port  Arthur,  and  other  Texas  coast 
points  has  resulted  in  lower  freight  rates  to  the  seaboard  and  a  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  value  of  farm  products. 

Manufacturing  is  just  beginning  to  be  developed.  Every  town  has 
its  flouring  mill,  eight  new  ones  having  been  erected  this  year.  Three 
canning  factories,  two  creameries,  a  vinegar  and  yeast  works,  two  book 
binding  and  manufacturing  establishments,  employing  forty  hands  each, 
a  large  cotton-seed  oil  mill,  fifty  or  more  cotton  gins,  several  iron 
foundries,  a  bicycle  fiftctory,  and  a  cement  works  are  among  the  indus- 
tries that  are  doing  a  prosperous  business.  Salt  is  being  manufactured 
for  market  and  five  distilleries  have  been  started  this  year  for  the  manu- 
facture of  i>each  brandy.  Two  cotton  compresses  are  being  put  in  and 
the  Choctaw  railway  is  completing  its  general  machine  shops  at  Shawnee. 

'^After  all,"  says  the  governor,  ^<  it  is  upon  the  tiller  of  the  soil  that 
the  real  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  entire  Territory  rests.  Agri- 
culture and  her  handmaiden,  horticulture,  are  the  mainstays  of  any 
prairie  community. 

^^  Oklahoma's  progress  in  agriculture  has  been  in  keeping  with  her 
advance  in  all  things  and  this  year  she  comes  before  the  people  with 
the  greatest  crop  of  grains  and  other  products  ever  raised  upon  an 
equal  area  of  land." 
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Some  gold  is  now  being  mined  in  the  Navajoe  Mountains  in  Greer 
County.  Every  county  has  good  building  stone.  There  is  gypsum 
enough  to  supply  the  world  and  great  deposits  of  pure  salt  at  several 
places.  Asphaltum  deposits  exist  near  Fort  Sill  and  beds  of  cement 
and  finest  clay  have  been  located. 

The  governor  gives  the  Indian  population  of  the  Territory  as  12,631, 
and  says  the  tribes  which  have  taken  their  lands  in  severalty  are  pro- 
gressive in  civilization  and  industry.  Many  are  supporting  themselves 
by  farming,  polygamy  is  being  abandoned  and  the  mediciue-man  prac- 
tices and  ghost  dances  being  given  up.  During  the  past  year  the 
births  have  exceeded  the  deaths  in  every  tribe  in  the  Territory.  The 
speedy  allotment  of  the  lands  of  the  Kio was,  Gomanches,  and  Apaches, 
and  the  Wichita  and  aMliated  tribes  is  advocated,  and  the  early  opening 
of  the  residue  of  their  lands  to  homestead  settlement  urged. 

A  table  is  given  which  shows  all  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  Terri- 
tory for  the  past  five  years.  From  this  it  is  seen  that  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold  are  not  as  great  as  in  most  parts  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  average  temperature  is  very  pleasant,  and  though  the  rainfall 
is  adequate  for  the  growing  of  crops,  the  number  of  cloudy  days  in  a 
year  is  very  small. 

Seven  pages  of  the  report  are  devoted  to  public  health,  showing  the 
almost  entire  absence  of  contagious  diseases  of  any  kind  at  all  times, 
the  general  good  health  of  the  people,  the  heartiness  of  children  and 
the  desirability  of  the  Territory  as  a  place  of  residence  for  invalids  and 
those  afflicted  with  pulmonary  troubles  of  any  kind. 

There  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  new  business,  both  civil  and  crim- 
inal, in  the  district  courts  the  past  year,  and  many  of  the  dockets  have 
been  practically  cleared.  The  supreme  court  is  becoming  clogged  with 
business  and  the  plan  of  having  the  district  judges  also  sit  as  a  supreme 
court  is  coming  more  and  more  into  disfavor.  The  governor  suggests 
the  organization  of  a  supreme  court  to  have  jurisdiction  over  both  the 
Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma. 

There  are  in  the  penitentiary  128  convicts,  an  increase  of  but  28 
during  the  year.  These  convicts  are  cared  for  under  contract  by  the 
State  of  Kansas,  and  the  Territory  paid  for  their  care  and  transporta- 
tion the  past  year  $  16,504.35.  Grimes  against  both  person  and  property 
are  steadily  decreasing  in  the  Territory. 

The  Territory  has  no  public  buildings  except  its  college  buildings, 
but  has  on  hand  $36,707.69  in  cash  with  which  to  build  them,  and  this 
fund  is  increasing  rapidly. 

All  the  counties  and  cities  of  the  Territory  are  on  a  cash  basis  and 
their  afiairs  are,  as  a  general  thing,  economically  managed.  No  munic- 
ipality in  the  Territory  has  ever  repudiated  a  single  just  debt 

The  demand  for  labor  is  steady,  and  industrious  laboring  men  willing 
to  work  can  always  find  steady  employment  in  Oklahoma. 
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The  ^National  Onard  consists  of  500  ofiELcers  and  enlisted  men,  with 
a  complete  regimental  organization  of  12  companies  of  infantry  and  a 
regimental  band. 

The  governor  makes  a  strong  plea  in  behalf  of  the  old  soldiers  of  the 
Territory  (of  whom  there  are  over  7,000),  aud  urges  that  the  timber 
reservation  at  Goancil  Grove  be  donated  to  the  Territory  as  a  site  for  a 
soldiers'  home. 

He  urges  the  speedy  return  to  the  policy  of  free  homes  for  free  men 
so  long  pursued  by  the  Government,  and  the  granting  of  the  settlers  of 
all  parts  of  Oklahoma  the  rights  to  which  they  are  fully  entitled  under 
the  old  homestead  law,  a  granting  to  them  of  the  lands  which  they  have 
settled  and  improved  without  the  payment  of  any  price  save  the  land- 
office  fees. 

^^  Measured  by  all  standards  and  precedents  under  which  other 
States  were  admitted  to  the  Union,  Oklahoma  is  certainly  entitled  to 
immediate  statehood,"  says  the  governor  in  closing,  but  he  declares 
that  thoughtful  citizens  are  not  clamoring  for  immediate  statehood, 
but  generally  concede  that  the  interests  of  the  whole  people  will  best 
be  subserved  by  the  union  of  the  Indian  Territory  and  Oklahoma  into 
one  State,  and  they  are  willing  to  wait  for  this,  hoping  that  Congress 
will  take  speedy  and  effective  action  in  that  direction. 

INSPEOTORS  OF  GOAL  MINES  IN  THE   TERRITORIES. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1104),  the 
President  was  authorized  to  appoint,  at  an  annual  compensation  of 
$2,000  each,  a  mine  inspector  in  each  organized  or  unorganized  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  wherein  were  located  coal  mines,  the  aggre- 
gate annual  output  of  which  should  be  in  excess  of  1,000  tons  per 
annum.  Appropriation  was  originally  made  for  three  of  such  officers, 
and  inspectors  appointed  for  the  Indian  Territory  and  the  Territories 
of  K'ew  Mexico  and  Utah.  The  office  of  inspector  for  the  latter  Terri- 
tory, however,  ceased  to  exist  on  the  4th  of  January,  1896,  upon  the 
admission  of  Utah  as  a  State. 

INDIAN  TEBBITORT. 

The  mine  inspector,  Luke  W.  Bryan,  reports  that  there  has  been  little 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  mines  in  the  Indian  Territory  during  the 
past  year.  The  production  of  coal  has  been  slightly  increased,  but  the 
number  of  men  employed  and  the  number  of  days'  work  has  decreased. 
The  introduction  of  mining  machinery  in  some  mines  not  before  using 
machinery  and  the  increased  use  of  machinery  in  others  account  for 
the  increase  in  the  production  of  coal  and  the  decrease  in  the  number 
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t»  ii<lu)f:  ttl  igi'JULTary  meaanren  fir  die  iotiecj  ef  the  ^rrrlTn,  aad  aO 

mi:|p»9«cium  jviicn^  m  tiie  betosnieat  «f  tlie  fiMdlooiig.  aad  SHEimBd- 
itiirvuftiA^itfrt^ia^ebioaicheafiilly adopted.  \iiiif^  oiimimBxiLUw 
In  tnu4»f  '4  tuM:  y^iiOL  ^4  prohibiting  the  miner  firiMi  enteriB^  any  vorkiDg 
pUMM9  wbeni;  tb«  ka«t  tnee  of  fire  damp  kas  beem  iMiML 

The  long' wall  ajrstem  of  mining  has  been  introdiiced  hy  <Hie  of  the 
lnrir«)  fH>Al  mining  operators  with  signal  snccesft,  and  its  extension  to 
fttlii^r  mincNi  in  denirable,  inasmneh  as  it  alEixds  added  safety  to  the 
\\\\\m\    The  output  of  coal  for  the  fiscal  year  was  1,302^78  tons,  an 
huMiMino  of  (17,045  tons  over  the  preceding  year,  wlifle  the  number  of 
\\m\  iMuployiMl  was  3,470,  or  a  decrease  of  225  from  the  year  1896.    The 
\\\\\\s\\\  of  o*uk«  for  the  fiscal  year  was  25,440  tons.    The  nnmberof  aoci- 
\\\s\\\^  w  im  40  \\^\\\\\^i  58  of  the  preceding  year,  of  wbicb  22  were  &taL 
\\\\^  \s\\\\A\)^\  ooal  Holds  of  the  Territory  now  being  worked  are  within 
\\\\\  UwM  \\{  \\\t^  (Miootnw  and  Ohickasaw  nations.    They  are  operated 
^vv^^vu^lh  \\\\\\\\v  liMi^tvi  fhun  individuals  holding  claims  as  citizens  of  one 
y\\  \\\\\  V\\\\  tMNiliuHl  Tribes;  royalties  thereunder  are  payable  to  the 
Wi\\\\^\\  \\\  \\\s\A\  \\\K^  nitm^  are  located.    Attention  is  directed  to  an 
vvvu*^\  V  \\\^\\\  Ww"^  t^ijivoHUMit  rt^oently  reached  between  the  Dawes  Corn- 
ea uM\^^  ^\\\\  \\\\\  oouuuij*j*iomM*«  appointed  by  the  Choctaw  and  Ghicka- 
tiiUH  ^^*sU\^^ » iv>5*uUlMM  tUo  Imising  of  coal  lands,  which  agreement,  how- 
\vy\v^  \\is^  \\\A  V\^^\\  iuUIUhI  by  the  United  States.    The  objections  on 
\\\\\  \y^\\  \^<  <)u\  Uv^^o^'M  to  I  ho  i»titlo4^tion  of  this  agreement  are  specifi- 
\\\\\\\  ttol  (UvUii  M'  UolMM  ohUnuMl  by  the  latter  that  the  royalty  now  paid 
^o»^lit^*^^  \\\  tho  liohuuMlhMU  rUH)  to  KJOO per  acre  for  their  land,  leaving 
\\\\m  \\\^  •lUitUoo  HM  vahiuhio  m  before  the  coal  was  extracted;  that 
^\\\A\  io,\  i^lty  \^  wlHioMt.  an  onib»u'go  on  the  business,  and  that  to  increase 
il  wouhl  lio  to  t^irthw'  depress  and  hinder  the  coal  business,  which  is 
>U»omly  houvily  t^vxod. 
No  Htiikon  iw  labor  disturbances  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  mine  Inflpoctor,  John  W.  Fleming,  reports  general  improvement 
in  (ho  (u)udltlon  of  the  mines  throughout  the  Territory.  AH  mines 
Inapooted  were  found  to  be  provided  with  the  second  outlet;  the  road- 
ways kopt  sprinkled  to  avoid  dust  explosions,  and  safety  lamps  pro- 
vided  and  used  in  all  places  where  gas  was  known  to  generate.  In  all 
Instances  where  it  was  found  that  the  air  was  not  properly  distributed 
or  not  forced  to  the  face  of  the  working  places,  such  defect  was  at  once 
remedied  upon  being  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  parties  in  charge 
of  the  mines.  Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  the  aim  of  the  mine 
owners  generally  to  lUly  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  mining 
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laws.  The  number  of  mines  in  operation  is  24 ;  those  not  in  operation ,  8 ; 
new  mines  in  the  course  of  development  and  producing,  5.  The  pro- 
duction of  coal  during  the  year  was  7^,539  tons,  being  an  increase 
of  66,920  tons  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  estimated  value  of 
the  entire  output  at  the  mines,  $1,196,915.  The  total  number  of  per- 
sons employed  in  and  about  the  mines  is  stated  to  be:  Miners,  1,154; 
outside  men,  171 ;  boys,  40,  being  a  total  of  1,365,  a  decrease  of  73  from 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  accidents,  21  in  all,  7  of 
which  were  fatal,  was  less  by  8  than  for  the  year  1896. 

The  inadequacy  of  existing  mining  laws  to  afiTord  proper  protection 
for  the  lives  of  coal  miners  is  adverted  to,  and  necessary  amendments 
thereto  are  suggested. 

This  concerns  the  comfort,  health,  and  lives  of  a  most  worthy  class 
of  our  people,  and  I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  such 
legislation  as  will  secure  to  these  miners  the  best  attainable  conditions 
in  their  highly  useful  and  somewhat  perilous  fleld  of  labor.  Although 
the  number  employed  in  the  mines  covered  by  this  report  is  very  small 
compared  with  the  great  mass  employed  in  mines  elsewhere  in  our 
country,  it  is  none  the  less  obligatory  upon  the  Government  to  provide, 
by  law,  adequate  safeguards  against  the  dangers  which  environ  their 
occupation. 

NATIONAL  PARKS  AND  RESERVATIONS. 

THE  YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK. 

This  is  a  tract  of  land  near  the  head  waters  of  the  Yellowstone  River, 
in  the  States  of  Montana  and  Wyoming.  It  is  62  miles  in  length  from 
north  to  south,  54  miles  in  width  from  east  to  west,  and  contains  about 
^,348  square  miles,  or  2,142,720  acres.  Its  area  is  greater  than  that  of 
ttie  States  of  Delaware  and  Bhode  Island  combined.  The  average 
altitude  is  about  8,000  feet. 

Gol.  S.  B.  M.  Young,  U.  S.  Army,  the  acting  superintendent,  reports 
that  Department  letter  of  June  17, 1897,  authorizing  him  to  assume 
charge  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  giving  instructions  as  to 
his  duties,  was  received  June  22,  and  that  on  the  23d  of  that  month  he 
relieved  his  predecessor,  Capt.  George  S.  Anderson,  and  assumed  charge 
of  the  reservation.  On  June  26  the  two  troops  of  the  Fourth  Cavalry 
that  had  been  ordered  to  relieve  the  two  troops  of  the  Sixth  Cav- 
alry arrived  in  the  park.  Copies  of  the  rules,  regulations,  and  orders 
regarding  the  park  were  read  to  and  distributed  to  the  officers  and 
men,  and  orders  given  for  the  proper  instruction  and  posting  of  detach- 
ments to  relieve  without  delay  the  outpost  detachments  of  the  Sixth 
Cavalry.  These  orders  were  carried  into  effect,  and  on  July  8  Capt. 
Oeorge  S.  Anderson,  with  his  squadron  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry,  marched 
from  Fort  Yellowstone,  in  the  park,  en  route  to  Fort  Bobinson,  Kebr. 
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On  Jane  1  the  main  route  of  travel  from  the  north  boundary,  com- 
mencing at  Gardiner,  going  via  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  through  Golden 
Gate  to  I^orris  Geyser  Basin,  thence  via  the  Fountain,  Upper  Geyser 
Basin,  the  Thumb,  Lake,  and  Canyon  back  to  Norris  Greyser  Basin, 
was  open  for  tourists;  also  the  road  from  west  boundary.  The  road 
from  the  south  boundary  up  Snake  River  was  not  open  until  the  latter 
part  of  June  for  wagon  transportation. 

Seven  new  bridges  have  been  built,  as  follows:  Over  Trout  Greek; 
over  Firehole  River,  at  Riverside  Geyser ;  over  ravine  near  west  Thumb 
of  Lake;  over  Gibbon  River,  in  Virginia  Meadows;  over  Green  Greek; 
foot  bridge  over  Firehole  River  near  Biscuit  Basin  and  over  East  Gar- 
diner above  the  Undine  Falls,  for  new  road  from  Mammoth  Hot  Springs 
to  Cooke  City.  A  new  bridge  is  being  built  over  Middle  Gardiner 
on  the  same  road.  Nine  bridges  have  been  repaired,  55  new  culverts 
have  been  built  (some  to  replace  old  ones),  and  10  have  been  repaired. 
The  estimates  for  next  year  will  embrace  the  cost  of  completing  the 
road  down  the  canyons  of  Lewis  and  Snake  rivers  from  Thumb  Station 
to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  forest  reserve  near  Jackson's  Lake;  the 
road  from  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  to  Cooke  City,  including  combination 
bridges  over  Yellowstone  and  Lamar  rivers;  projected  road  from  near 
Grand  Canyon  Hotel  to  Yancey's;  Riverside  Station  to  west  boundary; 
for  substantial  stone  or  wooden  guards  on  all  completed  roads  at  dan- 
gerous places  (brinks  of  precipices,  etc.) ;  saddle  trails  to  various  points 
of  interest,  etc. 

The  aggregate  number  of  tourists  visiting  the  park  from  the  ox>ening 
of  the  season  (June  1)  to  August  20  was  8,720.  The  aggregate  number 
carried  through  the  park  over  the  regular  route,  by  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park  Transportation  Company,  was  3,842;  those  carried  by 
0.  J.  Bassett,  via  Beaver  Canyon,  59;  and  by  David  A.  Curry,  over 
the  same  route,  43;  aggregate  number  carried  through  by  licensed 
transportation  of  personally  conducted  camping  parties,  1,255;  the 
Skggi^egB'te  number  carried  through  in  private  transportation,  3,327; 
bicycles,  foot  travelers,  etc.,  194.  The  number  of  persons  taking  the 
steamboat  trip  on  Yellowstone  Lake  who  came  into  the  park  by  the 
regular  transportation  company  was  1,667;  the  number  of  persons  tak- 
ing this  trip  who  went  through  the  park  with  camping  parties  was  922. 

During  the  very  heavy  travel  it  became  necessary  to  station  guards 
at  frequent  intervals  on  the  roads  to  prevent  accident  and  imposition 
and  preserve  good  order.  To  prevent  undue  monopoly  of  the  choicest 
camping  places,  parties  were  not  permitted  to  camp  longer  than  two 
days  in  one  place.  The  campers  became  so  numerous  between  Gardiner 
and  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  that  it  became  necessary  to  prohibit  camp- 
ing or  grazing  of  stock  in  that  section  after  August  1,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  grass  for  the  antelope  and  mountain  sheep  which  winter 
there.  Thoughtless  or  intentional  violations  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  instructions  to  tourists  were  very  few  in  comparison  to  the 
number  of  visitors.    No  cases  of  violation  or  trespass  by  passengers 
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of  the  regular  transportation  company  have  been  reported,  the  result, 
no  doubt,  of  careful  drivers  and  guides  from  the  hotels«  The  presence 
of  a  United  States  commissioner  in  the  park  for  the  speedy  trial  of  a 
trespasser  has  a  wholesome  and  deterrent  effect. 

No  violation  of  stipulations  in  any  lease  has  been  reported.  During 
the  present  season  Mr.  F.  Jay  Haynes  has  erected  a  log-cabin  studio 
in  the  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  on  ground  leased  April  18,  1896.  This 
cabin  is  said  to  be  the  most  beautiful  and  most  appropriate  in  the  park. 
A  two-story  frame  building,  20  by  30  feet,  has  been  erected  by  Mr. 
H.  E.  Klamer  on  a  site  surveyed  and  platted  in  Upper  Geyser  Basin, 
under  a  lease  to  be  issued  by  the  Department. 

As  a  sanitary  measure  the  old  structures  used  by  the  army  post  for 
dairy  purposes  in  the  hills  above  the  Mammoth  Hotel  and  in  close 
proximity  to  the  source  of  water  supply  for  the  hotel  were  torn  down 
and  the  debris  burned. 

Leases  held  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  are  as  follows : 

Yellowstone  Park  Transportation  Company :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  2  acies;  Nor- 
ris,  2  acres;  Fountain,  1  acre;  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  2  acres;  hake,  2  acres;  Canyon, 

1  acre;  building,  etc.,  for  the  accommodation  of  employees  and  stock. 
Yellowstone  Park  Association :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  Mammoth  Hotel  and  com- 
missary; Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  Cottage  Hotel  and  Mammoth  bam;  Fountain 
(Lower  Basin),  cottages;  Fountain,  Fountain  Hotel  and  bam;  Lake,  Lake  Hotel 
and  bam ;  Canyon,  Canyon  Hotel,  pump  house,  and  bam. 

Yellowstone  Lake  Boat  Company:  Near  Lake  Hotel,  2  acres;  Frank  Island,  2 
acres;  Stevenson's  Island,  2  acres;  Dot  Island,  1  acre;  West  Thumb,  1  acre;  Ways, 

2  acres;  Southeast  Arm,  2  acres;  Dot  Island  Game  Corral,  2  acres;  to  be  located  by 
superintendent,  6  acres. 

Jennie  H.  Ash:  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  dwelling,  post-office,  and  store. 

Ole  A.  Anderson :  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  dweUing  and  store. 

John  F.  Yancey :  Pleasant  Valley,  hotel. 

F.  J.  Haynes:  Mammoth  Hot  Springs,  studio. 

F.  J.  Haynes:  Upper  Geyser  Basin,  studio. 

A  thorough  inspection  of  all  the  hotels  in  the  park  was  made  in 
Jane.  The  conditions  as  to  cleanliness,  neatness,  and  good  order  were 
excellent  The  food  is  of  superior  quality,  well  cooked  and  served,  and 
the  table  linen  unexceptionable. 

An  inspection  of  the  Yellowstone  Transportation  Oompany's  coaches, 
surreys,  stables,  harness  rooms,  repair  and  paint  shops  was  made  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  and  again  in  July,  and  everything  was 
found  to  be  in  excellent  condition,  employees  well  organized,  work  sys- 
tematized, and,  to  all  appearances,  discipline  well  maintained.  There 
were  in  service  two  6-horse  and  eighty-three  4-horse  coaches  and  spring 
wagons,  fifty- three  2-horse  surreys  and  spring  wagons,  twenty-two 
4-horse  and  seventy-eight  2-horse  vehicles  in  temporary  employ,  282 
regular  team  horses  and  412  employed  team  horses,  besides  extra 
teams  for  baggage,  etc. 

The  Lake  Boat  Company  has  transacted  its  business  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  The  superintendent  states  that  he  made  several  trips  on  the 
INT  97 ^vi 
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boat  dnringtbe  season— one  in  a  severe  windstorm — and  the  boat  showed 
herself  to  be  a  stanch  craft;  every  portion  appeared  neat  and  clean,  the 
employees  respectfdl,  and  the  roaster  conrteons  and  obliging.  The  boat 
earned  of  all  classes  2,589  passengers  on  the  regular  trips,  besides 
many  excursion  parties  of  which  no  record  was  made. 

The  new  troops  provided  for  protecting  the  park  were  strangers  to  the 
geographical  and  topographical  features  of  the  country.  The  imx>ortant 
duties  of  registering  travelers,  sealing  guns,  making  out  permits,  with 
statements  as  to  intended  camps,  taking  accurate  descriptions  of  fire- 
arms, inspecting  wagons  for  durability  and  safety,  giving  necessary 
information  to  visitors,  etc.,  are  entirely  different  from  the  ordinary 
routine  duties  of  camp  and  garrison  and  require  time  to  become  familiar 
with. 

In  addition  to  all  these,  as  the  travel  rapidly  increased  as  the  season 
advanced,  a  constant  patrol  on  the  roads  was  necessary  to  see  that  camp 
fires  were  extinguished,  camping  grounds  left  clean,  and  objects  of 
interest  and  great  natural  wonders  uninjured.  These  latter  being  so 
numerous  and  the  crowds  of  visitors  and  campers  becoming  so  great, 
in  July  it  required  the  entire  force  to  protect  them  and  enforce 
the  regulations  on  the  main  traveled  roads.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  to^ apply  for  an  additional  force  of  one  troop  of  cavalry  or 
one  company  of  infantry,  but  the  application  was  not  favorably  con- 
sidered and  two  important  outposts  had  to  be  abandoned.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  necessary  to  employ  expert  hunters,  trailers,  and 
trappers  to  protect  the  game  and  instruct  the  soldiers  in  this  duty. 

On  August  14  six  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Transportation  Company's 
coaches  and  one  United  States  Dougherty  spring  wagon  were  held  up 
by  two  masked  and  well-armed  highwaymen  and  the  occupants  robbed 
of  over  $500.  All  possible  means,  in  addition  to  the  assurance  of  a 
money  reward  by  the  Attorney-General  for  their  capture,  were  placed 
in  active  operation  and  continued  until  the  robbers  were  duly  arrested 
and  placed  in  safe  confinement  on  August  29.  Preliminary  examina- 
tion before  the  United  States  commissioner  in  the  park  was  subse- 
quently had  and  they  were  bound  over  m  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  the 
next  session  of  the  United  States  district  court. 

But  one  fire  occurred  in  the  park  during  the  season,  and  that  was 
extinguished  soon  after  discovery.  This«  fire  was  on  Pelican  Greek, 
near  Astringent  Creek,  and  an  area  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
long  and  not  over  a  hundred  yards  wide  m  its  widest  part  was  burned 
over.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  result  of  spontaneous  combos- 
tion  in  a  decaying  log  or  from  fnction  of  two  dry  trees  rubbed  together 
by  the  wind,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  trailliear  the  fire  and  the  road 
where  it  occurred  is  one  very  diflScult  to  traverse. 

Oame  in  the  park,  buffalo  excepted,  is  increasing  in  numbers.  Black 
bear  have  become  very  numerous  and  very  annoying.  Complaints 
received  from  Norris  Lunch  Station,  Fountain  Hotel,  Thumb  Lunch 
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Station,  Lake  Hotel,  and  fi*om  the  station  of  a  detachment  of  soldiers 
at  the  canyon,  indicate  that  bears  have  broken  into  the  storehouses 
and  destroyed  meats  and  other  provisions  in  lar^e  quantities.  At 
most  of  the  hotels  and  lunch  stations  the  bears  feed  daily  from  the 
garbage  of  kitchens.  At  least  12  bears  might  be  disposed  of  to 
responsible  zoological  gardens  where  desired  for  the  expense  of  captur- 
ing and  shipping,  which  would  be  smalL  The  number  of  buffalo  is 
estimated  at  24.  An  expert  hunter,  well  acquainted  with  the  park  and 
the  habits  and  habitats  of  the  game  therein,  is  engaged  in  making 
thorough  observations  with  a  view  of  estimating  closely  the  number  of 
each  species  within  the  park  boundaries,  including  the  annexed  forest 
reserve. 

Consultation  has  been  had  with  Dr.  Frank  Baker,  superintendent  of 
the  National  Zoological  Park,  at  Washington,  as  to  the  advisability 
and  practicability  of  corraling  the  remaining  buffalo  in  the  park  with 
a  view  to  their  preservation  and  increase,  and  the  concurreut  conclu- 
sion reached  that  it  has  been  the  experience  of  most  persons  engaged 
in  the  capture  and  domestication  of  wild  animals  that  while  the  young 
of  two  classes  to  which  the  buffalo  belong  may  be  caught  and  con- 
fined with  usually  successful  results,  it  is  otherwise  with  the  adult  ani- 
mals, a  large  proportion  of  which  fail  to  adapt  themselves  to  even 
slight  restraint,  and  die  in  consequence.  As  to  the  practicability,  the 
buffalo  remaining  in  the  park  are  now  scattered  in  very  small  herds  at 
a  number  of  points  far  remote  from  each  other.  They  are  mostly  in 
rough,  rugged  regions,  where  they  could  not  safely  be  captured  alive, 
and  their  ranges  are  separated  by  mountains,  streams,  and  canyons  of 
such  impassable  character  that  their  transportation  could  not  be  accom- 
plished without  great  injury  and  loss.  Even  were  the  advisability  of 
the  project  free  from  doubt,  the  difftculties  in  the  way  of  its  successful 
accomplishment  appear  to  be  insuperable. 

Thecoyotesare  numerous  and  bold,  and  much  game  has  been  destroyed 
by  them.  The  opinion  has  been  advanced  that  if  the  coyote  is  exter- 
minated the  gopher  would  in  time  eradicate  the  grass  from  the  winter 
valley  ranges.  The  superintendent  does  not,  however,  concur  in  this 
opinion,  and  requests  authority  to  reduce  the  number  so  that  they  will 
not  hunt  in  packs. 

The  regulations  prohibiting  firearms  in  the  park,  except  under  written 
permission  of  the  superintendent,  have  been  strictly  observed,  the 
enforcement  thereof  being  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  park. 
The  old  system  of  sealing  firearms  to  be  carried  through  the  park  with 
tape  and  sealing  wax  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  discontinued. 
A  new  system  of  sealing  has  been  adopted,  similar  to  that  used  by 
express  companies. 

For  satisfactory  reasons,  until  further  orders,  fishing  has  been  pro- 
hibited in  the  Gardiner  Biver  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  junction  of  the 
east  and  middle  forks,  also  in  Olen,  Indian,  Willow,  and  Obsidian 
creeks,  and  in  Beaver  Lake. 
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Appended  to  the  report  is  a  copy  of  the  latest  map  of  the  x>ark, 
including  the  annexed  timber  reserve,  showing  roads  completed,  roads 
projected,  roads  under  construction,  roads  available  but  not  yet  used 
by  the  Park  Transportation  Company,  saddle  trails,  and  old  wagon 
trails  that  may  be  used  as  saddle  trails,  etc. 

The  claims  of  Mr.  Baronett  on  account  of  a  bridge  built  by  him  over 
the  Yellowstone  River,  and  those  of  Messrs.  McCartney  and  McGuirk, 
respectively,  for  improvements  made  within  the  park  prior  to  the  act 
of  dedication,  are  equitable  and  just,  and  payment  of  them  should  not 
be  longer  delayed.  Becommendations  have  been  made  in  the  annual 
reports  of  my  predecessors  that  Congress  make  proper  appropriation 
for  the  adjustment  of  their  claims ;  these  recommendations  are  renewed, 
as  in  my  judgment  all  proprietary  rights  within  the  park  should  be 
removed. 

YOSEMITE  NATIONAL,  PARK. 

This  park  is  situated  in  Tuolumne,  Mariposa,  and  Mono  counties, 
Cal.,  and  covers  an  area  of  about  1,512  square  miles,  being  36  miles 
wide  and  about  42  miles  long. 

Capt.  Alexander  Rodgers,  Fourth  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  acting  super- 
intendent, reports  that  he  lefb  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco  on  the 
10th  of  May  with  Troop  K,  Fourth  Cavalry,  which  had  been  designated 
to  guard  the  park  during  the  season.  The  troop  reached  camp  near 
Wawona,  Cal.,  May  22, 1897.  The  work  of  patrolling  the  park  began 
on  the  26th  of  May,  and  thereafter  was  steadily  kept  up.  The  guard 
at  Crocker's,  established  last  year,  was  renewed.  It  looks  after  fire- 
arms brought  into  the  park,  instructs  campers  as  to  park  regulations, 
escorts  cattle  brought  in  on  permits  and  belonging  to  holders  of  pat- 
ented lauds  within  the  park,  etc.  All  the  firearms  are  taken  from  their 
owners  at  Wawona  and  Crocker's,  the  two  principal  entrances  to  the 
park,  and  patrols  take  all  the  firearms  found  in  possession  of  tourists 
and  campers  who  have  entered  the  park  by  unguarded  routes.  The 
regular  patrols  have  found  that  there  is  less  trespassing  in  the  park 
than  in  past  years. 

Very  few  signs  of  sheep  have  been  found  inside  the  park  lines,  and 
they  were  mainly  in  the  eastern  and  southeastern  parte  of  the  park, 
which  are  accessible  to  persons  crossing  firom  the  eastern  side  earlier 
than  they  are  to  the  patrols.  Sheep  rarely  penetrate  more  than  half  a 
mile  inside  the  park  lines,  so  careful  has  been  the  patrolling  system. 
The  northern  part  of  the  park,  which  was  formerly  overrun  with 
sheep,  is  now  clear.  Cattle,  which  used  to  range  over  the  whole  west- 
ern half  of  the  park,  are  now  restricted  to  the  lands  belonging  to 
persons  holding  patented  lands  witbiu  the  park,  and  owners  of  cattle 
are  held  to  strict  compliance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  promulgated 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  game  in  the  park  has  increased  in  numbers  and  the  deer  and 
other  animals  show  less  fear  of  human  beings  than  they  have  in  past 
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years;  the  result,  no  donbt,  of  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  rules  against 
carrying  firearms  in  the  park.  There  is  little  or  no  hunting  in  the  park 
during  the  time  the  troops  are  there,  but  many  people  come  into  the 
western  part  after  the  departure  of  the  troops,  and  it  is  believed  they 
kill  considerable  game,  particularly  deer.  Indians  from  !Nevada  come 
into  the  reservation  very  late  in  the  fall  and  kill  deer  in  large  quantities. 
They  are  among  the  worst  offenders,  and  it  is  urged  that  steps  betaken 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  conduct  on  their  part. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  and  of 
the  California  fish  commission,  many  of  the  streams  and  lakes  in  the 
park  have  been  stocked  with  trout,  and  the  number  of  waters  so  stocked 
increases  from  year  to  year.  During  the  past  two  years  most  of  the 
work  of  the  stocking  has  been  performed  by  Lieut.  Harry  0.  Benson, 
Fourth  Cavalry,  to  whose  judgment  and  energy  the  success  of  the  work 
is  largely  due. 

Forest  fires  have  been  unusually  numerous  this  year.  Owing  to  the 
prompt  action  and  hard  work  of  the  noncommissioned  officer  in  charge 
of  the  guard  at  Crocker's,  a  fire  that  threatened  the  Merced  Big  Tree 
Grove  was  put  out  before  it  could  do  any  harm  to  these  trees.  The 
Ingest  fire  occurred  near  Hazel  Oreen,  and  buriied  over  a  tract  cover- 
ing several  square  miles.  Some  large  timber,  much  of  fair  size,  and  all 
the  young  growth  were  destroyed.  A  detachment  of  twenty  men  did 
much  to  prevent  its  spreading  more.  Many  fires  were  reported  soon 
enough  to  enable  detachments  to  extinguish  them  before  they  had 
spread  very  far.  These  fires  are  generally  due  to  the  ignorance  or  will- 
ful carelessness  of  campers.  There  is  good  reason  to  suspect  that  some 
of  the  fires  have  been  deliberately  started  by  persons  just  outside  the 
park  line  and  brought  in  by  the  strong  easterly  winds  that  have  been 
blowing  for  some  time. 

The  need  of  a  good  map  of  the  park  has  been  greatly  felt,  but  was 
largely  overcome  by  the  work  of  Lieutenant  McClure,  Fifth  Cavalry, 
on  duty  in  this  park  with  Troops  C  and  K,  Fourth  Cavalry,  in  1894  and 
1895.  Lieutenant  Benson  took  up  this  work  in  1896,  and  the  result  of 
his  two  years'  service  in  the  park  and  of  careful  study  of  all  authorities 
bearing  upon  it  is  shown  in  the  excellent  map  that  he  has  prepared. 
From  the  maps  in  the  surveyor-general's  office  tracings  have  been 
made  showing  all  patented  lands  inside  the  park.  These  tracings  have 
been  of  great  value  this  year,  and  will  make  comparatively  easy  the 
work  of  a  new  officer  coming  here.  There  is  urgent  necessity  of  a 
survey  of  the  lines  of  the  park,  which  ought  to  be  carefully  marked,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  possible  mistake  as  to  the  boundaries. 

There  are  in  the  park  four  principal  roads;  these  are  the  road  of  the 
Yosemite  Stage  and  Turnpike  Company,  from  Wawona  to  the  Yosemite 
Valley;  the  Big  Oak  Flat  road,  which  enters  the  park  about  3  miles 
west  of  Crocker's  and  runs  into  the  Yosemite  Valley  at  the  foot  of  Bl 
Oapitan;  the  Coulterville  road,  which  crosses  the  park  line  about  3 
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miles  soath  of  the  Big  Oak  Flat  road  and  runs  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
Yosemite  Valley;  the  Tioga  road,  bailt  by  the  Great  Sierra  Wagon 
Boad  Company,  running  from  Crocker's  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  park, 
about  50  miles.  AH  these  roads  are  toll  roads,  and  all  are  kept  up  by 
the  companies  running  them,  except  the  Tioga  road,  which  has  been 
allowed,  through  disuse,  to  become  entirely  out  of  repair.  The  three 
first  named  are  the  routes  by  which  nearly  all  tourists  and  campers 
enter  the  park,  the  number  coming  in  on  horseback  by  trail  constituting 
only  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  total  number.  The  roughness  of 
the  country  and  many  difficulties  of  construction  to  be  overcome  made 
the  first  cost  of  these  roads  very  great;  the  severe  winter,  with  a  very 
heavy  snowfall,  makes  necessary  the  expenditure  of  considerable  sums 
annually  to  put  them  in  repair  in  the  spring;  as  a  consequence  the  com- 
panies, to  get  a  fair  return  on  their  investments,  have  to  charge  high 
rates  of  toll.  Now  that  the  Oovemment  has  established  a  national 
park,  it  seems  only  right  that  it  should  buy  and  maintain  all  these 

roads. 
Besides  the  tourists  who  go  to  the  Yosemite  Valley  by  the  different 

stage  lines,  from  3,000  to  4,000  persons  enter  the  park  in  wagons  owned 
or  hired  by  them.  Some  of  them  are  people  of  sufficient  means  to  buy 
what  hay  and  grain  they  need  and  to  pay  their  toll  without  feeling 
the  expense;  but  the  m%)ority  are  not.  Many  farmers  in  the  hot  and 
unhealthy  San  Joaquin  Valley  harvest  their  crops  and  then  take  advan- 
tage of  the  season  of  comparative  rest  to  put  their  families  and  a  few 
weeks'  provisions  in  their  wagons  and  take  them  to  the  mountains. 
Most  of  them  have  to  carefully  consider  every  item  of  expense.  Free 
roads,  well  kept,  and  plenty  of  good  grazing  would  enable  many  of 
them  to  seek  health  and  pleasure  in  the  Yosemite  l^ational  Park  who 
are  now  unable  to  do  so.  The  cool  climate  and  the  excellent  and 
abundant  water  would  attract  many  campers,  who  would  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  park  and  would  derive  much  benefit  from  it. 

The  superintendent  earnestly  recommends  that  the  Oovernment 
purchase  all  these  roads  and  *that  ample  provision  be  made  for  their 
maintenance  and  repair.  The  cost  of  putting  the  Tioga  road  into  good 
condition  would  probably  be  not  less  than  $10,000.  Ownership  of  this 
road  by  the  Government  would  make  the  guarding  of  the  park  much 
easier,  and  would  add  greatly  to  the  practical  efficiency  of  the  troops 
assigned  to  that  work.  The  superintendent  states  a  trail  running  all 
around  the  park,  a  short  distance  inside  the  boundary  line,  is  essential 
to  the  work  of  patrolling  the  park.  Many  of  the  streams  along  the 
route  of  this  proposed  trail  are  impassable  until  late  in  July,  and  the 
passage  of  some  of  them  is  dangerous  at  all  seasons.  AU  such  streams 
should  be  bridged,  the  bridges  being  strong  and  adapted  to  the  safe 
passage  of  saddle  and  pack  animals.  A  telephone  line  with  at  least 
six  principal  stations  ought  to  follow  the  route  of  the  trail.  When  the 
main  trail  around  the  park  is  completed  other  trails  running  from  it 
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toward  the  center  of  the  park  should  be  constructed  to  render  more 
easy  the  patrolling  of  the  entire  park. 

The  necessity  for  more  stringent  regulations  and  for  a  penalty  for 
violation  thereof  has  been  dwelt  on  by  all  superintendents,  and  it  is 
essential  to  the  welfJEure  of  the  park  that  penalties  be  imposed  for 
trespass. 

Much  of  the  land  in  the  park  is  owned  by  individuals,  the  title  thereto 
having  been  acquired  before  or  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  park. 
The  Government  should,  it  is  stated,  own  all  the  land  inside  the  park, 
and  none  should,  be  given  over  to  private  use,  except  for  the  purpose 
named  in  the  act  reserving  the  land  now  included  in  the  Yosemite 
National  Park.  The  prompt  purchase  by  the  Government  of  all  pat- 
ented lands  within  the  park  will  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States 
and  to  that  of  most  of  the  owners  of  such  lands. 

This  park  has  now  been  in  existence  for  nearly  seven  years;  during 
this  time  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  on  duty  there  have  done  much 
hard  work  to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  act  of  Congress  creating  the 
same.  No  money  has  been  appropriated  for  its  maintenance;  no  pen- 
alty has  been  imposed  for  violation  of  the  law  and  of  the  regulations 
prescribed  under  the  law.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  act, 
money  must  be  expended  and  violators  of  the  law  must  be  punished. 
This  park  should  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park. 

I  concur  in  the  recommendations  of  the  acting  superintendent  of  the 
park,  that  appropriations  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  the 
troops  stationed  therein  and  for  the  repair  of  roads  and  bridges  should 
be  made  by  Congress. 

If,  as  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  it  is  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  purchase  the  various  toll  roads  in  the  park  and 
make  travel  over  the  same  free,  as  the  State  of  California  has  done  of 
similar  roads  in  the  Yosemite  Valley  grant,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  suf&cient  annual  appropriation  to  keep  said  roads  in  repair. 

SEQUOIA  Ain>  GENERAL  GRANT  NATIONAL  PARKS. 

Sequoia  Park  is  located  in  Tulare  County,  Cal.  Its  area  is  about 
260  square  miles.  General  Grant  Park  is  situated  in  Mariposa  County, 
Gal.,  and  contains  about  4  square  miles.  In  these  reservations  are 
found  the  finest  known  specimens  of  the  Seqtwia  gigcmtea^  the  famous 
"big  trees"  of  Califomia. 

Capt.  George  H.  G.  Gale,  Fourth  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  acting  super- 
intendent, reports  that  the  park  guard,  consisting  of  Troop  C,  Fourth 
Cavalry,  arrived  at  Three  Bivers,  Cal.,  on  June  10,  establishing  a  tempo- 
rary camp  at  Bed  Hill,  which  it  occupied  until  July  1,  when  the  head- 
quarters were  removed  to  the  camp  at  Weishar's  Mill.  Camps  of 
outlying  detachments  were  established  as  follows:  At  General  Grant 
Natibnal  Park^  one  noncommissioned  officer  and  two  privates,  on  June 
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23;  at  Halstead  Meadows,  one  noncommissioned  officer  and  seven  pri- 
vates, on  July  2,  and  at  Hockett  Meadow,  one  noncommissioned  officer 
and  foar  privates,  on  Joly  16.  In  addition,  a  small  detachment  was 
kept  at  Red  Hill  for  purposes  of  transmitting  the  mail  and  guarding 
stores.  These  detachments  were  visited  by  various  patrols  from  the 
main  camp,  and  kept  up  a  daily  patrol  of  both  parks,  two  small  patrols 
leaving  each  camp  daily. 

From  the  date  of  rendering  the  report  last  year  until  the  guard  was 
removed,  about  November  1,  no  trespass  occurred  within  the  limits  of 
the  parks.  The  guards  were  withdrawn  from  the  higher  altitudes 
about  October  25,  the  season  being  peculiarly  favorable  for  such  a  long 
stay.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  two  or  three  days  after  prevented  the  fur- 
ther grazing  of  sheep  within  the  park  limits,  and  the  fact  that  sheep 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  park  bound- 
aries had  been  already  ascertained  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  outlying 
detachments. 

One  forest  fire  of  considerable  magnitude  occurred  between  the  East 
and  Middle  forks  of  the  Kaweah  about  the  middle  of  September.  The 
fire  originated  in  the  forest  reserve  and  was  carried  by  a  westerly  wind 
within  the  park  limits.  It  was  gotten  under  control  by  a  detachment 
sent  out  for  the  purpose  after  several  days'  hard  labor,  but  required 
about  a  week's  watching  to  prevent  frirther  spreading.  This  fiie, 
occurring  at  a  season  when  there  are  few  thunderstorms,  was  probably 
caused  by  the  carelessness  of  sheep  men  or  hunters;  several  hundred 
acres  were  burnt  over,  but,  in  the  judgment  of  the  superintendent,  no 
serious  damage  was  done. 

The  direction  boards  placed  last  year  at  intersections  of  trails,  etc, 
being  somewhat  temporary  in  character,  are  in  process  of  being  replaced 
by  others  neatly  painted  and  uniform  in  size  and  lettering,  intended  to 
be  more  permanent.  About  fifty  have  already  been  placed  in  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  Sequoia  Park,  giving  full  information  as  to  the  traOs 
at  each  fork.  Others  are  being  prepared,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
northern  portion  and  the  General  Grant  Park  will  be  fully  supplied 
before  the  troop  is  withdrawn.  Large  and  neatly  made  name  plates  for 
the  Greneral  Grant  and  the  General  Sherman,  the  most  important  trees 
in  the  two  groves,  have  been  prepared  to  replace  those  now  on  the 
trees,  which  are  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  of  the  trees  and  of 
the  names  they  bear. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  the  boundaries  of  Sequoia  Park 
should  be  thoroughly  and  properly  marked,  as  it  is  difficult  to  find  the 
present  blazes  or  monuments,  owing  to  the  precipitous  nature  of  the 
country,  the  snow  brush  and  fallen  timber;  further,  that  a  fence  be  con- 
structed about  the  General  Grant  Park,  a  tract  of  land  only  two  miles 
square,  which,  however,  by  reason  of  its  unprotected  condition,  is  con- 
stantly overrun  by  small  bands  of  stray  stock. 

No  systematic  work  for  the  improvement  of  old  trails  or  building  of 
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new  ones  has  been  done  this  year.  This  labor  can  not  be  performed 
under  the  present  system  unless  the  guard  is  increased  in  strength,  as 
a  single  troop  of  cavalry  is  fully  occupied  by  its  patrol  duties.  A  wagon 
road)  it  is  stated,  should  be  constructed  from  the  Mineral  King  road  to 
Hockett  Meadow,  as  it  can  be  done  at  a  trifling  expense,  thereby  open- 
ing up  all  the  beautiful  southern  portion  of  the  8equoia  Park  to  summer 
visitors. 

The  Colony  Mill  road,  the  title  of  which  is  in  private  parties,  should 
be  a<^quired  by  the  Government  and  the  road  repaired  and  extended 
to  the  Qiant  Forest.  This,  the  superintendent  states,  would  be  an 
expensive  matter,  but  not  too  much  so  when  the  beauty  of  the  country 
and  the  magnificence  of  the  Giant  Forest  are  taken  into  consideration. 
This  grove,  generally  conceded  to  be  the  finest  in  the  world  and  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  Government,  is  practically  inaccessible  to 
visitors.  It  is  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the  park,  and  by  judicious 
selection  might  x>erhaps  be  partially  cleared,  to  its  own  betterment,  at 
sufficient  profit  to  payvfor  this  exx)enditure.  •At  all  events  there  should 
be  sufficient  pride  in  its  ownership  to  warrant  the  expense  of  its 
exhibition. 

There  were  but  few  cases  of  trespass  or  depredations  committed  in 
the  reservation  during  the  year. 

The  game  within  Sequoia  Park  is  reported  as  being  more  abundant 
than  last  year,  and  the  trout  streams  are  excellent  and  well  stocked  in 
the  southern  portion. 

The  superintendent  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  land  used  for 
camping  purposes  by  the  command  in  the  park  is  private  property; 
that  the  owner  thereof  permits  the  occupancy  of  the  same  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  and  which  may  be  discontinued  at  any 
time.  He  urges  that  appropriations  therefor  be  made  of  sufficient 
amount  to  provide  a  satisfactory  camp,  including  comfortable  and  roomy 
cabins,  a  kitchen  provided  with  proper  range  facilities,  and  mess  room, 
as  well  as  satisfactory  stable  accommodations.  I  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendations in  question  and  recommend  that  Congress  make  the  neces- 
sary appropriation  therefor. 

HOT  SPRINGS  RESERVATION. 

The  permanent  reservation  at  Hot  Springs  consists  of  four  mountain 
reservations — Hot  Springs  Mountain,  l^orth  Mountain,  Sugar  Loaf 
Mountain,  West  Mountain — having  an  aggregate  area  of  911.63  acres. 

The  hot  water  issues  from  the  base  and  side  of  the  Hot  Springs  Moun- 
tain, and  the  actual  quantity  thereof  is  not  known.  That  which  is 
under  control  and  being  used  to  supply  the  bath  houses  amounts  to 
about  507,000  gallons  a  day,  and  the  amount  collected  and  passed 
through  the  impounding  reservoir,  about  350,000,  making  a  total  quan- 
tity of  hot  water  under  control  of  about  857,000  gallons  a  day. 

WiUiam  J.  Little,  superintendent  of  the  Hot  Springs  Eeservation, 
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reports  that  improvements  carried  on  under  his  sapervision  daring  the 
past  year  have  been  more  varied  and  extensive  than  heretofore,  requir- 
ing much  study  and  investigation  in  the  bringing  together  of  suitable 
material  and  labor  for  the  various  kinds  of  work  to  be  performed,  the 
principal  feature  of  the  improvements  being  that  of  the  Whittington 
Avenue  Lake  Reserve. 

A  new  lease  was  granted  the  Lamar  Bath  House,  certain  improve- 
ments  thereto  having  been  made  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifi 
cations,  approved  by  the  Department,  placing  it  in  line  with  the  beet 
equipped  bath  houses  receiving  hot  water. 

The  Waverly  Bath  House,  which  was  seriously  damaged  by  fire  at 
the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  Waverly  Hotel,  has  been  repaired, 
and  is  in  a  most  excellent  condition.  It  was  reopened  to  the  public  in 
June  and  has  since  been  in  full  operation.  The  hotel,  which  is  ran 
in  connection  with  the  bath  house,  is  undergoing  reconstruction. 

Other  bath  houses  on  the  reservation  have  been  refurnished, 
repainted,  repaired,  etc.,^nd  all  are  in  a  good^and  cleanly  condition, 
and  the  lessees  have  universally  rendered  a  cordial  compliance  with 
the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  management  of  the  same.  All 
bath  houses  have  been  properly  supplied  with  the  requisite  quantity  of 
hot  water  and  have  enjoyed  a  reasonably  good  business.  No  complaints 
by  visitors  as  to  prices  charged  at  the  bath  houses  have  been  made, 
and  the  scale  of  prices  is  sufficiently  varied  to  accommodate  almost  all 
classes  of  persons.  The  total  number  of  tubs  now  in  use  is  575,  with 
a  daily  bathing  capacity  of  7,725  people. 

The  following  list  shows  the  bath  houses  and  bath-house  sites  on  and 
oft  the  reservation  for  which  leases  have  been  granted  up  to  June  30, 
1897: 


Kftine  of  bath  house. 

Leasee. 

Tubs. 

Date  of  lease. 

Bxptzes. 

On  the  ptrmanent 

Arlington  Hotel 

New  Rector 

8.  H.  Stitt  &  Co.  (Samael  H.  Stltt,  Sam- 
nel  W.  Fordyce,  Albert  B.  Gaines). 

Henry  li.  Rector  and  Mary  E.  Fellows ; 
assigned    to  Arlington  Hotel   Co., 
Jane  11, 1802. 

Logan  H.  Roots  and  Greorge  H.  Eastman . 

James  L.  Barnes  and  Charles  K.Rix; 
Barnes  assigns  one-half  of  his  half 
interest  to  Charles  N.Rix,Jane  30, 
1892;  Charles  N.Rix  assigns  his  nn- 
divided  three-fourths  interest  to  Fred. 
N.Rix,Oct20,1806. 

Morris  C.  Tombler 

40 

26 
25 

40 
30 
30 

23 

Mar.  8,1882 
do 

Jan.   1,1803 
Jan.   1,1892 

Jan.  1,1887 

Jan.   1,1895 

do 

Jan.  12, 1883 

Kar.    2,1912 

DOl 

Hale 

Deo.  31.1907 
Deo.  31,1906 

Deo.  3L1916 

Trnperlal ,  r ........ , 

Lunar 

llaffneaia 

Charles  B.  Piatt 

Dec.  3L1909 

Horse  Shoo 

Albert  B.  Gaines  assigned  to  D.  Fellows 

Piatt,  July  30, 1886. 
Samuel  W.  Fordyoe 

Tk%. 

Palace 

Deo.  Sl,190« 
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S'ame  of  bath  house. 

On  the  permanent  ret- 
ervatien    ConVd. 

ce 

OMrk 

Saperior 

Bammeliiberg 

Pool  b»th  house 

Of  tke  permanent 
ruervaOon, 

Bockafellow's 

Sastman 

Aibambn 

Ayvoxub 

St.  Joseph's  Infirmary 

Hot  Springs 

P*rk 

Rector 

Waverly 

Cheshire 

Smnpter 

Do 

Great  Northern  Hotel. 


J^OBAvOa 


Cbarlea  B.  ICanrioe,  Charles  G.  Conyers, 
and  William  G.Kaarioe. 

George  G.  Latta  and  Lewis  H.  Carhart; 
Lewis  H.  Carhart  assigns  his  interest 
to  laaao  W.  Carhart,  May  23, 18»5. 

Robert  Frootor  and  Samnel  S.  Wilson . . 

GeorgeH.  Bnckstaff 

John  B.  Vamadoorea 

Charles  N.  Bockafellow 

Kew  York  Hotel  Co 

Edward  H.,  Anna  M.,  and  CaiToU  D. 

Bancroft,  doing  business  under  the 

firm   name  of   the  Alhambra  Bath 

House  Co. 

Ayenne  Hotel  Co 

Sister  Mary  Aloysius,  local  superior  of 

St.  Joseph^s  Infirmary. 
Mark  J.  and  C.  H.  Y.  Smith ;  assigned 

to  Mark  J.  Smith,  Feb.  2,  1893. 

Park  Hotel  Co 

Henry  M.  Rector 

Waverly  Hotel  Co 

Cheshire  Improvement  Co.,  limited 

John  J.  Sumpter  a 

Hot  Springs  Medical  Co.  (600  gallons 

daily). 
Cornel  S.  Williamsona 


Tubs. 


21 


22 


16 
18 
30 


20 
40 
40 


20 

4 

16 

40 

12 

20 

8 

8 


10 


Date  of  lease. 


Jan.   1,1807 


Jan.     1, 1802 


Sept  15, 1896 
Jan.  1, 1892 
Aug.  9,1805 


July  1,1895 
May  12, 1802 
Feb.  28,18M 


Jan.  1, 1802 
Dec.  31,1886 

Jan.  1, 1893 

May  12, 1892 
Apr.  16, 1894 
Mar.  24,  :893 
Aug.  7,1895 
Mar.  7,1894 
July  24, 1894 

May  15, 1897 


Sxpiii 


Dec.  31,1916 


Dec.   31,1902 


Sept.  14, 1906 
Dec.  31,1888 
Aug.    9,1910 


June  80, 1808 
May  12,1912 
Feb.  28,1914 


Dec.  31,1897 
Dec  31,1901 

Dec.  31.1902 

May  12,1918 
Apr.  16,1904 
Mar.  24. 1913 
Aug.  7,1906 
Mar.  7,1904 
July  24,1904 

May  15.1912 


a  Bath  house  not  erected. 


The  free  bath  house  is  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  is  conducted 
in  strict  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Department  and  the 
law  which  restricts  the  parties  bathing  therein  to  persons  who  are 
indigent.  The  free  bath  house  was  constructed  and  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic in  February,  1891.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  in  continuous  use 
and  has  accomplished  great  good.  Thousands  of  helpless  indigent 
persons  have  been  benefi.ted,  the  cures  effected  were  equal,  if  not 
greater,  in  number  than  reported  in  1896,  fully  80  x>er  cent  having  been 
cured  or  benefited ;  a  flattering  testimonial  to  the  efficacy  of  thQ  waters. 

The  capacity  of  the  bath  house  has  been  sufficent  to  supply  baths  to 
all  indigent  persons  making  application  therefor.  The  whole  number 
of  baths  given  during  the  year  was  estimated  at  140,160,  the  average 
number  given  daily  was  384,  an  increase  of  37  over  the  previous  year. 

Extensive  improvements  of  a  decorative  and  scenic  nature  have  been 
made  on  the  reservation.  The  chief  feature  of  this  work  has  been  the 
conversion  of  the  Whittington  avenue  reservation,  of  11  acres,  into  an 
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lit  tractive  park  and  pleasure  gfonnd.  Hitherto  this  valley,  in  the  city 
of  Hot  8pring8,  has  been  practically  wasteland,  traversed  by  the  West 
Fork  of  the  Uot  Springs  Greek,  which,  daring  nnmerons  overflows,  had 
MO  often  changed  its  channel  as  to  give  the  whole  tract  a  ragged  and 
uuMlghtly  appearance.  It  was  at  first  intended  to  erect  dams  which 
would  oonflne  the  waters  of  the  creek  in  four  lakes,  but  after  inspection 
of  tho  phuiB  the  Department  deemed  it  more  expedient  to  provide  for 
but  two  lakes  and  to  improve  the  balance  of  the  reservation  as  a  park 
Accordingly  plans  and  specifications  for  the  improvement  were  pre- 
loured  and  approved  July  14, 1896,  $30,000  being  allotted  for  the  work, 
which  has  since  been  in  progress. 

The  Huperin  tendent  details  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  carrying 
out  of  thcHc  plans,  and  states  up  to  the  present  time  the  following  baa 
been  accomplished :  The  two  lakes  have  been  practically  completed,  are 
now  filled  with  water  and  have  stood  the  test  of  unusually  dry  weather, 
dt^monstrating  that  the  supply  of  water  will  be  sufficient  at  all  times  to 
keex)  them  full,  without  danger  from  stagnant  water  or  malaria.  The 
grounds  have  been  partially  graded  and  drained,  the  channel  of  the 
creek  has  been  straightened  and  widened,  five  substantial  bridges  have 
been  built,  tennis  grounds,  80  by  160  feet,  have  been  completed,  music 
and  other  park  pavilions  have  been  erected,  and  a  suitable  cottage  has 
been  provided  for  the  park  gardener.  The  entire  reservation  has  been 
inclosed  by  a  tasteful  iron  fence,  with  gateways  at  convenient  intervals, 
and  a  main  carriage  entrance  of  attractive  appearance.  The  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  improvement  up  to  June  30  is  $23,660, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  park  can  be  finally  and  permanently  com- 
pleted, including  shrubbery,  flowers,  etc.,  within  the  allotment  of  $30,000. 

The  improvement  of  the  Whittington  Avenue  Lake  Beserve  was 
authorized  by  the  sundry  civil  act  of  August  5, 1892,  and  $30,000  was 
set  aside  for  that  purpose  from  the  Hot  Springs  Reservation  fund.  The 
park  in  question  is  not  located  on  the  reservation  with  the  Government 
bath  houses,  but  a  considerable  distance  therefrom  in  the  city  of  Hot 
Springs.  The  improvements  in  progress  on  this  reservation  will  be 
practically  completed  in  the  spring  of  1898.  Thereafter  the  maintenance 
of  this  park,  the  providing  of  light,  water  for  irrigation  purposes,  shrub- 
bery, and  pay  of  keeper  will  cost  approximately  $2,200  per  annum.  This 
annual  expense  should  not  be  a  charge  upon  the  Hot  Springs  Beserva- 
tion  fund,  which,  under  section  7  of  the  act  of  June  16, 1880  (21  Stat 
290),  is  to  <<be  held  as  a  special  fund  for  improvement  and  care  of 
the  permanent  reservation  at  Hot  Springs  and  of  the  Hot  Springs 
Creek,  adjacent  to  and  between  the  permanent  reservations,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  free  baths  for  the  invalid  poor  of  the  United  States.^ 
I  have,  therefore,  to  recommend  that  Congress  make  appropriation  for 
the  care  and  maintenance  of  this  park,  or  that  it  be  ceded  to  the  city  of 
Hot  Springs  upon  the  condition  that  it  will  properly  care  for  the*  same. 

The  roads  and  drives  heretofore  completed  on  the  Hot  Springs  Moun- 
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tain  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  and  are  in  constant  use  by  visitors 
Three  and  one-half  miles  of  horseback  road  have  been  opened  on 
North  Mountain  and  some  1,500  feet  of  carriage  road  graded.  The 
superintendent  dwells  at  length  on  the  importance  of  extending  the 
system  of  mountain  driveways  and  paths,  of  completing  the  important 
branch  of  the  main  system  of  roads,  leading  from  the  head  of  Fountain 
street  to  the  junction  of  the  Hot  Springs  and  North  Mountains,  a  dis- 
tance of  over  3,000  feet,  so  as  to  provide  a  means  of  ascending  or 
descending  the  mountain  without  passing  twice  over  the  same  road, 
and  recommends  that  suitable  amounts  be  allotted  for  such  purpose. 

The  mountain  park  on  the  Hot  Springs  Mountain  has  been  enlarged 
by  the  cultivation  and  planting  of  additional  ground  with  shrubbery 
and  flowers,  and,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  grand  central  entrance, 
is  now  a  most  beautiful  and  attractive  place.  The  bath-house  park,  in 
which  most  of  the  bath  houses  and  all  of  the  hot- water  drinking  foun- 
tains are  located,  has  been  further  adorned  by  the  planting  of  some 
sixty  trees  and  several  large  beds  of  cannas,  coleus,  geraniums,  and 
caladiums,  which  have  added  greatly  to  its  beauty. 

The  ^^  Hoke  Smith"  fountain,  at  the  north  end  of  the  promenade,  was 
completed  April  21, 1807,  and,  like  the  <^  John  W.  Noble"  fountain,  at 
the  south  end,  is  in  constant  use,  thousands  of  persons  using  the  water 
daily  at  both  places.  The  Fountain  street  cold  spring  and  pavilion 
have  also  become  iK)pular  and  are  highly  appreciated  by  the  visitors. 

The  seventy-three  hot  springs,  excepting  foar,  are  now  all  arched 
over  and  used  to  supply  the  reservoirs  and  bath  houses.  Of  the  open 
springs,  the  Hale  and  Stevens  have  been  handsomely  improved  and  are 
much  used  for  drinking  purposes.  The  improvements  of  the  Alum  and 
Dripping  springs  are  well  under  way.  It  is  proposed  to  preserve  these 
four  springs  as  open  springs,  where  the  hot  waters  may  be  seen  issuing 
from  the  ground. 

The  report  gives  the  total  receipts  from  bath-house  leases  and  hot- 
water  rents  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  $18,150;  the  dis- 
bursements for  salaries,  superintendence,  repairs,  fael,  lights,  water, 
etc,  $12,297.63.  Of  the  sums  of  money  set  aside  from  the  reservation 
fund  in  the  Treasury  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  Whitting- 
ton  Avenue  Lake  Reserve,  there  was  expended  during  the  same  period 
$23,660. 

OASA  aSANDE  BUIN. 

The  Oasa  Qrande  Euin,  located  near  Florence,  in  the  Territory  of 
Arizona,  is  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  relics  of  a  prehistoric  age  aud 
people  remaining  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  The  land  on 
which  it  is  located  is  part  of  480  acres  reserved  from  settlement  by 
Executive  order  dated  June  22, 1892.  It  was  discovered  already  in  a 
ruinous  condition  by  one  Padre  Kino  in  1694,  and  since  that  time  has 
been  a  subject  of  record  by  explorers  and  historians.    This  structure. 
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like  others  erected  by  the  most  advanced  among*  the  native  races  in  the 
Southwest,  is  of  perishable  material,  being  bnilt  of  cajon — ^that  is,  of 
paddled  day,  molded  into  walls  dried  in  the  snn. 

In  the  last  aunaal  report  of  my  predecessor  attention  was  called  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  properly  protect 
this  ruin  from  the  elements,  but  no  action  was  taken  thereon  by  Con- 
gress. The  custodian  of  the  ruin,  the  Bev.  Isaac  T.  Whittemore,  in  a 
recent  report,  states  that  cracks  have  appeared  in  the  walls  of  the  build- 
ing which  should  be  at  once  repaired;  that  attrition  from  storms, 
especially  rain,  is  slow  but  sure,  and  requires  the  roofing  in  of  the  edifice 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  in  order  to  prevent  further  inroads.  He 
directs  attention  to  plans  and  specifications  for  the  restoration  of  the 
ruin  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  the  Geological 
Survey  in  1890,  and  adds  that  if  the  improvements  therein  contemplated 
can  be  made,  the  building  will  stand  for  many  centuries. 

ELEEMOSYNARY  INSTITUTIONS. 

THE  GOVERNMEIYT  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSAKB. 

This  hospital  was  established  by  act  of  March  3,  1855  (10  Stat 
682).  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  visitors — nine  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  appointed  by  the  President — and  it  is  supported  in  part 
by  Congressional  appropriations  and  in  part  by  receipts  from  pay 
patients,  the  expenditure  of  which  is  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  (sec.  4858,  Rev.  Stat.)*  The  institution 
has  an  area  of  350  acres  of  land,  known  as  St.  Elizabeth,  from  title  of 
theoriginal  grant;  also  outlying  agricultural  lands  of  an  extent  upward 
of  450  acres.  The  14  hospital  buildings  can  comfortably  accommodate 
about  1,400  patients. 

The  title  to  the  entire  property  is  in  the  United  States,  and  its 
estimated  cost  is  something  over  $1,000,000. 

It  is  the  only  hospital  for  the  Insane  in  the  United  States  which  is 
exclusively  under  Federal  control.  It  provides  for  the  admission 
thereto  of  the  insane  of  the  Army  (including  civilians  becoming  so 
diseased  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Subsistence 
Departments)  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy ;  the  Bevenue- 
Cutter  Service,  and  Marine-Hospital  Service  on  the  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  inmates  of  the  National  Homes  for  Disabled  Vol- 
unteer Soldiers  on  the  order  of  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Homes;  inmates  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on 
the  order  of  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Home; 
msane  United  States  convicts;  persons  charged  with  crime  before  the 
courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  those  charged  with  ofifenses 
against  the  United  States  and  in  the  actual  custody  of  its  officers  when 
found  to  be  insane,  on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  and 
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the  indigent  insane  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  the  order  of  the 
OommiBsioners  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbla.  The  words  ^Mnsane  per- 
sons" and  ^Munatic"  are  defined  in  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States  as  including  every  idiot,  non  compos,  lunatic,  and  insane  person; 
hence,  imbecile  and  weak-minded  persons  are  frequently  sent  to  the 
hospital  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  annual  report  of  the  board  of  visitors  shows  that  during  the 
year  2,112  persons  have  been  under  treatment;  345  have  died  or  been 
discharged;  1,767  remained  in  the  hospital  on  the  30th  of  June,  1897. 
The  number  of  admissions,  377,  is  a  slight  advance  on  that  of  the  two 
previous  years,  while  the  average  number,  1,709+,  and  the  number 
remaining  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  1,767,  is 
greater  than  that  at  the  close  of  any  previous  year.  The  mortality  of 
the  year,  162  deaths,  was  but  7§  per  cent  of  this  whole  number  under 
treatment,  a  rate  lower  than  has  prevailed  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
its  continuance  can  hardly  be  expected  in  view  of  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  old  and  feeble  ex-soldiers  received  Irom  the  various  National 
Homes  for  Disabled  Volunteers,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the 
condition  of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  River,  a  great  source 
of  malarial  disease,  remains  unchanged.  As  in  previous  reports,  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  disease-breeding  condition  of  the  flats  along  the 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  Kiver  abutting  the  hospital  grounds. 
The  malarial  germs  arising  from  this  source  cause  more  sickness  among 
the  inmates  and  employees  of  the  institution  than  all  other  sources  put 
together.  An  adequate  appropriation  by  Congress  is  urged  for  the 
reclamation  of  the  flats  in  question  and  the  improvement  of  the  East- 
ern Branch.  ^ 

Separate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  epileptic  insane,  and  such 
plan  has  been  in  operation  long  enough  to  demonstrate  its  superiority 
over  former  methods  of  caring  for  this  class  of  afflicted  persons. 
Buildings  have  been  constructed  for  the  white  male  and  female  epilep- 
tics and  the  colored  female  epileptics,  and  an  appropriation  should  be 
made  for  the  construction  of  a  building  to  provide  for  the  colored  male 
epileptics.  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  made  appropriation  of  $75,000 
for  the  erection  of  pavilion  buildings  for  the  insane  soldiers  from  the 
various  National  Homes.  Plans  and  specifications  for  such  structures 
have  been  approved  which  contemplate  the  furnishing  of  sufficient 
room  to  accommodate  150  such  veterans,  and  the  buildings  are  now 
under  construction.  There  were  332  colored  inmates  remaining  under 
treatiftent  at  the  close  of  the  year,  of  whom  193  were  males,  an  increase 
of  14  i>er  cent  over  the  number  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year,  while 
the  increase  in  the  male  population  has  been  less  than  3  per  cent.  The 
present  accommodations  do  not  provide  for  them  properly,  and  it  is 
urged  that  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress  for  the  construction  of 
a  building  for  their  use. 

The  estimate  for  current  exx>ense8  of  $379,500  is  based  on  an  annual 
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cost  of  $220  per  capita  for  an  estimated  average  nnmber  of  1^725  per- 
sons of  the  various  classes  received  at  the  institution. 

Appropriations  are  solicited  of  $15,000  for  general  repairs  and 
improvement;  $15,000  for  the  construction  of  a  cement  and  brick  sewer 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  sewerage  from  the  building  to  a  point 
below  the  tide  level  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  about  one-half  mile; 
$3,500  for  the  purchase  of  a  steam  boiler  and  improved  machinery  for 
the  new  laundry;  $1,250  for  the  refitting  of  the  old  laundry  as  a  shop 
and  dormitory;  $2,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  200-hor8ei>ower  tubular 
boiler  for  use  in  connection  with  the  electric  lighting  of  the  new  build- 
ing and  for  the  further  extension  of  fan  ventilation,  which  has  proved  a 
relief  in  the  very  crowded  wards;  $6,250  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
to  accommodate  colored  male  insane;  $750  for  the  digging  of  an  arte- 
sian well  to  supply  water  to  the  insane  accommodated  at  the  farm  known 
as  Godding  Croft. 

In  the  last  annual  report  attention  was  directed  to  the  fact  that  the 
superintendent  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane  had  from 
time  to  time  deposited  with  him  as  custodian  moneys  and  private 
effects  of  patients  to  be  expended  or  used  in  their  behalf  as  the 
occasion  might  require;  that  such  personal  property  of  the  inmates, 
whether  clothing,  watches,  jewelry,  money,  ete.,  were  matters  of  trust 
imposed  upon  the  superintendent  of  the  hospital  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
and  his  legal  responsibility  therefor  was  that  of  reasonable  care  only. 
Such  fund  on  the  30th  of  June,  1896,  aggregated  over  $50,000,  and  for 
the  proper  application  thereof,  as  well  as  for  the  expenditures  of  such 
money,  the  superintendent  was  not  responsible  under  his  bond  as  a 
United  States  disbursing  officer  of  public  funds. 

The  fact  that  an  embezzlement  of  over  $14,000  from  this  fund  by  one 
of  the  employees  of  the  hospital  had  occurred  was  also  adverted  t^  and 
the  opinion  expressed  that  as  moneys  of  this  character  received  by  the 
superintendent  to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  various  patients  were  not 
strictly  under  the  control  of  this  Department  and  the  Government  could 
not  be  legally  responsible  for  loss  thereof,  it  was  advisable  that  legis- 
lation be  had  looking  to  the  proper  care  and  custody  of  such  deposits. 
It  was  then  recommended  that  Congress  enact  a  law  requiring  the 
superintendent  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane  to  deposit 
in  the  United  States  Treasury  the  balance  of  this  so-called  x>atieuts' 
fund  and  any  further  sums  paid  him  for  a  like  purpose;  that  such  sums 
be  disbursed  and  accounted  for  in  all  respects  as  are  the  public  funds, 
and  that  the  superintendent  be  required  to  give  an  additional  bond  for 
the  faithful  care  and  disbursement  of  such  trust  funds,  j^o  action 
having  been  taken  by  Congress  on  such  recommendation,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  reiterate  the  same  and  to  state  that  the  necessity  for  the 
legislation  desired  is  as  great  to-day  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
submission  of  the  report  of  my  predecessor. 
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HOWARD  UNIVERSITY. 

Howard  University  was  established  by  the  act  of  March  2, 1867  (14 
Stat.,  438),  <^for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences." 
It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  on  which  Congress  is  represented 
by  one  Senator  and  two  Representatives.  It  is  supported  in  part  by 
funds  from  benevolent  societies  and  in  part  from  appropriations  by 
Congress. 

The  president,  J.  E.  Rankin,  D.  D.,  reports  that  the  year  has  been 
one  of  entire  harmony  and  progress  in  the  institution  under  his  care, 
and  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  regarding 
the  exx)enditure  of  appropriations  therefor,  have  been  in  all  respects 
complied  with.  In  all  the  departments  the  students  aggregate  598,  a 
decrease  of  31  from  the  number  cared  for  last  year.  Though  most  of 
the  schools  throughout  the  country  felt  the  effect  of  the  business 
depression  generally  prevalent  in  the  United  States,  it  was  not  so 
marked  at  this  institution,  for  the  reason  that,  though  the  students  are 
usually  very  poor,  the  greater  part  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Government. 

The  students  accommodated  in  the  university  are  of  both  sexes  and 
come  from  34  different  States  and  Territories,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  various  countries  of  the  world,  embracing  Canada,  Korea,  Japan, 
Honduras,  Africa,  and  the  West  Indies. 

The  act  of  incorporation  contemplated  an  agricultural  department, 
and  during  the  past  year  one  has  been  tentatively  organized  and 
instruction  given  therein  in  the  principles  of  agriculture.  Inasmuch 
as  the  District  of  Columbia  has  never  participated  in  the  benefits  of 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30, 1890,  for  the  further  endow- 
ment of  agricultural  and  mechauical  colleges  in  the  United  States,  the 
trustees  suggest  that  such  act  be  extended  to  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  that  Howard  University  be  designated  as  the  recipient  of  the 
appropriation  thereunder.  It  is  believed  that  if  land  can  be  secured 
for  a  practice  farm  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the  university  it 
will  be  possible  to  gather  up  from  the  District  many  boys  who  might 
otherwise  fall  into  habits  of  indolence  and  crime. 

The  trustees  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  the  sum 
of  $1,000  appropriated  by  Congress  for  repairs  of  the  building  they 
expended  $2,300  to  repair  damages  consequent  on  a  severe  storm 
which  occurred  during  the  year,  and  request  that,  as  such  sum  was 
drawn  from  their  permanent  endowment,  an  appropriation  of  an  equal 
amount  be  made  in  the  act  providing  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  for  repairs. 
They  also  urge  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  fitting  up,  with  necessary 
seats  and  other  furniture,  a  practice  room  in  the  normal  department. 
Appended  to  the  report  is  a  detailed  statement  showing  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  appropriation  for  the  institution  made  by  Congress,  and 
the  various  purposes  for  which  it  was  expended. 

INT  97 VII 
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All  the  institutions  connected  with  this  Department  are  required  by 
law  to  submit  an  annual  report  as  to  operations,  with  the  exception  of 
Howard  University.  In  the  latter  case  the  reiK)rt  has  been  called  for 
as  a  matter  of  custom  b}^  the  Department  and  submitted  as  an  act  of 
courtesy  by  the  president  of  the  institution.  This,  in  my  judgment, 
should  be  remedied  by  making  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  University  to  so  report,  and  I  therefore 
recommend  that  they  be  specifically  required  by  law  to  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  condition  of  the  institution  ou  the  1st  of 
July  of  each  year,  embracing  in  the  report  the  number  of  pupils 
received  and  discharged  during  the  preceding  year  and  the  number 
remaining;  also  the  branches  of  knowledge  and  industry  taught  and 
the  progress  made  therein,  together  with  a  statement  showing  the 
receipts  of  the  institution  and  from  what  sources,  and  its  disburse- 
ments and  for  what  objects.  Furthermore,  that  all  appropriations  by 
Oongress  for  the  Howard  University  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
on  requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  be  disbursed  and 
accounted  for  in  all  respects  according  to  the  laws  regulating  ordinary 
disbursements  of  public  money. 

THE  FREEDMEN'S  HOSPITAL  AND  ASYLUM. 

The  Freedmen's  Hospital  was  appropriated  for  and  placed  under 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by  act  of  March  6,  1871  (16  Stat, 
506),  and  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  by  act  of  June 
23, 1874  (18  Stat.,  223).  It  occupies  3^  acres  of  leased  ground  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  on  which  there  are  eight  buildings.  Six  were 
constructed  by  the  lessors  and  two,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  under  appropria- 
tion by  Congress  therefor.  Five  buildings  used  for  hospital  purposes 
have  a  capacity  for  250  patients;  the  remainder,  three,  are  administra- 
tive buildings.  The  title  of  property  is  in  the  trustees  of  the  Boward 
University,  and  its  estimated  value  is  $304,000.  The  supervision  and 
control  of  expenditure  of  appropriation  was  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  District  of  Columbia  by  act  of  March  3, 1893  (27  Stat, 
551).  The  appointive  and  general  administrative  power,  however,  is 
still  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Dr.  Daniel  H.  Williams,  surgeon  in  chief,  reports  that  the  number 
remaining  in  the  hospital  June  30, 1896,  was  134.  During  the  year 
2,608  patients  were  admitted,  of  whom  516  were  males  and  1,092  were 
females;  207  children  were  born,  making  a  total  of  2,949  in  the  hospi- 
tal; 419  operations  were  performed;  2,576  patients  were  discharged 
and  223  died,  leaving  150  remaining  in  the  hospital  on  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1897. 

The  work  at  the  hospital  during  the  year  has  been  productive  of 
satisfactory  results.  The  internes  have  rendered  faithful  and  efficient 
service  and  are  a  valuable  a4junct  to  the  hospital  corps.    The  training 
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school  for  nurses  has  been  operated  ander  the  system  of  instruction 
outlined  in  previous  reports,  and  during  the  year  a  class  of  young 
women  numbering  29  was  graduated. 

The  hospital,  it  is  stated,  is  national  in  character,  inasmuch  as 
patients  treated  therein,  as  well  as  students  at  the  training  school  for 
nurses,  are  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  should  be  kept 
under  the  control  of  officers  who  are  responsible  to  the  National 
Government. 

The  surgeon  in  chief  directs  attention  to  the  necessity  for  new  hospital 
buildings,  which  should  include  a  pathological  laboratory,  additional 
oi)erating  facilities,  etc. 

Appended  to  the  report  is  a  comprehensive  statement  aB  to  the 
patients,  diseases  treated,  causes  of  death,  nativity,  occupation,  etc. 

COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

This  institution  was  established  by  act  of  February  16, 1857  (11  Stat., 
161).  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  directors  on  which  Congress  is 
represented  by  one  Senator  and  two  Kepresentatives,  and  is  supported 
in  part  by  Congressional  appropriations  and  in  part  by  tuition  fees,  etc. 
The  expenditure  of  CougreSvSional  appropriations  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  admissions  of  all  bene- 
ficiaries are  subject  to  his  approval.  It  occupies  100  acres  of  ground 
located  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  2  acres  of  which  were  at  the  organi- 
zation of  the  institution  donated  by  the  Hon.  Amos  Kendall  and  the 
balance  purchased  by  Congressional  appropriations.  The  title  of  the 
entire  property  is  vested  in  the  United  States  as  trustees.  There  are 
seven  administration  buildings  and  six  dwellings  used  by  the  corps  of 
instructors.    The  estimated  cost  of  all  is  about  $500,000. 

The  report  of  the  president.  Dr.  E.  M.  Gallaudet,  sets  forth  the  fol- 
lowing statement:  The  number  of  pupils  and  students  in  the  institu- 
tion since  July  1, 1896,  was  184.  Of  these  130  were  in  the  college  and 
54  in  the  primary  school. 

At  the  close  of  the  academic  year  nine  students  of  the  college  were 
graduated  with  the  bachelor's  degree  and  four  from  the  normal  depart- 
ment with  the  master's  degree. 

Instruction  in  speech  is  provided  for  all  who  desire  such  instruction, 
and  very  few  decline  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  useful  accomplish- 
ment. 

The  receipts  of  the  institution  from  all  sources  for  current  expenses 
amounted  to  $70,863.11,  and  the  disbursements  were  $70,851.78, 

In  the  appendix  to  the  report  the  president  gives  an  account  of  a 
visit  he  made  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  methods  of 
educating  the  deaf  which  prevail  there,  and  to  attend  a  congress  of 
the  deaf,  held  in  London,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  was  to  promote 
the  establishment  in  Great  Britain  of  a  college  similar  to  that  which 


C  REPORT   OF  THE   8ECRBTART   OF  THE   INTERIOR, 

Las  been  saccessfiilly  carried  on  here  for  many  yi^rs.  Much  valnable 
information  is  to  be  fonnd  in  this  report  on  European  methods  of 
instructing  the  deaf. 

Estimates  are  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  of 
$67,000  for  current  expenses  and  $3,000  for  repairs. 

MARYLAND  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Under  section  2  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  29,  1858  (II 
Stat.,  294),  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorized  to  place  for 
instruction  in  an  institution  for  the  blind,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  or 
some  othet  State,  the  indigent  blind  children  of  teachable  age  who  are 
children  of  persons  actually  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  section  4869  of  the  Revised  Statutes, 
the  indigent  blind  children  of  teachable  age  belonging  to  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority  there  were  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal 
year  (1896)  21  blind  children  under  instruction  in  the  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind,  at  Baltimore,  Md.;  4  were  admitted  and  3  discharged 
during  the  year,  leaving  22  beneficiaries  at  the  institution  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1897. 

The  United  States  beneficiaries  are  reiK>rted  to  be  of  average  intelU- 
geuce;  several  have  made  most  excellent  progress,  and  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  are  all  a  promising  class  of  pupils.  Their  regular  course  of 
study,  which  commences  with  the  kindergarten  for  the  younger  chil- 
dren, embraces  spelling  and  reading  by  touch,  geography,  history, 
grammar,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  natural  philosophy,  political 
economy,  rhetoric  and  comx>osition,  physiology,  instrumental  and  vocal 
music,  harmony  and  orchestral  instruction,  sewing,  crocheting,  and 
knitting.  Instruction  is  also  given  in  piano  tuning,  chair  caning, 
broom  and  mattress  making.  The  capabilities  of  the  pupils  are  care- 
fully studied,  and  their  development  is  pursued  on  the  line  most  likely 
to  be  serviceable  to  each  individual.  Special  attention  is  i)aid  to 
physical  training.  The  facilities  of  this  institution  for  the  proper  train- 
ing of  the  blind  children,  both  in  appliances  and  teaching  force,  are 
reported  to  be  equal  to  any  school  of  similar  character  in  the  country. 
The  school  is  nonsectarian  in  character. 

The  cost  to  the  Government  for  each  pupil  is  $300  per  annum,  that 
being  the  amount  charged  by  the  State  of  Maryland  for  similar  instruc- 
tion to  others;  payment  therefor  is  made  from  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

WASHINGTON  HOSPITAL  FOR  FOUNDLINGS. 

This  institution  is  under  the  care  of  a  corx)oration  created  by  the  act 
of  April  22,  1870,  to  carry  into  effect  that  provision  in  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  Joshua  Pierce  devising  to  certain  trustees  fourteen 
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parcelB  of  land  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  to  be  held  as  a  site 
tor  a  hospital  for  the  reception  and  care  of  destitute  and  friendless 
children.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  directors,  who  are  required 
to  report  annually  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  is  supported 
in  part  by  contributions  from  benevolent  x>ersons  and  societies,  and  in 
part  by  appropriations  by  Gongress. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  directors  shows  that  103  children  were 
provided  for  during  the  year,  of  whom  28  were  remaining  in  the  hos- 
pital June  30, 1896.  The  adoptions  during  the  year  were  17,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  40;  of  the  latter  18  children  were  in  a  dying  condi- 
tion when  received.  The  total  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the 
year,  including  the  balance  of  $153.43  on  hand  June  30,  1896,  were 
$7,456.86,  and  the  expenditures  $6,699.20,  leaving  a  cash  balance  on 
hand  June  30, 1897,  of  $757.66. 

The  board  of  directors  urge  a  continuance  during  the  years  1898  and 
1899,  of  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  made  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
in  order  that  the  large  number  of  children  which  are  annually  received 
at  the  institution  may  be  prox>er]y  maintained.  I  concur  in  the 
recommendation. 

THE  ARCHITECT  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

By  act  of  September  30, 1850  (9  Stat,  538),  the  appointment  by  the 
President  of  an  architect  to  execute  the  plan  for  the  extension  of  the 
Capitol  was  authorized.  The  supervision  of  the  Capitol  extension  and 
the  erection  of  the  new  Dome  was  by  act  of  April  16, 1862  (12  Stat., 
617),  transferred  from  the  War  Department  to  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  and  all  appropriations  therefor  required  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  By  the 
act  of  March  30, 1867  (15  Stat.,  13),  all  repairs  and  alterations  of  the 
Capitol  were  required  to  be  made  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol  extension.  By  the  act  of  March  8, 1879 
(20  Stat.,  391),  the  disbursement  of  all  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
United  States  Capitol  and  grounds  was  placed  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  the  disbursing  clerk  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior  was  specifically  required  to  disburse  such  moneys. 

The  Architect,  Mr.  Edward  Clark,  reports  the  following  improve- 
ments made  on  buildings  and  grounds  during  the  fiscal  year:  There 
has  been  extensive  painting  in  the  corridors  and  committee  rooms, 
principally  in  the  old  portion  of  the  building,  where  a  great  x)ortion  of 
the  public  passageways  have  been  renovated  and  a  fresh  and  cheerful 
aspect  given  to  them.  The  frescoes  and  painted  walls  of  the  Senate 
and  House  wings  have  been  cleaned  and  retouched,  and  the  works  of 
art  under  the  control  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  have  been 
repaired  and  restored  where  necessary. 

The  necessary  accommodations  in  the  way  of  shelving,  etc.,  have 
been  supplied  to  the  folding  rooms  connected  with  the  document  offices 
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of  the  House  and  Senate.  The  steam  heating  appliances  and  the  plnmb- 
ing  throughout  the  building  have  been  overhauled  and  repaired  exten- 
sively, and  the  elevator  service,  with  its  machinery,  tanks,  and  operating 
features,  kept  in  successful  operation. 

The  ventilation  of  the  Senate  wing  has  undergone  great  improve- 
ment by  a  reconstruction  of  the  Senate  floor  and  improvement  in  the 
manner  of  introducing  the  air  through  the  chamber  floor,  as  well  as 
improved  control  of  its  exit  through  the  ceiling.  In  addition,  changes 
have  been  effected  in  the  heating  and  control  of  air  sup[>lied  to  the  com- 
mittee and  other  rooms  in  the  Senate  wing.  New  and  more  efficient 
fans  for  the  purpose  named  have  been  installed.  Steam  has  given  way 
to  electricity  for  the  operation  of  these  fans.  In  this  imx)royement, 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  restaurant  of  the  Senate  and  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  This  important  work  was  done  under  the  authority 
of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Kules,  with  the  advisory  services  of  Prof. 
S.  H.  Woodbridge,  heating  and  ventilating  engineer. 

Under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  May  13, 1886,  marble 
busts  of  the  late  Vice-Presidents  Breckinridge  and  Colfax  have  been 
procurred  for  the  niches  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Architect  recommends  the  improvement  of  the  ventilation  of  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  by  a  reconstruction  of  the  House  floor  and 
galleries,  in  a  manner  suited  to  the  adoption  of  any  system  of  ventila- 
tion, together  with  the  substitution  of  chairs  with  ventilating  seat  legs 
for  the  galleries;  and  that  electric  operation  of  the  ventilating  fans  be 
substitnted  for  steam  operation.  For  this  purpose  recommendation  is 
made  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  1,500  ampere  dynamo  and  engine. 

An  additional  water  supply  for  the  Capitol,  and  a  Altering  plant 
sufficient  to  care  ibr  the  water  used  for  drinking  fountains  and  for 
bathing  purposes,  is  recommended. 

The  Architect  calls  attention  to  the  unfinished  frieze  in  the  Botunda, 
and  recommends  the  completion  thereof,  and  an  appropriation  for  com- 
plete renovation  and  painting  of  the  Botunda  and  main  arch  of  the 
Dome. 

The  electric  lighting  system  of  the  Capitol  has  been  generally 
extended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  various  committee  rooms  and 
corridors  and  important  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  ceilings 
over  the  two  lialls  of  Congress,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  ventilation 
not  only  of  the  legislative  chambers,  but  also  the  passageways  and 
rooms  throughout  the  building.  In  the  Capitol  Grounds  an  extensive 
conduk  system  has  been  laid,  carrying  the  electric  service  to  various 
points  on  the  roadways  and  footwalks,  and  138  arc  lamps,  all  operated 
from  the  electric  machinery  within  the  Capitol  building,  have  been 
installed  and  put  in  service.  The  Architect  states  that  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  grounds  is  now  excellent  and  that  better  protection  to 
pedestrians  has  been  given  by  this  service.  New  machinery  has  been 
added  to  that  already  in  service  to  meet  the  demands  of  this  extension. 
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The  Capitol  Grounds,  which  suffered  severely  during  the  heavy  storms 
of  the  past  year,  have  been  improved.  Many  fine  trees  were  destroyed, 
and  trees  have  been  planted  to  repair,  as  far  as  possible,  the  damage 
done.  The  shrubbery  has  been  thinned  out  or  trimmed  and  lawns 
improved  and  kept  in  good  condition.  The  walls  and  artificial  stone 
pavement  have- been  repaired  where  needed. 

The  Senate  and  House  stable  and  engine  house  have  received  neces 
sary  repairs,  and  a  large  addition  made  to  the  wagon  shed  and  the 
entrances  paved  at  the  Senate  stable. 

Supervision  of  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  at  the  Maltby 
House  has  been  made  at  the  request  of  the  Senate  officials. 

At  the  United  States  Botanic  Garden  the  plant  and  propagating 
houses  have  been  repaired  by  considerable  painting  and  glazing,  the 
Bartholdi  fountain  basin  pointed  up  and  made  water-tight.  The  plumb- 
ing, steam  heating,  and  water  services  have  been  overhauled  and 
extended  to  meet  additional  requirements.  A  new  wagon  shed  has 
been  constructed  and  new  roofing  supplied  to  boiler  house  and  coal 
sheds. 

All  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  at  the  courthouse  (City  Hall), 
including  painting,  calcimining,  and  repairs  to  the  heating  and  venti- 
lating system.  Upper  rooms  in  the  east  wing,  formerly  occupied  by  the 
surveyor,  have  been  converted  into  a  court  room,  with  judge's  room 
adjoining.  A  skylight  was  placed  in  the  roof  to  light  the  passage 
to  this  room.  Three  rooms  in  the  first  story  of  the  east  wing  have 
been  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  surveyor  and  the  necessary  furniture 
supplied. 

COLUMBIA   RAILWAY   COMPANY    OF   WASHINGTON, 

D.  C. 

The  president,  B.  F.  Baker,  reports,  in  pursuance  of  the  requirements 
of  section  16  of  the  act  of  May  24, 1870  (16  Stat.,  132),  that  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  1 400,000;  that  the  par  value  of  the  shares  is 
$50,  and  the  number  of  shares  subscribed  for  up  to  December  31, 1896, 
is  8,000. 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  year  ended  December  31, 
1896,  including  $18,664.37  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1896,  were 
$168,688.96.  The  total  disbursements  during  the  year  were  $162,649.72, 
leaving  a  cash  balance  on  hand  January  1, 1897,  of  $6,039.24.  The 
total  amount  of  the  funded  debt,  $500,000;  amount  of  the  floating  debt, 
$22,786.54;  average  rate  per  annum  of  interest  on  funded  debt,  6  per 
cent.  The  amount  of  dividends  declared  was  5^  per  cent  on  the  capi- 
tal stock.  The  length  of  road  in  miles  of  single  track  is  5.7,  the  length 
of  double  track  2.8;  total  number  of  passengers  carried  during  the 
year,  4,930,846;  total  expenses  of  operating  the  road  during  the  year, 
$88,773.66;  the  number  of  persons  injured  in  hfe  and  limb,  12. 
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DEPARTMENT  EXHIBIT  AT  THE   TENNESSEE    CEN- 
TENNIAL EXPOSITION. 

The  report  of  Prof.  Frank  W.  Olarke,  of  the  Oeological  Survey, 
Department  representative  on  the  board  of  management  of  the  Gkiveni- 
ment  exhibit,  shows  that  the  total  appropriation  of  $100,000  provided 
in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  December  22,  1896  (29  Stat.,  477), 
entitled  ^<An  act  to  aid  and  encourage  the  holding  of  the  Tennessee 
Centennial  Exposition  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  the  year  1897,  and 
making  appropriation  therefor,"  the  sum  of  $12,000  was  allotted  to  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  of  which,  approximately,  $10,000  has  been 
spent. 

The  exposition  opened  on  the  first  of  May,  1897,  and  closed  October 
30, 1897. 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  was  assigned  about  4,000  square  feet 
of  floor  space  in  the  Government  building  for  the  accommodation  of  its 
exhibit,  which  was  confined  to  four  of  its  bureaus. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Office  of  Education  was  mainly  pictorial  in  char- 
acter, and  consisted  of  panels  and  cabinets  of  pictures  and  statistical 
tables  illustrating  the  work  of  education  in  the  country,  together  with 
wash  drawings  illustrative  of  the  methods  of  school  punishment,  and 
water-color  sketches  indicatmg  the  evolution  of  the  schoolhouse  from  its 
most  primitive  to  the  most  modern  form.  The  work  of  the  Office  in  eda- 
cation  in  Alaska  was  shown,  and  various  Alaskan  objects  of  aboriginal 
art,  together  with  water-color  paintings  of  Alaskaa  flowers,  were  used 
effectively  for  decorative  eftect. 

In  the  Indian  Office  exhibit  attempt  only  was  made  to  show  its 
work  in  the  Indian  schools;  it  included  three  large  show  cases  built  by 
the  Indian  pupils  and  containing  articles  of  handicraft,  such  as  car- 
penter and  blacksmith  work,  tinware,  embroidery,  dresses,  and  bead 
work.  A  large  three-seated  wagon  and  several  sets  of  harness  were 
also  displayed. 

The  Patent  Office  exhibit  was  mostly  of  models  of  American  inven- 
tions. They  occupied  10  large  cases,  and  were  classed  in  groups,  each 
showing  the  influence  of  the  Patent  Office  in  the  development  of  some 
particular  industry,  as  agricultural  machinery,  metal-working  tools, 
typewriters,  textile  machines,  wood- working  machines,  guns,  measuring 
instruments,  and  machines  for  working  clay,  for  excavating,  for  paper 
manufacture,  etc.  A  case  of  chemicals  and  dyestuff's  derived  from  coal 
tar  was  also  exhibited. 

The  Geological  Survey  exhibited  minerals,  fossils  in  rocks  in  con- 
siderable variety,  with  a  series  of  16  leaf  maps,  and  geological  models. 
Considerable  wall  space  was  covered  with  a  table  of  geologic  and  topo- 
graphic maps,  together  with  framed  illustrations  from  publications  of 
the  office.  It  also  included  a  collection  of  32  photographic  trans- 
parencies, each  measuring  36  by  28  inches,  illustrating  American 
scenery. 
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THE  MARITIME   CANAL  COMPANY  OF  NICARAGUA. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  February  20,  1889  (25  Stat,  673),  a 
charter  was  granted  to  the  Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragua  ^'to 
facilitate  commercial  intercourse  by  water  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  States  as  well  as  with  foreign  nations.''  Section  6  of  the  act 
requires  the  company  to  make  a  report  on  the  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber in  each  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  be  verified  under 
oath  by  its  president  and  secretary. 

The  preliminary  statement  filed  by  the  canal  company  shows — 

First.  That  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  company  was  held  at 
No.  64  Broad  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  6th  day  of  May, 
1897,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  by-laws,  and  that  at  such  meet- 
ing Messrs.  Frederick  F.  Thompson,  Aniceto  G.  Menocal,  Samuel  E. 
Kilner,  Alexander  T.  Mason,  and  Oeorge  West  were  duly  elected 
directors  of  said  company  to  fill  the  places  made  vacant  by  the  class 
whose  term  of  office  expired  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1897,  and  to  serve 
for  the  period  of  three  years,  as  provided  for  in  the  said  act  of  incor- 
poration. 

Second.  That  the  board  of  directors  of  said  company  as  now  con- 
stituted is  composed  of  the  following  stockholders: 

Class  of  1898 :  Charles  P.  Daly,  Daniel  Ammen,  Horace  L.  Hotchkiss, 
Henry  E.  Howland,  and  Eobert  Sturgis. 

Class  of  1899:  Joseph  Bryan,  James  Boosevelt,  Hiram  Hitchcock, 
and  Thomas  B.  Atkins. 

Class  of  1900:  Frederick  F.  Thompson,  Aniceto  G.  Menocal,  Samuel 
E.  Kilner,  Alexander  T.  Mason,  and  George  West. 

The  above-named  directors  are  citizens  and  residents  of  the  United 
States. 

Third.  That  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  after 
the  said  annual  election  the  following  officers  were  duly  elected  to  serve 
for  the  ensuing  year,  to  wit:  President,  Hiram  Hitchcock;  vice-presi- 
dent, Charles  P.  Daly;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Thomas  B.  Atkins. 
That  at  said  meeting  the  following  directors  were  elected  members  of 
the  executive  committee,  as  provided  for  in  the  by-laws  of  said  com- 
pany, to  wit:  James  Eoosevelt,  chairman;  Hiram  Hitchcock,  Henry 
E.  Howland,  Frederick  F.  Thompson,  and  Alexander  T.  Mason. 

Fourth.  That  since  the  organization  of  the  Maritime  Canal  Company 
of  Nicaragua  10,145  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  have 
been  subscribed  for  at  par,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of 
$1,014,500,  of  which  amount  $1,007,840  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury 
in  cash ;  that  there  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  from  other  sources 
$126,052.92,  making  the  total  amount  of  cash  received  $1,133,892.92. 

Fifth.  That  since  the  organization  of  the  company  it  has  paid  for 
property,  work,  and  labor  done,  and  materials  furnished  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  work  of  construction  of  canal  and  in  administration  expenses 
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the  canal  company,  at  its  own  expense,  caused  tlie  entire  line  of  the 
route  to  be  prepared  for  their  inspection,  as  thoroughly  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  do,  and  placed  its  engineers,  surveys,  maps,  etc.,  unreservedly 
at  its  disposal. 
The  commission  reported  in  November  of  the  same  year. 
By  authority  of  the  present  Congress  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  appointed  a  commission  of  engineers  to  further  examine  and 
report  upon  the  route  and  surveys  of  the  canal.    That  commission  is  now 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  its  duties.    This  company  has  placed 
its  surveys,  maps,  etc.,  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission. 
Very  respectfully, 

Cornelius  N.  Bliss, 

Secretary. 
The  President. 


APPENDIX. 


Exhibit  A. 


RULES  ANB  REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  FOREST  RESERVES  ESTABLISHED 
UNDER  SECTION  24  OF  THE  ACT  OF  MARCH  3,  1891  '26  STATS.,  1095). 

[circular.] 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D,  C,  June  SO,  1897. 

1.  Under  the  aathority  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  .June  i,  1897,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  sundry 
oivil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  for  other  purposes/'  to  make  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions and  establish  such  service  as  will  insure  the  objects  for  which  forest  reserva- 
tions are  created  under  section  24  of  the  act  of -March  3,  1891  (26  Stats.,  1095),  the 
foUowing  rules  and  regulations  are  hereby  prescribed  and  promulgated : 

object  of  forest  reservation. 

2.  Public  forest  reservations  are  established  to  protect  and  improve  the  forests  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  permanent  supply  of  timber  for  the  people  and  insuring 
oonditijns  favorable  to  continuous  water  flow. 

3.  It  is  the  intention  to  exclude  from  these  reservations,  as  far  as  possible,  lands 
that  are  more  valuable  for  the  mineral  therein,  or  for  agriculture,  than  for  forest 
purposes;  and  where  such  lands  are  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  a  reserva- 
tion, they  may  be  restored  to  settlement,  location,  and  entry. 

PENALTIES  FOR  VIOLATION  OF   LAW  AND   REGULATIONS. 

4.  The  law  under  which  these  regulations  are  made  provides  that  any  violation  of 

the  provisions  thereof,  or  of  any  rales  and  regulations  thereunder,  shall  be  punished 

as  is  provided  for  in  the  act  of  June  4, 1888  (25  Stats.,  166),  amending  section  5388  of 

the  Revised  Statutes,  which  reads  as  follows: 

That  section  fifty-three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  ^' Every  person  who  unlawfiilly 
cuts,  or  aids  or  is  employed  in  unlawfully  catting,  or  wantonly  destroys  or  procures 
to  be  wantonly  destroyed,  any  timber  standing  upon  the  land  of  the  United  States 
which,  in  pursuance  of  law,  may  be  reserved  or  purchased  for  military  or  other  pur- 
poses, or  upon  any  Indian  reservation,  or  lands  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  any 
tribe  of  Indians  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  not  more 
than  five  hundred  dollars  or  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  twelve  months,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court.'' 

This  provision  is  additional  to  the  penalties  now  existing  in  respect  to  punishment 
for  depredations  on  the  public  timber.  The  Government  has  also  all  the  common- 
law  oivil  remedies,  whether  for  the  prevention  or  redress  of  ii^'uries  which  individ- 
uals possess. 

CIX 
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5.  Tlie  act  of  February  24,  1897  (29  Stats.,  594),  entitled  ''An  act  to  proTent  for«tt 
fires  on  the  public  domain/'  provides : 

That  any  person  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  set  on  fire,  or  cause  to  be  set 
on  fire,  any  timber,  underbrush,  or  grass  upon  the  public  domain,  or  shall  carelessly  or 
negligently  leave  or  suffer  fire  to  burn  unattended  near  any  timber  or  other  infiam- 
mable  material,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  in  any  district  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 
shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  or  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  of  not  more  than  two  years,  or  both. 

Sec.  2.  That  auy  person  who  shall  build  a  camp  fire,  or  other  tire,  in  or  near  any 
forest,  timber,  or  other  inflammable  material  upon  the  public  domain,  shall,  before 
breaking  camp  or  leaving  said  fire,  totally  extinguish  the  same.  Any  person  failing 
to  do  so  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  in 
any  district  court  of  the  United  States  having  Jurisdiction  of  the  same,  shall  be  fined 
in  a  sum  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  of  not 
more  than  one  year,  or  both. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  all  cases  arising  under  this  act  the  fines  collected  shall  be  paid 
into  the  public-school  fund  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  where  the  offense  was 
committed  are  situate. 

Large  areas  of  the  public  forests  are  annually  destroyed  by  fire,  originating  in 
many  instances  through  the  carelessness  of  prospectors,  campers,  hunters,  sheep 
herders,  and  others,  while  in  some  cases  the  fires  are  started  with  malicious  intent. 
So  great  is  the  importance  of  protecting  forests  from  fire,  that  this  Department  will 
make  special  effort  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  against  all  persons  guilty  of 
starting  or  causing  the  spread  of  forest  fires  in  the  reservations  in  violation  of  the 
above  provisions. 

6.  The  law  of  June  4,  1897,  for  forest  reserve  regulations,  also  provides  that — 

The  jurisdiction,  both  civil  and  criminal,  over  persons  within  such  reservations 
shall  not  be  affected  or  changed  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  such  reservations, 
except  so  far  as  the  punishment  of  offenses  against  the  United  States  therein  is  con- 
cerned ;  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  provision  being  that  the  Stat>e  wherein  any 
such  reservation  is  situated  shall  not,  by  reason  of  the  establishment  thereof,  lose  its 
Jurisdiction,  nor  the  inhabitants  thereof  their  rights  and  privileges  as  citizens,  or  be 
absolved  from  their  duties  as  citizens  of  the  State. 

PUBLIC   AND  PRIVATE   USES. 

7.  It  is  further  provided,  that — 

Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  the  egress  or  ingress  of  actual 
settlers  residing  within  the  boundaries  of  such  reservations,  or  from  crossing  the 
same  to  and  from  their  property  or  homes;  and  such  wagon  roads  and  other  improve- 
ments may  bo  constructed  thereon  as  may  be  necessary  to  reach  their  homes  and  to 
utilize  their  property  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Nor  shall  anything  herein  prohibit  any  person  from 
entering  upon  such  forest  reservations  for  all  proper  and  lawful  purposes,  including 
that  of  prospecting,  locating,  and  developing  the  mineral  resources  thereof:  Pro- 
vided, That  such  persons  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  covering  such  forest 
reservations. 

The  settlers  residing  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  such  forest  reservations, 
or  in  the  vicinity  thereof,  may  maintain  schools  and  churches  within  such  reserva- 
tion, and  for  that  purpose  may  occupy  any  part  of  the  said  forest  reservation,  not 
exceeding  2  acres  for  each  schoolhouse  and  1  acre  for  a  church. 

All  waters  on  such  reservations  may  be  used  for  domestic,  mining,  milling,  or 
irrigation  ])urposes,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  such  forest  reservations 
are  situated,  or  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  rules  and  regulations 
established  thereunder. 

8.  The  public,  in  entering,  crossing,  and  occupying  the  reserves,  for  the  purposes 
enumerated  in  the  law,  are  subject  to  a  strict  compliance  with  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions governing  the  reserves. 

9.  Private  wagon  roads  and  county  roails  may  be  constructed  over  the  public  lands 
in  the  reserves  wherever  they  may  bo  found  necessary  or  useful,  but  no  rights  shall 
be  acquired  in  said  roads  running  over  the  public  lands  as  against  the  United  States. 
Before  public  timber,  stone,  or  other  material  can  be  taken  for  the  oonstruotion  of 
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such  roads,  permiBsion  mast  first  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
The  application  for  such  privilege  should  describe  the  location  and  direction  of  the 
road,  its  length  and  width,  the  probable  quantity  of  material  required,  the  location 
of  such  material,  and  its  estimated  value. 

10.  The  permission  to  occupy  public  lands  in  the  reserves  for  schoolhouses  and 
ohurches,  as  provided  for  in  the  law,  is  merely  a  privilege,  and  is  subject  to  any 
future  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  such  tracts  by  the  United  States. 

11.  The  right  of  way  in  and  across  forest  reservations  for  irrigating  canals,  ditches, 
flumes  and  pipes,  reservoirs,  electric-power  purposes,  and  for  pipe  lines,  will  be 
subject  to  existing  laws  and  regulations. 

12.  Under  the  term  ''  to  regulate  their  occupancy  and  use,''  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  is  authorized  to  grant  such  licenses  and  privileges,  from  time  to  time,  as 
may  seem  to  him  proper  and  not  inconsistent  with  the  objects  of  the  reservations 
nor  incompatible  with  the  public  interests. 

13.  The  pasturing  of  live  stock  on  the  public  lands  iu  forest  reservations  will  not 
be  interfered  with,  so  long  as  it  appears  that  injury  is  not  being  done  to  the  forest 
growth,  and  the  rights  of  others  are  not  thereby  jeopardized.  The  pasturing  of 
sheep  is,  however,  prohibited  in  all  forest  reservations,  except  those  in  the  States  of 
Oregon  and  Washington,  for  the  reason  that  sheep>grazing  has  been  found  injurious 
to  the  forest  cover,  and,  therefore,  of  serious  consequence  in  regions  where  the  rain- 
fall is  limited.  The  exception  in  favor  of  the  States  of  Oregon  and  Washington  is 
made  because  the  continuous  moisture  and  abundant  rainfall  of  the  Cascade  and 
Pacific  Coast  ranges  make  rapid  renewal  of  herbage  and  tindergrowth  possible. 
Owners  of  sheep  are  required  to  make  application  to  the  Commissiouer  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  for  permission  to  pasture,  stating  the  number  of  sheep  and  the 
location  on  the  resers^es  where  it  is  desired  to  graze.  Permission  will  be  refused  or 
revoked  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  sheep  are  pastured  on  parts  of  the  reserves 
specially  liable  to  injury,  or  upon  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bull  Run  Reserve,  Crater 
Lake,  Mount  Hood,  Mount  Rainier,  or  other  well-known  places  of  public  resort  or 
reservoir  supply.  Permission  will  also  cease  upon  proof  of  neglect  as  to  the  care  of 
fires  made  by  herders,  or  of  the  violation  by  them  of  any  of  the  forest  reserve 
regulations. 

KSLINQUISHMKNT  OF  CLAIMS. 

14.  The  law  provides  that  where  a  tract  within  a  forest  reservation  is  covered  by 
an  unperfected  bona  fide  claim,  or  by  a  patent,  the  settler  or  owner  may,  if  he  so 
desires,  relinquish  the  tract  to  the  United  States  and  select  in  lieu  thereof  a  tract 
of  vacant  public  land  outside  of  the  reservation,  open  to  settlement,  not  exceeding 
in  area  the  tract  relinquished.  No  charge  is  to  be  made  for  placing  the  new  entry 
of  record.  This  is  in  consideration  of  previous  fees  and  commissions  paid.  Where 
the  entry  is  in  lieu  of  an  unperfected  one,  the  necessary  fees  in  the  making  of  final 
proof  and  issuance  of  certificate  will  1)e  required.  Where  the  entry  is  based  on  an 
unsurveyed  claim,  as  provided  for  in  paragraph  17  hereof,  all  fees  and  commissions 
attending  entry  must  bo  paid,  none  having  been  paid  previously. 

15.  Where  an  application  is  made  for  change  of  entry  under  the  above  provision, 
it  must  be  filed  in  the  land  office  for  the  district  iu  which  the  lieu  selection  lies.  The 
application  must  describe  the  tract  selected  and  the  tract  covered  by  the  unperfected 
entry,  and  must  be  accompanied  by  a  formal  relinquishment  to  the  United  States  of 
all  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  tract  embraced  iu  said  entry.  There  must 
also  be  filed  with  the  application  au  affidavit,  corroborated  by  at  least  two  witnesses 
cognizant  of  the  facts,  showing  the  periods  and  length  of  claimant's  residence  on 
his  relinquished  claim,  as  credit  for  the  time  spent  thereon  will  be  allowed  under 
the  new  entry  in  computing  the  period  of  residence  required  by  law.  Residence  and 
improvements  are  requisite  on  the  new  entry  the  same  as  on  the  old,  subject  only, 
in  reejiect  to  residence,  to  a  deduction  of  the  period  covered  by  the  relinquished 
entry. 
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16.  Where  final  certificate  or  patent  has  iaeaed|  it  will  be  neceesarj  for  the  entry- 
man  or  owner  thereunder  to  execute  a  quitclaim  deed  to  the  United  States,  have  the 
same  recorded  on  the  county  records^  and  furnish  an  abstract  of  title,  duly  anthen- 
ticatedy  showing  chain  of  title  from  the  Government  back  again  to  the  United 
States.  The  abstract  of  title  should  accompany  the  application  for  change  of  entrj^ 
which  must  be  filed  as  required  by  paragraph  15,  without  the  affidavit  thenin 
called  for. 

17.  In  case  a  settler  on  an  unsurveyed  tract  within  a  forest  reservation  desires  to 
make  a  change  of  settlement  to  land  outside  of  the  reservation  and  receive  credit  for 
previous  residence,  he  should  file  his  application  as  provided  for  in  paragraph  15, 
including  the  affidavit  as  to  residence  therein  required,  and  describing  his  unsar- 
veyed  claim  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  enable  the  local  land  officers  to  approxi- 
mately determine  its  location. 

18.  All  applications  for  change  of  entry  or  settlement  must  be  forwarded  by  the 
local  officers  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  for  consideration, 
together  with  report  as  to  the  status  of  the  tract  applied  for. 

LOCATION  AND  KMTRY  OF  HINERAL  LANDS. 

19.  The  law  provides  that  ''any  mineral  lands  in  any  forest  reservation  which 
have  been  or  which  may  be  shown  to  be  such,  and  subject  to  entry  under  the  existiDg 
mining  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  rules  and  regulations  applying  thereto, 
shall  continue  to  be  subject  to  such  location  and  entry,  '*  notwithstanding  the  reser- 
vation. This  makes  mineral  lands  in  the  forest  reserves  subject  to  location  and 
entry  under  the  general  mining  laws  in  the  usual  manner. 

20.  Owners  of  valid  mining  locations  made  and  held  in  good  faith  under  the 
mining  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  regulations  thereunder  are  authorized 
and  permitted  to  fell  and  remove  from  such  mining  claims  any  timber  growing 
thereon  for  actual  mining  purposes  in  connection  with  the  particular  claim  from 
which  the  timber  is  felled  or  removed.  (For  further  use  of  timber  by  miners  aee 
below,  under  heading  '*  Free  use  of  timber  and  stone.'') 

FREE  USE  OF  TIMBER  AND  STONE. 

21.  The  law  provides,  that — 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  permit,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by 
him,  the  use  of  timber  and  stone  found  upon  such  reservations,  free  of  charge,  by  bona 
fide  settlers,  miners,  residents,  and  prospectors  for  minerals,  for  firewood,  feneing, 
buildings,  raining,  prospecting,  and  other  domestic  purposes,  as  may  be  needed  by 
such  persons  for  such  purposes;  such  timber  to  be  used  within  the  State  or  Terri- 
tory, respectively,  where  such  reservations  may  be  located. 

This  provision  is  limited  to  persons  resident  in  forest  reservations  who  have  not 
a  sufficient  supply  of  timber  or  stone  on  their  own  claims  or  lands  fqr  the  purposes 
enumerated,  or  for  necessary  use  in  developing  the  mineral  or  other  natural  resources 
of  the  lands  owned  or  occupied  by  them.  Such  persons,  therefore,  are  permitted 
to  take  timber  and  stone  from  public  lands  in  the  forest  reservations  under  the  terms 
of  the  law  above  quoted,  strictly  for  their  individual  use  on  their  own  claims  or 
lands  owned  or  occupied  by  them,  but  not  for  sale  or  disposal,  or  use  on  other  lands, 
or  by  other  persons,  provided  that  where  the  stnmpage  value  exceeds  $100,  applica- 
tion must  be  made  to  and  permission  given  by  the  Department. 

SALE  OF  TIMBER. 

22.  The  following  provision  is  made  for  the  sale  of  timber  within  forest  reserva- 
tions in  limited  quanties : 

For  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  living  and  growing  timber  and  promoting  the 
younger  growth  on  forest  reservations,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  shall  prescribe,  may  cause  to  be  designated  and  appraised 
so  much  of  the  dead,  mature4,  or  large  growth  of  trees  found  upon  suca  forest 
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reaervations  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  utilization  of  the  forests  thereon,  and 
may  sell  the  same,  for  not  less  than  the  appraised  yalae,  in  sach  quantities  to  each 
purchaser  as  he  shall  prescribe,  to  be  used  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  such 
timber  reservation  may  be  situated,  respectively,  but  not  for  export  therefrom. 
Before  such  sale  shall  take  place,  notice  tnereof  shall  be  given  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  for  not  less  than  sixty  days,  by  publication  in  a  news- 
paper of  general  circulation,  published  in  the  county  in  whicn  the  timber  is  situated, 
if  any  is  therein  published,  and,  if  not,  then  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation 
published  nearest  to  the  reservation,  and  also  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation 
published  at  the  capital  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  such  reservation  exists; 
payments  for  such  timber  to  be  made  to  the  receiver  of  the  local  land  office  of  the 
district  wherein  said  timber  may  be  sold,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe ;  and  tho  moneys  arising  therefrom  shall  be 
accounted  for  by  the  receiver  of  such  land  office  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  in  a  separate  account,  and  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  Such 
timber,  before  being  sold,  shall  be  marked  and  designated,  and  shall  be  cut  and 
removed  under  the  supervision  of  some  person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Secretary  of  tho  Interior,  not  interested  in  the  purchase  or  removal  of  snoh  timber 
nor  in  the  employment  of  the  purchaser  thereof.  Sach  supervisor  shall  make  a 
report  in  writing  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  receiver 
in  tbe  land  office  in  which  such  reservation  shall  be  located  of  his  doings  in  the 
premises. 

The  sale  of  timber  is  optional,  and  the  Secretary  may  exercise  his  discretion  at  all 
times  as  to  the  necessity  or  desirability  of  any  sale. 

23.  While  sales  of  timber  may  be  directed  by  this  Department  without  previous 
request  froip  private  individuals,  petitions  from  responsible  persons  for  the  sale  of 
timber  in  particular  localities  will  be  considered.  Such  petitions  must  describe  the 
land  upon  which  the  timber  stands,  by  legal  subdivisions,  if  surveyed ;  if  unsurveyed, 
as  definitely  as  possible  by  natural  landmarks ;  the  character  of  the  country,  whether 
rongh,  steep  or  moimtainous,  agricultural  or  mineral,  or  valuable  chiefly  for  its 
forest  growth;  and  state  whether  or  not  the  removal  of  the  timber  would  result 
injurioasly  to  the  objects  of  forest  reservation.  If  any  of  the  timber  is  dead, 
estimate  the  quantity  in  feet,  board  measure,  with  the  value,  and  state  whether 
kille<l  by  lire  or  other  cause.  Of  the  live  timber,  state  the  different  kinds  and  esti- 
mate the  quantity  of  each  kind  in  trees  per  acre.  Estimate  the  average  diameter  of 
each  kind  of  timber,  and  estimate  the  number  of  trees  of  each  kind  per  acre  above 
the  average  diameter.  State  the  number  of  trees  of  each  kind  above  the  average 
diameter  it  is  desired  to  have  offered  for  sale,  with  an  estimate  of  the  number  of 
feet,  board  measure,  therein,  and  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  timber  as  it  stands. 
These  petitions  must  be  filed  in  the  proper  local  land  office  for  transmission  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

24.  Before  any  sale  is  authorized  the  timber  will  be  examined  and  appraised,  and 
other  questions  involved  duly  investigated,  by  an  official  designated  for  the  purpose; 
and  upon  his  report  action  will  be  based. 

25.  When  a  sale  is  ordered,  notice  thereof  will  be  given  by  publication  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  accordance  with  the  law  above  quoted; 
and  if  the  timber  to  be  sold  stands  in  more  than  one  county,  published  notice  will  be 
given  in  each  of  the  counties,  in  addition  to  the  required  general  publication. 

26.  The  time  and  place  of  filing  bids,  and  other  information  for  a  correct  under- 
standing of  the  terms  of  each  sale,  will  be  given  in  the  published  notices.  Timber 
is  not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  the  appraised  value,  and  when  a  bid  is  accepted,  a  cer- 
tificate of  acceptance  will  be  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
to  the  successful  bidder,  who,  at  the  time  of  making  payment,  must  present  the  same 
to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  land  district  in  which  the  timber  stands. 
The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  must  approve  all  sales,  and  he  may,  in 
sales  in  excess  of  $500  in  value,  make  allotments  of  quantity  to  several  bidders  at  a 
fixed  price,  if  he  deems  proper,  so  as  to  avoid  monopoly.  The  right  is  also  reserved 
to  reject  any  or  all  bids.  A  reasonable  cash  deposit  with  the  proper  receiver  of 
public  moneys,  to  accompany  each  bid,  will  be  required. 

27.  Within  thirty  days  after  notice  to  a  bidder  of  an  award  of  timber  to  him,  pay- 
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ment  mnst  be  made  in  taXL  to  the  receiver  for  the  timber  so  awarded.  The  pnrchaaer 
must  have  in  hand  the  receipt  of  the  receiver  for  such  payment  before  he  will  be 
allowed  to  cut,  remove,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  timber  in  any  manner.  The 
timber  must  all  be  cut  and  removed  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  notiee  by 
the  receiver  of  the  award;  failing  to  so  do,  the  purchaser  will  forfeit  his  right  to 
the  timber  left  standing  or  unremoved  and  to  his  purchase  money. 

28.  Sixty  days'  notice  must  be  given  by  the  purchaser,  through  the  local  land  office, 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  the  proposed  date  of  cutting  and 
removal  of  the  timber,  so  that  an  official  may  be  designated  to  supervise  such  cat- 
ting and  removal,  as  required  by  the  law.  Upon  application  of  purchasers,  permits 
to  erect  temporary  sawmills  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  or  manufacturing  timber  pur- 
chased under  this  act  may  be  granted  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laod 
Office,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  pnblic  interests.  Instructions  as  to  disiMMition 
of  tofts,  brush,  and  refuse,  to  be  given  through  the  supervisors  in  each  case,  most 
be  strictly  complied  with  as  a  condition  of  said  cutting  and  manufacture. 

29.  The  act  provides  that  the  timber  sold  shall  be  used  in  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  the  reservation  is  situated,  and  is  not  to  be  exported  therefrom.  Where  s 
reservation  lies  in  more  than  one  State  or  Territory,  this  requires  that  the  timber 
shall  be  used  in  the  State  or  Territory  where  cut. 

30.  Receivers  of  public  moneys  will  issue  receipts  in  duplicate  for  moneys  received 
in  payment  for  timber,  one  of  which  will  be  given  the  purchaser  and  the  other  will 
be  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  a  special  letter, 
reference  being  made  to  the  letter  from  the  Commissioner  authorizing  the  sale,  by 
date  and  initial  and  with  title  of  case  as  therein  named.  Receivers  will  deposit  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  all  such  moneys  received,  specifying  that  the  same 
are  on  account  of  sales  of  public  timber  on  forest  reservations  under  the  act  of  Jane4, 
1897.  A  separate  monthly  account  current  (form  4 — 105)  and  quarterly  condensed 
account  (form  4 — 104)  will  be  made  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
with  a  statement  in  relation  to  the  receipts  under  the  act  as  above  specified. 

31.  Hpeoial  instructions  will  be  issued  for  the  guidance  of  officials  dasignated  to 

examine  and  ax>prai8e  timber,  to  supervise  its  cutting  and  removal,  and  for  carrying 

out  other  requirements  connected  therewith. 

BiNGER  Hermann, 

Approved  June  30, 1897.  CammiaHaner. 

C.  N.  Blibs,  Secretary, 


The  text  of  the  law  under  which  the  above  rules  and  regulations  are  prescribed 
is  as  follows : 

[Public— No.  2.] 

AX  ACT  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  flsoal  jeu 
ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety -eight,  and  for  other  puipoaes. 


Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Statee  of 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appro- 
priated, for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thir- 
tieth, eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  namely: 

•  *>  •  •  •  •  • 

For  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  that  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  designated 
as  forest  reserves  by  Executive  proclamation,  under  section  twenty-four  of  the  Act 
of  Congress  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled  "An 
Act  to  repeal  timber-culture  laws,  and  for  other  purposes,^'  and  including  public 
lands  adjacent  thereto,  which  may  be  designated  for  survey  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  immediately  available:  Ft<h 
vided,  That  to  remove  any  doubt  which  may  exist  pertaining  to  the  authority  of  the 
President  thereunto,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and 
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empowered  to  revoke,  modify,  or  suspend  any  and  all  sach  Executive  orders  and 
proclamations,  or  any  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  deem  best  for  the 
public  interests :  Provided,  That  the  Executive  orders  and  proclamations  dated  Feb- 
ruary twenty- second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  setting  apart  and  reserv- 
ing certain  lands  in  the  States  of  Wyoming,  Utah,  Montana,  Washington,  Idaho, 
and  South  Dakota  as  forest  reservations,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  suspended,  and 
the  lands  embraced  therein  restored  to  the  public  domain  the  same  as  though  said 
orders  and  proclamations  had  not  been  issued :  Provided  further ,  That  lands  embraced 
in  such  reservations  not  otherwise  disposed  of  before  March  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  shall  again  become  subject  to  the  operations  of  said  orders  and 
proclamations  as  now  existing  or  hereafter  modified  by  the  President. 

The  surveys  herein  provided  for  shall  be  made,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Director  of  the  Geological  Survey,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  employed  by 
or  under  him  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  executed  under  instructions  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  and  if  subdivision  surveys  shall  be  found  to  be  neces- 
sary,  they  shall  be  executed  under  the  rectangular  system,  as  now  provided  by  law. 
The  plats  and  field  notes  prepared  shall  be  approved  and  certified  to  by  the  Director 
of  the  Geological  Survey,  and  two  copies  of  the  field  notes  shall  be  returned,  one  for 
the  files  in  the  United  States  surveyor-generaPs  office  of  the  State  in  which  the 
reserve  is  situated,  and  the  other  in  the  General  Land  Ofiice;  and  twenty  photolitho- 
graphic copies  of  the  plats  shall  be  returned,  one  copy  for  the  files  in  the  United 
States  survey or-generaPs  office  of  the  State  in  which  the  reserve .  is  situated ;  the 
original  plat  and  the  other  copies  shall  be  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office,  and  shall 
have  the  facsimile  signature  of  the  Director  of  the  Survey  attached. 

Such  surveys,  field  notes,  and  [dats  thus  returned  shall  have  the  same  legal  force 
and  effect  as  heretofore  given  the  surveys,  field  notes,  and  plats  returned  through  the 
surveyors-general;  and  such  surveys,  which  include  subdivision  surveys  under  the 
rectangular  system,  shall  be  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
as  in  other  cases,  and  properly  certified  copies  thereof  shall  be  filed  in  the  respective 
land  offices  of  the  district  in  which  such  lands  are  situated,  as  in  other  cases.  All 
laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  hereof  are  hereby  declared  inoperative  as 
respects  such  survey:  Provided^  however.  That  a  copy  of  every  topographic  map  and 
other  maps  showing  the  distribution  of  the  forests,  together  with  such  field  notes  as 
may  be  taken  relating  thereto,  shall  be  certified  thereto  by  the  Director  of  the  Survey 
and  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

All  public  lands  heretofore  designated  and  reserved  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  the  orders  for  which  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force'  and  effect,  unsus- 
pended  and  unrevoked,  and  all  public  lands  that  may  hereafter  be  set  aside  and 
reserved  as  public  forest  reserves  under  said  act,  shall  be  as  far  as  practicable 
controlled  and  administered  in  accordance  with  the  following  provisions: 

No  public  forest  reservation  shall  be  established,  except  to  improve  and  protect  the 
forest  within  the  reservation,  or  for  the  purpose  of  securing  favorable  conditions  of 
water  flows,  and  to  furnish  a  continuous  supply  of  timber  for  the  use  and  necessities 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  but  it  is  not  the  purpose  or  intent  of  these  pro- 
visions, or  of  the  Act  providing  for  such  reservfbtions,  to  authorize  the  inclusion 
therein  of  lands  more  valuable  for  the  mineral  therein,  or  for  agricultural  purposes, 
than  for  forest  purposes. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  make  provisions  for  the  protection  against 
destruction  by  fire  and  depredations  upon  the  public  forests  and  forest  reservations 
which  may  have  been  set  aside  or  which  may  be  hereafter  set  aside  under  the  said 
Act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  which  maybe  continued; 
and  he  may  make  such  rules  and  regulations  and  establish  such  service  as  will  insure 
the  objects  of  such  reservations,  namely,  to  regulate  their  occupancy  and  use  and  to 
preserve  the  forests  thereon  from  destruction ;  and  any  violation  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  or  such  rules  and  regulations,  shall  be  punished  as  is  provided  for  in  the 
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Act  of  June  fonrth,  eighteen  hnndred  and  eighty-eight,  amending  section  fifty-three 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States. 

For  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  living  and  growing  timber  and  promoting  the 
younger  growth  on  forest  reservations,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  such  mles 
and  regulations  as  he  shall  prescribe,  may  cause  to  be  designated  and  appraised  so 
much  of  the  dead,  matured,  or  large  growth  of  trees  found  upon  such  forest  reserva- 
tions as  may  be  compatible  with  the  utilization  of  the  forests  thereon,  and  may  sell 
the  same  for  not  less  than  the  appraised  value  in  such  quantities  to  each  purchaser 
as  he  shall  prescribe,  to  be  used  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  such  timber  reser- 
vation may  be  situated,  respectively,' but  not  for  export  therefrom.  Before  sudi  sale 
shall  take  place,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  for  not  less  than  sixty  days,  by  publication  in  a  newspaper  of  general 
oircnlation  published  in  the  county  in  which  the  timber  is  situated,  if  any  is  therein 
published,  and  if  not,  then  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  nearest 
to  the  rcMervatiou,  and  also  in  a  newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  at  the 
capital  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  such  reservation  exists;  payments  for  such 
timber  to  be  made  to  the  receiver  of  the  local  land  office  of  the  district  wherein  said 
timber  may  be  sold,  under  such  mles  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
may  prescribe ;  and  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  shall  be  accounted  for  by  the 
receiver  of  such  land  office  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  a 
separate  account,  and  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  Such  timber,  before  being 
sold,  shall  be  marked  and  designated,  and  shall  be  cut  and  removed  under  the  super- 
vision of  some  person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
not  interested  in  the  purchase  or  removal  of  such  timber  nor  in  the  employment  of 
the  purchaser  thereof.  Such  supervisor  shall  make  report  in  writing  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  the  receiver  in  the  laud  office  in  which  such 
reservation  shall  bo  located  of  his  doings  in  the  premises. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  permit,  under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by 
him,  the  use  of  timber  and  stone  found  upon  such  reservations,  free  of  charge,  by 
bona  fide  settlers,  miners,  residents,  and  prospectors  for  minerals,  for  firewood, 
fencing,  buildings,  mining,  prospecting,  and  other  domestic  purposes,  as  may  be 
needed  by  such  persons  for  such  purposes;  such  timber  to  be  used  within  the  State 
or  Territory,  respectively,  where  such  reservations  may  be  located. 

Nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  the  egress  or  ingress  of  actual  set- 
tlers residing  within  the  boundaries  of  such  reservations,  or  from  crossing  the  same 
to  and  from  their  property  or  homes ;  and  such  wagon  roads  and  other  improvements 
may  be  constructed  thereon  as  may  be  necessary  to  reach  their  homes  and  to  utilize 
their  property,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  Nor  shall  anything  herein  prohibit  any  person  from  entering 
upon  such  f« 'est  reservations  for  all  proper  and  lawful  purposes,  including  that  of 
X)ro8pecting,  locating,  and  developing  the  mineral  resonrces  thereof:  Provided,  That 
such  persons  comply  with  the  rules  and  regulations  covering  such  forest  reservations. 

That  in  cases  in  which  a  tract  covered  by  an  unperfected  bona  fide  claim  or  by  a 
patent  is  included  within  the  limits  of  a  public  forest  reservation,  the  settler  or 
owner  thereof  may,  if  he  desires  to  do  so,  relinquish  the  tract  to  the  Government, 
and  may  select  in  lieu  thereof  a  tract  of  vacant  land  open  to  settlement  not  exceed- 
ing in  area  the  tract  covered  by  his  claim  or  patent;  and  no  charge  shall  be  made  in 
such  cases  for  making  the  entry  of  record  or  issuing  the  patent  to  cover  the  tract 
selected:  Provided  further,  That  in  cases  of  unperfected  claims,  the  requirements  of 
the  laws  respecting  settlement,  residence,  improvements,  and  so  forth,  are  complied 
with  on  the  new  claims,  credit  being  allowed  for  the  time  spent  on  the  relinquished 
claims. 

The  settlers  residing  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  such  forest  reservations,  or 
in  the  vicinity  thereof  may  maintain  schools  and  churches  within  such  reservation, 
and  for  that  purpose  may  occupy  any  part  of  said  forest  reservation,  not  exceeding 
two  acres  for  each  schoolhoose  and  one  acre  for  a  church. 
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The  jarisdiction,  both  civil  and  criminal,  over  i>er8on8  within  ench  roBcnrations 
shall  not  be  affected  or  changed  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  such  reservations, 
except  BO  far  as  the  punishment  of  offenses  against  the  United  States  therein  iscon- 
eemed;  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  provision  being  that  the  State  wherein  any 
Bach  reservation  is  sitaated  shall  not,  by  reason  of  the  establishment  thereof,  lose  its 
Jurisdiction,  nor  the  inhabitants  thereof  their  rights  and  privileges  as  citizens,  or  be 
absolved  from  their  duties  as  citizens  of  the  State. 

All  waters  on  such  reservations  may  be  nsed  for  domestic,  mining,  milling,  or  irri- 
gation purposes,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  such  forest  reservations  are 
situated,  or  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  rules  and  regulations  CHtab- 
lished  thereunder. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  approval  of 
the  President,  after  sixty  days'  notice  thereof,  published  in  two  papers  of  general 
circulation  in  the  State  or  Territory  wherein  any  forest  reservation  is  situated,  and 
near  the  said  reservation,  any  public  lands  embraced  within  the  limitB  of  any  forest 
reservation  which,  after  due  examination  by  personal  inspection  of  a  competent 
person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  found 
better  adapted  for  mining  or  for  agricultural  purposes  than  for  forest  usage,  may  be^ 
restored  to  the  public  domain.  And  any  mineral  lands  in  any  forest  reservation 
which  have  been  or  which  may  be  shown  to  be  such,  and  subject  to  entry  under  the 
existing  mining  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  rules  and  regulations  applying 
thereto,  shall  continue  to  be  subject  to  such  location  and  entry,  notwithstanding 
any  provisions  herein  contained. 

The  President  is  hereby  authorized  at  any  time  to  modify  any  Executive  order  that 
has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  made  establishing  any  forest  reserve,  and  by  such  mod- 
ification may  reduce  the  area  or  change  the  boundary  lines  of  such  reserve,  or  may 

vacate  altogether  any  order  creating  such  reserve. 

•  *'*•««  « 

Approved,  June  4, 18d7. 


Exhibit  B. 

Dbpartmrnt  of  the  Interior, 
Commission  to  thb  Fivr  Civilized  TRinss, 

October  11,  1897. 

Snt:  The  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  progress  made  in  the  work  under  their  charge  since  the  report  made  by  them  in 
November  of  last  year.  At  that  time  the  Commission  were  engaged  in  conference 
with  commissioners  appointed  by  both  the  Chootaws  and  Chickasaws,  and  were  well 
advanced  in  the  terms  of  an  agreement  which  promised  a  fair  allotment  of  their 
tribal  property,  and  changes  in  their  respective  tribal  governments,  sufficient  for 
present  exigencies,  in  which  the  representatives  of  each  were  cheerfully  acquiescing. 
It  was  discovered,  however,  in  the  progress  of  the  negotiation,  that  the  commissioners 
on  the  part  of  the  Chickasaws  were  not  clothed  with  sufficient  authority  to  enter  upon 
terms  of  a  final  agreement  with  this  Commission.  They,  therefore,  left  the  confer- 
ence after  expressing  their  personal  approval  of  the  work,  and  their  regret  at  the  lack 
of  authority  to  proceed  with  the  Choctaw  commission  to  its  completion,  expressing 
at  the  Bame  time  the  hope  that  they  might  soon  return  with  sufficient  authority  to 
conclude  it. 

In  that  this  Commission  were  disappointed,  for  the  Chickasaws,  under  some  influ-  ' 
ence  not  known  to  them,  failed  to  confer  that  authority  upon  their  commission,  and 
they  did  not  thereafter  appear  in  the  conference.  It  proceeded,  however,  with  the 
Choctaws  alone,  and,  after  several  weeks  of  patient  work  and  friendly  negotiation, 
succeeded  in  arriving  at  an  agreement  with  them  which  was  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  both  commissions  December  18, 1896,  and  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
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submitted  to  Congress.  A  copy  of  this  agreement  accompanies  this  report.  Bat  as 
the  lands  affected  by  it  were  owned  in  common  by  the  two  tribes,  it  was  foand  impos- 
sible to  carry  ont  the  allotment  to  the  ChoctawSy  which  it  provided  for,  without  the 
cooperation  of  the  Chickasaws,  and  it  has  never  been  ratified  either  by  the  tribe  or 
Congress.  While  it  was  pending  in  Congress,  the  Chickasaws  were  iudnced  to  appoint 
a  new  commission,  who  met  this  Commission  in  Washington,  and  several  weeks  were 
spent  in  conference  with  this  new  commission  in  a  fruitless  endeavor  to  induce  them 
to  either  adopt  the  agreement  already  entered  into  with  the  Choctaws,  or  enter  into 
a  new  one  with  them  providing  for  an  allotment  of  their  common  lands.  The  osten- 
sible objection  put  in  front  in  all  this  conference  was  a  fear  that  any  allotment  woald 
result  in  a  surrender  to  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Railroad  of  a  land  grant  of 
alternate  sections  on  each  side  of  their  railroad  through  the  entire  Territory.  There 
will  be  occasion  hereafter  to  recur  more  fully  to  the  nature  of  this  claim. 

Other  influences  working  against  an  agreement,  as  well  as  this,  subsequently 
developed  themselves.  These  conferences  of  the  Commission  in  the  endeavor  to 
bring  the  Chickasaws  into  cooperation  with  the  Choctaws  in  respect  to  their  com- 
mon tribal  lands,  together  with  attendance  on  committees  of  Congress  at  their 
.request  and  by  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  in  consaltations  and  explanations  of 
proposed  measures  of  legislation,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Commission  till  the 
close  of  the  session  in  March  last.  Legislation  which  would  have  caused  radical 
changes  in  the  entire  government  of  each  of  the  Five  Tribes  was  inserted  in  the. 
Indian  appropriation  bill  of  that  session,  and  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  with- 
out opposition,  but  at  so  late  an  hour  that  the  bill  failed  to  become  a  law.  The 
effect  of  this  imauimons  action  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  was  most  marked  upon 
both  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws;  and,  early  in  April,  commissioners  appointed  by 
their  respective  councils  met  this  Commission  at  Atoka,  in  their  Territory,  and 
after  mnch  deliberation,  covering  a  period  of  nearly  a  month,  signed,  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  nations,  an  agreement  on  the  23d  of  April,  which  has  been  here- 
tofore transmitted  to  the  Department  for  its  consideration,  and  a  copy  of  which  iB 
also  appended  to  this  report. 

There  was  much  that  was  exceedingly  valuable  in  this  agreement,  but  it  not  only 
failed  to  make  provisions  for  Chickasaw  freedmen,  but  excluded  them  from  any 
possible  recognition  hereafter.  So  anxions,  however,  was  this  Commission  to  secure 
other  valuable  features  of  the  agreement,  that  they  felt  compelled  to  yield  this 
point.  The  chairman  of  the  Commission  has  heretofore  presented  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  arguments,  which  he  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  repeat,  why  this  omis- 
sion should  be  supplied  before  ratification.  Neither  of  the  tribes  nor  Congress  has 
acted  on  this  agreement;  but  if  it  is  never  ratified,  the  conference  which  brought  it 
about  accomplished  much  good  in  bringing  the  two  tribes  together  and  into  serious 
consideration  of  their  common  interests  and  of  pending  changes  in  their  tribal 
holdings  and  governments  sure  to  be  brought  about  in  the  near  future. 

The  patience  of  Congress  over  the  procrastinations  and  delays  encountered  by  the 
Commission  having  become  exhausted,  it  enacted  at  the  late  extra  session  in  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  which  had  failed  at  the  previous  session,  a  most  radical 
change  in  the  entire  government  of  each  of  the  Five  Tribes,  to  take  effect  January 
1,  1898,  unless  modified  by  an  agreement  entered  into  with  this  Commission  and 
ratified  previous  to  that  date.    This  enactment  is  in  these  words : 

That  on  and  after  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  the  United 
States  courts  in  said  Territory  shall  nave  original  aud  exclusive  jurisdiction  and 
authority  to  try  and  determine  all  civil  causes  in  law  and  equity  hereafter  insti- 
tuted and  all  criminal  causes  for  the  punishment  of  any  offense  committed  after  Jan- 
nary  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  by  any  person  in  said  Territory,  and 
the  United  States  Commissioners  in  said  Territory  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers 
and  jurisdiction  already  conferred  upon  them  by  existing  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  respects  all  persons  and  property  in  said  Territory;  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Arkansas  in  force  in  the  Territory  shall  apply  to  all  persons 
therein,  irrespective  of  race,  said  courts  exercising  jurisdiction  thereof  as  now  oon- 
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ferred  npon  them  in  the  trial  of  like  causes.  •  •  *  That  on  and  after  January 
first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  all  acts,  ordinances,  and  resolntions  of 
the  council  of  either  of  said  Five  Tribes  passed  shall  bo  certified  immediately  upon 
their  passage  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  not  take  effect  if 
disapproyed  by  him,  or  until  thirty  days  after  their  passage. 

If  this  act  goes  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  next  without  modification,  it  will 
place  the  political  situation  in  each  of  the  Five  Tribes  in  all  essentials  so  nearly  like 
the  governments  in  the  other  Territories  that  the  Commission  has  deemed  it  best  not 
to  seek  further  changes  in  their  governments  at  the  present  time,  but  to  turn  its 
attention,  after  completing  the  work  npon  the  citizenship  rolls  with  which  they  are 
charged,  to  the  more  important  work  of  allotment  of  the  tribal  lands.  Individual 
ownership  is,  in  their  opinion,  absolutely  essential  to  any  permanent  improvement 
in  present  conditions,  and  the  lack  of  it  is  the  root  of  nearly  all  the  evils  which  so 
grievously  afflict  these  peoples.  Allotment  by  agreement  is  the  only  possible  method, 
unless  the  United  States  courts  are  clothed  with  authority,  as  is  the  case  in  most  if 
not  all  the  States,  to  partition  the  land  among  the  citizen  Indians  for  whose  use  it 
was  originally  granted. 

The  Commission  has  encountered  opposition  to  their  attempts  to  secure  allotment 
by  agreement  from  two  sources,  thus  far  sufficiently  formidable  to  prevent  the  scour- 
ing of  any  such  agreement  beyond  those  already  spoken  of.  The  first  source  of 
opposition  arises  from  the  fact  that  power  in  the  Indian  legislative  councils  and 
courts  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  few  of  the  more  intelligent,  able,  and  grasping 
cf  their  people,  who  use  that  power,  by  legislation  upheld  by  their  courts,  to  appro- 
priate to  their  own  exclusive  use  nearly  all  their  tribal  property  of  any  value.  The 
methods  resorted  to  to  effect  this  spoliation  of  the  less  intelligent  and  feeble  main 
body  of  their  people  have  been  so  fully  set  forth  in  former  reports  that  it  is  not 
deemed  necessary^  to  repeat  them  here.  Allotment  would,  of  course,  prove  the  down- 
fall of  this  system,  and  hence  it  encounters  at  every  step  an  opposition  that  has  thus 
far  been  able  to  fasten  upon  those  people  a  system  of  robbery  of  individual  rights 
which  has  elsewhere  no  parallel.  The  other  source  of  opposition  is  from  the  outside, 
but  it  is  none  the  less  strenuous,  and  thus  far  effective. 

Many  years  ago  Congress  granted  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Railway  the 
right  to  constnict  a  railroad  through  the  entire  length  of  this  Territory  north  and 
Bouth,  from  Kansas  to  Texas,  a  distance  of  nearly  300  miles.  There  was  attached  to 
this  grant  of  a  right  of  way  a  further  provision  that  if  these  tribes  should  ever  cease 
to  exist,  or  from  any  other  cause  should  cease  to  occupy  their  Territory,  and  it 
should  become  a  part  of  the  puhlio  domain,  in  that  event  this  road  should  be  entitled 
to  alternate  sections  10  miles  wide  on  each  side  of  its  track  the  entire  length  of  the 
Territory.  The  claim  of  this  railroad  corporation  is  that  the  chance  existing  in  this 
provision  that  these  tribes  may  cease  to  exist,  or  from  any  other  cause  cease  to 
occupy  these  lands  and  they  afterwards  become  again  a  part  of  the  public  domain, 
by  repurchase  or  otherwise,  is  a  vested  right,  and  that  it  would  be  bad  faith  toward 
that  corporation,  and  a  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  do  anything  to  impair 
or  lessen  that  chance ;  and  that  since  allotment  would  tend  to  strengthen  the  life 
of  this  people,  and,  by  building  them  homes,  make  more  firm  their  hold  and  title  to 
their  lands,  it  would  lessen  that  chance ;  and  so  it  is  claimed  that  the  United  States, 
in  authorizing  it,  is  guilty  of  bad  faith  and  is  committing  a  fraud  on  this  railroad 
corporation. 

This  claim  requires  that  the  United  States  should  fold  its  hands  and  do  nothing  to 
prevent  these  people  from  going  to  perdition,  if  they  will,  under  whatever  malign 
influence  may  befall  them,  and  then,  either  by  this  permitted  extinction  or  by  repur- 
chase, make  this  land  a  part  of  the  public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  this  railroad; 
otherwise  this  vested  chance  must  fail.  The  Commission  fails  to  see  why  the  claim 
does  not  likewise  require  the  United  States  to  abstain  from  all  legislation  tending 
to  hinder  extinction,  like  laws  excluding  intoxicating  liquors  from  the  Territory  or 
punishing  the  murder  of  Indians ;  and  hence  this  corporation  resists  it  to  the  utmost 
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of  its  power.  Thia  oorpormtion  presented  this  claim,  throngh  the  connsel,  with  great 
eameatnessiy  first  to  this  Commission,  and  next  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
then  t4>  the  President,  hut  without  snccess  in  arresting  the  efforts  now  being  made 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these  people  and  to  provide  for  them  better  meaiu 
and  greater  encouragement  to  learn  and  adopt  the  ways  of  civilized  life,  and  thereby 
prolong  their  existence  as  a  people.  Thereupon,  emissaries  in  their  interests  spread 
alarm  among  the  less  intelligent  and  more  distmstfnl  of  these  people,  lest  allotment 
would  have  the  very  opposite  effect  and  result  in  turning  this  large  area  of  the 
finest  portion  of  their  Territory  over  to  a  railroad  corporation.  So  widespread  in 
the  Cherokee  Tribe  has  become  this  alarm,  thus  stimulated,  that  a  commissioD, 
appointed  before  the  passage  of  the  act  providing  for  these  changes  and  at  the  time 
favorable  to  allotment,  meeting  by  appointment  this  Commission,  after  its  passagOi 
was  tumeil  by  this  alarm  into  hostility,  and  declined  to  act. 

A  recent  election  in  that  tribe  has,  under  its  influence,  taken  the  powers  in  their 
government  out  of  the  hands  of  those  favorable  to  allotment,  and  has  turned  it  over 
to  the  opposition.  Allotment  has,  under  these  influences,  been  thus  far  snocessfnlly 
resisted  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  These  influences  have  had  less  effect  among  the 
Creeks,  and  the  Commission  has  been  able  to  arrive  at  an  agreement  with  a  commit- 
aion  authorized  by  theiu,  signed  on  the  27th  of  September  last,  which  provides  for 
allotment  on  fair  and  just  terms.  This  agreement  has  been  already  forwarded  to 
the  honorable  St^cretary  for  his  consideration;  a  copy  of  it  is  also  appended  to  this 
re|H>rt.  This  Commission  is  confident  that  this  agreement,  if  ratified  by  the  Creek 
council  and  conj^rotfs,  will,  together  with  the  changes  in  their  government  which  go 
with  it,  work  nio.>t  beueticial  results  in  the  condition  of  that  people.  There,  is  also, 
goiul  j;round  for  believing  that  this  precedent  will  have  great  influence  to  leading 
the  other  tribes  to  the  adoption  of  agreements  of  like  character. 

In  addition  to  these  duties,  the  Commission  was  required  by  the  act  approved 
Juuo  10,  ISi^,  to  *'hear  and  determine  the  application  of  all  persons  who  may  apply 
to  them  for  citizenship  in  any  of  said  nations,  and  after  such  hearing  they  shall 
determine  the  right  of  such  applicant  to  be  so  admitted  and  enrolled.''  They  were 
to  be  governed  in  such  hearing  by  certain  rules  prescribed  in  the  statute,  and  an 
appeal  to  the  United  States  Court  from  their  decision  in  each  case  was  provided. 
A  lar};e  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Commission  sinee  the  passage  of  the  act  has  been 
devoted  to  the  execution  of  this  provision.  There  have  been  presented  to  them  in 
accordance  with  its  provisions  some  7,500  separate  claims,  representing  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  75,000  individuals,  each  claim  requiring  a  separate  adjudication  upon  the 
evidence  upon  which  it  rested.  The  adjudication  in  each  one  has  been  accomplished 
within  the  time  fixed  in  the  law,  and  the  docket  is  now  closed.  Nearly  all  of  these 
cases  were  rejected  on  the  evidence,  and  only  a  small  percentage  were  admitted  to 
the  rolls.  About  one  thousand  appeals  have  been  taken  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Commission.  None  of  the  Judges,  except  Judge  Clayton,  of  the  central  district, 
have,  as  yet,  passed  upon  the  appeals.  In  Judge  Clayton's  court  about  two  hundred 
appeals  have  been  passed  upon,  and  the  Commission  sustained  in  a  large  proportion. 

The  Commission  was  also  required  by  the  same  act,  ''after  the  expiration  of  six 
months  to  cause  a  complete  roll  of  citizenship  of  each  of  said  nations  to  be  made  up 
from  their  records,  and  add  thereto  the  names  of  citizens  whose  right  may  be 
conferred  under  this  act.'' 

On  June  20,  1897,  the  Commission  addressed  a  letter  to  each  of  the  Five  Nations, 
requesting  to  bo  furnished  with  the  last  authenticated  rolls  of  citizenship  in  their 
nation  made  prior  to  June  10,  1896,  and  all  other  rolls  made  subsequent  thereto,  and 
copies  of  all  acts  of  their  national  councils  passed,  and  of  all  judgments  of  duly 
nutliorized  coui-ts  rendered  since  the  date  of  such  authenticated  roll  admitting  per- 
sons to  citizenship  in  said  nation,  and  such  other  records  and  documents  as  would  be 
of  iisHistancc  to  the  Commission  in  making  the  rolls  under  said  act.  In  compliance 
the  Choctaw  Nation  forwarded  one  roll,  and  will  in  a  short  time  forward  the  other 
data.  The  Chorokees  are  in  process  of  compliance,  and  hope  to  forward  them  in 
a  few  days.    The  others  have  made  no  reply. 
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The  CommiBsion  has  had  for  some  time  a  force  of  eight  clerks  employed  on  this 
work  at  Tahleqnah,  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  are  nearly  through  the  work  at  that 
place,  so  far  as  it  can  be  completed  before  the  result  of  the  appeals  can  be  obtained. 
The  Creek  Nation  has  no  roll  of  citizenship,  and  has  never  furnished  any  list  of  its 
citizens  to  the  Commission.  That  of  the  Cherokees  is  very  imperfect,  and  of  so 
little  aid  that  the  Commission  finds  itself  unable  to  make  a  roll  of  any  value  of 
Cherokee  citizenship,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Creoks,  as  required  by  the  statute, 
without  a  new  census  of  these  tribes.  They  are,  therefore,  at  this  time  making  prepa- 
rations to  take  such  eensus.  From  such  an  examination  as  the  Commission  has  been 
able  to  make,  they  think  the  same  will  be  necessary  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
nations.  If  this  work  becomes  necessary,  and  no  allotment  can  be  made  without  a 
reliable  citizenship  roll,  it  will  add  much  to  the  work  of  the  Commission  in  the 
future.  The  same  law  required  the  Commission  ''to  make  a  roll  of  freedmen 
entitled  to  citizenship  in  said  tribes,  and  to  include  their  names  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers to  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.''  This  work  has  been 
commenced  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  but  delay  in  its  completion  has  been  caused  by 
mandjunus  proceedings  in  the  United  States  Court  instituted  to  compel  the  enrol] - 
ment  of  certain  applicants  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission,  were  not  entitled 
to  enrollment.  The  Court  dismissed  the  proceedings,  and  the  work  will  now  proceed 
to  its  completion. 

The  citizenship  of  the  Chiokasaw  fteedmen  is  in  dispute.  There  are  many  thou- 
sands of  them.  As  there  never  has  been  any  enrollment  of  them,  the  Commission 
haa  no  means  of  knowing  how  many ;  but,  without  doubt,  they  are  more  than  in  all 
the  other  tribes  put  together.  They  claim  to  have  been  made  citizens  by  the  Chicka- 
saws,  which  is  denied  by  them.  If  they  are  citizens  they  are  entitled,  under  treaty, 
to  an  allotment  of  40  acres  each.  There  can  be,  therefbre,  no  allotment  of  the  Chicka- 
saw lands  until  this  question  is  settled.  Nor  can  the  enrollment  required  be  pro- 
ceeded with  while  this  question  remains  unsettled.  It  is  of  great  importance  that 
provision  be  made  for  its  early  settlement.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  owning 
their  land  in  common,  all  allotment  of  their  lands  must  await  this  decision.  If  they 
are  not  Chickasaw  citizens,  then  the  United  States  is  under  treaty  obligations  to 
remove  them  from  the  Territory. 

The  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  required  the  Commission  "to  examine  and  report 
to  Congreas  whether  the  Mississippi  Choctaws  under  their  treaties  are  not  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  of  Choctaw  citizenship  except  an  interest  in  the  Choctaw  annuities.'' 
A  correspondence  commenced  with  those  representing  those  Indians  has  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  yellow-fever  quarantine,  but  will  be  renewed  as  soon  as  mail  facilities 
shall  again  become  available. 

The  condition  to  which  these  Five  Tribes  have  been  brought  by  their  wide  departure 
in  the  administration  of  the  governments  which  the  United  States  committed  to  their 
own  hands,  and  in  the  uses  to  which  they  have  put  the  vast  tribal  wealth  with  which 
they  were  entrusted  for  the  common  enjoyment  of  all  their  people,  has  been  fully  set 
forth  in  former  reports  of  this  Commission  as  well  as  in  the  reports  of  Congressional 
committees  commissioned  to  make  inquiry  on  the  ground.  It  would  be  but  repeti- 
tion to  attempt  again  a  recital.  Longer  service  among  them  and  greater  familiarity 
with  their  condition  have  left  nothing  to  modify  cither  of  factor  conclusion  in  former 
reports,  but  on  the  contrary  have  strengthened  convictions  that  there  can  be  no  cure 
of  the  evils  engendered  by  the  }>erversion  of  these  great  trusts  but  their  resumption 
by  the  Government  which  created  them.  The  work  has  been  slow  thus  far,  and 
many  obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  its  way  by  those  loath  to  loosen  their  holds 
upon  the  great  gains  they  are  gathering  ofi^  an  impoverished  and  ill-governed  people, 
too  feeble  to  resist  or  regain  that  of  which  they  are  unlawfully  despoiled. 

But  such  progress  among  all  these  difficulties  has  been  made  as  to  give  much 
encouragement  of  ultimate  success.  What  has  been  attained  is  of  such  a  character 
that  it  can  not  be  given  up,  and  it  is  now  impossible  for  these  people  to  relapse  into 
the  condition  in  which  they  were  found  when  this  Commission  undertook  its  work. 
It  must  now  go  forward  to  completion.    Greater  familiarity  with  that  condition, 
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and  a  clearer  comprehenBion  of  the  disastrous  consequences  it  has  engendered^  hare 
only  intensified  the  convictions  heretofore  expressed,  and  made  more  imperative  the 
duty  of  resuming  a  governmental  control  which  has  been  x>erverted  to  such  deplor- 
able ends  by  those  to  whom  it  was  entrusted. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
For  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes : 

Hknry  L.  Dawks,  Chairman, 
Hon.  C.  N.  BusS; 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Exhibit  G. 

AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS  TO 
NEGOTIATE  WITH  THE  FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES  AND  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONERS ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  CHOCTAW  AND  CHICKASAW  INDIANS. 

This  agreement,  by  and  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of  the  first 
party  entered  into  in  its  behalf  by  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  Heniy 
L.  Dawes,  Frank  C.  Armstrong,  Archibald  S.  McKeuuon,  Thomas  B.  Cabaniss,  and 
Alexander  B.  Montgomery,  duly  appointed  and  authorized  thereunto,  and  the  gov- 
ernments of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  respectively,  of  the  second  part,  entered  into  in  behalf  of  such  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  governments,  duly  appointed  and  authorized  thereunto,  viz,  Green 
McCurtain,  J.  S.  Standley,  N.  B.  Ainsworth,  Ben  Hampton,  Wesley  Anderson,  Amos 
Henry,  D.  C.  Garland,  and  A.  S.  Williams,  in  behalf  of  the  Choctaw  tribe  or  nation, 
and  R.  M.  Harris,  I.  O.  Lewis,  Holmes  Colbert,  P.  S.  Mosely,  M.  V.  Cheadle,  R.  L. 
Murray,  William  Perry,  A.  H.  Colbert,  and  R.  L.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Chickasaw 
tribe  or  nation, 

Witnessetb,  that  in  consideration  of  the  mutual  undertakings  herein  contained,  it 
is  agreed  as  follows : 

That  all  the  lands  within  the  Indian  Territory  belonging  to  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  Indians  shall  be  allotted  to  the  members  of  said  tribes  so  as  to  give  to 
each  member  of  these  tribes  (except  the  Choctaw  freedmen),  so  far  as  possible,  a 
fair  and  equal  share  thereof,  considering  the  character  and  fertility  of  the  soil  and 
the  location  and  valne  of  the  lands. 

That  all  the  lands  set  apart  for  town  sites,  and  the  strip  of  land  lying  between  the 
city  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  and  the  Arkansas  and  Poteau  rivers,  extending  up 
said  river  to  the  month  of  Mill  Creok ;  and  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  each  to 
include  the  buildings  now  occnpied  for  the  Jones  Academy,  Tushkahoma  Female 
Seminary,  Wheelock  Orphan  Seminary,  and  Armstrong  Orphan  Academy ;  and  ten 
acres  for  the  capitol  building  in  the  Choctaw  Nation ;  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each  immediately  contiguous  to  and  including  the  buildings  known  as  Bloomfield 
Academy,  Lebannon  Orphan  Home,  Harley  Institute,  Rock  Academy,  and  Collins 
Institute;  and  five  acres  for  the  capitol  building  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation;  and  the 
use  of  one  acre  of  land  for  each  church  house  now  erect'ed  outside  of  the  towns ;  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  each  for  J.  S.  Murrow,  H.  R.  Schermerhorn,  and  the  widow  of 
R.  S.  Bell,  who  have  been  laboring  as  missionaries  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
nations  since  the  year  1866,  with  the  same  conditions  and  limitations  as  apply  to 
lands  allotted  to  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations,  and  to  be 
located  on  lands  not  occupied  by  a  Choctaw  or  a  Chickasaw;  and  a  reasonable 
amount  of  land,  to  be  determined  by  the  townsite  commission,  to  include  all  court- 
houses and  Jails,  and  other  public  buildings  not  hereinbefore  provided  for,  shall  be 
exempted  from  division.  And  all  coal  and  asphalt  in  or  under  the  lands  allotted 
and  reserved  from  allotment,  shall  be  reserved  for  the  sole  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes,  exclusive  of  freedmen :  Provided,  That  where  any 
coal  or  asphalt  is  hereafter  opened  on  land  allotted,  sold,  or  reserved,  the  value  of 
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the  nse  of  the  necessary  surface  for  prospectiDg  or  mining,  and  the  damage  done  to 
the  other  land  and  improvements,  shall  be  ascertained  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  paid  to  the  allottee,  or  owner  of  the  land,  by  the  lessee, 
or  party  operating  the  same,  before  operations  begin. 

That  in  order  to  such  equal  division,  the  lands  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasawa 
shall  be  graded  and  appraised  so  as  to  give  to  each  member,  so  far  as  possible,  an 
equal  value  of  the  land :  Providedj '  That  the  lands  allotted  to  the  Choctaw  freedmen 
are  to  be  deducted  from  the  portion  to  be  allotted  under  this  agreement  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Choctaw  tribe,  so  as  to  reduce  the  allotments  to  the  Choctaws  by  the 
valne  of  tbe  same  and  not  affect  the  value  of  the  allotments  to  the  Chickasaws. 

That  the  said  Choctaw  freedmen  who  may  be  entitled  to  allotments  of  forty  acres 
each  shall  be  entitled  each  to  land  equal  in  value  to  forty  acres  of  the  average  land 
of  the  two  nations. 

That  in  the  appraisement  of  the  lauds  to  be  allotted,  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
tribes  shall  each  have  a  representative,  to  be  appointed  by  their  respective  execu- 
tives, to  cooperate  with  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  or  any  one 
making  appraisements  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  grad- 
ing and  appraising  the  lands  preparatory  to  allotment.  And  the  land  shall  be  valued 
in  the  appraisement  as  if  in  its  original  condition,  excluding  the  improvements 
thereon. 

That  the  appraisement  and  allotment  shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  shall  begin  as  soon  as  the  progress  of  the  surveys  now 
being  made  by  the  United  States  Government  will  admit. 

That  each  member  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes,  including  Choctaw  freed- 
men, shall,  where  it  is  possible,  have  the  right  to  take  his  allotment  on  land  the 
improvements  on  which  belong  to  him,  and  such  improvements  shall  not  be  esti- 
mated in  the  value  of  his  allotment.  In  the  case  of  minor  children,  allotments  shall 
be  selected  for  them  by  their  father,  mother,  guardian,  or  the  administrator  having 
charge  of  their  estate,  preference  being  given  in  the  order  named,  and  shall  not  be 
sold  during  his  minority.  Allotments  shall  be  selected  for  prisoners,  convicts,  and 
incom}>etents  by  some  suitable  person  akin  to  them,  and  due  care  taken  that  all  per- 
sons entitled  thereto  have  allotments  made  to  them. 

All  the  lands  allotted  shall  be  nontaxable  while  the  title  remains  in  the  original 
allottee,  but  not  to  exceed  twenty-one  years  from  date  of  patent;  and  each  allottee 
shall  select  from  his  allotment  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  for  which 
he  shall  have  a  separate  patent,  and  which  shall  be  inalienable  for  twenty-one  years 
from  date  of  patent.  This  provision  shall  also  apply  to  the  Choctaw  freedmen  to  the 
extent  of  his  allotment.  Selections  for  homesteads  for  minors  to  be  made  as  pro- 
vided herein  in  case  of  allotments,  and  the  remainder  of  the  lands  allotted  to  said 
members  shall  be  alienable  for  a  price  to  be  actually  paid,  and  to  include  no  former 
indebtedness  or  obligation— one-fourth  of  said  remainder  in  one  year,  one-fourth  in 
three  years,  and  the  balance  of  said  alienable  lauds  in  five  years  from  the  date  of 
the  patent. 

That  all  contracts  looking  to  the  sale  or  incumbrance  in  any  way  of  the  land  of 
an  allottee,  except  the  sales  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  null  and  void.  No  allot- 
tee shall  lease  his  allotment,  or  any  portion  thereof,  for  a  longer  period  than  live 
years,'  and  then  without  the  privilege  of  renewal.  Every  lease  which  is  not  evi- 
denced by  a  writing,  setting  out  specifically  the  terms  thereof,  or  which  is  not 
recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  United  States  court  for  the  district  in  which  the 
land  is  located,  within  three  months  after  the  date  of  its  execution,  shall  be  void, 
and  the  purchaser  or  lessee  shall  acquire  no  rights  whatever  by  an  entry  or  holding 
thereunder.  And  no  such  lease  nor  any  sale  shall  be  valid  as  against  the  allottee 
nnless  providing  to  him  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  lands  sold  or  leased. 

That  all  controversies  arising  between  the  members  of  said  tribes  as  to  their  right 
to  have  certain  lands  alloted  to  them  shall  be  settled  by  the  commission  making  the 
aUotmfliits. 
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That  the  United  Statea  shall  pnt  each  allottee  in  poseeasion  of  his  allotmenti  and 
remove  all  persons  therefrom  objectionable  to  the  allottee. 

That  the  United  States  shall  sarvey  and  definitely  mark  and  locate  the  ninety- 
eighth  (98th)  meridian  of  west  longitude  between  Red  and  Canadian  rivers  before 
allotment  of  the  lands  herein  provided  for  shall  begin. 

That  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  completion  of.  said  allotments;  the  principal 
chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  and  the  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation  shall  jointly 
execnte,  under  their  hands  and  the  seals  of  their  respective  nations,  and  deliver  to 
each  of  said  allottees,  patents  conveying  to  him  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of 
the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  in  and  to  the  land  which  shall  have  been  allotted  to 
him  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  this  agreement,  excepting  all  ooal  and 
asphalt  in  or  under  said  land.  Said  patenis  shall  be  framed  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  agreement,  and  shall  embrace  the  land  allotted  to  such  patentee, 
and  no  other  land.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  the  United  States  shall  annex 
to  such  patent  his  official  certificate  that  it  is  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  agreement;  that  it  embraces  the  land  allotted  to  such  patentee,  and  no 
other  land,  and  that  he  approves  said  patent;  and  said  certificate  shall  be  operative 
as  a  relinquishment  of  all  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  the 
land  conveyed  by  said  patents,  and  as  a  guaranty  of  the  United  States  of  title  to 
and  possession  of  the  land  so  conveyed,  and  the  acceptance  of  his  patents  by  such 
allottee  shall  be  operative  as  an  assent  on  his  part  to  the  allotment  and  conveyance 
of  all  the  lands  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  agreement,  and  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  his  right,  title  and  interest  in  and 
to  any  and  all  parts  thereof,  except  the  land  embraced  in  said  patents,  except, 
also,  his  interest  in  the  proceeds  of  all  lands,  ooal  and  asphalt  herein  excepted  from 
allotment. 

That  the  United  States  shall  provide  by  law  for  proper  records  of  land  titles  in  the 
territory  occupied  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes. 

The  rights  of  way  for  railroads  through  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  to  be 
surveyed  and  set  apart  and  platted  to  conform  to  the  respective  acts  of  Congress 
granting  the  same  in  cases  where  said  rights  of  way  are  defined  by  such  acts  of  Con- 
gress, but  in  cases  where  the  acts  of  Congress  do  not  define  the  same,  then  Congress 
is  memorialized  to  definitely  fix  the  widths  of  said  rights  of  way  for  station  grounds 
and  between  stations,  so  that  railroads  now  constructed  through  said  nations  shall 
have,  as  near  as  possible,  uniform  rights  of  way;  and  Congress  is  also  reqnested 
to  Ax  uniform  rates  of  fare  and  freight  for  all  railroads  through  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations;  branch  railroads  now  constructed,  and  not  built  according  to 
acts  of  Congress,  to  pay  the  same  rates  for  rights  of  way  and  station  grounds  as  main 
lines. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  there  shall  be  appointed  a  commission  for  each  of  the 
two  nations.  Each  commission  shall  consist  of  one  member,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
executive  of  the  tribe  for  which  said  commission  is  to  act,  who  shall  not  be  inter- 
ested in  town  property  other  than  his  home,  and  one  member  of  the  Commission  to 
the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  to  be  designated  by  the  chairman  thereof.  Each  of  said 
commissions  shall  lay  out  town  sites,  to  be  restricted  as  far  as  possible  to  their  pres- 
ent limits,  where  towns  are  now  located  in  the  nation  for  which  said  commission  is 
appointed.  Said  commission  shall  have  prepared  correct  and  proper  plate  of  each 
town,  and  file  one  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  town  is  located,  and  one  with  the  principal  chief  or  governor  of 
the  nation  in  which  the  town  is  located,  and  one  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
to  be  approved  by  him  before  the  same  shall  take  effect.  When  said  towns  are  so 
laid  out,  each  lot,  on  which  permanent,  substantial  and  valuable  improvements, 
other  than  fences,  tillage,  and  temporary  houses,  have  been  made,  shall  be  valued  by 
the  commission  provided  for  the  nation  in  which  the  town  is  located,  at  the  price  a 
fee  simple  title  to  the  same  would  bring  in  the  market  at  the  time  the  valnation  is 
made,  but  not  to  include  in  such  value  the  improvements  thereon.    The  owner  of 
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the  Improvements  on  each  lot  shall  have  the  right  to  hay  the  same  at  sixty-two  and 
one-half  per  cent,  of  the  said  market  value,  within  sixty  days  from  date  of  notice 
served  on  him  that  such  lot  is  for  sale,  and  if  he  pnrchases  the  same,  he  shall,  within 
ten  days  from  his  purchase,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  one-fonrth 
of  the  purchase  price,  and  the  halance  in  three  equal  annual  instalments,  and  when 
the  entire  snm  is  paid  shall  he  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  same.  In  case  the  two 
members  of  the  commission  fail  to  agree  as  to  the  market  value  of  any  lot,  they 
shall  select  a  third  person,  who  is  not  interested  in  town  lota,  who  shall  act  with 
them  to  determine  said  value. 

If  such  owner  of  the  improvements  on  any  lot  fails  within  sixty  days  to  purchase 
and  make  the  first  payment  on  same,  such  lot,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  shall 
be  sold  at  pablic  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  aforesaid 
commission,  and  the  parchaser  at  such  sale  shall  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  improve- 
ments the  price  for  which  said  lot  shall  be  sold  less  sixty -two  and  one-half  per  cent. 
of  the  said  appraised  vafue  of  the  lot,  and  shall  pay  the  sixty-two  and  one-half  per 
cent,  of  said  appraised  value  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  under  regulations  to 
be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  four  instalments  as  hereinbefore 
provided.  The  commission  shall  have  the  right  to  reject  any  bid  on  such  lot  which 
they  consider  below  its  value. 

All  lots  not  so  appraised  shall  be  sold,  from  time  to  time,  at  public  auction  (after 
proper  advertisement)  by  the  commission  for  the  nation  in  which  the  town  is  located, 
as  may  seem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  nations  and  the  proper  development  of  each 
town,  the  purchase  price  to  be  paid  in  four  instalments  as  hereinbefore  provided  for 
improved  lots.  The  commission  shall  have  the  right  to  reject  any  bid  for  such  lot 
which  they  consider  below  its  value. 

All  the  payments  herein  provided  for  shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  into  the  United  States  Treasury.  A  failure  of  sixty  days  to 
make  any  one  payment  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  all  payments  made  and  all  rights  under 
the  contract :  Provided,  That  the  purchaser  of  any  lot  shall  have  the  option  of  paying 
the  entire  price  of  the  lot  before  the  same  is  due. 

No  tax  shall  be  assessed  by  any  town  government  against  any  town  lot  unsold  by 
the  commission,  and  no  tax  levied  against  a  lot  sold,  as  herein  provided,  shall  con- 
stitute a  lien  on  same  till  the  purchase  price  thereof  has  been  folly  paid  to  the 
nation. 

The  money  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  sale  of  all  town  lots,  shall 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  (freedmen 
excepted) ;  and  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  the  ratification  of  this  agreement,  and 
at  the  end  of  each  year  thereafter,  the  funds  so  accamulated  shall  be  divided  and 
paid  out  to  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  (freedmen  excepted),  each  member  of  the 
two  tribes  to  receive  an  equal  portion  thereof. 

That  no  law  or  ordinance  shall  be  passed  by  any  town  which  interferes  with  the 
enforcement  of  or  is  in  conflict  with  the  Chootaw  or  Chickasaw  constitutions  or 
laws,  or  those  of  the  United  States,  and  all  persons  in  such  towns  shall  be  subject  to 
said  laws;  and  the  United  States  agrees  to  maintain  strict  laws  in  the  territory  of 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  against  the  introduction,  sale,  barter,  or  giving 
away,  of  liquors  and  intoxicants  of  any  kind  or  quality. 

That  said  commission  shall  be  authorized  to  locate,  within  a  soitable  distance  from 
each  town  site,  not  to  exceed  five  acres  to  be  used  as  a  cemetery ;  and  when  any  town 
has  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  to  be  part  of  the  fund  arising  from  the 
sale  of  town  lots,  ten  dollars  per  acre  therefor,  such  town  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
patent  for  the  same  as  herein  provided  for  titles  to  allottees,  and  shall  dispose  of 
same  at  reasonable  prices  in  suitable  lots  for  burial  purposes ;  the  proceeds  derived 
from  such  sales  to  be  applied  by  the  town  government  to  the  proper  improvement 
and  care  of  said  cemetery. 

That  no  charge  or  claim  shall  be  made  against  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  tribes 
by  the  United  States  for  the  expenses  of  surveying  and  platting  the  lands  and  town 
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sites,  or  for  grading,  appraising,  and  allotting  the  lands,  or  for  appraising  and  dis- 
posing of  the  town  lots  as  herein  provided. 

That  the  land  adjacent  to  Fort  Smith,  and  lands  for  conrt-houses,  jaila,  and  other 
public  purposes,  excepted  from  allotment,  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner 
and  for  the  same  purposes  as  provided  for  town  lots  herein,  but  not  till  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  councils  shall  direct  such  disposition  to  bo  made  thereof;  and  said 
land  adjacent  thereto  shall  be  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city  of  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  for  police  purposes. 

There  shall  be  set  apart  and  exempted  from  appraisement  and  sale,  in  the  towns, 
lots  upon  which  churches  and  parsonages  are  now  built  and  occupied,  not  to  exceed 
fifty  feet  front  and  one  hundred  feet  deep  for  each  church  or  parsonage:  Provided, 
That  such  lots  shall  only  be  used  for  churches  and  parsonages,  and  when  they  cease 
to  be  so  used  shall  revert  to  the  members  of  the  tribes,  to  be  disposed  of  as  other 
town  lots:  Provided  further,  That  these  lots  may  be  sold  by  the  churches  for  which 
they  are  set  apart  if  the  purchase  money  therefor  is  invested  in  other  lot  or  lots  in 
the  same  town,  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose  and  with  the  same  conditions  and 
limitations. 

It  is  agreed  that  all  the  coal  and  asphalt  within  the  limits  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations  shall  remain  and  be  the  common  property  of  the  members  of  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  (freedmen  excepted),  so  that  each  and  every  member 
shall  have  an  equal  and  undivided  interest  in  the  whole ;  and  no  patent  provided 
for  in  this  agreement  shall  convey  any  title  thereto.  The  revenues  from  coal  and 
asphalt,  or  so  much  as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  used  for  the  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Indian  blood  of  the  members  of  said  tribes.  Such  coal  and  asphalt  mines 
as  are  now  in  operation,  and  all  others  which  may  hereafter  be  leased  and  operated, 
shall  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  two  trustees^  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  one  on  the  recommendation  of  the  principal 
chief  of  the  Choctaw  Nation,  who  shall  be  a  Choctaw  by  blood,  whose  term  shall  be 
for  four  years,  and  one  on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor  of  the  Chickasaw 
Nation,  who  shall  be  a  Chickasaw  by  blood,  whose  term  shall  be  for  two  years ;  after 
which  the  term  of  appointees  shall  be  four  years.  They  shall  each  give  bond  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  under  such  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Their  salaries  shall  be  fixed  and  paid  by  their  respec- 
tive nations. 

All  coal  and  asphalt  mines  in  the  two  nations,  whether  now  developed  or  to  be  here- 
after developed,  shall  be  operated,  and  the  royalties  therefrom  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  drawn  therefrom  under  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

All  contracts  made  by  the  national  agents  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations 
for  operating  coal  and  asphalt,  with  any  person  or  corporation,  are  hereby  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  the  lessee  shall  have  the  right  to  renew  the  same  when  they 
expire. 

All  agreements  heretofore  made  by  any  person  or  corporation  with  any  member  or 
members  of  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  Nation,  the  object  of  which  was  to  obtain 
such  member  or  members'  permission  to  operate  coal  or  asphalt,  are  hereby  declared 
void,  but  such  persons  or  corporations  shall  have  prior  right  to  lease  the  coal  or 
asphalt  claims  described  therein  by  application  to  the  trustees  within  six  months 
after  the  ratification  of  this  agreement. 

All  leases  under  this  agreement  shall  include  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
shall  be  in  a  square  as  nearly  as  possible,  and  shall  be  for  thirty  years.  The  royalty 
on  coal  shall  be  fifteen  cents  per  tou  of  two  thousand  pounds  on  all  coal  mined,  pay- 
able on  the  25th  day  of  the  month  next  succeeding  that  in  which  it  is  mined.  Roy- 
alty on  asphalt  shall  be  sixty  cents  per  ton  on  .  .  .  asphalt,  payable  same  as 
cofd:  Provided,  That  the  legislatures  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  may 
reduce  such  royalties  when  they  deem  it  for  their  best  interests  to  do  so.  No  royal- 
ties shall  be  paid  except  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  as  herein  provided. 
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Lessees  shall  pay  on  each  coal  or  asphalt  claim  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
per  annam^  in  advance,  for  the  first  and  second  years;  two  hundred  dollars  per 
annum ,  in  advance,  for  the  third  and  fourth  years;  and  five  hundred  dollars  for  each 
succeeding  year  thereafter.  All  such  payments  shall  he  treated  as  advanced  royalty 
on  the  mine  or  claim  on  which  they  are  made,  and  shall  he  a  credit  as  royalty  when 
each  said  mine  is  developed  and  operated  and  its  production  is  in  excess  of  such 
guaranteed  annual  advanced  payments;  and  all  persons  having  coal  leases  must  pay 
said  annual  advanced  payments  on  each  claim  whether  developed  or  undeveloped : 
Provided f  hatoeveTf  That  should  any  lessee  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  such  advanced 
annual  royalty  for  the  period  of  sixty  days  after  the  same  becomes  due  and  payable 
on  any  lease,  the  lease  on  which  default  is  made  shall  become  null  and  void,  and  the 
royalties  paid  in  advance  thereon  shall  then  become  aud  be  the  money  and  property 
of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations. 

In  surface,  the  use  of  which  is  reserved  to  present  coal  operators,  shall  be  included 
such  lots  in  towns  as  are  occupied  by  lessees'  houses— either  occupied  by  said  lessees' 
employees  or  as  offices  or  warehounes:  Provided,  however,  That  in  those  town  sites 
designate<l  and  laid  out  under  the  provision  of  this  agreement,  where  coal  leases  are 
now  being  operated  and  coal  is  being  mined,  there  shall  be  reserved  from  appraise- 
ment and  sale  all  lots  occupied  by  houses  of  miners  actually  engaged  in  mining,  and 
only  while  they  are  so  engaged,  and,  in  acUUtlon  thereto,  a  sufficient  amount  of  land, 
to  be  determined  by  the  town-site  board  of  appraisers,  to  furnish  homes  for  the  men 
actually  engaged  in  working  for  the  lessees  operating  said  mines,  and  a  sufficient 
amount  for  all  buildings  and  machinery  for  mining  purposes:  And  provided  further, 
That  when  the  lessees  shall  cease  to  operate  said  mines,  then  and  in  that  event  the 
lots  of  land  so  reserved  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  coal  t  tees  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes. 

That  whenever  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  nhall  be 
required  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools,  then  the  funds  arising  from  such 
royalties  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  equal  benefit  of  their  members  (freedmcsn 
excepted)  in  such  manner  as  the  tribes  may  direct. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  United  States  courts  now  existing,  or  that  may  here- 
after be  created,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all 
controversies  gi'owing  out  of  the  title,  ownership,  occupation,  possession,  or  use  of 
real  estate,  coal,  and  asphalt  in  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka- 
saw tribes;  and  of  all  persons  charged  with  homicide,  embezzlement,  bribery,  and 
embracery,  hereafter  coumiitted  in  the  territory  of  said  tribes,  without  reference  to 
race  or  citizenship  of  the  person  or  persons  charged  with  such  crime;  and  any  citi- 
zen or  officer  of  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  nations  charged  with  such  crime  shall 
be  tried,  and,  if  convicted,  punished  as  though  he  were  a  citizen  or  officer  of  the 
United  States. 

And  sections  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  to  sixteen  hundred  and  forty-four, 
inclusive,  entitled,  "  Embezzlement,^'  and  sections  seventeen  hundred  and  eleven  to 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighteen,  inclusive,  entitled  ''Bribery  and  embracery,"  of 
Mansfield's  Digest  of  the  Laws  of  Arkansas,  are  hereby  extended  over  and  put  in 
force  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations;  and  the  word  ''officer,"  where  the 
same  appears  in  said  laws,  shall  include  all  officers  of  the  Chootaw  and  Chickasaw 
governments;  and  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  United  States  courts  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  1,  1889,  limiting  jurors  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
held  not  to  apply  to  United  States  courts  in  the  Indian  Territory  held  within  the 
limits  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations;  and  all  members  of  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  tribes,  otherwise  qualified,  shall  be  competent  Jurors  in  said  courts: 
Provided,  That  whenever  a  member  of  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  nation  is  indicted 
for  homicide,  he  may,  within  thirty  days  after  such  indictment  and  his  arrest 
thereon,  and  before  the  same  is  reached  for  trial,  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court 
in  whioh  he  is  indicted  his  affidavit  that  he  can  not  get  a  fair  trial  in  said  court, 
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and  it  thereapon  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  judge  of  said  court  to  order  a  ehaoge 
of  venue  in  such  case  to  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  western  district  of 
Arkansas,  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  or  to  the  United  States  district  court  for  the  east- 
em  district  of  Texas,  at  Paris,  Texas,  always  selecting  the  court  that,  in  his  jodg- 
ment,  is  nearest  or  most  convenient  to  the  place  where  the  crime  charged  in  the 
indictment  is  supposed  to  have  been  committed,  which  courts  shall  have  jurisdiction 
to  try  the  case ;  and  in  all  said  civil  suits  said  courts  shall  have  full  equity  powers; 
and  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  said  court,  at  any  stage  in  the  hearing  of  any  case, 
that  the  tribe  is  in  any  way  interested  in  the  subject-matter  in  the  controversy,  it 
shall  have  power  to  summon  in  said  tribe  and  make  the  same  a  party  to  the  suit,  and 
proceed  thereiu  in  all  respects  as  if  such  tribe  were  an  original  party  thereto;  but  in 
no  case  shall  suit  be  instituted  against  the  tribal  government  without  ite  consent. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  no  act,  ordinance,  or  resolution  of  the  council  of  either 
the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw  tribes,  in  any  manner  affecting  the  land  of  the  tribe,  or 
of  the  individuals  after  allotment,  or  the  moneys  or  other  property  of  the  tribe  or 
citizens  thereof  (except  appropriations  for  the  regular  and  necessary  expenses  of  the 
government  of  the  respective  tribes),  or  the  rights  of  any  person  to  employ  any 
kind  of  labor,  or  the  rights  of  any  persons  who  have  taken  or  may  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  of  any  validity  until  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  When  such  acts,  ordinances,  or  resolutions  passed 
by  the  council  of  either  of  said  tribes  shall  be  approved  by  the  governor  thereof 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  national  secretary  of  said  tribe  to  forward  them  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  duly  certified  and  sealed,  who  shall,  within 
thirty  days  afber  their  reception,  approve  or  disapprove  the  same.  Said  acts,  ordi- 
nances, or  resolutions,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  published  in  at  leaat  two  newt- 
papers  having  a  bona  fide  circulation  in  the  tribe  to  be  affected  thereby ;  and,  when 
disapproved,  shall  be  returned  to  the  tribe  enacting  the  same. 

It  is  further  agreed,  in  view  of  the  modifications  of  legislative  authority  and 
Judicial  jurisdiction  herein  provided,  and  the  necessity  of  the  continuance  of  the 
tribal  governiuent  so  mcHlified,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  this  agree- 
ment, that  the  same  shall  continue  for  a  period  of  eight  years  from  the  fourth  day 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  This  stipulation  is  made  in  the 
belief  that  the  tribal  governments,  so  modifiecl,  will  prove  so  satisfiMstory  that  there 
will  be  no  need  or  desire  for  further  change  till  the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  five 
civilizetl  tribes  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  be  prepared  for  admission  as  a  Stats 
to  the  Union.  But  this  provision  shall  not  be  construed  to  be  in  any  respect  an 
abdication  by  Congress  of  power  at  any  time  to  make  needful  rules  and  regulations 
resi^eotins;  s;iid  tribe*^ 

That  all  per  capita  payments  hereafter  made  to  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  or 
Chickasaw  nations  shall  be  paid  directly  to  each  individual  member  by  a  bonded 
ot^oor  of  the  I'nited  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Interior, 
which  otiicor  shall  be  required  to  give  strict  account  for  such  disbursements  to  said 
Secretary. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  ail  claims  of  any  kind  which  either  the  United  States 
may  have  n^Mm  the  Choctaw  Nation  or  the  Chickasaw  Kation,  or  the  Choctaw  Nation 
or  the  Chick :«^^w  Nation  may  have  upon  the  United  States,  ahall  be  submitted  to 
the  S^'iiatt^  of  the  United  States  as  a  iKkaztl  of  arbitrators  for  final  determinatioD, 
and  trithiMit  any  unnt^^^eseary  dt^lay  to  make  the  awanl  and  provision  lor  the  settle- 
ment of  whatever  sum  shall  be  by  them  awai^UHl.  and  the  othar  provisionaof  this 
a^::r^4i^iit  ^haU  not  be  operative  or  ed'ective^  but  shall  remain  in  abeyance  until  said 
claims  have  been  finally  detenuixuHl  and  j^ttlixl. 

It  is  t^irther  a^rr^Md  that  all  of  the  fknds  invested,  in  lieu  of  uiveBtmoit,  treaty 
Aitt^K  or  otb«^rvi5<^,  now  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust  for  the  Choctaw  and 
Chukasaw  trib«k  shall  be  cap) tali ;e<t  within  one  yeiar  afler  the  tribal  governments 
sftia^l  <^eaaK  ae  t^  a»  the  same  asay  leipilly  be  done,  and  be  appropriated  and  paid,  by 
oome  o&<^sr  of  the  I'mitcd  ^ta^n  ap)H^mted  for  the  puipoKk  to  the  Choetawa  and 
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Chickasaws  (freedmep  excepted)  per  capita,  to  aid  and  assiat  them  in  improving  their 
homes  and  lands. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  tne  Choctaws  and  Chickaaaws,  when  their  tribal  govern- 
ments cease,  shall  become  possessed  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  Choctaw  orphan  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  yet 
unsold,  shall  be  taken  by  the  United  States  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
($1.25)  per  acre,  and  the  proceeds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Choctaw  orphan  fund  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  the  number  of  acres  to  be  determined  by  the 
^General  Land  Office. 

This  agreement  shall  be  binding  on  the  United  States  when  ratified  by  Congress, 
and  on  each  tribe  or  nation,  party  hereto,  when  ratified  by  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  that  tribe  or  nation,  according  to  their  respective  laws  ou  the  subject. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  commissioners  do  hereunto  affix  their  names  at  Atoka, 
Indian  Territory,  this  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven. 

Green  McCurtain, 

Principal  Chief, 
J.  S.  Standley, 

W.   B.   AiNSWORTH, 

Ben  Hampton, 
Wesley  Anderson, 
Amos  Henry, 
D.  C.  Garland, 

Choctaw  C<nnmi9Hon, 
R.  M.  Harris, 

Governor, 
Isaac  O.  Lewis, 
Holmes  Colbert, 
RoBT.  L.  Murray, 

WiLLDLM  PbRRY, 

R.  L.  Boyd, 

ChicJcaeaw  Commission, 
Frank  C.  Armstrong, 

Acting  Chairman, 
Archibald  S.  McKennon, 
Thomas  B.  Cabaniss, 
Alexander  B.  Montgomery, 
Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  li'ibes, 
H.  M.  Jacoway, 

Sec^y,  Five  Tribes  Commission, 


Exhibit  D. 

AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONERS  TO  NEGO- 
TIATE WITH  THE  FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES,  AND  THE  COMMISSIONERS 
ON  THE  PART  OF  THE  MUSCOGEE  OR  CREEK  NATION. 

This  agreement,  by  and  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  of  the  first 
part,  entered  into  in  its  behalf  by  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
Henry  L.  Dawes,  Frank  C.  Armstrong,  Archibald  S.  McKennon,  Alexander  B.  Mont- 
gomery, and  Tams  Bixby,  duly  appointed  and  authorized  thereunto,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation  in  the  Indian  Territory,  of  the  second  part, 
eoTtered  into  in  behalf  of  such  Muscogee  or  Creek  Government,  by  its  Commission, 
duly  appointed  and  authorized  thereunto,  viz. :  Pleasant  Porter,  Joseph  Mingo,  David 
INT  97 IX 
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N.  Hodge,  George  A.  Alexander,  Roland  Brown,  William  A.  Sapalpa,  and  Conchartie 
Micco, 

Wiinesneth,  That  in  consideration  of  the  mntual  nndertakings  herein  contained,  it 
ia  agreed  as  follows : 

GENERAL  ALLOTMENT  OF  LAND. 

1.  There  shall  be  allotted  out  of  the  lands  owned  by  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Indiuu 
in  the  Indian  Territory,  to  each  citizen  of  said  Nation,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  Each  citizen  shall  have  the  right,  so  far  as  possible,  to  take  his  one  han- 
dred  and  sixty  acres  so  as  to  include  the  improvements  which  belong  to  him,  but 
such  improvements  shall  not  be  estimated  in  the  value  fixed  on  his  allotment,  pro- 
vided any  citizen  may  take  any  land  not  already  selected  by  another;  but  if  sucb 
land,  under  actual  cultivation,  has  on  it  any  lawful  improvements,  he  shall  pay  the 
owner  of  said  improvements  for  same,  the  value  to  be  fixed  by  the  oommissiou 
appraising  the  land.  In  the  case  of  a  minor  child,  allotmeut  shall  be  selected  for 
him  by  his  father,  mother,  guardian,  or  the  administrator  having  charge  of  his  estate, 
preference  being  given  in  the  order  named,  and  shall  not  be  sold  during  his  minority. 
Allotments  shall  be  selected  for  prisoners,  convicts  and  incompetents  by  some  suit- 
able person  akin  to  them,  and  due  care  shall  be  taken  that  all  peraons  entitled 
thereto  shall  have  allotments  made  to  them. 

2.  Each  allotment  shall  be  appraised  at  what  would  be  its  present  value,  if  unim- 
proved, considering  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  its  location,  but  excluding  the 
improvements,  and  each  allottee  shall  be  charged  with  the  value  of  his  allotment  in 
the  future  distribution  of  any  funds  of  the  Nation  arising  from  any  source  whatever, 
so  that  each  member  of  the  Nation  shall  be  made  equal  in  the  distribution  of  the 
lands  and  moneys  belonging  to  the  Nation,  provided  that  the  minimum  valuation 
to  be  placed  upon  any  land  in  the  said  Nation  shall  be  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  ($1.25)  per  acre. 

3.  In  the  appraisement  of  the  said  allotment,  said  Nation  may  have  a  representi- 
tive  to  co-operate  with  a  commission,  or  a  United  States  officer,  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  make  the  appraisement.  Appraisements  and  allot- 
ments shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  begin 
as  soon  as  an  authenticated  roll  of  the  citizens  of  the  said  Nation  has  l>een  made. 

4.  All  controversies  arising  between  the  members  of  said  Nation  as  to  their  rights 
to  have  certain  lands  allotted  to  them  shall  be  settled  by  the  commission  makinjc 
allotments. 

5.  The  United  States  shall  put  each  allottee  in  unrestricted  possession  of  his  allot- 
ment aud  remove  therefrom  all  persons  objectionable  to  the  allottee. 

6.  The  excess  of  lands  after  allotment  is  completed,  all  funds  derived  from  town 
sites,  and  all  other  funds  accruing  under  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  shall  he 
used  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  allotments,  valued  as  herein  provided,  and  if  the 
same  be  found  insufficient  for  such  purpose,  the  deficiency  shall  be  supplied  firom 
other  funds  of  the  Nation  upon  dissolution  of  its  tribal  relations  with  the  United 
States,  in  accordance  with  the  purposes  and  intent  of  this  agreement. 

7.  The  residue  of  the  lands  not  taken  in  allotments  (town  sites,  railroad  rights  of 
way,  school  and  other  exemptions  and  donations  excepted)  shall  be  appraised,  and 
citizens  having  lawful  improvements  on  lands  in  excess  of  their  allotments  shall 
have  the  right  to  purchase  said  land  at  the  appraised  price  of  the  land  so  covered  by 
their  improvements.  If  any  person  fails  to  take  such  improved  land,  the  improve 
uients  shall  be  appraised  and  the  land  and  improvements  sold,  and  the  appraisetl 
value  of  the  improvements  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  thereof,  and  the  remainder 
into  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  said  Nation. 

8.  All  the  residue  of  the  land  not  taken  in  allotment  and  not  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  not  taken  by  citizens  to  equalize  the  value  of  theii:  allotments,  shall  bo 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  auction  for  not  less  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  ($1.25)  per  aero,  and  the  procecnls  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  devoted  to  the  fund  for  oqnaliziug  the  value  of  allotments. 

9.  Patents  to  all  lands  sold  shall  be  issued  in  the  same  manner  as  to  allottees. 
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SPECIAL  ALLOTMENTS. 

10.  There  shall  be  allotted  and  patented  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each  to  Mrs. 
A.  £.  W.  Robertson  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  Backner  (ude  Grayson)  as  special  recognition  of 
their  services  as  missionaries  among  the  people  of  the  Creek  Nation. 

11.  Harrell  Institute,  Henry  Kendall  College,  and  Nazareth  Institute,  in  Muscogee, 
and  Baptist  University,  near  Muscogee,  shall  have,  free  of  charge,  to  be  allotted  and 
patented  to  said  institutions  or  to  the  churches  to  which  they  belong,  tbc  grounds 
they  now  occupy,  to  be  used  for  school  purposes  only  and  not  to  exceed  ten  acres 
each. 

RESERVATIONS. 

12.  The  following  lands  shall  be  reserved  from  the  general  allotment  hereinbefore 
provided : 

All  lands  hereinafter  set  apart  for  town  sites ;  all  lands  which  shall  be  selected 
for  town  cemeteries  by  the  town  site  commission  as  hereinafter  provided ;  all  lands 
that  may  be  occupied  at  the  time  allotment  begins  by  railroad  companies  duly 
authorized  by  Congress  as  railroad  rights  of  way;  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  at 
Okmulgee,  to  be  laid  off  as  a  town,  one  acre  of  which,  now  occupied  by  tho  capitol 
building,  being  especially  reserved  for  said  public  building ;  one  acre  for  each  church 
now  located  and  used  for  purposes  of  worship  outside  of  the  towns,  and  sufficient 
land  for  burial  purposes,  where  neighborhood  burial  grounds  are  now  located;  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  to  include  the  building  sites  now  occupied  for  the  fol- 
lowing educational  institutions :  Eufaula  High  school,  Wealaka  Mission,  New  Yaka 
Mission.  Wetumpka  Mission,  Euchee  Institute,  Coweta  Mission,  Creek  Orphan  Home, 
Tallahassee  Mission  (Colored),  Pecan  Creek  Mission  (Colored),  and  Colored  Orphan 
Home.    Also  four  acres  eiich  for  the  six  court-houses  now  established. 

TITLES. 

13.  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  completion  of  said  allotments  the  Principal 
Chief  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation  shall  execute  under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of 
said  Nation,  and  deliver  to  each  of  said  allottees,  a  patent,  conveying  to  him  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  of  the  said  Nation  in  and  to  the  land  which  shall  have  been 
allotted  to  him,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  tbis  agreement.  Said  pat- 
ents shall  be  framed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  and  shall 
embrace  the  land  allotted  to  such  patentee  and  no  other  land.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  the  United  States  shall  annex  to  said  patent  his  official  certificate  that  it 
is  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  agreement;  that  it  embraces  the 
land  allotted  to  such  patentee  and  no  other  land,  and  that  he  approves  said  patent, 
and  said  certificate  shall  be  operative  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  rights,  title  and 
interest  of  the  United  States*  in  and  to  the  land  conveyed  by  said  patent  and  as  a 
guaranty  of  the  United  States  of  title  to  and  possession  of  the  land  so  conveyed| 
and  the  acceptance  of  his  patent  by  such  allottee  shall  be  operative  as  an  assent  on 
his  part  to  the  allotment  and  conveyance  of  all  the  land  of  the  said  Nation  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  agreement,  and  as  a  relinquishment  of  all  his  rights, 
title  and  interest  in  and  to  any  and  all  parts  thereof,  except  the  land  embraced  in 
said  patent;  except,  also,  his  interest  in  the  proceeds  of  all  lands  herein  excepted 
from  allotment. 

14.  The  United  States  shall  provide  by  law  for  proper  record  of  land  titles  in  the 
territory  occupied  by  the  said  Nation. 

TOWN8ITE8. 

15.  There  shall  be  appointed  a  commission  which  shall  consist  of  one  member 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation,  who  shall  not  be  inter- 
ested in  town  property  other ^than  his  home,  and  one  member  who  shall  be  an  officer 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Said 
commission  shall  lay  out  townsites,  to  be  restricted  as  far  as  possible  to  their  present 
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limitB,  ^bere  towns  aro  now  located.    No  town  laid  out  and  platted  by  said  commie- 
Bion  shall  cover  more  than  fonr  square  miles  of  territory. 

16.  When  said  towns  are  laid  out,  each  lot  on  which  sulistantial  and  valuable 
improvements  have  been  made,  shall  be  valued  by  the  commission  at  the  price  a  fee 
simple  title  to  the  same  would  bring  in  the  market  at  the  time  the  valuation  is  made, 
but  not  to  include  in  such  value  the  improvements  thereon. 

17.  In  appraising  the  value  of  town  lots,  the  number  of  inhabitants,  the  location 
and  surrounding  advantages  of  the  town  shall  be  considered. 

18.  The  owner  of  the  improvements  on  any  lot  shall  have  the  right  to  buy  the  same 
at  fifty  per  centum  of  the  value,  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  notice  served  on 
him  that  such  lot  is  for  sale,  and  if  he  purchase  the  same,  he  shall,  within  ten  days 
f^om  his  purchase,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  one-fonrth  of  the  pnr- 
chase  price,  and  the  balance  in  three  equal  annual  payments;  and  when  the  entiro 
sum  is  paid,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  same,  to  be  made  as  herein  pro- 
vided for  patents  to  allottees. 

19.  In  any  case  where  the  two  members  of  the  commission  fail  to  agree  as  to  the 
value  of  any  lot,  they  shall  select  a  third  person,  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  said  Nation, 
and  who  is  not  interested  in  town  lots,  who  shall  act  with  them  to  determine  said 
value.  0 

20.  If  the  owner  of  the  improvements  on  any  lot  fail  within  sixty  days  to  purchase 
and  make  the  first  payment  on  the  same,  such  lot,  with  the  improvements  thereon 
(said  lot  and  the  improvementn  thereon  having  been  theretofore  properly  appraised), 
shall  be  sold  at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  said  com- 
mission, at  a  price  not  less  than  the  value  of  the  lot  and  improvements,  and  the  pur- 
chaser at  such  sale  shall  pay  to  the  owner  of  the  improvements  the  price  for  which 
said  lot  and  the  improvements  thereon  shall  be  sold,  less  fifty  per  centum  of  the  said 
appraised  value  of  the  lot,  and  shall  pay  fifty  per  centum  of  said  appraised  value  of 
the  lot  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  under  regulations  to  be  established  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  four  installments,  as  hereinbefore  provided.  Said  com- 
mission shall  have  the  right  to  reject  a  bid  on  any  lot  and  the  improvements  thereon 
which  it  may  consider  below  the  real  value. 

21.  All  lots  not  having  improvements  thereon  and  not  so  appraised  shall  be  sold 
by  the  commission  from  time  to  time  at  public  auction,  after  proper  advertisement, 
as  may  seem  for  the  best  interest  of  the  said  Nation  and  the  proper  development  of 
each  town,  the  purchase  price  to  be  paid  in  four  installments  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided for  improved  lots. 

22.  All  citizens  or  persons  who  have  purchased  the  right  of  occupancy  from  parties 
in  legal  possession  prior  to  the  date  of  signing  this  agreement,  holding  lots  or  tracts  of 
ground  in  towns,  shall  have  the  first  right  to  purchase  said  lots  or  tracts,  upon  the 
same  terms  and  conditions  as  is  provided  for  improved  lots,  provided  said  lots  or 
tracts  shall  have  been  theretofore  properly  appraised  as  hereinbefore  provided  for 
improved  lots. 

23.  Said  commission  shall  have  the  right  to  reject  any  bid  for  such  lots  or  tracts 
which  is  considered  by  said  commission  below  the  fair  value  of  the  same. 

24.  Failure  to  make  any  one  of  the  payments  as  heretofore  provided  for  a  period 
of  sixty  days,  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  all  payments  made  and  all  rights  under  the 
contract;  provided  that  the  purchaser  of  any  lot  may  pay  full  price  before  the  same 
is  duo. 

25.  No  tax  shall  be  assessed  by  any  town  government  against  any  town  lot  unsold 
by  the  commission,  and  no  tax  levied  against  a  lot  sold  as  herein  provided  shall  con- 
stitute a  lien  on  the  same  until  the  purchase  price  thereof  has  been  fully  paid. 

26.  No  law  or  ordinance  shall  be  passed  by  any  town  which  interferes  with  the 
enforcement  of  or  is  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  or  laws  of  said  Nation  or  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  conflict  with  this  agreement,  and  all  persons  in  such  towns 
shall  be  subject  to  such  laws. 

27.  Said  commission  shall  be  authorized  to  locate  a  cemetery  within  a  suitable 
distance  from  each  town  site  not  to  exceed  twenty  acres;  and  when  any  town  shall 
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have  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Nation  tea 
dollars  per  acre  therefor,  snch  town  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  same,  as 
herein  provided  for  titles  to  allottees,  and  shall  dispose  of  same  at  reasonable  prices 
in  suitable  lots  for  burial  purposes;  the  proceeds  derived  therefrom  to  be  applied 
by  the  town  government  to  the  proper  improvement  and  care  of  said  cemetery. 

28.  No  charge  or  claim  shall  be  made  against  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation  by 
the  United  States  for  the  expenses  of  surveying  and  platting  the  lands  and  town 
site,  or  for  grading,  appraising,  and  allotting  the  land,  or  for  appraising  and  dis- 
posing of  the  town  lots  :is  herein  provided. 

29.  There  shall  be  set  apart  and  exempted  from  appraisement  and  sale,  in  the 
towns,  lots  upon  which  churches  and  parsonages  are  now  built  and  occupied,  not  to 
exceed  fifty  feet  front  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep  for  each  church  and  par- 
sonage. Such  lots  shall  be  used  only  for  churches  and  parsonages,  and  when  they 
cease  to  be  so  used,  shall  revert  to  the  members  of  the  Nation,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
other  town  lots. 

30.  Said  commission  shall  have  prepared  correct  and  proper  plats  of  each  town^ 
and  file  one  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  United  States  District  Court,  for  the  district 
in  which  the  town  is  located,  one  with  tlie  Executive  of  the  Nation,  and  one  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  to  be  approved  by  him  before  the  same  shall  take  eifect. 

31 .  A  settlement  numbering  at  least  three  hundred  inhabitants,  living  within  a 
radios  of  one-half  mile  at  the  time  of  the  signing  of  this  agreement,  shall  consti- 
tute a  town,  within  the  meaning  of  this  agreement.  Congress  may  by  law  provide 
for  the  government  of  the  said  towns. 

CLAIMS. 

32.  All  claims,  of  whatever  nature,  including  the  ''Loyal  Creek  Claim''  made 
under  Article  4  of  the  Treaty  of  1866  and  the  *'Self  Emigration  Claim"  under 
Article  12  of  the  Treaty  of  1832,  which  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation,  or  individuals 
thereof,  may  have  against  the  United  States,  or  any  claim  which  the  United  States 
may  have  against  the  said  Nation,  shall  be  submitted  to  tiie  Senate  of  the  United 
States  as  a  board  of  arbitration;  and  all  such  claims  against  the  United  States 
shall  be  presented  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  and  within  two  years 
trom  the  date  hereof  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall  make  final  determina- 
tion of  said  claim,  and  in  the  event  that  any  moneys  are  awarded  to  the  MuBcogee 
or  Creek  Nation,  or  individuals  thereof,  by  the  United  States,  provision  shall  be 
made  for  the  inunediate  payment  of  the  same  by  the  United  States. 

JURISDICTION   OF   COURTS. 

33.  The  United  States  Courts  now  existing,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  created  in  the 
Indian  Territory,  shall  have.exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  controversies  growing  out 
of  the  title,  ownership,  occupation  or  use  of  real  estate  in  the  territory  occu- 
pied by  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation ;  and  to  try  all  persons  charged  with  homi- 
cide, embezzlement,  bribery  and  embracery  hereafter  committed  in  the  territory  of 
said  Nation,  without  reference  to  race  or  citizenship  of  the  person  or  persons  charged 
with  any  snch  crime;  and  any  citizen  or  officer  of  said  Nation  charged  with  any 
such  crime  shall  be  tried,  and,  if  convicted,  punished  as  though  he  were  a  citizen  or 
officer  of  the  United  States;  and  the  courts  of  said  Nation  shall  retain  all  the  juris- 
diction which  they  now  have,  except  as  herein  transferred  to  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

ENACTMENTS  OK  NATIONAL  COUNCIL. 

34.  No  act,  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  Council  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek 
Nation  in  any  manner  afiecting  the  land  of  the  Nation,  or  of  individuals,  after 
allotment,  or  the  moneys  or  other  property  of  the  Nation,  or  citizens  thereof  (except 
appropriations  for  the  regular  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  government  of  the  said 
Nation),  or  the  rights  of  any  person  to  employ  any  kind  of  labor,  or  the  rights  of 
any  persons  who  have  taken  or  may  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States, 
ahall  be  of  any  yalidity  until  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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When  snch  act,  ordinance  or  resolntion  passed  by  the  Council  of  said  Nation  shaQ 
be  approved  by  the  Executive  thereof,  it  shall  then  be  the  duty  of  the  national  seo- 
retary  of  said  Nation  to  forward  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dnlj 
certified  and  sealed,  who  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  receipt  thereof,  approve  or 
disapprove  the  same,  and  said  act,  ordinance  or  resolution,  when  so  approved  shall 
be  published  in  at  least  two  newspapers  having  a  bona  fide  circulation  thronghoat 
the  territory  occupied  by  said  Nation,  and  when  disapproved,  shall  be  retained  to 
the  Executive  of  said  Nation. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

35.  Neither  the  town  lots  nor  the  allotment  of  land  of  any  citizen  of  the  Muscogee 
or  Creek  Nation  shall  be  subjected  to  any  debt  contracted  by  him  prior  to  the  date 
of  his  patent. 

36.  All  payments  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  into  the  Unitiod  States  Treasury,  and  shall  be  for  the  l>en- 
efit  of  the  citizens  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation.  All  payments  hereafter  to  be 
made  to  the  members  of  the  said  Nation  shall  be  paid  directly  to  each  individual  mem- 
ber by  a  bonded  officer  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  which  officer  shall  be  required  to  give  strict  account  for  such  dis- 
bursements to  the  Secretary. 

37.  The  United  States  agrees  to  maintain  strict  laws  in  the  Territory  of  said  Nation 
against  the  introduction,  sale,  barter,  or  giving  away  of  liquors  and  intoxicants  of 
any  kind  or  quality. 

38.  All  citizens  of  said  Nation,  when  the  tribal  government  shall  cease,  shall 
become  possessed  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

39.  This  agreement  shall  in  nowise  affect  the  provisions  of  existing  treaties  betireea 
the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation  and  the  United  States,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is  incon- 
sistent therewith. 

40.  This  agreement  shall  be  binding  on  the  United  States  when  ratified  by  Con- 
gress, and  on  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation,  party  hereto,  when  ratified  by  the 
National  Council  of  said  Nation. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Commissioners  do  hereunto  affix  their  names  at  Mns- 

cogce,  Indian  Territory,  this  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 

and  ninety-seven. 

Hexry  L.  Dawes, 

Chairman. 
Tams  Bixby, 

Acting  Chairman, 
Frank  C.  Armstrong, 
Archibald  S.  McKknnon, 
A.  B.  Montgomery, 
Commission  to  the  Fire  Civilized  Tribes, 
Allison  L.  Aylrsworth, 

Acting  Secretarjf. 
Pleasant  Porter, 

Chairman, 
Joseph  Mingo, 
David  M.  Hodge, 
George  A.  Alexander, 

his 

Roland  x  Brown, 

mark 

William  A.  Sapulpa, 

his 
CONCHARTY  X  MiCCO, 
mark 

Muscogee  or  Creek  Commission. 
J.  H.  Lynch, 

Secretary, 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR.   CXXXV 

Exhibit  E. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 

Muscogee,  Ind.  T.,  October  27, 1897, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  herewith,  for  yonr  informatioii,.  full  text  of  the 
message  of  Honorable  Isparhecher,  Principal  Chief,  Muscogee  (or  Creek)  Nation,  dated 
October  6,  8,  and  22,  to  the  National  Council  of  said  nation,  relating  principally  to 
the  dissolution  of  tribal  affairs,  together  with  copies  of  the  report  of  the  commis- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  Muscogee  (or  Creek)  Nation,  dated  October  5,  1897,  trans- 
mitting agreement  between  the  United  States  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
and  the  Creek  Commission;  and  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Muscogee  (or  Creek)  Nation,  rejecting  said  agreement,  and  providing  for  another 
commission  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  United  States  Commission  propositions 
''  which  shall  fully  provide  for  and  protect  all  the  needs  and  interests  of  said  Muscogee 

Nation." 

[Copy.] 

ExscuTivs  Office,  Muscogee  Nation, 

Okmulgee,  Oct.  6ih,  1897. 

To  the  National  Council  of  the  Muscogee  Nation. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you  upon  your  reassembling  in 
annual  session  of  council,  because  I  believe  the  Great  Ruler  of  the  universe  has  so 
ordered  it.  To  Him,  I  desire  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  in  behalf  of  the  Mus- 
cogee Nation  and  people  for  that  care  and  protection  He  has  extended  over  us  all 
during  the  past  year.  We  have  had  no  special  scourge  or  pestilence  to  alfect  us,  and 
peace  has  prevailed  within  our  borders.  The  returns  of  the  labor  of  our  farmers 
have  been  fairly  good  in  portions  of  our  nation,  which,  if  fairly  husbanded,  will,  in 
those  portions  of  the  nation,  afford  adequate  subsistence  until  another  harvest.  In 
consequence,  however,  of  excessive  rain  in  the  early  spring  and  the  extended  drouth 
following  later  in  the  season,  it  is  feared  that  many  of  our  citizens  in  the  western 
portions  of  our  nation  will  suffer  for  want  of  breadstuff.  It  is  said  that  the  yield  of 
com  has  been  very  scant.  I  regret  to  state  that  there  have  been  vexatious  delays  in 
the  enforcement  of  some  Important  enactments  of  our  body ;  among  these  I  would 
mention  the  pasture  law,  the  cattle  law,  the  lease  law,  and  the  timber  law.  The 
delay  has  been  caused  principally  by  restraining  orders  from  our  U.  S.  Indian  agent 
and  the  U.  S.  Court  at  Muscogee.  Not  only  have  injunctions  been  served  upon  our 
officers,  but  some  of  them  have  been  arrested  and  forced  to  appear  before  said  Court 
for  trial,  where  the  causes  are  now  pending.  These  proceedings  have  resulted  in 
perpetuating  the  existence  of  unlawful  pastures,  the  protection  of  unlawful  leases, 
and  the  unlawful  grazing  of  foreign  cattle  in  our  nation. 

Complaint  was  made  last  April  by  your  delegates,  G.  W.  Grayson  and  myself,  to 
the  Interior  Department  against  the  unlawful  introduction  of  foreign  cattle  and  the 
intruder  element,  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  their  removal  from  our  nation,  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  U.  S.  Indian  agent  for  investigation,  who  subse- 
quently called  on  thjs  office  for  certain  information.  In  response  the  district  officers 
were  at  once  instructed  to  enumerate  the  foreign  cattle  and  procure  the  name  of  all 
intruders,  and  report  the  same  to  me,  which  was  done.  These  reports  have  long 
since  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  U.  S.  Indian  agent.  Thus  has  rested  the  mat- 
ter until,  within  the  last  few  days,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  dated  September  31, 1897,  calling  for  another  list  of  the  names 
of  intruders,  which  is  hereto  attached  for  your  information.  It  is  evident  from  this 
letter  that  the  list  heretofore  furnished  did  not  afford  the  information  he  desires.  It, 
therefore,  becomes  necessary  that  a  new  list  be  made  in  conformity  with  his  request 
before  any  action  will  be  taken  by  the  Department.  In  view  of  this  fact,  I  deem  it 
highly  important  that  a  competent  person  be  delegated  to  perform  this  special  serv- 
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ice,  ill  conformity  with  the  reqairements  emhraced  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  as  the 
sorest  and  most  prompt  means  for  securing  favorable  action  by  the  United  States 
Government  on  this  vital  question.  The  intruder  question  is  now  the  principal 
source  of  dissatisfaction  in  our  nation.  It  is  one  requiring  the  strong  arm  of  both 
governments  to  control,  a  question  that  Is  growing  in  magnitude  and  power,  threat- 
eniug  by  occupation  the  eventual  absorption  of  our  entire  country  by  a  noncitlzen 
element.  We  have  an  alarming  instance  of  the  reckless  and  unscrupulous  persist- 
ence of  the  genuine  intruder  as  exhibited  by  the  notorious  Watts  organization  in 
the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  latterly,  in  this  nation.  Let  ns  do  our  part  promptly 
and  submit  the  rest  to  the  action  of  the  United  States  Government. 

You  are,  doubtless,  anxious  to  learn  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  your  commissioners 
whom  you  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  Government.  I 
have  heard  that  a  treaty  has  been  concluded,  and  I  expect  it  to  be  officially  reported 
at  an  eai*ly  day,  but  as  it  has  not  been  so  reported  to  this  office  I  can  not  express  an 
opinion  on  its  merits,  but  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  before  many  days. 

There  are  other  matters  of  general  Importance  to  which  your  attention  will  be 
called,  from  time  time  during  your  present  session,  in  special  communications. 

In  the  matter  of  the  $333,000  appropriated  by  last  Congress  for  the  payment  of  the 
outstanding  indebtedness  of  the  Muscogee  Nation,  I  would  state  for 'your  information 
that  I  have  issued  consolidated  warrants,  as  provided  by  your  act  of  November,  1896^ 
in  lieu  of  old  ones  investigated  and  retired  by  your  committee  on  warrants,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  $352,243,  and  I  have  so  reported  to  U.  S.  Indian  Agent 
Wisdom.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  detailed 
two  special  agents,  charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating  and  determining  whether 
or  not  there  was  any  fraud  in  the  incurring  of  such  indebtedness,  as  provided  in  the 
act  of  appropriation,  who  are  now  conducting  such  investigation  at  Muscogee.  It  is 
hoped  that  their  investigations  will  be  completed  and  the  payment  of  the  funds  be 
made  within  the  next  few  weeks.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  will  be  an  excess 
of  our  indebtedness  over  and  above  the  $333,000,  I  suggest  that  you  instruct  the 
National  Treasurer  to  cancel  that  excess  out  of  any  funds  he  may  have  on  hand  to 
the  credit  of  the  Muscogee  Nation. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  remind  you  that,  as  a  people,  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  what  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  crises  that  have  ever 
confronted  our  people,  and  it  will  require  the  exercise  of  your  coolest  and  friendliest 
efforts  in  the  work  of  evolving  good  and  providing  safety  out  of  it  for  our  waiting 
people.  You  may  have  to  canvass  grave  questions  involving  the  very  life  or  death 
of  our  nation.  In  the  faithful  discussion  of  such  questions  honest  differences  of 
opinion  must  need  appear;  but  I  indulge  the  hope  that  your  deliberations  will 
always  be  characterized  by  kindly  and  respectful  consideration  of  each  other's  views, 
however  divergent,  and  that  any  heat  of  debate  that  may  arise  In  your  discussions 
will  not  be  that  of  personal  feelings,  but  the  impulse  of  true  and  patriotic  devotion 
to  duty.  Hoping  that  your  session  will  be  harmonious  and  marked  by  wise  and 
beneficent  legislation,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

IsPARHECHER,  Principal  Chitf,  M.  N, 


[Copy.] 


Executive  Office,  Muskogee  Nation, 

Okmulgee,  L  T.,  Oct,  Sth,  1897. 

To  THE  National  Council  of  the  Muskogee  Nation. 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  transmit  the  report  and  treaty  recently  oondnded  by 
your  eommissioners  with  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
yonr  consideration.    It  will  be  observed  by  yon  that  it  provides  for  the  allotment  of 
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onr  lands  and  the  extinguishment  of  oar  tribal  titles.  I  regard  this  feature  of  the 
treaty  as  being  very  dangerous,  and,  therefore,  very  objectionable.  Allotment  of  land 
to  Indians  has  heretofore  proven  disastrous  in  every  instance,  and  is  sure  to  result 
likewise  with  ns  when  we  try  it.  It  is  a  system  of  holding  lands  entirely  new  to 
car  people.  Some  of  us,  however,  tried  the  sad  experiment  in  Georgia  and  Alabama 
a  little  over  a  half  century  ago,  resulting  in  our  final  removal  therefrom.  My  advice 
is  never  to  try  it  again.  Our  system  of  land  tenure  has  proven  successful  and 
satisfactory  to  us  through  all  the  years  of  our  tribal  existence.  Never  have  we  had 
a  homeless  wanderer  during  all  of  that  time,  nor  are  we  likely  to  have  one  so  long  aa 
we  continue  to  hold  our  lands  as  we  now  do.  We  now  hold  our  lands  by  the  united 
power  of  two  governments,  general  and  local.  By  allotment  we  substitute  the  power 
of  one  individual  for  the  power  of  our  local  government.  Each  one  of  our  citizens 
will  then  have  to  employ  the  protective  power  over  his  realty  that  has  been  afforded 
by  the  local  government.  In  other  words,  every  citizen  will  take  upon  himself  the 
dnty  of  protecting  his  home  that  is  now  being  done  by  the  combined  wisdom  and 
strength  of  the  Muscogee  Nation.  Not  only  so,  but  he  assumes  the  responsibility  of 
coping  single-handed  with  the  avaricious  land  sharks  of  the  American  Continent. 
Many  of  the  shrewdest  and  enlightened  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  homeless 
simply  because  they  are  not  able  single-handed  to  protect  their  homes  f^om  sharpers. 

We  now  have  no  suits  about  land  titles,  for  our  land  title  is  not  disputable,  and 
never  will  until  we  allot  our  lands.  Then  the  courts  of  the  country  will  be  thronged 
with  such  suits,  just  as  they  are  in  Oklahoma.  We  now  pay  no  tax  on  our  land,  and 
never  will  until  we  allot.  Then  the  taxgatherers  will  become  as  numerous  as  in 
Oklahoma.  These  things  will  inevitably  follow  allotment  of  our  lands.  I,  therefore, 
advise  you  to  weigh  and  calmly  consider  these  facts  before  accepting  this  treaty. 

I  think  it  far  better  for  us  to  stand  firm  by  the  treaties  we  have,  and  plead  the 
justice  of  our  cause  by  all  law  fill  and  honorable  means,  than  enter  into  this  agree- 
ment. I  fail  to  see  any  betterment  of  our  condition  by  this  agreement,  but,  to  the 
contrary,  I  can  see  much  that  will  be  to  our  detriment.  But  you  have  had  my  views 
on  this  subject  heretofore,  and  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  add  anything  more  at 
this  time  to  evidence  to  you  my  reasons  for  my  opposition  to  the  changes  provided 
for  by  this  agreement. 

I  am  aware  that  the  United  States  Government  is  urging  as  to  change  our  relations 
with  her,  and  has  expended  considerable  money  in  surveying  our  country  and  for 
maintaining  a  Commission  for  the  past  three  years.  But  all  this  has  been  done  at 
the  option  of  the  Government,  and  not  at  our  request.  We  have  not  asked  for  any 
of  these  things,  but  they  have  been  asked  for  by  the  yelping,  insatiable  boomers 
who  are  always  on  the  trail  of  the  Indian,  and  will  be  until  every  foot  of  this  land 
is  opened  up;  and  when  we  make  this  treaty,  these  will  be  the  people  that  will  first 
throng  this  country  to  scheme  as  out  of  our  homes.  It  is  simply  a  question  as  to 
the  ownership  of  oar  lands.  The  boomers  are  hungry  for  them,  and  it  seems  the 
only  means  of  making  them  accessible  is  by  allotment.  It,  therefore,  only  remains 
for  you  to  decide  whether  or  not  you  will  make  yourselves  a  party  to  this  scheme  of 
the  boomers.  No,  we  have  not  asked  for  a  new  treaty  nor  for  the  allotment  of  our 
lands,  but  we  have  frequently  requested  the  Government  to  remove  from  our  country 
the  intruder,  which  request  has  never  been  heeded,  although  solemnly  guaranteed 
to  be  done  by  existing  treaties.  If  intruders  can  not  be  removed  f^om  our  country 
at  this  time,  the  question  arises,  will  they  be  removed  by  the  promises  of  a  new 
treaty  agreeing  to  do  so. 

It  seems  that  the  Cherokees  have  tried  both  and  have  found  the  new  treaties  to  be 
DO  better  than  old  ones  on  this  subject,  and  I  believe  we  would  have  the  same 
experience  whenever  we  shall  try  it.  For  this  reason  I  withheld  my  approval  of 
the  act  of  your  called  session  last  August  authorizing  your  commission  to  treat. 
At  that  seaeiou  of  Council  I  presented  to  you  my  views  as  to  what  seemed  to  me  to 


CXXXVin      REPORT  OP  THE   SECRETARY   OP   THE    INTERIOR. 

be  the  most  advisable  coarse  for  ns  to  piursne  at  tbis  time.  I  am  still  of  tbe  opinion 
that  we  shoald  teat  oar  const! tat ional  right  before  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United 
States,  and  provision  shoald  be  made  at  once  for  procQiiog  the  ablest  counsel  to 
represent  ns. 

In  sonolasion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  endeaTored  honestly  to 
present  my  views  on  the  sabject  before  yon,  and  feel  that  in  this  I  have  discharged 
my  daty ,  and  indnlge  the  hope  that  yoa  will  consider  the  qnestion  in  the  same  spint 
of  earnestness  that  has  actuated  me,  and  discharge  the  duty  yoa  owe  your  coD^tita- 
ency  intelligently,  honestly,  and  faithfully. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISPABHECHXR,    iVtII.  CAm/,  if.  N. 


[Oopy.l 

ExsctmvB  Ofpick,  M.  N., 

Okmulgee,  I.  T.,  Oct  2S. 
To  Tbx  National  Cou^tcil  of  tub  Musgogss  Nation  : 

Gkntlkmsx  :  in  view  of  the  fact  that  much  important  matters  are  befote  pm 
body  not  yet  diaposed  of  by  you,  and  the  shortness  of  time  remaining  of  your  sm* 
aion.  I  would  suggest  that  you  repeal  the  act  of  your  last  session  reducing  this  term 
of  your  council  to  15  days,  in  order  that  you  may  continue  your  session  thirty  days,  if 
that  time  should  be  needtul  to  dispose  of  the  needful  legislation  before  you.  Special 
oommittees,  to  whom  has  been  referred  matters  relating  to  the  situation  of  our 
national  affairs,  has  very  recently  been  appointed  and  should  be  given  ample  time 
for  mature  thoaght  and  investigation  before  intelligent  action  can  be  taken  by  yoiL 
No  preparation  has  yet  been  made  to  meet  the  new  order  of  oar  public  affairs  that 
will  l>egin  on  January  1st  next,  and  is  a  matter  that  should  enlist  your  best  thought 
at  this  time.  Our  efforts  to  treat  with  the  United  States  Government  has  proven 
nnsuccessfbl,  and  we  can  now  have  no  hope  of  continuing  our  government  mnch 
longer  as  we  now  do,  by  the  terms  of  any  new  treaty. 

The  time  has  now  come,  in  my  opinion,  when  the  citizens  of  the  Fi^e  Nations 
should  get  together  and  agree  upon  the  establishment  of  a  general  government  by 
which  we  might  perpetuate  the  right  of  self-govemmeAt.  Should  we  be  attached  to 
Oklahoma  as  a  Territory  or  State,  this  right  of  self-government  will  be  taken  from 
as  by  the  superior  number  of  its  voting  population.  None  of  us  want  such  a  connee 
tion  with  Oklahoma,  yet  there  are  strong  efforts  being  made  by  her  politicians  for 
single  statehood,  including  the  Five  Nations. 

But  this  can  be  averted  by  timely  and  united  efforts  of  the  Fire  Nations.  They 
are  yet  the  sovereigns  of  their  soil,  and  politically  freebom,  with  the  right  to  shape 
for  themselves  a  government  that  will  best  suit,  them  for  the  protection  of  their 
lives  and  property.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  you  constituto  a  delegation,  con- 
sisting of  a  suitable  number  of  your  most  competent  citizens,  for  the  purpose  of 
Tisiting  the  other  nations  with  a  view  of  agreeing  upon  a  time  and  place  for  the 
assembling  of  a  constitutional  convention,  to  be  composed  of  duly  authorized  dele- 
gates representing  the  several  nations;  that  is  to  say,  a  convention  having  for  its 
purpose  the  framing  of  a  general  constitutional  government  that  will  afford  protec- 
tion to  the  Indian  owners  of  the  country.  This  is  the  first  step  looking  to  the 
formation  of  a  government  of  the  Indians  and  for  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations, 
and  the  only  course  that  gives  any  hope  of  perpetuating  our  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment. I  regard  this  as  a  step  that  should  be  taken  at  this  time,  for  united  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall.  1  now  submit  this  question  for  your  calm  and  deliberate  considera- 
tion and  for  such  action  as  your  better  Judgment  sl^all  direct. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oVt  serv't, 

ISPABHXCUEB,  /Via.  Chitf,  M,  N. 
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[Copy.] 
REPORt"  OP  THE  COMMISSION  TO  COUNCIL. 

Okmulgkk,  I.  T.,  October  5,  1897. 
To  THE  National  Council  of  the  Muscogee  Nation  : 

We  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  yonr  honorable  body  the  herewith  accompanying 
agreement,  entered  into  by  and  between  the  United  States  Commission  to  the  Five 
Civilized  Tribes,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Creek  com- 
mission in  behalf  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  Nation,  of  the  second  part.  In  view  of 
all  the  circumstances  and  perplexing  conditions,  not  necessary  to  enumerate,  the 
agreement,  we  think,  is  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  hoped  for.  It  provides  for  the 
allotment  of  our  lands  and  disposition  of  town  sites,  a  method  of  settlement  of  all 
claims,  titles  to  allotment  and  town  sites;  it  defines  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  courts,  the  limitation  of  the  power  of  the  National  Council,  and  miscellaneous 
provisions. 

The  intention  and  purpose  of  the  agreement  is  to  provide  a  method  of  distribution 
of  all  lands  belonging  to  our  nation  m  a  manner  that  will  give  each  citizen  an  equal 
share  in  the  value  of  said  lands. 

The  concessions  of  the  powers  of  government  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
Government,  provided  for,  seemed  necessary  to  meet  the  new  conditions  brought 
about  by  this  agreement. 

We  feel  gratified  to  state  that  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  showed, 
throughout  our  conference,  a  spirit  of  fairness  and  conciliatory  appreciation  of  the 
whole  range  of  matter  and  conditions  which  we  were  called  upon  to  arrange. 

Herewith  we  submit,  for  your  information,  all  the  correspondence  in  their  order, 
also  arguments  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Railroad,  Creek  Oil  and  Gas  Com- 
pany, and  Okmulgee  Oil  Company,  which  we  did  not  feel  authorized  to  consider ;  also 
a  proposition,  transmitted  to  us  through  the  United  States  Commission,  made  by  the 
principal  chief  of  the  Seminole  Nation.  Not  having  authority  to  give  this  matter 
consideration,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  honorable  body. 

Feeling  that  we  have  discharged  the  duties  entrusted  to  us  conscientiously  in  a 

manner  that  will  protect  the  interests  of  our  people,  and  with  a  spirit  of  fairness  and 

justice  to  all,  and  trusting  that  yon  will  give  it  full  and  fair  consideration  and 

approval,  we  are, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

P.  Porter,  Chairman, 

Joseph  Mingo, 

David  M.  Hodge, 

Geo.  a.  Alexander, 

his 

Roland    x    Brown, 

mark 

W.  A.  Sapulpa, 

his 

CONCHARTY     X     MiCCO, 

mark 
J.  H.  Lynch,  Secretary. 
Robert  W.  Stewart,  Interpreter, 


resolution  of  national  council. 

[Copy.] 

• 

Whereas  the  commissioners  hereto  appointed  by  the  Muscogee  Nation  to  prepare 
a  treaty  witli  the  United  States,  through  its  commissioners  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  to  present  the  same  to  the  Muscogee  Nation  through  its  National  Council 
for  ratification  or  rejection,  have  presented  an  agreement  duly  signed  by  the  said 
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commiBsioners  on  the  part  of  the  Muscogee  Nation  and  by  the  said  commiBsionen 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  dated  September  27th ,  1897;  and, 

Whereas  the  said  agreement  is  unsatisfactory  to  the  Muscogee  Nation ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Beaolvedf  By  the  national  council  of  the  Muscogee  Nation,  That  the  said  agreement 
or  treaty  is  hereby  rejected.    Be  it  further 

Beaolredf  That  a  special  joint  committee  to  be  composed  of  two  members  from  the 
House  of  Kings  and  three  members  from  the  House  of  Warriors,  to  be  selected  by  a 
vote  of  their  respective  houses,  be  created,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  prepare  an  answer 
to  the  Commission,  setting  forth  the  reasons  why  th^  National  Council  of  the  Mus- 
cogee Nation  has  rejected  the  said  agreement,  and  also  to  prepare  aud  submit  to  the 
present  session  of  the  National  Council,  to  be  submitted  to  the  United  States,  a  propo- 
sition in  relation  to  a  change  of  tribal  conditions  of  the  Muscogee  Nation  which 
shall  fully  provide  for  and  protect  all  the  needs  and  interests  of  the  said  Muscogee 
Nation. 


Adopted  unanimously. 


Concurred  in — 23  pro,  8  con. 


Approved  October  18, 1897. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


The  Skcrstary  of  the  Interior. 


Alec  Davis, 
Speaker  House  of  TTarriora  pro  tern, 
A.  P.  McKbllop,  Clerk, 

G.  A.  Alexander, 

President  House  of  Kingt. 
J.  A.  Alexander,  Clerk  pro  tern, 

ISPARHSCHBR,  Principal  Chief,  M.  X, 
S.  B.  Callahan,  Private  Secretary. 

Tams  Bixby,  Acting  Chairman. 
A.  L.  A. 


Exhibit  F. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Bureau  of  Education, 
Washington,  D,  C,  November  6, 1897. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  preliminary  report  prepared  by 
Dr.  Jackson  since  his  return  to  my  office  on  the  1st  instant.  He  gives  the  important 
items  of  a  voyage  up  the  Yukon  River  and  a  visit  to  the  gold  regions.  This  tour 
was  made  in  company  with  Mr.  Kjellmann,  the  superintendent  of  the  Reindeer  Sta- 
tion, with  special  reference  to  learning  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  successful 
employment  of  reindeer  trained  to  the  harness  for  the  purposes  of  transportation. 
Dr.  Jackson  gives  much  incidental  information  that  may  be  useful  to  Congress  in 
providing  a  scheme  of  government  for  this  region.  He  reports  that  the  increase  of 
the  herd  through  the  birth  of  fawns  during  the  past  year  has  been  nearly  500 
reindeer,  making  a  total  of  nearly  1,500  reindeer.  The  regular  annual  increase  has 
been  close  to  fifty  per  cent. 

Commencing  with  1891,  when  16  reindeer  were  purchased  from  Siberia,  the  regular 
annual  importations  have  been  as  follows:  For  1892, 171;  1893,  124;  1894,  120;  1895, 
123;  making  a  total  of  554.  The  natural  increase  has  raised  this  number  to  1,466 
reindeer.  If  the  Government  owned  two  herds  of  5,000  each  (a  wealthy  native  in 
Siberia  or  Lapland  often  owns  5,000  reindeer),  the  annual  increase  to  be  depended 
upon  would  amount  to  upward  of  4,000  reindeer,  a  sufficient  number  to  supply  the 
entire  Territory  and  keep  pace  with  its  growth.  The  plan  that  has  commended 
itself  to  this  office  for  the  distribution  of  reindeer  is  the  following:  To  supply  herds 
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of  from  100  to  200  each  to  the  several  missionary  stations  which  are  engaged  in  giv- 
ing instraction  to  the  natives  in  the  Christian  religion  and  in  prodactive  industry. 
The  most  useful  industry  for  the  average  Eskimo  or  Indian  native  of  Alaska  will 
be  that  of  herdsmen  and  teamsters  in  connection  with  the  use  of  tame  reindeer. 
The  experiment  of  distribution  has  proceeded  far  enough  to  make  it  clear  that  twenty 
or  thirty  missionary  stations  could  be  centers  of  distribution  of  reindeer  and  schools 
for  the  education  of  skilled  herdsmen  and  teamsters.  The  nearest  missionary  station 
to  the  Government  herd  at  Teller  Station  is  that  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales.  One 
hundred  and  eighteen  reindeer,  the  original  number  placed  under  their  charge,  have 
increased  in  three  years  to  367^  the  present  number.  By  payment  of  salaries  in 
reindeer  private  parties  soon  come  into  possession  of  herds  of  their  own. 

But  it  is  useless  to  distribute  the  herds  to  the  several  missionary  stations  unless 
competent  herdsmen  attend  them  as  teachers.  Our  first  experiments  with  native 
Siberian  herdsmen  did  not  prove  suoeessful.  By  personal  efforts  of  Dr.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  money  was  obtained  from  private  sources  with  which  to  procure  the  requisite 
skilled  herdsmen  from  Lapland,  and  in  1894  seven  families  arrived  and  commenced  the 
work  of  caring  for  the  Government  herd.  The  superiority  of  the  Laplander  for  the 
purpose  of  training  the  reindeer  has  become  more  clearly  manifest  every  year.  The 
mortality  among  the  fawns  in  the  birth  season  has  decreased  very  greatly  since 
the  Lapland  herdsmen  have  been  secured. 

Next  to  obtaining  a  full  supply  of  reindeer  for  two  large  Government  herds  is  the 

im]>ortancc  of  securing  a  sufficient  number  of  Lapland  herdsmen  to  supply  the 

demand  for  teachers  for  each  of  the  points  of  distribution  and  for  herdsmen  on  the 

various  lines  of  transportation.    Up  to  this  date  there  have  been  something  like 

twenty  Eskimo  who  have  acquired  skill  enough  to  furnish  valuable  assistance  in 

managing  the  herds  and  in  the  use  of  the  reindeer  for  transportation,  but  not  any  of 

them  are  sufficiently  skillful  to  take  charge  of  either  of  these  matters  independently. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be  drawn  to  this  point, 

and  that  the  appropriations  forreindeer  should  be  sufficient  not  only  to  complete  the 

two  herds  of  5,000  each,  but  to  pay  the  salaries  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Laplanders 

with  their  families.    The  number  to  be  sent  to  Alaska  in  the  spring  should  not  be 

less  than  fifty  serviceable  herdsmen  with  their  families. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Harris,  Cammi99%an0r, 
The  Secbetabt  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 

Bureau  of  Education, 

Alaska  Division, 
Washingtanf  D.  C,  November  6, 1897, 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  year  request,  I  would  respectfully  submit  a  brief  state- 
ment of  the  summer*8  work  in  Alaska.  A  full  annual  report  will  be  submitted,  aa 
usual,  later  in  the  season. 

Leaving  Washington  on  the  1st  of  June  last,  I  embarked  at  Seattle  on  the  steam- 
ship i'ariland  on  the  12th,  reaching  Unalaska  on  the  21st  and  St.  Michael  on  the  26tb. 
Two  days  en  rente  were  spent  at  Unalaska  looking  after  the  interest  of  the  school 
work  at  that  place.  At  St.  Michael  I  was  joined  by  Mr.  William  A.  Kjellmann, 
superintendent  of  the  reindeer  station,  with  whom  I  wished  to  make  an  inspection  of 
the  extent  of  the  moss  pasturage  for  reindeer  in  the  valley  of  the  Yukon. 

On  the  morning  of  July  5,  on  the  river  steamer  P.  B,  Weave,  Mr.  Kjellmann  and 
myself  started  for  the  Klondike  gold  regions  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yukon 
River.  The  same  morning  we  entered  the  north  channel  of  the  Yukon  Delta,  a  dis- 
tance of  72  miles  from  St.  Michael,  and  were  no  sooner  within  the  headlands  of  the 
river  banks  than  we  were  grounded  on  a  sand  bar,  where  the  steamer  remained 
twenty-four  hours  until  lifted  off  by  the  tide. 


v%iu      HV't'^fUr  *>r  THL  tiE  lar^iiY  of  tttk  nmsRiOB. 

I  hi  ,Ui\t  1  ^•*  *Mil*'<l  ttl  AiitirtMJiM:.  I  «uiil  oiiriTf^  aettiiHncnt  of  k»|^  lioiiM6,216 
tHll».M  l»HM<  Hi*-  M»«M«il»  v1  lUr  r?vw.  Till*  -Ilii^  Iia*  oome  into  specud  prominenee 
HiIm  Intt  (lif"ii|f)»  (l»«  lu'i  ihi<i  tii«  Imtt*^  -smmotirtatiiin.  compaiiies  hare  made  it  a 
jIhhMl'  (Ml'  jMorUlMH*  trh»'l»  ili«n-  ifv»ir*  nmfciiit  "»  ts&ka  to  the  mininf^  settlemente  up 
flu  (iut,  III  ihf  M*'iE)j^>'*'')'"*'<i  tii  liiitt 'v'iliucB' wasasBd  pina  trees  began  to  appear 
Mlhhii  ll»».  lHi»tl»»  Mf  iIm'  *n«ui  riv«r. 

t*|iMM  thn  P«h,  th«  vni»jc»"  yf  liiprnnrvfr  i::*  miiu*  wa»  reachetL  Thia  Tillage  for 
UtUM  ^MMW  !»•♦•  (»MPM  !h»"  •^^i  oi  a  Mujiwciii  «^  «&»  <ic««k  Catholic  Oliiireh,  and  ii 

I  *\M  H\6  ilu»  iMH  1 V  IH»M  iilriu  of  the  i^ih  of  J^>  ^*  fetched  Koeexeftki  (410  miles), 
Mh>  Ml  '^  hI  ♦♦  ll»MOl«lilHtf  miMiofi  of  the  Boauo  Catiu>ae  Chvreli.  Sixhosn  later  our 
«t,.uu».»  M'Hrtf  AiniK  (4f>7iiilh-ii),tlje»eatof  afloariahiDgmiaaionoftbePtoteataiit 

AV  it«lth«UJ«l,  'uis  M>,  w^miMlo*  call  at  Nnlato  (648  miles).  This  is  a  large  Indian 
\  \\\'\iss*  w  \\U  w  »ui»«iou  of  the  Homaii  Catholio  Church,  near  the  site  of  what  was 
«iMi  I.  \\  hnuu  \  i\U\  liiiottiau  I  null  tin  post.  Near  by  is  the  month  of  the  Kojnknk 
lihM.  u  MilailaiA  l«»  ih**  Yukon  IVom  the  north.  This  river  has  been  ascended  GOO 
11,1  Im  ii>  ntt  iwu«»i ,  uhil  w  ith  tta  vuriouB  tributaries  is  known  to  be  rich  in  gold. 

Uii  llio  I  Jill  (tl  .liii.v  wb  uunUi  a  call  at  8t.  James  Missiou,  of  the  Episcopal  Cbarch 
I  im  I.  AiliMiiit  liu  lliit  (lilt  luiipa),  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  and  a  little  sonth  of 
Mil'  uitiiill)  ul  iitu  runiuiii  Uiver,  on<)  of  the  largest  trihutaries  of  the  Yukon.  This 
«|it3'Mu  in  Miihl  Ui  ha  ritth  in  gold.  At  St.  James  Mission  we  received  a  few  copies  of 
Mil  uiiuuul  niiWHpa|>er  known  as  The  Yukon  Press,  the  only  paper  published  in  the 
Vitili:>  (>t'  Uiu  Yukon  at  that  time.  The  same  evening  we  stopped  at  the  new  trad- 
ing blution  Nuklukahyet,  opposite  the  month  of  the  Tanana  River  (897  miles). 

i:iii  ly  in  tho  morning  of  July  14  we  reached  Munook  Creek  (1,075  miles).  This 
c;iiti:k  huH  sincti  become  famons  as  a  second  ^'Klondike,"  and  will,  probably,  when 
iitldiumtion  is  received  this  "winter  from  that  distant  region,  be  fonnd  to  contain 
tliu  iui  gest  American  population  in  Alaska.  When  I  was  there  in  July  it  consisted 
ul  one  log  Htore  building,  two  or  three  small  log  cabins,  and  a  dozen  tents.  Twenty- 
uiiu  men  were  at  work  in  the  mines,  6  miles  distant.  By  September  there  were 
HUN  oral  hundred  men  in  the  new  camp.  The  town  had  been  platted  and  real  estate 
oHicirs  were  doing  a  '' booming"  business.  It  is  in  the  vicinity  of  this  new  mining 
camp  that  Captain  Ray,  U.  S.  A.,  has  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  military 
ptmt.  The  place  has  been  named  Ramparts,  as  Munook  Creek  is  about  midway 
bf.twcen  the  upper  and  lower  end  of  a  section  of  the  Yukon  River  known  as  the 
Humparts,  where  the  river  breaks  through  a  range  of  mountains. 

At  midnight,  July  15,  we  reached  Fort  Yukon  (1,353  miles).  This  is  a  historic 
place,  having  been  a  trading  station  of  the  celebrated  Hudsons  Bay  Fur  Company 
for  half  a  century.  A  large  cemetery  near  the  ruins  of  the  old  post  is  a  touching 
reminiler  of  the  days  when  this  trading  post  under  the  Arctic  Circle  was  the  center 
(if  law  and  civilization  for  all  that  vast  region.  It  was  the  frontier  line  where  the 
employees  of  the  all-powerful  Hudsons  Bay  Fur  Company  met  and  contended  with 
tins  employees  of  the  equally  powerful  Russian -American  Fur  Company,  backed  by 
thnir  rcHpective  Governments,  in  the  strife  for  the  possession  of  a  continent. 

July  16  we  reached  Circle  City  (1,394  miles).*  Twelve  months  before,  this  place 
had  a  population  of  2,0(X)  or  3,000.  When  the  tidings  came  of  the  rich  find  on 
titii  Klondike  lost  spring,  the  entire  population  forsook  the  place  and  hastened  to 
Klouilike,  and  hundreds  of  good  comfortable  log  cabins  were  emptied.  The  largest 
HUgre^ution  of  good  log  buildings  at  any  one  place  in  Alaska  is  at  Circle  City.  The 
lug  reniiliMice  ooiuipied  by  the  North  American  Transportation  and  Trading  Company 
Is  Muid  to  have  rest  $20,(XX),  and  that  of  the  Alaska  Commeroial  Company  $15,000. 
I'ltun  I'^o't  Hamlin  to  Circle  City,  a  distance  of  over  200  miles,  the  river  widens  out 
\\\  a  luUi^  ''5  miles  wide,  filled  with  islands  and  shallow  channels.  It  was  along  this 
aUolt'h  of  water,  known  as  the  "Yukon  Flats,"  that  the  difficulty  was  experienced 
\\\\\  tutf  the  summer  of  carrying  provisions  to  the  mining  camps  at  Circle  City,  Forty- 
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Mile  Creek,  and  Dawson.    During  September  any  yessel,  or  craft,  or  barge,  drawing 
over  16  inches  of  water  was  unable  to  cross  the  flats. 

Fort  Cudahy,  on  the  north  side  of  Forty-Mile  Creek,  and  **  Forty-Mile"  village,  on 
the  sonth  side  (1,596  miles),  were  reached  July  23.  These  villages  are  on  the  Cana- 
dian side  of  the  international  boundary  line,  and  at  the  former  is  a  stockade  post 
occupied  by  the  Canadian  mounted  police. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  July  25  we  reached  Dawson,  1,650  miles  from  St.  Michael. 
This  is  the  village  and  supply  station  for  the  celebrated  Klondike  mines.  Four 
thousand  people  were  in  the  village,  mainly  living  in  canvas  tents. 

Retracing  our  steps  from  Dawson  down  the  river,  on  the  27th  of  July  our  steamer, 
drawing  36  inches  of  water,  went  hard  aground  on  a  sand  bar,  where  we  remained 
until  August  15,  when  we  were  taken  off  by  the  steamer  J.  J.  Healy,  Continuing 
our  journey  down  the  river  on  the  steamer  Healy,  we  reached  St.  Michael  August  24, 
having  been  nearly  two  months  making  the  trip  from  St.  Michael  to  Dawson  and 
return — a  journey  usually  made  without  mishaps  in  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  United  States  revenue-cutter  Bear  reached  St.  Michael  on  the  30th  of  August, 
and  through  the  courtesy  of  Captain  Tuttle  I  was  permitted  to  move  my  head- 
quarters to  that  vessel. 

September  14  the  revenue-cutter  Corwin  arrived  with  dispatches  for  the  Bear,  On 
the  16th  the  Btar  sailed  with  me  for  a  visit  to  the  Teller  Reindeer  Station,  Cape 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  new  purchase  station. at  St.  Lawrence  Bay,  ratuming  to 
St.  Michael  on  the  23d.  Changing  my  quarters  from  the  cutter  Bear  to  the  cutter 
Corwin,  I  was  given  a  passage  by  Captain  Herring  to  San  Francisco,  where  we 
arrived  October  13. 

The  summer  has  been  a  memorable  one  because  of  the  excitement  created  by  the 
rich  gold  discoveries  of  last  winter  on  the  Klondike.  I  was  at  St.  Michael  the  1st 
of  July,  when  the  returning  miners,  with  their  valuable  packages  of  gold  dust, 
reached  that  port  en  route  to  the  States,  and,  later,  in  the  fall,  when  thousands  of 
miners  reached  St.  Michael  from  the  States  en  route  to  the  Klondike  mines.  As  in 
all  large  movements  of  population  without  time  for  perfecting  plans,  there  was  great 
waste  and  hardship.  Vessels  that  had  been  long  condemned  as  unfit  for  the  carrying 
of  passengers  were  chartered  and  sent  with  passengers  from  the  Pacific  Coast  porta 
to  St.  Michael.  Several  of  these  vessels  were  originally  built  as  river  steamers,  and 
after  being  condemned  as  unfit  for  further  service,  even  on  inland  waters,  were 
allowed  to  proceed  into  the  ocean  loaded  with  passengers. 

In  one  instance  a  ferryboat  that  had  been  condemned  as  unsound,  even  for  carry- 
ing soap  across  a  small  inland  bay  from  manufactory  to  warehouse,  was  sent  to  St. 
Michael.  A  number  of  transportation  companies  suddenly  sprang  into  existence,  and 
ocean  vessels  were  chartered  to  bring  their  passengers  to  St.  Michael,  at  which  place 
they  expected  to  build  small  steamers  or  barges  for  the  ascending  of  the  Yukon  River. 
I  believe  in  no  single  instance  did  any  such  expedition  during  the  entire  season  reach 
its  destination  at  Dawson.  Some  of  them  were  stranded  at  St.  Michael,  others  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  others  still  are  now  frozen  up  along  the  lower  Yukon. 
The  only  parties  reaching  the  Klondike  by  the  mouth  of  the  river  were  those  that 
took  the  steamers  of  the  North  American  Transportation  and  Trading  Company  or 
of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  two  powerful  corporations  that  had  been  pro- 
viding steamers  and  experimenting  for  several  years  before  this  sudden  rush  was 
thrown  upon  them. 

My  observation  at  the  various  mining  camps  along  the  river,  and  my  conversation 
with  miners  that  had  been  from  one  to  several  years  in  the  country,  and  a  personal 
inspection  of  gold  dust  brought  out  by  various  persons,  have  led  me  to  feel  that  the 
public  statements  of  the  richness  of  the  mines  clustered  around  the  Klondike  have 
not  been  exaggerated,  and  that  there  are  much  larger  areas  of  mineral  lands  in 
Alaska  than  in  the  Northwest  Territory  of  Canada.  The  extent  of  the  gold-bearing 
belt  in  Alaska  is  so  great,  that  rich  placer  mines  will  probably  continue  to  be  found 
for  many  years  to  come.    I  further  had  evidence  of  the  existence  of  valuable  quartz 
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l»#^^  U'^tt.**^  of  f^'.UAfMT  trsiri'-d  to  banieM  woald  have  bam  bow  in  the  ec^nntTT 
U0  u^mX  x.» m  «^»^f%tfU'  y  iiowtgvtrTf  then  ar«  at  the  present  time  30  deer  tnioed  t« 
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f«mu%  WMH  that  hav**,  l«$iftrfi<^4  Ui  drive  and  handle  the  animals. 

*i\$ti  tff\y^tuti{  \mr\mm*.  for  which  dofiiestic  reindeer  were  brought  Into  Alaska  from 
MMi^ia  was  Ut  provliln  a  new  fo<Mi  supply  and  a  new  means  of  support  for  tbe 
Knkntut,  Hilt  tb«  tWututvi'rj  of  valuable  dcfposits  of  gold,  and  the  rapid  influx  of 
wUitm  s«ttl«is,  Imvii  tnadn  tho  n^iudeer  as  much  of  a  necessity  to  the  white  man  as  to 
tb<?  Iijdiaii.  VVItli  liiiiouisd  fanllltlos  of  transportation  by  steamer  up  the  rivers, 
and  p«rbaps  liKtriMUHMl  farllltli'i*  ft'om  one  or  two  trunk  lines  of  railroads  into  the 
noiiiitry,  tliwro  will  sMll  bo  iiii  tirj(ont  necessity  for  the  importation  of  reindeer  in 
jarun  iiuriilH«r«|  tliorn  will  be  thtiusands  of  mines  distant  from  the  navigable  rivers 
Hiid  Troiii  rallrtmd  ommiuniioatlon  that  can  only  secure  adequate  supplies  of  provision 
by  imiiiii*  i»f  ieliMlo»»i'  im«n|M>rtiUion  tram  depots  of  supplies^  either  on  the  great 

•rodomoii«ha<i»  t^i  lh<»  Am<*rlow\  population  of  Alaska  the  utility  of  the  reindeer 
AH  ti  t»i^rt«t  of  bMi>l0M,  A  U\^\  trip  waa  made  during  the  five  winter  months  of  tho 
wlnii*v  M  \^M\  ^u  <^n  «\^^  xx  ^»i^^^»  ^^  »lwl  Journey  with  deer  was  Uken,  coTering  a  dis- 
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mining  region  has  liuddenly  awakened  to  their  importance  for  the  development  of 
the  mines. 

Every  few  miles  in  the  Yukon  Valley  we  passed  fishing  camps  of  natives,  the  mn 
of  salmon  being  unnsnally  lurge. 

I  found  the  Klondike  to  be  the  focus  of  the  immigration  into  that  region,  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  all  the  mines  along  that  stream  and  its  tributaries  were  staked  out 
and  claimed  before  tbe  news  had  reacbed  the  outside  world,  ho  that  tbe  great  increase 
of  miners  necessitated  their  develf»ping  other  streams  and  regions,  but  fortunately 
those  were  near  by.  Wherever  a  prospector  him  experimented  on  the  streams  and 
creeks,  not  only  in  the  Yukon  Valley  but  also  on  the  streams  north  of  the  Arctic 
Circle  running  into  the  Arctic  Ocean,  as  well  as  a  number  of  the  great  streams 
running  south  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  evidences  of  g<dd  deposits  have  been  fimnd, 
making  Alabka  probably  tbe  largest  field  of  gold  depoHit  in  the  world.  The  scarcity 
of  provisions  native  to  the  country,  the  rigorous  winters  and  hot  summers,  with  the 
plague  of  mosquitoes,  the  frozen  subsoil,  winter  and  summer,  containing  the  golden 
deposits,  make  the  working  of  these  mines  and  tbe  securing  of  tbe  gold  a  life  of 
great  hardship  and  sufi*ering— a  life  that  threatens  the  ruin  of  the  health,  and,  in 
many  cases,  will  lead  to  death  itself. 

That  great  region,  with  its  rapidly  growing  population,  is  practically  without 
law  or  government.  Two  or  three  deputy  collectors  of  customs  are  expected  to 
watch  a  valley  1,600  miles  long,  without  any  provision  being  made  for  their  getting 
3  miles  from  home.  Two  United  States  Commissioners  are  expected  to  dinpense  law 
in  a  regien  as  large  as  all  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  north  of 
the  Ohio.  Murders  have  been  committed  during  tbe  past  season  of  which  no  official 
recognition  has  been  taken,  or  any  official  inquiry  made  concerning  them.  Crimes 
and  misdemeanors  go  unpunished  because  of  tbe  great  expense  of  taking  criminals 
and  witnesses  a  year  from  their  families  and  business  to  the  United  States  district 
court  at  Sitka,  some  2,000  to  3,000  miles  away.  It  is  very  important  that  Iho  coming 
Congress  shall  enact  the  legislation  necessary  to  throw  tbe  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  courts  over  life  and  property  in  that  distant  region. 

I  found  the  four  herds  of  reindeer  in  a  prospering  condition.  During  the  last 
spring  466  fawns  were  bom,  making  the  total  number  on  the  Ist  of  July  last  1,466. 
In  connection  with  the  training  school  10  Eskimo  have  been  under  training  in  the 
management,  driving,  and  care  of  the  deer. 

The  Government  schools,  as  well  as  schools  of  several  missionary  societies,  are  in 
a  prospering  condition. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Sheldon  Jackson, 

General  Agent  of  Edaoation  for  Alaeka. 
Hon.  W.  T.  Harris, 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Exhibit  G. 

REPORT  OP  THE  ASSISTANT  ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Attornky-Gkneral, 

Washinglon,  November  12,  1897. 

Snt :  I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  work  done  by  this  office  during  the  past 
year— to  wit,  beginning  November  1, 1896,  and  ending  October  31,  1897 : 

Upon  the  date  of  the  lust  annual  report  of  this  office  (October  26,  1896),  Hon.  W. 
A.  Little,  who  had  entered  upon  his  duties  May  1, 1896,  resigned.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Lionberger,  whose  resignation,  tendered  upon  the  incoming  of  the 
IKT  97 X 
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MsRk  a  lST,oB  vUek  date  tb»  »ppomtiiient  of 


TW  le^  force  of  ihi*  o5<«  i$  i^ccupkd  B&inlT  with  matten  ariBing  under  the 
land  Uw»  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  preenption  and  timber-ealtare  laws  wen 
lepeakd  b j  a^  of  Marth  3,  li^l ;  but  a  lar^ge  number  of  qoestiona  ariaing  upon  the 
offer  to  make  final  proof  nnder  those  lawa  are  continnallT  coming  before  the  Depui- 
meni.  Much  more  nnmcTooa.  howerer,  are  the  caees  arising  under  the  laws  lelstioe 
to  homesteads,  timber  lands,  mineral  lands,  desert  lands,  school  lands,  swamp  landi, 
and  railroad  grants,  etc. 

In  these  casea  the  decisions  an  originally  rendered  by  the  r^isteia  and  receiTeiB 
of  the  several  land  districts.  If  the  decisions  of  those  ofiBcers  are  not  satisfsctoiy 
an  appeal  is  taken  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  if  the  party,  or  in  case  of  contest 
either  or  any  of  the  parties  is  still  dissatisfied,  a  liirther  appeal  is  taken  to  the 
Department.  The  examination  of  the  records  and  the  preparation  of  decisions  for  the 
•ignatoie  of  the  Secretary  is  a  part  of  the  work  derolTing  upon  this  oflSce.  Dnrinr 
the  year  from  November  1, 1896,  to  October  31, 1897,  decisions  have  been  prepared 
in  951  cases  of  the  character  above  described. 

If  the  party  or  either  of  the  parties  in  a  case  are  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of 
the  Department,  a  motion  for  a  review  may  be  filed  and  a  review  be  granted  in  esse 
sufficient  reason  is  shown.  Upon  the  appointment  o f  e  very  Secretary  o f  the  Interior 
there  is  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  motions  for  review  filed  by  parties  who 
hope  that  a  change  in  the  heads  of  the  Department  may  resnlt  in  a  change  in  the 
decision  of  their  casea.  This  has  proved  doobly  disadvantageous  to  the  Department 
daring  the  past  year. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Hon.  David  R.  Francis,  on  September  1, 1896,  a  large 
oamber  of  motions  for  review  of  decisions  rendered  by  his  predecessor  were  filed, 
most  of  which  could  not  be  disposed  of  by  Secretary  Francis  and  therefore  came  up 
for  consideration  and  decision  by  the  Department  since  your  appointment.  In  like 
manner,  upon  the  retirement  of  Secretary  Francis  there  were  a  large  nnmber  of 
motions  for  review  of  decisions  made  during  his  administration,  which  have  been 
almost  entirely  disposed  of.  The  total  number  of  motions  for  review  or  rehearing 
decided  during  the  year  ending  October  31 ,  1897,  was  376. 

The  nature  of  the  work  of  this  office  during  the  past  year  has  differed  somewhat 
in  one  important  respect  from  that  of  previous  years.  An  increasingly  large  prt^ 
«nrf  inn  ofthe  caMS  hM  becu  of  a  character  that  necessiUted  the  examination  of  a 
portion  of  the  cases  f^  j^  ^„e  case,  to  which  the  State  of  Washington  was 

Tolummon.  mass  of  t^stimo^  y^^  ^^.^^^^  ^^^^.^^  ^  fortnight,  and  a  thL  days' 
a  party,  the  mere  reaaing  ^^^^^^  ^^^  Assistant  Attomey-Qeneral  and  two  of  the 
hearing  therein  vw  "  .^  ^^^  ^^  has  occupied  more  than  a  month's  time  of  those 
assistant  attorneys-        ^^  examination  and  decision. 

imme<liately  ^"fi^f  J^tbe  cases  appealed  from  Oklahoma,  involving  the  question 
A  large  propor"^"  ^  ^^  homestead  claims  or  town  lots,  are  accompanied  by 
of  priority  of  settled  ^^  ^timony.  In  three  of  these  cases,  decided  within  the 
several  hnndred  P»r  .j^n  of  the  testimony  has  occupied  more  than  a  fortnight,  and 
past  year,  tbo  e^**"!"  „,igbt  be  enumerated  which  required  at  least  a  week's  dill- 
bet  ween  fllty  ^o^*'*  ^  ^^       ^^    ^ 

gent  labor.  ^^  ootning  before  the  Department  on  appeal  or  on  review, 

The  decision  «f  ^•'Torlinl^*  *^^  *  ®  ^^^^  ""^  ^^'^  ''®*^®-  There  is  a  large  amount 
however,  by  n«  «•**'**  iigneou*  character,  such  as  petitions  for  certiorari,  railroad 
of  b««iuw«'  of  •  '«*'^^.ne  for  -"^^7*'  .*°^  mterlocntory  proceedings  in  cases  pend- 
acyustm^nt*,  ^P^J^]^  •^^^  ^''^^''''  ""^  *^"  character  has  been  taken  in  699 
1  IvaIv^*^  the  l^v^ 
J^,^  ^^.Oeneral  is  also  frequently  caUed  upon  by  the  Secretary  or 

Th^  Kssi*ta«^^  J^^^tit*'*^*  ^*^^  *"  opinion,  to  be  submitted  in  writing,  upon  sub- 
weof  thew*»»**'**'^\s,  |>en«^®°"'  Indians,  Indian  claims,  Government  parks  or 
Jecte  r<sl*titt«  <*  '^^ 
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reserYations,  and  the  Paciflo  railroads.  The  preparation  of  these  opinions  involves 
much  labor  and  research  on  the  part  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  and  the 
members  of  the  law  force  designated  for  that  duty,  inasmuch  as  snch  opinions  are 
only  called  for  where  difficult  and  intricate  qaestions  of  law  are  involyed. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1897|  there  have  been  published  two  Yolumes 
(XXIII  and  XXIV),  of  625  and  619  pages,  respectively,  containing  such  of  the 
departmental  decisions  rendered  during  that  period  as  involve  leading  and  import- 
ant principles  of  law  or  practice.  The  advantage  that  accrues,  to  the  assistant 
attorneys  of  this  office  and  to  those  interested  in  such  questions,  by  having  snob 
decisions  in  printed  form  for  purposes  of  reference,  is  obvious. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Willis  Van  DsvAirrER, 

A$$i9tant  Attomeif'OmuriU. 

The  SXCRBTABY  OF  THK  INTERIOR. 
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Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  4, 1897, 

Sib  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  as  the  annual  report 
of  this  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1897 : 

The  operations  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  for  that  period  have  been  carried  on  with  the  aid  of  the 
offices  of  the  surveyors-general  in  17  surveying  districts  and  the  regis- 
ters' and  receivers'  offices  in  115  land  districts.  For  details  of  the 
business  in  these  offices  reference  is  made  to  the  reports  in  full  of 
the  several  surveyors-general  and  to  the  tabulated  statements  showing 
the  business  transacted  in  the  district  land  offices,  which  are  given 
elsewhere.  There  is  here  presented  a  summary  of  the  official  business 
for  the  fiscal  year,  with  other  matter  deemed  proper  for  consideration 
in  connection  therewith. 

The  result  shows,  as  compared  with  the  last  fiscal  year,  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  original  homestead  entries  of  3,208,  and  of  378,625.17 
in  acres.  In  the  final  homestead  entries  an  increase  of  16  is  shown, 
but  in  the  number  of  acres  embraced  therein  a  decrease  appears  of 
11,838.35. 

There  also  appears  in  the  entire  disposals  of  public  land  during  the 
fiscal  year,  as  comi)ared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year,  a  falling  off  of 
5,370,406  acres  and  in  the  cash  receipts  of  $18,430.39. 
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INDIAN  LANDS. 

Acrtsfi.  Acrca. 

Cherokee 280.48 

Klamath " 561.41 

Ute 16,483.19 

Osage  tmst  and  diminished  reserve 1, 808. 21 

Kansas  trust  and  diminished  reserve 160. 00 

New  York 163.72 

Chippewa 65,582.18 

Ponca 328.06 

Omaha 80.00 

Sioux 62.66 


85,509.91 


Grand  total 7,839,116.66 


RECAPITULATION. 

Area  sold  for  cash 419,052.02 

Miscellaneous  entries 7,334,554.73 

Indian  lands a5,509.91 


Aggregate 7,839,116.66 

Showing  a  decrease  of  5,370,406  acres  as  compared  with  the  aggregate  of  disposals 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnue  30,  1896. 

The  foregoing  does  not  include  the  following  entries,  the  areas  of 
which  have  been  previoasly  reported  in  the  original  entries  of  the 
respective  classes: 

Acres. 

Comninted  homesteads,  Indian  lands,  Sac  and  Fox 1, 974. 47 

Commuted  homesteads  (sec.  2301,  Bevised  Statutes) 160, 381. 20 

Commuted  timber-culture  entries  (act  March  3, 1891) 11, 317. 23 

Final  desert-land  entries 97,443.36 

Final  homestead  entries 2,778,404.20 

Final  timber-culture  entries. 749, 127. 69 

Other  areas  consisting  of  military  bounty  land  warrants,  etc 7, 063. 21 

Total 3,805,711.36 

The  filings  and  fees  thereon  are  stated  in  the  annexed  table: 


Kind  of  filings. 


Preemption * 

HoroeHtoad 

ConI 

Valentino  Acrip 

Town  site 

M  iiiera]  applications 

TinilxT  ana  stone  applifiatlons. 


Total 

Mineral  adverse  claims 


Total 


Number.      Fees. 


410  I      $1,181 


234 

742 

4 

3 

1,045 

469 


4»7 

2,tM)l 

4 

9 

16. 45^) 

4,690 


Miscellaneous  fees  as  follows: 

Reducing  testimony  to  writing,  cancellation  fees,  etc $61 ,  (>;>1. 45 


REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL   LAND    OFFICE. 


DISPOSAL  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  acreage  disposed  of  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897 : 

CASH  SALES. 

Acres. 

Private  entries 4,656.00 

Public  auction 26,089.25 

Preemption  entries 18, 547. 67 

Timber  and  stone  entries 40,609.95 

Mineral-laud  entries 31,193.22 

Desert-land  entries 174, 201. 19 

Excesses  on  homestead  and  other  entries '    6,498.83 

Coal-land  entries 3,901.51 

Townsite  entries 493.76 

Supplemental  payments 27.24 

Act  of  July  23, 1866  ( 14  Stat.  L.,  sec.  7,  p.  218),  entry  20140,  David  Jacks .  167. 78 

Act  of  June  5, 1872  ( 17  Stat.  L.,  226),  sales  of  land  in  Bitter  Root  Valley.  36. 40 

Act  of  March  1, 1877  (sales  of  laud  claimed  on  account  of  school  grant) .  280. 00 

Act  of  January  13, 1881  (relief  of  certain  settlers  on  restored  railroad 

lands) 159.27 

Act  of  July,  5  1884  (disposal  of  Fort  Cameron  Military  Reservation, 

Utah) 240.00 

Act  of  March  3, 1887  (sales  of  land  claimed  on  account  railroad  grant) .  4, 270. 87 
Act  of  September  29, 1890  (forfeited  by  railroad  companies  and  sold  to 

individuals) 101,118.33 

Act  of  September  30, 1890  (extending  time  for  payment  of  homesteads 

and  preemptions) 40.00 

Act  of  February  26, 1895  (relative  to  sale  of  isolated  tracts) 1, 047. 15 

Act  of  March  1, 1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  700),  title  of  certain  lands  released  to 

purchaser 224.99 

Act  of  January  18^  1897  (disposal  of  lands  in  Greer  County,  Okla. ) 5, 248. 61 


Total 419,052.02 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Homestead  entries,  original 4,452,289.84 

Timber-culture  eutries,  original 646.60 

Entries  with— 

Military  bounty  land  warrants 1, 311. 00 

Private-land  scrip 7,185.54 

Sioux  half-breed  scrip 601.20 

Chippewa  half-breed  scrip 640.00 

State  selections 411,200.00 

Railroad  selections 1.538,464.23 

Wagon-road  selections 79,799.70 

Indian  allotments 40,302.10 

Donation  claims 1,267.50 

Small  holdings  uuder  act  March  3,  1891 173. 90 

Swamp  lands  patented 800,673.12 


2, 881, 618. 29 


Total  area  of  land  entries  and  selections 7, 753, 606. 75 
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INDIAN  LANDS. 


Cherokee 

Klamath 

Ute 

Osage  tmst  and  diminished  reserve.. 
Kansas  trnst  and  diminished  reserve. 

New  York 

Chippewa 

Ponca  

Omaha 

Sioux 


Acron. 

280.48 

561.41 

16, 483. 19 

1, 808. 21 

160.00 

163.72 

65, 582. 18 

328.06 

80.00 

62.66 


Acrca. 


85,509.91 


Grand  total. 7,839,116.66 


RECAPITULATION. 

Area  sold  for  cash 419,052.02 

Miscellaneons  entries 7,334,554.73 

Indian  lands 85,509.91 


Aggregate 7,839,116.66 

Showing  a  decrease  of  5,370,406  acres  as  compared  with  the  aggregate  of  disposals 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896. 

The  foregoing  does  not  include  the  following  entries,  tlie  areas  of 
which  have  been  previously  reported  in  the  original  entries  of  the 
respective  classes: 

Acres. 

Comninted  homesteads,  Indian  lands,  Sac  and  Fox 1, 974. 47 

Commnted  homesteads  (sec.  2301,  Revised  Statutes) 160, 381. 20 

Commuted  timber- culture  entries  (act  March  3, 1891) 11, 317. 23 

Final  desert-land  entries 97,443.36 

Final  homestead  entries 2,778,404.20 

Final  timber-culture  entries 749, 127. 69 

Other  areas  consisting  of  military  bounty  land  warrants,  etc 7, 063. 21 

Total 3,805,711.36 

The  filings  and  fees  thereon  are  stated  in  the  annexed  table: 


Kind  of  filings. 


Preemption * 

Homciitead 

Conl 

Valentino  ftcrip 

Town  Bite 

W  ineral  applications 

Timber  nna  stone  npplirAtions. 


Total 

Mineral  adverse  claims 


Tot:il 


Number. 


410 

234 

742 

i 

3 

1,645 

469 


Miscellaneous  fees  as  follows : 

Redacing  testimony  to  writing,  cancellation  fees,  etc 


Fees. 


$1. 181 

4U7 

2,201 

4 

0 

16.45') 

4,690 


$61,(«>4.45 
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CASH  RECEIPTS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  cash  receipts  of  the  Oflfice  from 
varions  sources  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897 : 

Sales  of  land  at  prirate  entry $6,844.69 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 40,283.^ 

Sales  of  land  by  preemption  entry 24, 582. 68 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  land 101^  525. 26 

Sales  of  mineral  land 134,122.50 

Sales  of  desert  land 147,752.45 

Commuted  homesteads,  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes 223, 891. 73 

Excesses  on  homesteads  and  other  entries 9, 241. 73 

Commuted  timber-culture  entries  ( act  March  3, 1891 ) 14, 593. 21 

Sales  of  coal  lands 51,129.10 

Sales  of  town  sites 667.20 

Sales  of  town  lots 1,526.00 

Sales  of  abandoned  military  reservations 132. 03 

Graduation  act 125.33 

Supplemental  payments 1, 283. 28 

Homestead  cash  entries  (Oklahoma) 2,263.86 

Competitive  bids 3. 00 

Cash  substitution 200.00 

Act  of  July  23,  1866  (14  Stat.  L.,  sec.  7,  p.  218),  entry  No.  20140,  David 

Jacks 209.73 

Act  of  J  line  5, 1872  ( 17  Stat.  L.,  226),  sales  of  land  in  Bitter  Root  Valley .  45. 50 

Act  of  March  1, 1877  (sales  of  land  claimed  on  account  of  school  grant) .  350. 00 
Act  of  January  13,  1881  (relief  of  certain  settlers  on  restored  railroad 

lands) 3^.17 

Act  of  July  5, 1884  (disposal  of  Fort  Cameron  Military  Reservation) .. .  oOO. 00 

Act  of  March  3, 1887  (sales  of  lauds  claimed  on  account  railroad  grants) .  10, 389. 86 
Act  of  September  29,  1890  (forfeited  by  railroad  company  and  sold,  to 

Individuals) 124,675.13 

Act  of  September  30, 1890  (exteudiug  time  for  payment  for  homesteads 

and  preemptions) 50. 00 

Act  of  August  15, 1894  (Yankton  Sioux  and  Siletz  Indian  ceded  lands) . .  18, 372. 42 

Act  of  February  26,  1895  (relative  to  sale  of  isolated  tracts) 1, 359. 12 

Act  of  March  1, 1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  700),  title  of  cei*tain  lands  released  to 

purchasers 281. 17 

Act  of  January  18, 1897  (disposal  of  lands  iu  Greer  County,  Okla 1,312.82 

Total 917,911.19 

FEES  AND  COMMISSIONS. 

For  homestead  entries,  original  and  final $538, 533. 22 

For  timber-culture  entries,  original  and  iinal 19, 808. 57 

For  military  bounty  land  warrants 110.00 

For  agricultural  college  scrip 4.00 

For  State  selections 5, 777. 00 

For  railroad  selections 19,350.25 

For  donation  claims 55.00 

For  wagon-road  selections 1,010.00 

For  final  commissions  on  Indian  lands 535.06 

For  preemption  and  other  filings 31, 632. 00 

For  reducing  testi  mony  to  writing,  etc 61, 654. 45 

678, 479. 65 
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Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  public  land $1, 596, 380. 74 

Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  ludian  land 438, 116. 31 

Tot4il  receipts  from  timber  depredations .        33,613.97 

T(»tal  receipts  from  sales  of  Govcrament  property 8, 525. 45 

Total  receipts  for  famishing  transcripts  of  records  and  plats,  General 

Land  Office 10,694.81 

Total  cash  receipts 2,087,931.28 

The  total  cash  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1896,  were 
$2,106,361.67,  showing  a  decrease  in  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year  of  $18,430.39. 

The  total  expense  of  district  land  ofiices,  for  salaries  and  commissions 
of  registers  and  receivers,  incidental  expenses,  and  expenses  of  deposit- 
ing public  moneys  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  was 
$604,736.93,  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1896,  of  $25,541.74. 
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Number  and  cIobb  of  final  and  original  etUri€$  and  8eUction$  made  during  Ike  fitetl 

compared  with  ih€ 


Clftu  of  entry. 


FINAL  KHTEIKS. 


Priyftte 

Fablio  auction 

Preemption 

Timber  and  atone 

Mineral 

Dettertland 

Commuted  liomcateada  (sec  2301,  R.  S.) 

Commuted  tinilxar  cultarps  (act  Mar.  8, 1S9I). 
Ezceaaea  on  homeati^ad  and  other  entiiea  . . . 

Coal  lands 

Town  sites 

Town  lots 

Supplemental  payments 

Under  sundry  acts 

Homestead 

Timber  culture 

Military  bounty  Innd  warrants 

Scrip  locations  under  ttie  several  acta 

Donation  claims 

Indian  allotments 

Swamp  lands  patented • 

Final  commissions  on  Indian  caah  entries... 


Total.. 
Indian  lands 


Total. 


OBIODTAL  ENTRIES. 


Desert  land 

Homestead 

Timber  culture. 


Total 

BAILROAD,  STATE,  AND  WA   ON  BOAD  SELECTIONS. 


Bailroad 

State  (under  the  several  acts). 
Wagon  road 


Total. 


FILING  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  FEES. 


Filing  fL'CH  and  mineral  adverse  claims 

Fees  for  reducing  testimony  to  writing,  etc. 


Total. 


KECAPirULATION  BY  TOTALS. 


Final  entries 

Original  en  tries 

Railroad,  State,  and  wngon  road  selections . 
Filing  and  miscellaneous  fees 


Total 

Deduct  totals  of  increase  and  decrease. 


Net  total  of  increase  and  decreaae. 


Nnmber 
ofentriea. 


Number 
of  aore«. 


Caash  receipts. 


93 

502 

188 

357 

1,230 

564 

1,287 

85 

2,273 

36 

4 

18 

28 

758 

20,115 

4,938 

85 

219 

7 

263 


82,066 
707 


83,663 


i, 
26, 
18, 

31, 

97. 

160, 

U, 

«, 

a. 


656.00 
089.25 
547.07 
600.95 
193.22 
443.36 
381.20 
317.23 
498.83 
901.51 
493.76 


112, 

2,778, 

749, 

1, 

8, 

1. 

40, 

800. 


27.24 
833.40 
404.20 
127.69 
311.00 
600.64 
267.50 
302.10 
673.12 


Sales. 


Fees  aad 
I     commis- 
sions. 


$6,844.69 

40,283.25 

24.582.68 

101,525.26 

134. 122. 50 

104,209.28 

223, 891.  TJ 

14,503.21 

9,241.73 

61. 129. 10 

667.20 

1,526.00 

1.283.28 

160,468.11 


.1 


4,893,678.87 
85,509.91 


874,368.02 
438,716.31 


4,979,188.78 


1,203 

83,250 

5 


34,458 


9,674 

2,885 

505 


13,064 


4.167 


4.167 


33,663 

84.458 

13.064 

4.167 


174. 201. 19 

4.453,289.84 

646.60 


4.627,137.63 


1,538.464.23 

411.200.00 

79. 799. 70 


2.029.468.98 


4.979,188.78 
4.627,137.63 
2,029.463.93 


85,352 


11,635,790.84 


1.313.084.83 


$07,557.06 

19,743.57 

110.00 

4.00 

55.00 


535.06 


118.006.29 


118. 


43, 543. 17 


43,548.17 


1,818,084.83 
43,548.17 


1,856,627.50 


440,975.56 
65.00 


441,040.56 


19.350.25 
6,777.00 
1,010.00 


26,137.25 


31,682.00 
61.654.45 

93,286.45 


118.005.29 

441.040.56 

26,137.25 

93,286.45 


678.469.55 


Note.— Ket  decrease  in  number  of  final  entries,  63;  increase  of  area  in  final  entries.  626,077.86;  net 
decrease  in  original  entries,  3,774 ;  acres,  474,520.51,  of  the  claasea  of  entries  aa  shown  in  the  foregoing 
statement. 
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year  eiuiing  June  SO,  1897;  also  the  amount  of  cash  for  namcj  and  increase  or  decrease  as 
year  ending  June  SO,  1S96. 


Increase  as  compared  with  1S06. 

r 

Number 
of  entries. 

50 

>ecrea8e  as  compared  with  1890. 

Kmnber 
of  en  tries. 

Number 
of  acres. 

Cash  sales. 

Fees  and 
commis- 
sions. 

Number 
of  acres. 

Cash  sales. 
$5,056.00 

Fees  and 
commis- 
sions. 

4,572.12 

238 

10. 147. 17 

$14,892.06 

.     ...... 

207 
202 



28, 622.  67 

25,572.24 

2,002.76 

40. 100. 17 
04.830.65 

■ 

37 
56 

1,667.50 
14,070.49 

4,510.49 

552 
166 
651 

1 

76,555.71 

21, 182. 06 

1,177.23 

115.831.00 

26,023.67 

1, 405.  37 

17,852.00 

141.  30 

.............. 

••••••""■""• 

92.41 
171. 49 

2 

143. 75 

32 

"•"••"  ••--•• 

3 

641 

16 

587 

30.16 

8,132.06 

101, 087. 10 

143,402.21 

$1,310.00 
2, 330. 57 

11,838.35 

1 

87,299.67 

1 

38 

1.208.50 

$144.00 
0.00 

46 

2.040.' 36 

5 

1,507.08 

30.00 

121 

23,673.23 
521, 366. 30 

i            .   ..        1 

1 

747. 76 

! 

1,747 
106 

750,388.21 
50,057.93 

174,166.01 
224,015.80 

8,658.66 

1,016 

174,368.78 

270,464.01 

028.75 

! 

1,853 

800,446.14 

398, 181. 90 

3,658.66 

1,016 

174, 368. 78 

270,464.01 

028.75 

1 

471 

3,29K 

5 

05, 316. 05 

378, 625. 17 

570. 20 

23,838.20 

40,470.86 
GO  00 

3.774 

474, 620. 51 

23, 838. 20 

40  530  86 

33,780 
2,066 

5, 251, 126.  88 
326,367.02 

65. 558. 76 
3,740.00 

*********** 

243 

37,8U.19 

482.00 

1                                                   1 

243 

37,844.19 

482.00 

84,845 

5,577,403.00 

60, 307. 75 

341 

2.036.00 
6,417.57 

341 

8. 452. 57 

1,853 

800,446.14 

898,181.90 

3,668.66 

1,016 

8,774 

84,845 

341 

174, 368. 78 

474, 520. 51 

5, 577, 403. 00 

270, 461. 0] 
23, 838. 20 

928.75 
40, 530. 86 
60. 307. 75 

243 

87,844.19 

482.00 

8,452.57 

2.096 

838,290.83 

398,181.90 
303,802.21 

4,140.66 

40,876 
2,006 

6,226,383.10 
838,20a33 

303,302.21 

119.228.93 
4  140  fiU 

94,879.69 

38,780 

5,368,002.86 

116,088.27 
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ISSUE  OF  PATENTS  FOR  LANDS  DISPOSED  OF. 

AGRICULTURAL  PATENTS  ISSUED. 

Patents  of  the  class  donominated  agricultural  were  issued  during  tlic 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  to  the  number  of  32,087,  containing, 
approximately,  5,133,020  acres,  made  up  of  the  following,  viz : 

Cash  patents 6,461 

Homestead  patents 20,904 

Timber-culture  patents 4, 515 

Military  bounty  land  patents 55 

Agricultural  college  scrip  patents 11 

Supreme  Court  scrip  patents 4 

Surveyor-general's  scrip  patents 77 

Valentine  scrip  patents 2 

Sioux  half-breed  scrip  patents 5 

Porterfield  scrip  patents 1 

Ked  Lake  and  Pembina  scrip  patents 5 

Choctaw  scrip  patents 40 

Dodge  scrip  patents 4 

Total .• 32,087 

The  class  of  patents  embraced  in  the  above  includes  all  patents 
issued  on  final  and  commuted  homestead  entries,  on  desert  land,  tim- 
ber culture,  preemption,  privat/C  cash,  town  site,  and  other  entries, 
embracing  land  of  an  agricultural,  nonmineral  character. 

This  statement  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  patents  issued 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  of 
2,103,  and  in  the  approximate  number  of  acres  contained  therein  a 
decrease  of  336,480,  the  number  of  patents  issued  in  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1896,  having  been  34,190,  and  the  number  of  acres  con- 
tained therein  approximating  5,470,400. 

MINERAL  PATENTS. 

Of  mineral  and  mill-site  patents  1,085  were  issued,  as  against  1,476 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  a  decrease  of  391.  Of  coal 
patents  32  were  issued,  as  against  61  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  a 
decrease  of  29,  and  including  an  area  of  3,606.59  acres,  as  against  an 
area  for  the  previous  fiscal  year  of  6,885.77  iicres,  or  a  decrease  of 
3,279.18  acres. 


^ 
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111  the  following  table  are  shown  the  States  and  Territories  in  which 
mineral  and  mill-site  and  coaMand  patents  were  issued. 


State  or  Territory. 

Coal 
land. 

Area  in 
acres. 

1 

AlMka 

r 

Arizona 

A  rk^nsAB  ^  ^ . .  .^  ^ . 

:::::::::: 

California .......... 

1 

4 

40 

Colorado 

470.83 

Florida 

Idaho  

Montana 

5 



440 

Nevada 

New  Mexico 

13 
1 

1 

],  780.25 
120 

Ore^^on 

North  Dakota 

80 

Sonth  Dakota 

Utah 

3 

I 

355.51 

WaAhinffton 

120 

Wvominir .- 

200 

Total 

32 

3,006.59 

Mineral 
nnd 

mill-Bite. 


2 

27 

3 

74 

577 

2 

42 

157 

22 

5 

14 

"«i 

78 

10 

8 


1,065 


The  mineral  and  mill-site  patents  issued,  1,085  in  number,  as  above 
shown,  embrace  2,026  mineral  and  mill-site  claims,  and  an  area  of 
28,756.472  acres. 

RAILROAD  LANDS  PATENTED. 

There  were  patented  (or  certified  with  the  effect  of  patenting)  for 
the  benefit  of  railroad  companies  under  Ooufrressional  grants  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  5,101,969.31  acres,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Name  of  railroad. 


Atlantic  and  Pacific 

St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Sonthei'n 

Central  Branch  Union  Pacific 

Central  Pacific  (proper) 

Do 

Uo 

Do 

Central  Pacific  (snccessor  to  CiUifomiaand  Oregon).. 

Union  Pacific  (BuccoMor  to  Denver  Pacific) 

Florida  Central  and  Peninsular 

Gnlf  and  Ship  laland 

Haatings  and  Dakota 

Chicajco,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

New  Orleans  Pacific 

Northern  Pacific , 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Vickabarg.  Shreveport  and  Pacific 

Oregon  and  California 

Oregon  and  California  (suceeaaor  to  Oregon  Central) . 

Selma,  Rome  andDalton 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

South  and  North  Alabama 

Southern  Pacific  (mainline) 

Southern  Pacific  (branch  line) 

Union  Pacific  (proper) 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Union  Pacific  (aucoessor  to  Kansas  Pacific) 

Do 

Wisconsin  Central 


Where  located. 


Total 


New  Mexico.. 

Arkansas 

Kansas 

California.... 

Nevada 

Utah 

Idaho 

California.... 

Colorado 

Florida 

Mississippi . . . 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

Louisiana 

Minnesota 

North  Dakota. 

Montuia 

Idaho 

Oregon 

Washington . . 

Louisiana 

Oregon 

Alabama 

Minnesota 

Alabama 

California  .... 

do 

Nebraska 

Utah 

Wyoming 

Colorado 

Kansas 

Colorado 

Wisconsin 


Number  of 
acreH. 


200.  (H) 

6. 012. 00 

881.15 

42, 074. 02 

101, 8M.  82 

285,858.31 

8,094.24 

13.504.36 

104,827.00 

30,  640. 03 

27, 331. 88 

0, 785. 30 

120.00 

1, 335. 77 

113.138.29 

10.65n.(K) 

571,401.46 

49. 378. 76 

40.00 

178, 665. 73 

8. 780. 38 

105. 535. 31 

11, 153. 46 

350.17 

113.62 

241. 21 

80,388.31 

32, 960. 01 

095, 455. 09 

255, 120. 67 

904, 040. 84 

471. 256. 66 

423,371.41 

122.514.61 

29,  700. 95 


5.1(11.960.31 
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As  against  an  area  patents  to  railroads  during  the  preceding  fiscal 
year  of  15,527,844.98,  showing  a  decrease  of  10,425,875.67  acres. 


SWAMP-LAND  PATENTS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  acreage  of  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  and  swamp-land  indemnity  lands  patented  daring  the  fiscal  yeiir 
ending  June  30, 1897 ;  also  the  acreage  reported  to  this  OfQce  as  elainied 
or  selected  by  the  several  States  to  which  the  swamp  laws  have  been 
extended,  and  the  acreage  of  selections  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  during  the  same  period.  There  is  also  added  the  total 
acreage  certified  and  patented  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
earliest  of  the  swamp-land  grants  to  June  30, 1897 : 

Sioamp  lands  and  swamp-land  indemnity  lands  sdeeiedf  approved,  and  patented  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897;  also  the  total  number  of  acres  patented  siuoe  the  dates 
of  the  grants. 


Swamp  lands. 

Swamp-land  Indemnity  lands. 

Total  pat- 
ented sinoe 
dates  of 
grants. 

State. 

Selected. 

Approved. 

Patents. 

Selected. 

Certified. 

Patented. 

^likliAnift .... 

Acres. 

Aeret. 
74.60 

Acrss. 

Acres. 

Aerts. 

Aerss. 

Aerta. 
433,282.52 
7,674,165.16 
1,745,938.80 
17,143.8^.23 
1,458,547.29 
1.258,143.0s 
1,188,45189 

8,712.969.38 

321,857.02 

5. 675  544. 94 

ArkftiiBiiB . . . 

California . 

133.147.69 

367,543.43 

2, 821. 90 

280.00 

793.78 

Florida 

742.82 

8, 298^  326. 86 

1,664.00 

847.88 

189.30 

72.87 

lUinoia 

Indiana 

Xopra     . . 

40.00 

Louisiana : 
Act  of  1849. 

Actofl850. 

887.66 

627.04 

534.47 

300, 120. 68 

823.03 

1,924.18 

1,039.92 

1,206.04 

Mich  iff  an 

MinnAAOtAi 

68, 611. 44 

510.68 

40.00 

283,515.63 

160.03 

1,816.40 

3,605,489.31 

3.320,306.29 

8«  423. 405. 89 

25,775.71 

220.377.72 

Missiasippi  . 

Ohio 

Oreffon ...... 

973.19 
853.75 

1, 383. 18 
673.75 

WiaconBin  . . 

3,354.894.82 

Total.. 

69,983.89 

3, 588, 809. 29 

800, 673. 12 

1«038.92 

1,27&41 

69.565,583.31 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  were  patented  as 
swamp  lands  in  place  800,673.12  acres  and  as  swampland  indemnity 
lands  1,278.41  acres,  making  a  total  of  801,951.53  acres  patented  under 
the  swamp-land  laws  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  patents  issued  in 
the  previous  year  embraced  279,306.82  acres  of  swamp  lands  in  place 
and  5,046.78  acres  of  swamp-land  indemnity  lands,  making  a  total  of 
284,353.60  acres.  Thus  there  were  patented  under  the  swampland 
laws  during  the  fiscal  year  an  increase  of  517,597.93  acres  over  the 
amount  patented  in  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
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INDIAN  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  PATENTS. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  area  of  lands  embrace<l  in  Indian 
and  miscellaneons  patents  issued  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 
by  States  and  Territories,  viz : 


Acres. 

Alabama 1,409.88 

Ariaona 1,678.18 

California 2,861.69 

Florida 7,610.59 

Idaho 8.50 

Indiana 136.10 

Indian  Territory 56,245.21 

Kansas 680.00 

Lonisiana 42,777.20 

Minnesota 30,639.94 


Acres. 

Mississippi 2,761.38 

Missouri 160.00 

New  Mexico 196,423.16 

Oklahoma 316.38 

Oregon 144,685.44 

Washington 248.86 

Wisconsin 11,666.87 


Total 500,304.37 


Or  an  increase  in  area  as  compared  with  the  last  previous  fiscal  year 
of  26,079.61  acres,  the  area  patented  during  the  last  fiscal  year  having 
been  474,224.76  acres. 

CERTIFICATION  OF  LANDS  GRANTED  FOR  EDUCATIONAL  AND  OTHER 

PURPOSES. 

Lists  of  lands  selected  by  the  several  States  and  Territories,  and 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  were  duly  certified  during 
the  last  fiscal  year  to  the  amount  of  739,417.95  acres. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  lists  certified: 


states  aud 
Tvnitiorios . 


Oalifomia 


Do... 
Do... 
Do.. 
Colorado. 


Do. 
Do, 
Do. 
Do. 


Florida 
Idaho.. 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Land  districts. 


San  FraBcisoo . . 

Stockton 

Humboldt 

Los  Angelea..., 
Denver 


Paeblo 

Lamar 

Sterling 

Glonwood 

Springs. 
Oainesville 


Boise 


Cceor  d'Alene 
Boise 


do 


Coeur  d'Alene 
Boise 


Blackfoot. 

Lewistoo . 
do.... 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


Nov.  10, 1896 


Ang.  11, 
Oct  12, 
Nov.  20, 
July  31, 

July  9, 
July  17. 

do. 

Feb.  23, 

Nor.  10, 

July  17, 

Jan.  12, 
July  28, 


1R96 
1896 
1896 
1890 

1806 
1896 


1897 

1896 

1896 

1897 
1896 


.do 


Mar.   3, 
July  28, 


1897 
1896 


July  29, 1896 


C<Bnr  d'Alene.. 


Nov.  11, 
Oct  23, 


1896 
1896 


Mar.    8,1897 


No. 

of 

list 


Grant. 


G2 

18 

8 

21 

4 

10 
3 
1 
3 

18 


5 


5 


G 

7 


8 
6 


Authority  of 
law. 


Purpose  for  which 
granted. 


See.  7,  act  Mar. 

3, 1853. 

do 

do 

do , 

Sec.  7,  act  Mar. 

3, 1875. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Amount 

cer- 
tified. 


Scliool  •  land 
dcmuity. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


in 


I 


Sec.  1,  act  Mar. 

3,1845. 
Sec.  11,  act  June 

3,1890. 

do 

Sec.  6,  act  Juno 

3,1890. 
Sec.  11,  act  June 

3,1890. 

do 

Sec  10,  act  June 

3,1890. 
Sec.  11,  act  Juno 

3,1890. 

do 

do 


.do 


.do 

.do 

do 

.do 


do 

Scientific  schools . 


do 

Public  buildings.. 

Stnto    normal 

schools. 

do 

Agricultural  col- 

ItJge. 
Insane  asylum. . . . 

do 

State  charitable, 
edncationai , 
etc.,  institutions. 

—  .do 


Acre*. 

701.90 

625.68 

2, 741. 47 

17,275.33 

240.29 

1,418.21 

320 

160 
8,014.06 

1,385.22 

8,026.57 

3,280 
3,905.80 

6,504.60 

2, 842. 56 
3,927.54 

1,299.85 

2,400 
1,906.40 


2,789.67 
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SUtoHand 
Terrltoriea. 


LouiaiuiA. . 
MinucBOto . 


Do 

Do 

Do 

MiAsissippl.... 


Land  districts. 


New  Orleans. 
Crookston . . . 


do... 

do... 

St.Cload. 
Jackson  . 


Montana ,  Missoala 


Do Helena. 

Nebraska Sidney. 


Do.. 
Nevada . 


Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

North  Dakota.. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Oregon 


Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

South  Duliota. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


O'Neill 

Carson  City. 


do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

do... 

Bismarck 


Devils  Lake 
Bismarck . . . 


Devils  Lake 
Bismarck... 


Devils  Lake 
Bismarck . . . 


Devils  Lake 

Bismarck 

Devils  Lake 

Bismarck 

Devils  Lake 

Bismarck 


Devils  Lake  .. 
Grand  Forks. . , 
Bismarck 


Devils  Lake  . 
Grand  Forks. 
do 


Koseburg 


do 

do 

do 

Oregon  City. 

—  .00 

do 

La  Grande.. 

Burns  

do 

Lakeview... 

do 

The  Dalles.. 

do 

do 

do 

Aberdeen... 


Date  of  ap- 
proval. 


Dec.  U, 

Oct.  12, 

Mar.  24, 
June  18, 
Apr.  29, 
Feb.  16. 

Jan.  19, 

Apr.  21, 
Feb.  11, 

May  22, 
Dec.    4, 

Jan.  18, 
Feb.  18, 
Mar.  13. 
May  18, 
June  4, 
Aug.  14, 

Dec.  21, 
Aug.  14, 


Jan.  7, 
Aug.  14, 

Dec.  21, 
Aug.  14, 

Dec.  21, 
Aug.  14, 
Dec.  21, 
Aug.  14, 
Jan.  28, 
Aug.  14, 

Jan.  2, 
Feb.  18, 
Aug.  14. 

Dec.  21, 
Feb.  3, 
Aug.  27, 

Nov.  10, 

Apr.  19, 
May  25, 
June  22, 
Aug.  19, 
Dec.  23, 
Feb.  11, 
Aug.  19, 
Aug.  11, 
June  3, 
Oct.  14, 
Feb.  11, 
Aug.  19, 
Oct.   12, 

do. 

Feb.  16, 
Jan.  11, 


do June  3, 

Huron j  Jan.  28, 

do Jan.  11, 


do June  7, 

do Jan.  11, 

Mitchell Jan.  26, 

Watertown Feb.  16, 


896 

887 
897 
897 
897 

897 

897 
897 

897 
896 

897 
897 
897 
897 
807 
896 

806 
896 


897 
896 

896 
896 

896 
896 
896 
896 
897 
896 

897 
897 
896 

896 
897 
896 

896 

897 

897 
897 
896 
896 
897 
896 
8^6 
897 
896 
897 
896 
896 


Huron 


897 
897 

897 
897 
897 

897 
897 
897 
897 


No. 
of 

list 


23 
2 

3 

4 
8 
1 

6 

5 
1 


1 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
7 

8 
8 


9 

8 

9 
8 

9 
8 
9 
8 
9 
3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 
6 

11 

12 

13 

14 

12a 

I2b 

13 

7 

1 

2 
10 
11 

8 

0 
10 
11 

6 

8 
7 
4 

6 
3 
3 
2 


Grant. 


Feb.  26, 1897  1      3 


Authority  of 
law. 


ActMay  20,1826. 

Sec.  5,  act  Feb. 
26, 1857. 

...do 

...do 

do 

Act  Feb.  20,1895. 


Sec.  17,  act  Feb. 
22, 1889. 

do 

Act  Apr.l9, 1864. 


do 

Sec.  1,  act  June 

16, 1880. 
—  do 


....do 

do 

.....do 

do 

See.  17,  act  Feb. 

22, 1889.' 
do 


.do 


.do 
.do 

.do 
do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sec.  14,  act  Feb. 
22,1889. 

do 

...do 

Sec.  16.  act  Feb. 

22. 1888. 

do 

do 

Sec.  10,  act  Feb. 

22. 1889. 

Sec.  4,  act  Feb. 

14. 1859. 
do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sec.  17,  act  Feb. 

22,1889. 
do 


Purpose  for  which  I 
granted. 


AmooBt 

cer- 
tified. 


School    land 

demoity. 
do 


in* 


col- 


do 

do 

do 

Acricaltoral 
lege. 

State    normal 
schools. 

Public  building.. 

School    land    in- 
demnity. 

do 

Support  of  com- 
mon schools. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

School  of  mines. . . 


do 

State  charitable, 

educational, 

etc.,  insti  tutions 

do 

State    normal 

schools. 

do 

DfOtkf   and    dumb 

asvlom. 

do 

Reform  Hchools  . . . 

do 

Public  buildings. . 

Universitj' 


col- 


do 

do 

Agricoltnral 
lege. 

.....So 

do 

School  laud  indem- 
nity. 


.do 


do 
.do 


do 

do 

do 

Sec.  16,  act  Feb. 

22, 1889. 
do 


....do 

do 

do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

do 

.-..do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

do 

do 

Educational 

charitable. 

do 

...do 

Deaf  and    dumb 

asylum. 

Public  buildings.. 

University 

Agricultural  col- 
lege. 
.....So 


and 


A.cttt. 

1,996.  OS 

2,72L18 

1. 739.31 

5,350.60 

22,228.50 

5,459.21 

3,815.83 
2,621.76 

2,223.09 
7,136.53 

5,412.38 
1,876.21 
1,160.50 
26,'.!97.51 
40,953.97 
2,140.16 

6.342.04 
10, 997.79 


1  59,399.21 
2,465.13 

I 

'  10,252.50 
2,320.51 

!  4.583.00 
2,114.39 
4,960.00 
2.000.00 
640.00 
2,162.01 

13.43&54 
3.243.98 
2,240.00 

25, 120. 00 

3.300.00 

26.736.20 

2.506.65 

3.739.8C 

7.688.17 

836.84 

240.00 

3,000.00 

8,000.07 

381.57 

160.00 

2,670.90 

966.68 

2,713.66 

4,924.02 

2,206.82 

2,905.80 

5,947.21 

39,618.15 

921.24 

4,597.03 

800.00 

480.42 
4,102.96 

953.67 
7,79L13 

783.90 
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Certification  of  lands  granted  for  educational  and  other  purpoaee — Continued. 


States  anil 
Territories. 


Land  distriots. 


South  Dakota. 
\Va.shiD|(ton . . 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Huron . . 
Olympia 


Seattle 

do 

Vancouver. 

....do 

Seattle 

Waterville 
Spokane... 
....do 


Olympia... 
Vancoaver. 
Seattle 


Do Olympia... 

Do Vancouver. 

I 

Do :  Spokane... 

Do :  Vancourer. 


Do ;  Walla  Walla. 

Do Vancouver... 

Do Spokane 

Wyoming I  Douglas 


Do Sundance . 

Do Buffalo... 

Do do  .... 

Do '  Lander  . . . 

Do Cheyenne. 

Do Buffalo  . . . 

Do Douglas.. 

Do £yan8ton. 

Do do.... 

Do >  Lander  . . . 

Do ;  Buffalo... 

Do 1  Dooglas.. 


Do BuflUo 


Total 


Date  of  ap- 
prural. 


Apr.    2,1807 
July    9, 1806 


Aug. 

Nov. 

June 

Aug. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

May 

Aug. 


6,1896 
11,1896 

9,1897 
11,1896 

3,1807 

3,U07 
26,1897 
14,1896 


Nov.  20, 1896 
Feb.  3,1897 
June  3,1897 

June  15, 1897 
July    9.1896 

Jan.  30.1897 
Feb.  11,1897 


do 

June  25, 1897 

do 

Mar.  18, 1897 


Mar.  29, 1897 

do 

Apr.  12, 1807 
Apr.  21, 1897 
Apr.  29, 1897 
May  1,1897 
May  10, 1897 
Mar.  20, 1897 
June  12, 1897 
Mar.  29, 1897 
Apr.  2,1807 
June  18, 1807 


June  28, 1807 


No. 

of 

list 


5 
10 
11 
8 
0 
10 
11 
11 


12 

13 

7 

8 
7 

8 

4 

5 
6 

7 
2 


3 
1 
2 
3 
4 
4 
5 
3 
4 
3 
4 
1 


Grant. 


Authority  of 
law. 


Purpose  for  whlcli 
granted. 


Sec.  16,  act  Feb.  i  Agricultural  ool- 

22, 1880.  lege. 

Sea  17,  act  Feb.  ,  Public  buildings. 

22, 1880.  < 

.....do ! do 

...do ' do 

do 1 do 

do I  Scientific  school  . 


do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


.do 
.do 
.do 


do 

Sec.  16,  act  Feb. 

22,1880. 

do 

Sec.  10,  act  Feb. 

22,1889. 

do , 

do 

do 

Sec.  11,  act  July 

10, 1800. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.....do 

..<.  .do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sec.  10,  act  July 

10, 1800. 
do 


do 

do 

do 

State   chariUble, 
educational,  etc.. 
institutions. 

do 

do 

State  normal 
school. 

do 

Asricultural  col- 
lege. 
...So 

School  land  in- 
demnity. 

do 

do 

do 

Stale,  charitable, 
educational, 
etc.,  institu- 
tions. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Insane  asylum — 

do 

Poor  farm 

FIhIi  hatchery 

Agricultural  col- 
lege. 

.....So 


Amount 
cer- 
tified. 


Acres. 
13,006.50 

3,428.07 

6,221.40 
7, 138. 53 
4, 684. 10 

17.629.32 
2. 837. 18 
3, 365. 44 
1,511.09 

10,319.49 


5,308.48 
6, 207. 36 
6,737.89 

6, 370. 30 
5,350.60 

2,210.11 
10,070.03 

3,703.21 
2,280.00 
3, 123. 50 
1, 232. 43 


1, 551. 63 

37, 107. 76 

5, 815.95 

23, 486. 13 

17, 588. 70 

3,046.71 

22,110.18 

160.00 

200.00 

6, 046. 00 

1, 360. 00 

1,120.00 

I        048.52 

;730,417.96 


The  foregoing  statement  shows  that  739,417.95  acres  were  approved 
and  certified  daring  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  aggregate  of  lands  of  the 
same  class  certified  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  was 
874,375.95  acres,  showing  a  decrease  daring  the  last  fiscal  year  of  134,958 
acres. 

Becapitulation  of  areas  embraced  in  patents  issued  as  stated  in  the  foregoing. 


Patents. 


Agricpltnral 

Oal 

Mineral  and  mill-site 

Railroad 

Swamp 

Swamp  indemnity 

Indian  and  miscellaneous 
School  selections 

Total 


Net  decrease,  10,306,110.487  acres. 


1806. 


A  ores. 
5, 470, 400 
6, 885. 77 
36, 051. 660 
15,527,844.08 
270, 306. 82 
5,046.78 
474,224.76 
874, 875. 03 


22,675,036.700 


1807. 


Acres. 
5, 133, 020 
3, 606. 59 
28, 756. 472 
5,101,969.31 
800,673.12 
1, 278. 41 
500, 304. 37 
739,417.95 


13,309.936.222 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Acres. 


521,366.30 
'26,079.61 


547,445.91 


Acres. 

336,480 
3, 279. 18 
8, 195. 197 
10,425,875.67 


3,768.37 


134.957.98 


10,912,556.397 
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BOUNTY  LAND  BUSINESS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  acres  represented  by 
military  bounty  land  warrants  located  in  the  several  land  States  and 
Territories  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  or  not  heretofore  reported, 
which  warrants  were  issued  under  the  acts  of  1847, 1850, 1852,  and  1855. 
The  aggregate  number  of  acres  is  computed  at  the  rate  of  $1.25  ]>er 
acre.  It  does  not  show  the  exact  area  of  the  lands  located  with  the 
warrants. 


Aorea. 

Arizoua 120 

California 600 

Colorado 1,520 

Florida 400 

Kansas 160 

Louisiana 320 

Michigan 440 

Minnesota 5, 280 


Missonri 

Utah 

North  Dakota 
Waflhington.. 
Wyoming 


Acres. 
320 
200 
320 
120 
160 


Total 10,960 


Denoinination  of  warranta. 

40  acres. 

80  acres. 

120  acres. 

160  acres. 

ToUI. 

Act  of  1847 

480 

Ad  of  la*)© 

7 

7* 

840 

Act  of  1852 

Act  of  1855 

0 

10 

43 

o.eio 

Total 

7 

13 

10 

46 

10.960 

FINAL  ENTRIES  PENDING. 


It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  different  divisions  of  this  Office 
that  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  there  were 
15,974  final  entries  pending,  a  decrease  of  1,6U2  over  the  uamber  of 
final  entries  pending  in  the  office  June  30, 1896. 


RAILROAD  AND  WAGON-ROAD   SELECTIONS  PENDING. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  there  were  i)end- 
ing  railroad  selections  embracing  14,195,376*98  acres.  Of  the  same 
class  of  selections  there  were  pending  June  30,  1897,  an  aggregate 
embracing  11,436,809.58  acres,  showing  a  decrease  of  2,758,567.40  acres 
as  compared  with  the  railroad  selections  pending  June  30, 1896. 

There  were  wagon-road  selections  pending  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1896,  to  the  amount  of  220,439.84  aci-es.  Of  the 
same  class  of  selections  there  were  pending  June  30, 1897,  an  aggregate 
embracing  299,164.15  acres,  showing  an  increase  as  compared  with  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1890,  of  78,724.31  acres,  making  a  total  of 
railroad  and  wagou-road  selections  pending  on  June  30,  1897,  of 
11,735,973.73  acres. 
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VACANT  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Keports  have  been  received  from  the  varioas  laud  offices  giving  an 
approximate  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  vacant  public  lands  existing 
in  the  several  land  districts  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  of  which  the  following  is  presented  as  a  recapitulation : 


State  or  Territory. 


Sarveved 
lana. 


Uusarveyed 
land. 


A  latnuna 

Arizona 

Arkan«na 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Iowa 

Kannaa 

Loniaiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Miaaiftaipiii  — 

Misaoun 

Montana 

KebniBka 

N«vn«la 

New  Mexico. .. 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Sonth  Dakota. 

Utah 

Washington.. 
Wisconsin  — 
Wyoming 


Grand  total 


11, 
3, 

35, 
35. 

1, 
10. 


cren. 
5:r2, 330 
032,225 
022,042 
217, 527 
480, 832 
6:i3,280 
041,336 


1, 


3, 


17, 
10. 
29. 
42, 

n, 

8, 
23, 
11, 

0, 

5. 

42. 


046,580 
780,002 
522.431 
402, 081 
44l.22fl 
497,764 
688,116 
660,353 
3«».  407 
038,292 
060,433 
100,778 
682. 023 
153,430 
838, 581 
520.856 
454, 107 
173,839 


Acres. 
'42,467,986 


8, 623, 517 

4, 556,  309 

lOi,  382 

35, 021, 519 


65,018 


2, 837, 828 


53, 744, 801 


32, 170. 129 
14,024.755 

9, 424, 860 

4,460 

12,210,295 

2,097,288 
34,360,489 
12,437,680 


7, 167, 744 


Total  area. 


Acres. 

532,339 
54,400,211 

3, 022, 042 
43,841,044 
40, 037,  201 

1.797,662 
45,962,855 

(a) 

1,046,580 

845,020 

522, 431 

6.240,809 

441,220 

497,  764 

71,432,917 

10. 069.  353 

61, 578,  586 

56, 083, 047 

21, 385, 293 

8. 106, 238 

35,892,318 

13,250,718 

44, 205, 070 

17, 958, 5.36 

454,107 

49,341,583 


319, 049, 833       272, 294, 120 


591, 343, 953 


a  District  ofticers  report  no  vacant  land. 

This  aggregate  IS  exclusive  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  in  which, 
if  any  public  land  remains,  it  consists  of  a  few  small  isolated  tracts. 
It  is  exclusive  of  Alaska,  containing  577,390  square  miles^  or  369,529,600 
acres.  It  is  also  exclusive  of  military  and  Indian  reservations,  reser- 
voir-site and  timber  reservations,  and  tracts  covered  by  selections, 
filings,  railroad  grants,  and  claims  as  yet  unadjudicated,  a  part  of 
which  may  in  the  future  be  added  to  the  public  domain. 


PUBLIC  SURVEYS. 

The  areas  cover^nl  by  surveys  accepted  by  this  oflBce  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1897,  are  as  follows: 

Aoros. 

New  Mexico 294,454 

North  Dakota 229,802 

Oregon 648,891 

South  Dakota 968,628 

Utah 599,254 

Washington 708,831 

Wyoming 672,818 

Total 9,222,801 


Acrea. 

Alaska 160 

Arizona 309,443 

California 1,298,355 

Colorado 176,116 

Florida 1,356 

Idaho .- 906,728 

Minnesota 356,299 

Montana 1,601,785 

Nebraska 111,642 

Nevada 438,239. 

0546 2 
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By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  11, 1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  4^), 
making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  exi)enses  of  the  Gt>vernment 
tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and  for  other  purposes,  the  sum 
of  $325,000  was  appropriated  for  "  surveying  the  public  lands,''  of  which 
amount  a  sum  not  exceeding  $15,000  was  authorized  to  be  used  for 
resurveys,  and  an  amount  not  exceeding  $40,000  for  the  cost  of  exami- 
nations of  surveys  in  the  field,  etc. 

Deducting  $15,000  for  resurveys,  $40,000  for  examinations,  and  $10,000 
for  the  reserve  fund,  the  amount  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  sur- 
veying the  public  lands  actually  available  and  applicable  to  all  survey- 
ing districts  was  $260,000,  of  which  apportionment  was  made  to  the 
several  districts  as  follows: 


Arizona $3,000 

California 20.000 

Colorado 12,000 

Idaho 30,000 

Minnesota 7,000 

Montana 40,000 

Nevada 5,000 

New  Mexico 17,500 

North  Dakota 15,000 

Oregon 13,500 


Soath  Dakota $12,000 

Utah 20,000 

Washington 40,000 

Wyoming 25,000 

Resurveys 15,000 

Examinations 40,000 

Reserve 10,000 


Total 325,000 


There  were  additional  apportionments  made  to  several  districts  as 
follows:  Arizona,  $225;  Florida,  $875;  Idaho,  $2,500;  Montana,  $3,000; 
Nevada,  $4,000;  which  several  amounts  were  charged  to  the  "reserve 
fund''  of  $10,000.  Of  said  apportionments,  however,  the  amount  given 
to  Montana  ($3,000)  was  embodied  in  an  awarded  contract,  which  was 
disapproved  by  the  Department.  The  original  apportionment  of 
$12,000  made  to  South  Dakota,  as  herein  given,  was  in  June,  1897, 
transferred  to  North  Dakota. 

The  annual  surveying  instructions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  which  were  issued  under  date  of  July  28, 1896,  will  be  found  in 
the  appropriate  place  in  this  report. 

TEANS ACTIONS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  SURVEYING  DISTRICTS. 


ARIZONA. 

The  original  apportionment  made  to  Arizona  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  public  surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  1895-1896  was  $3,000,  to 
which  was  subsequently  added  $225  from  the  reserve  fund.  Four  con- 
tracts and  two  sets  of  special  instructions  for  public  surveys,  payable 
from  the  annual  appropriation,  were  awarded,  issued,  and  approved, 
aggregating  $3,225. 

One  contract,  liability  $1,700,  providing  for  the  survey  of  T.  23  N., 
R.  13  W.,  was  awarded  and  approved,  i)ayable  from  the  appropriation 
of  March  2, 1895,  for  the  survey  of  railroad  laud-grant  lands. 
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One  coutract,  liability  $750,  payable  from  a  special  Indian  appropria- 
tion of  $1,800,  was  awarded  and  approved,  providing  for  the  survey  of 
all  lines  necessary  to  segregate  the  ceded  portion  of  the  San  Carlos  or 
White  Mountain  Indian  Eeservation. 

The  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of  the  town  site  of  Nogales,  Pima 
County,  and  connecting  lines  with  the  public  surveys  was  embraced  in 
one  of  the  contracts  above  stated;  liability,  $50. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  states  that  during  the  fiscal 
year  18  townships  were  subdivided,  involving  the  preparation  of  GG 
plats  and  corresponding  transcripts  of  field  notes.  Miscellaneous  dia- 
grams and  tracings,  in  all,  35. 

The  number  of  miles  surveyed  during  the  fiscal  year  aggregated 
1,299.54  miles  aiid  74  links. 

The  special  deposits  made  by  individuals  for  office  work  and  station- 
ery connected  with  the  survey  of  mineral  claims  in  Arizona,  for  the 
fiscal  year  just  closed,  amounted  to  $3,655.  Mineral  surveys  ordered, 
54;  mineral  orders  amended,  7;  mineral  surveys  approved,  39;  mineral 
surveys  pending,  15;  mineral  plats  made,  159;  township  diagrams  of 
mineral  claims  made,  12;  transcripts  of  surveys,  etc.,  39. 

The  surveyor  general  in  his  annual  report  makes  the  following  recom- 
mendation relative  to  an  additional  apportionment  to  Arizona  of  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands,  viz: 

It  is  very  essential  (bat  the  amount  of  apportionment  for  Arizona  from  the  appro- 
priation for  tho  survey  of  the  x^ublic  lauds  should  be  increased.  Tbe  apportionment 
for  tlio  p:ist  two  years  has  been  only  a  nominal  amount,  and  tbe  frequent  inquiries  as 
to  how  to  bave  tlio  lands  surveyed  have  been  answered  witb  tbe  statement  that  tbere 
were  no  funds  for  tbnt  purpose,  the  small  apportionment  baving  been  exbuusted,  etc. 

Tbere  are  many  surveys  in  tho  Territory  that  should  be  made.  On  account  of  tbe 
many  en'oneous,  if  not  often  fraudulent,  surveys  baving  heretofore  been  made  of 
tbe  public  lands  in  this  Territory,  and  accepted,  from  which  lines  the  new  surveys 
are  initiated  or  upon  which  they  are  to  be  closed,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  resurvey 
and  reestablish  many  of  said  lines  of  tho  old  surveys  in  order  to  obtain  a  correct  aud 
satisfactory  result  in  tbe  new  work.  Therefore,  I  boi)e  liberal  provisions  will  be 
made  in  tbe  apportionment  of  fuuds  for  surveys  and  resurveys  in  this  Territory  for 
the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  surveyor  general  estimates  that  tho  sum  of  $20,000  is  necessary 
to  meet  the  demands  for  surveys  and  resurveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1899. 

Referring  to  the  limited  assignments  of  the  annual  appropriations 
which  have  been  made  to  Arizona  for  several  years  past,  the  surveyor- 
general,  in  connection  with  his  estimates,  submits  the  following  state- 
ments, viz: 

The  amount  apportioned  to  Arizona  for  tbe  survey  of  tbe  public  lands  for  the 
present  fiscal  j'ear  ending  June  30,  1897,  was  inadequate  to  meet  tbe  demands,  being 
only  $3,000.  It  is  presumed  that  the  honorable  Commissioner  was  influenced  in  mak- 
ing this  small  apportionment  to  Arizona  by  the  annual  estimate  of  my  predecessor, 
of  date  June  15, 1894,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  wherein  it  is  stated  that 
the  usual  estimate  for  tho  survey  of  tbe  public  lauds  is  purposely  omitied  for  the 
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reason  that  it  in  usoIcbs  to  execute  further  sorveys  in  this  district  until  those  already 
completed  are  (lisposed  of.  The  arrears  of  office  Avork  hero  referred  to  have  practi- 
cally been  disposed  of.  Assuming  that  the  $20,000  estimated  as  necessary,  for  the 
public  surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1897,  and  ending  June  30, 1898, 
be  granted,  there  should  not  be  an  unusual  amount  of  work  in  arrears  at  the  close 
of  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  small  amount  apportioned  to  Arizona  for  the  past  two  years  has  not  author- 
ized the  running  of  guide  meridianti;  the  new  surveys  being  based  ou  and  added  to 
the  lines  of  the  old,  which  too  often  contain  gross  errors,  and  sometimes  are  frandu* 
lent  surveys,  whicli  errors,  without  the  guide  and  correction  lines  being  first  estsib- 
lished,  are  extended  farther  and  farther  into  the  unsurvoyed  lauds. 

Settlemente  formerly  confined  to  lands  adjacent  to  the  running  streams  are  now 
being  extended  into  the  mesa  lands,  the  settlers  depending  on  water  being  obtained 
by  moans  of  long  canals ;  and  in  some  instances  obtaining  it  in  a  limited  way  from 
wells  by  means  of  the  windmill. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Of  the  aunual  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  the  sum  of  $20,000  was  apxK>rtioned 
to  the  district  of  California. 

Under  said  apportionment  nine  contracts  and  five  sets  of  special 
instructions  in  lieu  of  contracts,  providing  for  public  surveys,  were 
awarded,  issued,  and  approved ;  total  liabilities  aggregating  $^,206.31. 
Said  amount,  however,  includes  the  liability  of  two  sets  of  special 
instructions  providing  for  resurveys,  the  liabilities  of  whicli  are  $504.66, 
and  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  general  assignment  of  $15,000  for 
resurveys,  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  June  11, 1896. 

Four  contracts,  liabilities  $8,184.05,  chargeable  to  the  appropriation 
for  surveying  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  land  grants 
made  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  per  act  of 
March  2, 1895,  were  a^warded  and  approved. 

The  surveyor-general  also  awarded  contract  No.  143,  dated  May  27, 
1897,  to  Isaac  N.  Chapman,  deputy  surveyor,  for  the  survey  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  Yoseinite  National  Park  Reserve,  including  the 
boundaries  of  the  Yosemite  grant  and  the  Mariposa  Big  Tree  grant; 
liability  $4,892,  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  surveying  the 
public  lands,  189G-97.  As  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  declined  to 
authorize  the  approval  of  said  contract,  the  same  was  returned  disap- 
proved to  the  surveyor-general. 

The  surveyor- general  reports  the  total  mileage  of  surveys  approved 
during  the  fiscal  year  as  follows:  Standard  and  base  lines,  101  miles 
32  chains  84  links;  township  lines,  1,134  miles  4  chains  97  links; 
section  and  connecting  lines,  5,515  miles  14  chains  22  links;  St^te 
boundary  grant  and  connecting  lines,  279  miles  21  chains  48  links. 

During  the  year  applications  for  surveys  were  received  as  follows: 
Mining  claims,  75;  reports  on  placer  and  quartz  claims,  2;  islands,  3; 
agricultural  lands  15;  resurveys,  4. 

Applications  for  appointment  as  United  States  deputy  mineral 
surveyors,  33;  appointments  made,  24. 
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The  work  of  the  drafting  division  of  the  surveyor-general's  office,  for 
the  fiscal  year,  is  reported  as  follows:  Township  maps,  237;  maps  of 
reservations  and  ranchos,12;  maps  of  mineral  lands,  qaartz  and  placer 
claims,  604 ;  sundries,  including  tracings  for  deputies,  and  miscellaneous, 
160;  total  for  year,  1,013. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  that  there  will  be  required  for  the 
survey  of  the  public  lauds  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  the 
sum  of  $15,000;  for  resurveys  in  connection  with  new  work,  $5,000; 
total  $20,000. 

COLORADO. 

Tlie  sum  of  $12,000,  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  public 
surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  was  apportioned  to 
Colorado.  Four  contracts  and  one  set  of  special  instructions  (aggre- 
gate liability,  $7,100)  were  awarded,  issued,  and  approved,  chargeable 
to  said  apportionment. 

Special  instructions  were  issued  and  approved  for  the  survey  of  por- 
tions of  townships  situate  within  the  old  Fort  Lewis  Military  Reserva- 
tion; liability  $100,  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of 
abandoned  military  reservations. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  gives  the  following  data 
relating  to  the  work  of  his  office  during  the  fiscal  year,  viz:  Acres  of 
land  surveyed  and  approved,  52,115;  ac;res  of  land  surveyed  but  not 
yet  approved,  238,000;  miles  of  line  surveyed  and  approved,  310;  town- 
ships subdivided  and  surveys  approved^  4;  townships  subdivided, 
surveys  not  yet  approved,  15;  plats  made,  23;  diagrams  made  in  con- 
nection with  adjustment  of  agricultural  and  placer  claims,  50;  diagrams 
to  accompany  special  instructions,  15;  original  plats  of  sections  under 
paragraph  6,  Mining  Circular,  40;  tracings  of  plats  made  and  forwarded 
to  local  and  General  Land  Office,  252;  surveyed  sections  affected  by 
mineral  surveys,  1,168;  amount  deposited  for  office  work  on  survey  of 
mineral  claims,  $45,950. 

The  surveyor- general  submits  the  following  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  during  the  fiscal  year  1898-99,  viz :  Exterior 
lines,  $1,100;  subdivisions,  $8,400;  extension  surveys  in  townships 
partially  surveyed,  $700;  total,  $10,200. 

The  surveyor-general  states  that  said  estimate  is  based  on  the  fact 
that  the  constant  opening  up  of  new  mining  camps  in  the  unsurveyed 
portion  of  the  State  causes  an  infiux  of  settlers,  whereby  the  range 
and  progress  of  settlement  are  being  extended,  embracing  tracts  of 
agricultural  and  coal  lauds,  which  in  the  near  future  will  be  located 
upon;  also  that  a  number  of  townships  have  been  suspended  from  entry 
on  account  of  fictitious  surveys,  and  must  be  resurveyed  at  an  early 
day  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  thereon. 
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FLORIDA. 

No  formal  apportionment  was  made  to  Florida  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation for  surveying  tbe  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  1890-97,  bnt 
surveys  and  resurveys  were  authorized  to  the  extent  of  $1,300,  and 
which  were  embraced  in  two  contracts  (aggregate  liability  $875),  pay- 
able fcom  the  reserve  fund  of  said  apportionment,  and  one  contract 
(liability  $425),  payable  from  the  apportionment  of  $15,000  for  resur- 
veys per  act  of  June  11, 1896. 

The  original  contract  (No.  4),  awarded  to  Charles  F.  Hopkins,  deputy 
surveyor,  for  the  survey  of  the  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arrendoudo  claim,  was 
canceled  by  reason  of  the  physical  inability  of  the  contracting  deputy 
to  execute  the  work,  and  a  new  contract  (No.  5)  was  awarded  to  E.  B. 
Camp,  deputy  surveyor,  and  duly  approved. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  st3>tes  that  the  field  opera- 
tions in  Florida  for  the  past  fiscal  year  have  not  been  very  extensive, 
the  only  survey  that  has  been  fully  executed  being  that  of  an  island 
(area  about  200  acres),  in  T.  28  S.,  R.  29  E.  The  survey  of  the  20,000 
acre  land  grant  of  the  Joso  de  la  Maza  Arrendoudo,  and  the  resurvey 
of  T.  46  S.,  E.  21  E.,  are  now  being  executed  in  the  field,  but  have  not 
reached  such  an  extent  as  to  admit  of  definite  report. 

Tlie  surveyor-general  further  reports  that  the  office  work  during  the 
past  fiscal  year  has  been  very  onerous.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  the  work  was  several  months  in  arrears,  and  to  execute  the  car- 
rent  business,  as  well  as  attend  to  the  arrearages,  necessitated  long 
hours  of  labor  of  himself  and  clerk. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  that  funds  for  surveys  and  resurveys 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  will  aggregate  $5,000, 
which  is  deemed  the  minimum  amount  commensurate  with  demands 
and  applications  that  will  be  made.  In  supi)ort  of  his  estimate  tbe 
surveyor-general  submits  the  following  statement,  viz: 

Some  of  tlio  most  productive  lands  in  this  State,  during  the  past  few  yean,  have 
been  made  most  desirable  forbabitAtion  by  the  extension  of  transport-ation  faciUtiee 
to  those  sectiouH  of  tbe  country  tbat  have  in  the  pa«t  been  almost  wholly  devoid  of 
any  evidences  of  civilization.  These  lands  are  very  desirable,  in  view  of  the  natural 
advantages  they  afford  to  immigrants,  besides  the  fertility  and  adaptation  of  tho 
soil  to  tlio  growth  of  tropical  fruits  and  other  agricultural  products.  The  disaatrons 
misfortune  that  visited  this  State  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  form  of  a  freeze,  almost 
totally  wrecked  tho  prospects  of  those  engaged  in  growing  oranges,  thereby  reunit- 
ing in  the  abandonment  of  vast  areas  in  the  middle  portion  of  the  Stato,  which  will 
cause  more  demand  for  the  unsurveyed  land  and  keys  in  the  southern  part  of  Florida 
for  orange,  fruit,  and  vegetable  growing.  Tho  settlors  on  these  lands,  after  locating 
tbemselves,  will  proceed  to  perfect  their  titles  by  making  applications  to  this  oflSce 
for  survey. 

While  the  resurveys  of  tbis  State  have  never  been  very  extensive,  it  is  very  neces- 
sary to  consider  this  matter  in  apportioning  tbe  funds  tbat  may  be  appropriated  for 
tbis  purpose.  Many  of  the  original  surveys  in  this  StatiJ  are  now  beyond  identifica- 
tion. Especially  is  this  the  cjise  in  tbe  western  part  of  the  State,  where  the  surveys 
wore  among  the  fii*st  made.    If  the  original  Government  surveys  are  restored  it  will 
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prevent  mach  fraud 'and  litigation;  and  I  respectfully  urge  that  the  amount  stated 
above  will  he  appropriated  to  this  district,  in  order  that  the  original  surveys  of  this 
district  may  he  restored. 

IDAHO. 

Of  the  annual  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  per  act  of  June  11,  1890,  the  sum  of 
$30,000  was  originally  apportioned  to  Idaho  for  public  surveys.  An 
additional  apportionment  of  $1,500  was  from  the  reserve  fund  subse- 
quently made  on  the  application  of  the  surveyor-general. 

Under  said  apportionments  8  contracts  were  awarded  and  approved; 
aggregate  liabilities,  $31,500. 

One  contract,  providing  for  the  completion  of  the  surveys  in  the  Nez 
Perce  Indian  Reservation,  was  awarded  and  approved ;  liability,  $0,500, 
payable  from  the  spex^ial  ai)propriation  of  $10,000  per  act  ai)proved 
June  10, 1896. 

One  set  of  special  instructions  authorizing  resurveys  in  T.  12  N.,  R.  4 
E.,  to  the  extent  of  $60,  was  issued  and  ai)proved;  liability  chargeable 
to  the  fund  of  $15,000  for  resurveys  under  the  annual  appropriation. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  states  that  70  full  and 
fractional  townships  were  surveyed  and  the  returns  thereof  approved 
during  the  year,  involving  the  preparation  of  195  plats  of  township 
subdivisions  and  24  of  township  exteriors.  Plats  numbering  45  have 
been  prepared  of  pending  surveys,  exclusive  of  4  plats  of  township 
exteriors.    Total  area  surveyed,  1,191,924.67  acres. 

The  mileage  of  approved  surveys  is  given  as  follows:  18  miles  of 
meridian  lines;  52  miles  6  chains  81  links  of  standard  lines;  495  miles 
14  chains  47  links  of  township  lines;  3,329  miles  56  chains  97  links 
of  section  lines;  166  miles  34  chains  36  links  of  meander  lines;  and 
18  miles  55  chains  25  links  of  connections,  making  a  total  of  4,080 
miles  7  chains  85  links. 

The  deposits  made  on  account  of  office  work  in  connection  with  sur- 
veys of  mining  claims  and  mill  sites  for  patent  amounted  to  $3,400. 
Plats  made  of  mining  claims  surveyed  (87  of  which  were  of  consolidated 
claims),  158;  plats  of  connected  sheets,  mineral  surveys,  8;  plats  of 
segregation  of  mineral  lands  from  public  lands,  9;  total,  175. 

Triplicate  plats  transmitted  to  the  local  land  offices,  76.  Transcripts 
prepared  and  transmitted,  of  agricultural  surveys,  122;  of  mineral  sur- 
veys, 31 ;  mineral  surveys  amended,  1 ;  mineral  survey  orders  issued,  47. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  refers  to  the  gold-mining 
operations  in  and  population  of  Idaho  and  demand  for  public  surveys 
in  the  following  manner: 

Continued  activity  in  gold-iuining  operations  over  a  large  iiortion  of  the  State  is 
Bhown  by  the  report  of  the  assayer  of  the  Boise  City  United  States  assay  oflico  for  the 
iiscal  year  just  closed,  and  is  also  indicated  by  the  increased  deposits  on  account  of 
office  work  in  connection  with  surveys  of  mining  claims  for  patent,  such  deposits,  as 
per  report  herewith  submitted,  being  over  50  per  cent  larger  than  those  for  the  pro- 
ceding  fiscal  year.  Idaho  now  stands  fourth  in  the  list  of  gold-producing  States  and 
Territories  of  the  Union. 
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A  steady  growth  in  population  is  noted  in  tbis  Stat«  from  year  to  yenr,  there  hav- 
ing: been  26,695  votes  cast  at  the  last  general  election,  denoting,  on  the  nsual  basis 
for  estimate  in  this  region,  a  total  population  of  over  130,000  people. 

Considering  the  depression  of  times  shown  over  the  conn  try  generally,  Idaho  has 
enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  as  compared  with  other  Western  States.  Material 
[trogress  has  continued  in  some  branches  of  industry,  especially  in  mining  devclop- 
nient  and  operations. 

As  fully  stated  in  ray  estimates  submitted  on  the  26th  ultimo,  a  demand  for  public 
surveys  continues,  wherefore  liberal  appropriations  for  the  public  surveying  service 
in  this  district  should  continue  to  be  made. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  that  tlie  field-surveying  service  for 
the  fiscal  year  1898-99  will  require  the  sum  of  $38,000,  incladiug  sur- 
veys desired  by  the  State  authorities  uuder  the  acts  of  July  3, 1890, 
and  August  18,  1894,  for  State  selection  purposes,  and  by  settlers, 
including  necessarj'  stiindard  and  other  lines  to  reach  the  same;  for 
the  survey  of  other  townships  settled  or  within  the  range  and  x>rogre88 
of  settlement,  $24,000 ;  total  $62,000. 

Referring  to  said  estimates,  the  surveyor-general  submits  the  follow- 
ing stiitement  relative  to  the  necessity  for  continued  liberal  apportion- 
ments for  field  service  in  Idaho: 

The  need  for  continued  liberal  apportionments  for  field  surveys  in  this  district  is 
nrgent. 

Of  the  several  surveying  districts  now  under  Jurisdiction  of  surveyors-general, 
Idaho  is  the  third  in  the  extent  of  remaining  nnsurveyed  area,  as  compared  with  the 
total  area  of  lands  embraced  within  her  boundaries. 

The  soil,  climatic  conditions,  and  other  natural  characteristics  render  Idaho  capa- 
ble of  sustaining  a  vast  population.  The  largo  area  of  arid  lands  in  southern  Idaho 
yet  nnsurveyed  are  a  principality  in  extent,  while  this  is  the  best  watered  of  all  the 
public-land  States  and  Territories. 

The  influx  of  settlers  from  older  States  continues,  and  there  is  a  steady  growth  of 
population  over  this  entire  Commonwealth ;  we  also  lose  many  wlio  would  otherwise 
remain  in  this  Btato  because  of  the  absence  of  surveys,  which  prevcnta  the  accpiir- 
iug  of  title  to  homes  by  settlers  who  are  unwilling  to  wait  many  years  for  surveys. 

LOUISIANA. 

No  formal  apiwrtionment  was  made  to  Louisiana  out  of  the  appro 
priation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  1896-97. 
Two  sets  of  special  instructions  were  issued  and  approved — one  being 
for  resurveys  in  T.  6  S.,  II.  6  E.,  southwest  district,  liability  $150, 
chargeable  to  the  api)ortionment  of  $15,000  for  resurveys,  and  the  other 
for  surveys  in  section  30,  T.  11  N.,  II.  10  W.  northwest  district,  liability 
$75,  payable  from  the  reserve  fund  of  the  annual  appropriation  for 
public  surveys. 

The  surveyor-general,  in  his  annual  report,  states  that  very  little 
surveying  has  been  done  in  Louisiana  during  the  fiscal  year  and  regrets 
the  same,  for  reasons  referred  to  in  his  explanatory  note  (herewith 
appended)  in  support  of  his  estimates  for  the  surveying  service  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  which  show  that  surveys  and  resur- 
veys are  desired  in  several  parts  of  the  State. 
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The  surveyor-geiieraPs  estimate  of  funds  necessary  for  surveys  and 
resurveys  (including  original  surveys  of  confirmed  private  land  claims 
and  donations)  in  all  of  the  districts  of  Louisiana  for  tbe  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1899,  is  $30,000.  The  necessity  for  the  surveys  and 
resurveys  is  set  forth  in  the  explanatory  note  accompanying  said  esti- 
mate, which  reads  as  follows: 

The  necessity  for  the  surveys  and  resurveys  iu  the  above  districts  has  long  since 
been  fally  demonstrated  to  this  oflSco,  both  verbaHy  and  by  petitions  from  settlers, 
and  in  many  instances  by  deputy  surveyors,  w'ho,  when  making  surveys  in  certain 
localities,  experience  much  difficulty  on  account  of  existiui;  misclosuros  in  the  old 
surveys,  as  well  as  for  want  of  established  Government  lines,  as  iu  many  instances 
the  old  lines  can  not  be  found  at  all,  cansing  much  annoyance  and  loss  of  time  hunt- 
ing up  proper  starting  points. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  sum  of  $7,000  was  apportioned  to  Minnesota  out  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  1896-97. 

Five  contracts,  involving  an  aggregate  liability  of  $5,200,  charge- 
able to  said  appropriation,  were  awarded  and  approved. 

Four  contracts  for  surveys  within  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservations, 
with,  an  aggregate  liability  of  $8,300,  payable  from  the  appropriation 
of  $50,000  for  completing  the  necessary  surveys  within  said  reserva- 
tions, per  act  of  June  10, 1896,  were  awarded  and  approved. 

The  surveyor-general,  in  his  annual  report,  states  that  27  townships 
(including  public  lands  and  Indian  reservations)  have  been  surveyed 
during  the  fiscal  year,  and  that  the  field  notes  thereof  have  been  exam- 
ined and  the  plats  and  transcripts  completed.  Eight  townships  of  imb- 
lic  lands  and  ten  townships  of  Indian  reservations  have  also  been  sur- 
veyed during  the  year  and  the  field  notes  returned,  but  the  office  work 
on  the  same  has  not  been  completed. 

The  number  of  miles  ron  and  marked  in  the  field,  the  field  notes  of 
which  have  been  examined  and  approved  during  the  year,  aggregates 
1,554  miles  16  chains  and  18  links. 

The  number  of  acres  surveyed  in  townships,  the  field  notes  of  which 
have  been  examined  and  the  plats  made,  is  500,320.87;  which  area, 
added  to  the  amount  previously  surveyed  (47,086,015.24),  gives  the 
total  area  surveyed  to  date  in  Minnesota  47,586,342.11. 

Number  of  township  plats  made  during  the  year,  95;  diagrams  of 
townships  made,  12. 

There  are  now  remaining  unsurveyed  in  Minnesota  70  townships  of 
public  lands  and  37  townships  of  Indian  lands,  exclusive  of  the  detached 
territory  lying  north  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

The  surveyor-general  believes  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Government  that  suflBcient  appropriations  should  be  made  by  Congress 
to  survey  all  of  said  unsurveyed  lands  as  early  as  practicable,  with 
requisite  appropriations  for  additional  clerical  force  to  prepare  the 
plats  and  transcripts  of  the  surveys  when  executed. 
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MONTANA, 

The  original  apportionment  made  to  Montana  from  the  annual  appro- 
priation, i)er  act  of  June  11,  1896  (20  Stat.  L.,  434),  for  surveying  the 
public  lands  was  $40,000.  Additional  apportionments  from  the  '•  reserve 
fund,"  aggregating  $3,845,  were  subsequently  made  to  cover  the  exeeiss 
liability  on  an  awarded  and  approved  contract,  and  for  an  authorized 
contract  and  special  instructions  embracing  desired  public  surveys. 

Under  the  original  and  subsequent  apportionments,  ten  contracts  and 
two  sets  of  special  instructions  were  awarded  and  issued,  the  total 
liabilities  aggregating  $44,845.  One  of  ^aid  contracts  (No.  326,  W.  W. 
McElroy,  $4,000)  was  not  approved,  as  the  same  embraced  townships 
situate  within  and  adjacent  to  forest  reservations,  which,  by  depar^ 
mental  regulations,  are  not  surveyable  under  the  8ui)ervision  of  the 
surveyor-general. 

Four  contracts,  aggregate  liabilities  $15,000,  chargeable  to  the  appro- 
priation, per  act  of  March  2, 1895  (28  Stat,  L.,  936),  for  the  survey  of 
public  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  land  grants  made  by  Congress,  to 
aid  in  the  constructions  of  railroads,  etc.,  were  awarded  and  approved. 

One  contract  was  awarded  and  approved,  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  ceded  portion  of  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Keservatiou ;  liabihty 
$850,  payable  from  the  special  appropriation  of  $1,500,  x)er  act  of  Jane 
10, 1896. 

One  contract  for  public  surveys  in  T.  3  S.,  R.  12  B.;  liability  $850, 
payable  from  special  deposits  under  the  provisions  of  section  2401, 
Eevised  Statutes,  .as  amended  by  the  act  of  August  20,  1896,  was 
awarded  and  approved. 

The  surveyor-general  reports  that  72  full  and  fractional  townships 
and  1  reservation  boundary  were  surveyed  during  the  fiscal  year.  The 
aggregate  mileage  of  said  surveys  aggregates  5,530^  miles.  Total  nam- 
ber  of  acres  surveyed  during  the  year,  1,565,593. 

In  his  annual  report,  the  «urvcyor-goneral renews  his  recommendation 
of  the  previous  fiscal  year  relative  to  "partial  pay  accounts,''  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  view  of  tlio  fact  that  *  *  *  delay  in  the  examination  of  the  returns  of  a 
deputy  surveyor  results  in  compelling  hun  to  wait  at  least  two  years,  and  sometimes 
three  years,  before  receiving  his  pay  from  the  Government,  I  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after  a  deputy  has  filed  in  this  office  the 
complete  returns  of  survey  under  his  contract  a  field  examination  of  the  work  bo 
miulo,  and,  if  tbe  report  of  the  examination  is  favorable,  that  the  surveyor-general 
make  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  these  surveys,  which  he  shall  forward 
to  the  honorable  Commissioner  with  a  recommendation  that  75  per  cent  of  such  esti- 
mate be  at  once  paid  to  the  contracting  deputies,  the  remaiuing  25  per  cent  being 
held  to  cover  any  or  all  discrepancies  which  may  afterwards  be  fonnd  to  exist  in  the 
survey,  and  for  the  correction  of  which  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  deputy  to  again 
take  the  field. 

In  the  event  of  enforcing  the  above  recommendation,  it  will  be  neceaanry  that  the 
present  form  of  surveying  contract  bo  amended  to  conform  with  the  above. 
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111  his  anuual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1895-96,  the  surveyor- general 
referred  to  "Arrears  of  oflBce  work."  The  matter  is  again  commented 
upon  in  his  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1896-97,  as  follows : 

Arrears  in  office  tror^.—Progress  has  been  made  dnring  the  year  in  dispoeing  of  the 
arrearago  reported  last  year.  Ah  hereinbefore  shown,  the  work  incident  to  the 
approval  of  deputies'  Aeld  notes  in  both  agricultural  and  mineral  departments  has 
been  brought  up  to  date,  which  was  accomplished  by  extending  the  office  hours, 
beginning  August  1,  1894,  and  endiug  March  31,  1897,  from  4  to  4.30  o'clock,  and  by 
declining  to  allow  any  clerk  the  usual  thirty  days  leave  of  absence,  and  by,  at  times, 
interchanging  the  clerks  of  the  agricultural  and  mineral  dci)artnients.  When 
mineral  work  was  excessively  heavy,  which  is  always  dnring  the  months  of  August, 
September,  and  October,  because  claimants  file  returns  of  survey  and  press  the  speedy 
approval  thereof  prior  to  the  31st  (fay  of  October,  in  order  to  have  sufficient  time  in 
which  to  publish  the  required  notice,  and  thus  avoid  the  performance  of  the  yearly 
representation  work  required  by  law,  it  has  always  been  the  custom  in  tliis  office  to 
transfer  the  agricultural  clerks  from  agricultural  to  raiueral  work  at  that  period. 
Also  when  agricultural  work  is  heaviest,  which  is  usually  from  January  to  June,  it 
has  been  the  custom  to  make  a  similar  transfer  of  mineral  clerks  to  the  agricultural 
department. 

Although  the  two  funds  ''  Salaries  "  and  ''  Deposits  by  individuals  "  have  been  thus 
int«rmingled  and  clerks  employed  for  a  short  time  upon  agricultural  work  have  been 
paid  from  '^  Deposits"  and  vice  versa,  yet  the  greatest  care  has  been  taken  to  see 
that  neither  fund  suffered  by  the  arrangements,  as  the  accounts  of  both  funds  will 
show ;  that  the  practice  of  mingling  the  two  funds  has  been  the  policy  of  this  office 
is  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  January  14,  1895,  in  reply  to  letter  "F,"dat«d  January  7, 
1895,  in  which  information  is  requested  as  to  the  methods  employed  by  this  office,  in 
computing  the  amounts  duo  for  office  work  on  Northern  Pacific,  Montana,  Lists 
Nos.  1  and  3. 

The  work  on  descriptive  sheets  is  still  in  arrears. 

In  my  report  for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1895  and  1896, 1  stated  that  no  descrip- 
tive lists  had  been  filed  in  any  of  the  local  land  offices  since  December  21,  1891. 

As  I  am  required  by  law,  reference  to  which  is  made  on  lino  23  ct  seq.,  page  68,  of 
the  Manual  of  Surveys,  and  because  requests  t-o  furnish  these  lists  to  local  land 
offices  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  by  such  offices,  excepting  the  Helena  land 
office,  which  would  naturally  refer  all  applications  for  such  information  to  this 
office,  where  the  complete  record  is  filed,  I  deemed  it  imperative  that  work  on  these 
lists  be  resumed.  This  work  was  assigned  to  a  clerk,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  and  480 
descriptive  sheets  have  been  worked  up. 

Regarding  existing  regulations  which  require  applications  from  set- 
tlers on  the  lands  for  survey,  the  surveyor-general  makes  the  following 
recommendation,  viz: 

Pelitions  of  settler 8  praying  for  surveys. — I  would  recommend  that  the  present  rule 
requiring  evidence  of  settlement,  in  the  form  of  sworn-to  settlern'  petitions,  to  accom- 
pany every  contract  .submitted  for  approval  be  rescinded.  The  general  rule  is  that 
there  are  to  be  at  least  three  for  each  township,  and  if  tliat  be  impossible,  other  evi- 
dence of  settlement.  There  never  was  a  time  in  this  office  when  this  three-petition 
rule  did  not  cause  trouble  and  annoyance,  and  much  valuable  time  has  been  waited 
in  endeavoring  to  procure  the  number  required.  Settlers  will  not  petition  volun- 
tarily, and  this  office  has  no  authority,  as  I  understand  it,  to  obtain  them  by  the 
only  practicable  method  of  obtaining  them,  namely,  by  means  of  persons  sent  out 
for  that  purpose,  there  being  no  authority  for  such  procedure  and  no  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  salary  of  the  person  so  engaged.  Letters  solicitfng  petitions  do  not, 
in  the  experience  of  this  office,  bring  results  connnensurate  with  the  labor  of  writing 
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them.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  suryeyors-general  be  authorized  to  let 
contracts  nnnupported  by  swom-to  settlers'  petitions,  submitting  therewith,  in  Ilea 
thereof,  statements  of  settlers  or  petitions  not  sworn  to,  and  tho  reasons  he  haa  for 
letting  the  contract,  in  which  recommendation  is  to  be  stated,  to  the  fullest  extent 
po88iV)le,  the  class  and  character  of  the  land,  the  probable  number  of  settlers,  and 
the  reasons  that  lead  to  a  conclusion  that  the  survey  will  be  conducive  to  a  speedy 
settlement  upon  the  lauds  when  surveyed. 

A  concession  of  this  kind  would,  I  feel  confident,  be  conducive  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  all  concerned,  and  in  support  of  this  opinion  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am 
able  to  call  attention  to  the  beneficial  results  that  have  and  will  by  analogy  accme 
to  this  State  by  your  liberal  policy  in  permitting  me  to  let  contracts  Nos.  299, 300, 
303,  304,  305,  306,  315,  317,  318,  319,  320,  321,  322,  323,  covering  the  survey  of  town- 
ships for  which  the  full  evidence  of  settlement  requii-ed  by  the  rule  above  mentioned 
could  not  be  submitted,  and  which  were  let  after  much  correspondence  between  this 
and  the  General  Land  Office  upon  the  representations  of  this  office  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  the  evidences  of  settlement  required  and  the  desirability  of  the 
surveys  in  order  to  promote  settlement  in  the  near  future. 

There  were  22  townships  included  in  contracts  Nos.  299  and  300,  which,  under  the 
rule  above  quoted,  would  require  ^at  66  i)etitionB  accompany  the  same  when  snb- 
mitted  for  approval.  Only  34  petitions  were  submitted,  but  since  the  approval  of 
tho  surveys  under  said  contracts,  which  was  during  June  and  July  of  last  year,  and 
in  every  township  except  two  has  been  Aled  upon;  of  such  filings  170  have  already 
been  made.  The  officials  of  the  Helena  land  office  stated  to  me  that  the  number 
of  filings  upon  these  lands  were  greatly  in  excess  of  their  expectation. 

The  region  surveyed  under  contracts  Nos.  299  and  300  lies  south  of  the  Fort 
Assinniboine  Military  Reservation  and  east  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway,  andia 
tributary  to  Big  Sandy,  a  settlement  on  said  road. 

The  region  surveyed  under  contracts  Nos.  303,  304,  321,  and  322  lies  northwest  of 
Montana  Central  Railway,  and  between  it  and  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  and  is 
tributary  to  settlements  on  either  or  both  of  said  lines. 

The  region  surveyed  or  now  being  surveyed  under  the  other  contracts  mentioned 
lies  to  the  north  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  and  is  tributary  to  the  settlements 
along  that  line  for  228  miles.  These  regions  will  undoubtedly  be  settled  ui>on  in 
the  near  future,  and  probably  as  rapidly  as  was  the  region  embraced  by  contracts 
Nos.  299  and  :)00,  because  all  lie  along  tlio  line  of  a  transcontinental  railway. 

I  can  not  furnish  a  statement  as  to  the  increase  in  settlement  on  lands  embraced  by 
these  contracts,  as  in  the  case  of  those  within  the  limits  of  contracts  299  and  300, 
because  in  those  instances  where  surveys  have  been  approved  there  has  not  been 
sufficient  time  to  make  entry,  as  required  by  law,  and  surveys  under  the  others  are 
not  yet  approved.  At  first  sight  it  may  appear  that  an  undue  number  of  contracts 
have  been  let  in  northern  Montana  during  the  last  two  years,  but  such  is  nut  the 
case,  because  the  restrictions  surrounding  the  regular  appropriations  for  fiscal  year 
1894-95,  requiring  that  all  surveys  payable  therefrom  be  without  the  limits  of  the 
land  grant  of  th(^  Northern  Pacific  Railway,  made  it  imperative  that  northern  Mon- 
tana be  tho  fiebl  of  operation,  because,  as  will  be  observed  by  a  glance  at  tho  map 
of  Montana,  the  Northern  Pacific  land  grant  covers  the  major  portion  of  the  more 
densely  settled  part  of  the  State,  and  which  to  a  great  extent  has  been  surveyed. 
Another  reason  why  surveys  have  been  thus  made  is  the  difficulty  in  inducing  depu- 
ties to  take  contracts  for  the  survey  of  isolated  or  fractional  townships,  particularly 
the  latter,  principally  because  of  the  provisions  of  the  Manual  relative  to  surveys 
contiguous  to  old  defective  surveys,  when  errors  are  met  with,  in  order  to  prove 
them  to  be  in  error  and  the  deputies'  own  work  correct,  and  stipulate  that  for  such 
most  troublesome  and  annoying  work  the  deputy  is  to  receive  no  pay,  or  possibly  mini- 
mum rates,  if  the  Commissioner  deems  it  advisable.  The  establishment  of  comers 
is  a  small  part  of  the  work,  compared  with  the  running  of  the  lines  over  monntainons 
or  heavily  timbered  land,  and  I  would  recommend  that  for  all  retracements  made  by 
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the  deputy  Avliicli  prove  tbo  iuacouracy  of  tho  old  work  and  the  accuracy  of  liis  be 
paid  for  at  tbat  rate  stated  in  the  contract,  high  or  low,  for  the  class  and  character 
of  the  Hoc  retraced. 

The  surveyor- general,  in  his  annual  report,  calls  attention  to  "extra 
work"  involved  in  furnishing  certified  copies  of  field  notes,  plats,  and 
other  papers  from  the  official  records,  and  makes  the  following  sugges- 
tions, viz  : 

Extra  work. — By  circular  dated  October  13, 1896  (7544-100),  permiBsion  was  acrorded 
to  surveyors-general  to  furnish  ccrtiliecl  copies  of  Held  notes,  plats,  and  other  papers 
from  the  records,  and  to  charge  certain  fees  therefor.  It  also  stipulates  that  such 
service  is  nut  to  be  performed  in  office  hours  by  clerks  paid  by  the  United  States, 
and  that  tho  Government  stationery  must  not  be  used.  To  the  restriction  that  such 
work  must  not  be  performed  in  office  hours  by  the  clerks  there  is  certainly  no  possible 
objection,  but  restriction  relative  to  use  of  stationery  and  supplies  needs,  in  my 
opinion,  some  modification.  When  copies  of  the  records  are  called  for,  the  applicants 
almost  universally  desire  them  to  be  copies  of  the  original.  This  is  particularly  true 
of  plats,  and  to  do  what  the  applicant  requests  means  that  the  blank  plats  furnished 
by  the  United  States  must  be  used,  and  tliey  have,  I  find,  been  so  used  in  this  dis- 
trict for  many  years.  If  this  custom  be  objectionable,  a  circular  should  be  issued 
stating  the  manner  in  which  the  value  of  Government  supplies  so  used  can  be  covered 
back  into  the  Treasury.  Tho  circular  also  provides  whut  fees  shall  be  charged. 
The  specified  fees  are,  with  one  exception,  probably  just  and  equitable,  the  exception 
being  that  allowed  for  township  plats.  The  work  on  some  plats  is  much  greater 
than  upon  others,  and  the  remuneration  to  the  draftsman  should  be  commensurate 
with  the  work  performed.  A  fixed  price  per  township  would  be  just  if  draftsmeu  were 
kept  steadily  employed  during  their  unemployed  hours  upon  such  extra  work,  but 
they  are  not,  tho  calls  for  extra  work  being  comparatively  few.  In  tho  case  of  copies 
of  plats  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  surveyors-general  be  allowed  to  make 
the  charge  in  accordance  with  the  w(»rk  performed,  the  same  to  be  based  upon  the 
salaries  paid  to  draftsmen  in  the  office. 

NEVADA. 

The  original  apportionment  made  to  Nevada  from  the  annual  appro- 
prialion  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  was  $5,000.  An  additional  apportionment  of  $4,000  from  the 
"reserve  fund"  was  subsequently  made  to  cover  the  liability  of  an 
awarded  contract. 

One  contract  was  awarded  and  approved;  liability,  $5,000,  covering 
the  original  apportionment.  Said  contract  on  the  application  of  the 
contracting  deputies  was  suspended  in  June,  1897,  and  held  for  cancel- 
lation, and  a  new  contract  covering  the  specific  liability  and  townships 
embraced  in  the  first  contract  was  awarded  and  approved. 

One  contract  for  public  surveys  was  also  awarded  and  approved,  and 
the  liability  thereof  ($4,000)  was  made  chargeable  to  the  '^reserve  fund'^ 
of  the  annual  appropriation. 

One  contract  for  public  surveys  within  railroad  land-grant  limits, 
liability,  $5,000,  payable  from  repayments  made  by  the  Central  Pacific 
Bailroad  Company,  was  also  awarded  and  approved. 

In  hi8  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  states,  for  the  fiscal  year 
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189G-97,  that  the  sam  of  $2,730  was  deposited  for  office  work  aud  sta- 
tionery in  mineral  surveys,  and  that  more  mineral  surveys  had  been 
made  that  year  than  for  several  years  past;  and  the  activity  on  that 
line  will  probably  continue  during  the  coming  year. 

During  the  fiscal  year  24  townships  had  been  surveyed,  comprising 
416,204.33  acres  and  a  mileage  of  1,368  miles  10.97  chains. 

Sixty-nine  mineral  surveys  had  been  ordered,  covering  44  placers 
and  47  lodes.  Sixty-seven  mineral  surveys  hail  been  returned  and 
three  orders,  covering  18  lodes,  were  outstanding.  Mineral  plats  made, 
275;  also  3  mineral- district  plats. 

Seventy-five  township  plats  and  37  exterior  and  miscellaneous  plats 
had  also  been  made. 

The  surveyor-general  states  that  there  are  on  file  applications  for  the 
survey  of  a  large  number  of  townships  in  various  parts  of  the  State 
which  he  is  unable  to  act  upon  by  reason  of  lack  of  funds,  and  he 
desires  a  liberal  apportionment  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  the 
fiscal  year  1897-98  to  enable  him  to  meet  as  far  as  possible  said 
applications. 

With  reference  to  former  surveys  of  standard  parallels,  in  different 
directions  and  at  difterent  times,  the  surveyor-general  in  his  auunal 
report  makes  the  following  recommendation,  viz : 

In  mauy  iustanccH  tlio  standard  parallels  are  in  dot^aohed  portions  run  in  from 
difteront  directions  and  at  ditferont  times.  In  many  cases  there  arc  wide  dis- 
orupancios  between  tlioHo  detached  portions,  which  render  it  difTicuU  for  settlers 
iT|)ou  the  uusiirvcyed  land^  tu  do^^iguato  the  township  in  which  they  are  situated 
when  applying  for  snrveya,  and  also  render  it  difficnit  for  this  office  to  is«^uo  to  the 
deputy  the  proper  special  instructions  with  regard  to  the  survey.  To  obviate  theso 
difficulties  all  the  standards  ought  to  be  complete<l  and  the  connections  between 
the  different  parts  made.  This  will  enable  all  parties  to  aot  intelligently  in  the 
premises.  The  number  of  miles  required  is  about  670,  and  the  cost  will  be  about 
$8,000. 

In  the  matter  of  the  restoration  of  mineral  monuments  and  their 
connection  with  the  public  surveys  and  each  other,  the  surveyor- 
general  submits  the  following  statement  as  to  the  importance  of  au 
appropriation  for  that  purpose : 

I  would  again  urge  the  importance  of  an  appropriation  for  the  reBtoration  of 
mineral  niouunieuts  and  their  connection  with  the  public  surveys  and  with  each 
other.  Tlio  lar;;cr  i>art  of  the  mineral  districts  in  this  State  are  npon  unsurveyed 
ground,  and  the  mining  claims  are  connected  with  mineral  monuments.  These 
monuments  were  mostly  established  many  year^  ago,  without  sufficient  regard  to 
their  permanence  in  construction  and  insufficiently  witnessed  by  bearings  to  per- 
manent objects.  A  post  in  mound  of  stone  or  earth  was  generally  nsed.  Dnring 
the  lapse  of  time  since  they  were  established  through  natural  cnnses  the  mounds 
are  becoming  obliterated,  and  in  many  instances  the  posts  have  been  xmlled  up  and 
carried  away  by  wood  choppers.  Thesti  monuments  are  the  official  points  of  refer- 
ence by  which  to  fix  the  locus  of  all  surveyed  and  patented  mining  claims  in  the 
district,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  be  properly  perpetuat-ed.  Where 
they  are  becoming  obliterated  they  shonld  be  reestablished  with  a  due  regard  to 
permanency,  and  their  locns  witnessed  by  connecting  them  with  the  public  surveys, 
with  each  other,  and  with  permanent  natural  objects. 
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The  surveyor- general's  estimate  for  the  surveying  service  in  Nevada 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  is  as  follows:  For  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands,  $50,000;  for  connecting  mineral  monuments  in 
mineral  districts,  $5,000.  In  support  of  said  estimates  the  surveyor- 
general  makes  the  following  statements,  viz : 

The  estimate  for  sarvoyfl  is  based  upon  the  real  need  for  Burveys  in  this  State. 
The  anionnt  asked  for  would  only  partially  meet  the  wants  of  settlers  whose  formal 
applications  for  surveys  are  on  file  in  this  office.  Besides  the  formal  ax)plications, 
informal  applications  and  inquiries  about  the  survey  of  the  unsnrveyed  lands  are 
being  constantly  made,  and  the  formal  applications  would  bo  greatly  increased  except 
that  the  settlers  have  become  disheartened  by  the  long  delay  in  meeting  the  wants 
of  those  who  have  already  applied. 

An  appropriation  for  preserving  the  mineral  monuments  in  mineral  districts  and 
connecting  them  with  the  public  surveys  and  with  each  other  is  badly  needed. 
Many  of  these  mineral  districts  are  on  unsurveyedland,  and  in  many  cases  the  monu- 
ments wero  established  many  years  ago,  and  through  the  lapse  of  years  and  the  van- 
dalism of  wood  gatherers  are  becoming  obliterated.  As  they  are  tlio  official  marks 
by  which  to  fix  the  locus  of  patented  mining  claims,  they  ought  to  be  properly 
restored  and  witnessed  and  connocte<l  with  the  public  surveys,  and  where  more  than 
one  exists  in  a  district,  with  each  other. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  sum  of  $17,500  from  the  annual  appropriation  for  surveying  the 
public  lands  tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  was  apportioned 
to  New  Mexico. 

Under  said  np])ortionmeiit  9  contracts  and  3  sets  of  special  instruc- 
tions in  lieu  of  contracts  (including  one  contract  for  the  survey  of 
^^smali  holding"  claims),  and  involving  a  total  liability  of  $10,540,  were 
awarded,  issued,  and  approved.  One  of  said  contracts  (No.  303,  Will- 
inm  White,  liabih'ty  $250)  was  subse^qucntly  canceled  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  contracting  deputy  and  his  bondsmen. 

Two  contracts  and  two  sets  of  special  instructions  in  lieu  of  contracts 
were  issued  and  appproved,  providing  for  the  survey  of  confirmed  pri- 
vate land  claims;  total  liability  $2,850,  payable  from  the  appropria- 
tion of  $20,000  for  the  survey  of  confirmed  private  land  claims,  per  act 
of  June  11, 1896. 

The  total  numbei;  of  miles  of  different  lines  established  during  the 
year  aggregate  2,335  miles  50  chains  and  0.055  links. 

The  surveyor-general  reports  that  during  the  fiscal  year  there  was 
deposited  on  account  of  the  surveys  of  mining  claims  the  sum  of  $1,225, 
and  applications  were  made  for  the  survey  of  45  mining  claims  and 
the  amended  survey  of  4  mining  claims.  There  are  12G  mining  districts 
in  New  Mexico,  23  of  which  have  been  platted,  leaving  103  districts 
uni)lattcd  by  reason  of  insufficient  clerical  force.  For  said  reason  the 
preparation  of  township  diagrams  showing  the  location  of  mineral  sur- 
veys therein  has  been  discontinued,  leaving  30  townships  for  which  no 
diagrams  have  been  prepared. 

In  his  annual  repoi-t  the  surveyor-general  states  that  the  United 
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States  Court  of  Private  Lands  Claims  has  duriDg  the  fiscal  year 
passed  on  the  validity  of  44  private  land  claims,  15  of  which  liave 
been  confirmed  and  29  rejected.  Also  that  there  remain  aboat  100 
cases  to  be  acted  upon. 

In  the  matter  of  the  survey  of  the  "Las  Vegas  grant,"  the  surveyor- 
general  reports  aa  follows : 

PurKiiant  to  tho  authority  contained  in  yonr  telegram  of  Jnly  25,  1896,  the  survey 
of  aUotnients  made  under  the  Las  Vegas  gr<int  (lieported,  No.  20)  was  rcsnined  l»y 
Rns^ell  fi.  Rice,  deputy  sarveyor,  and  tho  work  continued  until  November  28, 1896^ 
at  which  time  the  work  wiis  discontinned  under  iustrnctionH  from  your  office. 

During  said  fiscal  year  Depnty  Rice  filed  in  this  office  four  books  of  field  notes 
and  a  sketch  xilat  of  the  surveys  of  allotments  executed  by  him  in  tlie  Las  Vegas 
valley,  four  books  of  field  notes  and  five  sheets  of  plat  B  of  the  surveys  of  alloUoeDtB 
executed  by  him  in  the  Sapello  River  valley. 

The  said  returns  showed  that  the  deputy  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisionB 
of  the  Hpecial  instructions^  dated  April  27,  1894,  issued  by  this  ofiSce  for  his  guidance 
in  the  execution  of  tho  said  surveys.  The  said  returns,  together  with  the  protest  of 
F.  A.  Maussanares,  of  Lns  Vegas,  N.  Mex.,  against  the  said  surveys  as  executed  by 
Mr.  Rice  in  the  Las  Vegas  valley,  have  been  duly  transmitt-ed  to  your  office  for 
consideration  and  action. 

I  am  advised  by  your  letter  E,  dated  January  30,  1897,  that  the  entire  matter  ia 
controversy  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  StatoH  on  appeal  bj 
the  Governinent  from  the  action  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
afiirmiug  the  issuance  of  an  injunction  involving  the  Las  Vegas  survey  matters,  on 
the  petition  of  Jefi'erson  Reynolds  et  al.,  and  that  '^  until  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
have  rendered  its  opinion  in  the  matter  of  the  pending  appeal  no  action  will  be  takeu 
on  the  protest  of  F.  A.  Manxaiiares,  or  any  other  questions  involved  in  the  snrveyR, 
resurveys,  examinations,  or  allotments  executed  by  R.  n.  Rice,  United  St-ates  deputy 
surveyor,  under  departmental  and  official  authorization.'' 

Eeferriiig  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Marcb 
3, 1891,  relative  to  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  and  prescrib- 
ing that  all  mines  and  minerals  in  such  claims  shall  remain  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  the  surveyor-general  quotes  said  provisions  aud 
makes  recommendation  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1891,  entitled  *'An  act  to  establish  a  court  of  ]»ri- 
vatii  land  claims  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  certain 
States  aud  Territories,'^  provides,  among  other  things,  that  "No  allowance  or  coo- 
firmation  of  any  claim  shall  confer  any  right  or  title  to  any  gold,  silver,  or  quick- 
silver mines  or  mineral  of  the  same,  unless  the  grant  claimed  effected  the  donation 
or  sule  of  such  mines  or  minerals  to  the  grantee,  or  unless  such  grantee  has  become 
otherwise  entitled  thereto  in  law  or  in  equity ;  but  all  such  mines  and  minerals  shall 
remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  with  the  right  of  working  the  same, which 
fact  shall  bo  stated  in  all  patents  issued  under  this  act.  But  no  such  mines  shall  be 
worked  on  any  property  confirmed  under  this  act  without  the  consent  of  the  owner 
of  such  property  nntil  specifically  authorized  thereto  by  uu  act  of  Congress  here- 
after i)a8sed." 

No  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  giving  persons  the  right  to  work  the  mines  or 
minerals  on  grants  confirmed  under  this  act.  A  large  number  of  persons  in  this  dis- 
trict have  made  locations  of  mining  claims  upon  lands  which  are  or  will  be  included 
within  the  boundaries  of  grants  confirmed  under  said  act,  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  in 
Justice  to  said  locators,  and  to  carry  out  tho  intention  of  said  aot  of  March  3,  1891, 
vigorous  action  should  be  taken  by  the  land  department  with  a  view  of  aecoring 
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the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  giving  miners  the  right  to  work  the  minerals 
neerved  in  the  confirmation  of  grants  by  the  said  Coart  of  Priyate  Land  Claims. 

There  has  already  been  litigation  in  the  conrts  respecting  mining  claims  located 
npon  snch  lands,  and  the  question  is  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention  here. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter  to  many  of  the  residents  of  this  Terri- 
tory, as  well  as  nonresidents  who  are  engaged  in  the  mining  business  in  this  dis- 
trict, I  again  earnestly  urge  that  action  be  taken  therein  at  the  earliest  practicable 
date. 

The  surveyor-general  states  that  3,205  <<  small  holding"  claims,  under 
the  provisions  of  sections  16  and  17  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1891,  as  amended  February  21, 1896,  have  been  filed  in  his 
office,  and  again  calls  attention  to  the  statements  and  recommenda- 
tions relating  thereto  which  were  embodied  in  his  annual  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  1895-96.  Said  statement  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  surveyor-general,  which  is  published  in  full  in  another  place. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  that  there  will  be  required  during 
the  fiscal  year  1897-98,  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  and  "smallhold- 
ing" claims,  the  sum  of  $25,000;  for  the  survey  of  private  land  claims, 
$20,000.  Begarding  said  estimates,  the  surveyor-general  submits  the 
following  statement: 

As  stated  in  said  annual  estimate,  **  settlers  are  locating  and  will  continue  to  locate 
npon  unsurveyed  lands  in  this  district,  and  there  will  be  a  greater  demand  fur  the 
sarvey  of  pnblio  lands  in  the  future  than  there  has  been  during  the  past  two  or 
three  years." 

There  are  about  1,900  small  holding  applications  on  file  in  this  office  for  tracts  of 
land  in  nnsurreyed  townships  and  within  the  boundaries  of  unconfirmed  grants. 
A  large  minority  of  said  tracts  will  have  to  be  surveyed  when  the  lines  of  public 
surreys  are  extended  over  the  townships  in  which  they  are  situated.  The  Court  of 
Private  Land  Claims  has  rejected  some  and  reduced  the  area  of  many  private  land 
claims  that  have  been  considered  by  it  and  the  lines  of  public  surveys  will  have  to 
be  extended  over  such  of  the  lands  formerly  included  in  said  grants  as  become  public 
domain  by  reason  of  the  action  of  said  court,  which  are  agricultural  in  character, 
and  which  are  occupied  in  whole  or  in  part  by  actual  settlers. 

"The  boundaries  of  the  small  holding  claims  of  such  settlers  will  also  have  to  be 
established,  and  therefore  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  required 
for  the  survey  of  public  lands  and  small  holding  claims  in  New  Mexico.'' 

As  stated  in  my  said  annual  estimate,  ''  By  the  time  this  appropriation  is  available 
for  the  survey  of  such  claims,  the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  will  doubtless  have 
disposed  of  all  the  cases  pending  before  it,  and  there  will  be  a  large  number  of 
gr»nts  to  be  surveyed  under  confirmations  by  said  court.  The  stated  amount  of 
$20,000  win  therefore  be  necessary  for  the  survey  of  private  land  claims  in  New 
Mexico.'' 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  original  apportionment  made  to  North  Dakota  from  the  appro- 
priation for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
aOy  1897,  was  $15,000.  An  additional  apportionment  of  $12,000  was 
made  per  office  letter  E  of  June  14, 1897,  the  same  being  the  original 
apportionment  which  was  made  to  South  Dakota,  but  could  not  be 

used. 
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Under  the  original  apportionment  three  contraets  for  public  surveys 
were  awarded  and  approved;  liabilities  aggregating  $16,000.  Two 
contracts  were  awarded  and  approved,  chargeable  to  and  absorbiog 
the  additional  assignment  of  $12,000.  Total  liability  of  five  contracts 
for  public  surveys,  $27,992. 

One  contract  was  also  awarded  and  approved,  providing  for  the 
survey  and  subdivision  of  the  abandoned  Fort  Stevenson  Military 
Reservation;  liability  $1,250,  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
survey  and  appraisal  of  abandoned  military  reservations. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  states  that  the  surve3r8 
upon  which  the  platting,  transcribing,  and  other  office  work  has  been 
completed  since  the  date  of  his  previous  report  aggregate  5,084  miles, 
39  chains,  and  68  links. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  that  the  sum  of  $30,000  will  be 
required  for  public  surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 
In  explanation  of  said  estimate  the  surveyor-general  states  as  follows: 

In  estimating  $30,000  for  surveys,  I  have  considered  the  necessity  of  extending 
surveys  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  along  the  valley  of  the  Cannon  Ball 
River,  also  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State,  north  of  the  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway. 

Settlers  are  coming  into  the  State  in  large  numhers,  most  of  them  seeking 
locations  where  the  land  has  been  surveyed,  as  they  do  not  like  to  settle  on 
unsurveyed  lands,  and  be  obliged  to  wait,  as  in  some  instances  in  the  past  for 
several  years,  for  the  land  to  be  surveyed  so  that  they  can  make  their  filings. 

The  State  land  department  also  desires  to  make  further  selections  of  land  for 
the  benefit  of  the  schools  and  other  public  institutions. 

OREGON. 

The  amount  originally  apportioned  to  the  district  of  Oregon  oat  of 
the  annual  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  was  $13,500, 
to  which  was  subsequently  added  the  sum  of  $716  from  the  **' reserve 
fund,"  to  cover  the  liabilities  of  awarded  contracts  and  special  instmc- 
tions  found  to  be  in  excess  of  said  apportionment. 

Under  said  apportionment  13  contracts,  and  two  sets  of  special 
instructions  in  lieu  of  contracts,  were  awarded,  issued,  and  approved; 
total  liability,  $14,216. 

One  contract,  involving  a  liability  of  $1,500  payable  from  8i>ecial 
deposits,  was  also  awarded  and  approved. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  states  that  the  retoms  of 
surveys  of  49  full  and  fractional  townships  were  received,  examined, 
platted,  and  transcribed  during  the  fiscal  year. 

*  The  number  of  miles  reported  in  said  returns  of  surveys,  as  run  and 
marked,  is  given  at  2,026  miles  44  chains  96  links,  embracing  an  area 
of  621,392.64  acres. 

OfiQce  work  on  said  surveys  consisted  of  147  township  plats,  24 
exterior  plats,  and  4  diagrams  of  standard  parallels;  total  175.  The 
field  notes  consist  of  89  books  of  certified  transcripts. 
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There  was  deposited  for  office  work  on  mining  claims  $925,  of  which 
amount  1709  was  expended.  Mining  claims  sorveyed,  reported,  and 
platted,  15;  reported,  not  platted,  1. 

In  his  annual  report  the  surveyor-general  calls  attention  to  the  advis- 
ability of  expediting  the  examination  of  field  work  and  reports  as  to  its 
accuracy.    His  statement  is  herewith  appended,  as  follows: 

It  is  proper  to  bring  to  yoar  attention  the  advisability  of  expediting  examination 
of  field  work  and  report  as  to  its  accuracy.  The  deputy  surveyors  can  not  begin 
their  work  until  the  adjoining  survey  previously  made  has  been  examined  and 
reported  correct  as  to  the  initial  corner.  Heretofore  the  examinations  have  generally 
be^n  so  long  delayed  that  the  deputy  surveyors  in  many  instances  have  been  unable 
to  complete  their  work  within  the  time  allowed  and  have  been  compelled  to  ask  for 
extension  of  time,  which  throws  their  work  over  into  the  next  summer  ^the  only 
season  when  surreying  can  be  done  accurately  and  at  a  reasonable  cost),  and  in  con- 
sequence do  not  complete  their  contracts  and  receive  their  pay  until  from  two  to 
three  years  after  the  awards  are  made.  Reckoning  on  this  probable  delay,  their 
bids  range  from  15  to  30  per  cent  higher  than  they  would  if  their  work  could  be 
inspected  and  result  reported  in  time  to  permit  correction  of  errors  found  before 
withdrawing  their  parties  for  the  season.  The  appointment  of  a  su£Bcient  number  of 
special  examiners  to  complete  the  inspection  of  each  season's  work  within  the  season 
would  enable  corrections,  where  found  necessary,  to  be  made  while  the  surveying 
parties  were  still  in  the  field,  and  would  save  expense  as  well  as  time. 

The  surveyor-general  in  his  estimates  for  1898-99,  states  the  cost  of 
the  survey  of  50  townships  at  $79,500;  and  also  estimates  for  the  survey 
of  50  townships  within  the  limits  of  railroad  land  grants,  $79,500. 
Regarding  the  unsurveyed  lands  in  Oregon,  the  surveyor-general  makes 
statements  in  connection  with  the  submitted  estimates,  which  are  as 
follows: 

Surve]f9. — The  unsurveyed  lands  in  this  district  are  increasing  in  value  each  year, 
and  in  the  same  ratio  the  namber  of  petitions  and  inquiries,  both  personal  and 
written,  concerning  the  survey  and  opening  up  to  settlement  of  these  lands  becomes 
more  frequent. 

Many  petitions  and  letters  of  inquiry  come  from  parties  who  have  lived  on  unsur- 
veyed  lands  for  ten  to  twenty  years,  asking  and  hoping  for  early  surveys  in  order 
to  obtain  titles  to  their  homes. 

It  has  been  found  that,  after  clearing  the  mountainous  and  timbered  lands  in  this 
district,  where  the  soil  is  of  the  usual  copper-colored  loam,  and  not  too  rocky,  the 
richest  and  most  productive  grades  of  agricultural  lands  have  been  developed. 

The  general  contour  of  lands  in  Oregon  is  such  as  to  favor  irrigation,  which  would 
convert  the  large  semiarid  tracts,  now  used  almost  exclusively  for  grazing,  when  at 
all,  into  fertile  and  productive  farms. 

The  estimate  of  $79,500  for  the  survey  of  50  townships  is  very  low,  considering  the 
namber  of  applications  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  State  and  also  the  fact  that 
the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  apportioned  to  Oregon  has  been  very 
moderate  for  the  last  several  years. 

I  have  also  made  an  estimate  of  $79,500  for  the  survey  of  50  townships  within  the 
limits  of  the  railroad  grants.  The  railroad  companies  and  settlers  have  made  many 
endeavoiB  to  have  such  surveys  made  to  enable  the  immediate  settlement  upon 
thouaands  of  acres  of  fine  timber  and  agricultural  lands. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Of  the  appropriation  for  surveyiDg  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  per  act  of  Congress  approved  June  11, 1896  (29 
Stat.  L.,  434),  the  snm  of  $12,000  was  apportioned  to  the  district  of 
South  Dakota  for  public  surveys. 

The  surveyor-general  failed  to  avail  himself  of  said  apportionment, 
and  consequently  no  contracts  for  public  surveys,  chargeable  thereto, 
were  awarded.  No  satisfactory  reasons  were  submitted  by  the  surveyor- 
general,  either  in  June  last  or  in  his  annual  report,  for  bis  nonaction  in 
the  matter  of  awarding  contracts  and  using  his  apportionment. 

To  avoid  the  lapsing  into  the  Treasury  of  said  apportionment  ot 
$12,000  which  had  been  made  to  South  Dakota,  an  additional  appor- 
tionment of  said  amount  was  assigned  to  North  Dakota,  and  the  same 
was  subsequently  embraced  in  two  awarded  and  approved  contracts 
for  public  surveys  in  the  latter  district. 

Two  sets  of  special  instructions  providing  for  resurveys  in  connec- 
tion with  previously  awarded  contracts  were  issued  by  the  surveyor- 
general  and  approved  by  this  oflBce;  liability  $200,  payable  from  the 
apportionment  of  $15,000  for  resurveys,  per  act  of  June  11, 1896,  making 
an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands. 

Eight  contracts  and  two  sets  of  special  instructions  for  the  surveys 
in  the  Cheyenne  Eiver  and  Rosebud  and  Pine  Eidge  Indian  reserva- 
tions were  awarded  and  approved ;  liabilities  $29,920  and  $600,  pay- 
able from  the  special  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  surveys  within  the 
Cheyenne  River  and  Rosebud  Reservation,  and  from  the  appropriation 
of  $20,000  for  surveying  and  allotting  Indian  reservations  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  mileage  of  surveys  executed,  and  ux)on  which  the  office  work 
was  completed  during  the  fiscal  year,  amounted  to  3,546  miles  74 
chains  18  links.  Additional  office  work  aggregating  1,400  miles  of  sur- 
veys was  practically  completed  during  the  year,  but  could  not  he 
transmitted  until  after  the  close  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  returns  have  been  .approved  of  81  jiublic  surveys  of 
townships  and  of  61  original  and  amended  mineral  surveys,  which 
required  the  preparation  of  19  diagrams  of  township  and  other  exte- 
riors, 264  township  plats,  155  transcript  field  notes  of  surveys  and 
examinations,  61  transcript  field  notes  and  reports  of  mineral  sur- 
veys, and  238  plats  and  diagrams  of  mineral  surveys. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  statement,  the  surveyor-general  reports 
that  much  labor  has  been  expended  on  initiating  and  continuing  a 
complete  index  of  office  records  and  in  preparing  connected  diagrams 
of  mineral  surveys  for  office  use,  and  in  generally  placing  the  records 
in  proper  condition  for  reference  and  safety. 
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Beferring  to  Indian-allotment  surveys,  the  sarveyor-general  in  his 
annual  report  states  as  follows: 

To  this  office  has  heen  confided  a  large  amount  of  sarveys  for  allotments  within 
Indian  reservations  in  this  State.  The  preparation  of  contracts,  special  instructions, 
diagrams,  and  information  for  deputies,  also  the  critical  examination  of  returns, 
preparation  of  instructions  for  field  examiners,  and  a  critical  examination  of  returns 
thereunder,  and  general  oversight  of  the  work  of  speoial  clerks  engaged  on  such 
surveys,  have  devolved  largely  upon  the  regular  office  force  and  have  occupied  no 
inconsiderahle  portion  of  its  attention  during  the  year. 

Beferring  to  his  last  annual  report,  the  surveyor-general  makes  the 
following  remarks  with  reference  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  public 
surveys  over  the  Black  Hills  district: 

Black  HilU  aurveya,— In  line  with  my  last  annual  report,  surveys  have  heen  com- 
pleted in  the  field  of  a  portion  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  general  survey 
system  of  township  exteriors  over  the  Black  Hills  region  of  this  State.  The  purposes 
of  extension  are  to  embrace  existing  settlements,  to  enable  the  State  of  South  Dakota 
to  make  selections  of  lauds  it  desires  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  February  22, 1889, 
and  to  provide  comers  of  the  general  system  with  which  to  connect  mineral  surveys 
in  preference  to  connecting  the  latter  to  locating  monuments  which,  in  respect  of 
their  isolation,  are  objectionable.  The  importance  of  the  last-named  purpose  has 
been  fully  set  forth  in  former  annual  reports.  A  further  extension  of  the  general 
system  is  desired  and  will,  with  your  approval,  be  made  during  the  incoming  fiscal 
year,  or  as  soon  as  the  usual  technicalities  can  be  fulfilled. 

The  necjessity  for  an  examination  in  the  field  of  mineral  surveys,  to 
which  the  surveyor-general  made  reference  in  his  previous  annual 
report,  still  continues,  and  the  surveyor-general  calls  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  evident  need  of  legislative  provision  to  that  end. 

The  need  of  connections  between  the  several  locating  monuments, 
independent  of  the  mineral  surveys  connected  to  them,  is  again  referred 
to  by  the  surveyor-general  in  his  annual  report,  as  follows: 

dmnectioH  of  mineral  locating  monumenU, — The  need  of  connections  between  the 
several  locating  monuments,  to  be  made  independent  of  the  mineral  surveys  con- 
nected to  them,  was  set  forth  in  my  annual  report  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  I 
again  present  the  necessity,  and  a  small  amount  for  the  inception  of  such  work  is 
submitted  in  my  estimates  for  the  surveying  service  of  this  district  for  the  fiscal 
year  1898-99. 

ExpenBe*  inddeni  to  mineral  surveys. — I  can  not  do  better  than  repeat  from  my  pre- 
ceding annual  report  on  this  important  matter.  It  was  thought  that  the  law 
intended  all  expenses  incident  to  mineral  surveys  should  be  paid  by  the  claimants. 
It  was  difficult  to  understand  precisely  how  it  could  be  proper  to  require  a  claimant 
to  pay  for  clerical  services  in  the  survey or-generaFs  office,  and  not  equally  proper 
to  require  him  to  pay  all  other  costs  in  that  office  which,  in  the  absence  of  his  sur- 
veys, would  not  be  incurred.  Again,  there  appeared  no  consistency  in  charging 
mineral  contingent  expenses  to  an  annual  appropriation,  and  omitting  to  charge  the 
annual  appropriation  for  salaries  with  the  mineral  clerical  expense,  and  there  seemed 
an  equal  lack  of  authority  for  either  charge.  Wherein  the  law  could  discriminate 
between  clerical  service  and  auy  other  form  of  expense  incident  to  mineral  surveys, 
was  not  understood  by  this  office  at  least.  Yet,  such  a  discrimination  has  been 
insisted  upon  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department.  And  due  to 
this  construction  of  law,  the  yearly  contingent  appropriation  for  this  office  has  been 
burdened  with  mineral  contingent  expense,  which  could  not  in  the  nature  of  things 
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bavo  been  within  the  consideration  of  Congress  when  making  the  appropriation. 
The  mineral  service  in  this  State  has  vastly  increased  daring  the  fiscal  year  now 
dosing,  causing  a  like  increase  in  the  contingent  expense.  This,  in  view  of  the 
reduced  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  for  the  incoming  fiscal  year,  will  per- 
petuate and  accentuate  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  records  of  this  office 
which  I  have  endeavored  so  strenuously  to  improve.  Should  it  still  be  held  that 
the  law  discriminates  as  stated,  I  most  earnestly  present  to  yourself  for  the  attention 
of  Congress  the  desirability  of  making  all  expense  incident  to  mineral  surveys, 
including  field  examination  and  the  connection  of  locating  monuments,  payable 
entirely  by  applicants,  so  that  mineral  surveys  may  be  had  without  expense  to  tiie 
United  States  in  any  respect,  excepting  of  necessity  the  official  saperintendence  of 
the  surveyor-general. 

The  surveyor-general  submits  the  following  estimates  for  field  work 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  viz:  For  the  survey  of 
standard  and  exterior  lines,  subdivisional  surveys,  and  examinations 
in  the  field,  $22,400,  and  for  establishing  mineral  monuments,  $2,000. 

With  reference  to  the  proposed  extension  of  public  surveys  within 
the  Black  Hills  region,  and  the  item  for  establishing  and  connecting 
mineral  monuments,  the  surveyor-general  submits  the  following  addi- 
tional remarks : 

Items  for  surveys, — This  amotint  is  required  to  make  surveys  of  lands  within  the 
Black  Hills  region  of  this  State.  A  partial  extension  of  exteriors  has  heen  made 
during  the  year  now  closing.  A  further  extension  is  desired.  While  much  of  the 
country  is  mineral  bearing,  there  is  not  a  township  within  the  entire  area  that  does 
not  contain  a  considerable  proportion  of  land  valuable  alone  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses and  used  for  such  purposes.  Such  lands  are  occupied — portions  for  many 
years — by  agricultural  settlers  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  Government  title  to 
their  holdings.  It  is  now  desired  to  provide  in  this  estimate  for  the  complete  sorvef 
of  both  exterior  and  subdivision  lines  of  those  townships  where  such  settlers  are 
most  numerous.  The  importance  of  the  extension  of  township  exteriors  in  relation 
to  the  satisfactory  location  of  mineral  claims,  and  the  great  desirability  of  connect- 
ing all  mineral  surveys  and  monuments  with  the  monuments  of  the  regular  system, 
were  dwelt  upon  at  length  in  the  remarks  accompanying  my  former  annual  estimates. 
The  reasons  then  set  forth  still  exist.  Complications  and  conflicts  between  minersl 
surveys  connected  to  two  or  more  mineral  monuments  increase  in  number  as  inter- 
vening lands  are  taken  up.  The  extension  of  the  general  system  will  famish  s 
measure  of  relief. 

Item  for  estublishing  and  connecting  mineral  monuments, — The  amount  is  requested  to 
initiate  a  more  permanent  establishment  of  mineral  monument's,  to  connect  them  and 
those  already  established  with  each  other  and  with  the  public  surveys,  that  position 
of  mineral  surveys  relative  to  each  other  and  to  the  public-surveys  system  may  be 
certainly  known.  Present  connections  between  these  monuments  are  too  few  and 
uncertain  to  enable  this  office  to  properly  scrutinize  and  adjust  mineral  surveys.  A 
large  number  of  mineral  monuments  in  Pennington  and  Custer  counties  are  not 
definitely  known  or  are  entirely  obliterated.  This  work  should  be  done,  and  in  s 
manner  independent  of  the  usual  mineral  surveys  and  the  connections  made  in  them. 

UTAH. 

Under  the  apportionment  of  $20,000  made  to  Utah  out  of  the  annual 
appropriation  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  five  contracts  were  awarded  and  approved,  the  liabilities 
of  which  equaled  said  apportionment. 
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One  contract  providing  for  public  surveys  within  the  limits  in  Utah 
of  the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Kailroad  Company  was  awarded  and  approved ;  liability 
$4,859.17,  payable  from  repayments  made  by  said  company. 

During  the  year  returns  of  the  survey  of  35  townships,  representing 
1,543  miles  57  chains  26  links  of  line,  have  been  approved 'and  for- 
warded to  the  General  Land  Office.    Township  plats  made,  161. 

In  the  mineral  section  of  the  surveyor-general's  oflBce,  218  original 
surveys,  containing  651  locations,  22  amended  surveys,  and  the  town 
site  of  Eureka  were  approved.  In  connection  with  said  surveys,  949 
plats  were  made. 

The  surveyor-general  estimates  the  cost,  for  the  fiscal  year  1898-99, 
of  surveying  townships  in  which  there  exist  more  than  one  desert 
entry  or  one  settler's  application  at  $39,639;  for  the  survey  of  town 
ships  in  which  there  is  but  one  desert  entry  or  one  settler,  $48,503; 
total,  $88,142.  No  deduction  is  made  for  the  apportionment  of  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  as  the 
same  will  probably  be  absorbed  in  surveys  under  settlers'  applications. 

WASHINGTON. 

The  original  apportionment  made  to  Washington  from  the  appropri- 
ation for  surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  was  $40,000. 

Under  said  apx)ortionment  17  contracts,  and  3  sets  of  special  instruc- 
tions in  lieu  of  contracts  for  public  surveys,  were  awarded,  issued,  and 
approved;  total  liability,  $38,421. 

Five  sets  of  special  instructions  authorizing  resurveys  to  the  extent 
of  $797,  payable  from  the  assignment  of  $15,000  for  resurveys,  per  act 
of  June  11, 1896,  were  issued  and  approved. 

Six  contracts  for  public  surveys,  on  the  application  of  the  governor 
of  Washington ;  liability,  $10,077,  payable  from  special  deposits  made 
by  the  State  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1894  (28 
Stat.  L.,  394),  were  awarded  and  approved. 

One  contract  providing  for  subdivisional  surveys  in  T.  7  N.,  R.  44  E.; 
liability,  $480,  payable  from  special  deiK)sits,  made  by  individuals, 
was  awarded  and  approved. 

One  set  of  special  instructions  for  the  survey  of  the  Hoh  Indian 
Eeservation  in  T.  26  N.,  R.  13  and  14  W.;  liability,  $40,  payable  from 
the  appropriation  for  surveying  and  allotting  Indian  reservations,  1897, 
was  issued  and  approved. 

Two  contracts  for  the  survey  of  lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  land  grant;  liabilities  $2,076,  payable  from 
the  appropriation  of  March  2, 1895,  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands 
lying  within  the  limits  of  land  grants  made  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroads,  etc.,  were  approved.  Said  contracts  were 
awarded  during  the  previous  fiscal  year,  but  were  not  approved,  owing 
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to  the  unaccepted  couditioii  of  the  sarroanding  surveys  executed  under 
other  contracts. 

The  number  of  miles  run  and  acres  surveyed  during  the  fiscal  year 
are  as  follows:  Standard  and  meander,  township,  section,  and  connect- 
ing lines,  l,d95  miles  13  chains  28  links.    Acres,  520,817.35. 

The  mileage  of  surveys  accepted  during  the  year  is  given  at  2,410 
miles  43  chains  and  84  links  of  standard  and  meander,  township,  sec- 
tion, and  connecting  lines.    Acres,  646,969.63. 

Aggregate  number  of  miles  run  and  acres  surveyed  prior  to  July  1, 
1896,  the  returns  of  which  are  now  pending  before  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral's office  and  the  General  Land  Office,  is  reported  at  2,206  miles  48 
chains  83  links  of  standard  and  mender,  township  and  reservatioD, 
section  and  connecting  lines.    Acres,  613,906.61. 

The  amount  of  work  executed  during  the  year  by  the  drafting  and 
transcribing  divisions  of  the  surveyor- general's  office  is  reported  as 
follows:  Township  plats  made,  615;  pages  of  field  notes  transcribed, 
3,793. 

The  surveyor-general  in  his  annual  report  repeats  the  recommenda- 
tions heretofore  made  relative  to  the  necessity  of  additional  legislation 
by  Congi*ess  whereby  the  sureties  on  the  bonds  of  contracting  deputy 
surveyors  may  be  compelled  to  carry  out  and  complete  the  contracts  for 
public  surveys  upon  the  failure  of  the  deputies  to  do  so.  Said  recom- 
mendations being  deemed  proper,  are  herein  embodied  in  full,  viz : 

There  seems  no  way  whereby  the  sureties  on  bonds  of  deputy  surveyors  can  be 
compelled  to  carry  out  the  contract  upon  the  failure  of  the  deputy  to  do  so.  It 
seems  that  they  are  only  liable  for  fraudulent  surveys.  The  suggestion  is  respect- 
fully made  that  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  present  law  in  regard  to  the  liability 
of  sureties  on  deputies'  bonds,  so  as  to  hold  them  liable  in  the  event  the  depaty  fails 
to  take  the  field  within  a  reasonable  time  or  to  make  returns  of  surveys  within  the 
contract  time.  In  other  words,  they  should  be  held  responsible  to  the  United  States 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  deputy's  part  of  the  contract  in  every  particular. 

The  suggestion  is  made  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  deputy  surveyors  who 
first  put  the  public  lands  in  a  condition  to  be  disposed  of,  in  many  cases  at  great 
hardship  to  themselves  and  no  small  outlay  of  money  to  provide  the  necessary  force, 
provisions,  and  other  expenses  incidental,  means  be  provided  to  expedite  the  aocept- 
auce  of  the  surveys  and  the  adjuHtment  of  their  accounts.  In  many  cases,  after  the 
deputies  have  made  returns  of  their  field  notes,  months  (and  in  some  cases  a  year) 
elapse  before  an  examination  is  made  in  the  field  to  test  the  accuracy  of  their  work. 
In  almost  all  cases  the  deputy  surveyors  are  compelled  to  borrow  money  to  carry 
out  these  contracts,  and  the  long  delay  in  the  acceptance  of  their  work  and  settle- 
meuc  of  their  accounts  in  many  cases  results  in  even  a  pecuniary  loas  on  their 
contracts. 

As  a  remedy  for  this,  I  would  make  the  suggestion  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  sur- 
veyor-general should  be  required  to  submit  to  the  General  Land  OfiSce  at  the  b^in- 
ning  of  each  season  for  field  examinations  (such  season  in  this  State  extends  from 
about  May  1  to  November  1)  a  statement  of  townships  ready  and  those  which  will 
be  ready  for  examination  during  the  season,  the  location  of  the  same,  estimated  cost 
of  examination,  and  the  number  of  examiners  necessary.  Upon  such  a  statement 
examiners  to  be  sent  to  the  different  surveying  districts,  and  while  they  report  to 
the  General  Land  Office  direct,  yet  their  movements  as  to  details  of  the  examina- 
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tions  be  loft  to  the  surveyoT-geDeraly  for  the  reason  that  as  he  resides  in  the  snrvey- 
ing  district  he  naturally  is  better  informed  as  to  the  best  means  of  getting  to  and 
from  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  is  better  able  to  direct  such  movements  than 
orders  from  the  General  Land  Office. 

It  wonld  also  be  a  convenience  and  a  check  for  making  future  estimates  of  cost  of 
examinations  for  the  General  Land  Office  to  send  to  the  different  surveyors-general 
the  actual  cost  of  each  contract  examined  in  hi8  district,  such  a  statement  to  be  sent, 
of  course,  after  the  accounts  of  tlie  examiners  have  been  adjusted. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  examiner  should  be 
filed  with  the  surveyor-general  in  order  that  if  the  Report  of  a  survey  shows  the  field 
work  to  be  so  defective  that  it  can  not  be  accepted  it  would  be  unnecessary  expense 
for  the  Grovernment  to  plat  and  transcribe  the  notes  before  the  work  is  corrected  by 
the  deputy,  if  such  corrections  are  advisable.  If  such  an  examination  shows  the 
survey  to  be  so  defective  that  a  new  survey  will  be  necessary,  the  surveyor-general 
could  then  either  at  once  order  the  deputy  to  make  a  new  survey  or  else  reject  his 
work. 

There  was  deposited  by  mineral  claimants  daring  the  fiscal  year  the 
sum  of  $793  to  cover  the  cost  of  office  work  in  connection  with  the  sur- 
vey of  mining  claims. 

Begirding  the  mineral  outlook  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  of  1897-98 
the  surveyor-general  states  as  follows : 

During  the  year  a  great  deal  of  prospecting  has  been  done  in  the  mountains  for 
gold,  silver,  and  other  minerals,  and  thousands  of  locations  have  been  made,  many 
of  which  have  every  iudication  of  proving  very  valuable.  The  outlook,  therefore, 
is  that  during  the  next  fiscal  year  the  deposits  made  for  office  work  by  those  inter- 
ested in  mining  locations  will  greatly  exceed  the  amount  of  the  past  year. 

WYOMING. 

Of  the  annual  amount  appropriated  by  the  act  of  June  11,  1896,  for 
surveying  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  the 
sum  of  $25,000  was  assigned  to  the  district  of  Wyoming. 

Under  said  apportionment  three  contracts  were  awarded  and  ap- 
proved; total  liability  $18,000. 

The  surveyor-general  was  authorized  to  award  a  contract  (No.  267) 
to  R.  W.  Burkhardt,  deputy  surveyor,  involving  a  liability  of  $7,000. 
Although  the  forms  of  the  "agreement"  of  said  contract  were  duly 
executed  by  the  surveyor-general  and  the  contracting  deputy,  the  lat- 
ter failed  to  obtain  the  necessary  sureties  on  the  bond  securing  his  con- 
tract prior  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year;  hence  the  failure  to  embody 
the  full  amount  of  the  original  assignment  in  awarded  and  approved 
contracts. 

The  aggregate  number  of  miles  surveyed  in  the  district,  the  field 
notes  of  which  w^ere  approved,  is  878  miles  75.88  chains.  Total  num- 
ber of  acres  embraced  in  township  surveys,  292,607.20. 

Township  plats  and  mineral  surveys,  88;  transcripts  made,  32;  dia- 
grams, tracings,  etc.,  186. 

The  surveyor-general  submits  the  following  estimates  for  surveys  and 
resurveys  in  Wyoming  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  viz: 
For  surveys  of  exteriors  and  subdivisions,  $11,600;  for  the  resurvey  of 
standard,  exterior,  and  subdivisional  lines,  $12,000. 
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The  surveyor-general  states  that  the  extension  of  pablic  sarveys  over 
all  lands  in  Wyoming  is  in  the  interest  of  the  settlers  on  the  lands,  the 
State  of  Wyoming,  and  the  General  Gt>vemment.  The  estimate  for 
public  surveys  is  based  upon  lands  situated  in  different  portions  of  the 
State,  some  of  the  lands  being  in  townships  already  partially  subdi- 
vided, and  their  completion  is  deemed  necessary.  Communications 
have  been  received  from  parties  inquiring  as  to  the  probability  of  the 
public  surveys  being  extended  over  these  lands,  but  no  applications  for 
survey  from  actual  settlers  have  been  filed. 

The  estimate  for  resurveys  relates  to  lands  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
but  principally  in  the  Big  Horn  Basin.  Information  is  repeatedly 
received  to  the  effect  that  the  original  official  surveys  are  defective  to 
the  extent  that  it  is  impossible  to  find  any  Government  comers  by 
which  settlers  can  locate  their  claims. 

The  surveyor-general  is  confident,  if  an  appropriation  for  resurveys 
in  Wyoming  could  be  obtained,  that  the  petitions  of  all  of  the  actual 
settlers  on  the  lands  would  be  framed  as  required  by  the  statutes  and 
official  and  departmental  regulations. 

ALASKA. 

In  his  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  the 
United  States  marshal,  ex  officio  surveyor-general  for  Alaska,  states  that 
twenty-eight  applications  for  mineral  surveys  had  b^n  made  during  the 
year,  for  which  orders  and  instructions  were  issued. 

Twenty  applications  for  surveys  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3, 1891  (including  the  town  site  of  Wrangel), 
were  also  made  during  the  year,  for  which  orders  and  instructions  were 
issued. 

Special  deposits  for  field  and  office  work  were  made  during  the  year, 
amounting  to  $3,254. 

Nine  official  surveys  were  executed  in  the  field  by  the  deputies,  and 
the  plats  and  field  notes  duly  filed  in  the  surveyor-general's  office. 

Nine  mineral  surveys  were  approved  by  the  surveyor  general,  and 
triplicate  plats  and  transcript  field  notes  were  prepared. 

Two  official  surveys  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  were  executed  in 
the  field,  and  the  plats  and  field  notes  thereof  submitted  to  the  surveyor- 
general's  office,  from  which  triplicate  plats  and  transcript  field  notes 
were  prepared. 

ISLAND  AND  FBAaMENTABT  SUBVBYS. 

While  numerous  inquiries  concerning  unsurveyed  islands  situate  in 
meandered  rivers  and  lakes  and  other  fragmentary  tracts  of  land  have 
been  received,  formal  applications  for  such  surveys  have  been  presented 
and  acted  upon  by  this  Office  and  the  Department,  as  follows: 

An  island  in  Pox  Eiver  in  section  25,  T.  36  N.,  R.  5  E.,  third  princi- 
pal meridian,  Illinois.    Application  disallowed. 
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Two  islands  in  the  Wisconsin  Eiver  in  sections  5  and  6,  T.  12  N.,  B. 
8  E.,  Wisconsin.    Application  rejected. 

A  tract  of  land  in  Cypress  Lake  in  sections  25  and  26,  T.  28  S.,  B. 
29  E.,  Florida.  Application  approved  and  survey  ordered.  The  sur- 
veyor-general was  directed  to  prepare  special  instructions  for  the 
snrvey.  Instructions  submitted  to  this  office;  same  examined  and 
approved.    Returns  of  survey  not  yet  received. 

An  island  in  the  Missouri  River  in  section  16,  T.  44  N.,  R.  11  W., 
Missouri.  Ap])lication  rejected,  as  it  was  shown  that  the  island  had 
formed  since  the  survey  and  disposition  of  the  adjacent  shore  lands, 
and  attention  was  called  to  the  case  of  L.  F.  Scott,  14  L.  D.,  433. 

A  tract  of  land  on  the  St.  Francis  River  in  section  11,  T.  18  N.,  R. 
8  E.,  fifth  principal  meridian,  Missouri,  containing  about  53  acres  of 
land,  situate  outside  the  meander  line.  Application  approved  and  sur- 
vey ordered.    It  was  shown  that  the  United  States  deputy  surveyor 

meandered  a  slough  inst<ead  of  the  eastern  shore  of  the  river  proper, 
thus  omitting  the  land  from  the  official  survey.    In  disposing  of  the 

case  it  was  said  by  the  Secretpiry  in  his  decision  of  May  3, 1897,  as 

follows: 

The  laDd  immediately  adjoining  said  tract  is  owned  by  Kelly,  the  applicant,  who 
alleges  that  until  recently  he  thought  he  owned  the  tract  in  question. 

This  case  is  similar  to  that  of  Home  v.  Smith  (159  U.  S.,  40).  In  that  case  it 
appeared  that  Home  had  received  a  patent  for  lot  7,  of  section  23,  and  lots  1  and  2, 
seotion  26,  T.  29  S.,  R.  38  £.,  Tallahassee  meridian,  Florida,  containing  170.42  acres 
according  to  the  official  plat  of  survey.  The  official  plat  showed  that  sections  23 
and  26  were  fractional  sections  bordering  on  the  Indian  River.  On  the  plat  a 
meander  line  ran  through  the  sections  from  north  to  south,  the  Indian  River  being 
on  the  west  thereof. 

It  was  shown,  however,  that  a  bayou  had  been  meandered  instead  of  the  river 
proper,  and  that  between  the  bayou  and  the  river  was  a  tract  of  unsurveyed  land 
containing  about  600  acres. 

It  was  held  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  official  plat  showed  the  Indian 
River  to  be  the  western  boundary  of  the  land  patented  to  Home,  the  bayou  was  the 
actual  boundary  and  the  unsurveyed  land  between  the  bayou  and  the  river  proper 
did  not  pass  to  him  under  his  patent. 

Special  instructions  for  the  survey  were  prepared  by  this  Office  in 
favor  of  the  surveyor  named  in  the  application,  who  was  directed  to 
proceed  to  execute  the  survey  without  unnecessary  delay.  The  returns 
of  the  survey  have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  appeal  of  Joseph  W.  Curry  from  decision  of  this  Office  of  July 
8, 1895,  refusing  to  grant  his  petition  for  the  survey  of  the  old  bed  of 
the  Des  Moines  River  in  the  NE.  J  of  section  36,  T.  78  K,  R.  23  W., 
fifth  principal  meridian,  Iowa,  was  decided  by  the  Department  by 
letter  to  this  Office  dated  July  13, 1896,  in  which  it  was  said :  <' Finding 
no  error  in  said  decision,  the  same  is  hereby  affirmed." 

Returns  of  surveys  of  the  foUowing  islands  under  applications  here- 
tofore made  have  been  received. 

Two  islands  in  Evans  Lake  in  sections  6  and  7,  T.  5  S.,  R.  3  E.,  Michi- 
gan.   Returns  of  survey  examined  and  survey  accepted.    Plats  in 
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triplicate  prepared  by  this  Office,  original  plat  and  field  notes  forwarded 
to  State  land  office,  duplicates  retained  by  this  Office  and  triplicate  plat 
sent  to  local  land  office. 

Island  in  Cedar  Lake  in  T.  11  N.,  E.  19  E.,  fourth  principal  meridian, 
Wisconsin,  survey  accepted  and  same  action  taken  with  reference  to 
preparing  plats  and  field  notes  ibr  filing  in  State  and  local  land  offices, 
as  in  case  next  above  named. 

Island  in  Waubeesee  Lake  in  sections  17  and  18,  T.  4  K.,  E.  20  £., 
Wisconsin.  Eeturns  examined  and  accepted.  Plats  and  field  notes 
prepared  by  this  office  and  forwarded  to  the  State  and  proper  United 
States  local  land  offices  for  filing. 

Sugar  Mill  Island  in  Kansas  Eiver  in  sections  29  and  30,  T.  11  S.,  B. 
15  E.,  Kansas.  Eeturns  of  survey  examined  and  survey  accepted  by 
this  Office.  Plats  constructed  in  triplicate  and  field  notes  copied,  origi- 
nal plat  and  field  notes  sent  to  State  land  office,  and  duplicates  retained 
by  this  Office.    Triplicate  plat  filed  in  United  States  local  land  office. 

Hoovers  Island  in  T.  87  i^.,  E.  47  W.,  fifth  principal  meridian,  Iowa. 
Eeturns  of  survey  not  yet  examined.    , 

EXAMINATIONS   OF  SURVEYS  IN  THE  FIELD. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  11, 1896,  making  appropria- 
tions for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  there  was  appropriated  for  surveys  and  resurveys 
of  public  lands  $325,000.  Of  this  amount  the  act  authorized  the  use 
of  not  exceeding  $40,000  for  the  examination  of  surveys  in  the  field  in 
order  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  work  of  United  States  deputy  surveyors 
and  the  examination  of  surveys  heretofore  made  and  reported  to  be  de- 
fective or  fraudulent. 

During  the  year  there  were  employed  under  this  appropriation  seven 
special  agents  for  the  examination  of  surveys  who  were  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  several  surveying  districts  according  as  surveys  were 
reported  by  the  surveyors-general  ready  for  inspection  in  the  field. 

Owing  to  the  very  large  number  of  surveys  completed  and  returned 
during  the  year,  the  force  of  special  agents  employed  by  the  Department 
was  not  sufficient  to  make  prompt  field  examinations,  hence  surveyors- 
general  were  in  a  number  of  cases  authorized  to  appoint  special  exami- 
ners, under  the  provisions  of  section  2223  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  of  the 
United  States.  In  addition  to  the  examinations  made  by  the  special 
agents  and  by  special  examiners,  a  number  of  field  examinations  were 
made  in  several  surveying  districts  by  five  clerks  of  the  division  of 
public  surveys  in  this  office  detailed  for  the  purpose.  The  compensa- 
tion and  expenses  of  the  special  agents  and  special  examiners,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  detailed  clerks  were  paid  out  of  the  fund  of  $40,000 
made  available  by  said  act  of  June  11, 189G,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
examination  of  sui-veys  of  Indian  reservations,  when  the  cost  of  field 
examinations  was  paid  firom  the  proper  appropriation  for  Indian  surveys. 
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During  the  fiscal  year  surveys  executed  under  contracts  in  the  sev- 
eral surveying  districts  were  accepted  after  inspection  in  the  field  by 
special  agents,  special  examiners,  or  detailed  clerks,  and  subsequent 
critical  examination  of  the  plats  and  field  notes  in  this  Office  and  com- 
parison of  the  same  with  the  reports  and  field  notes  of  the  examiners, 
as  follows: 


Sarreying  districts. 


Con. 
tracts. 


Sarveyiog  districts. 


Con- 
tracts. 


AriBonA  .. 
Califomi* 
Colorado.. 

Idaho 

llinneaota 
Montana  . 
Nevada... 


New  Mexico.. 
North  Dakota 

Oregon  

South  Dakota. 

Utah  

Washington . . 
Wyoming 


6 

1 

13 

7 

21 
1 


Of  the  surveys  reported  in  the  above  table,  some  were  partial  surveys 
under  given  contracts,  where  the  entire  work  under  such  contracts  was 
not  returned  during  the  fiscal  year.  In  some  cases  surveys  were 
accepted  which  had  been  previously  suspended  on  account  of  error  in  the 
field  work  or  defects  in  the  returns,  and  in  other  cases  portions  of  the 
surveys  under  certain  contracts  returned  during  the  year,  which  were 
found  upon  examination  to  have  been  well  executed,  were  accepted, 
but  other  portions  of  the  work  under  such  contracts  were  suspended 
awaiting  corrections  in  the  field,  or  corrections  and  explanations  of 
errors  or  omissions  developed  by  the  examination  of  the  returns  in  this 
Office.  There  were  two  cases  in  which  the  surveys  were  so  poorly  exe- 
cuted as  to  necessitate  their  rejection.  The  suspended  and  rejected 
surveys  are  particularly  referred  to  in  succeeding  paragraphs. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1897,  surveys  executed  under  contracts  let,  or 
special  instructions  issued  by  surveyors-general,  were  accepted  with- 
out examination  in  the  field,  as  follo^C^s: 


Sarreying  districts. 


California . 
Florida.... 

Idaho 

Minnesota 


Con- 
tracts. 

Instruc- 
tions. 

8 
1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

Sarreying  districts. 


Montana 

New  Mexico... 
South  Dakota. 
Washington  .. 


Con- 
tracts. 


3 


Instruc- 
tions. 


1 
2 
1 
2 


In  those  cases  where  surveys  were  accepted  without  field  examination 
the  liabilities  involved  were  generally  so  small  that  the  expense  of 
sending  an  examiner  to  the  field  would  have  been  disproportionate  to 
the  cost  of  survey  or  the  deputy  surveyors  who  executed  the  work 
were  known  to  be  competent  and  reliable;  and  as  it  appeared  from  the 
evidence  afibrded  by  the  examination  of  the  returns  in  this  office  that 
the  terms  of  the  contract  or  instructions  had  been  complied  with,  the 
surveys  were  duly  accepted.  The  surveys  under  seven  contracts  in 
Oalifortiia  were,  however,  accepted  by  the  then  Commissioner  under 
his  construction  of  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  between  the 
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sureties  on  the  bonds  securing  said  contracts  and  the  Department  of 
Justice  which  had  been  entered  into  on  the  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

Among  the  accepted  surveys  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  tables 
were  the  resurvey  of  the  Yuma  Indian  Eeservation  in  Oalifomia; 
surveys  within  the  Fort  Hall  Indian  Eeservation  in  Idaho;  within  the 
Eed  Lake  Indian  Eeservation  in  Minnesota;  the  west,  north,  and  east 
boundaries  of  the  ceded  portion  of  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Eeserva- 
tion in  Montana;  surveys  for  allotments  within  the  Klamath  Indian 
Eeservation  in  Oregon ;  surveys  within  the  Lower  Brule  and  Eosebad 
Indian  reservations  in  South  Dakota,  and  the  outboundaries  of  the 
Ozette  Indian  Eeservation  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  returns  were  received  of  surveys  of  the 
following  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  confirmed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  entitled  ^'An  act  to 
establish  a  court  of  private  land  claims,  and  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  private  land  claims  in  certain  States  and  Territories,"  viz: 
Arroyo  Hondo  grant,  Juan  de  Gabaldou  grant,  Sevilleta  grant,  and 
Pueblo  of  Santa  Clara  grant. 

During  the  year  surveys  of  one  island  in  Kansas,  two  in  Wisconsin, 
and  one  in  Michigan  were  accepted.  These  island  surveys  were  exe- 
cuted under  instructions  issued  by  the  Commissioner,  acting  under  the 
law,  as  ex  officio  surveyor-general  of  the  States  in  which  they  were 
situated. 

IIESUBVEY  OF  aHANT  AND  HOOKER  COUNTIES,  NEBRASKA. 

Eeference  was  made  in  the  annual  report  for  1896  to  the  fact  that 
contracts  had  been  awarded  by  this  office  for  the  resurvey  of  Grant  and 
Hooker  counties  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  August  9, 1894,  and  the  authority  of  the  sundry  civil  appropria- 
tion act  of  August  18, 1894,  which  authorized  the  application  of  $16,000 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  surveys  of  public  lands  to  such  resurvey. 
The  resurvey  a,  so  far  as  returned,  were  examined  in  the  field,  and,  hav- 
ing been  found  well  executed,  both  as  to  the  resurvey  of  the  standard, 
township,  and  section  lines  and  the  boundaries  of  settlers'  claims 
loi'atiHl  under  the  old  original  survey,  the  same  were  duly  accepted. 

SUSPENDED  SUBVBYS. 

Atiwona  contract  No.  42  provided  for  the  survey  of  the  amended 
noutU  boiiiulary  of  the  White  Mountains  or  San  Carlos  Indian  Eeser- 
vution  in  that  Territory.  The  survey  was  inspected  in  the  field  by  a 
HjUH^hU  UKoiit  of  this  Office.  The  inspection  having  developed  serioos 
ermrs  in  the  Hurvey,  the  plat  and  field  notes  were  returned  to  the  sur- 
veyor*geueral,  and  lie  was  directed  to  advise  the  deputy  that  he  would 
be  i>ermitted  to  cH>rreet  his  survey,  and  that  his  entire  work  would  be 
subject  to  a  reexamiuation« 
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From  an  inspection  in  the  field  of  the  survey  of  the  town  site  of  Bis- 
bee,  Ariz.,  under  contract  Ko.  37,  it  appeared  that  the  errors  made  by 
the  deputy  surveyor  placed  the  survey  in  a  condition  unfit  for  accept- 
ance by  this  office,  and  the  surveyor-general  was  directed  to  notify  the 
deputy  that  he  would  be  allowed  thirty  days  in  which  to  show  cause 
why  he  should  not  return  to  the  field  and  make  a  resurvey. 

The  survey  of  the  outboundaries  of  the  San  Gabriel  Forest  Reserve, 
Galiibrnia,  was  made  under  contract  Ko.  126.  A  comparison  made 
between  the  field  notes  of  the  deputy  surveyor  and  the  report  of  the 
special  agent  who  inspected  the  work  in  the  field  revealed  a  number  of 
errors  by  the  deputy  in  description  of  corners  established,  measure- 
ments on  line,  and  in  courses  of  lines.  The  examiner  reported  that  the 
boundaries  of  this  reservation  are  over  rough  mountains,  with  abrupt 
slopes,  and,  to  add  to  this  incumbrance  in  making  a  survey,  along  most 
of  the  boundaries  there  is  a  dense  growth  of  underbrush  consisting  of 
chaparral,  scrub  oak,  etc.,  but  neither  was  the  thick  brush  chopped 
nor  any  trees  blazed  along  the  boundary  as  required  by  the  Manual. 
Of  the  154  miles  embraced  in  this  survey,  the  examiner  inspected  only 
about  12  miles.  This  limited  examination  revealing  numerous  errors, 
naturally  suggested  that  corresponding  errors  existed  in  other  portions 
of  the  work  which  were  not  inspected.  The  examination  not  being  con- 
sidered extensive  enough  to  satisfy  this  Office  as  to  the  general  character 
of  the  whole  work,  the  surveyor-general  was  advised  that  another 
examination  would  be  ordered  as  soon  as  opportunity  ofiered,  and  that 
in  the  meantime  the  deputy  would  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  field  and 
correct  such  errors  as  has  been  pointed  out  and  others  which  may 
appear  as  he  progresses,  and  otherwise  perfect  his  survey  that  it  may 
stand  a  further  examination.  Pending  correction  in  the  field  and 
another  inspection,  the  surveys  under  contract  No.  126  were  suspended. 

Upon  examination  of  the  returns  of  surveys  under  California  contract 
No.  129  the  face  of  the  returns  showed  a  number  of  omissions  and 
errors,  consisting  of  failure  by  the  deputy  to  record  any  comparison  of 
his  Polaris  meridian  with  his  solar  meridian,  or  to  record  latitude 
observations,  errors  in  setting  off  the  azimuth  of  Polaris,  erroneous 
description  of  corners.  A  comparison  of  the  examiner's  report  with 
the  field  notes  of  the  deputy  revealed  a  number  of  errors  and  omissions 
of  imx)ortauce,  and  in  a  letter  to  the  surveyor-general  specifying  such 
errors  and  omissions  he  was  advised  that  the  same  were  deemed  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  compel  this  Office  to  decide  against  the  accept- 
ance of  the  surveys  as  they  then  stood,  and  he  was  directed  to  call 
upon  the  deputy  to  show  cause  within  thirty  days  why  he  should  not 
return  to  the  field  and  place  his  survey  in  such  a  condition  as  to  make 
it  acceptable  to  this  office.  Pending  the  required  correction  the  sur- 
veys were  suspended. 

An  examination  of  the  resurvey  of  the  town  site  of  Cornwall,  surveyed 
under  Colorado  contract  No.  797,  disclosed  such  irregularities  in  the 
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work  of  the  deputy  surveyor  that  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  order  a 
reexamination.  The  second  examination  corroborated  the  first,  and  the 
surveyor-general  was  directed  to  give  the  deputy  thirty  days  in  which 
to  show  cause  why  his  survey  should  not  be  rejected.  The  required 
notice  was  given  to  the  deputy,  who,  in  acknowledging  receipt  of  same, 
stated  that  he  had  reestablished  the  lines  according  to  his  understand- 
ing of  the  instructions,  setting  up  large  stones  well  marked,  and  had 
complied  with  all  the  requirements,  and  insisted  that  his  work  was  right, 
but  he  stated  that  he  would  willingly  correct  any  errors  that  might  be 
pointed  out  to  him.  The  surveyor-general  stated  that  in  view  of  the 
two  field  examinations,  the  second  corroborating  the  first  and  disclosing 
discrepancies  in  both  courses  and  distances  on  every  line  of  survey, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  survey,  and  he 
recommended  that  the  deputy  be  compelled  to  return  to  the  field  and 
make  a  correct  retracement  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  town  sit€  and 
file  his  notes  of  the  same.  The  recommendation  of  the  surveyor-general 
was  adopted. 

A  field  examination  of  the  surveys  executed  under  Colorado  contract 
No.  798  revealed  a  large  number  of  errors  in  the  work  of  the  deputy 
surveyor,  consisting  of  errors  in  descriptions  of  corners  and  in  measure- 
ments, failure  to  mark  and  record  bearing  trees  in  a  number  of  instances 
when  within  the  required  limits,  also  errors  in  alignment.  The  surveyor- 
general  was  required  to  notify  the  deputy  of  the  many  grave  errors  and 
omissions  in  his  survey,  and  that  he  would  be  allowed  thirty  days  to 
show  cause  why  his  work  should  not  be  rejected.  The  deputy,  in  reply 
to  the  notification  from  the  surveyor-general,  attempted  to  account  for 
some  of  the  discrepancies,  and  claimed  that  he  had  conducted  the  sur- 
vey with  fidelity  and  a  desire  to  do  as  good  work  as  the  rugged  nature 
of  the  country  would  permit.  He  expressed  his  chagrin  at  finding  it 
lacking,  and  stated  that  if  permitted  to  do  so  he  would  willingly  make 
all  necessary  corrections  of  the  work  in  the  field.  The  surveyor-general 
having  recommended  that  the  deputy  be  allowed  to  correct  his  survey, 
he  was  authorized  to  send  the  deputy  back  to  the  field  to  correct  the 
work  done  under  contract  No.  798. 

An  examiner  was  sent  to  inspect  the  surveys  under  Minnesota  con- 
tract No.  46,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  only  a  portion  of 
the  work  was  inspected,  leaving  the  remainder  unexamined.  The 
inspected  work  was  accepted,  but  an  Office  examination  of  the  returns 
of  the  survey  of  the  township  not  inspected  in  the  field  was  made  by 
checking  the  random  lines  and  traversing  the  meanders,  and  the  result 
was  not  satisfactory.  The  survey  was  therefore  suspended  until  such 
time  as  a  special  agent  could  examine  the  survey  in  the  field.  The 
surveyor-general  was  directed  in  the  meantime  to  notify  the  deputy 
surveyor  to  examine  into  the  traverse  found  in  error,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  why  he  did  not  make  better  closings. 

The  surveys  under  contract  No.  60,  Minnesota,  were  duly  inspected, 
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but  upon  examination  of  the  deputy's  field  notes  it  was  noticed  that 
while  he  took  observations  on  Polaris,  as  required  by  instructions,  he 
fiftiled  to  make  a  comparison  of  his  solar  instrument  with  the  meridian 
established  by  Polaris  observations.  There  were  several  discrepancies 
between  the  deputy's  notes  and  the  examiner's  report  as  to  courses  of 
bearing  trees  from  corners  established,  but  these  may  have  been  merely 
clerical.  Action  by  this  OflBce  was  suspended  pending  necessary 
explanations. 

The  surveys  under  Montana  contract  No.  298  were  inspected  in  1895 
by  a  sx>ecial  examiner  and  found  unsatisfactory  in  that  many  corners 
reported  to  have  b^en  established  were  missing,  measurement  and  align- 
ment were  bad,  false  distances  reported,  and  general  bad  work  in  the 
establishment  of  corners.  The  surveyor-general  recommended  that  the 
deputy  be  ordered  back  to  the  field  to  again  execute  his  contract.  The 
surveyor-general's  recommendation  was  acquiesced  in  by  this  Office, 
and  after  the  deputy  had  made  his  corrections  a  special  agent  of  this 
Office,  in  the  presence  of  the  deputy,  made  the  second  field  examination. 
In  a  letter  received  from  the  surveyor-general  it  was  stated  that  it  was 
understood  that  after  the  deputy  had  made  certain  corrections  of  his 
survey  the  acceptance  of  the  survey  would  be  recommended  by  the 
examiner.  This  was  a  mistake,  as  shown  by  the  written  instructions 
furnished  by  the  examiner  to  the  deputy.  The  supplemental  notes  filed 
by  the  deputy  were  descriptive  of  three  comers,  all  of  which  had  been 
found  by  the  examiner.  In  the  light  of  the  examiner's  instructions 
the  deputy  could  not  claim  that  he  had  shown  a  willingness  to  correct 
his  survey  so  as  to  be  acceptable  to  this  Office.  He  could  not  possibly 
have  made  in  the  field  a  correction  of  his  survey  so  that  it  would  con- 
form to  the  original  field  notes,  for  the  topography  and  descriptions  of 
corners  could  not  agree  with  the  notes  of  a  previous  survey.  The  sur- 
veyor-general was  advised  that  if  the  deputy  claimed  to  have  made  a 
revision  of  his  survey  subsequent  to  the  second  examination,  and 
insisted  that  the  notes  and  plats  in  this  Office  were  correctly  descriptive 
of  the  same,  which  seemed  unreasonable,  this  Office  would  order  a  third 
examination,  but  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  upon  the  evi- 
dence furnished  by  said  examination  final  action  would  be  taken  upon 
the  contract.  The  privilege  was  accorded  the  deputy,  however,  if  he 
so  desired,  to  make  further  correction  of  his  surveys  i>rior  to  a  third 
and  final  field  examination.  This  Office  has  not  yet  been  advised  of  the 
correction  in  the  field. 

A  field  examination  of  the  surveys  executed  under  New  Mexico  sur- 
veying contract  No.  290  revealed  many  errors  and  omissions  in  the 
work.  The  corners  were  uniformly  bad,  either  lying  on  the  ground  or 
not  buried  sufficiently  deep  to  be  secure,  many  of  the  lines  were  out  of 
limits,  and  the  lines  of  the  small  holding  claims  examined  were  not  at 
all  as  reported  in  the  deputy's  field  notes.  The  surveyor  general  was 
advised  that  in  order  to  make  these  surveys  acceptable  it  would  be 
65^ 
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necessary  for  the  deputy  to  go  over  nearly  all  of  his  work,  and  he  was 
allowed  thirty  days  in  which  to  show  caase  why  he  should  not  return 
to  the  field  and  place  his  work  in  a  condition  acceptable  to  this  Office, 
and  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  surveying  manual  of  1894 
The  surveyor-general  was  directed  to  notify  the  deputy  that  he  must 
not  confine  his  corrections  to  the  erroi^  specifically  pointed  out,  hat 
must  place  his  whole  survey  in  such  a  condition  as  to  stand  a  rigid 
field  examinatioD,  to  be  ordered  as  soon  as  the  corrections  were 
completed. 

Special  instructions  dated  January  30, 1895,  issued  by  the  surveyor- 
general  of  Oregon  to  a  deputy  surveyor  required  the  retracement  of  cer- 
tain lines  forming  a  hiatus  between  T.  13  S.,  R.  10  and  11  W.,  Oregon, 
the  object  being  to  clear  up  existing  complications  and  uncertainties 
as  to  the  lines  and  corners  in  the  vicinity.  The  existing  condition  of 
the  lines  and  corners  was  not  made  sufficiently  clear  by  the  work  done 
in  the  field.  The  survey  was  suspended,  and  the  surveyor-general 
instructed  to  issue  supplemental  special  instructions  to  cover  the 
deficiencies  in  the  first  survey. 

An  examination  in  the  field  of  the  surveys  executed  under  Oregon 
surveying  contract  No.  635  revealed  a  considerable  number  of  dis- 
crepancies, errors,  and  omissions,  consisting  of  incorrect  description  of 
bearing  trees,  wrongly  marked  corners,  failure  to  mark  corner  stones, 
erroneously  reported  courses  from  corners  to  bearing  trees,  poor  align- 
ment and  measurements  on  a  number  of  lines.  The  only  conclusion  to 
be  arrived  at  was  that  the  survey  was  poorly  executed;  but  from  the 
examiner's  summing  up  of  the  character  of  the  work  it  was  believed 
that  the  deputy  made  an  honest  attempt  to  execute  the  work  proiierly, 
but  did  not  succeed  in  bringing  the  establishment  of  the  lines  within 
the  limits  allowed  by  the  manual,  owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the 
country  and  the  fact  that  the  cloudy  and  rainy  weather  prevented 
the  use  of  the  solar  apparatus,  and  the  deputy  relied  upon  the  needle 
alone  in  running  his  lines.  The  survey  was  suspended,  and  the  deputy 
was  allowed  thirty  days  to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  return  to  the 
field  and  place  his  work  in  such  condition  as  to  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  manual. 

A  field  examination  of  the  surveys  executed  under  Utah  surveying 
contract  l^o.  199,  by  a  clerk  detailed  from  this  Office,  showed  the  dep- 
uty's survey  to  have  been  carelessly  and  improperly  executed;  that 
his  corners  were  in  almost  every  instance  markedly  deficient;  no  signs 
of  mounds  or  pits  where  the  deputy  claimed  to  have  made  them; 
mounds  of  stone  deficient  in  size  when  stones  were  abundant,  and 
bearing  trees  within  limits  unmarked.  There  were  errors  of  alignment 
and  distance  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  the  manual,  and  wholly  beyond 
what  could  be  reasonably  required  in  the  open  country  covered  by 
these  surveys.  The  surveyor-general  was  directed  to  advise  the  deputy 
that  he  was  required  to  go  into  the  field  and  put  his  survey  in  a  condi- 
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tion  acceptable  to  this  Office  and  to  comply  strictly  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  manual,  both  as  to  position  and  character  of  corners,  the 
work  to  be  subject  to  an  extensive  and  thorough  examination  in  the 
field. 

A  comparison  of  the  returns  of  surveys  executed  under  Washington 
contract  Ko.  425,  with  the  report  of  the  special  agent  who  inspected 
the  work  in  the  field,  disclosed  such  poorly  executed  work  on  the  part 
of  the  deputy  that  the  surveyor-general  was  directed  to  notify  him 
that  he  would  be  allowed  thirty  days  in  which  to  show  cause  why  his 
survey  should  not  be  rejected.  This  action  was  based  upon  a  second 
examination  made  after  the  deputy  claimed  to  have  returned  to  the 
field  and  put  his  survey  in  an  acceptable  condition.  Upon  receipt  of 
the  notice  from  the  surveyor-general,  the  deputy  asked  that  the  survey 
be  examined  by  a  special  agent  of  this  Office,  accompanied  by  some 
competent  person  named  by  the  deputy,  claiming  that  his  work  had 
been  honestly  and  fidthfuUy  done.  In  transmitting  this  report  of  the 
deputy,  the  surveyor-general  recommended  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  work  had  been  twice  examined  the  same  be  rejected.  This  Office 
was  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  work  should  be  rejected;  but,  to  settle 
the  matter  finally,  both  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  deputy  and  this  Office, 
it  was  decided  that  the  deputy  should  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  field 
and  have  his  errors  pointed  out  to  him,  if  errors  there  be,  and  in  the 
event  of  the  past  examinations  being  verified  or  other  bad  errors  dis- 
covered, the  rejection  of  the  work  would  follow. 

A  portion  of  the  surveys  under  Washington  contract  No.  430  were 
accepted  after  examination  in  the  field,  but  the  remainder  was  sus- 
pended awaiting  explanation  of  differences  between  the  report  of  the 
examiner  and  the  field  notes  of  the  deputy.  The  explanations  offered 
were  not  acceptable  to  this  Office  and  the  surveyor-general  was  advised 
that  the  suspension  would  continue  until  another  examination  could  be 
made. 

A  comparison  of  the  field  notes  of  the  surveys  executed  under  Wash- 
ington contract  No.  431  revealed  a  number  of  errors  and  discrep- 
ancies, many  of  which  were  of  too  serious  a  nature  to  admit  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  surveys  by  this  Office.  In  numerous  cases  the  deputy 
had  been  careless  in  determining  the  course  and  distance  to  bearing 
trees,  in  setting  posts  the  required  depth  in  the  ground,  and  neglectful 
of  the  requirement  to  select  stone  where  obtainable  in  preference  to 
posts  for  corners,  and  large  errors  in  alignment  were  reported  by 
the  examiner.  Pending  the  necessary  corrections  the  surveys  were 
suspended. 

Of  the  surveys  executed  under  Washington  contract  No,  450,  cover- 
ing two  townships,  the  work  in  one  township  was  found  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  and  was  duly  accepted,  but  in  the  other  township  very  serious 
errors  in  alignment  were  found  and  the  deputy  was  allowed  thirty  days 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  return  to  the  field  and  correct  his 
work. 


52       REPORT   OP   COMMISSIONER   OP   OEKERAL   LAND   OPFICE. 

A  comparison  between  tlie  report  of  tbe  examiner  and  the  field  notes 
of  surveys  executed  under  Washington  contract  No.  452  revealed  a 
large  number  of  errors  and  discrepancies,  many  of  which  were  of  such 
a  serious  nature  as  to  warrant  the  refusal  of  this  Office  to  accept  tbe 
surveys  in  their  present  condition.  The  deputy  reported  in  every  case 
where  he  established  a  corner  by  x>08t  that  he  set  the  same  24  inches 
in  the  ground,  while  the  examiner  found  that  they  were  but  8  to  18 
inches  in  the  ground.  A  considerable  number  of  errors  in  measure- 
ment, courses  of  lines,  and  courses  and  distances  to  bearing  trees  were 
found  by  the  examiner.  The  deputy  was  required  to  return  to  the  field 
and  reset  every  post  reported  by  him  so  set  to  the  dex)th  of  24  inches; 
also  to  revise  and  correct  his  survey  so  that  all  length  and  courses  of 
lines  may  come  witliin  the  limits  of  error  laid  down  in  the  Manual. 

The  surveys  under  Washington  contract  No.  468  were  inspected  in 
the  field  by  a  clerk  detailed  from  this  Office,  whose  report  shows  that 
nearly  all  the  corners  found  by  him  were  out  of  their  proper  place  and 
the  lines  beyond  the  limit  of  error  allowed  by  the  Manual.  The  errors 
were  so  many  and  of  such  nature  as  to  make  the  survey  worthless 
and  unacceptable  to  this  Office.  The  deputies  were  allowed  thirty  days 
in  which  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  return  to  the  field  and 
place  their  work  in  such  condition  that  after  another  rigid  field  exam- 
ination it  may  be  acceptable  to  this  Office.  The  deputies,  through  tie 
surveyor-general,  have  expressed  their  intention  of  making  the  neces- 
sary corrections  in  their  work. 

BEJEOTED   SURVEYS. 

The  surveys  executed  under  California  contract  No.  77  were  inspected 
in  the  field  by  a  special  agent  of  this  office.  The  contract  embraced 
two  townships,  one  of  which  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  surveyor- 
general,  and  was  not  examined,  but  the  field  notes  of  the  deputy  were 
sufficient  to  condemn  his  work  in  said  township.  In  the  township  ex- 
amined in  the  field  the  work  was  found  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion. Many  errors  in  measurement  and  alignment  were  found  by  the 
examiner,  some  corners  were  missing,  and  the  corners  found  were 
neither  well-marked  or  established,  in  fact  the  survey  was  so  full  of 
gross  errors  and  such  a  total  disregard  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Manual  and  special  instructions  was  developed  by  the  examination  as 
to  make  the  survey  entirely  unacceptable  to  this  Office.  The  surveyor- 
general  was  directed  to  notify  the  deputy  that  he  would  be  allowed 
thirty  days  in  which  to  show  cause  why  his  survey  should  not  be 
rejected.  Upon  receipt  of  advice  from  the  surveyor- general  that  he 
had  served  the  required  notice  upon  the  deputy,  and  that  the  latter 
had  taken  no  action  in  the  matter,  the  surveys  were  rejected. 

A  comparison  of  the  report  of  the  special  agent  who  inspected  the 
surveys  executed  under  Oregon  contract  No.  638  showed  the  surveys 
to  be  in  a  condition  unacceptable  to  this  Office.    The  deputy  established 
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bis  closing  corners  on  a  standard  parallel,  giving  closing  distances  to 
old  corners,  which  referred  to  the  township  which  he  was  subdividing, 
whereas  such  corners  should  have  been  destroyed  and  closing  dis- 
tances given  to  corners  referring  to  sections  north  of  the  standard. 
Some  corners  were  missing,  and  there  were  very  serious  errors  in  meas- 
oremeut — in  one  instance  an  error  of  more  than  15  chains  was  made 
by  the  deputy.  The  corners  found  by  the  examiner  agreed  in  every 
instance  with  those  reported  by  the  deputy;  hence  there  could  be  no 
question  as  to  the  errors  reported.  The  deputy  was  allowed  thirty 
days  to  show  cause  why  his  survey  should  not  be  rejected.  Upon  a 
request  by  the  deputy  through  his  attorney  for  a  rehearing,  the  entire 
matter  was  taken  up  de  novo,  and  the  action  rejecting  his  survey  was 
affirmed. 

THE  BENSON  SURVEYS. 

Upon  my  induction  into  office  I  found  the  following  conditions  exist- 
ing regarding  what  is  known  as  ^'  the  Benson  surveys,"  in  the  State 
of  California: 

On  September  19,  1894,  a  proposition  was  submitted  by  an  attorney 
representing  the  deputy  surveyors  in  fourteen  contracts  amounting  to 
$60,616.03  to  put  the  surveys  in  a  condition  that  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  General  Land  Office. 

These  fourteen  contracts  were  accepted  and  passed  to  the  Treasury  for 
payment  by  my  predecessor  in  office.  Seven  of  these  contracts,  amount- 
ing to  $21,329.28,  had  been  paid  by  the  Treasury.  Seven  contracts, 
amounting  to  $39,285.73,  remained  unpaid. 

I  also  found  that  twenty-eight  contracts,  known  as  Benson  contracts 
but  not  included  in  the  proposition  of  September  19, 1804,  had  been 
accepted  and  passed  to  the  Treasury  for  payment.  Of  tliese,  nineteen 
contracts,  amountiug  to  $48,871.20,  had  been  paid  and  nine  contracts, 
amounting  to  $10,200.79,  remained  unpaid. 

As  these  surveys  had  had  only  a  superficial  examination,  and  in  a 
great  many  instances  no  field  examinations  at  all,  it  was  thought  advis- 
able to  have  a  more  thorough  field  examination  made  of  these  remain- 
ing contracts  which  had  been  accepted  but  remained  unpaid,  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  an  examiner  of  surveys 
was  sent  into  the  field  for  that  purpose.  The  examiner  found  that  in 
many  instances  no  surveys  had  been  made  upon  the  ground  and  in 
other  cases  only  imperfect  surveys  had  been  made.  Payment  was  then 
suspended  upon  all  the  accepted  contracts  noted  above  remaining 
unpaid,  amounting  to  $44,073.62. 

A  new  agreement  was  then  entered  into  wherein  the  deputies  are  to 
go  into  the  field  and  place  their  surveys  in  a  condition  that  will  be 
acceptable  to  this  Office. 

The  General  Land  Office  is  informed  that  this  is  being  done  and  that 
six  surveying  parties  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Benson  are  now  in  the 
field  correcting  the  surveys  under  the  agreement. 
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After  these  sarveys  have  been  completed  and  the  returns  filed  with 
the  surveyor-general,  a  practical  surveyor,  a  trusted  agent  of  this 
Office,  will  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  surveys  made,  and 
upon  his  findings  and  recommendation  the  surveys  will  be  accepted  or 
rejected. 

By  this  course  these  surveys,  which  have  been  a  source  of  expense 
and  annoyance  to  the  General  Land  Ofiice  for  so  long  a  time^  will  be 
disposed  of  satisfactorily  and  economically. 


EAILEOAD  LAND  GRAKT?S. 

There  have  been  certified  and  patented  under  the  several  grants  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1897,  5,101,969.31  acres,  a  decrease  of  10,435,875.67  acres  as  com- 
pared with  the  area  patented  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1896. 

A  detailed  statement  of  lands  certified  or  patented  on  account  of 
railroad  grants  during  the  last  fiscal  year  will  be  found  on  page  11  of 
this  report. 

There  remained  unpatented  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jose 
30, 1897,  railroad  selections  to  the  amount  of  11,436,809.58  acres,  as 
against  14,195,376.98  acres  pending  and  unpatented  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  showing  a  decrease  in  lands  unpatented 
of  2,758,567.40  acres;  and  of  wagon-road  selections  there  were  pending 
on  June  30, 1897,  299,164.15  acres,  an  increase  of  78,724.31  acres  over 
the  area  pending  June  30,  1896. 

ADJUSTMENTS. 

The  grants  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  following 
railroads  and  wagon  roads  have  been  examined  with  a  view  to  their 
linal  adjustment  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Department,  with  recom- 
mendations as  to  the  action  to  be  taken,  and  are  still  pending  therein: 


Name  of  road. 


Vicksburg  and  Meridian 

Oregon  Central  Military  Wagon  Koad 

Chicago,  Hock  labuid  and  Pacifio 

Cedar  Kapida  and  Miasonri  Kiver  (resubmitted  on  motion  for  a  re-reriew). 


Date  of  aab- 
miaaion. 


Nov.  S,]m 
July  28,18M 
•Tune  8,18M 
Mar.    8,1897 


The  grants  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  following  railroads  and 
wagon  roads  have  been  examined  with  a  view  to  their  final  adjustment, 
have  been  reported  to  the  Department  at  various  times,  and  have  been 
accepted  and  returned  with  instructions  for  x>roceedings  chiefly  relat- 
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ing  to  the  iustitution  of  suits  for  the  recovery  of  title  to  lands  found  to 
have  been  erroneously  conveyed  under  them  by  patent  or  certification : 


Name  of  road. 


Chicago,  SL  Paul,  MinneapoUa  and 
Omaba 

Hannital  and  St.  Joseph 

Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana 

Sioux  Cifcy  and  St.  Paul 

If  iasouri,  Kansas  and  Toxas 

Winona  and  St.  Peter 

Coosa  and  Tennessee 

St.  Panl  and  Sioux  City 

Dubuque  and  Pacific 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Mani- 
tol>a  (main  line  and  St.  Vincent 
extension) 

Hastings  and  Dakota 

St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and 
Sontbem  (Arkansas) 

Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul. 

VicksDurg,  Shreveport  and  Pacific 

Coos  Bay  Military  Wagon  Road. . . 

Bav  de  Coquet  and  Marquette 

Mobile  and  Girard 

Alabama  and  Florida 

Florida  and  Alabama 

Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade 
Mountain  Wagon  Road 


Date  of 
return. 


Fob. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Dec. 

July 

Oct. 

Apr. 


12,1887 
29,1887 
30, 1887 
27,1887 

2,1887 
26.1889 
25,1890 
23.1890 

9, 1891 


Jane  10, 1891 
June  23, 1891 


Nov.  16, 
July  29, 
May  18, 
Sept.  1, 
Oct.  3, 
Apr.  24, 
Dec  26, 
Dec.  26, 


1891 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1892 
1893 
1893 
1893 


Jan.  27,1894 


Name  of  road. 


St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and 
Southern  (Missouri) 

Southwest  Pacific 

Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith 

Florida  Central  and  Peninsular. . . 

South  and  North  Alabama 

Do 

Burlington  and  Missouri  River 
( Iowa) 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe 

Atlantic  and  Pacific  (Missouri),  or 
St.  Louis  and  San  Francisco 
(Springfield  to  west  boundary  of 
Stete) 

Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Gal- 
veston  

Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Wis- 
consin)   

Wills  Valley,  now  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga 

Northeast  and  Southwest  Ala- 
bama, now  Alabama  and  Chatta- 
nooga  


Date  of 
return. 


Feb.  12,1894 
Mar.  21, 1894 
Oct.  10,1894 
Dec.  6, 1894 
Dec.  22,1894 
Jan.  12,1895 

July  9. 1895 
July  18,1895 


Sept.  23, 1895 
Feb.  21.1896 
Oct  16,1896 
Mar.  15, 1897 

Mar.  15,1897 


In  nearly  all  these  cases  the  findings  and  recommendations  of  this 
Office  have  received  the  approval  of  the  Dei)artment,  which  in  return- 
ing the  papers  gave  instructions  relating  almost  exclusively  to  the 
recovery  of  title  to  lands  which  had  been  erroneously  certified  or 
patented. 

In  the  following  grants  instructions  for  reexaminations  in  view  of 
recent  rulings  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and  the  passage  by 
Congress  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  42),  were  given,  viz: 
The  Burlington  and  IVlissouri  Eiver  Eailroad,  of  Iowa;  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  Eailroad,  of  Arkansas;  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee and  St.  Paul,  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter,  and  the  St.  Paul,  Min- 
neapolis and  Manitoba  Eailway,  of  Minnesota,  and  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  Eailroad,  of  Wisconsin. 

In  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Case,  the  grants  for  the 
main  line  and  St.  Vincent  extension  having  been  adjusted  as  an  entirety, 
instructions  for  an  entire  readjustment  separately  were  given. 

The  Cedar  Eapids  and  Missouri  Eiver  Case  is  again  before  the  Depart- 
ment on  a  motion  for  review.  A  full  description  of  this  case  was  given 
in  the  report  of  this  Office  for  1896,  page  220. 

During  the  year  examinations  of  the  grants  to  the  State  of  Iowa  for 
the  Burlington  and  Missouri  Eiver  Eailroad  Company  and  to  the  New 
Orleans  Pacific  Eailway  Company  have  been  completed  and  are  ready 
for  submission  to  the  Department.  Eeexamination  of  the  grants  to 
the  California  and  Oregon  Eailroad  Company  in  California,  the  St. 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  Eailroad  Company  in  Arkansas, 
the  Northern  Pacific  Eailroad  Company  in  Washington  and  Montana, 
and  the  Southern  Minnesota  extension  of  Minnesota  are  weU  advanced. 
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A  large  number  of  suits  against  railroad  companies  and  their  trus 
ferees  or  grantees  for  the  recovery  of  title  to  erroneously  certified  or 
patented  lauds  have  been  instituted.  During  the  past  year,  in  view  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1896  (supra),  a  number  of  these 
suits  have  been  dismissed  and  the  railroad  companies  called  upon  to 
make  showing  as  to  the  bona  fide  sale  and  purchase  of  the  lands 
involved,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  determined  whether  confirmation 
of  titles  in  the  purchasers  should  be  declared  and  the  company  sued  for 
the  Government  price  of  the  lauds,  or  whether  suit  should  be  prose- 
cuted for  the  recovery  of  the  land. 

In  a  few  cases  the  titles  in  the  purchasers  have  been  declared  con- 
firmed by  the  Department,  and  pursuant  to  departmental  directions 
demands  have  been  made  upon  the  railroad  companies  to  which  the 
lands  were  erroneously  certified  or  patented  for  the  Government  price 
thereof. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  legislation  by  Congress  that  will 
afi'ect  the  adjustment  of  these  grants,  and  while  there  have  been  deci- 
sions by  the  Sui)reme  Court  of  the  United  States  which  will  affect  the 
action  of  the  Department  in  the  prosecution  of  the  suits  aforesaid 
(United  States  v,  Wiuoiia  and  St.  Peter  Eailroad  Company,  165  U.  S., 
2063,  and  idem., 483)  and  in  the  determination  of  conflicts  arising  between 
settlers  and  claimants  under  railroad  grants  (Northern  Pacific  Kailroad 
Company  v.  Colburn,  1G4  U.  S.,  383,  and  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  v.  Saunders,  166  U.  S.,  620),  it  is  not  believed  any  of  said 
decisions  will  appreciably  afiect  the  amount  of  work  coming  before  this 
Ofiice  and  Department. 

IRRIGATION. 

Sections  18  to  21,  inclusive,  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat  L. 
1095),  grant  right  of  way  over  the  public  lauds  and  reservations  of 
the  United  States,  excepting  Indian  reservations,  for  the  use  of  canals, 
ditches,  and  reservoirs  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation  which  have  here- 
tofore been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  constructed  by  corporations,  indi- 
viduals, or  associations  of  individuals,  upon  compliance  with  certain 
requirements  as  to  the  filing  of  papers  and  maps. 

The  regulations  approved  February  20, 1894,  require  the  application 
to  show  with  certainty  the  location  of  the  proposed  canal  or  reservoir, 
so  that  the  approved  map  will  be  an  accurate  record  of  the  extent  of 
the  right  of  way,  and  thus  define  clearly  the  rights  granted  by  the  act 
and  the  easement  to  which  the  land  taken  by  future  settlers  along  the 
ditch  or  reservoir  may  be  subject. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  right  of  way  has  been  approved  to 
149  companies,  individuals,  and  associations  of  individuals,  of  which  41 
such  applications  have  been  approved  during  the  past  year. 

By  the  act  of  February  26, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  599),  all  reservoir  sites 
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reserved  or  to  be  reserved  are  made  subject  to  application  under  the 
above  act.    The  text  of  the  act  of  February  26, 1897,  is  as  follows  : 

That  all  reservoir  sites  reserved  or  to  be  reserved  shall  be  open  to  nse  and  occa- 
pation  under  the  right  of  way  act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
one.  And  any  State  is  hereby  authorized  to  improve  and  occupy  such  reservoir 
sites  to  the  same  extent  as  an  individual  or  private  corporation,  under  such  roles 
and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe:  Provided,  That  the 
charges  for  water  coming  in  whole  or  part  from  reservoir  sites  used  or  occupied 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  ulways  be  subject  to  the  control  and  regula- 
tion of  the  respective  States  and  Territories  in  which  such  reservoirs  are  in  whole 
or  part  situate. 

The  necessity  for  some  further  legislative  enactment,  either  original 
within  itself  or  as  amendatory  of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  Carey 
Act,  which  has  met  with  qaite  general  approval  where  it  has  been 
tried,  but  which  requires  modification  in  many  essential  particulars, 
and  which  legislation  should  tend  to  make  more  secure  to  capital 
invested  that  which  shall  be  expended  in  the  reclamation  of  the  arid 
lands. 

Since  the  issuing  of  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office  an  increas- 
ing interest  is  being  evinced  toward  the  enactment  of  legislation  in  the 
direction  herein  suggested  in  those  States  which  contain  large  bodies 
of  arid  lands. 

Owing  to  the  recent  financial  depression,  which  was  especially  felt  in 
the  arid-land  States,  but  comparatively  little  advancement  has  been 
made  toward  the  reclamation  of  the  arid  lands  therein,  but  now,  since 
the  revival  of  industries  throughout  the  country  and  the  more  ready 
supply  of  money  for  investment  purposes,  there  has  also  been  a  revival 
of  the  former  interest  in  the  subject  of  reclamation.  This  interest  is 
attested  in  the  meetings  recently  held  in  various  States  and  Territories 
and  the  selection  of  delegates  to  the  National  Irrigation  Congress 
lately  held  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  which  congress  was  a  most 
intelligent  representation  of  the  citizens  of  the  arid-land  States,  and 
which  expressed  a  great  unanimity  as  well  as  quite  an  enthusiastic 
sentiment  in  behalf  of  an  active  effort  by  the  General  Government  in 
further  aiding  in  the  reclamation  of  the  arid  lands. 

THE  ARKANSAS  LAND   CLAIMS. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  4, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  229),  provision 
was  made  for  a  compromise  adjustment  of  certain  claims  x>ending 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Arkansas,  including  cer- 
tain claims  under  the  grant  of  swamp  lands  to  the  State  by  act  of  Sep- 
tember 28, 1850,  or  indemnity  therefor  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 1855, 
and  March  3,  1857,  and  other  minor  land  grants,  the  adjustment  of 
which  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Office.  The  said  act  reads  as 
follows,  viz: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  the  luterior;  or  any  three 
persons  they  may  jointly  select  or  cause  to  be  selected  on  behalf  of  the  United 
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States,  are  hereby  fully  aathorized  and  empowered  to  compromise,  adjust,  and 
finally  settle  with  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or  with  such  person  or 
persons  as  may  be  aathorized  by  the  laws  of  that  State  to  act  in  its  behalf,  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  to  them  may  seem  Jnst  and  equitable,  subject  to 
approval  by  Congress,  as  hereinafter  provided,  all  or  any  of  the  diflferences  between 
the  Government  and  the  said  State  growing  out  of  and  arising  from  the  issue  of 
certain  bonds  by  the  said  State  which  are  now  owned  in  their  own  right  or  held  ia 
trust  by  the  United  States;  the  five  per  centum  fund  which  accrued  to  the  said 
State  under  the  act  approved  June  twenty-third,  eighteen  handred  and  thirty-six; 
the  unpaid  portion  of  the  distribution  fund  which  accrued  to  the  said  State  under 
the  act  approved  September  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one ;  the  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  in  place  granted  by  the  act  approved  September  twenty-eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not  heretofore  approved  to  the  State;  the  land  and 
money  indemnity  due  the  said  State  under  the  acts  approved  March  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  all 
other  claims  and  demands,  of  whatever  kind  or  nature ;  and  any  compromise  or  set- 
tlement they  may  make  with  the  said  State  shall  be  fully  reported  back  to  CongresB, 
giving  the  basis  thereof,  for  its  further  action,  said  compromise  not  to  be  effectoil 
and  final  until  approved  by  Congress. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  quoted,  a  compromise 
was  agreed  upon  and  reported  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  third  session. 

The  agreement  reported  as  between  the  United  States,  the  party  of 
the  first  part,  and  the  State  of  Arkansas,  the  party  of  the  second  part, 
is  the  following,  viz : 

That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  agreements  and  acts  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  hereinafter  more  fully  set  forth,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  by  these 
presents  hereby  make  the  following  agreement,  subject  to  the  apjiroval  of  Congress: 

1.  To  surrender  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  canceUation  500  six  per  cent 
coupon  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  numbered  from  one  to  500,  inclusive,  dated  January  1, 
1838,  and  matured  October  26,  1861,  issued  by  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  secure  a 
loan  from  the  Smithsonian  fund,  and  now  held  and'owned  by  the  United  States. 

2.  To  surrender  the  coupons  attached  thereto,  representing  the  unpaid  accumn- 
lated  interest  on  said  bonds,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $436,303.61. 

3.  To  surrender  similar  bonds  of  the  State  under  same  date  (38  in  number)  of 
$1,000  each,  numbered  282  to  294,  inclusive,  359  to  373,  inclusive,  and  401  to  410, 
inclusive,  issued  to  secure  a  similar  loan  from  the  same  fund,  and  matured  January 
1, 1868,  and  now  owned  by  the  United  States. 

4.  To  surrender  the  coupons  attached  thereto,  representing  the  unpaid  interest 
thereon  to  date  of  maturity,  $59,280. 

5.  To  surrender  three  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  being  State  of  Arkansas  5  per  cent 
registered  bonds,  acquired  for  the  Chickasaw  orphan  fund,  with  interest  thereon 
from  date  of  default  to  date  of  maturity,  January  1, 1887,  $5,700. 

6.  To  surrender  92  of  the  252  new  six  per  cent  coupon  bonds,  $1,000  each  (Nos. 
2099  to  2190,  inclusive),  issued  by  the  State  of  Arkansas  January  1, 1874,  under  the 
adjustment  of  the  Chickasaw  national  fund,  and  maturing  January  1, 1900,  and  now 
owned  by  the  United  States ;  also  all  coupons  attached  to  said  bonds,  representing 
the  accrued  interest  to  January  1, 1895  (21  years),  and  amounting  to  $115,820. 

7.  To  surrender  for  cancellation  all  the  unpaid  coupons  to  January  1,  1895,  on  the 
remainder  of  the  252  new  six  per  cent  ($1,000  each)  Arkansas  bonds,  being  160  in 
number,  and  numbered  from  2191  to  2350,  inclusive,  issued  January  1,  1874,  under 
the  adjustment  of  the  Chickasaw  national  fund,  amounting  in  unpaid  interest  to 
$201,600. 

In  consideration  of  the  surrender  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part  to  the  party  of 
the  second  part  the  bonds,  coupons,  and  accumulated  amounts  of  interest  herein- 
above set  forth,  the  party  of  the  second  part,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  aforesaid  con- 
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ferred  upon  him,  heFeby  makes  the  following  agreemeut,  conditioned  on  the  approval 
thereof  by  Congress,  namely : 

1.  To  caose  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $572 
within  thirty  days  after  the  approval  by  Congress  of  this  settlement. 

2.  To  cause  to  be  paid,  at  or  before  their  maturity  (January  1, 1900),  the  remaining 
Arkansas  bonds,  being  160  in  number,  of  $1,000  each,  and  all  coupons  attached 
thereto,  as  they  severally  come  due,  all  coupons  due  on  such  bonds  on  January  1, 
1895,  being  surrendered  for  cancellation,  under  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  as  above 
set  forth.  If  the  State  elects  to  pay  such  bonds  before  their  maturity,  the  payment 
of  all  interest  accrued  thereon  to  that  date  shall  be  accepted  in  full  satisfaction  of 
all  the  coupons,  and  the  same  may  be  surrendered  with  the  bonds. 

3.  As  a  further  consideration  for  the  surrender  of  the  aforesaid  bonds,  coupons, 
etc.,  the  party  of  the  second  part  hereby  relinquishes  and  quitclaims  to  the  United 
States  all  claims  or  demands,  adjusted  or  unadjusted,  growing  out  of  the  act  of 
September  28,  1850,  known  as  the  swamp-land  act ;  also  all  land  or  cash  indemnity 
growing  out  of  the  acts  of  March  2,  1855,  and  March  3,  1857 ;  also  all  claims  for 
indemnity  school  lauds;  the  residue  of  the  salt-spring  lands;  the  residue  of  the 
lands  under  the  court-honse  and  jail  grant  (act  June  15, 1832) ;  the  residue  of  lands 
nnder  act  of  September  4, 1841,  for  internal  improvements;  the  residue  of  the  grant 
nnder  the  acts  of  March  2, 1831,  and  June  3, 1836,  for  public  buildings,  and  all  other 
claims  or  demands  of  whatever  nature  or  character. 

The  parties  hereto  agree  that  the  land  now  patented,  approved,  or  confirmed  to 
the  State  of  Arkansas  under  the  acts  of  September  28,  1850,  March  2,  1855,  and 
March  3,  1857,  shall  constitute  the  full  measure  due  the  State  under  the  said  swamp- 
land acts,  except,  however,  that  the  lands  described  in  the  following  lists  shall  be 
patented  to  the  State,  namely :  List  No.  1,  containing  12,640  acres,  denominated 
"Approved,  but  not  listed,"  and  No.  2,  containing  4,960  acres,  denominated  "Con- 
firmed, but  not  listed,"  which  lists  were  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
on  November  17,  1894,  by  letter  M  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Oflice. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  any  person  who  has  heretofore  filed  a  declaration  of  pre- 
emption, resides  on,  cultivates,  or  has  purchased,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  any  selected  and  unconfirmed  swamp  land  hereby  relinquished  to  the 
United  States,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  have  the  preference  right  for  one  year 
from  this  date  to  purchase  such  land  from  the  United  States  at  the  minimum  price 
for  public  lands,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Nothing  in  this  settlement  and  agreement  is  intended  to  or  shall  in  any  connec- 
tion be  held  to  prejudice  the  right  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  to  assert  and  establish 
her  title  to  any  lands  which  were  granted  or  confirmed  to  her  by  the  said  acts 
approved  September  28,  1850,  March  2,  1855,  and  March  3,  1857,  in  so  far  as  the  same 
is  disputed  by  those  claiming  under  any  subsequent  grant  made  or  claimed  to  have 
been  made,  the  scope  and  purpose  of  this  settlement  being  hereby  declared  to  be 
the  adjustment  of  all  disputes  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
and  to  leave  undisturbed  incidental  controversies  between  said  State  and  other 
parties  in  which  the  United  States  is  not  beneficially  interested. 

But  it  is  agreed  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  that  any  person  who  has  hereto- 
fore entered  any  such  patented,  approved,  or  confirmed  swamp  lands  under  the 
homestead  or  other  law  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the  preference  right  for  one 
year,  from  this  date,  to  purchase  such  laud  from  the  State  at  the  minimum  price 
fixed  by  law  for  such  land,  upon  exhibiting  to  the  commissioner  of  State  land  the 
patent,  receiver's  receipt,  or  certificate  issued  by  the  United  States  for  such  land. 

A  bill  passed  the  Senate  (S.502,  Fifty- fourth  Congress,  first  session), 
to  approve  the  proposed  compromise,  which  reads  as  follows,  viz: 

That  the  compromise  and  settlement  efi'ected  February  twenty-third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety -five,  between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Arkansas  by 
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John  G.  Carlisle,  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  and  Hoke  Smith,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  on  behalf  of  the  Unitc^d  States,  and  James  P.  Clarke,  governor  of  ArkansM, 
on  behalf  of  that  State,  which  was  made  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  authority  con- 
ferred by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  August  fourth,  eightt^en  hundred  and  ninetj- 
four,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a  compromise  and  settlement  with  the  State  of 
Arkansas,''  and  the  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Arkansas,  approved  April  eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  authorizing  the  governor  to  act  for  that  State, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  approved  and  given  the  full  force  and  efifect  of  law. 

ObjectionB  liaving  been  urged  against  the  compromise  as  reported, 
the  governor  of  Arkansas  proposed  and  consented  that  the  following 
new  section  might  be  added  to  said  bill  (S.  502)  as  a  condition,  viz: 

That  the  ratification  of  the  agreement  of  compromise  and  settlement  mentioned 
in  section  one  is,  however,  made  upon  the  following  expressed  conditions,  namely: 
That  the  title  of  all  persons  who  have  purchased  or  otherwise  acquired  from  the 
State  of  Arkansas  any  unconfirmed  swamp  land  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  con- 
firmed and  made  valid  as  against  any  claim  or  right  of  the  United  States,  and  with- 
out the  payment  by  said  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  of  any  sum  whatsoever  to 
the  United  States.  And  in  consideration  of  this  confirmation  and  release  by  the 
United  States  to  the  persons  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  of  the  passage  of 
this  art  of  ratification  of  the  said  agreement  of  c4)mpromiHe  and  settlement,  the  said 
State  of  Arkansas  shall,  before  she  shall  be  entitled  to  claim  any  benefits  under  the 
said  agreement  or  this  act,  oanse  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  an 
instrument,  exeruted  by  the  governor  of  said  State,  or  other  official  duly  authorized 
so  to  do,  fully  confirming  and  making  valid  as  against  any  claim  or  rights  that  said 
State  can  or  might  have,  the  title  of  any  person,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  who  has  here- 
tofore entered  any  patented,  approved,  or  confirmed  swamp  lands  under  the  home- 
stead or  other  law  of  the  United  States,  and  without  the  payment  to  said  State  of 
any  Riini  whatever. 

A  majority  of  the  House  Oommittee  on  the  Public  Lands  adopted  and 
reported  to  the  House  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  governor  what  is  known  as  the  Meiklejohn  amendment,  proposing 
the  following  new  sections  to  be  added  to  said  bill  as  conditions,  viz: 

Skc.  3.  That  the  title  of  all  persons  who  have  purchased  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
any  unconfirmed  swamp  land  and  hold  deeds  for  the  same  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
confirmed  and  made  valid  as  against  any  claim  or  right  of  the  United  States,  and 
without  the  payment  of  said  persons,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  of  any  sum  whatever  to 
the  United  States  or  to  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Skc.  4.  That  the  State  of  Arkansas  does  hereby  relinquish  and  quitclaim  to  the 
Uuited  States  all  lands  heretofore  confirmed,  certified,  or  patented  to  the  State  which 
have  been  entered  under  the  public-land  laws;  and  does  hereby  cede,  relinquish, 
and  quitclaim  to  the  United  States  all  right,  title,  and  interest  under  the  acta  of 
September  twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty,  March  second,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty- five,  and  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  in  and  to  all 
lands  in  the  State  which  have  been  heretofore  granted,  confirmed,  certified,  or  pat- 
ented by  the  Uuited  States  under  any  other  acts,  and  the  title  to  such  lands  is  hereby 
confirmed  in  the  grantees,  their  heirs,  successors,  or  assigns,  anything  in  this  act  or 
any  other  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  .*  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  be  of 
no  force  or  effect  until  the  State  of  Arkansas  shall  have  accepted  and  approved  the 
conditions,  limitations,  and  provisions  herein  contained  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly,  or  by  an  instrument  in  writing  duly  executed  by  the  governor  under  the 
authority  conferred  upon  him  by  the  legislature  of  said  State,  and  filed  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  within  one  year  from  the 
approval  of  this  act. 
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It  appears  that  the  legislature  of  Arkansas  passed  over  the  gov- 
ernor's veto,  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1897,  a  concurrent  resolution, 
in  which  it  ratifies  and  confirms  and  pledges  the  State  to  carry  out  in 
good  faith  the  terms  of  the  proposed  settlement  as  modified  by  the 
Meiklejohn  amendment. 

As  soon  as  Congress  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
it  was  considered  necessary  for  this  Office  to  suspend  further  action 
affecting  the  lands  involved  in  the  State's  claims. 

Thus  the  matter  stands,  awaiting  the  determination  of  Congress. 
Whatever  its  determination  may  be  as  to  the  merits  of  the  proposed 
adjustment,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  definite  decision  may  be  reached 
without  delay,  so  that  the  business  of  the  Department  with  reference 
to  the  lauds  in  question  may  be  resumed  and  proceeded  with  to  a 
conclusion. 

INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  February  8, 1887,  as  amended  by 
the  act  of  February  28,  1891  (26  Stat.  L.,.794),  provides  for  allotments 
of  land  in  severalty  to  Indians  not  residing  upon  a  reservation,  or  for 
whose  tribe  no  reservation  has  been  provided,  the  prerequisite  for  such 
allotment  being  settlement  upon  unappropriated  public  lands  subject 
to  such  allotment,  and  the  presentation  of  an  application  for  allotment 
to  the  proper  local  land  office  officials. 

Under  departmental  instructions,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this 
Office  to  send  applications  made  under  said  section  to  the  Indian  Office, 
where  a  schedule  of  such  applications  is  prepared  by  the  allotting  agent 
and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  his  approval. 

Considerable  trouble  and  confusion  has  resulted  from  this  dual  juris- 
diction, the  authority  of  this  Office  to  act  in  certain  cases  where  ques- 
tions as  to  the  regularity  or  legality  of  the  allotment  are  pending  being 
questioned  by  the  officials  of  the  Indian  Office. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  tbe  General  Land  Office  should 
not  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  allotments  made  under  the  fourth 
section  aforesaid,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other  applications  for  public 
lands,  thus  doing  away  with  the  doubtful  and  embarrassing  questions 
that  arise  between  the  two  offices.  The  application  affidavits  in  ques- 
tion are  made  by  the  Indian  before  any  officer  authorized  to  administer 
oaths  and  having  a  seal.  They  are  then  filed  in  the  local  office  and 
transmitted  to  this  office  with  the  regular  monthly  returns.  In  nearly 
every  case  where  an  application  is  defective  the  supplementary  affi- 
davits are  obtained  through  the  agency  of  this  office,  and  all  action 
against  such  allotments  must  be  taken  by  this  office. 

Practically  the  only  duty  exercised  by  the  Indian  Office  is  the  prepa- 
ration, by  the  allotting  agent,  from  time  to  time  of  a  schedule  of  such 
applications  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Inasmuch 
as  this  Office  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands, 
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I  see  no  reason  why  snch  a  schedule  should  not  be  'prepsiieA  in  this 
Office  and  why  this  Office  shoold  not  have  exclnsive  jniisdietioa  ofer 
allotments  under  said  fonrth  section,  giving  the  Indian  Office  notice  of 
any  action  taken  against  any  allotment,  in  order  that  the  interests  of 
the  Indian  may  be  properly  protected,  thus  removing  the  trouble  and 
confusion  resulting  from  the  present  practice. 

This  Office  determines  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant  in  Indian 
homesteads  and  acts  in  such  cases  upon  all  matters  arising  therein, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  jurisdiction  should  not  be  exercised 
in  the  case  of  allotments  under  said  fourth  section. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  recommend  that  such  measures  be 
taken,  either  by  legislation  or  by  departmental  instructions,  as  will 
remedy  the  evil  to  which  reference  is  made. 

CHIPPEWA*  CEDED  LANDS  IN  MINNESOTA. 

It  having  been  shown  that  the  estimate  of  pine  timber  on  the  ceded 
Chippewa  Indian  reservations  in  Minnesota,  under  the  fifth  section  of 
the  act  of  January  14, 1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  642),  was  erroneous,  and  that 
the  Indians  were  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of  the  just  revenues  from 
the  same,  a  new  estimate  has  been  ordered.  This  estimate  is  being  con- 
ducted by  a  corps  of  examiners  who  are  experienced  woodsmen,  selected 
on  that  account,  and  nearly  all  from  Minnesota.  They  began  work 
September  1, 1897.  The  work  is  going  rapidly  forward,  and  the  results 
from  their  labors  fully  justify  their  appointment. 

Under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  June  7, 1897,  a  set  of  regulations 
for  logging  the  dead  and  down  timber  on  the  ceded  Chippewa  Indian 
reservations  in  Minnesota  were  issued  by  this  office  and  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Under  these  regulations  it  is  thought  that  work  will  be  furnished 
three  hundred  or  more  Indians  for  the  entire  winter,  and  even  longer, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  quite  a  sum  of  money  will  be  realized  for  the 
Indians  from  timber  heretofore  considered  worthless. 

The  operations  are  directed  by  a  competent  superintendent,  under 
control  of  this  Office. 

CONTEST  CASES. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  contest  division  (H)  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  is  submitted  as  follows: 

Appealed  (docket)  cases : 

Undecided  appealed  cases  on  hand  Jaly  1, 1896 254 

Received  during  the  year  from  registers  and  receivers 680 

934 

Referred  to  other  divisions  daring  the  year 46 

Decided  daring  the  year 730 

775 


Balance  andeoidcd  docket  cases  on  hand 159 
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Appealed  (docket)  cases — Coptinned. 

Decided  appealed  cases  awaiting  closing  on  hand  Jaly  1, 1896  ....      913 

Appealed  cases  decided  during  the  year 730 

Appealed  cases  retamed  from  the  Department  daring  the  year ...      347 

1,990 

Appealed  cases  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  on  appeal  daring  the 

year 518 

Appealed  cases  closed  daring  the  year 1, 122 

1,640 

Balance  decided  appealed  cases  on  hand 350 

Total  namber  of  appealed  cases  on  hand 509 

Unappealed  cases : 

On  hand  Jaly  1,  1896  (inclading  150  not  decided  and  116  decided 

bat  not  closed) 266 

Received  daring  the  year 2,347 

2, 613 

Referred  to  other  divisions  daring  the  year 145 

Examined  and  closed  daring  the  year 2,253 

2,398 

Balance  on  hand 215 

Total  nndecided  appealed  and  anappealed  cases  on  hand 374 

Entries  canceled  daring  the  year: 

Original 2,097 

Final 10 

Entries  approved  for  patent  daring  the  year 69 

Entries  involved  in  pending  contests 662 

Acres  involved  in  pending  contests 105, 920 

Number  of  letters  written  during  the  year 9, 822 

Fees  for  certified  copies  furnished $164.25 


DRAFTING  DIVISION. 

The  map  of  the  United  States  for  1897  was  revised,  corrected  up  to 
date,  and,  together  with  the  tracings  of  maps  of  the  States  of  Mon- 
tana, Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  was  for- 
warded to  the  Friedenwald  Company,  lithographers,  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
for  reproduction. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  editions  of  the  following 
maps  have  been  received  from  the  Friedenwald  Company:  Map  of  the 
United  States,  1896,  under  their  contract  for  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1896;  map  of  the  United  States,  1897,  and  maps  of  the  States  of 
Montana,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  under 
their  contract  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  map  of  the  United  States  for  1898,  it  is 
contemplated  to  issue  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the 
following  State  and  Territorial  maps:  California,  two  sheets;  Idaho, 
Colorado,  Kansas,  Nevada,  and  Oklahoma. 

Two  draftsmen  have  been  employed  during  the  fiscal  year  on  the 
compilation  of  various  State  and  Territorial  railroad  withdrawal  atlases 
for  Division  F;  one  draftsman  upon  work  pertaining  to  the  preparation 
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of  fi^ld  noCim  f«>r  btn^Ti^  aoii  jiDiUBflr 

Under  a  ci-tt'r^rt  $>r  pd»:o;L":MCEapa±ix  ▼»•«- 
pkUA.  1.415  0^:^13:^1  rujk^i^  w^^  «ais  :;•>  ^k  iii"!  ■iri»>ri  1^  pboColitho- 

aod  art  b#:;i.g  #:IaAs^»r*i  Aa^i  Hitii-. 


bccnaade 


«^  '^I  ^^wjLX  oap^r  <?t>o(«»  tK  BEipft  aad  dia^riBtf  for 

i'/r  V»^  lii>i  <c,»*y^z  r:>7  irBtLiir*  ^mT  nuptSw  »'iiu  ■■<  a^d  plats 
4f±i2  xj^z  I'"!  irwiTX*  'Mf  iii&ui^  •i::k£r'Aai2«w aa*i  uu^a  for  wkid 
^mCs^m^i  V-  Ti*  Aait:*ia:  -xf  #4*4J.:>:  ±4  SCiize  map^  upoa  which  were 
<>ttKjriifc.T«*ii  iw-  ^^ri  .Lj«rrj!C*:  >«?  S»'a;:e  mA^  itpoa  vkiek  were  desi|[- 
lifcC.Hi  -i*-  5 :c>*r^  r«5«-r.**:  -5  Sciu*  BEkptf  iip«»a  wakh  vere  dnigBatod 
7il■^  I-T.f  :k;i  pfcHHrr*^:  ^  Sr^z^  m^kz^  mz^ya  wfcjck  vcre  dcsigpated  tbe 
riJr  :;i*i  Iki*  i  rr:kz.i* :  ±  ir:i^T«?ti  ScACi»  baw  iipoa  which  were  designated 
^•*  rvrsc^rr^Hi  Ii«i:^i  L^z^-i*  ii  Miz-i-e^i-cak.  M«>araiiA.  and  OUahoma;  95 
ra*.c.:cii«:?rT-izi>>  <^  ^  Iau*  •>€  f^ir^j  ±1  <«»tii«d  and  7-4  vneertified) 
fim->ae*I  :»-m:  t:*^*!!:!!  xs*?^  •♦>  Tartt><t*  CKinbkiE^:  17  retti^ed  photolitho- 
;rrjr{L>  <d  '  Ifc.*:*  o<f  <:ii^^j  :'^i^^i^«d  to  «arTeTi>w-feacraI  and  rcgisten 
a^^ti  re\.trt~•^:>:  -^*>  ri':-!*  liiiiv-rracl*  ^^^  ^nars  of  surrey  kS8  certified 
xa*i  -17  TLz*'y^^n±*t%i  fznt^zr^i  to  ipi  Iftfacc?*  and  fees  coOected  to  tbe 
A3i«.aj2-  oc'  *.*^^>:  1»  FA^xvi  siapQw  cixnprisiag  daplicales  of  G9 
■ti:  5  AZL'i  1-  »c  :t  Circ*rACe*  hjive  been  esamioed  and  reported  upon; 
^  rllr'-Hui  5:jtr.o2.  rliCa^w  ia  'i:!:  liv-ace.  h^re  been  examined  and  reported 
ttr»xi :  hrl  rjk.'-r»>;^i  m^?^^  11>  ejkn^  >it*^:>.  aII  in  daplieate^  have  been 
pr^-arwi  wiTu  I^^>i-iL^:^i^:C  .Ie>izii^ ::•>'-!>:  1"?^  maps  of  canals,  ditches, 
a^d  r^>*frv».Hr  >::*^>w  o^:r^i'rtfi:ir  d:ij^»Iic;ite>  of  69  sites  and  5  not  in 
dcplicute.  biv^*  b^n  exii-  :z€ii  Aii^i  ri*L>»>rt«?»l  apon:  1»276  snbdiTisional 
pLitSw  ext^Tvr^  Jkzd  ocL^er  saLrr^rTS  htve  b^n  enter^  opon  wwking 
d:aznim>  an.i  ril^i  r*  »r  rerenrci-e:  >7  volume*  of  field  notes  of  the  plats 
ot*  *arvrry  Lave  l^^n  pp^perly  ic^iexed  and  sent  to  the  bindery,  all  of 
wLic-h  v.»Iam^  ii:ive  l«^Q  r^iirrt^i  an*l  placed  on  the  files;  139  volnmes 
of  plat.*  of  >nrveys  have  been  arrjinged.  indexed,  bonnd,  and  placed  on 

tbe  hi»r>- 
A  new  index  dia;rram  of  the  field  notes  o{  Utah  has  been  completed. 

MINERAL  DlVlSlO^f. 

While  the  report  of  this  division  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
18i>7,  as  shown  by  the  prece^ling  fttat^-ment  on  page  10,  shows  a  rednc- 
tion  in  the  number  of  entricM  i>atent^d,  yet  the  amonnt  of  work  done 
will  cou)])are  favorably  with  that  done  during  the  three  preceding  years. 

It  woukl  api^ear  that  the  raining  industry,  as  evidenced  by  the  min- 
eral entries  received,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  work  in  this  division, 
had  reached  its  lowest  point  during  the  past  year,  and  is  now  on  the 
increase.    The  letters  received  in  the  division  from  individuals  and  oor- 
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porations  clearly  show  an  active  and  increased  interest  in  mining 
throughoat  the  country,  it  not  being  confined  to  the  iniuing  districts 
and  localities. 

No  mining  claims  from  the  upper  Yukon  district  in  Alaska  have  been 
received,  but  numerous  inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the  reported  dis- 
coveries of  mineral  in  that  locality,  and  sufficient  has  developed  to  show 
that  many  locations  under  the  mining  laws  are  being  made  along  the 
upper  Yukon  Eiver  and  its  tributaries.  It  would  be  a  hardship  ui)on 
these  claimants  to  require  that  they  file  their  claims  in  the  land  office 
at  Sitka.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  tha  'j  another  land  district  embracing 
this  part  of  Alaska  should  be  formed  at  an  early  date,  as  provided  by 
section  4  of  the  act  approved  July  24, 1897,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend 
section  8  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  a  civil  government  for 
Alaska,' ''  etc. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  February  26, 1895,  to 
provide  for  the  examination  and  classification  of  certain  mineral  lands 
in  the  States  of  Montana  and  Idaho,  report  the  following  areas  exam- 
ined and  classified  to  June  30,  1897,  viz: 

Montana:  Acres. 

Helena 642,320 

Misaonla 1,365,560 

Bozeman 836,250 

Idaho : 

CflBurd'Alene 447,020 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  work  performed  by  this  division  dur- 
ing the  year: 

Mineral  patents  issued 1,085 

Coal  patents  issued 32 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  approved  but  not  yet  patented 42 

Current  mineral  and  coal  entries  examined 1, 194 

Suspended  mineral  and  coal  entries  examined 622 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  canceled 42 

Coal  declaratory  statements  canceled 878 

Contests  decided  subject  to  appeal . . .  > 57 

Contests  finally  closed 67 

Quasi  cont-ests  decided  subject  to  appeal 227 

Quasi  contests  finally  closed 289 

Lists  of  selections  examined  and  referred  (acres) 3, 374, 791. 12 

Cases  referred  to  the  Department 121 

For  a  number  of  years  following  the  ruling  made  in  Department  cir- 
cular of  December  4, 1884,  as  to  the  right  of  a  lode  claimant  to  estab- 
lish the  end  line  of  his  survey  wholly  within  the  lines  of  a  conflicting 
survey — see  paragraphs  50  and  51,  mining  circular,  approved  Decem- 
ber 10,  1891 — surveys  found  defective  thereunder  were  amended  in 
accordance  with  the  intention  and  spirit  of  the  rule.  But  during  the 
past  year  a  practice  has  grown  up,  sanctioned  by  the  local  courts  and 
acquiesced  in  by  this  Office,  \)y  which  the  requirements  of  said  para- 
graphs 50  and  51  are  evaded  and  practically  annulled,  Jt  |s  to  hav§ 
6546 5 
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one  conflicting  claim  relinqoish  to  the  other  a  small  tract  on  the  center 
of  the  end  line  in  question.  These  tracts  so  relinquished  contain  bat 
a  small  fraction  in  area,  usually  a  tract  10  by  10  feet  or  5  by  20  feet 
The  result  is  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases  amendment  of  survey  is 
required  to  show  these  small  relinquished  tracts.  On  this  subject  I 
quote  from  office  report  for  1892,  page  388,  tIz: 

The  praotice,  which  prey  ails  to  a  considerable  extent ,  of  TelinqniahmentB  by  ehdm- 
ants  after  application  of  smaU  tracts  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling  other  elaims 
otherwise  invalid  to  be  made,  is  wrong,  inyolves  this  Office  in  mnch  nnneeesBsiy 
labor,  and  will  not  be  encouraged.  In  other  words,  if  no  adverse  claims  shaU  hsTe 
been  filed  with  the  register  daring  the  period  of  publication,  or  if  so  filed  judgmeot 
is  rendered,  as  in  this  case,  in  favor  of  defendant,  it  shall  be  assumed  that  the  appli- 
cant for  patent  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  entire  area  of  the  claim  (see.  2325,  Bey. 
Stat.)  and  he  shall  proceed  to  patent  for  the  whole  of  the  claim  as  he  is  entitled 
so  to  do.  (Commissioner  Carter  to  register  and  receiver,  Glenwood  Springs,  Colo., 
November  17,  1891.) 

This  holding,  however,  was  overruled  by  decision  of  the  Secretarjof 
the  Interior  in  case  of  the  Adams  lode  (16  L.  D.,  233). 

It  is  recommended  that  section  2322  of  the  Kevised  Statutes  be 
amended  to  substantially  meet  the  opinion  as  expressed  in  said  office 
letter  of  November  17, 1891,  or  that  the  office  return  to  the  practice 
prevailing  prior  to  said  circular  instructions  of  December  4, 1884.  The 
latter  is  preferred  to  the  present  condition. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  this  report  that  no  cases  have  been  submitted 
to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication  during  the  year.  In  office 
order  dated  April  13, 1893,  it  was  stated  that  ^^no  case  with  matensl 
defects  should  be  submitted  where  the  defects  can  be  cured.''  Under 
this  order  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  defects  can  be  cured  by  republi- 
cation it  is  not  a  case  for  the  board.  Under  this  strict  application  of 
the  law,  and  office  order  of  November  14, 1894,  an  order  in  effect  to 
clear  the  files  of  suspended  entries,  more  than  five  hundred  mineral 
entries  have  been  canceled.  Thirty-eight  of  these  have  since  been 
reinstated  upon  a  more  thorough  examination  made  and  a  number  of 
petitions  for  reinstatement  are  pending.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
that  a  more  liberal  policy  be  adopted,  one  that  wiU  give  to  claimants 
the  fullest  relief  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  law. 

In  the  circular  approved  December  9, 1882  (1  L.  D.,  694),  it  was  pro- 
vided that — 

No  application  by  an  association  of  persons  for  patent  to  a  placer  claim  will  be 
allowed  to  embrace  more  than  160  acres;  and  not  less  than  $600  worth  of  work  must 
be  shown  to  have  been  expended  upon  or  for  the  benefit  of  each  separate  location 
embraced  in  such  application.  If  an  individual  becomes  the  purchaser  and  {KMsessor 
of  several  separate  claims  of  20  acres  each  or  less,  he  may  be  permitted  to  include  in 
his  application  for  patent  any  number  of  snob  claims  contiguous  to  each  other,  not 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate  160  acres;  but  upon  or  for  the  benefit  of  each  origins! 
claim  or  location  so  embraced,  he  or  his  grantors  must  have  expended  the  sum  of  ISOQ 
in  improvements. 
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This  circular  was  overmled  by  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  dated  October  31, 1885,  in  the  case  of  the  Good  Betum  Min- 
ing Company  reported  in  lY  Land  Decisions,  page  221. 

Under  this  latter  ruling  it  has  been  the  practice  to  embrace  several 
claims,  or  locations,  in  one  application  for  patent  and  one  entry,  and 
one  patent  would  be  issued  therefor,  as  the  following  table  will  show : 


Mineral  patents  imaed — 
Including  claims  or  locationo. 


1892. 

1883. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

3.242 
4,670 

1,623 
2,584 

1,363 
2,302 

1,242 
1.980 

1.476 
2,516 

1897. 


1.08S 
2,026 


Jannary  1  to  Jane  30, 1887 : 

MinMBl  entries  recei  ved 732 

Inctading  claims  or  locations 1,414 

It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  applications  and  entries  average 
about  two  claims  or  locations  each.  If  each  application  embraced  just 
two  claims  the  practice  would  not  be  so  very  objectionable,  but  an 
examination  will  show  that  many  applications  are  made  for  single  loca- 
tions only,  these  usuaUy  by  companies  or  individuals  ox>erating  in  a 
moderate  way,  while  those  applications  made  by  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions operating  on  a  larger  scale  are  made  to  include  almost  any  num- 
ber of  claims  or  locations,  provided  only  that  they  are  contiguous  to 
each  other.  In  this  way  a  single  placer  application  and  entry  is  made 
to  cover  several  hundred  acres  and  to  extend  several  miles  in  length, 
usually  along  some  stream  or  water  course,  and  it  is  of  record  that  in 
one  case  an  application  was  made  for  47  lode  locations,  which  were 
all  included  in  one  entry  and  patent,  the  record  of  the  patent  covering 
42  pages.  It  is  true  that  this  was  an  exceptional  case,  but  it  serves  to 
show  what  may  lawfully  be  done. 

Complaint  is  made  by  individual  mining  prospectors  and  claimants, 
and  justly  too,  it  would  appear,  that  in  this  application  of  the  law  they 
are  being  discriminated  against  and  in  favor  of  the  mining  capitalists. 

Numerous  inquiries  are  being  made,  some  by  registers  and  receivers, 
showing  that  it  is  in  contemplation  in  the  future  to  go  still  further  in 
the  consolidation  of  claims.  One  received  through  the  local  officers 
asks  if  a  company  holding  5,000  or  6,000  acres  of  placer  ground  may 
embrace  the  same  in  one  application  and  entry. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  and  noting  the  fact  that  many  mining  syn- 
dicates are  already  in  the  field,  competing  for  the  title  to  the  many 
individual  locations  which  are  iust  now  being  made  on  the  rich  mineral 
discoveries  in  Alaska,  it  is  recommended  that  the  law  be  so  amended 
as  to  prohibit  the  including  of  more  than  one  lode  claim,  or  more  than 
160  acres  of  placer  ground^  in  a  single  application  or  entry. 
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SPECIAL  SERVICE  DIVISION  (P). 

The  work  performed  in  this  diviBiou  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  is  sammarized  as  follows: 

Letters  and  reports  pending  June  30, 1896 182 

Letters  and  reports  received  and  registered 11,189 

Total 117371 

Letters  and  reports  disposed  of 10,801 

Letters  and  reports  pending  June  30, 1897 570 

•  - 

Letters  written 7,333 

Pages  of  press  copybooks 11,392 

Daring  the  year  52  special  agents  were  euiploye<l  in  the  investigation 
of  frandalent  land  entries  and  otherwise  protecting  the  public  lands 
from  illegal  appropriation  and  timber  tresspass,  and  also  in  the  exami- 
nation of  applications  for  permits  to  cut  timber  on  public  lands  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1093),  and 
proposed  forest  reserves  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (2G  Stat  L, 
1095-1103),  the  aggregate  length  of  service  being  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  months  and  twenty-two  days,  equivalent  to  27  agents  for 
the  entire  year  and  1  agent  for  nine  months  and  twenty-two  days. 

PROTECTION  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Seven  hundred  and  thirty -eight  cases  were  referred  to  special  agents 
for  investigation.  Hearings  were  ordered  in  102  cases,  1,110  cases  were 
held  for  ciuicellution,  1,303  canceled,  and  366  examined  and  passed. 
Final  ai'tion  was  tiikeix  in  1,907  cases,  and  therfe  are  now  pending  in 
the  division  (June  :K),  1897),  1,531  cases. 

There  lue  now  ponding  action  291  special  agents'  reports  on  land 
ohiims,  ft  nx^ortls  of  hearing,  and  145  registers  and  receivers'  reports  and 
nusoellaneous  letters, 

.\  wmi^^rison  of  the  work  performed  in  this  division  during  the 
prtv^eut  vt^v  with  that  of  the  years  1895  and  1896  shows  a  gratifying 
n\Hult^  nud  indioiitt>s  that  with  the  same  force  of  clerks  the  work  of  thisyear 
IvH  iii^v<Ulv  \\\  ^vwHVHSof  that  performed  during  either  theyears  1895  or  1896. 


t,stlv..  ^ml  .vi^^^vlM  ivcoiviHl  and 

'^'*'  ■■;;;:::::::  io;547 

^^^\  

>vv  

^v^»  

^vs\  

^j«»m  

\^^H     


7,810 
10, 741 
10,801 


647 
658 
738 


Hearings  ordered  during — 

1895 77 

1896 121 

1897 102 

Entries  held  for  ciincellation  dur- 
ing— 

1895 m 

1896 979 

1897 1,110 

Entries  canceled  during — 

1895 561 

1896 823 

1897 ; 1,308 
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LLLEGAI.  AND  FRAUDULENT  INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS. 

DariDg  the  last  fiscal  year  special  agents  of  this  office  have  sabmitted 
reports  in  some  300  Indian  allotments,  made  under  section  4  of  the  act 
of  Febnrary  8, 1887  (24  Stat.  L.,  388),  as  amended  by  act  of  February  28, 
1801  (2G  Stat.  L.,  794),  during  the  last  four  or  five  years. 

The  x)rovisions  of  this  act  are,  that  nonreservation  Indians  who  have 
made  actual  bona  fide  settlement  on  vacant,  unappropriated  public 
lauds,  valuable  only  for  farming  or  grazing  purposes,  may  be  allowed 
to  have  the  tracts  so  settled  upon,  allotted  to  them  or  their  minor 
children,  to  the  extent  of  80  acres  to  each  Indian  or  minor  child,  if  the 
lands  are  agricultural,  or  in  double  quantity  if  the  lands  are  only  valu- 
able for  grazing  purposes. 

In  the  cases  reported  upon  by  our  special  agents,  with  but  very  few 
exceptions,  the  report  shows  that  the  allotment  is  illegal  or  fraudulent, 
and  in  most  cases  both ;  that  the  Indian,  or  alleged  Indian,  never  made 
settlement  on  the  land  at  all  (which  under  the  law  is  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  entitle  him  or  her  to  an  allotment)  and  in  most  cases  was  never 
on  or  near  the  land  and  had  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  regarding 
same;  that  the  land  is  more  valuable  for  the  timber  thereon  or  mineral 
therein  than  for  farming  or  grazing  or  any  other  purpose,  and  that 
the  minor  child  (the  majority  of  these  allotments  being  made  in  the 
names  of  minor  children)  is  the  offspring  of  a  white  man,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  an  Indian  woman,  or  a  woman  of  Indian 
blood,  and,  consequently,  not  entitled  to  an  allotment  (13  L.  D.,  683,  and 
24  L.  D.,  311). 

The  reports  of  our  special  agents  further  show  that  in  every  case,  or 
nearly  every  case,  the  allotment  application  was  made  solely  for  the 
purpose  ot  speculation  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  home  for 
the  allottee,  as  contemplated  by  the  act;  that  they  were  x)rocured  to  be 
made  by  unscrupulous  attorneys  and  timber  speculators,  who  induce 
the  Indians,  or  alleged  Indians,  to  dispose  of  their  alleged  allotment 
rights  and  give  deeds  for  the  lands  or  the  timber  thereon  for  a  bottle 
of  whisky  or  for  cash  or  promises  to  pay  cash  in  sums  of  from  $5  to 
$20  each;  that  in  a  number  of  cases  the  applicants  have  affixed  their 
signatures  or  marks  to  the  applications,  and  the  procurer  has  taken 
the  papers  to  some  clerk  of  a  court  or  other  official  entitled  to  admin- 
ister oaths  and  had  the  jurats  and  seals  affixed  thereto  without  the 
Indian,  or  alleged  Indian,  ever  appearing  in  person  to  be  sworn;  that 
individual  Indians,  or  alleged  Indians,  have  been  allowed  allotments  in 
two  or  more  land  districts  in  the  same  State,  and  in  some  instances 
in  two  or  more  jStates;  and  that,  in  fact,  in  the  making  of  these  allot- 
ments, which  are  clearly  and  unquestionably  illegal,  the  grossest  and 
most  barefaced  frauds  have  been  perpetrated  on  the  Oovemment  and 
the  wards  of  the  Government  which  have  ever  been  attempted  under 
any  act  of  Congress  pertaining  to  the  public  lands. 


70       REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONEtl   OF   GENERAL   LAND    OFFICE. 

The  records  of  this  Office  show  that  some  4,000  allotment  applica- 
tions under  section  4  of  the  act  of  February  8, 1887,  have  been  sdlowed, 
estimated  to  average  120  acres  each,  or  some  500,000  acres  in  all,  of 
unreserved  and  unappropriated  public  lands,  which  are  thereby  ille- 
gally and  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  settlement  and  disposal  under 
the  general  land  laws.  These  allotment  applications  have  been 
accepted  by  the  Indian  allotting  agents  and  listed,  and  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  the  lists  have  been  submitted  to  the  Department  for 
approval  and  have  been  approved,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  condi- 
tional patents,  so  called,  or  declarations  of  trust,  have  been  issued 
under  such  approved  lists. 

It  was  decided  by  your  predecessor  in  office  that  the  conditional  or 
trust  patents,  so  called,  issued  on  these  illegal  and  fraudulent  allot- 
ment applications,  take  them  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department 
and  that  no  action  can  be  taken  looking  to  their  revocation  or  cancel- 
lation and  the  restoring  of  the  lands  embraced  therein  to  the  public 
domain. 

I  have  expressed  my  views  fully  on  this  matter,  and  other  matters 
relating  to  these  allotments,  in  letters  to  the  Department  dated  April 
15, 1897,  June  24, 1897,  July  6,  1897,  and  August  3, 1897,  in  which  let^ 
ters  I  have  recommended  such  action  as,  in  my  opinion,  the  public 
interests  demand,  and  have  requested  advisory  instructions. 

COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE   OF  WITNESSES. 

In  the  annual  reports  of  this  office  for  a  number  of  years  past  recom- 
mendation has  been  made  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  compelling  the 
attendance  of  witnesses  at  hearings  in  contested  land  cases  before  the 
local  laud  officers. 

Special  consideration  of  the  subject,  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  the 
need  of  such  a  law,  was  given  in  the  annual  reports  for  1887  (p.  89),  1889 
(p.  54),  1893  (p.  69),  and  1894  (p.  92),  particular  reference  being  made  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  House  bill  7216  (Fifty-first  Congress,  first 
session),  embodying  the  legislation  required,  which  had  the  approval 
of  this  office. 

In  view  of  the  imi)ortance  of  having  such  a  law,  I  reuew  the  recom- 
mendations  heretofore  made  for  its  enactment. 

TIMBER  PERMITS. 

The  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  for  permits  to 
cut  public  timber,  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1093), 
amounted  to  96,  including  17  applications  for  renewal  of  privilege, 
being  an  increase  of  10  applications  over  the  preceding  year.  During 
the  year  35  permits  have  been  issued  and  44  applications  have  been 
rejected. 


BBPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL  LAND   OFFICE.       71 
DEPREDATIONS  UPON  PUBLIC  TIMBER. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy  cases  of  depredations  upon  public  timber 
have  been  reported  during  the  year,  involving  public  timber  and  the 
products  therefrom  to  the  value  of  $635,064.78  recoverable  to  the 
Government. 

The  amount  involved  in  propositions  of  settlement  accepted  by  this 
office,  compromises  effected  under  section  3469,  United  States  Eevised 
Statutes,  and  sales  of  timber  and  lumber  is  $37,990.81,  and  the  amount 
involved  in  fines  imposed  and  judgments  rendered  is  $73,548.98. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1897,  there  were  pending  in  the  United  States 
courts  145  civil  suits  for  the  recovery  of  a  total  amount  of  $3,129,213.21 
for  the  value  of  timber  alleged  to  have  been  unlawfully  cut  from  public 
lauds,  and  305  criminal  prosecutions  for  the  act  of  cutting  or  removing 
timber  in  violation  of  law. 

The  lack  of  a  sufficient  force  of  special  agents  to  properly  investigate 
the  large  amount  of  timber  trespass  committed  each  year  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  such  depredations,  continues 
to  be  a  source  of  regret. 

THE  PUBLIC  FOEESTS. 

An  examination  shows  legislation  on  this  subject  extending  over  a 
I)eriod  of  eighty  years,  the  first  law  passed  being  the  act  of  March 
3,  1817  (3  Stat.  L.,  347),  the  provisions  of  which  were  subsequently 
expanded  by  the  act  of  March  2, 1831  (4  Stat.  L.,  472),  commonly  referred 
to  as  section  2461,  Bevised  Statutes. 

A  running  glance  at  the  most  important  of  these  laws,  as  succes- 
sively passed,  may  be  of  advantage  in  summing  up  the  need  in  respect 
to  legislation  on  this  subject  at  the  present  time. 

The  course  adopted  at  the  outset  in  respect  to  timber  on  public  lands, 
and  pursued  for  over  thirty  years,  was  that  of  a  severely  restrictive 
policy,  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1817,  as  expanded  in  1831,  being  the 
most  severely  stringent  and  restrictive  that  could  possibly  have  been 
enacted,  the  public  being  thereby  prohibited  from  procuring  timber 
from  any  public  lands  for  use  in  any  manner  whatever  other  than  for 
the  use  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

This  law  appears  to  have  operated  without  a  shadow  of  modification 
until  1850,  except  that  resulting  from  the  passage  of  the  preemption 
act  in  1841,  which  secured  a  tacitly  implied  privilege  to  the  settler 
thereunder  in  respect  to  using  the  timber  on  his  claim  for  certain  rea- 
sonable purposes  in  connection  therewith.  - 

One  of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the  law  is  its  utter  inadequacy 
to  serve  as  a  proper  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  for  the 
punishment  of  the  offenses  to  which  it  relates,  since  a  law  that,  in  pro- 
viding punishment  for  this  class  of  offenses,  fails  to  discriminate  clearly 
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and  with  justice  as  to  what  properly  constitutes  a  crime  in  respect  to 
the  use  of  public  timber  must  of  necessity  largely  fail  of  effect  in  appli- 
cation. And  since  this  continues  to  be  the  principal  x>enal  statute  upon 
which  this  Office  has  to  rely  in  its  efforts  to  check  the  waste  and  destruc- 
tion of  public  timber,  its  failure  to  meet  the  ends  required  is  a  serious 
matter. 

It  would  seem  that  legislation  should  be  secured  more  in  accord  with 
the  needs  of  the  times. 

I  can  not,  accordingly,  too  strongly  urge  the  early  modification  of 
the  law. 

A  further  glance  at  the  public-timber  laws  shows  that  if  the  first 
thirty  years  were  characterized  by  an  inconsiderate  withholding  of 
public  timber,  the  year  1850  marked  a  sudden  and  abrupt  departure 
from  that  policy  in  the  passage  of  the  first  of  the  great  acts  making 
grants  of  public  lands  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  and  per- 
mitting timber  to  be  taken  from  other  public  lands  in  constructing  the 
same. 

The  passage  of  this  act,  in  its  relation  to  subsequent  legislation 
respecting  public  timber,  can  best  be  described  as  opening  the  flood- 
gates; after  which  the  generosity  of  Congress  in  this  direction  was 
for  more  than  twenty  years  a  rising  tide,  which  was  not  long  in  becoming 
an  overrunning  flood  that  swept  from  the  Gulf  States  to  the  lakes, 
and  thence  rapidly  onward  to  the  Pacific,  making  grants  of  pubtic 
lands,  with  the  timber  thereon,  in  princely  munificence,  and  abiding 
the  free  use  of  additional  public  timber  ibr  the  construction  of  the 
roads. 

The  public  seems  suddenly  to  have  awakened  to  the  enormous  value 
of  the  timber  on  the  public  domain  and  the  profit  to  be  derived  from 
handling  the  same  as  an  article  of  traffic,  and  the  year  1850  is  memora- 
ble as  having  unlocked  for  the  first  time  the  vast  resources  of  these 
great  forests. 

From  that  time  on  similar  acts  followed  in  rapid  succession  until 
finally,  in  1875,  Congress  passed  a  general  law  (act  of  March  3, 1875; 
18  Stat.  L.,  482)  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  to 
any  railroad  company  which  filed,  as  required,  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  due  proof  of  organization,  etc.,  and  also  the  right  to  take 
timber  for  construction  purposes  from  public  lands  adjacent  to  the  line 
of  the  road. 

While  in  any  discussion  of  this  class  of  acts  the  obvious  need  for 
generous  legislation  offering  advantages  '^a^  an  inducement  to  the 
accomplishment  of  enterprises  of  a  quasi  public  character  "  through 
undeveloped  portions  of  the  ])ublic  domain  is  readily  conceded,  at  the 
same  time  it  is  questionable  if  this  generosity  has  not  been  extended 
too  far. 

The  special  privilege  granted  by  the  act  of  June  8, 1872  (17  Stat.  L., 
339)f  to  the  Denver  and  Eio  Grande  liailroad  Company  to  take  timber 
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from  public  lands  for  the  purposes  of  repair  on  a  portion  of  its  line 
continues  and  should  be  repealed. 

The  year  1878  marked  another  epoch  in  the  history  of  public-timber 
legislation,  by  the  passage  on  the  same  day  of  two  acts,  the  result  of 
which  has  been  to  i)ractically  throw  open  to  the  general  market  all 
timber  on  the  greater  iK)rtion  of  the  public  lands  lying  west  of  the 
Mississippi  liiver. 

The  first  of  these  acts,  known  as  the  '^Mineral  act"  of  June  3, 1878 
(20  Stat.  L.,  ^)j  authorized  '^all  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
other  persons,  bona  fide  residents  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  or  Nevada, 
or  either  of  the  Ten*itories  of  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Wyoming, 
Dakota,  Idaho,  or  Montana,  and  all  other  mineral  districts  of  the 
United  States  •  •  •  to  fell  and  remove,  for  building,  agricultural, 
mining,  or  other  don^estic  purposes,  any  timber  or  other  trees  growing 
or  being  on  the  public  lands,  said  lands  being  mineral,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  entry  under  existing  laws  of  the  Uniteil  States,  except  for 
mineral  entry  •  •  •  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe  for  the  protection  of  the  timber 
and  of  the  undergrowth  growing  upon  such  lauds,  and  for  other  pur- 
lK)8e8:  Provided^  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  railroad 
corporations.'' 

The  second  of  these  acts,  known  as  the  ^^  Timber  and  stone  land  act" 
of  June  3,  1878  (20  Stat.  L.,  89),  provided  for  the  sale  of  unreserved, 
uuofiered,  surveyed  public  timber  lands  in  California,  Oregon,  Nevada, 
and  Washington,  and  subsequently  extended  by  act  of  Congress  of 
August  4, 1892,  to  all  the  public-land  States. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  acts,  authorizing  the  cutting  of  timber 
on  mineral  lands,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  his  report  for  the 
year  1878,  quotes  this  Office  as  having  reported  upon  it,  when  a  bill 
before  Congress,  as  being  '^equivalent  to  a  donation  of  all  the  timber 
lands  to  the  inhabitants  of  those  States  and  Territories,  which  will  be 
found  to  be  the  largest  donation  of  the  public  doniiiiii  hitherto  made 
by  Congress." 

To  which  forecast  as  to  results  to  be  apprehended  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  added  the  following  prediction : 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  tlie  above-named  act  and  its  probable  effects,  I 
venture  the  prediction  that  the  permission  given  the  inhabitants  of  the  States  and 
Territories  named  therein  to  take  timber  from  the  public  lands  in  any  quantity  and 
wherever  they  can  find  it,  for  all  purposes  except  export  and  sale  to  railroads,  will 
1»o  taken  advantage  of,  not  only  by  settlers  and  miners  to  provide  economically  for 
their  actual  current  wants,  but  by  persons  who  will  see  in  this  donation  a  chance  to 
make  money  quickly ;  that  it  will  stimulate  a  wasteful  consumption  beyond  actual 
need  and  lead  to  wanton  destruction ;  that  the  machinery  left  to  this  Department  to 
prevent  or  repress  such  waste  and  destruction  through  the  enforcement  of  the  rules 
above  mentioned  will  prove  entirely  inadequate;  that  as  a  final  result  in  a  few  years 
the  mountain  sides  of  those  States  and  Territories  will  be  stripped  bare  of  the  timber 
now  growing  upon  them,  with  no  possibility  of  its  reproduction,  the  soil  being  once 
washed  off  from  the  slopes,  and  that  the  irrepara1>le  destruction  of  the  forests  will 
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brinn:  upon  those  States  all  the  calamities  experienced  from  the  same  caonos  in 
districts  in  Europe  and  Asia  similarly  situated. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  repeal  of  the  above-named  act,  and  the  substi- 
tution therefor  of  a  law  embodying  a  more  provident  policy,  similar  to  that  of  th« 
above-mentioned  Senate  bill  No.  609,  is  in  the  highest  degree  desirable.  If  tbe 
destruction  of  the  forests  in  those  States  be  permitted,  the  agricnltoral  and  pastumge 
interests  in  the  mountainous  regions  will  inevitably  be  sacrificed  and  the  valleys 
in  the  course  of  time  become  unfit  for  the  habitation  of  men. 

The  second  act  was  equally  condemned  at  its  initiation  by  this  Depart- 
ment, the  possibilities  for  evil  contained  in  its  provisions  being  clearly 
pointed  out  in  the  same  report  as  follows: 

The  act  for  the  sale  of  timber  lands  in  the  States  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Nevsds^ 
and  in  Washington  Territory,  passed  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  is,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  this  Department,  commented  upon  by  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  in  the  following  language : 

''It  is  a  bill  of  local  and  not  general  application  to  the  timber  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  adds  one  more  to  the  already  numerous  special  acts  for  the  disposal  of 
the  public  domain.  The  price  fixed  is  too  low,  as  much  of  the  land  is  worth  from  five 
to  fifty  dollars  per  acre. 

"  Under  the  provisions  of  the  bill  the  timber  lands  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  speedily 
taken  up  and  pass  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  notwithstanding  the  pro\'i8ions  to 
prevent  such  result.  The  soil  should  not  be  sold  with  the  timber  where  the  land  is 
not  fit  for  cultivation.  Only  the  timber  of  a  certain  size  should  be  sold,  and  the  soil 
and  young  timber  retained  with  a  view  to  the  reproduction  of  the  forests.  The  bill 
should  have  limited  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  persons  who  have  farms  and  homea 
within  the  State  or  Territory,  and  it  ought  to  have  required  the  purchasers  to  show 
affirmatively  that  they  had  need  of  timber  for  domestic  uses. 

''The  last  clause  of  the  second  section  will  permit  any  person  applying  for  s 
tract  of  timber  land  and  securing  a  certificate  from  the  register,  to  sell  his  right 
and  interest  therein  immediately,  and  the  purchaser,  although  it  may  have  been 
obtained  by  perjury,  may  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  land. 

"Section  5  provides  that  any  person  prosecuted  under  section  2461  of  the  Bevised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States,  may  be  relieved  of  the  penalty  by  the  payment  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($2.50)  per  acre  for  the  land  trespassed  upon.  This  is 
objectionable  for  the  reason  that  the  penalty  fixed  is  altogether  inadequate,  and 
does  not  require  the  payment  of  costs  of  prosecution,  which  are  often  greater  than 
the  penalty  to  be  collected.  It  should  require  that  the  trespasser  should  pay  for  the 
entire  subdivision  trespassed  upon. 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  it  will  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  persons  who  want  to  make  money  quickly,  to  acquire  the  timber  lands  under 
its  provisions  at  a  very  low  price,  and  strip  the  mountain  sides  of  their  forest  growth 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  How  disastrous  such  a  result  will  be  to  these  States  and 
Territories  need  not  be  detailed  here.'' 

I  fully  concur  with  the  Conmiissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  in  his  opinion 
thus  expressed. 

The  traditions  of  a  time  arc  still  alive  when  the  area  covered  with  virgin  forest  in 
this  country  was  so  great  that  the  settler  might  consider  the  trees  in  the  land  he 
occupied  as  a  mere  difficulty  to  be  overcome  and  to  be  swept  out  of  his  way.  Bat 
circumstances  have  very  materially  changed.  We  are  now  rapidly  approaching  the 
day  when  the  forests  of  this  country  will  no  longer  be  sufficient  to  supply  our  home 
wants,  and  it  is  the  highest  time  that  the  old  notion  that  the  timber  on  the  public 
lands  belongs  to  anybody  and  everybody,  to  be  cut  down  and  taken  off  at  pleasure, 
should  give  way.  A  provident  policy,  having  our  future  wants  in  view,  can  not  be 
adopted  too  soon.    Every  year  lost  inflicts  upon  the  economical  interests  of  this 
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country  an  i^jnry  which  in  every  part  of  the  country  will  be  seriously  felt,  but  in 
the  mountainous  regions  threatens  to  become  especially  disastrous  and  absolutely 
irreparable.  We  ought  to  learn  something  from  the  calamitous  experiencee  of  oilier 
parts  of  the  world.  If  the  necessity  of  such  a  provident  policy  be  not  recognized 
while  it  is  time,  the  neglect  of  it  will  be  painfully  appreciated  when  it  is  too  late. 
I  am  BO  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject  that  as  long  as  I 
remain  intrusted  with  my  present  duties  I  shall  never  cease  to  urge  it  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress. 

The  predictions  then  made  of  calamitous  results  to  be  anticipated 
from  both  acts  have  since  been  fully  verified  during  the  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years  that  they  have  been  in  operation,  and  material  modifica- 
tions should  be  made.  In  the  meanwhile  the  existing  law,  permitting 
the  extension  of  forest  reservations  and  the  limited  use  of  timber,  under 
proper  restrictions,  will  aid  to  relieve  the  situation. 

The  year  1891,  however,  added  another  to  the  laws  authorizing  the 
free  use  of  timber  on  public  lands,  in  the  passage  of  the  act  commonly 
known  as  the  ^'  permit "  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1093). 

This  act  was,  in  a  sense,  more  far-reaching  than  any  that  had  preceded 
it,  since,  in  resi)ect  to  territory  covered,  it  did  not  stop  short  of  includ- 
ing the  remote  region  of  Alaska,  in  addition  to  the  seven  great  States  of 
Colorado,  Montana,  Idaho,  IN^orth  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and 
Nevada,  and  the  then  Territory  of  Utah,  to  which  vast  expanse  of 
domain  two  more  Territories  were  subsequently  added  by  an  extension 
of  its  provisions  on  February  13,  1893,  to  include  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona. 

Under  this  law,  residents  of  the  States,  Territories,  and  district 
named  can  now  procure  permits  from  the  Department  to  cut  timber 
free  of  cost  from  nonmineral  public  lands  therein  for  purposes  of  sale 
or  traffic,  while  miners,  farmers,  and  other  bona  fide  residents,  who 
have  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  wood  on  tbeir  lands  or  claims  for  devel- 
oping the  same,  or  for  firewood,  are  permitted  to  procure  the  needed 
timber  from  public  lands  without  a  permit. 

The  history  of  this  act  shows  that  the  timber  speculators  have  not 
been  slow  to  see  in  this  legislation  an  added  opportunity  to  enrich 
themselves  through  the  means  of  public  timber;  the  record  of  its  opera- 
tion during  the  past  six  years  disclosing  that  it  has  been  taken  advan- 
tage of,  not  merely  by  settlers  to  supply  their  actual  and  pressing  wants, 
but  to  a  large  extent  by  great  corporations,  standing  in  no  need  what- 
ever of  aid  from  the  Government,  who  have  to  a  great  extent  used  the 
timber  thus  secured  free  of  cost  in  enabling  them  to  control  the  market 
for  timber  in  certain  localities. 

The  act  is,  on  its  face,  fatally  defective  in  allowing  under  the  permits 
issued  the  free  use  of  timber  without  providing  adequate  compensation 
to  the  Oovemment.  It  is,  furthermore,  unjust,  since  the  holders  of 
permits  thereunder  are  in  a  position  to  come  into  competition  on  a  free 
basis  with  parties  who  have  acquired  timber  by  purchase  of  the  lands 
under  the  timber  and  stone  land  act  of  June  3, 1878,  or  otherwise. 
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The  operation  of  the  act  has  fal]y  demonstrated  the  want  of  wisdom 
in  placing  public  timber  thus  free  of  cost  at  the  disposal  of  the  pubhc 

It  is  also  unjust  in  granting  exceptional  privileges  to  the  residents  of 
the  States,  TeiTitories,  and  district  named  therein. 

If  such  licenses  as  are  now  granted  under  this  act  are  i)ermitted  at 
all,  they  should  only  be  extended  to  settlers  on  the  public  domain  whose 
actual  needs  and  the  improvement  of  their  claims  require  such  timber 
free  of  cost,  and  this  should  be  shown.  Manufacturers,  lumbermen, 
dealers  and  speculators  of  all  kinds  should  compensate  the  Govern- 
ment when  using  the  timber  as  they  would  for  any  other  property. 
Bich  mining  companies  or  other  operators  should  pay  for  the  timber 
used  from  the  public  lands  as  they  would  if  it  came  from  the  city  lum- 
ber yards. 

The  privilege  of  securing  permits  to  cut  public  timber  without  charge 
has  been  grossly  abused.  In  the  case  of  the  Big  Blackfoot  Milling 
Company  (16  L.  D.,  363)  the  application  was  for  the  free  use  of  Gov- 
ernment timber  on  22  sections  of  public  forest  land.  This  was  virtually 
denuding  14,080  acres  of  valuable  timber,  and  without  the  payment  of 
a  dollar  therefor  to  the  Grovemment. 

In  that  case  my  predecessor  reduced  the  amount  and  only  allowed 
the  application  to  the  extent  of  4  sections,  or  2,560  acres. 

Nearly  300  permits  have  been  issued  to  cut  public  timber  since  the 
passage  of  the  permit  law,  with  an  estimated  amount  of  timber  allowed 
to  be  cut  thereunder  of  300,000,000  feet.  The  majority  of  jiermits  have 
been  issued  to  small  sawmill  operators  for  an  average  amount  of  about 
500,000;  but  large  corporations  and  companies  have  secured  permits  at 
different  times  to  cut  many  millions  of  feet,  notably  the  Big  Blackfoot 
Milling  Company,  the  Bitter  Boot  Development  Company,  and  the 
Anaconda  Mining  Company,  all  of  Montana,  which  have  had  several 
permits  each. 

Since  my  induction  into  this  office  I  have  not  felt  justified  in  allowing 
any  license  or  use  to  exceed  one-quarter  section,  or  160  acres,  and  any 
further  and  like  quantity  only  upon  a  showing  as  to  the  real  necessity. 
But  in  most  cases  even  this  license  should  be  denied  by  law  as  well 
as  by  the  Department. 

Few  people  realize  the  vast  amount  of  timber  taken  from  the  public 
lands  annually  and  its  great  value.  The  amount  of  trespass  yearly 
reported  to  this  office,  added  to  the  value  of  timber  taken  under  the 
guise  of  law,  free  of  charge,  reaches  millions  of  dollars. 

A  few  cases,  taken  from  different  sections  of-  the  country,  will  suffice 
for  illustration : 

Suit  was  recommended  against  the  Bitter  Boot  Development  Com- 
pany in  1894  for  $315,250,  the  value  of  31,525,000  feet  of  saw  logs. 
This  company  has  been  one  of  the  principal  factors  in  supplying  tim- 
ber to  the  Anaconda  Mining  Company,  being,  in  fact,  an  adjunct  of 
the  latter. 
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From  a  statement  on  file,  made  by  the  Anaconda  Mining  Company 
November  30,  1891,  it  appears  that  the  wood  and  Inmber  consumed  by 
said  company  at  Batte  and  Anaconda  for  the  six  months  previous  to 
the  shutting  down  of  the  mines  and  works  was  65,000  cords  of  wood 
and  18,500,000  feet  of  lumber;  that  the  daily  consumption  thereafter 
was  700  cords  of  wood  and  100,000  feet  of  lumber,  and  that  the  con- 
sainption  for  1892  was  to  be  255,000  cords  and  40,000,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber. And  it  has  probably  never  been  less  since.  Reliable  information 
shows  that  this  company  not  only  supplies  its  mines  and  smelters  with 
timber  cut  from  the  public  lands,  but  has  also  established  lumberyards 
in  difterent  towns,  wherein  they  dispose  of  not  less  than  50,000,000  feet 
annually  exclusive  of  what  they  consume  in  their  legitimate  mining 
operations,  which  equals  as  much  more  as  they  sell  in  said  towns. 

In  Colorado  suit  ha«  lately  been  brought  against  the  HieblerJIamlin 
Manufacturing  Company  for  nearly  $60,000— the  value  of  8,777,800  feet 
of  timber — and  against  Barnes  &  Co.,  for  the  value  of  8,912,106  feet  of 
timber,  amounting  to  over  $75,000. 

In  South  Dakota  a  suit  has  been  pending  since  1891  against  the 
Homestake  Mining  Company  for  over  $688,000,  the  value  of  779,792 
cords  of  wood  unlawfully  appropriated  up  to  that  time,  to  which  a  con- 
siderable sum  should  be  added  for  later  depredations. 

Suits  have  also  been  recommended  against  the  Black  Hills  and  Fort 
Pierre  Eailroad  Company  for  an  aggregate  of  over  $300,000. 

Ill  Minnesota  a  suit  is  pending  against  the  Pine  Eiver  Logging  and 
Improvement  Company  for  over  $450,000,  the  value  of  nearly  22,000,000 
feet  of  timber  unlawfully  taken  from  Indian  reservations. 

Other  large  suits  are  pending  there;  as,  likewise,  in  Wisconsin  there 
are  many  pending,  amounting  to  a  large  sum  in  the  aggregate.  In 
Arizona  there  is  a  suit  against  the  Copper  Queen  Mining  Company  for 
$183,000. 

The  above  serve  only  as  illustrations.  It  is  the  same  in  all  public- 
land  States  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  It  gives  only  a  faint  idea  of 
the  value  of  timber  annually  lost  to  the  Oovernment. 

That  in  one  portion  of  our  country  one  class  of  citizens  should  be 
held  to  severe  penalties  when  they  cut  a  single  tree  on  the  public 
domain  and  in  another  section  vast  concerns  are  allowed  by  law  free 
access  to  and  the  free  use  of  millions  of  feet  of  valuable  timber  seems 
neither  just  nor  consistent.    All  citizens  should  be  treated  alike. 

At  the  time  this  legislation  was  enacted  the  policy  may  have  seemed 
wise  and  necessary,  but  experience  has  since  demonstrated  its  liability 
to  abuse,  if  not  its  entire  impolicy  and  viciousness. 

For  these  reasons  I  desire  to  urge  the  need  of  legislation  to  either 
repeal  both  said  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1093),  and  the  extend- 
ing act  of  February  13,  1893  (27  Stat.  L.,  444),  or  else  to  restrict 
licenses  thereunder. 

The  above  review  of  the  majority  of  the  leading  laws  respecting  tim- 
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ber  on  the  public  domaiD,  as  successiyely  passed,  discloses  that  the 
general  trend  of  this  legislation  for  the  last  fifty  years  has  been  in  the 
direction  of  making  vast  donations  of  timber,  which  have  been  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  powerful  and  unscmpulons  in  the  amassing  of 
fortunes  by  both  individuals  and  corporations. 

These  acts,  which  have  resulted  in  half  a  century  of  wholesale  spolia- 
tion of  public  timber  lands  throughout  vast  regions  of  the  country, 
have  been  offset  from  time  to  time  by  occasional  legislative  efforts  in  the 
interest  of  protecting  public  timber.  But  these  attempts  at  a  restrict- 
ive policy  have  by  no  means  kept  pace  with  the  acts  throwing  open  the 
public  forests.  With  the  exception  of  the  two  recent  acts  of  March  3, 
1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1095),  and  June  12,  1897  (Public— No.  2),  providing 
for  the  creation  and  administration  of  forest  reservations,  and  the 
additional  recent  act  of  February  24, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  594),  to  prevent 
forest  fires  on  the  public  domain,  fhe  laws  for  the  preservation  of  public 
timber  have  been  of  a  more  or  less  feeble  nature,  in  nowise  commen- 
surate with  the  gigantic  evils  to  be  coped  with,  and  have,  consequently, 
proved  in  large  measure  ineffective. 

While  the  acts  granting  the  use  of  timber  have  been  on  a  whole  so 
general  in  respect  to  both  their  scope  and  application  as  to  constitute 
almost  unbounded  licenses,  those  forbidding  or  restraining  the  use  of 
timber  (with  the  exceptions  above  noted)  have  been  largely  local  in 
their  application  and  limited  in  their  scope. 

Moreover,  the  looseness  and  unskillfulness  with  which  many  of  the 
laws  granting  privileges  have  been  drawn,  resulting  in  their  abounding 
in  elastic  and  ambiguous  terms,  has  enabled  the  unscrupulous  to  stretch 
the  licenses  granted  to  almost  any  extent  desired;  while  the  further 
fact  that  many  of  the  laws  have  been  found  to  be  conflictiDg  has 
rendered  it  largely  impracticable  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  a  restrain- 
ing nature. 

The  report  of  the  forestry  committee  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  May,  1897,  in  the  following  language,  appears  very  perti- 
nent at  this  place: 

It  has  long  been  apparent  to  all  disinterested  persons  familiar  with  the  working 
of  the  land  laws  of  the  United  States  that  the  acts  which  we  have  described  should 
be  repealed;  and  unless  this  is  done  it  is  evidently  only  a  matter  of  a  comparatively 
short  time  when  all  the  valuable  timber  will  have  been  destroyed  on  the  unreserved 
public  lands  or  will  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  individuals.  Unless,  therefore, 
the  Government  Is  prepared  to  abandon  control  of  the  water  supply  of  many  streams 
needed  for  irrigation,  and  to  see  the  whole  of  its  unreserved  territory  west  of  the 
one  hundredth  meridian  stripped  of  its  valuable  timber  and  agricultural  and  mining 
interests  crippled,  it  must  contemplate  the  adoption  of  some  policy  like  that  which, 
after  a  fair  trial,  has  proved  successful  and  profitable  in  Canada,  and  under  which 
all  public  lands  in  the  Western  States  and  Territories  more  valuable  for  their  forests 
than  for  agriculture  or  the  production  of  minerals  can  be  reserved  to  protect  the 
flow  of  rivers  and  to  produce  timber  to  supply  the  needs  of  agriculture  and  miniDg 
and  demands  of  commerce. 

The  suggestions  quoted  have  been  largely  covered  by  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  last  sundry  civil  bill  (act  February  24, 1897).    The  law 
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already  i>ermits  the  reservation  of  any  lands  which  are  more  valuable 
for  timber  than  for  agriculture  or  for  minerals.  Add  to  this  the  means 
for  executing  existing  authority,  and  the  Department  will  meet  the 
requirements  imposed  upon  it  without  further  material  legislation. 

The  Greneral  Land  Office  is  fully  competent  to  deal  with  this  subject, 
indissolubly  connected  as  it  is  with  its  general  jurisdiction  over  the 
public  lands,  and  requiring  as  it  should  the  least  division  of  authority 
with  the  least  conflict  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  While  another 
bureau  is  unnecessary,  yet  I  am  convinced  of  the  impracticability  of 
protecting  and  administering  the  forests  upon  the  public  domain  with- 
out provision  for  the  maintenance  of  a  full  local  force  to  supervise  the 
timbered  lands  and  see  to  executing  the  provisions  of  law  in  respect 
thereto. 

The  supervision  of  such  vast  areas  of  land  and  proper  administra- 
tion of  all  the  interests  involved  necessitates  a  widespread  force  of 
employees,  with  a  consequent  equipment  in  respect  to  officers  and  gen- 
eral management,  the  proper  control  and  direction  of  which  can  only 
be  effected  through  the  agency  of  an  adequate  force  of  competent 
agents  of  this  office.  The  task  is  gigantic,  and  calls  for  measures  in 
proiK)rtion. 

The  question  as  to  required  measures  remains  no  longer  an  open  one, 
and  it  is  ardently  hoped  that  the  present  Administration  may  be  sig- 
nalized by  such  earnest  efforts  as  will  meet  the  conditions  and  needs 
of  the  country.  It  is  the  initiation  of  a  policy  not  only  for  the  present 
generation  but  designed  for  all  time.  The  permanency  as  well  as  the 
magnitude  and  vast  importance  of  the  undertaking  justifies  every 
effort  in  its  behalf. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  need  for  such  a  force  of  agents  in  point  of 
efficacy  is  not  greater  than  the  demand  for  it  as  a  matter  of  economy. 

At  present  timber  dealers  yearly  sweep  vast  quantities  of  timber 
from  the  public  lands  in  the  interest  of  speculation  without  the  pay- 
ment of  so  much  as  a  dollar  therefor  to  the  Government,  and  confla- 
grations continually  rage  through  the  public  forests  without  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  check  the  work  of  destruction. 

The  loss  of  timber  yearly  from  these  sources  could  be  conservatively 
estimated  as  runuing  up  into  the  millions  of  dollars.  When  this  appall- 
ing outgo  is  considered,  the  yearly  appropriation  of  less  than  $200,000 
to  sustain  a  force  of  forestry  agents  to  check  the  work  of  destruction, 
while  insignificant  in  point  of  expense,  is  clearly  demanded  in  the 
interest  of  public  economy. 

It  is  furthermore  obvious  that  a  well-managed  force  of  agents  would 
shortly  prove  more  than  self-supporting  through  the  proceeds  derived 
from  the  sale  of  timber  eflected  by  the  Government. 

I  deem  this  question  of  the  preservation  of  the  forests  of  the  United 
States  the  most  important  matter  at  present  demanding  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Office,  and  as  such  I  urge  that  it  receive  the  early  attention 
of  Congress. 
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FOREST  FIRES. 

For  twenty  years  attention  has  been  urgently  directed  by  this  OflBce 
to  the  devastation  and  waste  caased  by  continual  conf  agrations  sweep- 
ing throagli  the  public  forests,  especially  in  tbe  arid  regions  of  tlie  far 
West,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  water  and  the  unsettled 
condition  of  large  portions  of  the  country,  fires,  if  not  checked  at  the 
outbreak,  quickly  gain  uncontrollable  headway,  and,  as  has  been  pointed 
out,  destroy  more  valuable  timber  in  a  day  than  is  felled  in  a  year. 
Depredators  denude  t1)e  public  domain  of  much  of  its  timber  wealth, 
but  fire  is  its  greatest  enemy. 

In  treating  this  subject,  both  this  Office  and  the  Department  have 
unceasingly  urged  the  imperative  need  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  pro- 
t0(;t  the  timber  on  public  lands  from  destruction  by  fire. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  these  repeated  recommenda- 
tions have  finally  borne  fruit,  the  past  year  having  been  signalized  by 
securing  action  in  the  desired  direction,  in  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
February  24, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  594),  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  forest 
fires  on  the  public  domain."  Experience  thus  far  has  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  and  practical  excellence  of  that  law.  It  answers  fully  the 
end  desired,  and  should  be  retained  as  to  every  part.  To  have  secured 
action  of  such  desirable  nature  marks  the  past  year  as  one  of  note  in 
))ublic  forestry  matters. 

In  order  to  disseminate  as  extensively  as  possible  information  in 
rogard  to  this  act,  copies  of  the  circular  thereunder  approved  by  the 
Department  March  13, 1897,  have  been  sent  to  registers  and  receivers 
of  all  the  local  land  offices  in  the  different  public-land  States  and  Terri- 
tories, with  instructions  to  give  them  general  publicity,  which  has 
resulted  in  their  being  largely  published  by  the  press  in  the  localities 
most  concerned.  Copies  of  this  circular  have  also  been  sent  to  (he 
judges  of  probate  of  all  counties  bordering  on  forest  reservations  in 
Arizona,  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington. 

A  supply  of  *'  forest-fire- warning  posters,"  dated  July  28, 1897,  printed 
on  cloth,  has  also  been  sent  to  special  forest  agents  and  supervisors  for 
posting  on  the  different  forest  reservations  and  on  unreserved  public 
timber  lands  which  are  exposed  to  forest  fires,  and  to  postmasters  at 
county  seats  in  the  States  of  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Montana,  Nevada,  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington,  Wisconsin, 
and  Wyoming,  ftud  in  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and 
the  District  of  Alaska,  for  posting  in  their  respective  offices. 

A  supply  of  these  posters  has  also  been  sent  to  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  local  laud  offices  in  all  public  land  States  and  Territories, 
except  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  the  two  Dakotas.  In  the  latter,  the 
])oster8  have  been  sent  to  the  local  officers  at  Bismarck  and  Eapid  City. 

The  posters  have  been  further  distributed  by  being  sent  to  surveyors- 
goncral  of  Alaska,  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Florida,  Idaho,  Looi- 
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siana,  Minnesota,  Montana,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Oregon, 
South  Dakota,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming,  to  post  in  their 
offices  and  for  distribution  to  deputy  surveyors  and  assistants,  who  are 
likely  to  engage  in  work  in  the  vicinity  of  public  forests,  to  post  in 
conspicuous  places;  and  copies  have  been  forwarded  to  the  several 
chairmen  of  county  school  commissioners  of  the  States  of  California, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah, 
Washington,  and  Wyoming,  and  of  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico,  to  post  in  their  offices  or  conspicuous  places  in  their  cities.  A 
copy  has  likewise  been  forwarded  to  each  of  the  judges  of  probate  for 
the  counties  in  the  State  of  Washington  and  the  Territory  of  Arizona. 
The  poster  is  as  follows  : 

FOREST  FIRES— WARNING. 

Dbpartment  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
WashingUm,  D.  C,  July  28y  1897. 

The  attention  of  the  public  is  called  to  the  fact  that  immense  areas  of  the  public 
forests  are  annually  destroyed  by  fire,  originating,  in  many  instances,  through  the 
carelessness  of  prospectors,  campers,  hunters,  sheep  herders,  and  others,  while  in 
some  cases  the  fires  are  started  with  malicious  intent. 

Warning  is  hereby  given  that  the  origin  of  all  forest  fires  will  be  closely  investi- 
gated, and,  where  the  fire  is  ascertained  to  have  originated  through  carelessness  or 
design,  the  persons  implicated  will  be  prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law. 

The  public  generally  is  requested  to  aid  the  officers  of  the  Government  in  its  efforts 
to  check  the  evil  referred  to  and  in  the  punishment  of  all  offenders. 

The  act  of  Congress,  approved  February  24,  1897,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
forest  fires  on  the  public  domain,''  is  as  follows : 

*^Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembledf  That  any  person  who  shall  willfully  or  maliciously  set 
on  fire,  or  cause  to  be  set  on  fire,  any  timber,  underbrush,  or  grass  upon  the  public 
domain,  or  shall  carelessly  or  negligently  leave  or  suffer  fire  to  burn  unattended  near 
any  timber  or  other  inflammable  material,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  district  court  of  the  United  States  having  Juris- 
diction of  the  same,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  of  not  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  or 
be  imprisoned  for  a  term  of  not  more  than  two  years,  or  both. 

''Skc.  2.  That  any  person  who  shall  build  a  camp  fire,  or  other  fire,  in  or  near  any 
forest,  timber,  or  other  inflamabie  material  upon  the  public  domain,  shall,  before 
breaking  camp  or  leaving  said  fire,  totally  extinguish  the  same.  Any  person 
failing  to  do  so  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction 
thereof  in  any  district  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 
shall  be  fined  in  a  snm^not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  or  be  impiisoned  for  a 
term  of  not  more  than  one  year,  or  both. 

''Sec.  3,  That  in  all  cases  arising  under  this  act  the  fines  collected  shall  be  paid 

into  the  public  school  fund  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  where  the  offeuAe  was 

committed  are  situate." 

BiNGER  Hermann, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
Approved: 

C.  N.  Buss,, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  act  has  also  been  omboclied  in  full  in  the  circular  of  Jnne  30, 
1897,  prescribing  rales  and  regulations  governing  forest  reserves,  under 
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the  act  of  June  4, 1897  (Pablic — ^No.  2)yand  hasbeen  widely  distribated  in 
this  maoDer  in  the  land  States  and  Territories  containing  forest  reserveB. 

Special  forest  agents  and  snpervisors  have  been  instmcted  to  con- 
sider the  protection  of  the  pablic  forests  from  fire  as  one  of  the  most 
important  of  their  pablic  duties,  and  have  been  emjiowered  to  take 
sach  emergent  action  as  may  be  reqnired  from  time  to  time  to  get  fires 
under  controL  The  need,  however,  for  a  greatly  increased  force  to 
ondertake  this  work  with  any  d^ree  of  success  is  daily  becoming  more 
apparent,  now  that  the  matter  of  coping  with  this  giant  evil  is  being 
made  a  leading  feature  of  this  branch  of  the  service  in  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  this  new  act. 

In  illustration  of  this,  a  rexM>rt  recently  received  from  Special  Forest 
Agent  B.  F.  Allen  gives  particulars  of  a  fire  that  started  in  the  San 
Gabriel  Timber- Land  Beserve,  in  the  State  of  Gallfomia,  last  year,  and 
burned  nearly  three  months,  destroying  timber  on  ^<  several  townships" 
before  it  could  be  extinguished.  When  it  is  considered  that  a  single 
township  covers  more  than  20,000  acres,  the  loss  of  timber  on  several 
townships  caused  by  this  one  conflagration  may  be  readily  appreciated, 
Nor  is  the  loss  confined  to  the  matter  of  timber  consumed.  Agent  Allen 
states  <Hhe  serious  effects  of  this  fire  is  now  being  felt  by  all  those 
whose  water  supply  was  obtained  in  the  territory  burnt  over." 

A  telegram  on  September  3, 1897,  from  the  register  of  the  Missoula, 
Mont.,  laud  district,  advised  this  office  of  a  fire  at  that  time  in  the  Bitter 
Boot  Forest  Beserve,  which  had  burned  over  an  estimated  area  of  from 
10  to  20  sections  of  land,  resulting  in  heavy  damage;  and  on  the  same 
date  the  local  officers  of  the  Buffalo,  Wyo.,  district  telegraphed  that  a 
fire  in  the  vicinity  of  Sheridan,  Wye,  which  was  still  burning,  had 
destroyed  the  timber  on  an  estimated  area  of  25  square  miles. 

The  enormous  losses  suffered  in  the  cases  cited  are  sufficient  in  them- 
selves to  prove  conclusively  the  need  for  means  to  be  placed  at  the 
command  of  this  Office  to  enable  it  to  maintain  a  sufficient  local  force 
to  proi)erly  Bui)ervise  the  forested  areas  of  public  lands,  with  a  view  to 
preventing  as  far  as  possible  the  starting  of  fires  and  extinguishing 
such  as  are  started  before  they  gain  any  considerable  headway.  Even 
with  the  very  small  force  at  the  command  of  this  Office  and  the  limited 
sum  of  money  for  such  purpose  damaging  fires  have  been  prevented 
Forest  Agent  S.  B.  Ormsby  reports  the  timely  extinguishment  of  fires 
iby  him  which  «aved  A  value  equal  to  one  year's  cost  of  maintaining  the 
entire  present  forestry  foroe.  I  uecommend  such  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress as  will  enable -the  Department  to  divide  and  subdivide  the  forest 
reservations  into  orderiy  proportions  for  the  purpose  o€ , patrolling  the 
same  in  the  dry  months  of  the  year,  and  for  the  further  utilizing  rt 
the  patrol  force  in  the  cutting  and  clearing  away  of  pathways  in  itbe 
reserves,  which  will  serve  the  double  purpose  of  fire  barriers  and  afi 
open  avenues  of  communication  for  the  forest  force  from  one  portion  of 
the  reserve  to  another.    This,  with  active  supervision  and  the  expendi- 
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tare  of  a  comparatiyely  small  sum  for  employment  of  emergency  help 
as  occasion  may  require,  will  largely  accomplish  the  end  desired  and 
save  to  the  nation  a  continuous  loss  in  its  forests  of  incalculable  value, 
which  now  go  up  in  smoke  and  down  to  ashes  with  no  means  provided 
lor  prevention.  No  prudent  individual  owner  of  property  could  for  a 
mmnent  remain  indifferent  to  such  peril  to  his  interests,  and  a  like  pru- 
dence should  actuate  a  great  nation. 

This  suggestion  becomes  the  more  significant  so  far  as  future  cost  is 
concerned  when  we  are  reminded  that  very  soon  the  sale  of  timber  from 
the  reserves  will  not  only  fiar  exceed  the  cost  of  maintenance  but  will 
yield  a  large  revenue  to  the  Oovemment,  as  do  the  forests  of  several 
other  nations. 

All  attempts  on  the  part  of  this  Office  at  enforcing  the  present  fire 
act  must  largely  fail  of  effect  unless  a  sufficient  force  of  employees  can 
be  placed  in  the  field  to  properly  accomplish  this  work  of  supervision. 

I  am,  accordingly,  impressed  with  the  importance  of  securing  for  the 
conduct  of  this  work  hereafter  appropriations  commensurate,  in  a  meas- 
ure at  least,  with  the  needs  of  the  service. 

In  reference  to  the  enforcement  of  the  penalties  provided  in  the  act 
of  February  24,  1897,  the  first  case  for  prosecution  thereunder  is  about 
to  be  tried  in  the  State  of  Washington,  and  numerous  other  cases  in 
various  sections  of  the  country  are  being  rapidly  investigated  with  a 
view  to  securing  the  prosecution  and  punishment  of  the  offenders. 


FOREST  EESERVATIONS. 

There  are  now  existing  19  forest  reservations  created  by  Presidential 
proclamation  under  section  24  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (20  Stat.  L., 
1095),^embracing  an  estimated  area  of  18,993,280  acres,  as  follows: 


SUte  or  Territory. 


Alaska.. 

ArixoDA  . 
CaUfomiA 


Name  of  reservation. 


Afoniak  Forest  and 
Fish    Culture    Be- 


serve. 


Orand  Canyon  Forest 

Reserve. 
San  Gabriel  Timber 

Land  Reserve. 
Sierra  Forest  Reserve 


San  Bernardino  For- 
est Reserve. 

Trabuoo  Canyon  For- 
est Reserve. 

Stanislaus 


San   Jacinto    Forest 
ReMpre. 


Locality. 


Afognak  Island  and  its  adja- 
cent bays  and  rocks  and  ter- 
ritorial waters,  including, 
among  others,  the  Sea  Lion 
Rocks  and  Sea  Otter  Island. 
(Reserved  under  sees.  24 
and  14,  act  Mar.  3,  1891.) 

In  Coconino  County 


In  Los  Angeles  and  San  Ber- 
nardino counties. 

In  Mono,  Mariposa,  Fresno, 
Tulare,  Inyo,  and  Kern 
counties. 

In  San  Bernardino  County 


In  Orange  County . 


In  Alpine,  Mono,  Amador, 
Calaveras,  and  Tuolumne 
counties. 

In  San  Diego  County 


Bate  of  proc- 
lamation 

creatinf^  res- 
ervation. 


Dec.  24,1892 


Feb.  20,1803 
Dec.  20, 1892 
Feb.  14,1893 

Feb.  25,1893 

do 

Feb.  22,1897 


.do 


Estimated 

area  in 

acres. 


Not  ascer- 
tained. 


1,851,520 

655,520 

4,096,000 

737,280 

49,920 

091,200 

787,180 
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Foreat  retervatiom — Continaed. 


State  or  Territory. 


Colorado . 


New  Mexico. 
Oregon  


Kame  of  reservation. 


Locality. 


Wasfaington 
"Wyoming  .. 


White  River  Plateau 
Timber  Land  Re- 
serve. 

Pikes    Peak  Timber! 
Land  Reserve.         / 

Plum  Creek  Timber 
Land  Reserve. 

South  Platte  Forest 
Reserve. 

Battlement  Mesa  For- 
est Reserve. 

The  Pecos  River  For- 
est Reserve. 

Bull    Ran    Timber' 
I^and  Reserve. 

Cascade  Range  For- 
est Reserve. 


Asbland  Forest  Re- 
serve. 

The  Pacific  Forest 
Reserve. 

Yellowstone  National 
Park  Timber  Land 
Reserve. 


In   Routt,  Rio  Blanco,  Gar- 
field, and  Eagle  counties. 

In  El  Paao  County | 

In  Douglas  County 


In  Park,  Jefferson,  Summit, 
and  Cbadee  counties. 

In  Garfield,  Mesa.  Pitkin, 
Delta,  and  Gunnison  coun- 
ties. 

In  Santa  Fe.  San  Miguel,  Rio 
Arriba,  and  Taos  counties. 

In  Multnomah,  Wasco,  and 
Clackamas  counties. 

In  Multnomah,  W^aaco,  Clack- 
amas, Marion,  Linn,  Crook, 
Lane,  Douelas,  Jackson, 
and  Klamath  counties. 

In  Jackson  County 


In   Pierce,  Kittitas,  Lewis, 

and  Yakima  counties. 
On  the  south  and  east  of  the 


Feb.  ao,  1883 

/Mar.  30, 1891 
Yellowstone  National  Park.  \Sept.lO,  1891 


Date  of  proc- 
lamation 

creating  res- 
ervation. 


Estimated 

in 


Oct.    16,1891 

Feb.  11,1892 
Mar.  18, 1892 
June  23, 1892 

Dec.     9, 1892  ; 

Dec  24,1892 

Jan.  11.1892 
June  17. 1883 
Sept.  28, 1898 


} 


.do 


1,198,080 


164,330 
179,300 

683,530 

856,340 

311.040 

142.080 

4,482.800 

18,510 
967,680 

}  1,239.040 


The  areas  given  are  the  estimated  aggregate  areas  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  reservations.  The  lands  actually  reserved  are  only  the 
vacant  public  lands,  title  to  various  tracts  within  the  reservations 
having  passed  from  the  Government  before  the  establishment  of  tbe 
reserves,  and  other  tracts  are  occupied  by  bona  fide  settlers,  who  located 
before  reservation,  and  who  have  the  right  to  complete  their  titles  upon 
showing  a  due  compliance  with  the  law. 

By  proclamations  of  February  22, 1897,  there  were  created  thirteen 
forest  reserves.  These  were  all  suspended,  however,  with  the  exception 
of  the  two  in  California  (the  Stanislaus  and  the  San  Jacinto),  by  the 
sundry  civil  appropriation  act  of  June  4, 1897  (Public — No.  2),  until 
March  1, 1898,  the  lands  embraced  therein  to  continue  in  the  meantime 
subject  to  appropriation  and  disposal  under  the  land  laws  the  same  as 
though  the  reservations  had  never  been  made. 

The  lands  embraced  in  the  suspended  reservations,  not  otherwise 
disposed  of  before  March  1, 1898,  are  to  again  become  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  proclamations  as  now  existing  or  as  may  be  hereafter 
modified  by  the  President.  Provision  is  also  made  that  the  reserva- 
tions shall  be  surveyed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  the 
Oeological  Survey,  to  determine  the  character  of  the  lands  and  as  a 
basis  for  permanent  reservation. 

In  addition  to  the  reservations  already  made,  other  timbered  areas 
are  now  being  examined  by  agents  of  this  Office  with  a  vieiy  to  their 
early  reservation. 
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The  suspended  reserves  are  as  follows,  their  estimated  aggregate  area 
being  19,951,360  acres : 


states  and  Territories. 


Idaho  and  Montana 

Idaho  and  Washington 
Montana 

Sonth  Dakota 

Utah ->- 

Washington 

Wyoming 


Bitter  Root  Forest  Reserve 

Priest  River  Forest  Reserve 

Flathead  Foiest  Reserve 

Lewis  and  Clark  Reserve , 

filaek  Hills  Forest  Reserve 

Uintah  Forest  Reserve 

Washington  Forest  Reserve 

Olympic  Forest  Reserve 

Mount  Rainier  Forest  Reserve  (exdading  Pacific  Reserve) 

Big  Horn  Forest  Reserve 

Teton  Forest  Reserve 


Estimated 

area  in 

acres. 


1, 147, 200 

645,120 

1, 382, 400 

2,926,080 

967.680 

875. 520 

3,504,240 

2,188.800 

1,267.200 

1,127,680 

829,440 


The  act  of  March  3, 1891,  anthorizing  the  President  to  create  forest 
reservations,  contained  no  provisions  for  their  protection  and  adminis- 
tration, and  the  lack  of  such  legislation  was  immediately  felt.  The 
importance  of  supplying  the  deficiency  and  of  enacting  a  law  to  cover 
the  subject  has  been  constantly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress, 
with  the  result  of  obtaining  at  the  last  session,  in  the  sundry  civil  act, 
approved  June  4, 1897  (above  referred  to),  a  modified  form  of  the  sev- 
eral proposed  laws  heretofore  presented  for  consideration  by  Congress. 

Under  the  law  of  June  4, 1897,  above  mentioned,  which  authorizes 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  such  rules  and  regulations  and 
establish  such  service  as  will  insure  the  objects  for  which  forest  reserva- 
tions are  created,  rules  and  regulations  governing  forest  reserves  were 
prepared  and  were  approved  by  you  June  30, 1897.    (24  L.  D.,  589.) 

These  rules  and  regulations  have  been  widely  distributed,  with  a  view 
to  a  better  understanding  of  the  subject  by  the  public,  and  their  publi- 
cation has  been  secured  by  the  agents  of  this  Office  in  many  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  West  as  a  matter  of  news. 

More  general  interest  is  taken  in  the  subject  of  forest  preservation 
and  reservation,  and  as  it  is  the  more  inquired  into  by  the  people 
directly  affected,  the  advocates  of  an  efficient  forest  administration 
increase  in  number. 

The  promulgation  of  the  law  and  the  rules  and  regulations  has,  in 
itself,  had  a  tendency  to  create  greater  interest  in  the  matter  and  to 
cause  the  public  to  observe  more  closely  the  regulations  and  the  penal- 
ties for  the  violation  thereof. 

Since  the  1st  of  July,  1897,  under  the  meager  appropriation  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Department  for  the  purpose,  but  six  special  forest  agents 
and  supervisors  have  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  patrolling  the 
forest  reserves  and  enforcing  the  observance  of  the  regulations.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  this  force  is  infinitesimal,  considering  the  magni- 
tude of  the  work  and  the  territory  to  be  covered.  As  a  region  requir- 
ing more  immediate  attention,  they  were  assigned  to  the  reserves  in 
California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Arizona,  and  Kew  Mexico.    It  is  too 
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early  to  speak  particalarly  of  the  work  performed  by  them,  bat  I  am 
jostiAed  in  saying  that  their  presence  in  the  reservations  has  already 
been  felt  beneficiidly  by  a  more  general  observance  of  the  regolationa 
and  by  the  suppression  of  what  might  have  proved  to  be  very  destnic- 
tive  forest  fires. 

The  duties  of  these  forest  agents  are  many,  and  it  goes  withont  say- 
ing that  the  force  will  have  to  be  very  materially  increased  to  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  the  forest-reserve  law.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  economy 
and  a  wise  i>olicy  to  increase  the  force  to  make  it  effective.  A  well- 
trained  force  of  50  or  60  forest  agents  and  patrolmen  judiciously  dis^ 
tributed  through  the  several  States  and  Territories  embracing  forest 
reserves  can  readily  be  made  the  means  of  preserving  millions  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  public  timber  annually  from  the  spoliation  of  trespassers 
and  destruction  by  fire  at  a  relatively  slight  cost  to  the  GovemmcDt, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  importance  of  forest  preservation  and  the  growth 
and  use  of  merchantable  timber  for  the  future  generations. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Becommendation  of  a  modification  of  the  irrigation  law  known 
as  the  Oarey  Act,  page  57. 

2.  Becommendation  of  prompt  action  by  Congress  to  terminate  the 
suspension  of  Arkansas  land  claims,  page  61. 

3.  Becommendation  with  reference  to  Indian  allotments  under  acts  of 
February  8, 1887,  and  February  28, 1891,  page  61. 

4.  Becommendation  with  reference  to  the  course  of  proceedings  for 
the  adjustment  of  mineral-land  claims,  pages  65-7. 

5.  Benews  recommendation  of  an  enactment  for  the  compulsory 
attendance  of  witnesses  at  hearings  in  contested  land  cases  before  the 
local  laud  officers,  page  70. 

6.  Becommends  modification  of  the  law  imposing  penalties  for  depre- 
dations on  public  timber,  pages  71-2. 

7.  Becommends  repeal  or  modification  of  the  several  laws  granting 
special  privileges  with  reference  to  the  use  of  timber  on  the  pubhe 
lands,  pages  72-6. 

8.  Becommends  ample  appropriations  to  give  effect  to  the  laws,  rules, 
and  regulations  for  protecting  and  administering  the  existing  and  pros- 
])eotive  forest  reservations,  pages  79,  82-3. 

BespectAilly  submitted. 

BiNGEB  Hermann,  Cinnmissioner. 

Hon.  0.  N.  Bliss, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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DETAILED   STATEMENT. 


A  detailed  statement  of  the  work  performed  in  the  General  Land 
Office  and  surveying  districts  during  the  year  is  given  under  the 
following  heads : 

1.  B.  Recorder's  division. 

2.  C.  Public  lands'  division. 

3.  E.  Surveying  division. 

4.  F.  Railroad  division. 

5.  G.  Preemption  division. 

6.  H.  Contest  division. 

7.  K.  Swami)-land  division. 

8.  L.  Drafting  division. 

9.  M.  Accounts  division. 

10.  N.  Mineral  division. 

11.  P.  Special  service  division. 

12.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Alaska. 

13.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Arizona. 

14.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  California. 

15.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Colorado. 

16.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Florida. 

17.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Idaho. 

18.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Louisiana. 

19.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesota. 

20.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Montana. 

21.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Nevada. 

22.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  New  Mexico. 

23.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  North  Dakota. 

24.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Oregon. 

25.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  South  Dakota. 

26.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Utah. 

27.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Washington. 

28.  Report  of  the  surveyor-general  of  Wyoming. 

89 
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B.— RECORDER'S  DIVISION. 

This  division  has  charge  of  the  records  of  patents  issued  and  the 
certificates,  proofs,  and  other  muniments  of  title  on  which  the  patents 
are  founded,  and  answers  all  communications  relating  to  the  same. 
The  division  also  keeps  a  record  of  the  number  of  unsatisfied  military 
bounty-land  warrants,  including  Porterfield  warrants. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1836,  reorganizing  the  Greneral  Land  Office, 
requires  the  recorder,  after  the  Commissioner  has  approved  the  issu- 
ance of  a  patent,  to  att'Cnd  to  its  correct  engrossing,  recording,  and 
transmission,  and  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the 
same;  and  he  is  farther  required,  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1841,  to 
countersign  all  patents. 

Under  the  above  and  other  statutory  enactments  and  official  regu- 
lations the  following  work  was  performed  in  the  recorder's  division 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897: 

I       Work  performed  in  this  division  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SOj  1897. 

Letters  pending  July  1, 1896 53 

Letters  received  during  the  year 14^,809 

U,8«2 

Letters  disposed  of: 

By  answers 7,776 

I        By  reference  to  other  divisions 432 

By  examination,  noting,  and  no  answer  re4nired 6, 565 

14,778 

Letters  pending  June  30, 1897 89 

Letters  written 13,687 

Letters  recorded 14,809 

Pages  of  recording 8, 569 

Attorneys  cards  received  and  answered 11, 325 

Oirculars  sent  out 2,084 

Certified  copies  furnished  from  patent  records 4, 110 

Fees  for  certified  copies $6,586.46 

Agriculturcd  patents. 

Cases  approved  and  awaiting  patent  July  1,  1896 40 

Cases  received  during  the  year  for  i)atenting 32,404 

Total 32,444 

Cases  patented  as  foUows: 

Cash  patents 6,464 

Homestead  patents 20,904 

Timber  culture  patents   4,515 

Militarv  bounty  land  patents 55 

Agricultural  coUe^  scrip  patents 11 

Supreme  court  scrip  patents 4 

Surveyor-general's  scrip  patents 77 

Valentine  scrip  patents 2 

Siouxhaif-breed  scrip  patents 5 

Porterfield  scrip  patents 1 

Red  Lake  and  Pembina  scrip  patents 5 

Choctaw  scrip  patents 40 

Dodge  scrip  Intents 4 

Total... 32,087 

Approximating  5,133,920  acres  of  land  patented.    Cases  approved 

and  awaiting  patent  June,  1897  (approximating  57,120  acres) 357 

Patents  transmitted ^ 31,184 
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A 
REVOLUTIONARY  BOUNTY  LAND  SCRIP. 


[Acts  of  Angnst  81, 1862,  and  June  22,  isao.  f onnded  on  Virvinla  mlUtary  land  WAffants  firnnted 

for  services  in  the  War  of  the  Beyolntion.] 

The  nnmber  of  such  claims  now  pending  for  want  of  additional 
evidence  is  311,  aggregating  99,648ff  acres. 

WAR  OF  1812  WARRANTS. 
[Act  of  July  27, 1842.] 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  warrants  of  this  class  issued  for  18,720 
acres  are  still  outstanding. 

PORTERFIELD  WARRANTS. 

[Actof  Aprilll,18aa] 

The  original  number  of  warrants  issued  under  this  act  and  aggre- 
gating 6,133  acres  was  subdivided  into  153  warrants. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  of  said  warrants  have  been  patented, 
leaving  32  outstanding  and  unsatisfied,  each  calling  for  40  acres. 

Condition  of  bounty  land  business  under  acts  of  1847^  1850 ,  1852,  and  1855,  show- 
ing the  issues  and  locations  from  the  commencement  of  operations  under  said  acts 
to  June  SO,  1897: 


Grade  of  warrants. 


Act  of  1847: 
160  acres. 
40  acres.. 

Total 

Actof  1860: 
160  acres. 
80  acres.. 
40  acres.. 

Total 

AcX  of  1862: 
160  acres. 
80  acres.. 
40  acres.. 

Total 

Actof  1865: 
160  acres. 
120  acres. 
100 
80 

eo 

40 
10 

Total 

Actof  1847... 
Actof  1850... 
Actof  1862... 
Actof  1866... 

Total 


Nnmber 
issued. 


80,688 

7,684 


88,S67 


27,444 

57,715 

108,076 


189,135 


li600 
9,070 


11,901 


115,432 

07,051 

6 

48,471 

860 

541 

5 


262,865 


<  Nnmber 
acres. 


12,909,280 

aoB,aao 


13,212,640 


4,391,040 
4,617,200 
4,160,040 


13,167,280 


195,520 
136.920 
362,800 


694.240 


18,478,120 

11,646,120 

600 

3,967,680 

21,540 

21,640 

50 


34,120,750 


Nnmber 
located. 


70,140 
7,068 


96,228 


26,881 

56,381 

100,819 


184,081 


1,196 
1,666 
8,886 


11.747 


110,300 
91,018 

48,251 

315 

466 

8 


260,448 


Nnmber 
acres. 


12,682,400 
283,520 


12,945,920 


4,300,960 
4,510,480 
4,082,760 


12,844.200 


191,200 
133,280 
365,440 


679,920 


17,662.400 

10,922,160 

500 

3,860,080 

18,900 

18,640 

30 


32,482,710 


Number 

out- 
standing. 


1,542 
496 


2,087 


568 

1,338 
3,157 


5,068 


27 

33 

184 


244 


5,042 
6,003 

1,220 

44 

75 

2 


12,417 


Number - 
acres. 


246,720) 
19,800) 


266,620) 


90,08Q 
106,640 
126,280' 


328,000 


4,820 
2,640 
7,360 


14.380 


806.720 

723,960 

lOO 

97,600 

2,640 

8,000 

20 


1,684,040 


SUMMARY. 


88,267 
180,136 

11,991 
262,865 


13,212,640 

13,167,280 

694,240 

34,120,760 


61,194,910 


86,228 
184,061 

11,747 
260.448 


632,604 


12,945,920 

12,844,200 

679,920 

32,482,710 


58,962,750 


2,037 

5,063 

244 

12,417 


19,751 


266,520 
323,000 

14,820 
1,634,040 


2,287,880 
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BOUNTY-LAND  BUSINESS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  acres  represented  by 
military  bounty-land  warrants  located  in  the  several  land  States  and 
Territories  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  ^or  not  heretofore 
reported,  which  warrants  were  issued  under  the  acts  of  1847, 1850, 
1852,  and  1855.  The  aggregate  number  of  acres  is  computed  at  the 
rate  of  $1.25  per  acre.  It  does  not  show  the  exact  area  of  the  lands 
located  with  the  warrants  : 


Arizona 120 

California 600 

Colorado 1,520 

Florida .      400 

Kansas    160 

Louisiana 820 

Michigan _ 440 

Minnesota 5,280 


Missouri 390 

Utah 200 

North  Dakota 820 

Washington 130 

Wyoming 160 


Total 10,960 


SUMMARY  OF  WARRANTS. 


Denominatioii  of  warrants. 

40acree. 

80  acres. 

120  acres. 

160  acres. 

* 

Total. 

Act  of  1847 

8 

480 

Act  of  1850 

7 

7 

810 

Act  of  1852 

Act  of  1866 

6 

19 

•       43 

9.610 

Total    . 

•7 

13 

19 

46 

10.980 

NECESSITY   OF  AN  INDEX  SYSTEM  FOR  THE  RECORDER'S  OFFICE. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Wdshingtofiy  May  20, 1897, 

Sir:  Kindly  find  inclosed  recommendation  from  the  chief  of  the 
recorder's  division  for  a  deficiency  appropriation  of  11,000,  with  a  view 
of  bringing  about  certain  very  much  needed  reforms  in  his  office  work, 
which,  as  will  be  seen  b}'^  his  showing  of  the  situation,  is  much  needed 
in  the  interest  of  the  preservation  of  the  public  records  as  well  as  in 
economy  of  time  and,  in  the  end,  of  money  to  the  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

BiNGER  Hermann,  Commissioner. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Department  of  the  Interior,  General  Land  Office, 

Washington^  D,  C,  May  19, 1897. 

Sir:  The  storing  and  preserving  of  the  records  is  the  great  problem  before  the 
recorder *s  office  at  the  present  time.  Without  going  into  the  question  of  the  urgent 
necessity  for  more  storage  room,  the  halls  as  well  as  the  rooms  of  the  present 
building  being  utilized  for  that  purpose,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention 
to  liie  condition  of  the  files. 

There  is  absolutely  no  available  index  of  the  records  of  the  office.  There  is  an 
alphabetical  index  in  the  front  part  of  the  record  books,  but  as  there  are  nearly 
8.000  volumes  it  is  of  no  use  unless  the  particular  volume  is  known,  and  that  is 
very  seldom. 
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Whenever  a  certified  copy  or  any  information  regarding  a  patent  is  required, 
the  original  papers  have  to  oe  drawn  by  the  file  clerks  to  find  the  volume  and  page 
"where  it  is  recorded.  These  papers  are  tied  in  bundles,  arranged  numerically, 
and,  as  far  as  poesible.  according  to  the  local  office  from  which  they  were  origi- 
nallv  issued,  tne  number  given  the  patent  being  the  number  given  the  papers  by 
the  local  office,  and  each  office  beginning  with  number  1  on  each  of  a  dozen  classes 
of  entries. 

The  older  xMipers  are  becoming  quite  brittle,  and  in  consequence  of  this  constant 
handling  are  very  badly  worn,  and  in  a  large  number  of  cases  have  been  entirely 
destroyed.  As  it  is  impossible  to  replace  these  papers,  which  are  the  proofs  on 
which  the  patents  have  been  issued,  it  is  imperative  that  an  index  system  be  put 
in  operation  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  drawmg 
thepapers  except  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  certified  copies  of  the  same. 

This  index  should  be  made  very  carefully  and  accurately,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
it  can  be  made  without  asking  for  an  increase  of  the  clerical  force  of  the  Land 
Office,  clerks  being  detailed  from  the  different  divisions  as  the  work  will  permit, 
and  that  500,000  patents  could  be  indexed  during  the  year  commencing  July  1, 
1897,  my  idea  being  to  finish  one  State  at  a  time,  on  a  plan  that  would  ma^e  a  har- 
monious whole  when  completed,  and  at  the  same  time  admit  of  use  of  any  part  of 
the  same  as  fast  as  it  was  made. 

I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  the  different  systems  of  index  in  use,  and  am  of 
the  opinion  that  what  is  known  as  the  card-index  system,  now  in  operation  in  the 
Cong^ressional  Library  and  the  Record  and  Pension  Division  of  the  War  Depart- 
partment,  is  the  only  system  flexible  enough  to  be  adapted  to  the  needs  of  this 
office. 

There  are  about  3,800,000  patents  on  the  records  of  this  office  at  the  present  time; 
conseauently  it  will  take  that  number  of  cards  to  prepare  an  index  which  will 
take  tne  place  of  the  original  papers  now  used  for  that  purpose,  and  which  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  save  from  destruction. 

These  papers  should  also  be  inclosed  in  envelopes  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files,  ana  if  necessary  or  advisable  these  files  can  then  be  placed  in  a  building  sep- 
arate from  the  one  occupied  by  the  clerical  force  of  the  Department. 

After  a  careful  investigation  of  the  question  of  cost  of  material  for  performing 
this  work,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  cards,  all  printed  and  numbered,  can  be 
bought  in  large  quantities  for  about  $1.25  per  1,000;  that  the  cases  for  holding 
them  will  cost  $1  per  1,000  or  less,  and  that  the  envelopes  for  filing  the  papers  wiU 
cost  about  $1  per  1,000,  making  a  total  cost  for  material  about  $3,  or  possibly  $3.25, 
per  1,000. 

I  am  informed  that  the  appropriation  for  stationery  in  the  Interior  Department 
for  the  year  be^nning  Jtuy  1, 1897,  on  account  of  some  extra  demands  of  the 
Patent  Office,  will  not  admit  of  this  additional  expenditure,  and  that  this  work 
will  have  to  be  delayed  until  the  beginning  of  another  fiscal  year  unless  a  special 
appropriation  for  this  material  can  be  inserted  in  the  deficiency  bill  now  before 
Congress. 

As  it  is  important  that  this  work  be  done  as  soon  as  possible,  and  also  desirable 
that  it  be  finished  during  the  present  Administration,  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  request  the  Appropriation  Committee 
to  include  in  the  deficiency  bill  the  amount  or  $1,000,  to  be  expended  for  cards, 
cases,  and  envelopes  to  be  used  in  the  indeidng  and  filing  of  the  papers  in  this  office. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Brush,  Recorder. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 


The  foregoing  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  $1,000  was  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  rearranging,  indexing,  and  preserving  the  records  of  the  recorder's 
office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

This  appropriation  is  for  the  material  to  perform  this  work,  and  all 
the  available  force  of  the  office  will  be  placed  upon  the  same  for  the 
purpose  of  pushing  it  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
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C— PUBLIC  LANDS  DIVISION. 

This  division  has  charge  of  the  permanent  tract  books,  in  whicli 
space  is  allowed  for  the  posting  of  each  legal  subdivision,  established 
by  surveys  and  shown  by  the  official  plats,  which  has  heretofore  been 
or  is  now  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  In  these  books  are  noted 
descriptions  of  all  entries,  filings,  selections,  grants,  reservations,  and 
cancellations  thereof,  either  by  relinquishment  or  by  action  of  this 
office,  and  all  restorations  to  the  public  domain.  Therefore  all  claims 
to  public  lands  must  be  recorded  in  these  books,  as  well  as  every  con- 
test, conflict,  and  anything  affecting  the  status  of  any  tract,  to  the  end 
that  the  status  of  any  particular  tract,  entry,  filing,  selection,  grant, 
or  reservation  may  be  known  upon  reference  to  these  records. 

It  devolves  upon  this  division  to  examine  the  greater  portion  of  all 
entries  made  with  regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  entry  papers,  the 
qualifications  of  the  entrymen,  and  the  final  pai)ers  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  proofs  submitted,  and  to  furnish  the  status  showing  any 
apparent  conflicts  at  the  date  of  posting  of  all  entries,  selections, 
filings,  and  applications  which  are  referred  to  other  divisions  for  final 
action .  All  final  and  commuted  homestead,  soldiers'  additional  home- 
stead, timber-land  cash,  private  cash,  graduation  cash,  and  various 
other  classes  of  entries,  including  scrip  locations  and  Indian  home- 
steads, are,  if  uncontested,  finally  adjudicated  and  disposed  of  by  this 
division. 

There  is  also  allotted  to  this  division  a  great  deal  of  important  mis- 
cellaneous work,  such  as  the  making  of  reports  and  recommendations 
relative  to  legislation  affecting  public  lands  and  work  incidental  to 
the  disposal  of  great  areas  of  ceded  Indian  lands  and  lands  restored 
to  the  public  domain  from  a  state  of  reservation  imposed  by  railroad 
grants,  reservoir  sites,  abandoned  military  reservations,  etc.,  in  which 
numerous  complicated  questions  are  constantly  arising  as  to  the  legal 
rights  accruing  under  the  special  laws  providing  for  the  disxKwal 
thereof  and  the  instructions  in  regard  thereto,  requiring  decisions  and 
new  rulings  covering  nice  points  of  law. 

The  report  of  work  performed,  herewith  submitted,  shows  an  increase 
in  some  items  of  current  work  and  a  decrease  in  others.  The  work  is 
practically  up  to  date. 

Work perforv^ed  in  the  division  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1897, 

Letters  pending  June  30,  1896 256 

Letters  received  during  the  year 27, m 

28,847 

Letters  disposed  of : 

Byanswer o'iqq 

By  reference - - 1 

By  filing  (no  answer  required) —     12,360 

Balance  pending  Jnne  30, 1S97 Wl 

Miscellaneous  letters  written ^S'So 

Decisions  written - '» J*j 

Appeals  transmitted  to  Secretary ---  J*f 

Swiretary's  decisions  prouinlgated JJj 

Certified  copies  made .^ -- *" 
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Fees  received  for  certified  copiefl - -  -  -  $154. 46  • 

Folios  of  transcribing  (tract  Docks) 6, 774 

Pages  of  recording -    11,854 

Pages  of  typewriting 42,737 

Pages  of  press  copying 84,168 

Repayments  noted -.. - 775' 

Cancellations  and  relinqnishments  noted 38*  44S^ 

Entries,  filings,  and  selections  posted.... 14I^,WU 

Original  entries. 

Pending  June  30,1896 218,091 

Beceiyed  dnring  the  year 36, 807 

254,898 

Cancellations - 12,548 

Disposed  of  by  finiil  entry 21,174 

Sent  to  other  divisions 4, 042 

37, 762 

Balance  pending  June  30, 1897 217,136 

254, 898 

Final  entries. 

Pending  Jnne  80, 1896 12,895 

Beceived  dnring  the  year 35,229 

48,124 

Disposed  of  by  cancellation 328 

Posted  and  sent  to  other  divisions  for  action 11, 985 

Approved  for  xMitent 25,090 

37,408 

Pending  Jnne  80,  1897 10,*  721 

48,124 

Examined  and  approved  for  patent 23, 335 

Examined  and  suspended 2, 509 

Total  examined ..- 25,844 

Examined  and  aporoved  for  patent 23, 335 

Amended,  relievea  from  suspension,  and  approved  for  patent 1, 755 

Total  approved  for  patent 25,090 

Claasificatian  of  pending  final  entries. 

Homestead 4,788 

Coal  cash 13 

Commuted  homestead 611 

Soldiers'  additional  homestead _ 23 

Timber  culture 298 

Commuted  timber  culture - 5 

Desert  land _ -.  43 

Timber  and  stone _ _ _  104 

Warrant  and  scrip 214 

Private  cash - 1,582 

Graduation  cash 2,423 

Act  of  March  3, 1887 5 

Act  of  June  15, 1880  -...* 26 

Public  sale 68 

Indian  homestead _ 43 

Indian  cash 201 

Indian  allotments —  31 

Townsite 1 

Act  of  September  29, 1890 205 

^figcdllaneous 42 

.TQtjd......... -...,.................-...._, 10.731 
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Entries  and  locations^  by  classes,  received  for  record  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 

June  SO,  1897, 


Class  of  entry. 


ORiaiNAL  ENTRIES. 

Homestead 

Desert  land 

Timber  culture 

Total 

FINAL.  ENTRIES. 

Homestead 

Coal  cash ^ 

Commuted  homestead 

Soldiers' additional  homestead 

Timber  culture 

Commuted  timber  culture 

Desert  land 

Timber  and  stone 

Warrant  and  scrip 

Private  cash 

Qraduation  cash 

Act  of  March  8, 1887 

Act  of  June  16, 1880 

Public  sale 

Indian  homestead 

Indian  cash 

Indian  allotment 

Preemption  cash 

Act  of  September  29, 189() 

Townsite 

Mineral 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

RECAPITULATION. 

Original  entries 

Final  entries 

Aggregate 


Number 

Estimated 

of 

number  of 

entries. 

acres. 

35,6»a 

4,619.280 

1,387 

2[B.7» 

7 

810 

36,807 

4,8S3.8S0 

21,566 

3,019.100 

40 

4,0QD 

1,675 

217. 7S0 

31 

2,480 

5,143 

771,49) 

195 

25,3S0 

669 

102,420 

665 

78.600 

111 

11,10) 

TTO 

53.800 

198 

19,300 

67 

f,3!0 

6 

m 

768 

46,480 

35 

4.560 

363 

29,040 

1,306 

166,730 

398 

66,  (UO 

650 

110.500 

10 

1,400 

475 

14.2S0 

219 

30.090 

35,229 

4,761,160 

38,807 

4,822. 8» 

36,229 

4,761,160 

72,096 


9.584.010 


FINAL   HOMESTEADS. 

Statement  of  tlie  number  and  area  of  final  homestead  entries  made  from  the  pas- 
sage of  the  homestead  act  {May  SO,  1862)  to  June  SO,  1807, 


Fiscal  year  ending 
June  30— 


1881 
1882 
1883 

1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 


'Number.,       Acres. 


177,314 
17,174 
18,998 
21.843 
22.066 
19,356 
19,866 
22,413 
25,549 
28,080 


21,193, 
2,219, 
2,604. 
2,945, 
3,032, 
2,663, 
2,749, 
3,175, 
3.681, 
4,060, 


368.82 
427.10 
414.51 
574.73 
679.11 
531.83 
037.48 
400.64 
708.80 
582.77 


FiRcal  year  ending 
June  30— 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Total 


Number. 


27.686 
22,822 
24,204 
20,544 
20,922 
20,099 
20,116 


529,061 


Acres. 


8,964,587.77 
3,250,807.07 
3.477,281.63 
2,929.047.41 
2,980.800.80 
2.790.242.55 
2,778.4O4w80 

70,396.856.72 


INSTRUCTIONS  AND  LAWS: 


commutations  of  homestead  entries. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C*,  July  5, 1896, 

Registers  and  Receivers,  United  States  Land  OMces, 

Gentlemen:  Your  attention  is  invited  to  the  act  of  Congress,  Approved  June  3, 
1896  (Public— No.  173),  entitled"  An  act  relating  to  commutations  of  homestead 
entries,  and  to  confirm  such  entries  when  commutation  proofs  were  received  by 
local  land  officers  psoxiatnxely/'  a^  co])y  of  which  is  hereto  a^^^xod^ 
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The  first  section  of  tlie  act  provides  for  the  confirmation  of  cash  entries  based 
on  commntation  proofs  made  under  section  2301 ,  Revised  Statutes,  as  amended  by 
section  6  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat,  L.,  1  Olio),  where  at  least  six  months* 
actnal  residence  prior  to  commutation  has  been  shown  and  there  is  no  objection 
to  the  entry  except  that  fourteen  months'  compliance  with  the  homestead  law  after 
the  date  of  entry  has  not  been  shown. 

The  cases  now  pending  in  this  office,  coming  under  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
where  the  cash  certificate  has  not  been  canceled,  will  be  taken  up  for  consider- 
ation without  an  application  by  the  parties  in  interest. 

Where  the  cash  certificate  in  a  case  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
has  been  canceled,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  parties  in  interest,  if  they  desire  the 
reinstatement  of  the  same  and  the  confirmation  of  the  entry,  to  file  in  the  proi)er 
district  land  office  an  application  for  such  action.  You  will  forward  the  applica- 
tion to  this  office  for  consideration,  accompanied  by  a  full  report  as  to  the  status 
of  the  tract  of  land  embraced  in  the  entry,  the  confirmation  of  which  is  desired. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  modifies  the  provisions  of  section  2301 ,  Revised 
Statutes,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  March  8, 1891  (supra),  so  as  to  permit  the 
commutation  of  homestead  entries  upon  a  shovdng  of  lourteen  months*  compli- 
ance with  the  homestead  law  after  the  date  of  settlement,  instead  of  after  the  date 
of  entry,  as  formerly  required.  CJonstructive  residence  from  the  date  of  the  entry 
will  be  recognized  where  settlement  is  made  and  residence  established  within  six 
months  thereafter. 

The  provisions  of  said  section  2  are  not  intended  to  change  existing  special  laws 
which  permit  commutations  in  less  than  fourteen  months,  but  are  applicable  only 
in  cases  where  the  commutation  is  made  under  the  general  homestead  laws. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Best,  Acting  Commissioner, 

Approved: 

HoKB  Smith,  Secretary. 


[Public— No.  173.] 

AN  ACT  relating  to  comxnatations  of  homestead  entries,  and  to  confirm  sncli  entries  when 
commntation  proofs  were  received  by  local  land  officers  prematurely. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  that  an  error  has  heretofore  been  made  by  the 
officers  of  any  local  land  office  in  receiving  premature  commutation  proofs  under 
the  homesteaa  laws,  and  that  there  was  no  fraud  practiced  by  the  entryman  in 
making  such  proofs,  and  final  payment  has  been  made  and  a  final  certificate  of 
entry  has  been  issued  to  the  entryman,  and  that  there  are  no  adverse  claimants  to 
the  land  described  in  the  certificates  of  entry  whose  rights  originated  prior  to 
making  such  final  proofs,  and  that  no  other  reckon  why  the  title  should  not  vest 
in  the  entryman  exists  except  that  the  commutation  was  made  less  than  fourteen 
months  from  the  date  of  the  homestead  settlement,  and  that  there  was  at  least  six 
months'  actual  residence  in  good  faith  by  the  homestead  entr}rman  on  the  land 
prior  to  such  commutation,  such  certificates  of  entry  shaU  be  in  all  things  con- 
firmed to  the  entryman,  his  heirs,  and  legal  representatives  as  of  the  date  of  such 
final  certificate  of  entry  and  a  patent  issue  thereon;  and  the  title  so  patented  shall 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  grantee  or  transferee  in  good  faith  of  such  entrvman 
subsequent  to  the  date  of  such  final  certificate:  Prodded,  That  this  act  shall  not 
apply  to  commutation  and  homestead  entries  on  which  final  certificates  have  been 
i^ned,  and  which  have  heretofore  been  canceled,  when  the  lands  made  vacant  by 
such  cancellation  have  been  reentered  under  the  homestead  act. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  commutations  of  homestead  entries  shall  be  allowed  after  the 
expiration  of  fourteen  months  from  date  of  settlement. 

0BC.  8.  That  all  acta  and  parts  of  acts  in  conflict  with  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  4.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage 
and  approval. 

Approved,  June  3, 1896.     (29  Stat.  L. ,  197. ) 

6546 7 
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FOBT  THOMAS,  ABIZ.,  ABANDONED  MILITARY  RESERVATION. 

[The  wiinitwtitn  piioe  of  lands  in  abandoned  military  reflerrations  is  fixed  nnder  the  Iaw  at  fL25 
per  acre,  although  some  of  the  lands  are  appraised  at  a  lower  price.  ] 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Jvly  16,  1896, 
Begigter  and  Receiver,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Gentlemen:  The  ap|)raiser8  have  appraised  the  lands  in  Fort  Thomas  aban- 
doned military  reservation  at  from  10  cents  to  $50  -per  acre. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  approved  the  appraisal  of  the  lands  appraised 
at  or  above  $1.25  per  acre,  and  for  land  appraised  at  less  than  $1.25  per  acre  he 
has,  nnder  the  law,  fixed  the  minimnm  price  of  snch  lands  at  $1.25  per  acre. 
Therefore  no  tract  of  land  in  this  reservation  can  be  disposed  of  at  less  than  $1.25 
per  acre,  although  you  will  be  governed  by  the  appraisal  in  disposing  of  these 
lands  appraised  at  more  than  $1.25  per  acre. 

All  of  said  lands  are  subject  to  settlement  under  the  public-land  laws  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  which,  among 
other  things,  provides: 

That  persons  who  enter  under  the  homestead  law  shall  pay  for  such  lands  at  not  less  than  th« 
value  heretofore  or  hereafter  determined  by  appraisement,  nor  less  than  the  price  of  the  liod 
at  the  time  of  the  entrv,  and  such  payment  may,  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  be  made  in  flvB 
equal  Installments,  at  times  and  at  rates  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the  Becretary  of  the  Interior. 

On  April  9, 1895  (20  L.  D.,  303),  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  directed  this  office 
to  issue  instructions  under  said  act  of  August  23, 1894,  as  follows: 

That  the  homesteader  be  ffiven  the  option,  in  making  payment  upon  his  entry  of  these  lands, 
of  makinf;  his  payments  in  five  equal  payments  to  date  from  the  time  of  the  acceptance  of  his 
proof  tendered  on  his  entry,  and  that  the  rate  of  interest  uixm  deferred  payments  be  charged 
at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent  per  annum. 

In  allowing  entries  for  the  lands  in  this  reservation  you  will  in  each  case  indorse 
on  the' application  *'Fort  Thomas  Reservation,  act  August  23,  1894,*- and  make 
the  same  notation  on  your  abstract  of  homestead  entries. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law  an  entryman  has  the  right  either  to 
commute  his  entry  after  fourteen  months  from  date  of  settlement,  or  offer  final 

?roof  under  section  2291 ,  Revised  Statutes.  In  entries  under  said  act  of  August  23. 
894,  he  may,  at  his  option,  commute  after  fourteen  months  with  full  payment  in 
cash,  or,  after  submitnng  ordinary  five-year  final  proof  and  after  its  acceptance,  be 
may  pay  for  the  land  the  full  amount  of  the  appraised  value  thereof,  without  interest, 
or  he  may  make  payment  in  five  equal  installments,  the  first  payment  to  be  made 
one  year  after  the  acceptance  of  his  final  proof,  and  the  subsequent  payments  to 
be  made  annually  thereafter,  interest  to  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent  per 
annum  from  the  date  of  the  accentance  of  final  proof  until  all  payments  are  made. 

In  case  the  full  amount  is  paia  after  fourteen  months  from  date  of  settlement 
you  will,  if  the  proof  is  satisfactory,  issue  cash  certificate  and  receipt.  And  in 
the  event  that  regular  final  proof  is  made,  and  the  full  amount  then  paid,  yon 
will  issue  final  certificate  and  receipt;  but  when  partial  payments  are  made  ^e 
receiver  will  issue  a  receipt  only  for  the  amount  or  the  principal  and  interest  paid, 
reporting  the  same  in  a  special  column  of  the  abstract  of  homestead  receipts,  and 
at  the  time  last  payment  is  made  you  will  issue  the  final  pai)ers  as  in  ordinary 
homestead  entries. 

In  issuing  final  pai)ers  you  will  make  the  proper  annotations  thereon  as  well  as 
on  the  applications  and  abstracts,  as  before  directed,  to  show  that  the  entry  covers 
land  in  Fort  Thomas  Reservation. 

You  are  further  advised  that  the  same  rule  as  to  the  allowance  of  credit  for  ren> 
dence  prior  to  entry  and  for  military  service  applies  to  entries  under  said  act  of 
August  28, 1894,  as  to  other  homestead  entries. 

Where,  upon  submitting  final  proofs,  the  entrjrmen  elect  to  make  payment  for 
the  lands  entered  in  five  annuid  installments  you  are  authorized  to  make  theusnal 
charges  for  reducing  the  testimony  to  writing,  but  as  the  final  certificate  and  re- 
ceipt can  not  be  issued  until  the  last  payment  is  made  you  can  not  charge  the  final 
commissions  until  said  final  certificate  and  receipt  are  issued. 

Where  the  entrymen  submit  final  proofs  and  elect  to  pay  for  the  lands  in  install- 
ments, you  will  not  give  said  proofs  current  numbers  and  dates,  but  will,  if  tiiejr 
are  acceptable  to  you,  make  proper  notes  on  your  records  showing  that  satisfac- 
tory proof  has  been  made  and  the  dates  upon  which  the  partial  payments  must  be 
made,  and  then  transmit  said  proofs  to  this  office,  in  special  letters  and  not  in  your 
monthly  returns,  for  filing  with  the  original  entries. 
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There  are  no  guarantees  to  be  taken  in  order  to  secore  the  payment  of  the 
installments,  bat  if.  when  each  installment  is  dne,  any  entrjrman  fails  to  pay  the 
same  you  will  report  the  matter  to  this  office,  when  proper  action  will  be  taken  in 
the  case. 
Yon  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  letter. 
Very  respectfully, 

E,  F.  Best,  Acting  Commissioner. 
Approved  July  27,  ltJ96. 

Hoke  Smith,  Secretary, 


EXTENSION  OP  TIME  OF  PAYMENT  FOR    RAILROAD  LANDS    FORFEITED  UNDER  ACT 

OF  SEPTEMBER  29,  1890  (26  STAT.,  496). 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  forfeit  certain  lands  heretofore  srranted  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  and  for  other  purpoees/^approved  Sep- 
tember twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  section  three  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  to 
forfeit  certain  lands  heretofore  granted  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  September  twenty-ninth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety,  and  the  several  acts  amendatory  thereof,  be,  and  the 
same  is,  amended  so  as  to  extend  the  time  within  which  persons  entitled  to  pur- 
chase lands  forfeited  by  said  act  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  the  same,  in  the 
quantities  and  upon  the  terms  provided  in  said  section  and  the  amendments  thereto, 
at  any  time  prior  to  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine:  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  any 
adverse  claim  that  may  have  attached  to  the  lands  or  any  part  thereof. 

Approved  February  18, 1897.     (29  Stat.  L.,  535.) 


GREER  COUNTY,    OKLA. 

The  lands  in  Greer  County,  Okla.,  which  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  on  March  16, 1896,  decided  to  be  subject  to  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  (see  annual  report,  1896,  page  108),  were 
formally  opened  to  settlement  and  entry  June  24,  1897,  under  act  of 
January  18,  1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  490). 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  office  circular  of  February  25, 1897,  issued 
relative  to  and  containing  a  copy  of  said  act: 

settlement  and  entry  of  lands  in  greer  county,  okla. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  I).  C,  February  35,  1897, 
Register  and  Receiver,  Mangum,  Okla. 

Gentlemen;  Your  attention  is  called  to  the  nrovisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  entry  of  Ian  as  in  Greer  County,  Okla.,  to  give 
preference  rights  to  settlers,  and  for  otner  purposes,"  approved  January  18, 1897 
(Public — No.  15) ,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  attached. 

Section  1  provides  that  every  person  qualified  under  the  homestead  laws  of  the 
United  States  who  on  March  16, 1896,  was  a  bona  fide  occupant  of  land  within 
the  territory  established  as  Greer  County,'  Okla. ,  shall  be  entitled  to  continue  his 
occupation  of  such  land  with  improvements  thereon,  not  exceeding  160  acres,  and 
shall  be  allowed  six  months'  preference  right  from  the  passage  of  this  act  within 
which  to  initiate  his  claim  thereto. 

A  party  desiring  to  make  a  homestead  entry  under  this  section  must  present  his 
fomial  application  with  the  uauiil  affidavits,  accompanied  by  the  fee  and  commis- 
sions required  in  an  entry  of  minimum  land,  and  a  special  affidavit  showing  that 
he  was  on  March  16,  1896,  a  bona  fide  occupant  of  the  land  he  applies  to  enter. 
Title  may  be  perfected  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  date  of  entry  or 
within  two  years  thereafter  under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead  law,  or  such 
person  may  receive  credit  for  all  time  during  which  he  or  those  under  whom  he 
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claims  have  cofntintioiialy  occupied  the  land  prior  to  March  16,  1896.  Every  sach 
person  shall  also  have  the  right  for  fnx  months  prior  to  all  other  persons  to  pur- 
chase, at  $1  an  acre,  in  five  eqnal  annual  payments,  any  additional  land  of  wnidi 
he  was  in  actnal  posisession  on  March  16, 1896,  not  exceeding  160  acres,  which  prior 
to  said  date  had  been  cultivated,  imrchased,  or  improved  by  him. 

A  party  wishing  to  avail  himself  of  the  above  privilege  must  present  his  u>pli- 
cation  to  purchase  (Form  4-001 ) ,  together  with  the  prescribed  amoont  of  par(£ase 
money  for  the  land  desired,  which  need  not  be  contiguous  to  his  homestead  entry, 
together  with  evidence  showing  that  he  had  prior  to  March  16,  1896,  cultivated, 
purchased,  or  improved  the  same.  Evidence  of  cultivation  or  improvement  must 
consist  of  the  affidavit  of  the  applicant,  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of  two  or 
more  witnesses,  or,  in  case  the  claim  is  based  on  purchaise,  an  abstract  of  tiUe,  or 
other  documentary  evidence  showing  the  transfers  under  which  the  party  dahns 
as  purchaser.  No  certificate  can  be  issued  until  the  entire  amonnt  of  the  purchase 
money  shall  have  been  paid,  but  the  receiver  will  issue  his  receipt  (Form  4-140a), 
properly  modified,  for  the  amount  paid  and  deliver  a  duplicate  thereof  to  the 
purchaser. 

When  any  person  entitled  to  a  homestead  or  additional  land,  as  above  provided, 
is  the  head  of  a  family  and  though  still  living  shall  not  take  each  homestead  or 
additional  land  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  any  member  of 
such  family  over  the  affe  of  21  years,  other  than  husband  or  wife,  shall  succeed  to 
the  right  to  take  such  nomestead  or  additional  land  for  three  monti^  longer,  and 
anv  such  member  of  the  family  shall  also  have  the  right  to  take,  as  before  pro- 
vided, any  excess  of  additional  land  actually  cultivated  or  improved  prior  to 
March  16, 1896.  above  the  amount  to  which  such  head  of  the  family  is  entitled, 
not  to  exceed  160  acres  to  any  one  x>erson  thus  taking  as  a  member  of  such  family. 

Application  for  homestead  or  additional  entry  under  this  provision  must  be 
maoe  in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore  prescribed. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  any  settler  who  actually  established  residence  and  made 
improvement  prior  to  March  16, 1896,  the  entry  may  be  made  by  the  party  in 
interest,  accoromg  to  section  2291,  United  States  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2  provi&s  for  the  disposal  of  all  land  in  said  county  not  occupied,  culti- 
vated, or  improved,  as  provided  in  section  1,  or  not  included  within  the  limits  of 
any  town  site  or  reserve,  to  actual  settlers  only,  under  the  provisions  of  the  home- 
stead law. 

Any  person  applying  to  make  entry  under  this  section  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
the  preference  right  granted  by  section  1  will  be  allowed  to  make  entry,  subject 
to  any  valid  adverse  right  under  said  section  1,  on  filing  his  affidavit  tiiat  the  land 
applied  for  is  not  occupied,  cultivated,  or  improved  by  any  other  x>er8on. 

Section  8  provides  that  the  inhabitants  of  anv  town  located  in  said  county  shall 
be  entitled  to  enter  the  same  as  a  town  site  under  the  provisions  of  sections  2387, 
2888,  and  2889  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  Instructions  relative  to  entrv  of  town  siteB 
under  said  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  are  found  in  circular  of  this  office  dated 
July  9, 1886  (5  L.  D. ,  265) .  Under  the  proviso  to  this  section  of  the  law  the  corporate 
authorities  of  the  town  or  the  judge  of  the  county  court  who  shall  enter  the  town 
site  shall  accord  to  all  persons  a  preference  right  to  the  town  lots  upon  which  tbej 
have  made  or  own  improvements. 

By  section  4,  sections  numbered  10  and  36  are  reserved  for  school  purposes,  as 
provid(^d  in  laws  relating  to  Oklahoma;  and  sections  13  and  33  in  each  township 
are  reserved  for  such  purpose  as  the  legislature  of  the  future  State  of  Oklahoma 
may  prescribe.  That  whenever  any  of  the  lands  reserved  for  school  or  other  pur- 
posea  under  this  act,  or  under  the  laws  of  Congress  relating  to  Oklahoma,  shall  be 
found  to  have  been  occupied  by  actual  settlers  or  for  town -site  purposes  or  home- 
steads prior  to  March  16,  1896,  an  equal  quantity  of  indemnity  iands  may  be 
selected  as  provided  by  law. 

Under  section  5,  the  right  of  entry  to  land  within  said  county,  which  on  March 
16, 18WJ,  was  occupied  for  church,  cemetery,  school,  or  other  charitable  or  volun- 
tary purposes,  not  for  profit,  is  given  to  the  proper  authorities  in  charge  thereof. 

In  each  case  the  maximum  area  to  be  so  entered  is  2  acres.  Sections  numbered 
16  and  36,  within  each  township  within  said  county,  are  reserved  by  section  4  of 
this  law  for  school  purposes,  and  are  exempted  from  the  operations  of  this  section. 

It  will  not  be  practicable  for  you  to  locate  land  applied  for  under  this  section 
with  the  certainty  required  for  an  entry.  You  will,  then,  upon  the  presentment 
of  such  an  application,  forward  the  same  to  this  office  for  appropriate  action. 

Section  7  provides  that  all  laws  authorizing  commutations  of  homesteads  in 
Oklalioma  shall  apply  to  Greer  County.  This  makes  applicable  section  22  of  the 
act  of  May  3, 1890  (26  Stat  L.,  81) ,  where  the  commutation  of  a  homestead  entry 
for  town-site  puqioses  is  sought. 
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Instr actions  relative  to  procednre  nnder  said  section  22  of  the  said  act  are  fonnd 
in  circnlar  of  this  office,  &ted  November  30, 1804  (19  L.  D.,  348). 

Commutation  of  homestead  entries  under  section  7  of  this  act,  except  for  town- 
site  purposes,  will  be  governed  by  the  provisions  of  section  21,  act  of  May  2,  1890 
(26  Stat.  L.,  81),  which  requires  the  payment  of  $1.25  per  acre  and  proof  of  com- 
pliance with  the  homestead  law  for  not  less  than  twelve  months  from  date  of 
locating  upon  said  homestead. 

It  is  expected  that  the  above  instructions  will  be  found  sufficient  for  vour  guid- 
ance, but  should  any  case  arise  which  is  not  covered  thereby,  you  will  transmit 
the  papers  in  such  case  to  this  office  for  instructions, 
very  resx)ectfally, 

'  E.  F.  Best,  Assistant  Commissioner. 

Approved. 

David  B.  Francis,  Secretary, 


[Public— No.  15.] 

AN  ACT  to  proTide  for  the  entry  of  lands  in  Oreer  County,  Oklahoma,  to  give  preference  rights 

to  settlers,  and  for  other  parpoees. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  HoiLse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  ever^r  person  qualified  under  the  homestead 
laws  of  the  United  States,  who,  on  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  was  a  bona  fide  occupant  of  land  within  the  territory  established  as  Greer 
County,  Oklahoma,  shall  be  entitled  to  continue  his  occupation  of  such  land  with 
improvements  thereon,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  shall  be 
allowed  six  months  preference  right  from  the  passage  of  this  act  within  which  to 
initiate  his  claim  thereto,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  perfect  title  thereto  under  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  law,  upon  payment  of  land-office  fees  only,  at  the 
expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  entry,  except  that  such  x)er8on  shall 
receive  credit  for  all  time  during  which  he  or  those  under  whom  he  claims  shall  have 
continuously  occupied  the  same  prior  to  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-  six.  Every  such  person  shall  also  have  the  right,  for  six  months  prior  to  all 
other  x)ersons,  to  purchase  at  one  dollar  an  acre,  in  five  equal  annual  pajrments,  any 
additional  land  or  which  he  was  in  actual  possession  on  March  sixteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which,  prior 
to  said  date,  shall  have  been  cultivated,  purchased,  or  improved  by  him.  When 
any  person  entitled  to  a  homestead  or  hoditional  land,  as  above  provided,  is  the 
head  of  a  family,  and  though  still  living,  shall  not  take  such  homestead  or  addi- 
tional land,  within  six  months  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  any  member  of  such 
family  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  other  than  husband  or  wife,  shall  suc- 
ceed to  the  right  to  take  such  homestead  or  additional  land  for  three  months 
longer,  and  any  such  member  of  the  family  shall  also  have  the  right  to  take,  as 
before  provided,  any  excess  of  additional  land  actually  cultivated  or  improved 
prior  to  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-six,  above  the  amount  to 
which  such  head  of  the  family  is  entitled,  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  to  any  one  person  thus  taking  as  a  member  of  such  family. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  any  settler  who  actually  established  residence  and  made 
improvement  on  land  in  said  Greer  County  prior  to  March  sixteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-six,  the  entry  shall  be  treated  as  having  accrued  at  the  time 
the  residence  was  established,  and  sections  twenty-two  hundred  and  ninety-one 
and  twenty-two  hundred  and  ninety-two  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  shall  be  applica- 
ble thereto. 

Any  person  entitled  to  such  homestead  or  additional  land  shall  have  the  right 
prior  to  January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  from  the  passage  of  this 
act,  to  remove  all  crops  and  improvements  ne  may  have  on  land  not  taken  by  him. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  land  in  saia  county  not  occupied,  cultivated,  or  improved,  as 
provided  in  the  first  section  hereof,  or  not  included  within  the  limits  of  any  town 
site  or  reserve,  shall  be  subject  to  entry  to  actual  settlers  only,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  homestead  law. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  located  in  said  county  shall  be  entitled 
to  enter  the  same  as  a  town  si  to  under  the  provisions  of  sections  twenty- three 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  twenty-three  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  twenty- 
three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States:  Pro- 
videdf  That  all  persons  who  have  made  or  own  improvements  on  any  town  lots  in 
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said  oonnty  made  prior  to  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-ox, 
shall  have  the  preference  right  to  enter  said  lots  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
and  of  the  general  town-site  laws. 

Sec.  4.  Sections  nnmbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six  are  reserved  for  school  pur- 
poses as  provided  in  laws  relating  to  Oklahoma,  and  sections  thirteen  and  thirty- 
three  in  each  township  are  reserved  for  such  purpose  as  the  legislature  of  the 
future  State  of  Oklahoma  may  prescribe.  That  whenever  any  of  the  lands  reserved 
for  school  or  other  pnrposes  under  this  act,  or  under  the  laws  of  Ck>ngrees  relating 
to  Oklahoma,  shall  be  found  to  have  been  occupied  by  actual  settlers  or  for  town- 
site  pnrposes  or  homesteads  prior  to  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-six,  an  equal  quantity  of  indemnity  lands  may  be  selected  as  provided 
by  law. 

Sec.  5.  That  all  lands  which  on  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
six,  are  occupied  for  chnrch,  cemetery,  school,  or  other  charit-able  or  voluntary 
purposes,  not  for  profit,  not  exceeding  two  acres  in  each  case,  shidl  be  patented  to 
the  proper  authorities  in  charge  thereof,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  establish,  upon  payment  of  the  GK>vemment  price 
therefor,  excepting  for  school  purposes. 

Sec.  6.  That  there  shall  be  a  land  oflSoe  established  at  Mangum,  in  said  county, 
upon  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  apply  only  to  Greer  County,  Okla- 
homa, and  that  all  laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  applying  to 
said  Territory  in  said  county,  are  hereby  repealed;  and  all  laws  authorizing  com- 
mutations of  homesteads  in  Oklahoma  shall  apply  to  Greer  County. 

Sec.  8.  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  from  its  passage  and  approval. 

Approved,  January  18, 1897.     (29  Stat.  L.,  490.) 


The  above  act  was  amended  by  the  act  of  June  23,  1897,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

[Public— No.  8.] 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  entry  of  lands  in  Greer  County, 
Oklahoma,  to  give  preference  rights  to  settlers,  and  for  other  parposea,"  approved  Janoary 
eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  niuetynaeven. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  aiid  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assen^hled,  That  the  time  for  the  exercise  of  the  preference 
right  of  entry  granted  to  bona  fide  occupants  of  land  within  the  territory  estab- 
lished as  Greer  County,  Oklahoma,  by  section  one  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
provide  for  the  entry  of  lands  in  Greer  County,  Oklahoma,  to  give  preference 
rights  to  settlers,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  January  eighteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  to  January  first, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 

Approved,  June  23,  1897. 


CERTIFICATE  OP  OFFICEK  AUTHORIZED  TO  TAKE  PROOF  IN  HOMESTEAD  CASES. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  D,  C.  February  26,  1897. 

circular. 

RegistpfR  ntirf  /?riWtvr<«.  riuttni  States  Land  Offices. 

Hiim:  AtlF»iition  \n  tlUvottMl  to  act  March  3,  1877  (19  Stat.  L.,  408),  authorizing 
the  jm»nf  tp«ptiv<*'l  \\\  hoiuoMimd  oastM  to  be  made  before  the  judge  of  any  court 
of  tpoonl  U\  Him  I'^Mhtv  imuI  Stuto  or  district  and  territory  m  which  the  lands 
nrt*  wibm<^.1»  tM»»t  lo  Hmt  of  Muy  \?«.  \^\M)  {'^Q  Stat.  L.,  121),  entitled  "An  act  to 
anirtiii  BrM'H»^\  '^«ni^  pHUott  Htativ*  Kovistnl  Statutes,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Oftlop  olh'MUo  \^\  Mm  H.  ts;,\  with  iustrnctions  under  act  March  3,  1877  (19 
Stat.  L.,  Unw^  bMpUvofl  ih  mUtUUm  to  tho  judge's  certificate  that  the  clerk  of  court 
shall  o^trtifv  \\\\\\^\'  h(«  \\\\\\^  ik\\\\  thonotU  of  his  office  that  the  said  judge  was  duly 
commlMiotitHt  m\\\  «(MfOU\«Hlt  I'to  .  nuch  iH^rtificato  of  the  clerk  to  be  indorsed  upon 
or  anueJLcKi  to  {\\^  \>^\\kA'u  MU^t  twvxw  m  )mrt  thereof. 
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It  has  been  cotuideTed  to  work  great  hardship  in  some  districts  to  reqtiire  such 
certificate  in  every  case;  in  consideration  thereof  I  have  decided  to  modify  said 
circular  to  admit  of  the  filing  in  this  office  by  such  county  or  district  judge  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  magistracy  showing  time  or  period  for  which  he  is  elected  or  ^nali^ 
fied,  with  evidence  as  to  the  genuineness  of  his  signature.  Where  such  judge 
uses  a  seal,  no  other  evidence  of  official  character  need  be  required* 

When  the  indicated  evidence  is  received  in  your  office,  you  will  make  a  note  of 
it  for  further  reference  and  then  forward  the  same  to  this  office.    A  record  thereof 
will  be  kept  here  for  convenient  reference. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  F.  Best,  Acting  Commissioner. 


soldier's  additional  homestead  entrt—william  e.  moses. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D,  C,  April  S8,  1897, 
Register  and  Receiver,  Pueblo,  Colo, 

Gentlemen:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  March  18,  1897,  transmitting  for 
examination,  under  the  instructions  contained  in  circular  of  February  18, 1890, 
the  application  of  William  £.  Moses,  as  assignee  of  James  A.  Payne,  to  inake  a 
soldier's  additional  entry  for  the  NE.  i  SW.  i  and  NW.  i  SE.  i,  sec.  5,  T.  17  S., 
R.  68W. 

The  records  of  this  office,  so  far  as  the  returns  are  posted,  show  said  tract  to  be 
vacant  public  land  subject  to  homestead  entry,  and  that  James  W.  Payne  is  enti- 
tled to  make  a  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  for  79.70  acres.  It  does  not 
appear  that  said  Payne  has  ever  made  and  perfected  a  soldier*s  additional  entry, 
one  formerly  made  by  him  having  been  canceled  because  of  a  prior  adverse  claim, 
nor  that  a  certificate  of  right  to  make  such  an  entry  has  ever  been  issued  by  this 
office  in  his  name. 

Accompanying  the  application  of  Moses  is  an  assignment  to  him  by  Payne  of 
his  right  to  make  a  soloier's  entry  and  an  affidavit  by  Moses,  in  which  he  alleges 
that  he  is  the  present  owner  of  said  right. 

The  act  of  August  18, 1894  ^28  Stat.  L. ,  897),  provides  for  the  issuance  of  patent 
to  the  assignee  of  a  soldier  where  the  entry  is  made  by  means  of  a  certificate  of 
ri^ht  issued  by  this  office,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  specific  provision  of  law  per- 
mitting a  soldier's  additional  homestead  entry  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  sol- 
dier's assignee  where  no  certificate  of  right  has  been  issued  by  this  office. 

In  the  case  of  Webster  v.  Luther  et  al.  ( 103  U.  S. ,  331 ) ,  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  recognized  the  legality  of  the  assignment  of  the  ri^ht  to  make  a  soldier's 
additional  homestead  entry,  conferred  by  section  2306,  Revised  Statutes. 

It  would  therefore  appear  that  the  right  of  the  soldier  to  assign  his  claim  to  an 
additional  entry  carries  with  it  the  right  of  the  assignee  to  make  an  entry  in  his 
own  name  in  satisfaction  of  the  assigned  right. 

The  application  of  Moses  is  herewith  returned,  and  you  will,  upon  payment  of 
the  required  fee  and  commissions,  allow  said  application  to  go  of  record  in  the 
name  of  William  E.  Moses,  assignee  of  James  A,  Fiiyne,  and  issue  the  final  certifi- 
cate and  receipt. 

Serve  notice  and  make  report  in  accordance  with  circular  of  October  28, 1886 
(5L.  D.,204). 

Very  re6X>ectf  ully, 

E.  F.  Best,  Assistant  Commissioner, 


extension  of  time  to  settlers  on  ceded  indian  lands  within  which  to 

make  payments  provided  bt  law. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington,  D,  C,  May  6, 1897, 

Registers  and  Receivers,  United  Statx  "  Land  Offices, 

Gentlemen:  Your  attention  is  called  to  a  provision  contained  in  the  act  of  June 
10, 1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  821) ,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for  current  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department  and  rulnlling  treaty  stipulationB 
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with  Tsrioos  Indian  tribes  for  the  fiacal  year  ending  Jnne  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  mnetT-fleren,  and  for  other  puipueea,"  which  is  as  foUows: 

That  the  homestead  settlers  on  all  ceded  Indiaa  reeerrmtkms  be^  and  they  aa«  hereby,  granted 
aa  cxtennon  cl  one  year  in  vhkh  to  make  paymenta  as  now  pronded  by  law. 


SeenigeSIS. 

Unoier  said  proTision  one  year's  extension  of  time  for  making  the  rayments  for 
all  ceded  Indian  hmds  now  required  by  law  is  granted  to  all  parties  whose  claims 
to  snch  lands  were  initiated  by  settlement  or  otherwise  and  pending  at  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  the  act.  Snch  extension  should  be  computed  from  the  dates  on 
which  snch  payments  were  dne  nnder  prior  legislation. 

Yon  wOl  therefore  make  application  of  said  proTision  of  law  in  all  cases  in  your 
resDective  districts  which  come  within  its  scope  and  inform  all  i>arties  applying  to 
ma1<e  proof  and  payment  for  snch  lands  of  the  provisions  of  said  act  prior  to  acting 
on  their  applications. 

Very  respectfnUy,  Binobb  Hebmann,  Commissioner, 


An  additional  extension  of  one  year  has  been  granted  to  settlers, 
deBcribed  in  the  preceding  circular,  by  the  act  of  June  7,  1897,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

[Public— No.  3.] 

AK  ACT  maWng  Mmropriationn  for  the  cnrrent  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment and  for  famllins  treaty  stipnlations  with  variooB  Indian  tnbes  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  80, 1896,  and  for  other  pnrpoees. 

Be  it  eiiacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled, 

*  *  *  «  «  «  « 

That  the  settlers  who  purchased  with  the  condition  annexed  of  actual  settle- 
ment on  all  ceded  Indian  reservations  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  granted  an  exten- 
sion of  one  year,  in  addition  to  the  extensions  heretofore  granted,  in  which  to 
make  pa3rm6nts  as  now  provided  by  law. 

Approved  June  7, 1897. 


CHIPPEWA    CEDED    LANDS,   MINNESOTA. 

As  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  this  Office  for  the  year  which  ended 
June  30, 1806  (see  pp.  88,  99-102),  the  examination  of  the  Chippewa 
coded  lands  on  the  Red  Lake  Reservation,  Minn.,  had  been  completed 
so  far  as  to  permit  the  opening  of  about  1,040,000  acres  of  agricultural 
land  to  settlement  and  entry,  and  the  offering  for  sale  of  115,342.78 
acres  of  pine  lands. 

The  work  of  examination,  which  had  been  discontinued  in  Novem- 
ber, 181)5,  because  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation,  was  resumed 
on  July  1,  1800,  on  the  Red  Lake  Reservation.  Charges  having  been 
made  that  the  examination  had  not  been  properly  performed,  a  special 
agent  was  dot>ailed  by  the  Department  to  make  an  investigation  in 
regard  thereto,  and  as  the  result  of  his  report  the  work  was  again  sus- 
pended in  November,  1896.  All  entries  which  had  been  made  for 
pine  lands  remaining  unpatented  were  suspended,  and  the  further 
sale  of  pine  lands  was  suspended  by  oi'der  of  January  4,  1807. 

The  suspended  entries  were  subsequently  relieved  from  suspension 
by  departmental  decisions  of  March  15, 1897  (unreported),  and  June 
15, 1807  (not  yet  published),  but  the  order  prohibiting  further  sales  of 
the  pine  lands  until  farther  orders  was  reaffirmed. 

The  area  of  the  pine  lands  which  have  been  offered  for  sale  but 
remain  unsold  is  60,857.39  acres.    The  question  as  to  the  reexamina- 
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tlon  of  said  lands,  and  also  of  certain  tracts  of  lands  heretofore  re- 
ported as  agricultural,  as  well  as  the  lands  examined  between  July 
and  November,  1896,  which  latter  have  not  been  opened  to  entry  or 
offered  for  sale,  is  now  under  consideration. 

In  the  fall  of  1896  examinations  were  ordered  to  be  begun  on  the 
Leech  Lake  and  Winnebagoshish  reservations,  in  view  of  repoi-ts  that 
there  were  quantities  of  fallen  and  burned  timber  on  said  reservations 
which  was  rapidly  deteriorating  in  value.  Owing  to  the  suspension 
of  work,  heretofore  mentioned,  the  examinations  were  not  begun  on 
these  reservations  until  February,  1897,  and  they  were  discontinued 
April  30, 1897,  because  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation  avail- 
able for  that  work. 

As  the  Indian  appropriation  act  approved  June  7, 1897  (Public — No. 
3),  makes  specific  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  dead  and  down 
timber  on  the  ceded  lands  of  the  Chippewa  reservations,  without  the 
necessity  for  their  examination  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
January  14,  1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  642),  the  necessity  for  ordering  exam- 
inations under  the  latter  act  solely  because  of  the  necessity  for  an 
early  disposal  of  the  damaged  timber  is  obviated.  The  provision 
made  for  the  disposal  of  the  dead  and  down  timber  on  the  reserva- 
tions is  as  follows: 

*  *  *  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may,  in  his  discretion,  from  year  to 
year,  nnder  snch  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  authorize  the  Indians  residing 
on  any  Indian  reservation  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  whether  the  same  has  been 
allotted  in  severalty  or  is  still  unallotted,  to  fell,  cnt,  remove,  sell,  or  otherwise 
disx>ose  of  the  dead  timher,  standing  or  fallen,  on  such  reservation  or  any  part 
thereof,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  sncn  Indians;  and  he  may  also  in  like  manner 
authorize  the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota  who  have  any  interest  or  right  in 
the  proceeds  derived  from  the  sales  of  ceded  Indian  lands  or  the  timber  growing 
thereon,  whereof  the  fee  is  still  in  the  United  States,  to  fell,  cut,  remove,  sell,  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  the  dead  timber,  standing  or  fallen,  on  such  ceded  land. 
But  whenever  thei-e  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  dead  timber  in  either  case  has 
been  killed,  burned,  girdled,  or  otherwise  injured  for  the  purpose  of  securing  its 
sale  under  this  act,  then  in  that  case  such  authority  shall  not  be  g^'&iited.    *    *    * 

The  said  Indian  appropriation  act  also  contains  a  proviso  which  will 
affect  the  disposal  of  such  of  the  Chippewa  ceded  lands  as  are  liable 
to  overflow  because  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  dams  and 
reservoirs  in  aid  of  navigation.     Said  proviso  is  as  follows: 

*  *  *  For  completing  the  necessary  surveys  within  the  Chippewa  Indian 
Reservation  in  Minnesota,  including  expenses  of  examining  and  apiaraising  pine 
lands,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  January  fourteenth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine,  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  United  States  out  of  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  their  lands,  fifty  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  all  lands  acquired  and 
sold  by  the  United  States  under  the  "Act  for  the  relief  and  civilization  of  the 
Chippewa  Indians  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,"  approved  January  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  shall  be  subject  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  construct  and  maintain  dams  for  the  purpose  of  creating  reservoirs  in 
aid  of  nayigatiou,  and  no  claim  or  right  of  compensation  shall  accrue  from  the 
overflowing  of  said  lands  on  account  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  such 
dams  or  reservoirs.  And  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  furnish  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  a  list  of  such  lands,  with  the  particular  tracts  appropri- 
ately described,  and  in  the  disi)08al  of  each  and  every  one  of  said  tracts,  whetner 
by  sale,  by  allotment  in  severalty  to  individual  Indians  or  otherwise  under  said 
act,  the  provisions  of  this  i)aragraph  shall  enter  into  and  form  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract of  purchase  or  transfer  of  title.    »    »    * 

No  examinations  have  been  made  on  any  of  the  other  Chippewa 
reservations,  which  are  subject  to  disposal  under  the  said  act  of  Jan- 
uary 14,  1889,  except  on  the  ceded  portion  of  the  White  Earth  Reser- 
vation, and  the  disposal  of  the  latter  is  held  in  abeyance  awaiting  a 
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determination  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  the  swamp 
and  overflowed  lands  under  the  grant  to  the  State. 

In  view  of  the  i)endency  of  questions  relating  to  the  reexamination 
of  some  of  the  lands  and  examinations  of  the  lands  not  yet  examined, 
and  the  possibility  of  legislation  affecting  future  disposals,  no  definite 
information  can  be  given  as  to  when  any  more  of  said  lands  will  be 
disposed  of. 

ABANDONED  MILITART  RESERVATIONS. 


Under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884  (23  Stat.  L.,  103),  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  abandoned  military  reservations  or  portions  thereof  on  the 
public  domain,  certain  lands  have  at  various  times  been  relinquished 
by  the  War  Department  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Interior 
Department  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  said  act,  or  as  provided 
for  in  acts  of  Congress  subsequent  thereto. 

By  the  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  special  provision  was 
made  for  the  disposal  of  abandoned  military  reservations  theretofore 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  disposition 
under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  the  disposal  of  which  had  not  b^n  pro- 
vided for  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Congress,  where  the  area  exceeds  five 
thousand  acres;  and  by  the  act  of  February  15, 1895  (28  Stat.L.,  664), 
the  provisions  of  said  act  of  August  23,  1894,  were  extended  to  all 
abandoned  military  reservations  which  were  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  any  law  in  force  prior  to  July 
5,  1884. 

Lists  of  the  abandoned  military  xeservations  which  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Interior  Department  under  the  provisions  of  said  act  of 
July  5,  1884,  are  herewith  presented. 

Statement  A  shows  the  date  of  relinquishment,  area,  improvements, 
if  any,  and  value,  if  appraised. 

Statement  B  shows  the  facts  relative  to  location,  survey,  appraisal, 
and  sale,  or  status  of  each  reservation  on  June  30,  1897,  and  date  of 
any  special  act  governing  the  manner  of  disposal  of  same;  also  the 
status  of  reservations  relinquished  under  special  acts  where  further 
action  is  required  for  their  disposal. 

Statement  A. 

List  of  militarv  reservationa  or  parts  thereof  relin^ished  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  the  Interior  Department  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  J^dy  6,  1884  (««?  Stat,  L.,  105),  (For  list  of  existing  military  reserva- 
tions see  pp.  197-206, ) 


Name. 


Alabama:  ^,    ,    ^„ 

Petit  BoIh  Blano  Island  (partly  in  Mis- 
ftiwlppi). 

Arliona: 

Oampnowl« 

Camp  rrlttondon 

Camp  (4«Hxl win 

Camp  (Irant — 

Camp  MoDowoll 


Portlx>woll 

PortThoman    

Port  Vardo  i irnrtlon  tiwt ) 

Port  Verdo  {\H'm\\    

Whipple  llarrack«  i  timber  rosorve) . . . 
▲rkaniias: 

Little  Rook  BarrackH 

Block M( Hot  Bprluca  military  reserve) 


Dateofrelln- 
qoishment. 


Oct.  25, 1885 


Nov.  5, 1894 
July  23, 1884 

do 

do 

Feb.  14,1891 


Feb.  84, 1891 
Nov.  22, 1892 

do 

Oct.  2,  1890 
July  22. 1884 

Oct.  8,  1890 
Aug.  15, 1890 

oBatlmated. 


Area. 


AcrtM. 
1,000.84 


a  23, 040. 00 

3.313.46 

3,576.74 

2,010.78 

25,628.00 

a51.631.36 

11.042.09 

2.995.82 

10,089.80 

720.00 

86.01 
6.76 


Improvements  transferred. 


None. 


Do. 

Do. 

Dol 

Do. 
30  buildings  and  other  im- 
provements. 
34building8. 
None. 

Do. 
23  buildings. 
None. 

32  buildings,  fences,  eto. 
None. 
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List  of  military  rettervationa  or  parts  thereof  relinquijthedy  etc. — Oon tinned. 


Name. 


California: 
CampCady 


Camp  Independence  (post  reserre)... 

Camp  Independence  (nay  reserve) . . . 

Camp  Independence  (wood  reserve ).. 

PortBidwell  (part) 

Fort  Bidwell  (remainder) 

Port  Tuma 

Colorado: 

Camp  on  White  River 

Cantonment  on  Uncompahgre  (part 
of). 

Fort  Oawf  ord  (formerly  cantonment 
on  UncompahGn*e). 

Fort  Lewis  (part) 

Fort  Lyon  (old) 

Fort  Lyon  (new) 

Paffosa  Springs  (formerly  old  Fort 
Lemris). 

Pikes  Peak  Signal  Station 

Fort  Sedgwick  (partly  in  Nebraska).. 
Florida: 

Dragoon  Barracks,  L.  H 

Fort  Clinch  (portion) 

Fort  St.  Marks..  

Old  Powder  House  Lot 

Idaho: 

Camp  Three  Forks,  Owyhee 

Fort  CkBur  d' Alene  (winter  pastarage ) 
Indian  Territory : 

Fort  Gibson 

Kansas: 

Fort  Dodge  (remainder) 


DateofrelJn 
quishment. 


Jnly22,1884 

do 

do 

do 

Feb.  13,  1885 
Oct.  2,  1890 
do 


.do 
.do 


Fort  Hays 
Fort  Wa 


Lonisiana: 

Baton  Ronge  Barracks 

Fort  Macomb  (portion  of),  formerly 

Fort  Wood. 
Ten  reservations  on  the  Gnlf  Coast, 
as  follows— 
Reservation    near    the    eastern 

month  of  Bayoa  Lafourche. 
Reservation    near    the    western 
mouth  of  Bayou  Lafonrche. 

Reservation  on  Bavou  Plat 

Reservation  near  the  western  en- 
trance to  Oiminada  Bay. 
Reservation  near  the  Pa.ss,  at  the 
eastern  end  of  Qrand  Terre 
Island. 
Reservation  near  the  mouth  of 
Quatre  Bayou  Pass. 

Reservation  at  Bastian  Bay 

Reservation  near    Bastian   Bay, 
comprising  part  of  sees.  22,  2!^ 
and  26  and  all  of  sees.  27  and  35, 
T.  2ia,R.28E. 
Reservation  near  Bastian   Bay, 
comprising  ixirt  of  seca  4  and  5 
and  all  of  sees.  6, 7,  and  8,  T.  22  S. , 
R.29E. 
Reservation   near  Bastian   Bay, 
comprising  part  of  sees.  14  and  i5 
and  all  of  sees.  22.  23,  and  24,  T.  21 
S.,  R.  27  E. 
Maine: 

Fort  Sullivan 

Michigan: 

Bois  Blanc  Island 

Fort  Brady 

Fort  Wilkins 

Mississippi: 

Cat  Island 

Greenwood  Island 

Horn  Island 

Petit  Bois  Blanc  Mand  (partly 

Alabama). 
Round  Island 


m 


Dec.  22,1800 

Feb.  12,1895 
July  22, 1884 
Nov.  K,  1889 
July  22, 1884 

Jan.  12.1889 
July  22. 1884 

Nov.  18, 1886 
Mar.  3,1807 
Sept.21,1892 
Mar.  18, 1886 

July  22, 1884 
Apr.  27, 1886 

Feb.  17, 1891 

Jan.  12,1686 

Oct.  22,1889 
July  22, 1884 


Area. 


Acres. 
al,562.00 

120.20 
2,530.18 
2,560.00 

123.22 

o3,078.19 

6,265.66 

40,960.00 
2,7U7.22 

6,496.08 

a24,960.00 

38,000.00 

5,918.90 

2,240.00 

8,192.00 
40,960.00 

L15 

Unknown. 

50.00 

10.29 

a4,800.00 
640.00 

a  5,634. 10 

14,661.00 

7,600.00 
8.926.00 


Sept.  6,1884  44.17 

June  20, 1896  Unknown 


Sept.  23,1886 
do 


.do 
.do 

.do 


S:>pt.23,1896 


.do 
-do 


do, 


.do 


July  22, 1884 


do 

Nov.  28, 1894 
do 


Oct.  25,1895 
Dec.  18, 1890 
Oct.  25,1896 
do 


do 


a720.00 

a  700. 00 

100,00 
437.93 

324.00 

347.46 

392.46 
1,217.35 


1,601.82 


339,77 


12.50 

9,729.18 

3.50 

148.35 

1,238.00 

100.00 

1,801.66 

1,000.84 

109.70 


Improvements  transferred. 


12  structures,  quarters,  etc.,- 

were  reported  in  1870. 
None. 

Do. 

Do. 
6  structures. 
None. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

33  buildings,  sold  June  6, 1804 

None. 
Do. 
46  buildings. 
None. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Unknown. 

41  structures  in  all,  sold  to 

State. 
40  structures  in  all;  1  bridge. 
Barracks,  quarters,  etc.,  for 

1  comi)any. 

Unknown. 
None. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
17  structures. 

None. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


a  Estimated. 
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List  of  military  reservations  or  parts  thereof  relinquished,  elc —Contizmed. 


Name. 


Missouri: 

Island  in  MLssonrl  Biver,  in  sees.  28 
and  88,  T.  60  N.,  B.  88  W.,  5th  P.  M. 
Montana: 

Fort  Assinniboine  (portion) 

Fort  Buford.    (8e«  North  Dakota.) 

Fort  Ellis 

Fort  Msginnis 

Nebraska: 

CampBheridan 

FortHartsnir 

Fort  McPherson 

Fort  Niobrara  (portion  of) 

Fort  Bandall.    (See  Soath  Dakota.) 

Fort  Robinson  (jwrtlon) 

Fort  Sodgwick.    (See  Colorado.) 

Fort  Sidney  (poet,  wood,  and  timber 
reserves). 
Nevada: 

Carlin 

Fort  Halleck  (post,  hay,  and  timber 
reserves). 

Fort  McDermit  (post  reserve) 


Fort  McDermit  (hay  reserve),  partly 
in  Oregon. 
New  Mexico: 

Fort  Butler 

Fort  Craig 

Fort  Cimimings 


FortMcBae 

Fort  Marcy 

FortSelden 

Port  Stanton 

North  Dakota: 

Fort  Abraham  Lincoln 

Fort  Bnford  (portion) 

Fort  Buford  (remainder),  partly  in 
Montana. 

Fort  Pembina 

Fort  Rice 

Fort  Stevenson 

Oklahoma: 

Council  Grove 

Port  Supply 

Oklahoma  Station 

Oregon: 

Fort  Klamath  (post  reserve) 

Fort  Klamath  (hay  reserve) 

Fort  McDermit.    {See  Nevada.) 
South  Dakota: 

Fort  Randall  (part  east  of  Missouri 
Biver). 

Fort  Randall  (part  west  of  Missouri 
River),  partly  in  Nebraska. 

Fort  Sisseton  (formerly  Fort  Wads- 
worth). 

Fort  Sully 

7exas: 

"Block  108"  (located  in  the  city  of 
Houston). 

Fort  Elliott 

Fort  Hancock 

Utah: 

Fort  Cameron 

Fort    Oittenden     (formerly    Camp 
Floyd). 

Port  Thomburg 

Rush  Lake  Valley 

Washington: 

PortColviUe 


Date  of  relin- 
quishment 


July  22, 1884 

Oct.   ^,1801 

July  28, 1886 
Aug.  6,1890 

July  22, 1884 

do 

Jan.    6,1887 
May   7,1886 

Sept.19,1886 

Nov.  5,1884 

Mar.  2,1888 
Oct.  11,1886 

July  17, 1888 

Dec.    1,1886 


July  22, 1884 
Mar.  8,1885 
Oct.    7,18»1 

July  22, 1884 
June  15, 1885 
Mar.  17, 1892 
Dec.  ao,  1806 

Sept.10,1891 
July  20, 1801 
Oct.  25,1805 

Nov.  27, 1806 
July  22, 1884 
Feb.   2,1885 

Jan.  14,1885 
Nov.  5,1894 
Sept.28,1892 

May  4,1886 
do 


Point  Roberts - 

Bteilaooom 

Sucia  Island 

Four  reservations  on  Puget  Sound, 
as  follows^ 
Reservation  on  west  side  of  Nar- 
rows of  Puget  Sound,  at  south 
ode  of  entrance  to  Qig  Harbor, 
Mo.8,T.21N.,a2£. 


July  22, 1884 

Oct.  28, 1893 

Apr.  23, 1880 

Nov.  5, 1804 

Jan.  16, 1891 

Oct.    2,1890 
Oct.  25, 1805 

July  2,1885 
July  22, 1884 


do 
do 


Feb.  26, 1887 


June28,1889 
July  22, 18m 
Dec  12, 1806 


Oct.  18, 1894 


Acres. 
64.70 


a400,ia0.00 

83,234.06 
80,900.40 

18.225.00 

3,251.41 

19.600.00 

720.00 

Unknown. 

3,835.35 

020.00 
10,820.72 

3,921.38 

4,670.17 


a  11,520.00 
24.805.00 
23,160.66 

2,560.00 

017.77 

9.290.30 

10,240.00 

13,027.69 
a3,640.00 
668,720.00 

1.809.08 

112,382.87 

048,000.00 

6,760.00 

39,356.63 

IGO.OO 

1,200.00 
2.136.68 


24,602.21 
100,317.83 

70,400.00 

028.800.00 

1.35 

2.660.00 
460.20 

23.830.74 
173,664. 68 

021.851.00 
6.131.47 

1.070.00 


2.170.50 

288.00 

Unknown. 


562.10 


Improvements  transferred. 


None. 


Do. 

24  structures  in  alL 
48  buildings. 

None. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

63  buildings. 

None. 

20  structures  in  aU. 

Last  report  (1879)  shows  SB 

structures  in  all. 
None. 

Do. 
23  structures  in  aU;  sold. 
1  old  fort,  2  sets  quarters, 

condition  ruinous. 
None. 
Unknown. 
17  buildings. 
None. 

41  buildings. 

05  buildings. 

a6buildingH. 
None. 

6  buildings. 

None. 

92  buildings. 

None. 

25  structures  in  aU. 
None. 


Do. 
50  buildings;  sold  Oct.  13.  ISBSl 

8  brick.  6  stone,  5  frame,  and 
3  log  buildings. 

61  bmldings. 

None. 

38  buildings;  value,  $33,390. 
38  buildings. 

None. 
Do. 

9  structures  in  all. 
None. 

Quarters  for  6  officers  and  4 
companies:  1  hospital  and 
2  storehouses. 

None. 
Do. 

Unknown. 


Da 


o  Estimated. 
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List  of  military  reservations  or  parts  thereof  relinquished^  etc. — Continned. 


Name. 

Date  of  relin- 
quishment. 

Area. 

Improvements  transferred. 

Washington— Continned : 

Paget  Sound— Continued: 

Keservation  on  west  side  of  Nar- 

Acres. 

Oct.  16,1804 

637.40 

Unknown. 

rows  of  Pnget  Sound,  sees.  31 
and28,  T.  2ra.,  R.2E. 

Reservation  on  west  side  of  Nar- 

 do 

635.00 

Do. 

rows  of  Puijret  Sound,  south  of 

Point  Evans,  in  sec8  31,  .^,  and 

33,  T.  21  N.,  R.  2  E.,  and  sees.  5 

and  6,  T.  20  N.,  R.  2  E. 

Reservation  on  north  side  of  Q\a 
Harbor,  at  Narrows  of  Pugei 
Sound,  in  sees.  4,  5,  and  8,  T.  21 

do 

638.83 

Do. 

N.,  R.  2E.,  and  sec.  32,  T.  22  N., 

R.2E. 

WyomiuR: 

Fort  IJridfirer  (remainder) 

Oct.    2, 1800 

10,941.06 

51  structures. 

Port  Bridjcer  (coal  reserve) 

July  23, 1884 

99.17 

None. 

Fort  Fetterman  (hayreserve) 

do 

2,620.91 

Do. 

Fort  Fetterman  (post  reserve) 

do 

36.485.65 

A  double  set  officers*  quar- 
ters, with  outhouses, 
stables,  etc. 

Fort  Fetterman  (new  wood  reserve) . . 

July  22, 1894 

1,202.76 

None. 

Fort  Fetterman  (old  wood  reserve)... 

July  22,1884 

4,685.30 

Do. 

Port  Fred  Steele  (poet  reserve) 

Aug.  9,1886 

22,269.62 

42  structures  in  all;  sold. 

Fort  Fred  Steele  (wood  reserve ) 

do 

61,283.64 

None. 

Fort  McElnney  (portion) 

Port  McKinney  (remainder) 

Jan.  10,1889 

680.30 

Do. 

Nov.  6,1894 

25,600.00 

60  buildings. 

Ik^pnt  McKiiiupy -    -      

Dec.    5,1894 

640.00 

None. 

May  28, 1890 

88,415.00 

1  set  quarters,  2  wagon 
bridges,  1  footbridge,  flag- 
staflf;    condition    service- 

• 

able. 

pnrt  ^nder>i , ... 

Sept.  6,1884 

19.428.08 

None. 

a  Estimated. 


b  Area  of  part  surveyed. 


There  has  been  bnt  one  reservation,  or  part  thereof,  relinquished  by  the  War 
Department  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  under  any  act  subsequent  to  the 
act  of  July  5,  1884,  viz: 


Name. 

Date  of  relin- 
quishment. 

Area. 

Improvements  transferred. 

Fort  Douglas,  Utah  (portion) 

Apr.  17, 1885 

Acres. 
151.81 

None. 

Said  portion  of  this  reservation  was  relincmished  under  the  act  of  January  21, 
1885  (23  Stat.  L.,  284),  which  allowed  Charles  Popper  ninety  days  in  whicn  to 
make  entry  of  the  tract  relinquished.  Popper  made  entry  for  the  tract  June  17, 
1885,  which  entry  was  patented  January  20, 1886. 

The  tract  referred  to  is  described  as  the  NW.  i  of  the  SE.  i,  and  the  NE.  i  of  the 
SW.  i,  and  the  N W.  fractional  i  of  the  SW.  fractional  h  and  the  N.  i  of  the  SE.  i 
of  the  SW.  fractional  i,  and  the  N.  fractional  i  of  the  SW.  fractional  i  of  the  SW. 
fractional  i  of  sec.  33,  T.  1  N.,  R.  1  E.  of  the  Salt  Lake  meridian. 

List  of  reservations  in  Florida,  or  parts  tJiereof,  relinquished  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  the  Interior  Department  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  13 ^  1856 
{11  Stat,  L,,  87). 


Name. 


Cayo  Costa  Island  (portion) 

Fort  Brooke 

Fort  Jupiter 

PiAlmetto  Key 

St  Augustine  (hospital  lot) 

St.  Augustine  (blacksmith-shop  lot) 

Unnamed  island  east  of  C^ayo  Costa  Island . 


Date  of  relin- 
quishment. 


May  18, 1878 
Jan.  4,1883 
Mar.  16, 1880 
May  18, 1878 
Oct.  15,1883 

do 

May  18,1878 


Area. 


Acres. 
063.28 
148.11 
9,088.38 
84.42 
0.1619 
0.12786 
112.66 


Improvements  transferred. 


None. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Statemsnt  B. 

Status  of  each  of  the  reservations  named  in  tStatement  Ay  and  status  of  reserva- 
tions relinquished  under  special  acts,  where  further  action  is  required  for  their 
disposal. 

ALABAMA. 

Petit  Bois  Blanc  Island.    (See  Mississippi. ) 

ABIZONA. 

Camp  Bowie,  situated  in  Cochise  Gonnty,  Ts.  14  and  15  S.,  Bs.  29  and  30  E.,  Gila 
and  Salt  River  meridian.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  March  30,  1870; 
enlarged  by  Executive  order  of  November  27, 1877.  Relinquished  Novembo'  5^ 
1894,  without  improvements.    Not  surveyed. 

Camp  Crittenden,  situated  in  Pima  County,  in  T.  20  S.,  B.  16  E.  Established 
by  Executive  order  of  August  20,  1867.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884,  vnth  two 
buildings,  one  valued  at  $150;  value  of  the  other  not  known.  Surveyed.  Area, 
3,313.46  acres.  Appraised.  Offered  for  sale  December  7, 1896,  and  entire  reser- 
vation sold. 

Camp  Goodwin,  situated  in  Graham  County,  in  Ts.  4  and  5  S.,  Rs.  22  and  23  E. 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  20, 1867.  Relinquished  July  22,  18^ 
without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  3,575.74  acres.  Appraised.  Offered 
for  sale  October  27, 1896,  and  54.41  acres  sold.    Remainder  subject  to  reoffering. 

Camp  McLknjcell,  situated  in  Maricopa  County,  Ts.  3, 4.  and  5  N.,  Rs.  6  and  7  E. 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  April  12, 1887.  Relinquished  FelDruary  14. 1891. 
On  September  16, 1890,  the  War  Department  reported  that  there  were  30  buildings 
and  other  improvements  on  the  reservation.  Not  surveyed.  Su}>ject  to  disposal 
under  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L. ,  491 ) .  Buildings  offered  for  sale  Septem- 
ber 22, 1896,  and  12  sold.    Unsold  buildings  subject  to  private  sale. 

Fort  Lowell,  situated  in  Pima  County,  in  T8.13  and  14  S.,  Rs.  14, 15,  and  16  E. 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  October  26, 1875.  Enlarged  May  15, 1886,  to 
embrace  sees.  9  and  10  and  those  portions  of  sees.  15  and  16,  T.  13  S.,  R.  15  £.,  not 
heretofore  reserved.  Relinquished  February  24, 1891.  Partly  surveyed.  Subject 
to  disposal  under  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  atat.  L. ,  491 ) .  Appraised.  Buildhigs 
and  two  subdivisions  (80  acres)  sold  November  18, 1896. 

Fort  Thomas,  situated  in  Graham  County,  in  Ts.  4  and  5  S.,  Rs.  22  and  23  £ 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  May  18, 1877.  Relinauished  November  22, 1893, 
for  disposal  under  act  of  July  5, 1884,  **  or  as  may  be  otherwise  provided  by  law." 
Surveyed.  Area,  1 1 ,042. 09  acres.  Subject  to  disposal  under  act  of  August  23, 1894 
(28  Stat.  L. .  491 ) .    Appraised. 

Fort  Verde  (garden  tract),  situated  in  Yavapai  County,  in  T.  14  N.,  R.  5  E 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  October  24, 1871.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884, 
without  improvements.    Surveyed.    Area,  2,995.82  acres.    Appraised. 

Fort  Verde  (post) ,  situated  in  Yavapai  County,  in  Ts.  13  and  14  N.,  Rs.  4, 5,  and 
6  E.  Established  by  Executive  orders  of  March  30, 1870,  and  August  17, 1876. 
Relinquished  October  2, 1890.  Surveyed.  Area,  10.029.80  acres.  The  local  offi- 
cers were  instructed  November  3, 1893,  to  allow  homestead  entries,  under  the  act 
of  July  5, 1884,  on  the  post  reserve  and  garden  tract.  Subject  to  disposal  xmder 
the  act  of  August  23,  1894  (28.Stat.  L.,  491).    Appraised. 

Old  Camp  Grant,  situated  in  Pinal  County,  in  Ts.  6  and  7  S.,  R.  16  E.  Estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  of  March  30,1870.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884,  without 
improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  2,010.72  acres,  of  which  415.98  acres  have  been 
entered  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884.  Appraised.  Offered  for 
sale  October  13,  1896,  and  63.54  acres  sold.    Remainder  subject  to  reoffering. 

Whipple  Barracks  (timber  reserve),  situated  in  Yavapai  County,  in  T.  13  N.,  R. 
2  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  June  30, 1873.  Relinquished  July  22, 
1884,  without  improvements.    Surveyed.    Area,  720  acres.    Appraised. 

ARKANSAS. 

Little  Rock  Barraeks.or  Arsenal  situated  in  the  city  of  Littie  Rosk.  Estab- 
lisheil  Aiiril  1 1 , 1 8;i9.  Relinquished  Octolwr  «,  1890,  under  act  of  July  5, 1884,  with 
82  buildings,  fences,  etc..  valueil  at  $60,081.  Surveyed.  Ar^  86.01  acres. 
Grantod  to  the  city  of  Little  Rock.  Ark.,  by  the  act  of  Apnl  23, 1892  (29  Stat.  L., 
20),  under  certain  conditions,  which  have  been  complied  with. 
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Hot  Springs  Military  Reserve  (block  94),  sitnated  in  the  city  of  Hot  Springs. 
Established  November  17, 1880.  Relinquished  August  15,  1890,  act  July  5, 1884, 
^thont  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  6.76  acres.  Offered  at  public  sale 
April  12,  1892,  but  not  sold. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Fart  BidweU,  situated  in  Modoc  County,  in  T.  46  N.,  Rs.  15  and  16  E.,  M.  D.  M. 
Portion  (123.26  acres)  relinquished  February  13,  1885.  The  remainder,  not  sur- 
veyed, estimated  area,  3,078.19  acres,  relinquished  October  2,  1890.  Joint  resolu- 
tion of  January  30, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  608)  authorizes  Secretary  of  Interior  to  use 
this  reservation  for  Indian  school  purposes. 

Camp  Cody,  situated  in  San  Bernardino  (Ik)unty,  in  T.  10  N.,  R.  5  E.,  S.  B.  M. 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  June  3, 1870.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884.  The 
War  Department  reports  that  in  1870  it  was  reported  that  there  were  12  structures, 
of  little  value,  on  the  reservation.    Survey  authorized.    Returns  not  yet  received. 

Camp  Independence  (posfc,  hay,  and  wood  reserves),  situated  in  Inyo  County. 
The  post  reserve  consists  of  lot  1  in  NE.  i  sec.  1 ,  T.  13  S. ,  R.  34  E. ,  and  W.  i  of  lot  1 
in  N W .  i  sec.  6,  T.  13  S.,  R.  35  E.  The  hay  reserve  consists  of  sees.  3  and  4,  T.  13  S., 
R.  35  E.  The  wood  reserve  consists  of  2  miles  square  (5  miles  west  of  the  post 
reserve)  in  T.  18  N. ,  R.  34  E.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  January  23, 1866. 
Relinquished  July  23,  1884,  without  improvements.  Partly  surveyed.  An  entry 
was  made  for  the  i)ost  reserve,  but  canceled  by  this  office.  One  entry  of  160  acres 
made  for  lands  on  the  hay  reserve  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  has  been 
approved.  Other  entries  for  these  lands,  aggrep:ating  1,818.61  acres,  have  been 
canceled.  The  district  officers  were  directed  on  February  13, 1896,  Uiat  the  three 
reservations  be  treated  as  one,  and  therefore  subject  to  disposal  under  the  act  of 
August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  Yuma,  situated  in  San  Diego  County,  in  T.  16  S.,  Rs.  22  and  23  E.,  S.  B.  M. 
Portion  in  Yuma  County,  Ariz.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  January  22, 
1867.  Transferred  by  Executive  order  of  January  9, 1884,  to  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment for  Indian  uses.  This  reservation  was  placed  under  the  control  of  the  inte- 
rior Department  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884,  but  under  date  of 
March  5, 1892,  the  Interior  Department  held  that  under  the  order  of  January  9, 
1884,  the  lands  in  this  reservation  became  a  part  of  the  Yuma  Indian  Reservation. 

COLORADO. 

Campon  White  JRiver,  situated  in  Garfield  County,  in  Ts.  1  N.  and  1  S.,  Rs.  93 
and  94  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  April  26,  1881.  Relinquished  July 
22,  1884.  Surveyed.  Area,  40,960  acres.  This  tract  was  originally  within  the 
Ute  Indian  Reservation,  and  by  departmental  decision  of  January  3. 1885  (3  L.  D., 
296),  is  being  disx>08ed  of  as  other  Ute  lands  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880  (21 
Stat  L.,  199). 

Cantonment  on  Uncompdhgre,  a  portion  of  which  was  subsequently  called  Fort 
Crawford,  situated  in  Montrose  County,  in  Ts.  47  and  48  N.,  Rs.  8  and  9  W. 
Established  bv  Executive  order  of  March  12,  1884.  A  portion  (2,797.22  acres) 
relinquished  July  22,  1884;  the  residue,  5,196.03  acres,  relinquished  December  22, 
1890.  These  tracts  were  originally  within  the  Ute  Reservation,  and  by  depart- 
mental decision  of  January  3,  1885  (3  L.  D. ,  296) ,  are  being  disposed  of  as  other 
Ute  lands  under  the  act  of  June  15, 1880  (21  Stat.  L.,  199).  Surveyed.  The  War 
Department  has  reported  that  there  are  33  buildings  on  the  said  Fort  Crawford 
Mintary  Reservation,  together  with  board  walk,  irrigating  ditch,  and  wire  fence. 
These  were  sold  June  5, 1894. 

Fort  Lewis,  situated  in  La  Plata  County,  in  Ts.  34  and  35  N.,  Rs.  10,  11,  and  12 
W..  New  Mexico  principal  meridian.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  January 
27, 1882.  By  Gener^  Orders,  No.  89,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-Gten- 
eraVs  Office,  dated  November  12,  1891,  the  reservation  was  transferred  to  the  cus- 
tody and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  Indian  school  purposes  under 
act  of  July  31, 1882  (22  Stat.  L.,  181).  By  Executive  order  of  February  12, 1895, 
all  of  the  reservation  was  relinquished  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884, 
except  sections  33,  34,  and  35,  T.  35  N.,  R.  11  W.,  and  what  will  be  when  surveyed 
sections  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  and  those  portions  of  sec  tiers  9, 1 0,  11 ,  and  12  not  included 
in  the  limits  of  the  Ute  Indian  Reservation,  in  T.  34  N. ,  R.  11 W.  Partly  surveyed. 
Restored  to  the  public  domain  by  the  act  of  May  19, 1895  (Public— No.  122),  and 
made  subject  to  disposal  under  the  public-land  laws  of  the  United  States,  except 
so  much  thereof  as  may  be  embraced  in  sections  heretofore  reserved  for  Indian 
school  purposes,  (^^ee  instructions  to  register  and  receiver,  Durango,  Colo.,  June 
6, 1896.) 
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Fort  Lyon  (old),  situated  in  Bent  County,  in  Ts.  22  and  23  S.,  Rs.  47,  48,  and  49 
W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  Angnst  8,  1863.  Relinquished  July  22, 
1884,  without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  38, 000  acres.  Disposed  of  under 
the  act  of  October  1 ,  1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  561) .     (See  L.  D.  13,  p.  533. ) 

Fort  Lyon  {new) ,  situated  in  Bent  County,  in  Ts.  22  and  23  S.,  Rs.  51  and  52  W. 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  September  1, 1868.  Relinquished  November  25, 
1889,  with  46  buildings,  valued  at  $46,480.  Surveyed.  Area,  5,918.90  acres.  The 
lands  in  this  reservation,  except  subdivisions  containing  buildings,  were  made 
subject  to  disposal  under  act  of  October  1,  1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  561).  Buildings,  and 
lands  upon  which  the^  are  situated,  in  section  4,  T.  23  S.,  R.  51  W.,  were  granted 
to  Colorado  for  a  soldiers'  home  by  act  of  February  17, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  531). 

Pagosa  Springs  (formerlv  Old  Fort  Lewis) ,  situated  in  Archuleta  County,  in  T. 
85  N. ,  R.  2  W .  Established  by  Executive  order  of  January  28, 1879.  Relinquished 
July  22, 1884,  without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area  2,240  acres.  Disposed  of 
under  the  act  of  October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  561). 

Pikes  Peak  Siqnal  Station,  situated  in  El  Paso  County,  in  T.  14  S.,  Rs.  68  and 
69  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  December  25, 1873.  Relinquished  Jan- 
uary 12, 1889.  By  the  President's  second  proclamation,  dated  March  18,  1892, 
supplementary  to  that  of  February  11,  1892,  this  reservation  was  ordered  to  be 
included  in  the  Pikes  Peak  timber-land  reserve. 

Fort  Sedgwick  (partly  in  Nebraska) ,  situated  in  Logan  Countv  (Ts.  11  and  12  N., 
Rs.  45  and  46  W.),  and  in  Cheyenne  County,  Nebr.  (T.  12  N.,  fes.  44  and  45  W.). 
Established  by  Executive  order  of  June  28, 1869.  Relinciuished  July  22,  1884, 
without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area  40,960  acres.  Said  reservation  is  within 
the  granted  limits  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  the  said  company's 
rights  to  the  odd-numbered  sections  having  attached  prior  to  the  reservation  for 
military  purposes  were  not  impaired  thereby,  but  merely  placed  in  abeyance.  The 
even-numbered  sections  are  made  subject  to  disposal  unaer  the  homestead  laws  by 
act  of  May  14, 1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  107). 

FLORIDA. 

Cayo  Costa  Island  (known  also  as  Boca  Grande  and  La  Costa),  situated  on  the 
west  coast  of  Florida  at  the  enti*ance  of  Charlotte  Harbor.  Executive  order  of 
March  3, 1849,  reserved  this  island  for  military  purposes,  with  two  small  islands 
east— Palmetto  Key  and  an  unnamed  island.  On  May  18,  1878,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  under  authority  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1856  (11  Stat.  L.,  87),  relinquished 
from  the  military  reservation  all  of  Cayo  Costa  Island  except  north  end  for  a  dis- 
tance of  two  miles,  together  with  the  small  islands  east  and  within  one  mile 
thereof.    By  Executive  order  of  June  5, 1893,  there  were  reserved  for  light-house 

fiurposes  lot  2,  sec.  29,  and  lots  1  and  2,  sec.  32,  T.  44  S.,  R.  21  E.,  on  Cayo  Costa 
sland.  Unreserved  portions  of  Cayo  Costa  Island  are  embraced  in  fractional  sec- 
tions 35  and  36,  T.  43  S.,  R.  20  E.,  and  fractional  sections  1,  2, 12, 13,  T.  44  S..  R. 
20  E.,  and  fractional  sections  6,  7,  8, 17, 18,  19,  20,  29,  and  32,  T.  44  S.,  R.  21  E., 
area  963.28  acres. 

Dragoon  Barracks  (L.  H.),  situated  in  the  city  of  St  Augustine.  Area,  1.15 
acres.    This  reservation  has  been  sold. 

Fort  Brooke,  near  Tamx)a,  relinquished  January  4, 1883,  under  act  of  August  18, 
1856  (11  Stat.  L.,  87).  Area,  148.11  acres.  The  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  July  24,  1894  (19  L.  D..  48),  allows  parties  therein  named  to  make 
entries  for  these  lands  under  the  public-land  laws. 

Fort  Clinch,  situated  on  north  end  of  Amelia  Island, in  fr.  sec.  8,  T.  3  N.,  R.  29 
E.,  fr.  sec.  11,  and  lots  1  and  2,  sec.  14,  T.  3  N.,  R.  28  E.  Established  by  Execu- 
tive order  of  Feb.  9,  1842.  Portions  of  lots  1  and  2,  sec.  14,  T.  3  N.,  R.  28  E., 
described  by  metes  and  bounds  in  letter  from  Secretary  of  War,  dated  Feb.  27, 
1897,  were  placed  under  control  of -this  Department  by  Executive  order  of  Mar.  3, 
1897.'    Portions  relinquished  seem  to  be  embraced  in  patented  claims. 

Fort  Jupiter  comprises  the  following  tracts:  E.  i  sec.  21 ,  sees.  22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. 
E.  i  sec.  2S,  E,  i  sec  33,  sees.  34,  35,  and  36,  T. 40  S.,  R.  42  E^  sees.  1,2, 3  and  E.  j 
sec.  14,  T.  41  S.;  R,  42  E.;  fractional  sees.  19, 30,  31,  and  32,  T.  40  S.,  R.  43  E.,  and 
fractional  sees.  5  and  6,  T.  41  S.,  R. 4:J  E., established  by  Executive  order  May  14, 
1855.  Relinquished  March  16,  1880,  under  act  of  August  18,  18^,  except  as  to  lot 
1»  sec  31,  T.  40  S.,  R,  43  E.,  which  was  reserved  October  22, 1854,  for  liyht-house 
purposes.    Area,  9,088.60  acres,  of  which  87.25  acres  were  reserved  for  life-saving 


purposes  by  Executive  order  of  April  1,  1885. 
Private  cjish  entries  for  170.52  ncree 


^^ ^^_^  ^^ were  inadvertently  patented,  500.25  acres 

were  patented  to  the  State  as  swamp  lands,  40  acres  are  covered  by  an  illegal  pre- 
emption filing  which  has  been  held  for  amcellation,  and  2,600.90  acres  nave  been 
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selected  by  the  State  as  swamp  lands,  but  no  examination  in  the  field  has  been 
made  to  determine  the  character  of  the  lands.  There  remains  5,680.68  acres  &ee 
from  adverse  claim,  which  have  been  appraised  and  are  subject  to  disposal  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Angnst  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  as  extended  by  the 
act  of  February  15, 1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  664). 

Fort  St.  Mark%  situated  in  Wakrilla  County.  Established  by  Executive  order 
of  January  28, 1852.  Relinquished  September  21,  1892.  Surveyed.  Subdivided 
into  town  lots,  appraised,  and  offered  for  sale  Jan.  6, 1897,  at  wMch  time  37  lots 
were  sold,  leaving  38  lots  subject  to  reoffering. 

Old  Powder  House  Lot^  situated  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine.  Area,  10.29  acres. 
This  reservation  has  been  sold. 

Palmetto  Key,  embraced  in  lot  1,  sec.  8,  T.  44  S.,  R.  21  E.,  area  84.42  acres. 

St.  AugtLstine  (blackamith^s  shop  lot). — The  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  July  20, 1894  (19  L.  D.,  77),  allows  the  State  to  locate  this  lot  with 
swamp  indemnity  certificate. 

St.  Augustine  (hospital  lot) . — ^The  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  July 
20, 1894  (19  L.  D.,  77)  allows  the  State  to  locate  this  lot  with  swamp  indemnity 
certificate. 

Unnamed  island^  embraced  in  lot  1,  sec.  20,  and  lot  2,  sec.  17,  T.  44  S.,  R.  21  E., 
area  98.72  acres. 

IDAHO. 

Camp  Three  Forks  Owyhee,  situated  in  Owyhee  County,  probably  in  T.  8  S., 
R.  6  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  April  6, 1860.  Relinquished  July  22, 
1884,  without  improvements.    Not  surveyed. 

Fort  Cceur  d'AJene  (winter  pasturage) ,  situated  in  Kootenai  County,  probably 
in  Ts.  50  and  51  N.,  R.  4  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  25,  1879. 
Relinquished  April  27, 1886,  without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  640  acres. 
Disix38ed  of  in  accordance  with  law. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

Fort  Otbson,  situated  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  It  was  established  by  Executive 
order  of  January  25, 1870.  Relinquished  by  Executive  order  December  22, 1890, 
to  the  Dei>artmfent  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  "  or  as  may  be  other- 
wise provided  by  law."  Executive  order  of  February  9, 1891,  excludes  national 
cemetery  at  this  post  from  the  transfer.  By  ai*ticle  3  of  the  treaty  of  December  29, 
1835  (7  Stat.  L.,  480),  the  lands  in  this  reservation  revert  to  the  Indians. 

KANSAS. 

Fort  Dodge  (remainder),  situated  in  Ford  Countv.  Established  by  Executive 
order  of  June  22, 1868.  Relinquished  January  12, 1885,  with  41  structures,  valued 
at  $20,000,  if  sold  with  the  g^'ound.  Surveyed.  Area,  14,661  acres.  All  of  this 
tract  except  1,882.89  acres  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Osage  Indian  trust  lands, 
and  under  date  of  July  9, 1886,  the  district  officers  at  Garden  City,  Kans.,  were 
directed  to  allow  entries  of  said  Osage  Indian  trust  lands  as  provided  by  act  of 
May  28, 1880  (21  Stat.  L.,  143),  with  the  exception  of  tracts  upon  which  buildings 
erected  by  the  Government  for  military  purposes  are  located,  which  latter  tracts 
were  found  to  be  lots  3,  5,  6,  and  7,  sec.  3,  T.  27  S.,  R.  24  W.  By  act  of  March 
2,  1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  1012),  authority  was  given  to  sell  and  convey  to  the  State  of 
Kansas  the  said  lots,  and  on  June  13, 1889,  the  same  were  purchased  by  the  State. 

Departmental  order  of  October  23,  1895,  directs  suspension  of  action  looking  to 
the  disposal  of  the  1,882.89  acres  remaining  pending  proix>sed  legislation. 

Fort  Hays,  situated  in  EUis  County,  in  Ts.  13  and  14  S. ,  Rs.  18  and  19  W.  Estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  of  August  28,  1868.    Surveyed.    Area,  7,600  acres. 

On  February  14, 1887,  the  "Ellis  County  Agricultural  Society  of  Kansas,"  in 
imrsnance  of  the  act  of  June  11, 1884  (23  Stat.  L.,  40),  purchased  90.40  acres, 
situated  in  sees.  3,  9,  and  10,  T.  14  S.,  R.  18  W.,  and  the  remainder  was  turned 
over  to  this  Department  October  22, 1889,  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884. 
Forty  buildings  valued  at  |105  and  one  bridge  valued  at  $200  were  transferred 
with  this  reservation. 

On  request  of  Hon.  E.  J.  Turner  of  October  9, 1889,  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  directed  the  suspension  of  action  on  this  reservation  to  await  the 
action  of  Congress  in  regard  tiiereto.    In  view  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August 

654( 
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23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  the  district  land  officers  were  advised  by  telegram  dated 
March  22, 1895,  that  said  lands  were  withdrawn  from  settlement  and  entry  to 
give  opportunity  for  further  legislation. 

Fort  Walldce,  situated  in  Wallace  CJounty,  Kans.,  in  T.  13  S.,  Rs.  37,  38,  and 
39  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  28,  1868.  Relinquished  July  22, 
1884,  with  improvements,  consisting  of  barracks,  quarters,  etc.,  for  one  company. 
Value,  $15,000  if  sold  with  land.    Surveyed.    Area,  8,926  acres. 

By  act  of  October  19, 1888  (25  Stat.  L.,  612),  the  following  provisions  were  made 
for  the  disposition  of  this  tract,  viz: 

Section  1  provides  that  a  certain  tract  be  reserved  for  the  town  site  of  Wallace. 
Entry  thereof  has  been  made  and  patented. 

Section  2  authorizes  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  purchase  a  certain 
tract  for  machine  shops.    Entrv  thereof  has  been  made  and  patented. 

Action  3  authorizes  the  Wallace  Waterworks  to  purchase  a  40-acre  tract  for  its 
use.    This  has  not  been  done. 

Under  date  of  May  16, 1892,  the  register  of  Wakeeney  reports  that  the  Wallace 
Waterworks  Company  has  taken  no  steps  relative  to  said  ];)urcha8e,  as  provided  for 
in  section  3  of  act  of  October  19, 1888,  and  he  is  credibly  informed  that  said  com- 
pany has  been  disorganized.  He  further  reports  that  all  of  the  buildings,  together 
with  their  foundations,  have  been  removea  by  settlers  of  Wallace  and  adjoining 
counties  without  any  legal  authority  whatever,  and  not  a  dollar's  worth  of  materiu 
remains  on  the  ground. 

Section  4  grants  40  acres  to  the  town  for  cemetery  purposes. 

Section  5  provides  for  the  appraisal  and  sale  of  the  tract  covered  by  the  old  Fort 
Wallace  ana  the  buildings  thereon.  The  appraisal  has  been  made,  and  under  date 
of  August  31 ,  1892,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  directed  this  office  to  issue  instruc- 
tions for  the  sale  thereof.  The  sale  was  held  December  23, 1892,  but  no  bids  were 
made. 

Section  6  provides  that  the  remainder  of  said  reservation  shall  be  disposed  of 
under  the  homestead  laws  only. 

LOUISIANA. 

Baton  Rotige  Barracks,  situated  in  the  city  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  date  of  the 
reservation  does  not  appear.  It  was  relinquished  August  22, 1884,  and  disposed  of 
under  the  act  of  July  12, 1886  (24  Stat.  L.,  144) ,  except  a  certain  part,  which  may 
be  used  and  occupied  by  the  Louisville,  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Railroad  Company. 
Transfer  made  July  31, 1886. 

Fort  Macomb  (portion) ,  formerly  Fort  Wood,  situated  in  T.  11  S.,  R.  14  E.,  soutli- 
eastem  division.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  February  9,  1842,  which 
reserved  for  military  purposes  **all  the  public  land  within  1,200  yards  of  the  fort." 
Executive  order  of  June  20, 1896,  placed  under  control  of  the  Interior  Department 
*'all  of  that  portion  of  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Macomb.  La.,  which  lies 
on  the  east  side  of  Chef  Menteur  Pass,  as  described  in  Executive  order  of  Febmuy 
9, 1842."    Area  unknown. 

The  ten  reservations  on  the  Qulf  coast,  situated  at  various  points  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana,  appear  to  have  been  established  by  Executive  order  of  March  5, 1844,  aa 
follows: 

Reservation  near  the  eastern  mouth  of  Bayou  Lafourche  (area,  720  acres)  was 
relinquished  Septeml>er  23,  1886,  without  improvements. 

Reservation  near  the  western  mouth  of  Bayou  Lafourche  (area,  700  acres)  was 
relinquished  September  23.  1886,  without  improvements. 

Reservation  on  Bayou  Plat  (area,  100  acres)  was  relinquished  September  23. 
1886,  without  improvements. 

Reservation  near  the  western  entrance  to  Caminada  Bay  (area,  437.93  acres)  was 
relinquished  September  23, 1886,  without  improvements. 

Reservation  near  the  pass  at  the  eastern  end  of  Qrand  Terre  Island  (area,  334 
acres)  was  relinquished  September  23,  1886,  without  improvements. 

Resenntinn  near  the  mouth  of  Quartre  Bayou  Pass  (area,  347.46  acres)  was 
relinquished  Septeml)er  23,  1886,  witnout  improvement. 

ResenxUion  at  Bikstian  Bay  (area,  393.46  acres)  was  relinquished  September  23, 
1886,  without  Improvement. 

ResvrnUion  near  Biv»tian  Bay  (area,  1,217.35  acres),  comprising  xmrtsof  sees. 
22, 23,  and  2tl  and  all  of  sei*8, 27  and  }»,  T.  21  S..  R.  28  E.;  relinquished  September 
23,  1SS6,  without  imt)rt)vement«.  .  .      r,        . 

Reservation  near  Bastiau  Bay  (««».  1.601.82  acres),  comprising  S.  iof  sees.  4 
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and  5  and  all  of  sees.  6,  7,  and  8,  T.  22  S.,  R.  29  E.;  relinqnished  September  23, 
1886,  without  improvements. 

Reservation  near  Bastian  Bay  (area,  329.77  acres),  comprising  parts  of  sees.  14 
and  15  and  all  of  sees.  22,  23,  and  24,  T.  21  S.,  R.  27  E.;  relinquished  September 
23,  1886,  without  improyements. 

The  foregoing  ten  Gulf  coast  reservations  are  but  partly  surveyed,  and  their 
general  description  locates  them  in  T.  23  S. ,  R.  22  E. ;  T.  24  S. ,  R.  22  E. ;  T.  23  S. ,  R. 
2%  E.;  T.  22  S.,  R.  24  E.;  T.  21  S.,  R.  25  E.,  including  all  of  Grand  Terre  Island;  T. 
21  S.,  R.  26  E.;  T.  21 S.,  R.  27  E.;  T.  21 S.,  R.  28  E.,  and  T.  22  S.,  R.  29  E.,  all  lying 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

On  May  18, 1878,  the  Secretary  of  War  reported  that  none  of  these  tracts  were 
needed  for  military  purposes  except  so  much  of  Grand  Terre  Island  as  the  piece 
of  land  at  western  end  of  said  island,  which  was  purchased  b^  the  United  States, 
which  is  occupied  by  the  site  of  Fort  Livingston,  and  which  is  required  for 
defensive  purposes.    Area  of  Fort  Livingston  tract  is  126.16  acres. 

MAINE. 

Fort  SuUivan,  situated  in  Eastport,  Me.    Established  in  1808. 

Relinquished  July  22,  1884.  The  improvements  which  were  on  this  reservation 
were  sold  at  public  sale  August  31, 1883,  by  order  of  the  honorable  SecretM^y  of 
War. 

No  survey  of  this  reservation  has  been  made  by  this  office,  but  the  War  Depart- 
ment plat  of  survey  shows  that  it  embraces  12.50  acres.    Ready  for  appraisal. 

MICHIGAN. 

Bois  Blanc  Island,— Bj  Executive  order  of  November  8, 1827,  sections  10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16. 17, 18, 19,  20, 21.  31, 32, 33,  and  34  on  said  island  were  reserved  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  fuel  for  the  e^arrison  at  Fort  Mackinac,  on  the  island  of  Mack- 
inac, Michigan.  It  was  relinquisned  July  22, 1884,  without  improvements.  Sur- 
veyed. Area,  9,729.18  acres.  Of  this  area  the  following  disposition  has  been 
made:  • 

885.84  acres  patented  as  private  claims;  4,760.10  acres  patented  to  the  State  as 
swamp  lands,  under  departmental  decision  of  February  25, 1889  (8  L.  D.,  309); 
674.26  acres  patented  to  the  State  as  school  lands,  under  departmental  decision  of 
June  5, 1889  (8  L.  D.,  560);  405.55  acres  have  been  disposed  of  by  appraisal  and 
sale  under  the  provisions  of  the  act;  378.31  acres  patented  as  homestead  entries 
w^hich  had  been  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Lots  4,  5,  and  6,  sec.  13; 
lots  1  and  8,  sec.  14;  lots  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  fractional  lot  7,  sec.  15;  lots  1  and  2, 
sec.  17;  lots  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  8ec.  18;  lots  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  sec.  19;  lot  5,  sea  20;  lots  1, 
2,  and  3,  sec.  21;  lots  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  sec.  33,  and  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  34,  comprise 
tbe  remainder,  2,625.12  acres.  Reappraised  and  advertised  to  be  sold  August  18, 
1896,  at  which  time  7  lots  were  sold.    Remaining  27  lots  are  subject  to  reoffering. 

Fort  Brady,  situated  in  Chippewa  County.  Embraces  fractional  sec.  2,  T.  47  N., 
B.  1  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  September  2, 1847.  Relinquished  by 
authority  *of  Executive  order  of  November  28, 1894,  for  disposal  under  the  act  of 
July  5, 1884.    Surveyed.    Area,  3.50  acres.    Has  been  disposed  of. 

Fort  WilkinSf  situat-ed  in  Keweenaw  County.  Reservation  declared  by  Exec- 
utive order  of  August  19, 1835,  embracing  lots  2  and  3  of  sec.  33,  and  lot  5  of  sec.  34, 
T.  59  N.,  R.  28  W.,  containing  148.35  acres.  It  was  relinquished  July  22,  1884, 
with  19  structures,  the  value  of  which  is  not  known.  Surveyed.  By  Executive 
order  of  April  19, 1892,  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  33,  T.  59  N.,  R.  28  W.,  were  reserved  for 
light-house  purposes.  The  remainder  (32  acres)  advertised  for  sale  July  7,  1896, 
but  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders. 

Detroit  A  rsenal  Grounds^  Wayne  County,  Mich.  Transferred  to  Interior  Depart- 
ment under  act  of  March  3, 1875,  which  provided  for  the  sale  and  disposal  thereof. 
By  act  of  September  26.  1890,  further  provisions  were  made  for  reappraisement 
and  sale  (26  Stat.  L.,  490),  and  on  June  30  and  July  1  and  2, 1891,  the  lots  were  all 
sold  except  two.  On  October  8,  1891,  lot  31  was  sold,  leaving  lot  19  alone  unsold, 
valued  at  $3,250,  with  building  appraised  at  $250.  Authority  for  removal  of  said 
building  was  given  by  the  Secretary  on  November  12, 1891,  for  the  reason  that  it 
obstructed  a  street.  This  reservation  is  also  known  as  Fort  Dearborn.  The  act 
of  June  14, 1894,  grants  this  lot  and  building  to  the  village  of  Dearborn  for  public 
purposes. 
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MINNESOTA. 

Fort  Ripley,  Minn.,  relinqniahed  July  2, 1880,  under  act  of  Apnl  1,  1880,  and 
465.54  acres  disposed  of  in  accordance  therewith.  There  remain  174.47  acres  on 
which  are  Government  buildings.  Advertised  for  sale  July  7,  1896,  bnt  not  sold 
for  want  of  bidders. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Cat  Island,  the  reservation,  is  situated  east  of  the  private  claim  of  Jnan  de 
Cuivas,  and  embraces  fractional  sections  22, 27,28,  31,  82,  33,  34,  T.  9  S.,  R.  11 W 
fractional  section  4,  and  a  sand  bar  in  T.  10  S. ,  R.  1 1  W.    Established  by'EsecutiTe 
order  of  Aug^ust  80, 1847.    Relinquished,  without  improvements.  October  25  1885. 
Surveyed.    Area,  1,288  acres.  ' 

Greenwood  Island,  Pascagoula,  situated  in  Jackson  Ck>unty,  fractional  sec  19 
T.  8  S.,  R.  5  W.  Purchased  by  the  Government  August  2,  1848.  Relinquished 
December  18,  1890,  act  July  5,  1884,  without  improvements.  Area,  100  acres, 
more  or  less. 

This  tract  was  selected  by  the  State  as  swamp  lands  June  20,  1860  but  said 
selection  has  not  been  approved.  ' 

Horn  Island,  reservation  on,  consists  of  fractional  section  31,  T.  9  S.  R.  5  W. 
and  fractional  sections  26,  35,  36,  T.  9  S.,  R.  6  W.,  and  fractional  sections  16  if 
18, 19,  20,  and  21,  T.  9  S.,  R.  7  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  30^ 
1847.  Relinquished,  without  improvements,  October  25,  1895.  Surveyed.  Awa! 
1,891.66  acres. 

Petit  Bois  Blanc  Island,  partly  in  Alabama.  The  part  in  Alabama  consistB  of 
fractional  sections  28,  29,  and  32,  T.  9  S. ,  R.  3  W. ;  area,  181.47  acres.  The  part  in 
Mississippi  consists  of  fractional  sections  35  and  36,  T.  9  S.,  R.  5  W.,  and  frac- 
tional sections  1,  2,  and  3,  T.  10  S.,  R.  5  W.;  area,  819.37  acres.  Total  area  of 
reservation,  1,000.84  acres.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  30  1847. 
Relinquished,  without  improvements,  October  25, 1895.  ' 

Round  Island,  reservation  on,  consists  of  fractional  sections  33  and  34,  T.  8  S., 
R.  6  W.,  and  fractional  sections  3  and  4,  T.  9  S.,  R.  6  W.  Established  by  Execa- 
tive  order  of  August  30, 1847.  Relinquished,  without  improvements,  October  25, 
1895.    Surveyed.    Area,  109.79  acres. 

MISSOURI. 

Island  in  Missouri  River,  situated  in  Jackson  County,  in  sees.  28  and  33,  T.  60  N., 
R,  83  W,  Established  by  Executive  order  of  March  10,  1865.  Relinquished  July 
5}'*\  ISv^l.  Area,  180.15  acres.  No  improvements.  Surveyed.  Appraised  and 
advertiseil  to  be  sold  August  11, 1896,  but  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders. 

MONTANA. 

hWt  Ihifont    (See  North  Dakota.) 

f \m7  fV/i'*.  Hitu»t<Hl  in  (lallatin  County,  in  Ts.  2  and  3  S.,  R.  6  and  7 IE.  Bstab- 
linhtnl  l>v  Kxtvutive  onler  February  15, 18(58,  Enlarged  March  1, 1870. and  furtber 
<>uIuvhih\  bv  tbo  addition  of  16,820  acres  November  25,  1873.  Relinquished  Jnly 
\>{\  IvSMl,  >vith  vJi  struct nrt^s,  the  value  of  which  is  unknown.  Surveyed.  Area, 
Ma!\>JU,m\  iiortvM,  Vndor  the  pn>visions  of  the  act  of  February  13, 1891  (26  Stat.  L., 
T I  i  ^  \h^  Stnto  soUvttHl  for  a  in^rmanent  camp  ground  the  buildings  and  one  section 
wt  hiud»  «U0  »rn\M.  Tudor  tho  acts  of  February  22,  1889  (25  Stat.  L.,  676),  aud 
I'Vbrurtvv  18,  I  SIM  i8Upru>  t ho  State  selected  11,531.34  acres,  all  of  which  has  been 
»hui\»vtHi»  oxWot  tbo  soUvtion  i^  I  ,i>*'^>  acres  for  which  certain  parties  attempted  to 
luukt*  h\uius^to«ul  outrit>5»,  Tho  matter  is  now  being  adjudicated.  The  remainder, 
\JI»?i^l\JT  Hortv*.  is  n\ulv  for  dis|Hi5«U  undor  the  nrovisions  of  said  act  of  Febrnary 
U\]  IvSlil,  Tho  hind  atldinl  to  the  recurvation  KTovember  25,  1873,  is  within  the 
Wri^tittHl  limits  of  tJio  Northern  l^wittc  Railroad  Company,  and  the  rights  of  said 
tH»nn>an>\  having  att^u-heii  i^rior  to  the  recurvation,  were  not  impaired  thereby, 
but  inon^y  hold  hi  alx^^-ance,     (See  16  L.  D.,  4;?80  ;,  .„  xt    »    «.v      ^  «.  r. 

hWt  .V,i,/iMM»>,  situateii  in  Fergus  County,  m  Ts.  16  and  17  N.,  »8. 20  and21  E. 
Katabl  i8)uHl  bv  Exeiniti ve  order  of  April  8, 1881.  Relinquished  August  6, 1890,  act 
July  5,  ISS4,  with  48  buildings.  'Value  unknown.  Instructions  to  register  and 
nH^oivor %U«io  IS  189'^  to  idlow  homestead  entries  underact  July  5,  1884.  Snr- 
voyed.    Area.  80,909.49  acres.    Buildings  on  NW.  i  sec.  1,  T.  16  N.,  R.  20  E.,  and 
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SW.  i  of  SE.  i  sec.  35,  T.  17  N. ,  R.  20  E.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March 
2,  1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  938),  the  State  of  Montana  has  selected  1,275.61  acres  of  said 
reservation,  including  the  tracts  upon  which  the  buildings  are  located.  The  tracts 
so  selected  are  as  follows:  Lots  2. 3,  and  4,  S.  i  NE.  h  H.  i  NW.  i,  SW.  i  and  SE.  i 
sec.l;  lotl,SE.:^NE.iandE.iSE.isec.2,T.  16N.,R.20  E.;  the  E.  4SE.isec. 
34;  theNW.iNE.i,S.iNE.i,E.iNW.i,SW.iandSE.i8ec.35,T.17N.,R.20E. 
The  remainder  of  the  reservation  is  subject  to  disposal  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  Assinniboine,  post,  hay,  and  coal  reserves.  These  reservations  are  proba- 
bly located  as  follows: 

Post,  in  Ts.  28, 29, 30, 31,  and  32  N.,  Rs.  15  and  16  E. 

Hay,  in  T.  28  N.,  Rs.  13  and  14  E. 

Coal,  T.  33  N. ,  Rs.  16  and  17  E. 

The  reservation  was  established  by  Executive  order  of  March  4, 1880,  and  mod- 
ified by  Executive  orders  of  May  2, 1888,  and  September  25,  1888.  The  hay,  coal, 
and  part  of  the  post  reserves  were  relinquished  October  9,  1801. 

The  War  Department,  on  April  9, 1892,  reported  that  there  were  no  improve- 
ments on  the  hay  and  coal  reserve.  Partially  surveyed.  Estimated  total  area, 
568,800  acres,  of  which  nearly  300,000  acres  were  relinquished  by  Executive  orders 
of  1888,  and  about  100,160  acres  were  relinquished  October  9, 1891,  under  act  of 
July  5, 1884. 

By  the  act  of  April  18,  1896,  the  relinquished  lands,  together  with  lands  which 
might  be  t)iereafter  excluded  from  the  reservation,  were  excepted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  laws  relating  to  abandoned  military  reservations  and  made  subject  to  dis- 
posal under  the  homestead  (except  2301,  R.  S. ),  town-site,  coal,  desert,  and  mineral 
land  laws,  with  a  certain  exception.  (See  instructions  to  register  and  receiver, 
Helena,  Mont,  May  18, 1896.) 

NSBRASKA. 

Camp  Sheridan f  situated  in  Sioux  (bounty,  in  T.  33  N.,  Rs.  46  and  47  W.  Estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  of  November  14, 1876,  and  enlarged  by  Executive  orders 
of  April  28,  1879,  and  December  10,  1879.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884,  without 
improvements.  Surveyed.  When  relinquished  the  reservation  contained  18,225 
acres.  By  inadvertence  of  the  local  officers  several  filings  and  entries  were  allowed 
upon  said  reservation,  aggregating  7,072.52  acres.  These  were  confirmed  by  the 
act  of  October  12, 1888  (25  Stat.  L. ,  1201) .  Appraised  and  subject  to  disposal  under 
the  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  Hartsuff,  situated  in  Valley  County.  Established  by  Executive  orders  of 
August  17, 1874,  and  September  16,  1874.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884,  without 
improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  3,251.41  acres.  Appraised  and  360  acres  sold 
November  5, 1896.    Remainder  subject  to  reoffering. 

Fort  McPheraon,  situated  in  Lincoln  County,  in  Ts.  12  and  13  N.,  R.  28  W. 
Eatablished  by  Executive  order  September  27, 1863;  enlarged  July  25, 1870,  and 
further  enlarged  October  11, 1870.  (5n  October  13, 1873,  a  tract  of  the  reserve  con- 
taining 107  aci'es  was  set  apart  for  a  national  cemetery.  Relinquished  January 
5,  1887  (without  improvements),  except  that  portion  set  apart  for  the  national 
cemetery.  Partly  surveyed.  Estimated  area,  19,500  acres.  Appraised  and  sub- 
ject to  disposal  under  the  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  Niobrara  (portion) ,  situated  in  Cherry  County.  Establirfied  by  Executive 
order  of  December  10, 1879;  enlarged  June  6, 1881,  andmodified  April  29, 1884.  By 
Executive  order  of  May  7, 1896,  the  NW.  i  section  29,  the  NE.  i  and  E.  ^  SE.  i  sec- 
tion 30,  and  the  E.  i  section  31,  T.  84  N.,  R.  27  W.,  were  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Interior  Department  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  6, 1884.  Area,  720 
acres. 

^orfj^m2a/2  (part  west  of  Missouri  River),  ^ee  aZso  South  Dakota.  Situated 
in  Holt  County.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  June  14, 1860.  Relinquished 
October  28,  1893.  Surveyed.  Area,  35,838  acres.  The  act  of  March  3,  1893  (27 
Stat,  L.,  555),  provides  for  the  survey  and  for  the  transfer  of  the  odd  sections  to 
the  State  for  school  purposes,  the  even  sections  and  such  of  the  odd  sections  as 
are  not  taken  by  the  State  to  be  subject  to  homestead  entry,  to  be  paid  for  at  the 
appraised  value  thereof.    Appraised  with  a  view  to  disposal  under  said  act. 

Fort  Robinson,  established  by  Executive  order  of  November  14,  1876,  placed 
under  control  of  this  Department  by  Executive  order  of  September  19, 1896,  for  dis- 
posal under  act  of  July  5,  1884,  **8o  much  of  the  military  reservation  of  Fort  Rob- 
inson, Nebr.,  as  lies  east  of  the  line  marked  for  the  eastern  boundary  of  said 
reservation  in  the  soi'vey  of  the  public  lands  adjacent  thereto,  and  described  on 


118  EEPORT  OP  COMMISSIONER  OP  OENEKAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

• 

the  field  notes  and  plats  of  said  snrvey  on  file  in  the  office  of  cominissioner  of 
public  buildings,  Lincoln,  Nebraska."  The  lands  thus  relinquished  have  been 
aispoeed  of. 

Fort  Sedgwick.    (See  Colorado. ) 

Fort  Sidney,  the  poet  reserve,  is  in  Cheyenne  County  and  embraces  sec.  32,  T.  14 
NT.,  B.  49  W.;  the  wood  and  timber  reserve  is  in  Cheyenne  and  Banner  counties 
and  embraces  sees.  6  and  18,  T.  17  N.,  R.  52  W.,  and  sees.  12,  14,  and  24,  T.  17  N., 
R.  63  W.  The  former  was  established  by  Executive  order  of  May  14, 1874;  the 
latter  by  Executive  order  of  May  31, 1880.  Relinquished  for  disposal  under  act  of 
July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  November  6,  1894.  Surveyed, 
Total  area,  3,835.35  acres.  Wood  and  timber  reserve  appraised.  Action  looking 
to  the  disposal  of  post  reserve  suspended  by  departmental  order  of  July  11, 1895. 
pending  proposed  legislation.  Wood  and  timber  reserve  offered  for  sale  August 
18, 1896.  and  120  acres  sold.    Remainder  subject  to  reoffering. 

NEVADA. 

Carlin,  situated  in  Elk  County,  in  T.  32  N.,  R.  52  E.  Established  by  Executive 
order  of  November  9, 1874.  Relinquished  March  2,  1888,  without  improvements. 
Surveyed.  Area,  920  acres.  IMsposed  of  under  act  of  October  1 ,1890  (26  Stat.  L., 
561). 

Fort  HaUeck  (post,  hay,  and  timber),  situated  in  Elk  County.  The  post  and 
timber  reserves  are  in  Ts.  33  and  34  N.,  R.  59  E.,  the  hay  reserve  in  Ts.  35  and  36 
N.,  R.  58  E.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  October  4, 1870.  Relinquished 
October  11, 1886,  with  26  structures,  the  value  of  which  is  unknown.  Surveyed. 
Area,  10,829.72  acres.  Disposed  of  under  the  act  of  October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.  L., 
561).  The  tracts  upon  which  the  buildings  are  situated  are  in  a  state  of  reserva- 
tion, and  the  Interior  Department  was  advised  of  this  fact.  July  17,  1891. 

Fort  McDermit  (post),  situated  in  Humboldt  County,  in  T.  47  N.,  Rs.  38  and 39 
E.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  September  3, 1867.  Relinquished  July  17, 
1889.  The  War  Department  reports  that  in  1879  there  were  25  structures  in  the 
reserve.  Value  unknown.  Surveyed.  Area,  8,921.38  acres.  These  lands  were 
made  subject  to  homestead  entry  under  the  act  of  October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.  L., 
561),  but  a  portion  thereof  has  been  allotted  to  Indians  under  the  general  allot- 
ment  act. 

Fort  McDermit  (hay),  situated  jwrt  in  Humboldt  County,  in  Ts.  47  and  48  N., 
R.  38  E.,  and  the  remainder  in  Malheur  County,  Oreg.,  in  T.  41  N.,  Rs.  43  and  43 
E.  It  was  established  by  Executive  order  of  September  3, 1867.  Relinquished 
December  1, 1886,  without  improvements.    Surveyed.    Area,  4,570  acres. 

That  portion  of  the  reserve  lying  in  Nevada  was  di8x>osed  of  under  the  act  of 
October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  561).  That  portion  in  Oregon,  about  1,511.73  acres, 
is  ready  for  appraisal  and  sale  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884.  {See  Oregon.)  A 
X)ortion  of  these  lands  in  Nevada  has  been  allotted  to  Indians. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

Fcyrt  Butler y  situated  in  San  Miguel  County,  in  Ts.  12  and  13  N.,  Rs.  27.  38,  and 
29E.  Established  March  22, 1861.  Relinquished  July  22. 1884,  under  act  of  July  5, 
1884,  without  improvements.  Area  not  known,  but  mostly  within  private  grants. 
The  portion  outside  of  the  said  grants  contains  3,043.48  acres,  of  which  32.70  acres 
are  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  leaving  3,010.78  acres  subject  to  appraisal 
and  euaJe. 

Fart  Craig,  situated  in  Socorro  County,  in  Ts.  7  and  8  S. ,  Rs.  2  and  3  W.  Estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  of  September  23,  1869.  As  established  this  reservation 
embraced  an  area  of  24,895  acres,  about  half  of  which  is  within  the  private  claim 
.of  Pedro  Armendaris,  No.  34,  which  was  patented  September  17,  1878,  said  patent 
containing  a  clause  reserving  to  the  United  States  title  in  the  buildings  of  the  late 
fort,  whicn  were  situated  within  the  limits  of  said  claim.  On  February  9, 1885, 
this  office  suggested  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  that  when  said  reservation 
has  been  formally  turned  over  to  this  Department  the  case  should  be  presented  to 
the  Attorney-General  for  his  examination  and  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  in  the  premises. 

The  reservation  was  relinquished  March  3,  1885,  act  July  5, 1884,  with  22  build- 
ings, which  were  sold  May  1 ,  1894.  The  area  of  the  portion  of  the  reservation  out- 
side of  the  Armendaris  claim  is  shown  by  the  official  plats  of  survey  to  be  12,114.91 
act«8,  of  which  479.60  acres  are  within  a  school  section  and  reserved  under  the 
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school  grant.  The  remainder,  1 1 ,635. 31  acres,  is  ready  for  appraisal  and  sale.  The 
local  officers  were  instructed  May  19, 1893,  to  allow  homestead  entries  for  said 
remainder  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884.  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  23, 
1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  are  applicable  to  this  reservation,  which  has  been  appraised 
for  disposal  thereunder. 

Fort  Cumming8j  sitaated  in  Grant  County,  in  T.  21  S.,  Rs.  7  and  8  W.  Estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  of  Anril  29, 1870.  Enlarged  November  9, 1880.  Relin- 
quished October  7,  1891,  act  July  5, 1884,  with  one  old  fort,  two  sets  of  quarters  in 
a  ruinous  condition  and  of  no  value  Surveyed.  Area,  23,150  acres.  The  local 
officers  were  instructed  May  19, 1893,  to  allow  homestead  entries  under  the  act  of 
July  5, 1884.  The  act  of  February  1, 1894,  reserves  a  spring  on  the  reservation  for 
the  use  of  the  ]public,  and  grants  the  Rio  Grande,  Mexico  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  the  right  to  use  water  from  said  spring  to  operate  the  road,  under  the 
directions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Appraised  in  accordance  with  and 
subject  to  disposal  under  the  act  of  August  23,  1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  McHaBy  situated  in  Sierra  County,  in  T.  13  S.,  R.  3  W.  Established  by 
Executive  order  of  May  28, 1869.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884.  Said  reservation 
falls  entirely  within  the  patented  private-land  grant  of  Armendaris,  No.  33. 

Fart  Marcy,  situated  in  the  city  of  Santa  Fe,  Santa  Fe  County.  Established  by 
Executive  order  of  August  28, 1868.  Relinquished  by  authority  of  Executive  order 
of  October  7, 1891.  Reestablished  by  Executive  order  of  November  12, 1891 .  Again 
relinquished  under  Executive  order  of  June  15,  1895,  for  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884.    Not  surveyed. 

Fort  Selden,  situated  in  Donna  Ana  County,  in  T.  21 S. ,  Rs.  1 E.  and  1 W.  Estab- 
lished November  28,  1870.  Relinquished  March  17,  1892,  act  July  5, 1884.  The 
War  Department  reports  17  buildings,  valued  at  $9,095.13,  transferred  with  the 
reservation.  The  buildings  are  situated  on  the  NW.  i  sec.  14,  and  there  is  a  ceme- 
tery on  the  SW.  i  SW.  i  sec.  11 ,  T.  21  S. ,  R.  1  W.  Surveyed.  Area,  9,290.30  acres. 
The  local  officers  were  instructed  May  19,  1893,  to  allow  homestead  entries  under 
the  act  of  July  5, 1884.  The  reservation  is  within  the  scope  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  August  23, 1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491),  and  has  been  appraised  for  disposal 
thereunder.    Buildings  dismantled. 

Fort  Stanton,  situated  in  Lincoln  County  on  the  Rio  Bonito,  the  center  being 
about  9  miles  from  the  town  of  Placita,  on  the  Rio  Hondo.  Established  by  Execu- 
tive order  of  May  12, 1859.  Reduced  by  the  act  of  May  21, 1872  (17  Stat.  L.,  139) ,  to 
a  tract  not  exceeding  16  square  miles.  Relinquished  December  30, 1895,  with  38 
buildings.  These  have  been  appraised,  but  action  looking  to  the  disposal  thereof 
suspended,  x)ending  proposed  legislation.  Land  not  surveyed.  Estimated  area, 
10.240  acres. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  situated  in  Morton  County,  in  Ts.  187  and  138  N.,  Rs. 
80  and  81  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  February  11,1873.  Enlarged 
December  17, 1875.  Relinquished  September  10, 1891,  for  dispcisal  under  act  of 
July  5, 1884,  or  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  odd-numbered  sections  of  that 
portion  reserved  subsequent  to  May  26, 1873,  the  date  when  the  maps  of  the  route 
of  definite  location  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  were  filed,  being  within  the 
limits  of  the  land  granted  to  said  road,  is  subject  to  said  grant.  Surveyed.  Area^ 
13,027.59  acres.  Subject  to  disposal  under  act  of  August  23,  1894  (28  Stat.  L., 
491),  and  appraised  for  that  purpose. 

The  act  (sundry  civil)  of  Junell,1896  (Public— No.  213),  grants  authority  to  the 
city  of  Bismarck  to  use  Sibley  Island,  which  is  a  part  of  this  reservation,  for  a 
public  park,  upon  lease  from  the  Government  through  the  Interior  Department. 
The  lands  on  this  island  have  been  reserved  from  settlement  and  entry. 

Fort  Buford  (portion),  situated  in  Billings  and  Williams  counties,  in  T.  155  N., 
Rs.  100  and  101  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  18, 1868.  Modi- 
fied by  Executive  order  of  January  17,  1888.  Relinquished  for  disposal  under 
act  July  5,  1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  July  20, 1891.    Unsurveyed. 

Fort  Buford  (remainder) ,  partly  in  Montana.  On  Missouri  and  Yellowstone 
rivers.  Placed  under  the  control  of  the  Interior  Department  October  25,  1895, 
Unsurveyed.  Estimated  area,  568,720  acres.  Report  of  Secretary  of  War  of 
December  11, 1895,  shows  65  buildings  on  the  land.  Lands  are  subject  to  disposal 
only  under  the  act  of  July  5,  1884. 

Fort  Penibina,  situated  in  Pembina  County ,  and  comprises  sections  16, 17, 18,  and 
fractional  section  15,  T.  163  N.,  R.  51  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  Octo- 
ber 4, 1870,  and  relinquished  November  27, 1895.  Area,  1,899.08  acres.  Thirty-six 
buildings  are  on  the  reservation. 
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Fort  Rice  J  situated  in  Barleigh,  Morton,  and  ESmmons  ooanties,  in  Ts.  134, 135, 
186, 137, 188  N. ,  Rs.  78, 79,  and  80  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  September 
2, 1864.  Relinquished  July  22, 1884,  without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area, 
112,862.87  acres.  About  203.76  acres  were  entered  and  patented  under  a  fonnef 
erroneous  plat  of  survey,  13.84  acres  embraced  are  in  a  pending  timber-caltnre 
entry,  5,591.71  acres  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  1,884.96  acres  bsTe 
been  entered  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884.  The  remainder  has 
been  appraised  and  is  subject  to  disposal  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Augnst 
23, 1894  (38  Stat.  L.,  491 ) ,  except  such  lands  as  may  be  selected  by  the  State  of  North 
Dakota  under  the  act  of  March  2, 1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  939),  which  allows  the  State  to 
select  lands  in  this  reservation  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  act  in  part  or 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  grant  to  the  State  made  by  the  act  of  February  22, 1889 
(25  Stat.  L.,  681). 

Fort  Stevenson,  situated  in  Stevens,  McLean,  and  Mercer  counties,  in  T.  147  N., 
Rs.  84, 85, 86,  and  87  W. ,  and  T.  148  N. ,  R.  85  W.  Established  by  Executive  order 
of  June  30, 1868.  Transferred  to  control  of  Interior  Department  for  Indian  scbod 
purposes  August  7, 1883.  Relinquished  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884, 
oy  authority  of  Executive  order  of  February  12, 1895.    Unsurveyed. 

OKLAHOMA. 

Council  Orove,  in  Oklahoma  County.  The  reservation  embraces  the  SW.  i  sec. 
15,  S.  i  sees.  16  and  17,  SE.  i  sec.  18,  E.  ^  sec.  19,  all  of  sees.  20,  21,  28,  and  29,  W. 
I  sees.  23  and  27,  E.  i  sec.  80,  the  NE.  i  sec.  81,  the  N.  i  sees.  32  and  33.  and  the 
NW.  i  sec.  34,  T.  12  N. ,  R.  4  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  December  26. 
1885.  Relinquished  for  disposal  under  act  of  July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Elxecn- 
tive  order  of  January  14, 1895.  Surveyed.  Area,  5,760  acres.  Appraised  and  1,000 
acres  sold  August  11, 1896.    Remainder  subject  to  reofferins. 

Oklahoma  Station,  situated  in  Oklahoma  County.  Established  by  Executive 
order  of  April  9, 1889.  Relinquished  September  28, 1892,  for  disposal  under  the 
act  of  July  5,  1884,  or  as  may  be  otherwise  provided  by  law.  Surveyed.  Ar«, 
160  acres,  being  the  SW.  i  sec.  34,  T.  12  N.,  R.  3  W.  The  act  of  August  8, 1894. 
grants  this  reservation  to  the  city  of  Oklahoma  for  school  purposes. 

Fort  Supply,  situated  in  Woodward  County.  Embraces  all  of  T.  24  N.,  R.  23 
W.,  the  a  i  of  T.  25  N.,  R.  22  W.,  and  the  SW.  i  of  T.  25  N.,  R.  21  W.  Estab- 
lished  by  Executive  order  of  April  18,  1882.  Enlarged  by  Executive  order  of 
January  17,  1883.  Relinquished,  with  improvements,  for  disposal  under  act  of 
July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  November  5, 1894.  Surveyed. 
Area,  39,356.63  acres. 

Dei)artmental  order  of  May  4, 1895,  directs  that  in  view  of  projKMed  legislation 
no  action  be  taken  looking  to  the  disposal  of  this  reservation. 

OREGON. 

Fort  Klamath  (post  and  hay  reserves),  situated  in  Klamath  County,  in  T.  88  S.. 
R.  7^  E.  Established  April  6, 1869.  Relinauished  May  4, 1886.  The  greater  put 
of  the  post  reserve  is  within  the  Klamath  Indian  Reservation  and  reverts  to  said 
Indians.  The  buildings  on  said  lands  were,  by  order  of  the  Department,  on  Sep- 
tember 14, 1891,  turned  over  to  the  Indian  Bureau  for  disposal  for  the  benefit  of 

the  Indians.  . ,  ,   „ 

About  120  acres  of  the  hay  reserve  are  in  the  said  Indian  reservation  and  revert 

to  the  Indians.  ,    ,,  .        .  , 

The  act  of  March  31, 1896  (29  Stat., 84),  opens  to  the  operation  of  the  homestead 
law  all  lands  in  the  hay  reserve  not  included  in  the  Indian  reservation,  the  dis- 
posal, however,  to  be  made  in  tracts  not  exceeding  80  acres  to  any  one  bona  fide 

settler 

FortMcDermit  (military  hay  reservation— portion  in  Humboldt  County,  Nev.), 
situated  in  Malheur  County.  Established  by  Elxecutive  order  of  September  8, 
1867.  Relinquished  without  improvements  December  1,  1886,  for  disposal  under 
act  of  July  5,  1884.  By  act  of  October  1, 1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  561),  the  agricultural 
lands  in  this  reservation  lying  within  the  State  of  Nevada  vrere  made  subject  to 
disposal  for  homestead  entries  qnly.  The  area  of  said  portion  lying  in  Oregon  is 
1,611,75  acres.    Reported  for  appraisal  and  sale  July  16, 1891. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Fort  RanddR  (part  east  of  the  Missouri  River) ,  situated  in  Charles  Mix  Comity, 
in  Ts.  96  and  97  N.,  Rs.  66,  67,  and  68  W.  Established  June  14,  1860.  Relin- 
qoished  July  22 ,  1884,  without  improvements.  Disposed  of  under  the  act  of  October 
1,  1890  (26Stat.  L.,  646). 

Fort  Randall  (part  west  of  Missouri  River— »66  also  Nebraska),  situated  in 
Gregory  County.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  June  14, 1860.  Relinquished 
October  28, 1893,  with  50  buildings.  Surveyed.  Area,  64,479.05  acres.  Act  of 
March  3, 1893  (27  Stat.  L.,  593),  provides  that  all  that  portion  of  the  reservation 
in  this  State  may  be  selected  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  said  act  or  the 
approval  of  the  survey  by  the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  providing  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  approved  February  23,  1889. 

Fori  Sisseton,  formerly  Fort  Wads  worth,  situated  in  Marshall  County,  in  Ts. 
124,  125, 126,  and  127  N.,  Rs.  55  and  56  W.  Established  by  Executive  orders  of 
October  14, 1867,  and  February  7, 1871 .  Relinquished  April  22, 1889,  with  improve- 
ments. The  reservation  and  buildings  were  granted  to  the  State  by  the  act  of 
October  1,  1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  646).    Surveyed  area,  79,400  acres. 

Fort  Stilly,  situated  in  Sully  and  Hughes  counties,  in  T.  112  N.,  R.  80  W.,  T. 
113  N.,  Rs.  80  and  81  W.,  and  T.  114  N.,  R.  81  W.  Established  by  Executive 
order  of  December  10, 1869.  Modified  by  Executive  order  of  January  17,  1877. 
Relinquished  for  disiK>sal  under  act  of  July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive 
order  of  November  5, 1894.    Unsurveyed. 

The  act  of  May  28,  1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  189) ,  provides  that  the  lands  in  this  reserva- 
tion may  be  selected  by  the  State,  within  one  year  after  its  passage  or  after  the 
approval  of  the  survey,  as  part  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  State  under  the  act  of 
admission,  and  for  indemnity  school  lands;  provided,  that  the  State  shall  have  a 
preference  right  over  any  person  or  corporation  in  selecting  said  lands  for  a  period 
of  60  days  after  they  become  subject  to  selection;  and  provided  further,  that  such 
preference  right  shall  not  accrue  as  against  bona  fide  settlers  at  the  date  of  the  act. 

TEXAS. 

Block  108 J  located  in  the  city  of  Houston,  Tex.  Area,  1.35  acres.  Relinquished 
January  16, 1891,  for  disposal  under  act  of  July  5,  1884.  Act  of  March  1,  1889  (25 
Stat.  L.,  781),  provides,  however,  that  said  lot  shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Fort  Elliott y  situated  in  Wheeler  County.  Date  of  establishment  does  not  appear. 
Relinquished  October  2,  1890,  with  38  buildings,  valued  at  $32,320.  Surveyed  by 
the  State  of  Texas.    Area,  2,560  acres. 

Fort  Hancock,  situated  in  El  Paso  County,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  54  miles  southwest 
of  El  Paso.  War  Department  on  October  8, 1895,  reported  that  the  property  was 
acquired  by  purchases  made  April  14  and  August  31, 1883.  Relinquished  October 
25,  1895,  with  38  buildings.  Area,  469.2  acres.  Not  surveyed  by  the  Land 
Department. 

UTAH. 

Fori  Cameron,  formerly  Beaver  Canyon,  in  T.  29  S.,  R.  7  W.  Established  May 
12, 1873.  Enlarged  by  President  s  orders  of  April  13, 1877,  and  November  10, 1879. 
Relinquished  July  2,  1885,  under  act  of  July  5,  1884.  No  improvements.  Sur- 
veyed. Area,  22,820.74  acres.  Subject  to  disposal  under  act  of  August  23,  1894 
(28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Fort  Douglas.  Established  September  3, 1867.  A  portion  of,  comprising  151.81 
acres,  disponed  of  under  act  of  Jannary  21. 1885,  authorizing  its  relinquishment. 

Fort  Crittenden,  formerly  Camp  Floyd,  in  Ts.  4, 5, 6, 7,  and  8  S.,  R.  2  W..  and  Ts. 
5,  6,  7,  and  8  S.,  R.  3  W.  Established  July  14,  1859.  Relinquished  July  22,  1884, 
for  disx>osal  under  act  of  July  5, 1884.  Area,  173,664.68  acres.  No  improvements. 
Surveyed.  Local  officers  instructed  December  12, 1892,  to  allow  homestead  entries 
under  act  of  July  5,  1884.  Subject  to  disposal  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
August  23,  1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

Bush  Lake  Valley,  in  Ts.  4  and  5  S.,  R.  5  W.  Established  February  4,  1855. 
Relinquished  July  22, 1884.  Area,  5,131.47  acres.  No  improvements.  Surveyed. 
Local  officers  instructed  November  7, 1893,  to  allow  homestead  entries  under  act 
of  July  5, 1884.  Subject  to  disposal  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  23, 
1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 
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Fort  lliornburg  (poet,  wood,  and  timber)  in  T.  3  S. ,  R.  20  E.,  and  T.  4 S.,  R.  21 
E.  Established  by  Ezecntive  order  May  12,  1883.  Relinquished  Jnly  22,  1884 
Act  Jnly  5,  1884.  Offer  of  $500  for  improvements  referred  to  Interior  Depart- 
ment. Under  contract  for  survey.  Estimated  area,  21,851  acres.  Subject  to  dis- 
posal under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  23,  1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  491). 

WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Walla  Walla,  in  Ts.  7  and  8  N.,  R.  35  E.,  and  T.  7  N.,  R.  36  E.,  was  estab- 
lished by  Executive  order  May  22,  1859,  and  originally  consisted  of  three  tracts, 
post,  hay,  and  timber  reserves,  containing  about  640  acres  each.  On  October  7, 
1869,  the  War  Department  relinquished  the  hay  and  wood  reserve.  The  act  of 
April  29, 1872,  provided  for  disposal  of  theN.  |  sec.  26,T.  8N.,  R.  35  E.,  to  JohnC. 
Smith.  Act  of  June  8,  1872  (17  Stat.  L.,  336),  provided  for  sale  of  Fort  Walla 
Walla,  and  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts,  or  town  lots. 

On  July  16, 1872,  the  Secretary  of  War  transferred  the  post  reserve  to  Interior 
Department  for  disi>osal  in  accordance  with  the  acts  of  Congress  apx)roved  Febm- 
ary  24,  1871,  but  on  July  17,  1873,  asked  for  susx>ension  of  steps  loolnng  to  the  dis- 
posal thereof.  On  August  2, 1873,  the  War  Department  resumed  occupancy,  and 
on  August  7,  1873,  the  Secretarv  of  the  Interior  consented  to  a  x>ostponement  of 
the  sale.  On  October  26, 1875,  all  the  timber  and  part  of  the  hay  reserve,  viz,  the 
N.  i  sec.  26,  granted  to  Smith  by  ac!t  of  April  27,  1872,  were  again  transferred  by 
the  War  Department  to  the  Interior.  On  May  3,  1880,  the  remainder  of  the  hay 
reserve  and  lot  5,  sec.  25,  T.  7  N.,  R.  35  E.,  and  lots  7,  8,  and  9,  sec.  30,  T.  7  N..  R. 
36  E.,  embraced  in  the  post  reserve,  were  relinquished  by  the  War  Department 

The  act  of  March  22, 1876  (19  Stat.  L.,  417),  granted  the  timber  reserve  to  the 
widow  and  heirs  of  James  Sinclair. 

On  June  13,  1881,  an  appraisal  of  the  lots  was  made,  but  the  same  was  not 
approved.  A  reappraisement  was  made  October  10, 1888,  and  was  transmitted  to 
the  Interior  Department  June  15,  1889.  Area,  539.31  acres;  value,  $8,550.78.  On 
February  23, 1892,  this  office  made  a  report  on  Senate  bill  No.  1140,  for  the  reUef 
of  John  C.  Smith  and  others,  which  failed  to  become  a  law.  On  May  20,  1892,  the 
register  and  receiver  reported  favorably  on  the  appraisal,  and  on  June  10,  1892, 
reported  that  the  records  of  the  local  office  do  not  show  the  compliance  of  John  C. 
Smith  with  the  requirements  of  act  of  April  29,  1872.  Said  reports  of  May  20  and 
June  10,  1892,  were  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  July  9, 1892, 
with  a  recommendation  that  the  sale  of  these  lands  be  postponed  pending  action 
on  the  Senate  bill  above  mentioned. 

Fort  Cohnlle  (post  and  wood  reserves),  situated  in  Stevens  County,  in  Ts.  35 
and  36  N.,  R.  39  E.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  January  27,  1871.  Relin- 
quished February  26, 1887,  with  quarters  for  5  officers  and  4  companies.  1  hospital, 
and  2  storehouses.    Value  unknown.    Surveyed.    Area,  1,045.41  acres. 

Point  Roberts,  situated  in  Whatcom  County,  in  T.  40  N.,  R.  3  W.  Established 
by  Executive  order  of  September  13, 1859.  Relinquished  June  28,  1890,  without 
improvements.  On  November  18,  1890,  the  Department  directed  this  office  to 
take  no  steps  looking  to  the  disposal  of  the  land.  This  latter  order  was  revoked 
March  28,  1892.  On  May  6,  1890,  sec.  9  and  W.  i  sec.  10  (containing  264  acres) 
were  reserved  for  light-house  purposes.  Surveyed,  Area,  2,170.50  acres.  Ready 
for  appraisal. 

Fort  Steilacoom,  situated  in  Pierce  County,  in  Ts.  19  and  20  N.,  R.  2  K  Estab- 
lished April  18,  1861.  Relinquished  July  22,  ia84,  with  improvements,  which 
were  donated  to  "Washington  Territory"  nrior  to  the  transfer.  Surveyed. 
Original  area,  2v^9  acres,  all  of  which  has  been  aisposed  of  except  112.48  acres. 

Ht'serwUion  on  the  west  side  of  narrows  of  Puget  Sound,  at  south  side  of 


for  disposal  undor  act  of  J'uly  5.  1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  October 
18.1894.    SurvovoO.     Aroa.  580. 10  acres.  ^   .     ^.  ^       . 

HrsvnHUioti  oil  tho  wtvst  side  of  narrows  of  Puget  Sound,  m  Pierce  County, 
eiiibraoiiiK  lots  3  ana  4.  8NV.  \  SE,  I.  and  SW.  } sec.  21,  lots  1,  2,  and  3,  W.  iNE.  h 


in  Pionv  Tomitv.  m\x\  \W^\'r\U^A  ?!!•  S.  Ji  and  fractional  S.  ^  of  N.  i  sec.  32,  lot  8 
and  part  lot  iS,  mw  iW:  lotn  4.  .>.  \^v{  of  lot  3,  and  NE,  i  SE.  i,  sec.  31,  T.  21  N., 
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R.  2  E.;  lots  1  and  2,  sec.  5,  and  lot  3,  sec.  6,  T.  20  N.,  R.  2  E.  Established  by 
Executive  order  of  September  22,  1866.  Relinqnished  for  disposal  nnder  act  of 
July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  October  18, 1894.  Surveyed,  but 
further  action  necessary  to  define  northern  boundary,  which  crosses  subdivisions, 
so  that  the  portions  of  such  subdivisions  within  the  reservation  may  be  indicated 
on  the  township  plat.    Estimated  area,  635  acres. 

Reservation  on  the  north  side  of  Gig  Harbor,  at  narrows  of  Puget  Sound,  in 
Pierce  County,  embracing:  lots  1, 2, 3,  and  NW.  i  NW.  \  sec.  4;  lots  2, 3, 4, 5, 6,  NE. 
i  and  NE.  i  SE.  i  sec.  5;  lot  1,  sec.  8,  T.  21  N.,  R.  2  E. ;  SE.  i  SE.  i  sec.  32,  and  lot  4 
and  SW.  i  SW.  i  sec.  38,  T.  22  N.,  R.  2  E.  Established  by  Executive  order  of 
June  9, 1868.  Relinquished  for  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  by  authority 
of  Executive  order  of  October  18, 1894.    Surveyed.    Area,  633.33  acres. 

Sueia  Island,  situated,  approximately,  in  T.  38  N.,  R.  2  W.  Executive  order  of 
March  4, 1896,  reserved  the  island  for  military  purposes,  except  part  needed  for 
light-house.  Executive  order  of  December  12,  1896,  transferred  that  part  of  the 
military  reservation  embraced  in  mineral  application  No.  97  of  Simon  P.  Ran- 
dolph (mineral  survey  No.  314)  to  this  Department  for  disposal  under  act  of  July 
5,  1884.     (See  23  L.  D.,  516.) 

WYOMINO. 

Fort  Bridger,  remainder,  situated  in  Uinta  County,  in  Ts.  15  and  16  N.,  R.  115  W. 
Relocated  by  authority  of  the  act  of  February  24, 1871  (16  Stat.  L.,  430).  Relin- 
quished October  2, 1890,  with  51  buildings,  valued  at  $27,735.  Surveyed.  Area, 
10,941.06  acres.  The  buildings  and  lands  have  been  appraised,  and  the  buildings 
were  sold  at  public  sale  September  14,  1892.  Subject  to  disposal  under  the  act  of 
August  23, 1894.     (28  Stat  L. ,  491. ) 

Fort  Bridger,  coal  reserve,  situated  in  Uinta  County,  comprising  lots  9, 10,  11, 
section  So,  T.  14  N.,  R.  119  W.  Established  April  6,  1859.  Relinquished  July  22. 
1885,  without  improvements.    Surveyed.    Area,  99.17  acres.    Ready  for  appraisal. 

Fort  Fetterman,  hay  reserve,  situated  in  Albany  County,  in  Ts.  32,  33,  and  34  N., 
Rs.  75,  76,  and  77  W.  Established  by  Executive  order  of  August  29, 1872.  Relin- 
quished July  22, 1884,  without  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  2,620.91  acres,  of 
which  12.59  acres  have  been  disposed  of  under  the  coal-land  laws;  182.84  acres 
have  been  entered  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  5, 1884,  and  4.12  acres 
are  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools.  The  remainder  was  made  subject  to  disposal 
under  the  homestead  laws  by  the  act  of  December  22,  1892  (27  Stat.  L.,  408). 

Fort  Fetterman,  post  reserve,  situated  in  Albany  County,  in  Ts.  32  and  33  N., 
Rs.  71,  73,  and  73  W.  Established  June  28,  1869.  Relinquished  July  22,  1884. 
Surveyed.  Ai'ea,  36,495.65  acres.  Disposed  of  under  the  act  of  July  10,  1890  (26 
Stat.  L.,  227). 

Fort  Fetterman,  new  wood  reserve,  situated  in  Albany  County,  in  Ts.  28  and 
29  N.,  R.  71  W.  Established  February  9, 1877.  Relinquished  July  22,  1884,  with- 
out  improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  1,262.76  acres.  Made  subject  to  disposal 
under  the  homestead  laws  by  the  act  of  December  22,  1892  (27  Stat.  L.,  408). 

FoKt  Fetterman,  old  wood  reserve,  situated  in  Albany  County,  in  T.  32  N.,  Rs. 
74  and  75  W.  Established  August  29, 1872.  Relinauished  July  22, 1884,  without 
improvements.  Surveyed.  Area,  4,685.89  acres.  Made  subject  to  disposal  under 
the  homestead  law  by  the  act  of  December  22, 1892  (27  Stat.  L.,  408). 

Fort  Fred  Steeleyjpost  reserve,  situated  in  Carbon  County,  in  Ts.  20  and  21  N., 
Rs.  84  and  85  W.  Established  June  28, 1869.  Relinqnished  August  9,  1886,  with 
34  buildings.  Surveyed.  Area,  22,269.65  acres.  The  land,  except  the  cemetery 
lot,  is  subiect  to  disposal  under  the  act  of  July  10,  1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  227).  The 
buildings  have  been  appraised  and  were  sold  June  7,  1892,  except  five,  and  the 
amount  realized  is  $1,316.50.  The  remaining  buildings  were  sold  February  25, 
1893,  for  $127.10. 

Fort  Fred  Steele,  wood  reserve,  situated  in  Carbon  County,  in  Ts.  16  and  17  N., 
Rs.  80  and  81  W.  Established  November  9, 1880.  Relinquished  August  9,  1886, 
without  improvements.  Partially  surveyed.  Surveyed  portion,  1,283.04  acres, 
ready  for  appraisal. 

Fort  Mckinney  (portion),  situated  in  Johnson  County,  in  Ts.  50  and  51  N.,  R. 
82  W.  Established  July  2, 1879;  enlarged  February  2,  1880.  By  Executive  order 
of  January  9, 1889,  the  eastern  boundary  of  said  reservation  was  withdrawn  one- 
fourth  mile  westward.  Surveyed.  Area,  680.30^re8,  of  which  357.56  acres  have 
been  granted  to  the  city  of  Buffalo,  Wyo.,  by  the  act  of  June  17,  1890  (26  Stat. 
L. ,  158) .    The  remainder  is  ready  for  appraisal. 
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Fori  JfciTtniiey  (remainder) ,  situated  in  Johnson  Connty,  in  Ts.  50  and  51 K.. 
R8.  82,  83,  and  84  W.  Established  by  Ezecntiye  order  of  July  2,  1879.  Enlarged 
by  Execntive  order  of  Febmary  2, 1880.  Relinquished,  with  improvementB,  for 
disposal  nnder  act  of  July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  November 
5, 1894.    Unsurveyed. 

By  the  act  of  March  2, 1895  (28  Stat.  L. ,  988) ,  not  to  exceed  two  sections  of  land, 
including  buildings,  in  this  reservation  are  granted  to  the  State  of  Wyoming,  tbe 
lands  to  oe  selected  by  the  governor. 

Depot  McKinney,  situated  in  Pierce  County,  in  sees.  8,  9, 16,  and  17,  T.  44  N.,  R. 
78  W .  Established  by  Executive  order  of  July  2, 1879.  Relinquished  for  disposal 
under  tbe  act  of  July  5, 1884,  by  authority  of  Executive  order  of  December  5, 1894. 
Unsurveyed. 

Fort  Laramie^  x>ost,  situated  in  Laramie  County,  in  Ts.  25  and  26  N.,  Rs.  64  and 
65  W,  Essablished  June  28,  1869.  Relinq^uished  May  28,  1890,  with  one  set  of 
quarters,  two  wagon  bridges,  one  footbndse,  and  flagstaff.  Value  unknown. 
Surveyed.  Area,  33,415.24  acres.  Lands  to  be  disposed  of  under  the  act  of  Jnlr 
10, 1890  (26  Stat.  L.,  227).  The  buildings  have  not  been  appraised.  Theactof 
June  14, 1894,  donates  to  the  county  of  Laramie,  for  the  use  of  the  public  and  the 
military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  the  bridges  on  said  reservation,  and 
reserves  from  sale  and  entry  the  pounds  upon  which  said  bridges  are  located 
and  sufficient  land  for  their  protection  and  for  approaches  thereto. 

Fort  Sanders^  situated  in  Albany  County,  in  Ts.  14  and  15  N.,  Rs.  73  and  74  W. 
Established  January  7, 1867.  Reunquished  September  6,  1884,  without  improve- 
ments. Act  of  May  28,  1888  (25  Stat.  L„  158),  grants  640  acres  to  the  State  for 
the  establishment  or  a  fish  hatchery.  Surveyed.  Area,  19,428.03  acres.  Diroosed 
of  by  the  act  of  July  10, 1890.     (26  Stat.  L.,  227.) 


DISTRICT  LAND  OPPICKS— CHANGE  OF  BOUNDARY  BETWEEN  HUNT8VILUE  A5D 
MONTGOMERY,  ALA.,  DISTRICTS— ESTABLISHMENT  OP  NEW  OFFICES  IN  MONTAKA 
AND  OKLAHOMA— LIST  OP  OFFICES  EXISTING  JULY  1,  1807.  . 

No,  980, — Notice  of  the  change  of  boundary  line  between  the  HuntsviUe  and  Mont- 
gomery land  districts  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  ExecntiTe 
order  dated  September  5, 1896,  has,  pursuant  to  law,  directed  that  the  boundarj 
line  between  the  HuntsviUe  and  Montgomery  land  districts  in  Alabama,  running 
throughTs.  13andl4S.,R.6E.,Ts.l2andl3S.,R.7E.,andT.  12S.,R,  8E.,which 
is  now  identical  with  the  boundary  line  between  Etowah  and  Calhoun  counties 
as  it  existed  at  the  date  of  Executive  order  issued  January  23, 1872,  be  changed  to 
run  conformably  to  legal  subdivisions  along  section  lines  as  follows:  Beginning 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  sec.  86,  T.  12  S.,  B.  8  E.;  thence  westerly  to  the  north- 
west corner  sec.  81,  said  township  and  range;  thence  southerly  to  the  southwest 
corner  said  sec.  31;  thence  westerly  to  the  northwest  comer  sec.  1,  T.  13  S.^R.  7 
E. ;  thence  southerly  to  the  southwest  comer  said  sec.  1 ;  thence  westerly  to  tbe 
northwest  comer  sec.  10,  said  township;  thence  southerly  to  the  southwest  comer 
said  sec.  10;  thence  westerly  to  the  northwest  comer  sec.  17,  said  township;  ^enoe 
southerly  to  the  southwest  corner  said  sec.  17;  thence  westerly  to  the  nortiiwest 
comer  sec.  19,  said  township;  thence  southerly  to  the  southwest  corner  said  sec 
19;  thence  westerly  to  the  northwest  corner  sec.  26,  T.  13  S.,  R.  6  E. ;  thence  south- 
erly to  the  southwest  comer  said  sec.  26;  thence  westerly  to  the  northwest  comer 
sec.  34,  said  township;  thence  southerly  to  the  southwest  comer  said  sec.  34,  thence 
westerly  to  the  Coosa  River. 

The  land  in  the  townships  described  lying  north  and  west  of  said  line  shall  be 
in  the  HuntsviUe  district  and  that  lying  south  and  east  of  said  line  shall  be  in  the 

Montgomerv  district. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  9th  day  of  September, 

A.  D.  1890. 

By  the  President: 

Silas  W.  Lamoreux, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 
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No.  981, — Notice  of  the  establishment  of  a  land  office  at  Manffum,  Greer  County, 

Okla. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  January  18, 1897,  all 
that  portion  of  the  pablic  lands  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Greer  Connty,  in 
the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  are  made  subject  to  entry  at  a  land  office  established 
at  Man  gum  in  said  County. 

Further  notice  of  the  precise  time  when  the  land  office  at  Mangum  will  be  open 
for  the  transaction  of  public  business  will  be  g^ven  by  the  register  and  receiver  by 
publication. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  twenty-seventh  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1897.- 

By  the  President: 

S.  W.  Lamoreux, 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 


No,  982, — Notice  of  the  creation  of  an  additional  land  district  in  the  State  of 

Montana. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 1897,  **all 
that  portion  of  the  State  of  Montana  bounded  and  described  as  follows:  Beginning 
at  a  point  on  the  national  boundary  line  where  the  same  would  be  intersected  by 
the  range  line  between  Bs.  14  and  15  W.  of  the  Montana  principal  meridian  when 

I>rojected  (this  line  being  the  present  boundary  between  the  Helena  and  Missoula 
and  district) ;  thence  south  on  said  range  line  between  Bs.  14  and  15  W.  to  the 
southeast  comer  of  T.  22  N.,  B.  15  W.;  thence  west  on  township  line  between  Ts. 
21  and  22  N.  to  the  southwest  corner  of  T.  22  N.,  B.  23  W.;  thence  north  on 
range  line  between  Bs.  23  and  24  W.  to  the  sixth  standard  parallel  north;  thence 
west  on  said  standard  parallel  to  the  southwest  comer  of  T.  25  N.,  B.  26  W.; 
thence  north  on  range  line  between  Bs.  26  and  27  W.  to  northeast  comer  of  T. 
26  N.,  B.  27  W.;  thence  west  on  township  line  between  Ts.  26  and  27  N.  to  the 
northeast  comer  of  T.  26  N.,  B.  30  W. ;  thence  north  on  range  line  between  Bs.  29 
and  30  W.  to  northeast  comer  of  T.  27  N.,  B.  30  W.;  thence  west  on  township 
line  between  Ts.  27  and  28  N.  to  the  northwest  comer  of  T.  27  N.,  B.  31  W.; 
thence  nortii  on  range  line  between  Bs.  31  and  32  W.  to  the  seventh  standard 
parr.llel  north;  thence  west  along  the  seventh  standard  parallel  north  to  the  west- 
em  boundary  of  the  State;  thence  north  on  said  boundary  line  to  the  northwest 
comer  of  the  State  on  the  national  boundary  line  on  the  forty-ninth  parallel,  north 
latitude;  and  thence  east  on  said  national  boundary  line  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  constituted  a  new  land  district,  to  be  called  Flathead 
land  district  of  the  State  of  Montana,  and  the  land  office  for  said  district  shall  be 
located  at  the  town  of  Ktdispell." 

Further  notice  of  the  precise  time  when  the  land  office  at  Ealispell  will  be  ready 
to  receive  applications  and  to  transact  business  relating  to  the  above  lands  will  be 
given  by  the  register  and  receiver  by  publication; 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1897. 

By  the  President: 

E.  F.  Best, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  tJie  General  Land  Office. 
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List  of  United  States  district  land  offices,  June  30, 1897, 


Name  of  office. 


HuntsviUe 

Montffomery 

Sitka 

Prescott 

Tacson 

Camden 

Dardanelle 

Harrison 

Little  Rock 

Humboldt  (Enreka  poet-office). 

Independence 

Lo8  Angeles 

MarysYllle 

Redding 

Sacramento 

San  Francisco 

Stockton 

Sosanvllle 

Visalia 

Akron 

Del  Norte 

Denver 

Dnrango 

aienwood  Springs 

Gnnnison 

Hugo 

Lamar 

Leadville 

Montrose 

Pueblo 

Sterling 

Qainesvllle 

Blackfoot 

Boise 

CoBurd'Alene 

Hailey 

Lewi-ston - 

Des  Moines 

Colby 

DodgelCity 

Topeka  

Wakeeney 

Natchitoches 

New  Orleans 

Grayling 

Marquette 

Crookston 

Dnluth 

Marshall 

St.  Cloud 

Jackson 

Boonville 

Ironton 

Springfield 

Bozeman 

Helena 

Kalispell 

Lewlstown  (Judith  district) 

Miles  City 

Missoula 

Alliance 

Brobenbow 

Lincoln 

McCook 

Neligh 

North  Platte 

O'Neill 

Sidney 

Valentine 

Cai"8onCity 

Clayton 

LasCruces* 

Roswell 

Santa  Pe 

Bismarck 

Devils  Lake 


State  or  Territory 


Alabama 

....  do 

Alaska 

Arizona 

do 

Arkansas 

do 

do 

do 

California 

do. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Colorado 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Florida 

Idaho  

do 

do 

do 

do 

Iowa 

Kansas 

do 

do 

do 

Louisiana 

do 

Michigan 

do 

Minnesota 

do 

do 

do 

Mississippi ... 

Missouri 

do 

do 

Montana 

do 

do 

do 

.....do 

do 

Nebraska 

do 

....do 

....do 

.....do 

...do 

-..-do 

—  ..do 

do 

Nevada 

New  Mexico. - 

...do 

...-do 

...do 

North  Dakota 
...do 


Date  of  act 
or  Executive 

order 
authorizing 
the  estab- 
lishment. 


Mar.  3.1807 
July  10, 1838 
May  17. 18^ 
Nov.  3,1868 
Apr.  22, 1881 
Jan.  10.1871 
JulyU.lSTO 

do 

Feb.  17, 1818 
Mar.  29, 1858 
Apr.  23. 1886 
Junel2,1869 
Mar.  3.1853 
May  13. 1890 
July  2«,  1866 
Jan.  16.1&57 
Mar.  29, 1858 
Feb.  10. 1871 
Mar.  29, 1858 
Feb.  6.1890 
June23. 1874 
June  4,1864 
Apr.  20, 1882 
July  3,1884 
Oct.  20. 1882 
Feb.  6.1890 
Aug.  4.1886 
Apr.  5,1879 
Jan.  4,1888 
May  27, 1870 
Feb.  6.1890 
June  8,1872 
Sept.  3,1886 
July  28. 1866 
July  14, 1884 
Jan.  24. 1883 
July  26. 1866 
Aug.  2. 1852 
Dec.  20, 1893 

do 

July  24, 1861 
July  8,1879 
July  7,1838 
Mar.  3,1811 
Feb.  7.1888 
Mar.  19, 1857 
Apr.  29, 1878 
Mar.  27, 1862 
Feb.  21, 1889 
Feb.  23,1858 
June23.183R 
May  18.  ^57 
May  20, 1861 
June26. 1834 
June20, 1874 
Mar.  2.1867 
Mar.  2,1897 
Apr.  1,1890 
Apr.  30, 1880 
Apr.  1,1890 
Apr.  16. 1890 

do 

July  7.1888 
June  19. 1882 
June28, 1881 
Apr.  22. 1872 
Apr.  7,1888 
May  3,1886 
Junel9.1882 
July  2,1862 
Dec.  18,1888 
Mar.  10, 1883 
Mar.  1,1889 
May  24. 1858 
Apr.  24, 1874 
Mar.  3.1883 


Date  of 
opening,  a 


July  2r.l«10 
6Jan.  1,1834 
Feb.  1.1885 
Oct.  1,1870 
July  1,1881 
Mar.  20. 1^ 
May  31.1871 
Feb.  27,1871 
Sept.  1.1821 
July  21.1858 
BAar.  ^lft<7 
Sept.  22. 1889 
Apr.  27.1858 
July  15.1890 
Nov.  12,1857 
Nov.  3.1857 
July  1,185S 
Mar.  2.1K71 
July  10.1858 
Aug.  1,1890 
Mar.  22,1875 
Aug.  15.1854 
Oct.  2,  ISS 
Nov.  10.  \m 
Apr.  2,1S»3 
Sept.  7,1880 
Jan.  3. 18^ 
July  1,1879 
Sept.  1.1888 
Jan.  16,1871 

Aug.  \.\m 

Apr.  30,1873 
Nov.  16.L<W 
Jan.  13.];^ 
Doc-  21,1SS5 
July  16.1883 
Sept.  26, 1871 
Jan.  28.1853 
Feb.    5.1»4 
FeK    3.1894 
Sept  10. 1861 
Oct.  20,1879 
Oct.  12,1S» 
Wan.    1.1812 
Apr.  16.1f«8 
July  14,  is.i7 
May    .5.1879 
Jan.  I.'i.l8»a 
Mar.   1.1^ 
Apr.  23.1858 
July25.lST6 
Aug.  1.1*>7 
July   8.18i{l 
Oct.    4.18:8 
Oct.    5.1874 
Apr.  27. 1H67 
July   1.1897 
Nov.  28. 1890 
Oct.  19.188!) 
Apr.  20,1801 
July    1,1890 
July   7,1890 
Sept  i,vm 
June  15,1^ 
July  17. 1882 
Apr.  11.1873 
July  16, 1888 
July   2.1887 
July    7,1883 
Mar.   1.1864 
Aug.  12. 1889 
May    1.1883 
Dec.    9.1^ 
Nov.2*,l*>8 
Oct  12.1874 
Aug.  24, 1883 


a  Where  date  of  opening  is  not  known,  date  of  first  entry  made  at  the  office  is  given,    fr  About 
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List  of  United  States  district  land  offices,  June  30^  1807 — Continued. 


Name  of  office. 


Fargo 

QrandFcM-ks .. 

Minot 

Alva 

Enid 

Outhrie 

Kingfisher 

Mangnm 

Oklanoma 

Perry 

Woodward 

Lagrande 

Lakeview 

Oregon  City  ... 

Bums 

Rosebuiv 

The  Dalles 

Aberdeen 

Chamberlain  .. 

Huron 

Mitchell 

Pierre 

Rapid  City 

Watertown  — 
Salt  Lake  City. 
North  Yakima. 

Olympla 

Seattle 

Spokane  

\ancouver 

Walia  Walla... 

WaterviUe 

Ashland 

Ean  Claire 

Wansau 

Buffalo 

Cheyenne 

Douglas 

Evanston 

Lander 

Sundance 


State  or  Territory. 


North  Dakota 

do 

do 

Oklahoma 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

Oregon 

...yAo'.'.'.'V.'.V. 

do 

do 

do 

South  Dakota 
do 


do 

...  do 

do 

do 

do 

Utah 

Washington 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Wisconsin  . . 

do 

do 

Wyoming . . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Date  of  act 
or  Executive 

order 
authorizing 
the  estab- 
lishment. 


Dec.  20, 
Jan.  21, 
Sept.  26, 
Aug.  25, 

do . 

Mar.  3, 

do. 

Jan.  18. 
May  2, 
Aug.  25, 

do . 

July  3, 
June  6, 
Aug.  34, 
June  ], 
Sept.  15, 
Jan.  11, 
Mar.  23, 
Feb.  10, 
Mar.  23, 
July  14. 
Feb.  10, 
Dec.  13. 
Apr.  5, 
July  16. 
Apr.  11, 
May  16. 
June  27, 
June  23. 
May  16, 
Mar.  3. 
May  16, 
Sept.  28. 
Mar.  3, 
June  19, 
Mar.  3, 
Feb.  5, 
Apr.  23, 
Aug.  0. 
Apr.  23, 
Apr.   3, 


8713 
880 
890 
803 


889 


897 
890 
893 


1886 

877 
864 

8«) 

m) 

875 
882 
890 
882 
880 
890 

KMM 
cxw 

879 

868 

885 

890 

887 

883 

860 

871 

89^) 

886 

857 

872 

887 

870 

890 

87B 

890 

890 


Date  of 
opening,  a 


Sept.  1 
Apr.  20 
Oct.  1 
Sept.  16 

Do. 
Apr.  22 
Apr.  23 
June  24 
Sept.  1 
Sept.  16 

Do. 
Nov.  15 
Aug. 
Jan. 
Sept. 
Jan. 
June 
Oct. 
Apr. 
Oct. 
Jan. 
May  12 
Jan.  15 
May  1 
Nov.  1 
Apr.  24 
Oct.  1 
Dec.  3 
Oct.  1 
July  3 
July  17 
Nov.  6 
Nov.  13 
July  1 
Aug.  19 
May  1 
Aug.  10 
Nov.  1 
Aug.  13 
Nov.  8 
Oct.  27 


874 
880 
891 
893 

889 
897 
890 
893 

867 

877 
855 
889 
800 
875 
8a2 
890 
882 
882 
890 
889 
880 
868 
885 
890 
887 
883 
861 
871 
890 
886 
857 
872 
888 
870 
890 
877 
890 
890 


a  Where  date  of  opening  is  not  known,  date  of  first  entry  made  at  the  office  is  given. 

NoTK.— By  act  of  July  31, 1876,  the  land  offices  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  IllinoiB  were  abolished;  and 
by  act  of  Buirch  3, 1877,  the  vacant  tracts  of  public  land  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Qlinois  are  made 
subject  to  entry  and  location  at  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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VACANT  PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  tables  are  based  on  reports  furnished  by  the  district 
land  offices  and  are  arranged  to  show,  by  States,  Territories,  land  dis- 
tricts, and  counties,  the  area  of  unappropriated  and  unreserved  pub- 
lic lands,  surveyed  and  unsurveyed;  the  area  of  lands  reserved  for 
any  purpose  whatever;  the  area  of  lands  appropriated,  and  the  total 
area  of  each  county,  or  part  of  county,  in  the  respective  land  districts; 
to  which  is  added  a  brief  description  of  the  character  of  the  vacant 
lands. 

The  areas  in  the  column  of  reserved  lands  include  all  lands  reserved 
for  any  purpose  whatsoever  which  may  be  eventuaUy  restored  to  the 
public  domain,  and  those  in  the  column  of  appropriated  lands  include 
all  lands  embraced  in  selections,  filings,  and  entries,  perfected  and 
unperfected,  and  also  the  area  of  lands  granted  for  school  purposes. 

The  quantity  of  appropriated  lands  does  not  show  an  increase  over 
the  quantity  reported  for  the  preceding  year  to  the  extent  of  the  lands 
entered  during  the  fiscal  year  covered  by  this  report,  because  the  areas 
embraced  in  entries,  filings,  or  selections  which  have  been  canceled 
for  any  reason  decreases  the  quantity  of  appropriated  lands.  If  the 
area  relieved  from  appropriation  by  cancellation  of  entries,  filings,  or 
selections  should  exceed  the  area  entered,  selected,  or  filed  upon, 
there  would  be  a  decrease  in  the  area  of  appropriated  lands  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  ai'ea  of  vacant  lands. 

While  the  figures  contained  in  the  tables  may  not  be  absolutely 
correct,  owing  to  liability  to  error  in  a  work  of  such  magnitude  and  to 
the  necessity  of  making  estimates  of  unsurveyed  lands,  it  is  believed 
that  they  are  a  close  approximation  of  the  actual  areas.  The  state- 
ment is  intended  to  inform  correspondents  and  the  general  public  as 
to  whether  there  is  much,  little,  or  no  public  land  in  the  several  land 
States  and  Territories  and  the  land  districts  therein,  and  in  particular 
counties  or  localities. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  vacant  land 
is  in  the  timbered  regions  of  the  Southern  States,  the  lake  region,  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  the  mountainous  and  arid  regions  of  the  far  West, 
and  that  the  portion  of  lands  cultivable  without  clearing  or  irrigation 
is  comparatively  small.  It  is  a  reasonable  conclusion,  however,  that 
the  vast  bodies  of  arid  lands  will  in  time  be  reclaimed  by  irrigation 
as  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Government  to  construct  storage 
basins  and  ditches  for  the  purpose,  seconded,  as  undoubtedly  it  will 
be,  by  private  enterprise. 

In  naming  the  land  districts  iu  the  following  statement  the  names 
of  the  present  offices  are  adopted  as  the  names  of  the  districts,  for  the 
reason  that  districts  are  thus  named  and  known  by  settlers,  and 
because  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  give  the  statutory  names  of  the 
different  districts  created  by  Congress  in  addition  to  the  names  of 
the  offices. 
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150     REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL   LAND    OFFICE. 
Statement,  by  States,  Territories,  and  fa»id  districts,  e^c— Ckmtiimed. 

RECAPITULATION  OP  AREA  IN  ACRES  UNAPPROPRIATED  AND  UNRESERVED,  BT 

LAND  OFFICES  AND  STATES. 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama. 


Arizona. 


Arkansas 


California 


Colorado. 


Florida 
Idaho . . 


Iowa ... 
Kansas. 


Lonlsiana. 


Michigan 


Land  district. 


Huntsvillo  ... 
Montgomery. 


Prescott. 
Tucson  .. 


Camden 

Dardanelle . 
Harrison  ... 
Little  Rock. 


Humboldt 

Independence. 
Los  Angeles... 

Marys  vllle 

Redding 

Sacramento... 
San  Francisco. 

Stockton  

Susan  villc 

Visalia 


Akron 

Del  Norte 

Denver -. 

Durango 

Olenwood  Springs. 

Ounnison 

Hugo 

I.iamar 

Lead  vllle 

Montrose 

Pueblo 

Sterling 


Qaines  vllle. 


Blackfoot  

Boise 

CoBur  d'Alene. 

Hailey 

Lewiston 


Des  Moines  a 


Colby 

Dodge  City. 

Topeka  

Wakeeney  . 


Natchitoches. 
New  Orleans. 


Grayling . . 
Marquette 


Surveyed 
lam 


eye 

id. 


Acres. 
2M,16e 
238.180 


Unsnrvejed 
land. 


6ae.3a0 


6.078,618 
5,853,607 


11,988,225 


829,064 
1,199.454 
1.324,»» 

687,675 


3,922,042 


8,060.765 

8,075,000 

8,272,283 

780,767 

3s,  OlM,  ocRr 

1,155,296 
4,718.989 

779,696 
4,983,245 

636,637 


35,217,527 


1,133,130 
2.315,340 
6,002,490 
2,642,012 
6.668,756 
1,811,678 
1.589,170 
3,086,310 
1,469,843 
3.152,864 
6,426,450 
1,187,790 


85,480,832 


1,633,280 


2,971,722 
2,961,877 

806,951 
2,967.700 

843.686 


10,041,836 


96,789 

733,426 

4,944 

212,430 


1,046,589 


316,649 
463,353 


780,002 


192  215 
380,216 


5;2,431 


Acres. 


24,216.614 
18,251,3r3 


%3, 467,986 


200,443 

8,8&e,000 

2,901,861 

177,629 

291,661 

299,158 

818,404 

70,689 

264.412 

137.280 


8,623.517 


668,000 
336,100 
846,000 
1,877,406 
588,718 


806,898 

997,307 

1,980 


4,556,309 


164,882 


5,538,866 
8,688,678 
3,578,031 
18,244,508 
4,927,042 


35,921,519 


65,018 


65,018 


a  District  officers  report  no  vacant  public  land. 


Total 


Acre*. 

294,  la 
238. 1» 


80,285.232 
24,1M.9» 


54.400,211 


89.164 
1.1»,454 
1,381,99 
V.Sii 


3,«S!,0e 


8,3Q.aOB 

11,897,000 

11,264.141 

9§8.» 

3,086. 50 

l,454:tii 

6^0S7.3fl 

850.  se 

5.187,6!n 
773.917 


43.841,M4 


1,133.130 
2,973..W 
5.3S.5B0 
2,988.013 
8,0l].lfil 
2,34S.aK 
1,589.170 
3.086.310 
1,773.681 
4,laU.in 
5,4»,«1) 
1,187.79) 


40,037.201 


1,797. 


8,501.067 
11,590.065 

16. 212.201 
5.770,028 


45.902,89 


(a) 


96.78B 

733,  I9S 

4.944 

212,430 


1,016, 9» 


381,087 
463,363 


845,090 


192.215 
330,216 


522,431 


PUBLIC   L.VNDS   DIVISION. 
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Statement,  by  States,  Territories,  and  land  districts,  etc, — Ck>iitinued. 
RECAPITULATION  OP  AREA  IN  ACRES  UNAPPROPRIATED,  ETC.— Continued. 


State  or  Territory. 

Land  diAtrlct. 

Surveyed 
land. 

Unsurveyed 
land. 

Total  area. 

Minne9nt4^ 

Crooksion 

Acres. 

965,191 

2,139,717 

1,613 

276,460 

Acrea. 
1,165,840 
1,671,988 

Acres. 
2,151,081 
3,811,705 
1.613 

Dnlnth 

Marshall 

St.  Cloud 

276,480 

Jackson 

3,402,981 

2,837,828 

6,240.800 

If uwlmdppi _  -  _  _ 

441,220 

441.220 

BoonvUle 

M1i>»«nH 

99,460 

88,384 

309,920 

99,460 

Ironton 

88,384 

Springfield 

309,920 

497.764 

497,764 

MontftDA 

1.554,976 
8,460,470 

538,684 
3,501.0(H 
3,330,050 

302,932 

4,609,912 
14,387,510 

4,237,882 

3,152.579 
21,445,766 

5,911,152 

6,164,888 
22,847,980 

4,776,566 

6,653,588 
24,775,816 

6,214,084 

Helena 

Kalii^pell  .  . . 

Le  wistown . 

Miles  City 

M1f^if<>f|lA.  .  .  r       -  -    -        

Allianc!^ 

17,888,116 

53,744,801 

71,432,917 

KebrMkft 

2.518,798 

2,709,740 

19,759 

210,716 

806,494 

787,940 

757.720 

2.858,186 

2. 518. 798 

Brokenbow 

2.709.740 

Lincoln 

19, 759 

McCook 

210, 716 

North  Platte 

806.494 

O'Neill 

787.940 

Sidney 

757,720 

' 

Valentine 

2.858.186 

C^uw>n  City 

10,669,a')3 

10,660.a')3 

Neviwlft 

29,399,457 

32,179,129 

61.578,586 

Clayton 

Now  Mexico. 

7,713,«i0 
14,776.234 

9.239,298 
11,228,830 

485,400 
4.757,727 
5,873.768 
2,907,860 

8, 199,  .330 
19,533,961 
15,113,066 
14,136,690 

liafl  Cruceff      . 

Roswell 

Santa  Fe 

BiRmaPck 

42,958.293 

14,024.756 

66,983.047 

Korth  Dakota 

5,944,648 

2,405.090 

245, 4a> 

252.860 

3,112,460 

6.587,500 

11,532.14^ 
2.405.(0) 

P«vili  Ijakf 

Fargo 

246.435 

Orand  Forks 

252,860 

M^T^ot; 

8,837.360 

6,949,820 

Alva 

11,960,433 

9,424,860 

21,386.293 

Oklahoma 

434,554 
2,280 

:i2 

1,146,256 

1,321,546 

355,670 

2,717 

4,837,?i3 

434,554 

Enid 

2,280 
32 

Guthrie 

Kingfisher 

1.146.256 

M^mflmm 

4,460 

1.326  006 

OklRnoma . 

355.670 

Perry 

2.717 

WooQward 

4.837.723 

BUTTi?  -    ..X.             

8,100,778 

4.4<M) 

8,106,238 

Oregon...... .......... 

5,349.271 
4,394,601 
7,463,?^ 
1,219.579 
1,668.512 
3,606,338 

2,029,486 
1,476.614 
5.189.411 

506.611 
2,638,733 

371,440 

7,378,757 
5  871  215 

Lagrande 

Lafieview 

12  643  i;33 

Orecron  City 

1,?^,190 
4,295,245 
3.977,778 

Roeeburg 

TheDaltes 

Aberdeen 

23,682,023 

12,210,295             35,893.318 

South  Dakota 

193,922 
1,205,627 

174,800 

56.067 

1,860,144 

7,543,177 

119,693 

193,922 

Chain  berlain 

118,780 

1,324,407 
174,800 

Huron 

Mitchell 

56,067 

Pierre 

1,860,144 

Rapid  City 

1,978.508 

9.521.685 

Watertown 

119.693 

11,153,430 

2.097,288 

13,250,718 

mo    REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL   LAND   OFFICE. 

Statement^  by  States,  Territories^  and  land  districtSj  etc, — Continiied. 

BECAPITULATION  OP  AREA  IN  ACRES  UNAPPROPRIATED  AND  UNRESERVED,  OT 

LAND  OFFICES  AND  STATES. 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama. 


Arizona. 


California 


Colorado. 


Florida 
Idaho.. 


Iowa 


Lonislana. 


Michigan 


Land  district. 


Huntaville  ... 
Montgomery. 


Prescott. 
Tucson  .. 


Camden  — 
Dardanelle  . 
Harrison . . . 
Little  Rock. 


Humboldt 

Independence. 
Los  Angeles... 

Marysvllle 

Redding 

Sacramento. .. 
San  Francisco. 

Stockton 

Susanvillc 

Visalia 


Akron 

Del  Norte 

Denver 

Durango 

Glen  wood  Springs. 

Gunnison 

Hugo 

Lamar 

Leadyille 

Montrose 

Pueblo 

Sterling 


Gainesville. 


Blackfoot 

Boise 

CoBur  d'Alene. 

Hailey 

Lewiston 


Des  Moines  a 


Colby 

Dodge  City. 

Topeka  

Wakeeney  . 


Natchitoches. 
New  Orleans. 


Grayling.. 
Marquette 


Surveyed 
lan( 


ey< 
id. 


Acres. 
294.150 
238,100 


532,330 


6,078,618 
5,853,607 


11.033,285 


829,084 
1,130,454 
1,324,0E» 

827,675 


3,022,042 


3,060,765 
8,075,000 
8,272,293 

780,767 
2.804,880 
1,155.206 
4,n8,080 

770,606 
4,083,246 

636,637 


35,217.527 


1.133,130 
2,315,340 
6,002,400 
2,642.012 
6,663,755 
1,811,678 
1,580,170 
3,086.310 
1,469,843 
3,152,864 
6,426.450 
1,187,700 


86,480,832 


1,633,280 


2.071,722 
2,061,877 

306,061 
2,067.700 

843,586 


10,041.836 


06.780 

733,426 

4,044 

212,430 


1.046,580 


316.640 
463,a'>3 


780,  a)2 


102  215 
830,216 


5«2.431 


Unsurveyed 
land. 


Acres. 


24,316,614 
18,251,3?2 


12,467,086 


260,443 

3,822.000 

2,001,851 

m,620 

291,651 

209.158 

818.404 

70,680 

254.412 

137,280 


8,623,517 


668,000 
836,100 
346,000 
1,877,406 
538,718 


305,888 

007,307 
1,080 


Total 


4,660,380 


164,382 


5,532,366 
8,638,678 
3,578,031 
13,244,503 
4,027,042 


35,021,510 


65.018 


65.018 


Acre*. 

294,159 
238,180 


532.339 


30.205.233 
24,104,079 


64,400.211 


829,084 
1,139.454 

1,2S4,0S9 
627.610 


3,022.012 


8,321.208 
11,807.000 
11,264.144 


3,096,540 
1.454,454 

6,087,313 
850,385 

6.187,657 
773.017 


43.841.044 


1, 133, 130 
2.973.380 
5,338,S00 
2.088,012 
8.041,161 
2,345,395 
1,580.170 
3,086.310 
1,775.681 
4,lfiU,171 
5,428,430 
1,187.700 


40.087,201 


1.707.662 


8,504.087 
11,500.065 

8.8B5.8tB 
16.212.903 

5.770,628 


45.062,855 


(a) 


06,789 

733,426 

4.944 

212.430 


1,0I6,6» 


381,667 
468.353 


845.020 


182.215 
330,216 


622.481 


a  District  officers  report  no  vacant  public  land. 


E.— DIVISION   OF   PUBLIC   SURVEYS. 

The  work  performed  in  this  division  during  the  jQscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1897,  was  as  follows: 

Letters: 

On  band  unanswered  July  1,  1896 265 

Received  during  the  year _  4, 606 

Written  dnring  the  year 4, 275 

Disposed  of  dnring  the  vear 4, 691 

Remaining  on  hand  July  1,1 897 180 

Pages  of  press  copy  nearly  all  typewritten 6, 731 

Pages  of  record  copied _ 5, 653 

Copies  of  field  notes: 

Pages  of  field  notes  for  official  and  individual  use. 2, 653 

Surveying  returns: 

Retumspending  July  1, 1896 90 

Received  during  the  year. 187 

Acted  on  during  the  year 187 

On  hand  July  1,1897 90 

Plats  and  transcripts  pending  July  1, 1897 400 

Same  received  during  the  year 1, 421 

Same  disposed  of  during  the  year 1, 595 

On  hand  July  1,1897 226 

Reports  of  examinations  of  surveys: 

Rex>orts  pending  July  1 ,  1896 46 

Received  during  the  year _ 121 

Acted  on  during  the  year 95 

On  hand  July  1,1897 72 

Surveying  contracts: 

Pending  July  1, 1896 0 

Received  during  the  year 137 

Special  instructions  (m  lieu  of  contracts)  received  during  the  year 106 

Contracts  acted  on  during  the  year  (approved) 135 

•  Contracts  disapproved 2 

Contracts  canceled 3 

Special  instructions  acted  on  during  the  year 106 

Special  instructions  pending 0 

Contracts  awaiting  action  June  30,  1897 0 

0516 13  193 


1&4  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


Statement  alwwinq  the  nuniber  of  acres  of  public  lands  surveyed  in  the  foQomng 
land  States  ana  Territories  up  to  June  30^  1896 y  during  the  last  fiscal  tfear,  avi 
the  total  of  the  public  lands  surveyed  up  to  June  30 y  1897;  also  the  total  area  of 
the  public  domain  remaining  unsurveyea  within  the  sam4i. 


Land  States  and 
Territories. 

In  acres. 

In 

square 

miles. 

Up  to  June 
30,1896. 

Under  con- 
tract made 
prior  to 
June  30, 
1896,  and 
not  here- 
tofore 
reported 
because 
accepted 
since  June 
30,1896. 

Under 
con- 
tracts 
made  for 
the  fis- 
cal vear 
ending 
June  30, 
1897. 

Total  up  to 

Jane  du. 

1897. 

Total  area  of 
public  and 
Indian  lands 

remaining 
unsurveyM, 

indading 
thearea^ 
private  la&d 
claims  sor- 
veyed  up  to 
June30.19r. 

AlaharnA 

32.462,115 
33,410,063 

100.992.640 
66,880.000 
37,931.520 
35.4a5,003 
21,637,760 
a5, 228. 800 
55,238,160 
51.770.240 
28,731,000 
36.128.640 
53.459,840 
30,179.840 
41.836,981 
93,016,640 
47.468.800 
n, 737,600 
45,561.600 
25,581,976 
60,975.360 
50,643.300 
34,511,360 
44,796,160 
63,645.120 

369.539,600 
73,906,240 

19,675,040 
77,568,640 
24,699,680 
54,064.640 

60,722 

52.208 

157,801 

104,500 

59,268 

65,414 

33.809 

55,045 

86,294 

80,891 

44,898 

66,451 

83,531 

47,166 

65.370 

14:3,776 

74. 170 

113,090 

71,190 

39.973 

95,274 

79,130 

63.924 

69.994 

97.883 

5n.390 

113,916 

30.586 

121.301 

38,437 

84.470 

83,462,115 
33,410,063 
74,964,988 
61,215,381 
30,831,129 
35,465.093 
21,637,760 
85,228,800 
14,540,903 
51.770.240 
27,174,005 
36,128,640 
46,149,429 
30,179,840 
41,836,931 
27,343,6n 
47,256,762 
35,733,965 
31,660.624 
25,581,976 
43,218.341 
38.724,323 
34.511,380 
24,802.766 
51,317,383 
985 
16,939,446 

10,800,640 
50,083,665 
24,599,680 
16,291,968 

32,4<e,115 
33.410,063 
76,263.293 
61,391.497 
au,83E2,485 
35,465,093 
21.6:17,780 
35,228.8(1) 
16,447.631 
51,770,240 
27,174,005 
36.128,640 
46,505,788 
30,17^.840 
41.836.931 
28,945,460 
47,368,404 
36,172,304 
31.880.436 
25,581.976 
43.867.232 
39,692.961 
34.511.360 
25.511.507 
51,890.201 
1.145 
17,248,889 

610,800,640 
60,378,119 
24,509,680 
16,891,242 

Ai4cansa8 

California 

1,298.855 

176,116 

1,356 

24,79,34T 
5.488.96 

Colorado 

Florida 

7,009,095 

Illinois 

Indiana 

o81 

Iowa  - 

Idaho  

906,728 
a38 

a9.780S9 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

1,557,0B5 

Michigan 

a45 
335,825 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missoun 

30,974 

6,964,112 

Montana 

Nebraska 

1.587,026 
111,642 
234.582 
229,802 

14,750 

63,0n,lM 
100.91 

Nevada  

213,657 

35  5ffi.3( 

North  Dakota.. 

13,681.17* 

Ohio 

Oreson 

648.891 
968,638 
a39 
706,831 
573,818 

'"'"369,"448' 

17,108,  la 
10  9G0.9i 

South  Dakota  .. 

Wisconsin 

Washington 

19,S4.Sfi 
10.754.119 

Wvoming 

Alaska 

160 

3fi9,5aS,495 
55,667,361 

68.774.400 

Arizona 

Indian  Terri- 
tory   

New  Mexico 

294,454 

27. 190.  SI 

Oklahoma 

Utah 

609,254 

37,173,» 

Total 

1,815,524,388 

3.838,757 

1,051,862,842 

8,963,351 

250,560 

1,061,075,643 

c754,448,7tf 

a  This  area  appears  to  have  been  counted  in  former  reports,  and  is  therefore  not  added  inthii 
column. 

b  These  figures  are  gdven  the  same  as  in  last  report.  Surveys  are  being  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Geological  survey,  and  the  amount  of  surveys  executed  and  number  of  acres  remain- 
ing unsurveyed  have  not  been  furnished  this  office. 

cThis  estimate  is  of  a  very  general  nature  and  affords  no  index  to  the  dispoeable  volume  of 
land  remaining  nor  the  amount  available  for  agricultural  purposes.  It  includes  Indian  and 
other  public  reservations,  unsurveyed  private  land  claims,  as  well  as  surveyed  private  land 
claims  in  the  districts  of  Arizona,  Caliiornia,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico;  the  sixteenth  and 
thirty-sixth  sections  reserved  for  common  schools;  unsurveyed  lands  embraced  in  railroad, 
swamp-land,  and  other  grants;  the  areat  mountain  areas:  the  arbas  of  unsurveyed  rivers  and 
lakes,  and  large  areas  wholly  unproductive  and  unavailable  for  ordinary  purposes. 


DIVISION  OF  PUBLIC   8UBVEY8. 
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1&4  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

Statement  sJwvnng  the  number  of  acres  of  pvblic  lands  surveyed  in  the  following 
land  States  and  Territories  up  to  June  30 ^  1896 ^  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and 
the  total  of  tlie  pvblic  lands  surveyed  up  to  June  30, 1897;  also  the  total  area  of 
the  pvblic  domain  remaining  unsurveyed  tvithin  the  same. 


Land  States  and 
Territories. 


Alabama 

Ax^cansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Idaho  

Kansag 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missoun 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Wisconsin 

Washington . . . 

Wvoming 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Indian  Terr! 

tory 

New  Mexico... 

Oklahoma 

Utah 

Total 


In  acres. 

In 

square 

miles. 

32,462.115 
83,410,063 

100,992,640 
66.880.000 
37,931,620 
35,465,098 
21, 63.',  760 
35,228.800 
55,228.160 
51,770,240 
28,731,090 
36,128,640 
53.450,840 
30,179,840 
41.836,931 
92,016,640 
47,468,800 
71,737,600 
45,561,600 
25,581,976 
60.975,300 
50,643,200 
34,511,360 
44,796,160 
62,645,120 

369,529,600 
72,906,240 

19,575,040 
77,568,640 
24,609,680 
54,064.640 

60,722 

52.208 

157,801 

104,600 

60,268 

65,414 

33.809 

56,046 

86,294 

80,801 

44,898 

66.451 

83,631 

47,166 

66,370 

143,776 

74,170 

112,090 

71,190 

39,972 

06,274 

79,130 

53,924 

60,994 

97,883 

577,890 

113,916 

30,686 

121,201 

38.437 

84,476 

1,815,524,388 

2,836,757 

Up  to  June 
§0,1896. 


32,462,115 
88,410,063 
74,964,088 
61,215,381 
30,831,120 
85,465,003 
21,637,760 
35,228,800 
14,540,903 
51.770,240 
27,174,005 
36,128,640 
46,149,420 
30,179,840 
41,836,931 
27,343,671 
47.256,762 
35,733,966 
31,660.624 
25,581,976 
43,218.341 
38,724,823 
34,611,360 
24,802.766 
51,317,383 
985 
16,980,446 

10,800,640 
50,083,666 
24.609,680 
16,291,968 


1,061,862,842 


Under  con- 
tract made 
prior  to 
June  30, 
1896.  and 
not  here- 
tofore 
reported 
because 
accepted 
since  June 
30,1806. 

* 

Under 
con- 
tracts 
made  for 
the  fis- 
cal year 
ending 
June  80, 
1807. 

1,298,856 

176.116 

1,366 

o81 

906,728 
a28 

a45 
325,825 

30,974 

1,687.006 
111.642 
224,582 
229,808 

14,750 

213,657 

648,801 
968,628 
a29 
708,831 
572,818 

309,448 

160 

204,454 

609,254 

8,963,261 

260,550 

Total  up  to 

June  90, 

1807. 


82,462.115 
33,410.063 
76,268,203 
61,891,487 
80,832.485 
35,465,008 
21.637,760 
85,288.800 
15,447,681 
61,770,240 
27,174.005 
36,128,640 
46.605,728 
30,170.840 
41.836,931 
28,945.456 
47.868.404 
36,1?2,204 
31.880.426 
25,681.976 
48,867,232 
30,682,951 
34,511.300 
25,511,507 
51,800,201 
1,145 
17,248,889 

610,800,640 
60,878,118 
24,588,680 
16.801,242 


1,061,075,643 


Total  area  of 
public  and 
Indian  lands 

remaining 
onsurveyed, 

induding 
the  area  of 
private  land 
claims  Bur- 
Toyed  np  to 
June30,i887. 


24,7»,3f7 
6,488,508 
7,089,086 


88,780,528 

'"i,"5B7,«6 

'6,'854,ii2 


63,  on.  184 

100.306 

35,665.396 

13,881,174 


17. 106,19 
10,860,248 


19.284,563 

10,754,819 

368,628,456 

65,667,361 

58.774,400 
27,190,521 


87.173.306 


c764, 448,745 


a  This  area  appears  to  have  been  counted  in  former  reports,  and  is  therefore  not  added  in  this 
column. 

b  These  figures  are  given  the  same  as  in  last  report.  Surveys  are  being  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Geological  Survey,  and  the  amount  of  surveys  executed  and  number  of  acres  remain- 
ing unsurveyed  have  not  been  furnished  this  office. 

cThis  estimate  is  of  a  very  general  nature  and  affords  no  index  to  the  disposable  Tolume  of 
land  remaining  nor  the  amount  available  for  agricultural  purposes.  It  includes  Indian  and 
other  public  reservations,  unsurveyed  private  land  claims,  as  well  as  surveved  private  land 
claims  in  the  districts  of  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  and  New  Mexico;  tne  sixteenth  and 
thirty-sixth  sections  reserved  for  common  schools;  unsurveyed  lands  embraced  in  ridlroad, 
swamp-land,  and  other  grants;  the  great  mountain  areas:  the  ariaas  of  unsurveyed  rivers  ajid 
lakes,  and  large  areas  wholly  unproductive  and  unavailable  for  ordinary  purposes. 
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MILITARY  RESERVATIONS. 

Names  and  locations  of  existing  military  reservations  in  the  ptiblic-land  States  and 
Territories,  and  the  area,  as  far  cw  known  or  estimated,  with  reference  to  Execu- 
tive orders  or  authority  other*than  the  Executive  by  which  the  reservations  were 
established,  enlarged,  or  reduced. 

[For  reservations  relinquished  under  act  of  July  5, 1884,  see  pp.  106-109.] 


Name  and  location  of  reservation. 


.    Area  in 
acres. 


ALABAMA. 

At  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  the  small  islands 
between  the  north  point  of  Dauphin  Island 
and  Cedar  Point,  Qrant,  Heron,  Tower,  and 
other  islands,  (a)  and  so  much  of  Cedar 
Point  as  lies  in  fractional  sections  25  and  26 
T.8S.,R.2W.: 

Cedar  Point 

Fort  Gtoines,  on  eastern  end  of  Dauphin 
Island. 

Fort  Morgan,  in  T.9  8.,R.  1 E 


ALJLBAMA  AND  HI88IH8IPPI. 

All  of  Ship  Island,  Hurricane  and  Doff  islands. 
Area  (including  Dog  and  Hurricane  islands 
estimated  at  100  acres). 

Total  In  Alabama  and  BCississippi  as  far 
as  known. 

ARIZONA  TERRITORY. 

Gamp  Apache,  within  the  limits  of  the  White 

Mountoin  Indian  Reservation. 
Camp  Qrant  (new),  in  Ts.  8,  9,  and  10  S.,  Rs. 

23  and  ^  £. 
Fort  Hnachnca,  in  southern  Arizona,  adjacent 

to  Babacomari  private  land  claims. 
Fort  Whipple,  taT?.  U  N.,  R.  2  W 


Total  in  Arizona  so  far  as  known 

ARKANSAS. 

Fort  Smith  National  Cemetery,  in  sec.  17,  T. 
8N.,B.32W. 

Total  in  Arkansas 

CALIFORNIA. 

Angel  Island,  in  San  Francisco  Bay 


Alcatraz  Island,  in  San  Francisco  Bay. 
Dram  Barracks,  at  Wilmington,  Cal.. 


Benicia  Barracks  and  Arsenal,  in  Ts.  3  and  3 

N..  Rs.  2  and  3  W. 
Deadman  Island,  being  lot  1,  sec.  19,T.5S.,R. 

13  W.,  San  Bernardino  meridian. 
Camp  Oaston,  inT.SN.,  B.5E.,  of  Humboldt 

meridian,  within  Hoopa  Valley  Indian  Res- 
ervation. 

Fort  Hill  or  Monterey,  at  Monterey 

Island  called  Red  Rock,  Golden  Rock,  or 

Molate,  in  sec.  17,  T.  1  N.,  R.  5  W.,  Mount 

Diablo  meridian. 
Presidio  Military  Reserve,  Fort  Point,  on  San 

Francisco  Bay. 

Point  San  Jose  (originally  included  within 
the  Presidio  Reserve  No.  1). 

Point  Loma  (San  Diego),  at  San  Diego  Har- 
bor: *^  To  include  that  portion  of  the  penin- 
sula lying  on  west  side  of  entrance  to  the 
harbor  which  shall  be  included  between  the 
southernmost  point  of  the  peninsula  (Pun to 
de  Loma)  and  a  line  drawn  across  said 
peninsula  from  the  harbor  to  the  ocean,  at 
a  distance  of  1^  miles  above  Punta  de  Qui- 


296.50 
(a) 

(a) 


1,068.40 


1,949.90 


7,421.14 
42,341.00 
49,920.00 

1,730.00 


101,412.14 


14.81 


14.81 


(6) 

(c) 
56.00 

344.90 

2.00 

451.60 

(a) 
7.52 

1,479.94 

57.89 

(a) 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  0,1842. 
Lando  conveyed  to  the  United  States 
by  decree  of  chancery  in  Jan. ,  1853. 
Secretary  of  War,  Sept.  10, 1842. 

Executive  order,  Aug.  30, 1847. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  1, 1877. 
Executive  order,  Apr.  17, 1876. 

Executive  orders,  Oct.  29, 1881,  and 
May  14, 1883. 

Executive  orders,  Aug.  81, 1869,  and 
Oct.  19, 1875;  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved June  22,  1874  (18  Stat.  L.. 
201). 


Executive  orders.  May  22, 1871,  and 
Dec.  3, 1876. 


Executive  orders,  Nov.  6, 1850,  and 
Apr.  20, 1860. 

Executive  order,  Nov.  6, 1850. 

Deeded  to  the  United  States  by  pri- 
vate parties. 

Executive  order,  Oct.  10, 1862.  Deed 
by  private  parties  in  1849. 

Executive  order,  Mar.  15, 1872. 

Executive  order,  Apr.  2, 1860. 


Executive  order,  Nov.  23, 1886. 
Secretary  of  Interior  Mar.  2,  1858; 
Executive  order,  Oct.  21, 1882. 

Executive  orders,  Nov.  H,  1850,  and 

Dec.  31. 1851;  act  of  Congress,  May 

9,1876  (19  Stat.  L., 52). 
Executive  orders,  Nov.  6,  1850,  and 

Dec.  31. 1851;  act  of  Congress,  J aly 

1,1870  (16  Stat.  L.,  186). 
Executive  order,  Feb.  26, 1852. 


a  Area  not  known. 


b  Area  of  island  not  known. 


cUnsurveyed. 
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Name  and  location  of  r enervation. 


Area  in 


c  AL.I  roRMi  A— contmued. 

Ban  Pedro  Bay,  in  T.  5  S.,  Re.  13  and  U  W., 
S.  B.  M.  ThU  tract  of  land  was  originally 
a  public  reeeryation  by  cession  from  Mex- 
ico nnder  treaty  of  Onadalnpe^Hidalgo,  con- 
cluded Feb.  2, 1848. 

Ban  Solito  Bay  Point:  From  sontbem  bound- 
ary of  San  Solito  Bay,  a  line  parallel  to  the 
channel  of  entrance  to  the  Padilc. 

Three  Brothers,  Three  Sisters,  and  Ma|rine 
inlands,  in  entrance  to  the  San  Pablo  Bav. 

Yerba  Bnena  Island  (Camp  Reynolds),  in  San 
Francisco  Bay. 

Mount  Whitney:  Allof  T.15  8.,R.34E.;  T.16 
S.,  B.  84  E.;  T.  16  S.,  R.  86  E.;  sees.  10  to 98, 
inclusiTe,  of  T.  15  S. .  R.  85  E. :  sees.  19, 20, 20, 
80, 81,  and  32,  T.  15  S.,  R.  88  E,  Mount  Diablo 
meridian. 


Total  in  California. 


FLiORIDA. 

North  end  of  Amelia  Island  (Fort  Clinch), 
fractional  sec.  8,  T.  8  N. ,  R.  20  E. ;  fractional 
sec.  11  and  lots  1  and  2  of  sec.  14,  T.  3  N.,  R. 
28  E. 

Fort  McRee.  near  Pensacola,  in  T.  8  8.,  R.  31 
W. :  ''AH  the  public  land  within  1  mile  of  the 
fort  on  Fosters  Bank." 

North  Key.in  Ts.  15  and  16  S..R.12E 

SnakeKey,inT.16S.,R.13E 

Mullet  Key,inT.83S.,B.16B 

At  Charlotte  Harbor:  "  The  south  end  of  Gas* 
parilla  Island  for  a  distance  of  2  miles  from 
its  southern  extremitv,  in  T. 48  S., R. 20  £., 
and  the  north  end  of  Boca  Qrande  or  Cavo 
Costa  Island  for  a  length  of  2  miles  from  its 
northern  extremity,*'  in  T.  43  B.,  R.20  E., 
and  T.  44  S.,  Rs.  20  and  21  E. 

Dry  Tortugas  (including  Fort  JefT erson) 

Egmont  Isumd,  at  entrance  to  Tampa  Bay,  in 
T.83S.,R.15E. 

Flag  Island,  in  St.  George  Sound 

Matanzas  Inlet  or  Fort,  in  sec.  14,  T.  0  S.,  R. 

80  B.                                             _ 
Fort  Barrancas,  in  T.  8  8.,  R.  80  W 


Anaatasia  Island. 


Fort  Pickens,  all  of  Santa  Rosa  Island. 


At  St.  Andrew  Sound:  "  The  tongue  or  neck 
of  land  called  Oooked  Inland,  east  of  the 
several  entrances  along  the  coast. '  * 

At  St  Andrews  Bay :  Lots  1  and  2,  sec.  4;  lots  1, 
2,  8,  and  4,  sec.  5;  lots  1  and  2,  sec.  6,  wid 
fractional  sees. 8  and  9,  T.  5  S.,R.  14  W., in- 
cluding Hurricane  Inland,  as  shown  upon 
Coast  Survey  Chart  No.  184;  also  lots 2 and  8, 
sec.  15;  lot«  1, 2,  Ji,  4,  and  5,  sec.  22:  lota  1,  2, 
8,  and  4,  sec.  2:1:  lot  2,  w»o.  25;  lot«  L  2.  and  3, 
sec.  28,  and  fractional  sees.  27  and  35.  T.  4  S., 
R.  15  W. 


Date  of  Rxecative  order  or  othtf 
authority  and  ronarks. 


a40.00 


(6) 

(c) 
id) 
a84,468.00 


86,906.75 


419.44 


(d) 


150.48 

62.17 

842.20 

2,148.38 


EzecntlTe  order,  Sept.  14, 1888. 


Ezeoative  order.  Not.  6, 18Sa 

Ezecntlve  order,  Oct.  25,  KM?. 

Executive  orders,  Nov.  6, 1850,  aad 

Oct.  12, 1866. 
President's  orders,  Sept.  20,  VBO. 


id) 
^302.77 

id) 

id) 

id) 


id) 


Declared  by  Executive  order,  Fek 
9, 1842.  Lot  2  of  sec  14  patented 
to  D.  L.  Yolee,  Sept.  5.  IBS. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1SI2. 

rEzeeutlve  order.  Mar.  2, 1840:  order 
of  Secretary  of  War,  Mar.29,l«ll. 
Originally  reserved  as  a  put  of 
Cedar  Keys,  although  Mullet  Key 
is  not  one  or  the  Cedar  Keys,  bat 

,   is  at  the  entrance  of  Tampa  Bay. 

Secretary  of  War,  Mar.  23. 18^;  Ex 
ecutive  order,  Nov.  17, 1882. 


id) 
id) 
/1, 483. 84 


Executive  order,  Sept.  17, 1845. 

Secretary  of  War,  Sbu*.  88. 1840;  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Nov.  17,  1881 

Secretary  of  War.  Biar.  23. 1849;  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Nov.  17, 18BL 

Secretary  of  War,  Har.  23, 1840. 

It  falls  within  the  naval  n'scfvatfciB 
declared  by  Executive  order,  Jan. 
10,  IfflS,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been 
declared  Feb.  9, 1842. 

Executive  order.  May  4,  1803,  re- 
serves SE.  i  sec.  21;  all  fraotioniii 
sec.S;  NE.lNE.i8ec.2B;  and  sU 
sec.  27  in  T.  7  S.,  R.  30  E.,Flortds; 
also  all  the  lands  formed  by  tiM 
sea  since  survev,  1^5.  lying  easl of 
said  lands  and  between  the  north 
boundary  line  prolonged  of  nid 
SB.  i  of  sec.  Zi,  and  the  soath 
boundary  line  prolonged  of  flJd 
sec.  27. 

Land  deeded  to  the  United  Ststes 
May  28,  1828;  Executive  order, 
July  2, 1888. 

Secretary  of  War,  Mar.  23, 1849. 


President's  order.  May  3, 1807. 


a  About. 

6  Area  not  stated. 


rUnsurvpycd;  area  not  known. 
dArea  not  known. 


e  Present  area  not  known. 
/Estimated  area. 
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JVomes  and  locations  of  existing  military  reservations,  etc, — Continued. 


Name  and  location  of  reservation. 


& 

6. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


FLORIDA— continued. 

At  St.  Angnstine  the  foUowinff-named  tracts: 
1.  Site  of  Fort  Marion  and  adjacent  lands . 

Spanish  gOYemor's  house 

Treasury  lot 

St.  Prands  barracks  and  fifrounds 

Military-hospital  lot 

Powder  house  lot 

Two  small  islands  in  the  MatAnzas 
River,  St.  Augustine  Harbor. 
At  St.  Joseph  Bay:  **  The  whole  neck  or  penin- 
sula f orminff  the  bay  of  St.  Joseph  from  its 
northern  extremity  or  point,  St.  Joseph,  to 
its  connection  with  the  mainland  at  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  bay,  including  Cape 
San  Bias/'  in  T.  9  S.,  B.  11  W.,and  Ts.  7, 8, 
and  9  a,  B.  12  W. 
Santa  Bosa  Sound:  ^^8o  much  of  the  noint 
opposite  to  and  east  of  the  east  end  of  Santa 
Rosa  IsUuid  as  Ues  in  T.  2  S. ,  B.  22  W.  *  * 
Santa  Bosa  Island:  Beeerves  all  that  portion 
of  Santa  Bosa  Isliuid  which  was  formerly  a 
naval  reserve  and  relinquished  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  February  26, 1880. 
the  same  attached  to  and  made  a  part  of 
Fort  Pickens  Military  Beservation,  and 
embracing  the  entire  area  of  Santa  Bosa 
Island. 
Key  Wept,  or  ThomiMon  Island 


Key  West  Shoals.  S.  W.  point  of  Key  West . . . . 
Hanlover  Cans!,  1,000  feet  each  side  from  the 
center  in  sec.  29,  T.  20  S.,  B.  36  E. 


Total  in  Florids,  as  far  as  known  or 
estimated. 

IDAHO. 

Fort  Boise,  in  Boise  Valley,  one-half  mile  from 
Boise  City. 

Fort  Hall,  within  t&e  Fort  Hall  Indian  Beser- 
vation, in  T.3  N..  B.38  E. 

Fort  Sherman  (late  Coeur  dAlene)  Post  re- 
serve, in  T.  60  N.,  B.  i  W. 


Total  in  Idaho 

ILLINOIS. 

Fort  Armstrong  (Bock  Island),  in  fractional 
T.  18  N.,  Bs.  1  and  2  W.,  fourth  principal 
meridian. 


Total  in  Illinois. 


KAlfSAS. 

Fort  Leavenworth,  on  west  bank  of  Missouri 
Biver,  in  T. 8  &,  B.  22  E. 


Area  in 
acres. 


(a) 
(a) 


(a) 
3,851.21 


5,968.20 


Unsurveyed 


a  Area  not  known. 


I 
b  About. 


(a) 


[^ 


15,302.78 


638.00 

646.60 

6640.00 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Secretary  of  War,  Oct.  12, 1838,  and 
Mar.  28. 1849. 


1,924.50 


6750.00 


6750.00 


Executive  order,  May  31, 1802. 

Secretary  of  War,  Mar.  23, 1849,  be- 
sides wnat  had  been  sold  prior  to 
date  of  order. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842. 


Executive  order,  July  2, 1888. 


Land  said  fco  have  been  deeded  to 
the  United  States.  Key  covered 
by  private  land  claim,  confirmed 
by  Congress  in  1828.  (See  act  of 
July  22, 1876>,  19  Stat.  L.,  96.) 

Executive  order,  Sept.  17, 1846. 

Executive  orders,  Aug.  20, 1886,  and 
Feb.  11,  1897,  reserves  all  lands 
owned  by  Government  on  Key 
West,  Virginia  Key,  and  Key  Bis- 
cayne. 


Executive  order,  Apr.  9, 1873. 

Executive  order,  Oct.  12, 1870. 

Bequest  of  Secretary  of  War,  Oct.  9, 
1877.  Executive  order,  dated  Apr. 
22,1880.  See  also  Executive  orders 
of  May  26, 1891,  and  Feb.  2, 1892. 


Bequest  of  Secretary  of  War,  Mar. 
2, 1825,  and  Sept.  11, 1885.  By  act 
of  Congress  approved  June  27, 
1860  (14  Stat.  L.,  75),  certain  small 
islands  were  added  to  the  reserve 
and  right  of  way  was  granted  to 
the  Bock  Island  Bailroad  Com- 
pany. Act  of  April  2, 1844  (6  Stat. 
L.,  y08),  allowed  George  Daven- 
port to  enter  the  SE.  i  sec.  25,  T. 
18  N.,  B.  2  W. 


r  2, 750. 00  Executive  order,  Oct.  10,  1854.  Di- 
minished by  direction  of  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  1861.  See 
also  act  of  July  27, 1868  (15  Stat.  L., 
288):  joint  resolution  Feb.  9, 1871 
(16  Stat.  L.,  594);  act  of  July  20, 
1868  (15  Stat.  L.,  392). 

c  Approximate  present  area. 
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Name  and  location  of  reeerration. 


KANSAS— continued. 
Fort  Riley,  in  Ts.  11  and  12  8.,R8.5  and 6  E.. 


Total  in  Kanaaa 

liOUISTANA. 

Battery  Blenvenue. in  T.  12  8., R.  13  R .east of 

river:  ^'The  public  lands  1,200  yards  each 

way  from  the  fort." 
Fort  Livingston,  on  west  end  of  Grand  Terre 

Island. 
Fort  Jackson,  sec.  50,T.  208.,  R.aDE.,  southeast 

district,  west  of  Mississippi  River. 
Fort  Pike,  consisting  of  **the  public  land 

within  1,300  yards  of  Fort  Pike.^' 


Fort  St.  Philip, sec.  11  T.19  S.,  R.17  E.,  south- 
east district,  east  of  river. 

Tower  Dupres:  ''All  the  public  land  within 
1,300  yards  of  the  fort,'Mn  T.  13  S.,  R.  14  E., 
east  of  Mississippi  River. 

Fort  Macomb,  on  Pass  Chef  Menteur:  ''AH 
the  public  land  within  1,300  yards  from  the 
fort." 

Proctor  Landinff,  onLakeBorgne 

United  States  mirracks  and  land  adjoining 
and  above  same^  near  New  Orleans,  on  left 
bank  Mississippi  River,  about  3  miles  above 
city. 

Baton  Rouge  Arsenal,  adjoining  Baton  Rouge. 

Total  in  Louisiana,  as  far  as  konwn  or 
estimated. 

MICHTOAN. 

First  area  between  south  boundaries  of 
claims  Nos.  95  and  96  and  north  boundary 
of  canal  grant,  in  T.  47  N.,  R.  1  E.;  second 
area  between  north  line  of  canal  street  and 
south  boundary  canal  grant,  shown  in  dia- 
gram with  order. 

St.  Marys  Falls  Canal  reserve,  in  sec.  6,  T. 
47N.,  R.  IE. 

Improvement  of  Hay  Lake  Channel,  St.  Marys 
River,  lots  5  and  6,  sec.  2,  and  lot  3,  sec.*3, 
T.46K.,R.  2E. 


Fort  Brady. 


Area  in 
acres. 


a  19. 899. 22 


22.649.22 


126.16 
740.97 

(b) 


556.12 
(c) 

(b) 

d92.00 

(c) 

(ft) 


1,515.26 


(c) 


9.41 
145.90 


2,573.10 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Execntive  order.  Hay  5.  lB5a.  Re- 
duced in  area  under  joint  reeoh- 
tion  of  Julv  26,  1866  (14  Stat  L, 
387),  and  order  of  President tliere- 
nnder  of  July  19.  1867.  Farther 
reduced  under  act  of  Mar.  3, 186r 
(14  Stat.  L.,  673). 


Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842. 

Purchased  by  United  States  in  Jan- 
uary, 1834. 
Executive  order,  Febu  9, 184S. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9,  1841  AH 
the  land  has  been  patented  to  the 
State  as  swamp  except  sec.  19  of 
T.  10  S. ,  R.  15  E. .  southeast  district 
east  of  river  and  south  of  Oreat 
Rigolet.  Area  of  reserve  in  sec 
19  not  known. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842.  Land? 

found  to  be  covered  by  a  private 

land  claim. 
Executive  order,  Feb.  9,  1812.   See 

Ex.  order  June  20. 1806.  relinqaish- 

ing  part  of  Fort  Macomb. 
Purchased  Mar.  15. 1856. 
Purchased  by  United  States  Dec  14, 

1833,  and  Maj  17, 1848 


Purchased  in  1814. 


Executive  order.  May  9.1885. 


a  About. 


b  Area  not  known. 


c  Area  not  stated. 


Executive  order,  June  10, 1883. 

Executive  order,  Oct.  30, 1884.  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Oct  12,  1889.  He- 
serves  islands  No&  1,  2,  3,  and  4, 
in  sec.  6,  T.  47  N..  R.  1  E..  for  oae 
in  connection  with  improvement 
of  St.  Marys  River  at  Hay  Lake 
Channel,  133.50. 

Executive  order,  Jan.  19,  1895,  re- 
serves following  tracts  for  rifle 
range  and  other  military  purposes 
in  connection  with  post  of  Fort 
Brady:  N.  *_NW.  i,  SW.  i  NW. }, 
and  W .  i  S w.  i  sec.  6,  E.  4^ and E. k 
WJ  sec.  6,  N.  i  NB.  *  and  NE.  i 
NW.  i  sec.  7,  T.45  N.,  k^W.;  S.* 
N W.  i.  N.  *  SW.  i,  and  SE.  i  SW. i 
sec.  28,  S.  i  N.  4  and  S.  i  sec.  29,  S.  i 
N-i,  E.  k  SW.  i,  and  SE.  i  sec  30.  & 
i  NE.  iand  E.  4  NW.  i  sec.  31,  W. 
i  and  NW.  i  NE.  i  sec  32,  T.  46  N., 
R.4W.;S.iN.*8ec,26,T.46N.,B. 
5W. 

d  Approximate  present  area. 
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Nam&i  and  locations  of  existing  military  reservations,  etc, — Continued. 


Name  and  location  of  reservation. 


M 1 CH  lo  AN— con  tinned. 

Tho  unsnrveFed  islands  in  sees.  9  and  10,  T. 
47N..R.  I.  JE. 


Fort  Wayne,  near  city  of  Detroit. 


Total  in  Michigan  as  far  as  known. 

MINNESOTA. 


Fort  Bnelling,  at  Junction  of  Mississippi  and 
Minnesota  rivers. 


Reservation  on  St.  Lonis  River,  in  Minnesota, 
lot  1,  sec.  30,  T.  49  N..  R.  13  W. 

Total  in  Minnesota,  except  Fort  Snelling. 

MISSOURI. 

Grand  Tower  Rock,  in   Mississippi  River, 

which,  if  surveyed,  would  be  in  sec.  20,  T. 

34  N  ,  R.  14  E.  of  fifth  principal  meridian. 
Fort  Leavenworth,  on  east  bank  of  Missouri 

River,  in  Ts.  62  and  53  N.,  R.  96  W.  of  fifth 

principal  meridian. 


Total  in  Missouri,  as  far  as  known  or 
estimated. 

MONTANA. 

CampBaker,  in  T.  11  N.,  R.  4 E 

Fort  Keogh,  at  month  of  Tongue  River 


Fort  Aflsinniboine,  mostly  between  the  IVIilk 
and  Missouri  rivers,  and  within  the  reser- 
vation for  the  Qros  Ventre,  Plegan,  and 
other  Indians. 
Fort  Missoula: 

Original  reserve;  Sec.  31,  T.  18  N.,  R.  19  W. 

Admtional  reserve:  S.  i  NE.  \  and  SE.  i 

sec.  25iT.  13 N.,  R.  20  W.,  the  8.  \  NE. i. 

8.  t  NW.  i,  SE.  i  of  SE.  i,  NE.  i  of  SWJ, 

and  W.  i  of  8  W.  isec.  30,  T.  13N.,  R.  19  W. 

Timber  reserve  on  unsurveyed  land 

Fort  Custer  poet  reservation,  6  miles  square, 

in  townships  1  and  2  S.,  Rs.  33  and  34  E. 
National  cemetery  of  Custer's  battlefield 


Limestone  re.servatlon,  near  old  Fort  C.  F. 
Smith. 

Total  in  Montana,  as  far  as  known  or 
estimated. 

NEBRASKA. 

Fort  McPherson  National  Cemetery 


Area  in 
acres. 


(n) 


(ft) 


2,728.41 


(b) 


32 


7.32 


(&) 
c  1,000.  Of) 


1,000.00 


2,400.00 
c57,619.00 


d  168, 640. 00 


610.00 
560.23 


1,577.41 
23,040.00 

6i0.00 


2,227.20 


257, 343.  tH 


107.00 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Sept.  6, 
1885.  Executive  order,  Sept.  22, 
1885.  Islands  Noe.  1, 2, 8.  and  4.  in 
sec.  6,  T.  47  N.,  R.  1  E.,  Mich.  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Oct.  12, 1889.  Area 
not  stated. 

Land  deeded  to  the  United  States 
June  3, 1842,  and  Apr.  15, 1844. 


Reservation  made  at  the  request  of 
Secretary  of  War,  July  13,  1839, 
and  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July 
15,1839.  Presidents  orders,  dated 
Mav  25, 1853,  and  Nov.  16, 1863.  Act 
of  Congress  approved  Aug.  26, 1852 
(10  Stat.  L,  36),  and  order  of  Sec- 
retary of  War  thereunder,  dated 
Mar.  13, 1854.  Joint  resolution  of 
Congress  approved  May  7, 1870(16 
Stat.  L.,  376).  Reduction  approved 
by  Secretary  of  War  Jan.  1, 1874. 

Executive  order,  Mar.  13, 1854. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  24  1871. 


Executive  order,  June21, 1838.  Por- 
tion of  reserve  released  by  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Mar.  1^1841.  Present 
reserve  is  in  R.  86  w . 


Executive  order.  May  16, 1871. 

Executive  order.  Mar.  14, 1878.  (Gen- 
eral Orders.  No.  6,  Headquarters 
Department  of  Dakota,  Feb.  18, 
1880,  describes  the  ferry  or  bridge 
site  on  east  bank  of  river. 

Executive  orders,  Mar.  4, 1880,  June 
16, 1881. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  19, 1877. 
Executive  order,  Aug.  5, 1878. 


Executive  order,  June  10, 1879. 
Executive  order,  Dec.  7, 1886. 

Thirteen  Indian  families  residingon 
post  reservation  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed. 


Executive  orders,  Oct.  13, 1878,  and 
Jan.  5, 1887. 


a  Area  not  stated. 


6  Area  not  known. 


c  About. 


d  Estimated. 
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NuBM  and  locfttioB  d  reservation. 


tfaraed. 


Gtano  BoMnaon,  on  White  Barer,  ai  month  of 
Sming 
Post 


4  mikw  aq[naga 

Fort  Niobrara: 

PosinserFs:  Seoi. »  and  »  of  T.  34  K., 
aeo.  2.  a,  10, 11,  T.  38  N.,  and  aU  that  part 
of  sees.  2S«  23,  27,  83,  and  34  of  T.  84K. , 
and  of  aeoa.  4,  &,  8. 9,  T.  33  K.,  1y1i«  on 
the  ri^t  (aonth  and  east)  bank  of  the 
Niobrara  River,  all  in  R.  27  W.  of  the 
sixth  principal  meridian. 

Wood  and  timber  ressrve:  AH  that  part 
of  T.  34  M.,  R.  27  W.,  not  already  em- 
braosd  within  the  ezistinc  reservation, 
ezospting  seoaw  13  and  3d  (school  seo- 
tioiw)rt£e  NK  i  of  NE.  i  sec  23;  the 
KW.  i  of  N  W.  4  and  lota2  and  3of  sec.  27: 
the  NB.  i  of  8W.  i;  the  W.  f  of  8W.  | 
and  lot  3  of  seo.  28;  the  &  i  of  SB.  i  and 
8.  4  of  NB.i^of  8SC.23;  theE^of  NW. 
h  the  B.  i  of  SW.  i.  and  lota  1, 2.  3,  and 
4  of  sec.  SL  and  the  NB.  iof  aec  33. 

inT.  34  N.,B.2BW.,alIof  ssc8.&,3,7,8, 
17, 18, 28, 31,  and  88;  ail  of  aec  19,  except 
loto  2, 3, 4,  and  5;  all  of  aec  80L  except 
the  N.  i  of  SB.  h  and  lou  6,  ft,  7,  and  8, 
and  all  of  sec  30,  except  the  B.  iof  NW. 
iandlotoland2.  In  T.  38N.,R28  W., 
all  of  sees.  5, 8, 7,  and  8.  In  T.  33  N.,  B. 
27  W.,  all  of  sees.  1  and  12. 

(To  the  above  was  added  the  B.  4  of  SB.  I 
and  8.  4  of  NE.  i  sec.  23,  T.  34  N.,  R.  St 
W.,  and  at  the  same  time  there  was  ex- 
dnded  the  W.  4  of  SB.  i  and  8. 4  of  8W. 
i  of  wee  90  of  the  same  townanip  and 
raniire.) 

Bxecutive  order*  Hay  7, 1888,  restores  to 
control  of  Secretary  of  the  Interior  720 
acres  of  Fort  Niobrara  Military  Reser- 
vation, embracing  the  NW.  4  sec.  28,  NE. 
4  and  Bj  SE.  4  sec.  30  and  8. 4  see  31,  T.  34 
K.,  R.  27  W.,  x^ebraska,  for  disposal  un- 
der act  of  July  5. 1884. 


in 


Total  in  Nebraska 


NKW  MEXICO. 

Fort  Bayard,  in  T.  17  8.,  Rs.  12  and  13  W 

Fort  Sumner  Post  cemetery,  situated  in  NB. 
i sec.  16 and  NW.  i  sec.  14,  T.  2  N.,  R.  26  E. : 

These  two  subdivisions  contain 

Fort  Union  falls  within  the  confirmed  pri- 
vate land  grant  Mora: 

Post  and  timber  reserve 

Fort  Whijmte,  in  Ts.  13, 14,  and  15  N.,  Rs.  1&, 
16,  and  17  W. 

Total  in  New  Mexico 

OBBOON. 

Sand  IsUuid,  in  sees.  14, 23,  and  24,  T.  9  N.,  R. 

11  ^7. 
Point  Adams  (Fort  Stevens),  in  T.  10  N.,  R.  10 

W. ;  fractional  sees.  5  and  6  and  N.  4  sees.  7, 8, 

and  9. 
For  improvement  of  Cooa  Bay  and  Harbor: 

Lots  1,2, 3,  and  the  SW.  4  of  NW.  4  of  sec  2, 

and  lots  1  and  2  and  BE.  4  of  NE.  4  of  sec.  3, 

T.2a8.,R.  14W. 


12.800.00 

10,240.00 

5,474.84 


28,817.48 


57,438.32 


8.840.00 
380.00 


66, 88a  00 
83,200.00 


150,210.00 


198.07 
1,250.11 

174.27 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  oUt^ 
authority  and  remarks. 


Executive  orders,  Nov.  14,  \m,»ad. 

June  28, 1879. 
Executive  order,  Nov.  4, 18ax 

Executive  order,  Dec  10, 1879. 


Executive  order,  June  6, 1881. 


Bxeontive  order,  Apr.  28, 1884 


Bxecutive  order,  Apr.  19, 1868. 
Bxecutive  order.  May  22, 187L 


Bxecutive  order,  Oct.  9, 1866. 
Executive  orders,  Feb.  18, 1830,  sod 
Mar.  26, 1881. 


Executive  order,  Aug.  28, 1863. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  26,  18SS.  A 
donaticHi  claim  covers  some  40d 
acres  of  the  reservation. 

Executive  order,  July  14. 1884.  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Nov.  13,  1889,  re- 
serves parts  of  sees.  8,  4,  and  9 
and  parts  of  10  and  15;  sees.  16, 17, 
and  20  and  parts  of  sees.  21.  fSi,  S7, 
and  28;  sees.  28  and  81  and  parts  of 
32;  sec.  33  and  part  of  34,  all  in  TU 
S.,R.  13W.;  parts  of  sees.  4 and  5; 
sec  6;  parts  of  sees.  7, 18,  and  19, 
T.  25  nTR.  13  W.:  parts  of  seca. 
12. 13,  and  23  and  parts  of  24, 25,  and 
26.  T.  25  8.,  R.  14  W. 
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Names  and  lo(MtionB  of  existing  military  reservations,  etc, — ContinTied. 


Name  and  location  of  reBervation. 


OBEOON—continaed. 

North  side  of  Tillamook  Head,  fractional  SW. 
i  sec  ao,  lots  1  and  2  of  see.  30.  and  lots  1,2,3, 
and  i  of  sec. 81,  T. 6  N.,  R.  10  W. 

Total  in  OrefiTon - 

OKLAHOMA. 

Fort  Sill  wood  reserve,  in  Ts.  1  and  2  N. ,  Rs.  8 
and  9  W.,  Indian  meridian. 


Total  in  Oklahoma 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Fort  Meade: 

Post  reserve,  in  Ts.  6  and  0  N.,  R.  i  E., 

Black  HiUs  meridian. 
Timber  reservation,  as  follbws:  Sees.  19, 

ao,  81,  B.J  sec.  18,  and  W.  i  of  sec  20.  T.  6 

N.,R.5£;.:  B. i  of  sees. 24 and  26 and SE. 

i  of  sec.  18,  T.  6  N.,  B.  4  E.,  Black  Hills 

meridian. 

Total  in  Sooth  Dakota,  as  far  as  known 
or  estimated. 

UTAH. 

Fort  Douglas,  in  Ts.  1 N.  and  1  S.,  R  1 E 


Reeerration  for  water  supply  for  Fort  Dong- 
las. 


Fort  Da  Chesne,  in  T.  2  S.,  R.  1  E.,  Uintah  me- 
ridian, within  the  Uintah  Indian  Reserva- 
tion. 


Total  in  UUh  (estimated) . 

WASHINGTON. 


Port  Angeles  and  Ediz  Hook,  in  Ts.  80  and  31 
N.,  Rs.5  and  6  W. 


Canoe  Island,  off  east  coast  of  Shaw  Island . . . . 

Gape  Disappointment,  inclnding  Fort  Ouiby, 
fractional  section  9  (except  lot  4,  reserved 
for  light-house  purposes),  and  part  of  frac- 
tionalsections 4 and 6,  T. 9 N. , R.  11 W. 

Southwest  part  of  Lopez  Island,  including 
Bunch  Island  and  Whale  Rocks. 

Northwest  part  of  Lopez  Island,  extending 
from  Flat  Point  to  Upright  Point  These 
reserves  are  in  TB.84,36,and  86  N.,R.2  W. 


Area  in 
acres. 


3^7.66 


1, 944.00 


26,880.00 


26,880.00 


7,840.00 
3,844.88 


11,184.88 


2,888.10 


1.020.00 


208.66 


8, 84a  00 


8,966.76 


(a) 


48.10 
686.20 


600.80 
684.60 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Executive  order,  Nov.  4, 1885. 


Executive  order,  June  4, 1808,  in  lieu 
of  Executive  order  of  Mar.  8, 1882. 


Executive  order.  Deo.  18,1878. 

Executive  order,  Apr.  18, 1881.  Ex- 
ecutive  order,  Sept.  16,  1880,  en- 
larging the  wood  and  timber 
reservations  as  per  boundaries 
described  in  letter  of  SecretSJT 
of  War,  dated  Sept.  14, 1889. 


Executive  order,  Sept.  8, 1867.  Act 
of  Congress,  May  16, 1874  (18  Stat. 
L.,  46),  gave  20  acres  for  cemetery 
for  Salt  Lake  religious  bodies; 
act  of  Jan.  21, 1885  (2:fStat.  L.,  266), 
reduced  reserve  151.81  acres. 

Act  Mar.  3,  1887  (24  Stat.  L.,  478), 
added  to  reserve  for  water  supply. 
Executive  order  Mar.  18,  1890, 
withdraws  for  use  of  FortDoug- 
las^ubject  to  rights  of  the  U.  P. 
R.  R.  Co.,  which  nave  attached  to 
odd«numbered  sections,  sees.  13 
and28,T.lN.,R.lB.;  sec.  17;  N.4 
sec.  18,  and  E.  4  sec.  20.  T.  1 N.,  R.2 
E.,  with  exception  of  SE.  i  8E  ^ 
sec.  ao,  T.  1  N:,  R.  2  K,  Salt  Lake 
meridian,  Utah.  Estimated  area 
outside  of  land  embraced  in  ad- 
justment list  of  Central  Pacific 
R.  B.  Co.,  which  includes  sees.  13 
and  23,  T.  1 N.,  R.  1  E.,  and  sec.  17, 
T.  1  N.,  R.  2  E.,  Utah,  600  acres. 

Executive  order,  June  8,  1896,  re- 
serves SW.  i  sec.  26;  NB.  i  NE.  i 
and  lot  1  sec.  34,  T.  1  N.,  R.  1  E., 
Utah,  for  use  of  Fort  Dousrlas. 

Executive  order,  Sept.  1,1887. 


Executive  orders,  July  19, 1862,  and 
Mar.  10.  1863.  Executive  order 
May  15, 1893,  reserves  blocks  Nos. 
32  and  58  within  town  site  of  Port 
Angeles  for  custom-service  use. 

Executive  order,  July  2, 1875. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  26, 1862. 


Executive  order,  July  2, 1875. 


a  Area  not  known. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  AREA  IN  ACRES  UNAPPROPRIATED  AND  UNRESERYEE 

LAND  OFFICES  AND  STATES. 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama. 


Arizona. 


Arlrannafl 


California 


Ck>lorado. 


Florida 
Idaho .. 


Iowa ... 
Kansas. 


Louisiana. 


Michigan 


Land  district. 


Huntsvllle  ... 
Montgomery. 


Prescott. 
Tucson  .. 


Camden 

Dardanelle . 
Harrison... 
Little  Rock. 


Humboldt 

Independence. 
Los  Angeles. . . 

MarvsVlIle 

Redding 

Sacramento... 
San  Francisco. 

Stockton 

Susan  villc 

Vlsalla 


Akron 

Del  Norte 

Denver 

Durango 

Glenwood  Springs. 

Gunnison 

Hugo 

Lamar 

Leadvllle 

Montrose 

Pueblo 

Sterling 


GainesTiUe. 


Blackfoot 

Boise 

CoBur  d'Alene. 

Halley 

Lewlston 


Des  Moines  a 


Colby 

Dodge  City. 

Topeka 

Wakeoney  . 


Natchitoches. 
New  Orleans. 


Grayling.. 
Marquette 


Surveyed 
1an< 


ev< 

la. 


A.cr€9. 
294,169 
238,180 


Unsurveyed 
land. 


532.399 


6.078,618 
5,863,607 


11,9QS,225 


829,964 
l,ia9,4i>4 
1,384,920 

627.675 


3,922,042 


8,060.765 
8,075,000 
8,272,293 

780,767 
2,804,880 
1,165,296 
4,718,989 

779.696 
4,933,245 

636,697 


35,217,527 


1,133, 
2,315, 
6.002, 
2,642. 
6,663, 
1,811, 
1,589, 
3,086, 
1,469, 
3,152, 
6.426, 
1,187, 


130 
340 
490 
012 
756 
678 
170 
310 
843 
864 
460 
790 


85,480,832 


1,633,280 


2,971,722 
2,951,877 

306,951 
2,967,700 

843,586 


10,041,836 


95,789 

733,426 

4.944 

212,430 


1,046,589 


316,649 
463,363 


780,002 


192  215 
830,216 


&2,431 


Acrt». 


24,210,614 
18,251,372 


112.467,986 


Total  ar 


260,443 

8,822.000 

2.991,861 

177,629 

291,651 

290,158 

318,404 

70,689 

254,412 

137,280 


8,623.517 


666,000 
836,100 
346.000 
1,877,406 
638,718 


306,888 

997,307 

i,oeo 


4,566.360 


164,382 


5,632.385 
8,688.678 
8,. 578. 981 
13,244,603 
4,927.042 


85,921,519 


65,018 


65.018 


Acre» 

28 
23 


a  District  officers  report  no  vacant  public  land. 


53 


30.29 
24,10 


54. 4C 


8S 
1.19 

1.3fi 
68 


3,8S 


8.3S 
11,81 

oe 

8,(1 
1.42 

6,  OS 
86 

5.1£ 

n 


43,84 


1,1S 
2.  VI 
5.3S 
2,W 
8.01 
2,34 
1.5« 
3.06 

i.n 

4,16 
6,42 

1.18 


40,08 


1,79 


8,50 
11.50 

8.88 
16.21 

6,77 


45.96 


(a) 


9 
73 

21 


1.0* 


38 
441 


84 


la 
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statement^  by  States^  Territories,  and  land  districtsy  etc. — Continued. 
RECAPITULATION  OP  ABEA  IN  ACRES  UNAPPROPRIATED,  ETC.-Contlnued. 


State  or  Territory. 

Land  diatrict. 

Surveyed 
land. 

Unsurveyed 
land. 

Total  area. 

MiniMwotii 

CrfKikston 

986,191 

2,130,717 

1.613 

276,460 

AcrtM. 
1.165,840 
l,«n,988 

AcrfB. 
2.151.081 

Duluth 

3,811,705 
1.613 

MAmhmll  , 

St.  Cload 

276.460 

•TlM*^ftOII 

3,402.961 

2,837,828 

6.240,800 

VMMippi 

441,220 

441,220 

Boonrille 

ViMonH 

09,460 

iVj,  tjo4 

300,020 

99,460 

Ironton 

88,384 

Springfield. 

309.920 

Boceman 

407.764 

497,764 

VontuA..  S3. 

1.554,976 
8,460.470 

638.684 
3,501.(JD4 
3,330,050 

302,932 

4,600.912 
14.387.610 

4,237.882 

3,152.579 
21,445,766 

5,911,152 

6,164.888 
22.847.980 

4,776,566 

6,653,583 
24,775,816 

6,214,084 

Helena 

ir#liRpAi1 

Lewistown 

Miles  City 

MImaqIi^.. 

A1tiRn'H«   

17.688,116 

53,74l,8ri 

71,432,917 

IStinAf^ 

2.518,71*8 

2,700,740 

19,759 

210,716 

806.494 

787.940 

757,720 

2,858.186 

2  518.798 

BrcAenbow 

2. 709. 740 

Lincoln 

10,750 

McCook 

210. 716 

North  Platte 

806.404 

0*Nelll 

787,040 

Sidney  

757. 720 

Valentine 

2.858.186 

Carson  City 

]0.6(i9,353 

10,6t».:)53 

Nend« 

29.390.467 

32,179.129 

61  578  586 

Clayton 

^ew  Mexico 

7.713,9HO 
14.n6.234 

9.239,298 
11,238.830 

485  400                K  1QQ  XV\ 

Ijan  Crace0   

4,757,727 
5,873.768 

2,907,800 

19.5Si.961 

Roewell 

15.113.066 

Santa  Fe 

14.136.690 

42,968.293 

14.(B4,755 

56,983.(M7 

Korth  Dakota 

5,0U,648 

2,405.030 

245. 435 

252.860 

3,112,460 

6,587,500 

11,5:6.148 
2.405.030 

IVviifiTAke            .   . 

Fargo 

245, 4%> 

Grand  Forks 

252,800 

Minot 

3,837,360 

6,049,820 

Alva 

11.000, 4;J3 

9.424.860 

21,38.5.293 

O^i^hmnft  , 

434,554 
2,280 

1,146.256 

1,321,546 

ai5.670 

2,717 

4.837,?i3 

434  554 

Enid 

2,280 
32 

Quthrie 

Kingfisher 

1.146,256 

4,460 

1.326  006 

Oklahoma       ,     . . 

355,670 

Perry 

2.717 

Wooaward 

4,837,723 

Bu rns  ..................... 

8,100.778 

4,4({0               8,105,238 

OrcBou  •«..*«  ••••*••••. 

5,349.271 
4,304,601 
7.453.722 
1,219.570 
1,658.512 
3,606.338 

.2,(69.486 
1,476.614 
6.189,411 

506,611 
2,636.7:^ 

371,440 

7,378,757 
6.871,215 

Ijagrande 

Lakeview  ....    . 

12,64:).l.'i3 

Oregon  City 

1.730.190 

Roeebnrg 

4.205.245 

The  Dalles 

3.977.778 

Aberdeen 

23.682,023 

12,210,295 

:i6,892,318 

South  Dakota 

iw.iei 

1,205.627 

174,800 

56.0f57 

1.860,144 

7,54;?,177 

119,603 

iai,«23 

OhRTTiberlAin                 ,  ,    , 

118,780 

1.324.407 

Huron 

174. 800 

Mitchell 

66.067 

Pierre  

1.860.144 

Rapid  City 

1,978,  .508 

9.521.1)85 

Watertown 

119,698 

ll,15;j.430 

2,097,288  1           13,250.n8 
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Dedacting  from  the  $825,000  appropriated  the  Bums  of  $40,000  for  ezaminatioDS 
in  the  fi^d,  etc.,  and  $15,000  for  resurve^s,  there  remains  available  for  apportion- 
ment among  the  several  surveying  districts  the  snm  of  $270,000. 

From  tiie  $270,000  available  there  is  hereby  apportioned  to  the  district  of 

the  sum  of  $— — . 

The  rates  per  mile  allowed  by  the  appropriation  act  of  June  11, 1896,  for  the  6fl- 
cal  year  ending  Jane  80, 1807,  are  the  same  as  those  allowed  by  the  act  of  March 
2, 1895,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  80, 1890,  except  that  the  special  maximnm 
rates  of  $25  for  standard  and  meander  lines,  $28  for  townsliip,  and  $20  for  section 
lines  mav  be  allowed,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Laterior,  for  l^e 
survey  of  lands  that  are  heavily  timbered,  monntainons,  or  covered  with  dense 
undergrowth  in  the  States  of  Colorado  and  Utah  (said  special  mazimum  rates 
being,  under  the  act  of  March  2, 1895,  applicable  only  to  the  States  of  Califoniu, 
Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Wyoming,  and  the  Territcnry  of 
Arizona). 

The  fund  provided  for  examinations  will  be  retained  under  the  direct  control  (rf 
this  office,  and  expended  principally  for  the  maintenance  of  a  corps  of  competent 
examiners  (special  agents  for  the  examinations  of  surveys) ,  who  will  be  deta^ 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service  in  the  several  surveying  districts. 
Employees  of  this  office,  who  are  competent  and  exx)erienoed  Burveyors,  will  also 
be  aetiuled  to  make  examinations  in  the  several  surveying  districts  whenever  snch 
a  course  is  necessary  in  order  to  expedite  the  work  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  It 
is  the  intention  of  this  office  to  have  all  surveys,  as  far  as  possible,  examined  in 
the  field  by  its  special  agents  or  office  employees  detailed  for  tttat  purpoee. 

The  said  act  of  June  11, 1896,  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expeoaBs 
of  the  Qovemment  for  the  current  fiscal  year  appropriates: 

' '  For  survey  of  private  land  claims  in  the  States  of  Colorado,  Nevada,  Wyoming, 
and  Utah,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  confirmed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  a  court  of  pri- 
vate land  clainA,  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  private  haid  claims,  in 
certain  States  and  Territories,*  approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-one,  and  for  the  resurvey  of  such  private  land  claims  heretofore  confirmed 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  twenty  thousand  dollars.'* 

The  annual  instructions  issued  under  date  of  October  10, 1895,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  80, 1896,  were  full  and  explicit,  and  the  surveying  rates  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  being  the  same  as  for  that  year,  the  said  instmctioDs  6t 
October  10, 1895,  are  herebv  made  applicable  to  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  yon 
will  be  governed  accordingly. 
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m 

Average  number  of  clerks 27 

Tabulated  statement  of  work  performed  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1897, 

DOCKET  CASES. 

Cases  pending  July  1, 1896: 

InyolTing  applications 1, 022 

Involving  entries 781 

Involving  lists 206 

2,009 

Cases  docketed  and  reinstated  daring  the  year: 

Involving  applications. .  _ 566 

Involving  entries. 155 

Involving  lists 81 

752 

Total 2,761 

Cbo&r  closed  during  the  year: 

Involving  applications 648 

Involving  entries 98 

Involving  lists 34 

780 

Cases  pending  July  1, 1897: 

Involving  applications 886 

Involving  entries 786 

Involving  lists 203 

Total 1,981 

Including— 

Cases  x)ending  before  the  Secretary  on  appeal  or  otherwise. .      700 
Cases  pending  before  this  office  in  which  action  has  been  had .      413 

1,113 

Cases  pending  before  this  office  not  acted  on 868 

Of  which  330  cases  are  suspended  to  awidtgdecisions  in  other  cases. 

Cases  transmitted  to  Secretary  during  the  year. 

Appeals,  etc 391 

Motions  for  review 87 

Applications  for  certiorari 20 

498 

Office  decisions  in  docket  cases  rendered  during  the  year: 

Involving  applications,  for  applicant 270 

Involving  applications,  against  applicant 221 

491 

Involving  entries,  for  entryman 66 

Involving  entries,  against  entryman '.        34 

100 

Involving  lists,  for  company 10 

Involving  lists,  against  company 52 

62 

653 

Hearings  ordered 76 

Secretary's  decisions  promulgated 424 

Reports  to  Congress 3 

Reports  to  the  Secretary 100 

207 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  LANDS. 

Pending Jnlyl.  1896.. _ __        682 

Beoeived  during  the  year 0 

Cv3 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

By  decisions  in  favor  of  applicants 106 

By  decisions  against  applicants  . .       172 

By  reference  to  other  aivisions _   ... 4 

2S 

Pending  July  1,  1897 ^jd 

All  of  which  are  held  suspended,  awaiting  decisions  in  similar  cases  pending 
before  the  Secretary. 

ENTRIES. 

Pending  July  1.1896: 

Original  entries _ 1, 501 

Final  entries _ _ 1,011 

2,512 

Received  during  the  year: 

Original  entries ___ 515 

Final  entries _ 463 

978 

Total -. 3,490 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

By  cancellation 184 

By  decisions  against  railroads,  cases  closed,  entries  referred. 1, 067 

— ^ 1.251 

Pending  July  1 .  1897 : 

Original  entries _ 1, 360 

Final  entries 879 

2.239 

Included  in  docket  cases 719 

Suspended 1,137 

1,856 

Balance _ _ 883 

Most  of  which  have  received  action. 

LETTERS. 

Pending  July  1 .  1896 45 

Received  during  the  year  _ 9, 288 

9,333 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

Answered 4 ,  264 

Filed  (no  answer  required) 4,586 

Referred  to  other  divisions 444 

9,294 

Pending  unanswered  July  1,  1897 _ 39 

Letters  written  during  the  year _ 12,114 

Pages  of  press  copy  covered 15,426 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

» 

Av«»riiKt»  nunibor  of  clerks  engaged  during  the  year  examining  lists ...  li 

AviM'Kgt*  lumilM^r  of  clerks  engaged  during  the  year  on  adjustments. . .  2« 

Hnllroml  li«tn.  in  acres,  canceled  during  the  year 193, 527. 5;J 

Piifcontj*.  ntuubor  of  pages  written  and  compared 1, 485 

Patmits,  utunbor  of  pages  recorded  and  compared 1, 481 

Copy,  nuinlwr  of  1)««:oh  written  and  compared 7, 475 

Numlwr  of  pagos  typewritten .. .  13,551 

Number  of  uamrrt  indoxed —  63, 257 

Number  of  uortittoil  copies  furnished  (69  without  charge) 182 


I 


Wt V 

ittere  and  cases  enterea 
;tioii8  on  cases  and  lert«B^  uni-L 
kids  for  notation  on  tiaes  i*»jm 
irds  for  entries  and 


During  the  fiscal  T**r  -aicioir  .  =fc-  • 
^  or  patented  on  a<y-  ixj^r-  ir  T-.i..-->ifc.  :r 


2f 


laatie  aad  Pacific 

.  Lioai»,  Iron  Moontaic  ki.  --  >  niur; 

ntral  Branch  Union  P*c:dii 

mtral  Pacific  (proper. 

Do — 

Do 

Do 

intral  Pacific  ( snct*!*fi^  c  •.     .^-  ^ 

lion  Pacific  (success^  t  ':  _»a.'>»r 

orida  Central  and  PferiTrt«.  ag- 

alf  and  Ship  I' land ~ 

ftstingd  and  Dakota 

licafOj  Milwankee  and  si 

ewOrieana  Pacific 

orthern  Pacific 

Do 

Do — — 

Do 

Do 

Do — 

icksburg,  Shrevepc.rt  as*!  r-ifc-rfi- 

•regon  and  California 

>regon  and  California  <oo"<-^ 

elma,  Rome  and  Dalt  z. . , 

ThicHgo,  Milwaukc*  aii-i  S^ 

South  and  North  Ala>j«2^ 

kjuthem  Pacific  (main  .i^-    ...  - 

southern  Pacific  (branci*  i^2«t    — . 

union  Pacific  ( proper^ 

Do 

Do ~ 

Do ^ 

Union  Pacific  (successor  v^  ijoma,  ^*  3. 

Do -  -^ 

Wisconsin  Central 


Total 


i 

• 

The  grants  by  CoLr*^^  •;.,.,  4 

railroads  and  wagon  rjiu   ^i .    ^  ^  "  »-      :  ^^ 

final  adjustment,  airi  •»%. -,   .        .         '^  -'  «^ 

ise 
een 

nthe 


ommendations  as  to  jkt.j  .»  .  ^  _  -^    - 


«:;• 


Vicksburg  and  Meridiat  -  '"  ^phlet. 

Orejron  Central  MilltaiT  ▼«-•:  .:^  -    .          *"  ill  the 

Chicago,  Bock  I8hi^«.t  ^,-  .     -  .  ;"  )^"^ 

Cedar  Rapids  and  Miwittr  is>-  ^_  JT  i  f  or  the 


•  ••■•-■ .  ^ , ,  ^i*i 


The  grants  to  ait  £  1^    ,^  ^. 
wagon  roads  li  ^  ^  Wg>^^   ^^  '1  * '  '     "^'  '  -  trr..;  »«.   ''"**!'^ 
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I' 
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found  to  have  been  erroneously  conveyed  under  them  by  patent  or 
certification: 


Name  of  road. 


ChicaiEo,  8t.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha 

HanniDBl  and  St.  Joseph 

Grand  Kapids  and  Indiana 

Sionx Cityand St.  Paul 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas 

Winonaand  St.  Peter 

Coosa  and  Tennessee 

St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City 

Dubuque  and  Pacific 

St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  (main  line  and  St.  Vincent  extension) 

Hastings  and  Dakota 

St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  (Arkansas) 

Chicaffo,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul 

VicksDurg.  Shreveport  and  Pacific \ 

CoosBay  Military  wagon  Road 

Bay  de  Noquet  and  Marquette 

Momlo  and  Qirard  

Alabama  and  Florida 

Florida  and  Alabama 

Willamette  Valley  and  C^ascade  Mountain  Wagon  Boad  Company 

St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  (Missouri) 

Southwest  Pacific. 

Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith 

Florida  Centi'al  and  Peninsular 

South  and  North  Alabama 

Do. 


Burlington  and  Missouri  River  (Iowa) 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe 

Atlantic  and  Pacific  (Missouri)  or  St.  Louis  and  San  Frandsco  (Springfield  to  west 

boundary  of  State) 

Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Wisconsin) 

WillR  valley,  now  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 

Northeast  and  Southwest  Alabama,  now  Alabama  and  CSiattanooga 


Date  of 

retom. 


Feb.  12,  m 
May  SS.IKT 
June  30, 1887 
July  27, 18^ 
Aug.  2.1tB7 
Dec.  »,VS9 
JulyS^liOO 

Oct.  t^\m 

Apr.  9.1891 
Junel0.1fl»i 
JuneS.lB»l 
Nov.  l«,18ll 
July  29,  Ue 
May  I^ISBS 
Sept.  Dm 
Oct    3.1«Si 

Apr.21,l« 
Deaas,]flB 
Dec. ».  193 
Jan.  S7,)m 
F^b.  12.UN 
Mar.ajSN 
Oct  10,18N 
Dec.  6.UN 
Dec  2i,]m 
Jan.  12.1895 
July  9,I«» 
July  18,  UK 

Sept  28,  IMS 
Feb.  21.18M 
Oct  16,196 
Mar.lS^ievr 


In  nearly  all  tliese  cases  the  findings  and  recommendations  of  this 
office  have  received  the  approval  of  the  Department,  which  in  return- 
ing the  papers  gave  instructions  relating  almost  exclusively  to  the 
recovery  of  title  to  lands  which  had  been  erroneously  certified  or 
patented. 

In  the  following  grants  instructions  for  reexaminations,  in  view  of 
recent  rulings  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and  the  passage 
by  Congress  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  42),  were  given, 
viz:  The  Burlington  and  Missouri  River  Railroad,  of  Iowa;  the  St 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  Railroad,  of  Arkansas;  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul,  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter,  and  the 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railway,  of  Minnesota,  and  the 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railroad,  of  Wisconsin. 

In  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  case  the  grants  for  the 
main  line  and  St.  Vincent  extension  having  been  adjust-ed  as  an 
entirety,  instructions  for  an  entire  readjustment,  separately,  were 
given. 

The  Cedar  Rapids  and  Missouri  River  case  is  again  before  the 
Department  on  a  motion  for  receiver.  A  full  description  of  this  case 
was  given  in  the  report  of  this  office  for  1896,  page  220. 

During  the  year  examinations  of  the  grants  to  the  State  of  Iowa  for 
the  Burlington  and  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  and  to  the  New 
Orleans  Pacific  Railway  Company  have  been  completed  and  are  ready 
for  submission  to  the  Department.  Reexamination  of  the  grants  to 
the  California  and  Oregon  Railroad  Company  in  California,  the  Si 
Louis,  Iron  Mountain  and  Southern  Railroad  Company  in  Arkansas, 
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the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  Washington  and  Montana, 
and  the  Southern  Minnesota  Extension  of  Minnesota  are  well 
advanced. 

A  large  number  of  suits  against  railroad  companies  and  their  trans- 
ferees or  grantees,  for  the  recovery  of  title  to  erroneously  certified  or 
X>atented  lands  have  been  instituted.  During  the  past  year,  in  view 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1896  (supra),  a  number  of 
these  suits  have  been  dismissed,  and  the  railroad  companies  called 
ui)on  to  make  showing  as  to  the  bona  fide  sale  and  purchase  of  the 
lands  involved,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be  determined  whether  con- 
firmation of  titles  in  the  purchasers  should  be  declared  and  the  com- 
pany sued  for  the  Government  price  of  the  lands,  or  whether  suit 
should  be  prosecuted  for  the  recovery  of  the  land. 

In  a  few  cases  the  titles  in  the  purchaseps  have  been  declared  con- 
firmed by  the  Department,  and  pursuant  to  departmental  directions 
demands  have  been  made  upon  the  railroad  companies  to  which  the 
lands  were  erroneously  certified  or  patented  for  the  Government  price 
thereof. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  legislation  by  Congress  that  will 
affect  the  adjustment  of  these  grants,  and  while  there  have  been 
decisions  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  which  will  affect 
the  action  of  the  Department  in  the  prosecution  of  the  suits  afore- 
said (United  States  v.  Winona  and  St.  Peter  Railroad  Company,  165 
U.  S. ,  2063,  and  idem,  483),  and  in  the  determination  of  conflicts  arising 
between  settlers  and  claimants  under  railroad  grants  (Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  v.  Colburn,  164  U.  S.,  383;  Northern  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  v.  Saunders,  166  U.  S.,  620),  it  is  not  believed  any  of 
said  decisions  will  appreciably  affect  the  amount  of  work  coming  before 
this  office  and  Department. 


RIGHT-OF-WAY  RAILROADS. 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875  (18  Stat.  L.,  482),  Congress  granted 
to  railroads,  upon  certain  conditions,  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  special  acts,  444  companies 
have  filed  articles  of  incorporation  which  have  been  accepted,  7  of 
which  were  accepted  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897. 
Right  of  way  has  been  approved  to  368  companies,  5  of  which  received 
their  first  approvals  during  the  same  period.  There  were  received 
during  the  year  255  maps  of  locations  of  railroads,  60  of  which  have 
been  approved,  14  have  been  filed  not  requiring  approval,  23  are 
X>ending  before  the  honorable  Secretary,  and  179  have  been  otherwise 
disposed  of,  a  few  of  which  were  rejected,  the  rest  having  been 
returned  for  correction. 

Instructions  for  making  applications  under  this  act  are  given  in  the 
circulars  of  March  21, 1892,  and  July  30, 1894,  issued  in  one  pamphlet. 

A  list  of  companies  that  have  had  maps  approved  is  given  in  the 
following  table,  with  references  to  various  special  acts  passed  for  the 
benefit  of  said  companies. 
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Name  and  location  of  reflerration. 


KANSAS— <x>ntiiiued. 
Fort  Riley,  in  Ts.  11  and  12  S.,  Rs. 5  and  6  E. 


Total  in  Kansas. 


LOUISIANA. 

Battery  Bienrenne,  in  T.  12  S.,  B.  13  E.  .east  of 

river:  ''The  public  lands  1,200  yards  ea(^ 

way  from  the  fort." 
Fort  Livingston,  on  west  end  of  Grand  Terre 

Island. 
Fort  Jackson,  sec.  50,T.  20  8. ,  R.dO  E. ,  southeast 

district,  west  of  Mississippi  River. 
Fort  Pike,  consisting  of  ^'the  public  land 

within  1,300  yards  of  Fort  Pike.^' 


Fort  St.  Philip,  sec.  11  T.19  S.,  R.17  E.,  south- 
east district,  east  of  river. 

Tower  Dupres:  "All  the  public  land  within 
1,200  yards  of  the  fort,'Mn  T.  13  S.,  R.  14  E., 
east  of  Missi&sippi  River. 

Fort  Macomb,  on  Pass  Chef  Menteur:  ''All 
the  public  land  vrithin  1,200  yards  from  the 
fort." 

Proctor  Landing,  on  Lake  Borgne 


United  States  barracks  and  land  adjoining 
and  above  same,  near  New  Orleans,  on  left 
bank  Mississippi  River,  about  3  miles  above 
city. 

Baton  Rouge  Arsenal,  adjoining  Baton  Rouge. 

Total  in  Louisiana,  as  far  as  konwn  or 
estimated. 

MICHIGAN. 

First  area  between  south  boundaries  of 
claims  Nos.  95  and  96  and  north  boundary 
of  canal  grant,  in  T.  47  N.,  R.  1  E.;  second 
area  between  north  line  of  canal  street  and 
south  boundary  cuial  grant,  shown  iu  dia- 
gram with  order. 

St.  Marys  Falls  Canal  reserve,  in  sec.  6,  T. 
47N.,  R.  IE. 

Improvement  of  Hay  Lake  Channel,  St.  Marys 
River,  lots  5  and  6,  sec.  2,  and  lot  3,  6ec.«3, 
T.45N.,  R.  2E. 


Fort  Brady. 


Area  in 
acres. 


a  19, 899. 22 


22.649.22 


(b) 

126.16 
740.97 
(b) 


566.12 
(c) 

(6) 

d92.00 

(c) 

(6) 


1,515.25 


(c) 


9.41 
145.90 


2,673.10 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Executive  order.  May  5. 1855.  Re- 
duced in  area  under  joint  resolu- 
tion of  July  2B,  1866  (U  SUt.  L. 
367),  and  order  of  President  there- 
under of  July  19.  1867.  Further 
reduced  under  act  of  Mar.  2, 1867 
(14  Stat.  L.,  573). 


Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842. 


Purchased  by  United  States  in  Jan- 
uary, 1834. 
Executive  order,  Febi  9, 1842^ 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9,  1842.  AH 
the  land  has  been  patented  to  the 
State  as  swamp  except  sec.  19  of 
T.  10  S. ,  R.  15  E. ,  southeast  district, 
east  of  river  and  south  of  Oreat 
Rigolet.  Area  of  reserve  in  sec. 
19  not  known. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9, 1842.  Lands 
found  to  be  covered  by  a  private 
land  claim. 

Executive  order,  Feb.  9,  1842.  See 
Ex.  order  June  20, 1896.  relinquish- 
ing part  of  Fort  Macomb. 

Purchased  Mar.  15. 1856. 

Purchased  by  United  States  Dec.  14, 
1833,  and  May  17, 1848 


Purchased  in  1814. 


Executive  order.  May  9,1885. 


a  About. 


b  Area  not  known. 


c  Area  not  stated. 


Executive  order,  June  10, 1882. 

Executive  order,  Oct.  30, 1884.  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Oct.  12,  1880.  Re- 
serves islands  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4, 
in  sec.  6,  T.  47  N..  R.  1  B..  for  use 
in  connection  with  improvement 
of  St.  Marys  River  at  Hay  Lake 
Channel,  1&.50. 

Executive  order,  Jan.  19,  1895,  re- 
serves followmg  tracts  for  rifle 
range  and  other  military  purposes 
in  connection  with  post  of  Fort 
Brady:  N.  i_NW.  i,  SW.  i  NW.  i, 
and  W.  i  8  W.  \  sec.  6,  E.  4^  and  E.  i 
\V\J  sec.  6,  N.  i  NE.  J_and  NE.  i 
NW.  i  sec.  7,  T.  45  N.,  R.  ^W. ;  S.  k 
NW.  i,  N.  i  SW.  i.and  8E. i  SW. i 
sec.  28,  S.  t  N.  i  and  S._i8ec.29,  S.  k 
N.i,  E.  \  SW.  i,  and  SE.  i  sec.  30.  S. 
i  NE.  iand  E.  1  NW.  i sec.  81,  W. 
fand  NW.  \  NE.  i  sec.  98,  T.  46  N., 
k  4  W. ;  S. iN.  i 8ec.25,  T. 46 N. ,  R 
5  W. 

d  Approximate  present  area. 
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JVameff  and  locations  of  existing  military  reservations,  etc. — Continned. 


Name  and  location  of  reservation. 


31  i€H  lo  AN— con  tinned . 

The  nngnrveyed  islands  in  sees.  9  and  10,  T. 
4"N.,B.1.E. 


Port  Wayne,  near  city  of  Detroit . 


Tbtal  in  Michigan  as  far  as  known 

MIXXE80TA. 

Fort  Snelling,  at  Junction  of  MiasiflBippi  and 
Miimesota  rivers. 


Rfserration  on  St.  Lonis  River,  in  Minnesota, 
lot  1,  sec.  30,  T.  49  N..  R.  13  W. 

Total  in  Minnesota,  except  Fort  Snelling. 

MISSOURI. 

errand  Tower  Rock,  in   Mississippi   River, 

which,  if  surveyed,  would  be  in  sec.  20,  T. 

34  N ,  R.  U  E.  of  fifth  principal  meridian. 
°ort  Leavenworth,  on  east  bank  of  Missouri 

River,  in  Ts.  SSS  and  63  N.,  R.  36  W.  of  fifth 

principal  meridian. 


Total  in  Missouri,  as  far  as  known  or 
estimated. 

MONTANA. 


CampBaker,  in  T.  11  N..  R.  4E 

Fort  Keogh,  at  mouth  of  Tongue  River. 


Fort  Aflslnniboine,  mostly  between  the  Ziilk 
and  Missouri  rivers,  and  within  the  reser- 
vation for  the  Qros  Ventre,  Plegan,  and 
other  Indians. 
Fort  Missoula: 

Original  reserve;  Sec. 81,  T.  18  N.,  R.  19  W. 

Additional  reserve:  S.  iNE.  i  and  SE.  i 

sec.  25iT.  13 N.,  R.  20  W.,  the  8.  i  NE. i, 

8.  i  N W.  i,  8E.  i  of  SE.  i,  NE.  i  ot  S W_J, 

and  W.  i  of  S  W.  isec.30,  T.  13N.,  R.  19  W. 

Timber  reserve  on  unsurveyed  land 

Fort  Custer  post  reservation,  6  miles  square, 

in  townships  1  and  2  S.,  Rs.  33  and  34  £. 
National  cemetery  of  Custer's  battlefield 


Limestone  reservation,  near  old  Fort  C.  F. 
Smith. 

Total  in  Montana,  as  far  as  known  or 
estimated. 

NEBRASKA. 

Port  McPherson  National  Cemetery 


Area  in 
acres. 


(a) 


(fe) 


2.?28.41 


ib) 


7.32 


ae 


(b) 
c 1.000. 00 


i,rjoo.oo 


2.400.00 
c57.619.00 


d 168, 640. 00 


640.00 
660.23 


1,677.41 
2:3,040.00 

640.00 
2,227.380 


257,343.84 


107.00 


Date  of  Executive  order  or  other 
authority  and  remarks. 


Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Sept.  6, 
1885.  Executive  order,  Sept.  2S, 
18H5.  Inlands  Nos.  1, 2, 8,  and  4.  in 
sec.  6,  T.  47  N.,  R.  1  E.,  Mich.  Ex- 
ecutive order,  Oct.  1)!,  1889.  Area 
not  stated. 

Land  dee<led  to  the  Unitiod  States 
June  3, 1842,  and  Apr.  16, 1844. 


Reservation  made  at  the  request  of 
SecreUry  of  War,  July  13,  1839, 
and  Secretarv  of  Treasury,  July 
15, 1839.  President's  orders,  dated 
Mav  26, 1853,  and  Nov.  16, 1868.  Act 
of  Congress  approved  Aug.  26, 1862 
(10  Sti^.  L.,  3H),  and  order  of  Sec- 
retary of  War  thereunder,  dated 
Mar.  13, 1864.  Joint  resolution  of 
Congress  approved  May  7, 1870(16 
Stat.  L. ,  376 ) .  Reduction  approved 
by  Secretary  of  War  Jan.  1, 1874. 

Executive  order,  Mar.  13, 1854. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  24  1871. 


Executive  order,  June  21. 1838.  Por- 
tion of  reserve  released  by  Secre- 
Ury of  War,  Mar.  1 ,  1841.  Present 
reserve  is  in  R.  36  W. 


Executive  order.  May  16, 1871. 

Executive  order.  Mar.  14, 1878.  (Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  6,  Headquarters 
Department  of  Dakota,  Feb.  18, 
1880,  describes  the  ferry  or  bridge 
site  on  east  bank  of  river. 

Executive  orders,  Mar.  4, 1880,  June 
IG,  1881. 


Executive  order,  Feb.  19, 1877. 
Executive  order,  Aug.  5, 1878. 


Executive  order,  June  10, 1879. 
Executive  order,  Dec.  7, 1886. 

Thirteen  Indian  families  residing  on 
post  reservation  not  to  be  ois- 
tnrbed. 


Executive  orders,  Oct.  13, 1873,  and 
Jan.  6, 1887. 


a  Area  not  stated. 


&  Area  not  known. 


cAbout. 


d  Estimated. 
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Right-of'tvay  railroad  companies,  etc, — Continned. 
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Name  of  company. 


Dnlnth  and  Winnipeg  R-  Rm  now  Dulnth,  Superior  and  Western 
R.  R.  (act  Oct.  17,  1888,  25  Stat.  L.,  658,  through  Fond  du  Lac 
Indian  Reservation;  act  March  2,  1889,  85  Stat.  L  ,  1010,  through 
Leech  Lake  and  White  Earth  Indian  reservations:  act  June  2, 
1880,  26  Stat.  L..  126,  through  Winnibigoshish,  Cass  Lake,  White 
Oak  Point,  and  Red  Lake  Indian  reservations;  act  Aug.  27, 1804, 
28  Stat.  Lm  fiOi,  act  Feb.  ^1897, 20  Stat.  L.,  702,  through  Chippewa 
and  White  Earth  Indian  Reservations.    All  in  Minnesota. ) 

Duluth,  <>ook8ton  and  Northern  R.  R 

Duluth,  Missabeand  Northern  Rwy 

Duluth,  Mississippi  River  and  Northern  R.  R 

Duluth,  Pierre  and  Black  Hills  R  R 

Duluth,  South  Shore  and  Atlantic  Rwy.,  successor  to  Detroit,  Mack- 
inac and  Marquette  R.  R.  and  Duluth,  Superior  and  Michlffan  Rwy. 

Duluth,  8ui>erior  and  Michigan  Rwy.,  now  Duluth,  South  Snore  and 
Atlantic  Rwy.  (treatv  Sept.  80,  1864,  10  Stat.  L.,  1100,  art.  3, 
through  La  Pointe  Indian  Reservation,  Wis.). 

Duluth,  Superior  and  Western  R.  R.,  formerly  Duluth  and  Winni- 
peg R.  R.  (act  Feb.  23,  1807, 20  Stat  L.,  702,  through  Chippewa 
and  White  ESarth  Indian  reservations). 

Duluth,  Watertown  and  Pacific  Rwy 

Dunseith  and  Southeastern  R.  R 

Durango,  Cortez  and  Salt  Lake  R.  R 

Durango  Rwy 

Durango.  Rico  and  Northern  R.  R 

Eastern  Railway  of  Minnesota 

Eastern  Wyoming  R.  R 

Eastern  Wvoming  Rwy 

Echo  and  Park  City  Rwy.,  successor  to  Summit  County  R.  R 

Elk  Mountain  Rwy 

Escambia  R.R 

Eureka  and  Palisade  R.  R 


Eureka  Springs  Rwy 

Everettand  Monte  Cristo  Rwy 

Fteirhavenand  Southern  R.  R 

Fargo  and  Southwestern  R.  R 

Fargo,  Larrimore  and  Northern  Rwy 

Farmers*  Railway,  Navigation  and  Steamship  Portage  Co.,  now 
Columbia  Bailwav  and  Navigation  Co. 

Florence  and  Cripple  Creek  R.  R 

Florence,  Cripple  Creek  and  State  Line  R.  R 

Florence  Southern  R.R 

Florida  Southern  Rwy 

Forest  City  and  Sioux  City  R.  R.  (act  Feb.  12,  1805,  28  Stat.  L.,  658, 
through  Sioux*Indian  Reservation,  S.  Dak.). 

Forest  Citv  and  Watertown  R.  R.  (act  Mar.  2, 1880,  25  Stat.  L..  852, 
Sioux  Inoian  Reservation,  S.  Dak.). 

Fremont,  Elkhom  and  Missouri  Valley  R  R.  (act  Jan.  20, 1885.  23 
Stat.  L.,  284,  through  Fort  Robinson  Military  Reservation,  Nebr. ; 
act  F(  b.  28. 1887, 24  Stat.  L.,  484,  through  Fort  Meade  Military  Res- 
ervation, S.  Dak.). 

Cleorgetown,  Breckenridge  and  Leadville  Rwy. 

Ueorgetown,  Silver  Creek  and  Chicago  Lakes  Rwy 

Gila  valley.  Qlobe  and  Northern  Rwy.  * -,.- 

OlenwoodHigh  Line  Rwy • 

Grand  Island  and  Northern  Wyoming  R.  R ■ 

Grand  Island  and  Wyoming  Central  B.R , ■ 


Grand  Valley  Rwy 

Grayling,  Twin  Lakes  and  Northeastern  R.  R 

Grays  Peak,  Snake  River  and  Leadville  Rwy 

Great  Falls  and  Canada  Rwy 

Great  Salt  Lake  and  Hot  Springs  Rwy 

Great  Southern  Rwy.  (act  of  June  4, 1872^17  Stat.  L.,  224) . . . .  t 

Greeley,  Bear  River  and  Pacific  R.  R.  ana  Telegraph  (Ik>« 

Greeley,  Salt  Lake  and  Pacific  Rwy 

Green  River  and  Northern  R.  R 

Helena  and  Jefferson  County  R.  R 

Helena  and  Northern  Kwy 

Helena  and  Red  Mountain  R.  R 

Helena,  Boulder  Valley  and  Butte  R.  R 

Houston,  Central  Arkansas  and  Northern  R.  R 

Hutchinson  and  Southern  R.  R.  (acts  of  Sept.  96, 1890.  26  Stat.  L., 

486,  Feb.  S,  1802,  27  Stat.  L.,  2,  and  Aug.  27;  1804,  28  Stat.  L.,  606; 

through  Indian  Territory). 
Idaho  Oentral  Rwy.,  now  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Utah  Northern 

Rwy. 

Idaho  North  and  South  Rwy 

Iron  Mountain  Rwy • 

Iron  River  Rwy. ,  now  Chicago  and  Northwestern  Rwy 


States  and  Territories. 


Minneanta. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
South  Dakota. 
Wisoontdn  and  ifi«*hig*n. 

Do. 


Minnesota. 


South  Dakota. 
North  Dakota. 
Colorado. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota. 
Wyoming. 

Do. 
Utah. 
Colorado. 
Alabama. 
Nevada. 
Arkansas. 
Washington. 

Do. 
North  Dakota. 

Do. 
Oregon  and  Washington. 

Colorado. 

Do. 

Do. 
Florida. 
South  Dakota. 


Do. 

Nebraska,  South 
and  Wyoming. 


Dakota, 


Colorado. 

Do. 
Arizona. 
Colorado. 
Wyoming. 

South    Dakota   and   Ne- 
braska. 
Colorado. 
Michigan. 
Colorado. 
Montana. 
Utah. 
Florida. 
Colorado. 

Do. 
Washingtoi. 
Montana. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Louisiana. 
Oklahoma. 


Idaho. 

Oregon  and  Idaha 

OiUfomia. 

Michigan. 
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Right-of-way  railroad  companies,  etc, — Con  tinned. 
[The  *  indicates  that  right  of  way  was  first  approved  daring  the  i>ast  year.] 


Name  of  comi>any. 


Jacksonville,  Pensacola  and  MobUo  R.  R.  (act  of  Mar.  3. 1875, 18  Stat. 

L.,  600). 
Jacksonville,  St.  Augostine  and  Halifax  River  Rwy.  (act  Jnly  11, 

1800,  20  Stat.  L.,  368,  through  St.  Augustine  Military  Reservation, 

Pla.). 

Jacksonville,  St.  Augustine  and  Indian  River  Rwy 

James  River  Valley  B.  R 

Jamestown  and  Northern  R.R 

Jamestown  and  Northern  Rwy.  Extension  Co 

Kansas  Central  R.  R 

Kansas  City,  Port  Smith  and  Southern  Rwy 

Kansas  City,  Nevada  and  Fort  Smith  R.  R.,  now  Kansas  City,  Pittp- 

bargandOulf  R.R. 
Kansas  City,  Pittsourg  and  Gulf  R.  R.,  successor  to  Kansas  City, 

Nevada  and  Port  Smith  R.  R.  (acts  of  Feb.  27.  1892,  27  Stat.  L.,  487; 

March  2, 1895, 28  Stat  L. ,  744.  and  Feb.  13, 1896, 29  Stat.  L. ,  6,  through 

Indian  Territory). 

Kansas  City,  Springfield  and  Memphis  R.  R 

Kansas  City^Watklns  and  Gulf  Rwy 

Kootenai  R.R 

Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Superior  Rwy 

La  Plata  R.R 

Laramie,  North  Park  and  Pacific  R.  R.  and  Telegraph  Co 

Lincoln  and  Black  Hills  R.R 

Lincoln,  Denver  and  Colorado  Rwy 

Little  Book  Cliff  Rwy 

London,  South  Park  and  Leadvilie  R.R 

Louisiana  Western  R.  R 

Louisville,  New  Orleans  and  Texas  Rwy 

Manitouand  Pikes  Peak  Rwy 

Maricopa  and  Phcenix  R.  .R.  (act  Jan.  17, 1887, 24  Stat.  L. ,  361) ,  through 

Gila  River  Indian  Reservation. 

Menominee  Rwy 

Menominee  River  R.  R.,now  Chicago  and  Northwestern  Rwy 

Midland  Terminal  Rwy 

Milwaukee  and  Northern  R.R 

Milwaukee,  Lake  Shore  and  Western  Rwy.  (act  June  4. 1888. 25  Stat. 

L.,  169,  through  Lac  d3  Flambeau  Indian  Reservation,  Wis.). 

Minneapolis  and  St.  Cloud  R.  R 

Minneai>oliB,  Sault  Ste.  Marie  and  Atlantic  Rwy 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Rwy 

Missoula  and  Bitter  Root  Valley  R.R 

Missouri  and  Arkansas  R.  R 

Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Southern  Rwy 

Missouri  River,  North  Platte  and  Denver  Rwy 

Mobile,  Jackson  and  Kansas  City  R.  R 

Montana  and  Wyoming  Extern  R.  R 

Montana  Centrsu  Rwy 

Montana  Midland  Rwy 

Montana  Railway 

Mount  Carbon,  Gunnison  and  Lake  City  R.  R.  and  Coal  Transpor- 
tation Co. 

Nebraska  and  Colorado  R.  R 

Nebraska  and  Western  Rwy 

Nevada,  California  and  Oregon  Rwy 

Nevada  Central  Rwy 

Nevada  County  Narrow  Gauge  R.  R.  (act  of  June  20, 1874, 18  Stat. 

L.,  130). 

Nevada  Southern  Rwy 

Nevada  Southern  Rwy.,  first  division 

New  Mexican  R.  R 

New  Mexico  and  Arizona  R.  R 

New  Mexico  and  Southern  Pacific  R.  R 

New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  R.  R 

Northern  Pacific  and  Cascade  R.  R 

Northern  Pacific  and  Montana  R.R 

Northern  Pacific  and  Puget  Sound  Shore  R.  R 

Northern  Pacific,  La  Moure  and  Missouri  River  R.  R 

North  Park  and  Grand  River  R.  R.  and  Telegraph  Co 

Oakley  and  Colby  Rwy 

Ogden  and  Cache  Valley  Rwy 

Ogdenand  WvomingRwy 

Omahaand  Efkhom  Valley  Rwy 

Omaha  and  Republican  Valley  R.  R 

Omaha,  Niobrara  and  Black  Hills  R.  R 

Ontonagon  and  Brule  River  R.R 

Ordway,  Bismarck  and  Northwestern  Rwy.,  .successor  to  Al>erLlocu, 

Bismarck  and  Northwestern  Rwy. 
Oregon  and  California  R.  R 


States  and  Territories. 


Florida  and  Alabama. 
Florida. 


Do. 
North  Dakota  and  South 

Dakota. 
South  Dakota. 
North  Dakota. 
Kansas. 
Missouri. 
Arkansas. 

Do. 


Missouri 

Louisiana. 

Idaho. 

Michigan. 

Colorado. 

Wyoming. 

Nebraska. 

Colorado. 

Do. 

Do. 
Louisiana. 
Missi/»ippi. 
Colorado. 
Arizona. 

Wisconsin. 

Michigan. 

Colorado. 

Michigan. 

Wisconsin. 

Minnesota. 

Michigan  and  Wiscons'^i. 

North  Dakota. 

Montana. 

Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

Arkansas. 

Nebraska. 

Alaliama. 

Idaho  and  Montana. 

Montana. 

Do. 

Do. 
Colorado. 

Nebraska. 

Do. 
(California  and  Nevad  .. 
Nevada. 
CJalifornia. 

Do. 
Nevada. 
New  Mexico. 
Arizona. 
New  Mexico. 

Louisiana  and  Mlssissipp'. 
Washington. 
Montana. 
Washington. 
North  Dakota. 
Colorado. 
Kansas. 
Utah. 

Do. 
Nebraska. 

Do. 

Do. 
Michigan. 
North  Dakota  and  South 

Dakota. 
Oregon. 
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'^Thut  *  iniiiooe*  iaa=  rajSc  :f  w«t  w«i  ir^c  ApyroTied  ccriB^  she 


Xasiae-  :f  -rt^ 


State*  and  Territ<mes. 


zio: 


*>rep«:«  and  Washington. 
Or^^ron.  Wasluneton.  and 
luaiio. 


------- OregtMi  and  Waehingtoo 

o -        T    -  J^^Or^.^oc     Wrtamin^.  Idaho,  Ore«oa. 

^Z  -  r^:^  La«*»Bii  Western        UtahTXeTada,  and  Mon 


Or^.v.  r^si»:c-:  T.^f*  ^▼T    '^.•.'w  :r»^tr  a  S>«:c-:  Lizi»»  aaii  U:ah  Xorth- 
*m  S-*-r    *:t  S--tL    I.  :-*^.  :S  ^v^ks.  L-  4£L  sartJG^  Fort  HaU 

%*r'^--'^  ac^'i  B^STT  rr'.i  &  2. 

»"-T~'  '  I—*  AS"*''.    *^L1.-m:*   ^   i «__«__ _„ . 

Fi-i-aik  %:i-i  Iz.  ijk.T  2i— ^r  Swy 

F--^  ♦  j^^T  2.  a..a. -^B^rr _.„ Xew  Mexico. 

Pr'-^.a  VL_f^7  B'WT   *o!tnssij.:rt?  r»i<t3»  V*Zi»y  R  S Da. 

t^zjsi*"  .A  ai»i  L.  "n:>—_>?  E.  S.   jct  a!  Jx:**  ?!.  Irrr.  IT  S^at.  l1  SO'  .17  Ai^>.^im 

Pr=^^    ^»a»i3f  cLe  a  ft _.,  Dol 

PJt-»ri  P-tkk  Bwy.  *:i'i  lzi;rr«:T-«n.^c-  Co — „  Cokwado. 


Do. 


Califonua. 
Xel 


t  "-•'^■j^  ^S~ir;T--'i  5ikrTfc:i3  ICliiarT  Riium  **-jjc-  Ariz.  ►. 

Ptl^' -•»?■:  tr_v- i  '*'es-=rx  Ettt Wtacvnsin. 

P?'*^:*^'-^  n_-''.r _- - Oregon. 

P3r-     -  i^i  Ariar->j^  ^^^7  R  2.    ^^.nMSB*:^-  to  P=*b: .  and  ^alt  NewMcxiooandCoIarado. 

?^-  :I.   xz.-  i  >^-  1-JJ[  -  i.^rT  .  »y»  PtecL>>  ass^i  ArfcacaK  Vai>T  R  R     Colqndu. 
Pi^"-  »:• :  X-  i  f :!  - er ».  Ii:?  R"*! 
Pz-  ::    i-  i  -i-xt-^  Li--  B  H 


Pn -^  . :.  »>T- '->*«- >r  iz.-i  Pfcilc  R  R - 

P::^-  >  -ri  xz  i  v.ne.r.fc.  .>*  R  R 

PiLrv:  S  i:ii  x::  i   rra-r*  Ejfcr*«?r  R  R  aoi  Trao^^^rtasii^i  Co 

P;*>:-  S  c:i:-  >£fc^--*  xad  Eas&^r:!  ^'^rr- 

PiT-i_-r.  ViZ-T  'E'WT     *«  ^=i*  i*KS  Stat-  I*,  530.  throogh 
r^'xl  rr  li.'i:-kz.  Eeij**  taroc  WieA.  - 

F.,.-  K:^--a- i  I-ki^  :t  si»  Wxxis^RfT 

r:  -  L  u^vx:>r£  ^  B  R 

•c- ■    ;i-t     ".t  .-  —  :Li'-i.'e. 
B-. 


Do. 
Da 
Do. 

Washington. 

Do. 

Da 
•     Da 

SoiEth  Dakota. 
Da 


Mexico. 


R:    .,,rk->>J:-^-S^rTati>d,Co{o  ..  -^^.throuyh     New  Mexico  and  Colonda 

F    '  -r^itikSi  »^  •  »»«««*'  ^  Denver  and  Rio  Qrande     Utah  and  Color«da 


S3 


Da 
Florida. 

j  Minnesota. 

Rnnnas. 


?,:  l>«»^Sio««  R  £:;i5^^^"***'«^»  andSionx  PaiteK:B::   MLSnewta 
?  S?^SXortbei«P^cRwy ^ 


St  S^SdSoaxp^^^JSifl- w"-;:^ ----III-"I."-"."Ii:!.":  SouthDakot*. 

i^.-cL  »:^^.^nnlis  and  Manitoba  Rwy.  (act  Feb.  15.  1887"  24 


5!rT.:i-^ui:-"v-c.-.-  ._--.:      North  Dakot*. 

North  Dakota,  Montana. 
Washinston,  Soath  Da 
kota,  Minnesota,  aod 
Idaho. 


-^^    T\a^^  _____  

^  -t  I^'^Sir*^'*  Fort  Berthold  Indian' RcserrationrN^DatT 
-'    •^SnBeeerration.  Assinniboine  Military  Reservaion 


fcTlidWi  Reeerra^on.  Afflinmboine  Military  Reservaion. 
™i-^^pI3r^diM»  Agency,  Mont.,  and  Fort  Bnford  MiUtary 
S5n"«V!2^-  Di^  *n5  Mont.:  act  Feb.2&.  1889, 25  Stat.  L.,  «IB: 
K;,rrt5a,,EarthIndUn  ^2^i7»tion^Minn.:  acts  Jnly  W.  18W. 
^^fVlli  Fe»»-  »•  18  ^x  »  Stat  582,  through  White  Earth, 
S'S*'^.  iw!^  CliipP^w*  and  Fond  du  Lac  Indian  Reeerrations, 
f^c*  ^iSfaiisti*' jf«^' »  Stat  L.,  GOO,  through  Fort 
Miriv^-tSSon^Wash.) 

t»r 


through  Fort  Spolouie  Mill- 


*5 


_.  V-*» *:5'D««P  Creek  Rwy 

^^l^SiSsS^RR 


Colorado. 
Utah. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Right-of-way  railroad  companies^  etc, — Cohtinned. 
[The  *  indicates  that  right  of  way  was  first  approved  during  the  past  year.] 


Name  of  company. 


Salt  Lake  and  Park  City  Rwy 

Salt  Lake  and  Western  Rwy.,  now  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Utah 
Northern  Rwy. 

Salt  Lake  Valley  and  Eastern  Rwy 

Sanborn, C'ooperstown and  Tnrtle  Mountain  R.R 

San  Francisco  and  Ocean  Shore  R.R 

San  Francisco  and  Ocean  Shore  R.  R.,  second  divleion 

San  Joaqnin  and  Mount  Diablo  R.  R.  (act  of  Aug.  i,  1852,  lOStat.  L. ,  2S) 

San  Joaquin  Valley  and  Yostinite  R.  R 

San  Pablo  and  Tulare  Extension  R.R 

San  Pete  Valley  R.  R 

Santa  Fe,  Prescott  and  Phcenix  Rwy.  (act  Feb.  1«,  1803,  27  Stat.  L., 
402,  through  Whipple  Barracks  Military  Reservation,  Ariz.) 

SatsopR.  R 

Seattle  and  Montana  Rwy... 

Seattle  and  West  Coast  Rwy 

Seattle,  Boise  and  Salt  Lake  Rwy 

Seattle,  Lake  Shore  and  Eastern  Rwy 

Sevier  Rwy 

Sevier  Valley  Rwy 

Shingle  Springs  and  Placerville  R.  R 

Sierra  Valley  and  Mohawk  R.  R 

Silver  City  and  Northern  R.  R 

Silver  City,  Deming  and  Pacific  R.  R 

SilvertonB.  R 

Sioux  City  Northwestern  Rwy 

Snohomisn,  SkykomiKh and  Spokane  Rwy.  and  Transportation  Co.. 

South  Dakota  Western  Rwy   

Southern  Kansas  and  Panhandle  R.  R 

Southern  Kansas  and  Western  R.  R 

Southern  Kansas  Rwy..  successor  to  Burlington,  Kansas  and  Soath- 
westem  B.  R.  (act  July  4, 1884,  23  Stat.  L.,  73.  through  Indian  Ter- 
ritory). 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  of  Arizona 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  of  California  (act  March  3,  1871,  sec.  23, 1« 
Stat.  L.,  573;  act  Aug.  15, 1804, 28  Stat.  L.,  335,  sec.  17,  through  Yuma 
Indian  Reservation,  Cal. ). 

Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  of  New  Mexico 

South  Pacific  Coast  R.  R 

Spanish  Range  Rwy 

Spokane  andPalouse  Rwy.  (act  May  8. 1890,  96  Stat.  L..  104,  through 
Nez  Perce  Indian  Resiervation,  Idaho.    See  22  L.  D.,  674). 

Spokane  Falls  and  Idaho  R.  R 

Spokane  Falls  and  Northern  Rwy  (act  May  8, 1890,  26  Stat.  L.,  I(t2, 
through  Colville  Indian  Reservation,  Washington). 

Springneld  and  Memphis  R.R » 

Springfield  and  Southern  Rwy w 

Springfield,  Yellville  and  White  River  R.  R 

Summit  County  B.  R.,  now  Echo  and  Park  City  Rwy 

Summit  County  Rwy.  and  Transportation  Co.,  now  Wyoming,  Salt 
Lake  and  California  Rwy. 

Bumpter  Valley  Rwy 

Tacoma.  EUenshurflrandConconully  Rwy 

Tacoma, Orting ana  Southeastern  R.R 

Texarkana  and  Fort  Smith  Rwy 

"The"  Utah  and  Wyoming  R.R 

Tintlc  Range  Rwy 

Trinidad  and  Denver  R.  R 

Trinidad,  San  Luis  Valley  and  Pacific  Rwy 

Tucson,  Globe  and  Northern  R.  R.,  successor  to  Arizona  Narrow 
Oauge  R.  R. 

Uinta  Coal  R.R 

Union  Pacific  and  Western  Colorado  Rwy 

Union  Pacific  and  Western  Colorado  Rwy.  of  Wyoming 

Union  i  aciflc,  Denver  and  Gulf  Rwy.,  formerly  Colorado  Cen- 
tral R.  R. 

Union  Pacific,  Lincoln  and  Colorado  Rwy 

United  Railroads  of  Washington 

United  Verde  and  Pacific  Rwy..., 

Upper  Arkansas,  San  Juan  and  Pacific  Rwy 

Utah  and  Northern  Rwy.,  formerly  R.  R.  (act  of  Mar.  3,  1873, 17 
Stat.  L..  612,  and  June  20, 1878, 20  Stat.  L.,  241 ),  now  Oregon  Short 
Llneand  Utah  Northern  Rwy.  (acts  July  3, 1882,  22  Stat.  L.,  148,  and 
Sept.  1, 1888,  26  Stat.  L.,  452,  through  Fort  Hall  Indian  Reservation, 
Idaho). 

Utah  and  Wyoming  CJentral  Rwy 

Utah  and  Wyoming  R.  R . 

Utah  and  Wyoming  R.  R.,  "The'' 

Utah  and  Wyoming  Rwy 


States  and  Territories. 


Utah. 
Do. 

Do. 
North  Dakota. 
California. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Utah. 
Arizona. 

Washitogton. 

Do. 

Do. 
Idaho. 

Washington. 
Utah. 

Do. 
d^ifornia. 

Do. 
New  Mexico. 

Do. 
Colorado. 
Nebraska. 
Washington. 
South  Dakota. 
Kansas. 

Do. 
Nebraska,    Kansas,     and 
Oklahoma. 

Arizona. 
California. 


New  Mexico. 

California. 

Colorado. 

Idaho  and  Washington. 

Washington  and  Idaho. 
Washington. 

Arkansas. 
Missouri. 
Arkansas. 
Utah. 
Do. 

Oregon. 
Wa^ington. 

Do. 
Arkansas. 
Wyoming. 
Utah. 
O>lorado. 

Do. 
Arizona. 

Wyoming. 

Colorado. 

Wyoming. 

Wyoming  and  Colorado. 

Colorado  and  Kansas. 

Washington. 

Arizona. 

Colorado. 

Idaho,  Montana,  and  Utah. 


Utah. 

Do. 
Wyoming. 
Utah. 
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Rtgkt-of'Way  railroad  companies,  etc, — Continiied. 

[The  *  indicates  that  li^ht  of  way  was  first  approved  dnring  the  past  year.] 


Name  of  company. 


Utah  Central  Rwy.,  formerly  B.  R.  (act  of  Dec.  15,  1870, 16  Stat.  L., 

Stf5),  now  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Utah  Northern  Rwy. 
Utah  Southern  B.  B.,  now  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Utah  Northern 

Rwy. 

Utah  Eastern  B.  B 

UtahBwy 

Utah  Son  them  Extension  B.  B.,  now  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Utah 

Northern  Bwy. 

Utah  Western  Bwy.," The" 

Utah  Western  Bwy 

Wadena  and  Park  KapidsB.B 

Wallace  and  SnnsetB.  B 

Wardner  Mining  B.  B 

Wasatch  Iron  and  Coal  Co 

Washington  and  Idaho  B.  B.  (act  May  30, 1888, 25  Stat.  L. ,  100,  through 

CoBnr  d'Alene  Indian  Beservation,  Idaho). 

Washington  Dalles  B.  B 

Watertown  and  Lake  Kampeska  Bwy 

Watertown,Sionz  City  and  Dnlnth  B.  B 

Weiser  and  Idaho  Northern  Bwy 

Wet  Mountain  Valley  B.  B 

Wichita  and  Western  B.  B 

Willamette  Valley  and  Otast  B.  B ^ 

Wilmar  and  Sionz  Falls  Bwy 

Winona,  Alma  and  Northern  Bwy 

Winters  and  Ukiah  Bwy 

Wisconsin  and  Michigan  B.  B 

Wisconsin  (Central  B.R 

Worthington  and  Sioux  Falls  B.  B. ,  successor  to  St.  Paul  and  Dakota 

B.  B. 

Wyoming  and  Eastern  Bwy 

Wyoming  and  Western  Rwy 

Wyoming  Central  Bwy.  (right  of  way  through  Fort  Fettermao 

Military  Beservation.    See  Secretary's  decision,  Dec.  29. 1885). 
Wyoming,  Montana  and  Pacific  B.  B.  (act  May  17. 1880, 21  Stat.  L., 

141,  through  Fort  Bussell  and  Fort  Laramie  military  reservations, 

Wyoming). 
Wyoming,  Salt  Lake  uid  California  Bwy.,  suooessor  to  Summit 

County  Rwy.  uid  Transi>ortation  (Do. 

Wyoming  Southern  R.  R 

Zuni  Mountain  Rwy 


States  and  Territorie». 


Utah. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Minnesota. 
Idaho. 

Do. 

WyominiT* 
Washington,    Idaho, 

Montana. 
Washington. 
South  Dakota. 

Do. 
Idaho. 
Colorado. 


snd 


Oregon. 

Minnesota  and  South  Da- 
kota. 
Wisconsin. 
California. 

Michigan  and  WisooosiiL 
Wisconsin. 
Minnesota. 

Wyoming. 

Utoh. 

Wyoming. 

Do. 


Utah. 

Wyoming. 
New  Mexico. 


Total  number  of  companies  listed,  9M;  number  of  separate  companies,  368. 


RIGHT  OF  WAY  FOR  IRRIGATION  PURPOSES. 


Sections  18, 19,  20,  and  21  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 
1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1096),  grant  right  of  way  over  the  public  lands  and 
reservations  of  the  United  States,  excepting  Indian  reservations,  for 
the  use  of  canals,  ditches,  and  reservoirs  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation 
which  have  heretofore  been,  or  may  herel^fter  be,  constructed  by  cor- 
porations, individuals,  or  associations  of  individuals,  upon  compliance 
with  certain  requirements  as  to  the  filing  of  papers  and  maps. 

The  regulations  approved  February  20, 1894,  require  the  application 
to  show  with  certainty  the  location  of  the  proposed  canal  or  reservoir, 
so  that  the  approved  map  will  be  an  accurate  record  of  the  extent  of 
the  right  of  way,  and  thus  define  clearly  the  rights  granted  by  the  act, 
and  the  easement  to  which  the  land  taken  by  future  settlers  along  tlie 
ditch  or  reservoir  may  be  subject. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act  right  of  way  has  been  approved  to 
149  companies,  individuals,  and  associations  of  individuals,  of  whicb 
41  such  applications  have  been  approved  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  filed  during  the  year  206  maps;  48  have  been 
approved,  4  have  been  filed,  not  requiring  approval,  6  are  pending 
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before  the  Secretary,  and  178  have  been  otherwise  disposed  of,  a  few 
of  which  were  rejected,  the  rest  being  returned  for  correction. 

By  the  act  of  February  26,  1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  599),  all  reservoir  sites 
reserved,  or  to  be  reserved,  are  made  subject  to  application  under  the 
above  act.    The  text  of  the  act  of  February  26, 1897,  is  as  follows: 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  use  and  oocupation  of  reflerroir  sites  reserved. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  all  reservoir  sites  reserved  or  to  be  reserved 
shfiJl  be  open  to  nse  and  occupation  under  the  ri|^ht-of-way  Act  of  March  third, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one.  And  any  State  is  hereby  authorized  to  improve 
and  occupy  such  reservoir  sites  to  the  same  extent  as  an  individual  or  private  cor- 
poration, under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may 
prescribe:  Provided,  That  the  charges  for  water  coming  in  whole  or  part  from 
reservoir  sites  used  or  occupied  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  always  be 
subject  to  the  control  and  regulation  of  the  respective  States  and  Territories  in 
which  such  reservoirs  are  in  whole  or  part  situate. 

Instrnctions  for  preparing  applications  nnder  the  acts  of  1891  and 
1897  will  be  fonnd  in  the  circular  of  February  20, 1894. 

Right  of  way  granted  for  irrigation  canals  and  reservoirs  in  certain  States  and 
Temtories  under  act  of  March ,?,  1891  {26  Stat,  L„  1096) ,  with  references  to  vari- 
ous special  acts  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  applicants, 

[The  ^  indicates  that  right  of  way  was  approved  dnring  the  past  year.] 


Name. 


Alfred  Ditch 

Alfsadones  Irrigation  Co.  (act  of  Jan.  20,  1893,  27  Stat.  L.,  420,  through  Ynma 
Indian  Reservation.) 

Andrews  (J.D.)  Canal  and  Reservoir 

Antelope  valley  Water  Co 

Arizona  Canal  Co 

Beaver  River  Irrigation  Co 

Bine  Creek  Canal  and  Reservoir  Co 

Bine  Water  Land  and  Irrigation  Co.* 

Boise  City  and  Kampa  Irrigation,  Land  and  Lumber  Co 

Bonlder  High  Line  Canal  Go 

Bnckhom  fieservoir* , 

Cache  y  alley  Canal  Co ! 

Osaon  Creek  Reservoir  Co.* 

Central  Canal  Co 

Ghaifee  County  Ditch  and  Canal  Co 

daflin  (William)  Reservoirs  and  Canal* 

Claremont  Land  and  Irrigation  Co 

Clark  (J.  M.)  Reservoir 

Clear  Creek  Reservoir* 

Clear  Lake  Reservoir  and  Canal 

Colorado  Consolidated  Land  and  Water  Co 

Cook(WilliamW.  and  John  A.)  Reservoir  and  Ditches* 

Cox  (L.S.)  Reservoir  (River  Dale  Reservoir) 

Crafts  (David)  Reservoir  and  Canal 

Crigler(E.S.)  Ditch 

CVittendenCansds* 

Cull  (Beaton  T.)  Ditch 

C.  W.  (Charles  Wolf )  Ditch  and  Reservoir 

Danhauaer  ( John)  Ditch  and  Reservoir 

Dannhanaer  (Joseph)  Ditch  and  Reservoir 

Darling  (M. A.)  Reservoir* 

Davis  and  Weber  Counties  Canal  Co 

Davis  (Edwin  W.)  Reservoir  Na  4* 

Dawson  (L.J.)  Ditches  and  Reservoir 

Desert  Lake  Reservoir  and  Irrigation  Co.* 

Eagar  Irrigation  Co.* 

Elk  Creeklteaervoir  No.  1 

Elk  Creek  Reservoir  No.  2 1 

Elmore  County  Irrigation  Co 

Emerson  (Thomas)  Reservoir  and  Ditch 

En tiat  Improvement  Co.* 

Escondido  Irrigation  District 

Essex  and  Salisbury  Reservoir  and  Ditch* 

Eureka  Reservoir,  Canal  and  Irrigation  Co 

Farmers*  Canal  Co 

Ferguson  (Robert)  Ditches  and  Reservoir 


State  or 
Territory. 


Colorado. 
Arizona. 

Do. 
California. 
Arizona. 
Utah. 

Do. 
New  Mexico. 
Idaho. 
Colorado. 
California. 
Idaho. 
California. 

Do. 
Colorado. 
Arizona. 
Oklahoma. 
Idaho. 
Montana. 
Utah. 
Colorado. 
Montana. 
Colorado. 
Utah. 
Nebraska. 
Arizona. 
California. 
Colorado. 
Califomia. 

Do. 
Montana. 
Utah. 
Colorado. 

Do. 
Montana. 
Arizona. 
Colorado. 

Do. 
Idaho. 
Colorado. 
Washington. 
C!allfornia. 

Do. 
Montana. 
Nebraska. 
Colorado. 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR   LANDS. 

Pending  Jtdy  1 ,  1896 _ 682 

Received  during  the  year 0 

6$2 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

By  decisions  in  favor  of  applicants 106 

By  decisions  against  applicants  .  ..      172 

By  reference  to  other  divisions 4 

282 


Pending  July  1, 1897 _. 400 

All  of  which  are  held  suspended,  awaiting  decisions  in  similar  cases  i^ending 
before  the  Secretary. 

ENTRIES 

Pending  July  1,1896: 

Original  entries. . 1, 501 

Final  entries 1,011 

2,512 

Received  during  the  year: 

Original  entries 515 

Final  entries _ 463 

978 

Total - _ 3,490 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

By  cancellation 184 

By  decisions  against  railroads,  cases  closed,  entries  referred 1, 067 

1,251 

Pending  July  1 ,  1897 : 

Original  entries 1, 360 

Final  entries 879 

2,239 

Included  in  docket  cases 719 

Suspended 1 ,  137 

1,856 

Balance _.        383 

Most  of  which  have  received  action. 

LETTERS. 

Pending  July  1,1896.. 45 

Received  during  the  year 9, 288 

9,333 

Disposed  of  during  the  year: 

Answered 4 ,  264 

Filed  (no  answer  required) 4, 586 

Referred  to  other  divisions 444 

9,294 

Pending  unanswered  July  1,  1897 39 

Letters  written  during  the  year 12, 114 

Pages  of  press  copy  covered 15, 426 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Average  number  of  clerks  engaged  during  the  year  examining  lists. . .  1^ 

Average  number  of  clerks  engaged  during  the  year  on  adjustments. . .  2^ 

Railroad  lists,  in  acres,  canceled  during  the  year _ 193, 527. 53 

Patents,  number  of  pages  written  and  compared 1, 485 

Patents,  number  of  pages  recorded  and  compared 1, 481 

Copy,  number  of  pages  written  and  compared 7,475 

Number  of  pages  typewritten 13,551 

Number  of  names  indexed 63,257 

Number  of  certified  copies  furnished  (69  without  charge) _. 183 
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Right  of  way  granted  for  irrigation  canaU  and  reservoirs^  etc, — Ck)ntiiitied. 

[The  *  indicates  tha^t  right  of  way  was  approved  during  the  past  year.] 


Name. 


Swan  Lake  Reservoir  and  Canal  Co 

Swift  Creek  Reservoirs 

Tarryall  Reservoir  and  Ditch  Co 

Tenney  (Samnel  B.)  Reservoir* 

^Furner  Canal 

Tfvin I^ake Iftesorvoir *    ••  •.•....•....••«•««».»..•»-....-.•-•--------•».•.-.-•. --..•■ 

Umatilla  Irrigation  Co"  '('act'  Feb"  "l6,"l^i""26  'statV  L.','745i  "and 'act'Feb'  '9,"  isoi', 

28  8tat.L.,3Y,  through  Umatilla  Indian  Reservation,  Oreg.)> 

Unioi  Land  and  Btock  Co 

University  Canal  Co 

Ute  Park  improvement  Co 

Victor  Reservoir  Co 

Walter  (Louis  W.)  Reservoir  

Wasatch  Water  Co 

Water  8upply  and  Storage  Co.* 

West  Side  I)itch  and  Reservoir  Co.* 

White  Mountain  Reservoir  and  Canal 

Williams  (C.  J.)  Reservoir  and  Ditch 

Willow  Reservoir 

Wood  (William  F.)  Reservoir 

Wool verton  and  Lee  Reservoir  and  Canals 

Wright  (W.W.)  Reservoir  and  Ditch* 

Wyoming  Development  Co.* 

Yakima  &riffation  and  Improvement  Co 

Yuma  Pnmpmg  Irrigatior  Co.  (act  of  Jan.  SO,  1888.27  Stat.  L.,  420,  through  Yuma 

Indian  Reservation). 
Zwialer(C.E.)  Reservoir  and  Ditch* 


State  or 
Territory. 


Utah. 
O>lorado. 

Do. 
Arizona. 
Montana. 
Colorado. 
Oregon. 

California. 

Arizona. 

Colorado. 

California. 

Colorado. 

Utah. 

Colorado. 

Arizona. 

Utah. 

California. 

Wyoming. 

Montana. 

Do. 
California. 
Wyoming. 
Washington. 
Arisona. 

California. 


Total  number,  149. 


STATE  DESERT-LAND  SEGREGATIONS. 


By  section  4  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1894  (28  Stat.  L.,  372-422), 
provision  is  made  for  the  donation  to  each  of  the  States  in  which  there 
may  be  situated  desert  lands  of  not  more  than  1,000,000  acres  of  such 
land  as  the  State  may  cause  to  be  irrigated,  reclaimed,  occupied,  and 
cultivated  by  actual  settlers.  This  act  has  been  amended  by  a  pro- 
vision in  the  act  of  June  11, 1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  413-434)  to  the  effect  that 
a  lien  is  authorized  to  be  created  by  the  State  upon  the  lands  segre- 
gated, and  that  when  an  ample  supply  of  water  is  actually  furnished 
to  any  tract  or  tracts  thereof  patent  shall  issue  to  the  State  for  the 
same. 

During  the  year  six  lists  have  been  filed  by  four  States,  viz,  Idaho, 
Montana,  Washington,  and  Wyoming.  All  of  these  lists  had  been 
acted  upon  by  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  except  the  Montana  list,  which 
had  been  received  too  recently  to  be  taken  up  under  the  rules  of  the 
office.  The  Idaho  list  and  two  Washington  lists,  filed  during  the  pre- 
vious year,  are  pending  before  the  Secretary;  and  the  two  Washington 
lists  filed  during  the  present  year  were  returned  for  correction.  The 
two  lists  filed  by  the  State  of  Wyoming,  together  with  five  other  lists 
filed  the  previous  year,  were  approved  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  con- 
tracts required  by  the  law  duly  executed  and  approved.  The  seven 
Wyoming  lists  approved  aggregate  45,526.12  acres,  making  a  total  of 
99,057.83  acres  segregated  to  date  in  the  State  of  Wyoming. 

Instructions  for  the  preparation  of  lists,  etc.,  under  this  act  will  be 
found  in  the  circular  of  November  22,  1894. 

PEBMISSION  TO  USE  RIGHT    OF  WAY  FOR    TRAMROADS,   CANALS,   AND 

RESERVOIRS. 

By  the  act  of  January  21, 1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  635),  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  was  authorized  to  permit  the  use  of  right  of  way  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands,  not  within  the  limits  of  any  park,  forest,  military  or  Indi^*- 
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reservation,  for  tramroads,  canals,  or  reservoirs,  by  any  oitizen  or  asso- 
ciation of  citizens  engaged  in  the  business  of  mining  or  quarrying  or 
cutting  timber  and  manufacturing  lumber. 

Under  this  act  one  map  has  been  approved  during  the  year.  This 
map  had  been  filed  by  the  Bodcaw  Lumber  Company  of  Arkansas, 
the  only  beneficiary  of  the  act  up  to  the  present  time. 

By  act  May  14, 1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  120),  the  above  act  was  amended 
by  the  addition  of  a  section  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  pennit  the  use  of  right  of  way  upon  public  lands  and  forest  reser- 
vations, together  with  the  use  of  necessary  grounds  not  exceeding  40 
acres,  for  electrical  purposes.  Under  this  amendment  14  maps  have 
been  received;  5  were  rejected;  1,  the  O'Melveny  (H.  W.)  Conduit 
Line,  in  California,  was  approved;  1  is  pending  before  the  Secretary, 
and  7  were  returned  for  correction.  None  is  now  pending  before  this 
office. 

Instructions  for  making  applications  under  these  acts  may  be  f oimd 
in  the  circulars  of  March  21,  1892,  December  23,  1896,  and  February 
20,  1894. 

RIGHT  OF  WAY  FOR  OIL-PIPE  LINKS. 

By  the  act  of  May  21,  1896  (29  Stat.  L.,  127),  right  of  way  was 
granted  for  pipe  lines  for  the  transportation  of  oil  in  the  States  of 
Colorado  and  Wyoming.  There  have  been  no  applications  received 
under  said  act.  The  terms  of  this  law  being  very  similar  to  those 
of  the  irrigation  right  of  way  act  of  1891,  full  information  for  the 
preparation  of  applications  thereunder  will  be  found  in  the  circular 
of  February  20,  1894. 

RESERVOIRS   FOR    THE    PURPOSES  OF  STOCK    BREEDING   AND 

TRANSPORTATION. 

By  the  act  of  January  13, 1897  (29  Stat.  L.,  484),  the  construction  of 
reservoirs  upon  unoccupied  public  lands  not  mineral  or  otherwise 
reserved  is  permitted  upon  certain  conditions.  Regulations  concern- 
ing this  act  are  now  under  consideration.  No  applications  thereunder 
have  reached  this  ofBlce. 

Report  of  work  on  maps  of  right  of  toay,  etc,  during  the  year. 

Mapapending  July  1,1896 114 

Railroad,  act  March  3, 1875 4S 

Inigation,  sets  March  3, 1891,  and  February  26, 1897 71 

114 
MftjMi  r«Hm<Twl  during  year 491 

ttrtUrtrnd    255 

Inltfutinn 306 

HtuH*  it(»irrt»Katlon 16 

TrHiiirtmd«  t»to 8 

KIihHvU^ 14 

404 

Total -  608 


RAILROADS  DITIfilON. 
Uaps  approved  during  yesr 

Irrigatioii 

State  segregation _ __ 

Tramroad,  etc 

Electrical 

Hapfl  filed  doriiw  rear  

Railroad ._ _ 

Irrigation _ 

Maps  pending  before  Secretary ___ 

EaUroad 

Irrigation __ _ 

State  aegregation 

Electrical _ 

Maps  otherwiee  disposed  of,  principally  returned  for  c< 

Railroad  ._ 

Irrigation 

State  segregation 

Tramroad,  eto 

Electrical 

Total  maps  acted  on  dnring  year 

Maps  pending  in  this  office  Jnly  1, 1887 

Railroad _ 

Irrigatioii 

State  segregation 


Unpatented  railroad  telectuma  to  June  SO,  1897. 


Nvne  of  fBllnad. 


jtmttaDoooa 

"acillo  (Amona) 

Atlantic  and  PmUo  (New  Mexico) 

Cedar  Ruiids  and  Hiwoarl  Btrer 

Centnl  Kwich  UnloD  PacUo 

Central  Paclflc<prgper,Cklitoriila) 

CcDtnl  Pacific  (proper,  Nevada) 

Central  Pmdfic  (prolwr,  Utah). 

CentrmJPmclflo  (Bncceesor  to  Westom  PsclBc) 

Centnl  Pudflc  fmccenor  to  CaUromU  and  Oregon) 

CblcaKo,  Bock  bluid  and  Pacific 

Chicago  and  Northwestern  (Mlohigao) 

Cblcaco.  MUwankee  aod  St.  Paul 

DesMidneBTsUeT 

Flint  and  Pere  Harqaette 

Florida  Oentral  and  Peninanlar 

QrandBaplda  and  Indiana 

Haatfnn  and  Dakota 

lowaTallB  and  atom  aty 

Mlaaonrt  Eiuimsand  Texas 

Northern  PacIfl0(Mtnne9oul. 

KortbemPadnc  (Wlaixingin) 

Northern  Padfld  (North  Dakcilji  I 

Northern  PBcl(tc(Montanal 

Northern  Paciflc  (Idahoi 

Northern  Paciflc(Wft8hinBtoiii — 

Northern  PaciHc;  Oregon  I 

New  Orleana  Parfflc 

Oregoii  and  Calilornia.  and  Or-/,  ui  and  CaUfornla  < 
St.  Lonls,  Iron  HotmlAln  and  Simtliem  (UlBSonrl) 
Bt.  Lonls.  Iron  Mountain  nnd  l^oEitham  (Arkiuuaa) 

Ontonagonand  Brolu  Rtver 

St.  Panl,  MlQQeapuliB  and  Manitoba  (main  line).... 


1  Oregon  Central). 


aCIO.BST.Tl 

£,113.013.70 

aB.H3.M 


78.  fit 
£.500. 00 
I31.giS.W 
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Unpatented  railroad  selections  to  June  SO,  i^97— Continiied. 


Namo  of  railroad. 


St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  (branch  line)  — 
St.  Panl,  Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  (act  Aug.  5, 1892) 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 

St.  Paul  and  Northern  Pacific 

Sontbem Pacific  (mainline) 

Sonthem  Pacific  (branch  line) 

Selma,  Borne  and  Dalton 

Sonth  and  North  Alabama 

Union  Pacific  (proi>er,  Nebraska) 

Union  Pacific  iproper,  Utah) 

Union  Pacific  (proper,  Wyoming) 

Union  Pacific  (proi)er,  Colorado) 

Union  Pacific  (successor  to  Kansas  Pacific) 

Vicksbnrg,  Shreveport  and  Pacific 

Vicksburgand  Meridian 

Wisconsin  (Central 

Total 


Acres. 


176.<S2.11 

46,682.34 

2,306.2? 

180.024.58 

348,363.83 

266.4^.08 

4.178.56 

3,a&4.87 

64,691.75 

62.170.18 

108,388.91 

2B3.820.64 

24.210.78 

2,106.76 

1.226.48 

48,684.75 


U,  436,809.56 


Unpatented  wagon- road  selections  to  June  SO,  1897. 


Name  of  road. 


Oregon  Central  Military  Road 

Corvallisand  AcquinnaBay 

Willamette  Valley  and  Cascade  Mountain . 

Dalles  Military  Road 

Coos  Bay 


Total. 


Acres. 


51,748.17 

160.00 

82,006.94 

163,988.87 

1,315.17 


298,164.15 


Total  unpatented  railroad  selections  June  30. 1897 11,436.809,58 

Total  unpatented  wagon-road  selections  June  SO,  1887 289,164.15 

Grand  total  unpatented  selections  June  30, 1897 11,735,973.78 
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Patented  to  corporaiionB^  by  States  and  Territories,  up  to  June  SO,  1897, 


State  or  Territory. 


Name. 


Arisona 

^rteuna^M 

Callfomia 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Colorado 

Do 

Do 

Iowa 

Idaho  

Do    

Louisiana 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana  

Nevada 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

Nebraska 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Oreson 

Utah 

Do 

Washington 

Do 

Wyoming 

Total  to  corpora- 
tions. 


Atlantic  and  Padflc 

Atlantic  and  Pacific,  Buooeasor  to  St.  Louis  and  San  Fran 

Cisco. 

Central  Padflc 

Central  Pacific,  auooessor  to  Western  Paciflc 

Central  Pacific,  suooessor  to  California  and  Oregon 

Southern  Paciilc  (main  line) 

Southern  Paciflc  (branch  line) 

Union  Pacific 

Union  Paciflc,  successor  to  Denver  Paciflc 

Union  Padflc,  successor  to  Kansas  Padflc 

Union  Paciflc - 

Central  Branch  Union  Paciflc 

Sioux  CHty  and  Paciflc 

Northern  Padflc 

Central  Paciflc 

New  Orleans  Padflc 

Northern  Pacific 

Atlantic  and  Pacific,  successor  to  St.  Louis  and  San  Fran 

Cisco. 

Northern  Padflc 

(Central  Paciflc 

Atlantic  and  Pacific 

Northern  Padflc 

Sioux  City  and  Paciflc 

Burlington  and  BCissouri  Biver 

Union  Paciflc 

Central  Branch  Union  Padflc 

Northern  Pacific 

Oregon  and  Calif  omia 

Oregon  Central 

Union  Pacific 

Central  Padfic 

Northern  Paciflc 

Oregon  Central.., 

Union  Paciflc 


6»,iei.41 
4Sl,7m« 


516w471IB 

187.10.18 
2.88r,80LCI 

4,311  U 

8,0Bi9l 

l,1S7,2lin 
480,0».]2 

4,SfD.(BB.8 

8S7,lBi.n 

8,258,747.5; 

S7,5aiS 

2,374,0BGl77 

4, 7U.  511  SI 

2,50O<B 

1SB,3&S 

2.2B7.131.« 

12S.0iS.H 

2B5.317.il 

1.143,<ffi.ll 

6,835,4CS.W 

1,710.U 

1,257,770.41 


48,SS,2B.» 


Acres. 

Total  to  corporations 48,SSi,SS.S 

Total  to  States »,«U,H&>* 

Total  railroad  grants 87,915,8ain 

Total  wagon-road  grants 1,987,(67.51 

Total  wagon-road  and  railroad  grants  patented  up  to  June  80, 1887 88,9(0,35187 
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Land  concessions^  by  acts  of  Congress,  to  States  for  canal  purposes  from  I824.  to 

June  SO  J  1897, 


State. 


Indiana 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do  . 
Do  . 
Do. 


Ohio 

Do 

Do.  (sec.  8) 

Do 

Do 

Do.  (8ec.5) 
Do.  (sec.  3) 


Blinois 
Do. 


Wisconsin 
Do  .... 
Do.... 


Do 


Michigan 
Do... 
Do... 
Do... 


Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 


Date  of  law. 


May  26, 1804 
Mar.  2,1827 
May  29, 1830 
Feb.  27, 1841 
Ang.29, 1842 
Mar.  3,1846 
May  9,1848 


Mar.  2,1827 
JiinedOJ834 
Aug  31, 18S2 
May  24, 1828 
Apr  2,1830 
May  24, 1828 
Aug.  81,1862 


Mar.  2,1827 
Aug.  3,1854 

June  18,1838 
Apr.  10, 1866 
Mar.  1,1872 

Mar.  7,1874 


Aug.  26, 1862 
Mar.  3,1866 
July  3,1866 
Apr.  10, 1869 

Mar.  2,1871 

Mar.  27, 1872 

Mar.  3,1873 

July  3,1866 


United 

States 

Statutes. 

Vol. 

Page. 

4 

47 

4 

236 

4 

416 

5 

414 

5 

612 

5 

731 

9 

219 

4 

286 

4 

716 

10 

143 

4 

305 

4 

393 

4 

306 

10 

143 

4 

284 

10 

844 

5 

246 

14 

30 

17 

82 

18 

20 

10 

36 

13 

619 

14 

81 

16 

66 

16 

699 

17 

44 

17 

627 

14 

80 

. 

Name  of  canaL 


Wabash  and  Erie. 


(Wabash  and  Erie  (act  confirming  canal 
selections  under  acts  of  1827  and  1828,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio). 


JMiaml  and  Dayton. 


(General  canal  purposes 

Provisions  for  settlement  of  claim  of  Ohio 
for  canal  lands  under  acts  of  1827  and  1828. 


\Oinal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois 
/    River  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan. 


Milwaukee  and  Bock  River 

Breakwater  and  Harbor  Ship  Canal 

Act  extending  the  time  for  completion  of 

canal  to  Apr.  10, 1874. 
Act  extending  the  time  for  completion  of 

canal  to  Apr.  10, 1876. 


St.  Marys  Ship  Canal 

Portage  Lake  and  Lake  Superior  Ship  Canal 
do 

Resolution  extending  the  time  for  comple- 
tion of  canal  to  Mao*.  3, 1871. 

Resolution  extending  the  time  for  comple- 
tion of  canal  to  Mar.  8, 1872. 

Act.  extending  the  time  for  completion  of 
canal  to  Mar.  3, 1873. 

Act  extending  the  time  for  completion  of 
canal  to  Dec.  1. 1873. 

Lac  La  Belle  Ship  Canal 


Total  num- 
ber of  acres 
granted  and 
certified. 


243,246.73 
29,662.60 

260,368.48 
24,219.88 

796,630.19 

113,348.38 

1,466,366.06 


266,635.00 

383,826.00 
600,000.00 


1.100,361.00 


}      290,915.00 


125,431.00 
200,000.00 


326,481.00 


760,000.00 
200.000.00 
200,000.00 


100,000.00 


1,250,000.00 


RECAPITULATION.  Acres. 

Indiana 1,466,386.06 

Ohio 1,100,361.00 

Wisconsin : 325.431.00 

niinois 290,915.00 

Michigan 1,250,000.00 


Total  quantity  granted  and  certified 

Acres  certified  under  river-improvement  grants. 


4,433,073.06 


State. 


Alabama.. 
Wisconsin 


Iowa 


Date  of  law. 


May  23, 1828 


Aug. 
Mar. 
Aug. 
Mar. 
June 


8,1846 
2,1849 
3.1864 
3,1865 
9,1868 


Mar.  12, 1867 
Aug.  8,1846 


United 

States 

Statutes. 

Vol. 
4 

Page. 

290 

9 

83 

9 

362 

10 

345 

10 

724 

11 

313 

15 

20 

9 

77 

Name  of  river. 


Tennessee,  Coosa,  Cahawba,  and  Black 
Warrior. 


^Fox  and  Wisconsin. 


Des  Moines,  below  the  Raccoon  Fork. 


Total  num- 
ber of  acres 
granted  and 
certified. 


400,016.19 

683,802.43 
a  322, 802. 18 


1,406,210.80 


a  For  lands  above  Raccoon  Fork  see  railroad  table,  ''Des  Moines  Valley  J 


G.— DIVISION  OF  PREEMPTION,  DESERT-LAND,  TIMBER. 
CULTURE,  TOWN-SITE,  AND  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS,  OF 
SCHOOL  LANDS  AND  INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS. 

Division  G  has  charge  of  the  examination  of  and  action  upon  all 
claims  to  lands  arising  under  the  preemption,  timber-culture,  desert- 
land,  and  town-site  laws,  under  grants  to  the  several  States  for  edaca- 
tional,  charitable,  and  other  purposes,  and  under  the  donation  laws. 
The  division  also  has  charge  of  all  claims  to  land  which  had  their 
origin  in  some  form  of  concession  from  a  foreign  Grovemment  before 
the  acquisition  by  the  United  States  of  the  territory  in  which  such 
claims  are  located.  After  the  confirmation  of  this  class  of  claims 
under  the  various  laws  passed  by  Congress,  the  location  and  patent- 
ing thereof  are  among  the  matters  assigned  to  this  division. 

It  also  has  charge  of  Indian  lands,  both  reservations  for  individual 
Indians  and  allotments,  and  of  the  examination  and  patenting  of  such 
lands  in  severalty  under  the  various  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress  in 
reference  thereto. 

It  also  has  charge  of  the  adjudication  of  all  contests  coming  before 
the  office  in  which  preemption  rights,  desert-land  claims,  timber- 
cultui'e  claims,  private  laud  claims,  town-site  questions,  or  Indian 
claims  are  involved.  The  work  in  relation  to  contestis  involving 
desert-land  and  timber-culture  claims  was  transferred  from  Division 
H  to  this  division  under  order  dated  December  19,  1896. 

The  proofs  in  entries  in  Alaska,  under  sections  11  to  15  of  the  act 
of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  1095),  are  also  examined  in  this  division, 
and  tlie  questions  arising  under  said  sections,  except  as  to  surveys,  are 
here  adjudicated. 

Tlie  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  in  this  division 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897: 

Letters  on  hand  at  beginning  of  fiscal  year 641 

Letters  received  during  the  fiscal  year 15,043 

Total  on  hand  and  received 15,684 

Letters  answered 4,727 

Letters  referred  to  other  divisions 844 

Letters  otherwise  disposed  of 9, 082 

Total  nomher  disposed  of 14,668 

Letters  pending  July  1,  1897 1,031 

Number  of  letters  and  decisions  written 12,312 

Patents  written 5,727 

Pages  of  typewriting 18,621 

Pages  of  copying 9,258 

Pages  press-copied 17,103 

Caveats  and  cancellation  cards  prepared 6,297 

Certified  copies  made 123 

Fees  for  certified  copies $296.70 

Applications  for  amendment  of  entries,  filincs,  and  patents  acted  upon ...  83 

Ap|>eal8  from  registers  and  receivers  decided 217 

Ap))ea]B transmitted  toSecretary 239 

Ap))eal8  to  Secretary  disallowed 13 

Motions  for  review  forwarded  toSecretary 68 

Applications  for  certiorari  transmitted  to  Secretary 5 

296 
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Entries  approved  for  patenting: 

Preemption _ 372 

Desert  lands 600 

Timber  culture _ _ _  _ .  4, 462 

Commnted  timber  culture 117 

Town  site 20 

Town  lot _ _ 20 


Total _ 5,591 

Contests  decided  daring  the  fiscal  year: 

Involving  preemption,  desert-land,  and  timber-culture  claims 349 

Indian  allotment  contests _ . .  88 

Town-site  contests 19 

Town-lot  contests 9 


Claims  patented: 

Indian  claims 3,145 

Private-land  claims 281 

Donation  claims 83 


Total 3,509 

Claims  satisfied  with  scrip  (act  of  June  2,  1858) 56 

Area  involved  in  said  scrip,  22,246.54  acres. 


GRANTS  IN  AID  OF  EDUCATION  AND   FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES. 

The  pending  selections  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1896,  aggregated  362,571.27  acres,  and  new  selections  were  received 
during  the  year  amounting  to  629,611.06  acres;  total,  992,182.33  acres. 
There  was  finally  adjusted  during  the  year  by  approval  and  certifica- 
tion 739,417.95  acres,  and  by  cancellation  71,815.26  acres  (total, 
811,233.21  acres),  leaving  a  balance  remaining  unadjusted  June  30, 

1897,  of  180,949.12  acres. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  approvals  and  certifications  to  the 
States,  under  section  2449,  Revised  Statutes,  of  selections  under 
various  grants  during  the  year: 


state. 


Idaho  

North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 
Washington . . 


Total. 


Schools  of 
mines. 


Acres. 


8,482.20 


Scientific 
schools. 


Acres. 
12,206.67 


26,343.63 


37,550.20 


Universi- 
ties. 


Acres. 


18,831.63 
053.67 


19,785.20 


Reform 
schools. 


Acres. 


7,074.39 


7,074.39 


Deaf  and 

dnmb 
asylums. 


Acres. 


6,913.51 
1,280.42 


8,198.93 


State. 


Idaho 

Montana 

North  Dakota 
South  Dakota 
Washington . . 
Wyoming 


Total. 


PubUc 
buildings. 


Acres. 
8,905.80 
8,845.82 
2,720.00 
4,102.96 
21,472.19 


36,046.77 


Normal 
schools. 


Acres. 
9,347.16 
5,459.21 
12,717.?2 


13,106.19 


40,632.28 


Insane 
asylums. 


Acres. 
3,609.86 


360.00 


4,059.85 


State  chari- 
table, edu- 
cational, pe- 
nal, and  re- 
formatory 
instltutiona 


Acres. 
4,696.07 


70,397.00 

45,136.42 

21.835.33 

112;  038. 56 


264,103.38 


Poor 
farms. 


Acres. 


6,046.00 


6,046.00 
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Orants  in  aid  of  education  and  for  other  purposes — Ck>ntinTied. 


State. 


California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Lonisiana 

Minnesota 

MiasiaBlppi 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

North  Dakota 

Oregon 

Sooth  Dakota. 
Washington.. 
Wyoming 


Total. 


School 
land  in- 
demnity. 


Acre*. 
21,244.38 
10, 168.15 

1,385.22 


281.92 
11,816.26 


4,819.86 


26,786.20 
48,508.15 


li»,186,73 


145,111.85 


Agricnl- 

tnral 
colleges. 


Acrea. 


8,927.54 


22,228.60 


30,660.00 


21,671.63 
7,678.71 
2,068.62 


88,064.80 


Fish 
hatchery. 


AcrtB. 


1,800.00 


1,800.00 


Support  of 

common 

schools. 


AcreM. 


82,937.10 


82,987.10 


Total 


Axrea. 

21,2I4.» 

iai53.1& 


87,70.0 

23Ltt 

11«811SS 


9,80101 

4.84B.tt 

8S,9Br.lO 

184,132.8 

49.808. 15 

73»145La) 

lOB^0k78 

121,873.08 


739,417.06 


Only  one  claim  conflrmed  by  the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  has 
been  patented  during  the  fiscal  year,  viz:  "The  Caja  del  Rio  Oranf* 
in  New  Mexico,  with  an  area  of  66,848.783  acres.  A  number  of  other 
claims  of  this  character  have  been  surveyed  and  the  survey  approved 
by  the  court,  but  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
pat-ents  can  not  be  issued  therefor  until  the  claimant  in  each  case  has 
paid  one-half  the  cost  of  making  the  survey  and  plat  of  his  respective 
grant. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  area  of  lands  embraced  in  Indian 
and  miscellaneous  patents  issued  during  the  year  ending  June  30. 
1897,  by  States  and  Territories,  viz: 

Acres. 

Alabama 1,409.88 

Arizona 1,678.18 

California 2,861,69 

Florida 7,610.59 

Idaho 8.50 

Indiana  136.10 

Indian  Territory 56, 245. 21 

Kansas - 680 

Lonisiana 42,777.20 

Minnesota 30,689.94 


Mississippi 2,761.38 

Missouri 160 

New  Mexico 196,438.16 

Oklahoma 316.38 

Oregon 144,685.44 

Washington 348.85 

Wisconsin 11,666.87 


Totalarea 500,304.37 


SMALL-HOLDING  CLAIMS. 

Instructions  in  relation  to  these  claims  were  published  in  the  last 
annual  report  of  this  office,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  The  term 
is  used  to  designate  the  class  of  claims  provided  for  by  sections  16  and 
17  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  854),  as  amended  by  the  act 
of  February  21,  1893  (27  Stat.  L.,  470). 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  36  of  these 
claims,  completed  by  the  submission  of  proofs  and  issuance  of  patent 
certificates,  had  been  received  in  this  office,  and  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  70  more  completed  claims  were  received.  None 
of  said  claims  have  been  patented,  for  the  reason  that,  upon  examina- 
tion thereof,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  large  proportion  of  such  claims 
included  lands  within  the  limits  of  private  land  grants,  petitions  for 
the  confirmation  of  which  are  now  pending  before  the  Court  of  Private 
Land  Claims. 


PREEMPTION   DIVISION.  239 


ENTRIES  IN  ALASKA. 


One  town-site  entry  and  15  nonmineral  entries  have  been  made  in 
Alaska,  under  the  provisions  of  sections  11  to  15,  act  of  March  3, 1891. 
None  of  these  entries  have  been  patented,  all  of  them  having  been 
suspended  for  various  reasons,  such  as  illegal  surveys,  mineral  char- 
acter of  the  land  involved,  insuflficiency  of  the  proof  submitted,  etc. 

ENTRIES  AND   CONTESTS  PENDING. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  the  following 
work  was  pending  in  this  division : 

Preemption  entries 266 

Final  aesert - 184 

Final  timber  cultore - 2,179 

Gommnted  timber  culture '_ 98 

Private  land  claims _ 3,029 

Donation  claims 74 

Applications  for  scrip 19 

SCTip  locations . 17 

Indian  allotments 3,713 

Contests  pending: 

Involving  State  selections 16 

Involving  preemption,  desert  land,  and  timber-culture  claims 248 

Involving  Indian  allotments 14 

Private  land  contests 32 

* 

There  were  also  pending  the  following  State  selections,  the  area  of 
each  class  being  given: 

Acres. 

School 47,579.79 

University 2,230.15 

Agricultural  college , 9, 631 .  37 

Internal  improvement 2, 009. 58 

Saline 312.60 

Penitentiary 6,937.86 

Public  buildmgs 23,426.58 

Insane  asylum 6, 493. 22 

Educational,  charitable,  penal,  and  reformatory 2i ,  241 .  96 

Deaf  and  dumb  asylums 203.83 

Reform  schools _ 160.00 

School  of  mines ;..  336.60 

Normal  schools ^ 2,960.00 

Scientific  schools 30,639.37 

Fish  hatcheries 1,558.41 

Industrial  college  for  girls 23, 027. 80 

Blind  asylums 2,080.00 

Miners'  hospital 120.00 

Total 180,949.12 

INDIAN  ALLOTMENTS. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  February  8,  1887,  as  amended  by 
the  act  of  February  28, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,  794),  provides  for  allotments 
of  land  in  severalty  to  Indians  not  residing  upon  a  reservation,  or  for 
whose  tribe  no  reservation  has  been  provided,  the  prerequisite  for  such 
allotment  being  settlement  upon  unappropriated  public  lands  subject 
to  such  allotment,  and  the  presentation  of  an  application  for  allotment 
to  the  proper  local  land  office  officials. 
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Under  departmental  instructions,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  thisoffine 
to  send  applications  made  under  said  section  to  the  Indian  office,  where 
a  schedule  of  such  applications  is  prepared  by  the  allotting  agent  and 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  his  approval. 

Considerable  trouble  and  confusion  has  resulted  from  this  dual  juris- 
diction, the  authority  of  this  office  to  act  in  certain  cases,  where  ques- 
tions as  to  the  regularity  or  legality  of  the  allotment  are  pending, 
being  questioned  by  the  officials  of  the  Indian  Office. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  the  General  Land  Office  should 
not  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  allotments  made  under  the  fourth 
section  aforesaid,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other  applications  for  public 
lands,  thus  doing  away  with  the  doubtful  and  embarrassing  questions 
that  arise  between  the  two  offices.  The  application  affidavits  in  ques- 
tion are  made  by  the  Indian  before  any  officer  authorized  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  and  having  a  seal.  They  are  then  filed  in  the  local  office  and 
transmitted  to  this  office  with  the  regular  monthly  returns.  In  nearly 
every  case  where  an  application  is  defective,  the  supplementary  affi- 
davits are  obtained  through  the  agency  of  this  office,  and  all  action 
against  such  allotments  must  be  taken  by  this  office. 

Practically  the  only  duty  exercised  by  the  Indian  office  is  the  prep- 
aration, by  the  allotting  agent,  from  time  to  time,  of  a  schedule  of 
such  applications  for  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
Inasmuch  as  this  office  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  I  see  no  reason  why  such  a  schedule  should  not  be  pre- 
pared in  .this  office,  and  why  this  office  should  not  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  allotments  under  said  fourth  section,  giving  the 
Indian  office  notice  of  any  action  taken  against  any  allotment,  in 
order  that  the  interests  of  the  Indian  may  be  properly  protected,  thus 
removing  the  trouble  and  confusion  resulting  from  the  present  practice. 

This  office  determines  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant  in  Indian 
homesteads,  and  acts  in  such  cases  upon  all  matters  arising  therein, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  same  jurisdiction  should  not  be  exercised 
in  the  case  of  allotments  under  said  fourth  section. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  recommend  that  such  measures  be 
taken,  either  by  legislation  or  by  departmental  instructions,  as  will 
remedy  the  evil  to  which  reference  is  made. 


H.— CONTEST  DIVISION. 

Rule  1  of  the  Rules  of  Practice  in  cases  before  the  United  States 
district  land  offices,  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  permits  any  person  to  initiate  a  contest  against  any  party 
to  an  entry,  filing,  or  other  claim  under  laws  of  Congress  relating  to 
the  public  lands  for  any  sufficient  cause  affecting  the  legality  or  valid- 
ity of  the  claim.  By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  14,  1880  (21 
Stat.  L.,  140),  a  successful  contestant  is  given  a  preference  right  of 
entry  for  thirty  days  after  notice  of  decision  in  his  favor  to  enter  the 
land  involved  in  the  contest. 

The  cases  that  come  to  this  division  as  the  result  of  contests  initi- 
ated before  the  various  registers  and  receivers  are  classified  as  follows: 
First,  cases  on  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  local  officers  on  the 
merits  thereof,  called  docket  cases;  second,  cases  on  appeal  from  the 
decisions  of  local  officers  not  on  the  merits,  called  miscellaneous 
appeals;  third,  cases  in  which  there  is  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  local  officers,  but  which  must  be  reviewed  by  this  office  in  order  to 
determine  whether  the  decisions  therein  are  rendered  in  accordance 
with  existing  laws  and  regulations,  called  unappealed  cases;  fourth, 
applications  to  be  permitted  to  contest  an  entry  of  record  or  for  a 
hearing  before  the  local  officers  where  the  same  has  been  denied  or 
the  local  officers  have  no  power  under  the  rules  and  regulations  to 
grant  the  same;  fifth,  motions  for  rehearing  and  review.  In  addition 
to  the  above,  the  division  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  answering 
numerous  letters  of  inquiry  calling  for  reports  from  the  local  officers, 
keeping  necessary  dockets,  other  records  and  files,  forwarding  appeals 
to  the  Secretary  promulgating  departmental  decisions,  etc. 

Where  a  final  entry  has  been  involved  in  a  contest,  this  division  is 
charged  with  the  duty  of  examining  the  final  proof,  with  a  view  of 
either  approving  the  entry  for  patent  or  rejecting  the  same.  In  order 
to  secure  the  fullest  investigation  and  provide  every  possible  safe- 
guard against  mistakes,  two  clerks  are  required  to  examine  the  final 
proof  and  approve  the  same  before  the  entry  is  passed  to  patent. 

The  character  of  the  work  performed  in  this  division  has  been 
maintained  at  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  and  the  painstaking 
manner  in  which  its  decisions  are  prepared,  often  dealing  with  the 
most  intricate  points  of  law  and  very  contradictory  evidence  as  to  the 
essential  facts  in  the  cases  considered,  shows  gratifying  results  in 
the  large  percentage  (84)  affirmed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  of  those  cases  in  which  appeals  are  taken  from  the  Commis- 
sioner's decisions. 

During  the  year  past  a  portion  of  the  work  heretofore  performed  in 
this  division,  viz,  that  relating  to  contests  involving  timber-culture 
and  desert-land  entries,  has  been  assigned  to  the  preemption  division; 
so  that  the  contests  at  present  adjudicated  in  this  division  are  princi- 
I>ally  those  between  individualSy  where  rights  under  the  homestead 
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and  timber  and  stone  laws,  and  locations  of  land  scrip  under  yarioos 
acts  of  Congress,  are  involved. 

The  controversies  arising  over  the  question  as  to  who  first  settled 
under  the  laws  and  instructions  governing  the  various  "  openings  "or 
'^  races  for  homes  "  in  Oklahoma  continue  to  test  the  discernment  and 
legal  acumen  of  the  examiners  in  very  many  of  the  contests  from 
that  Territory. 

The  legal  dispute  as  to  whether  Greer  CJounty,  Okla.,  belonged  to 
the  United  States  or  to  the  State  of  Texas  having  been  determined 
by  the  United  States  Supreme  CJourt  in  favor  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, a  new  land  office  for  that  county,  located  at  Mangum,  Okla., 
was  opened  on  June  24,  1897,  and  as  there  are  about  9,000  claims  of 
160  acres  each  in  that  county,  doubtless  a  considerable  number  of 
contests  from  that  source  will  come  up  for  adjudication  during  the 
ensuing  year,  as  it  has  been  the  uniform  experience  in  recent  years 
that  as  the  few  remaining  reservations  of  public  lands  come  into  mai^ 
ket  for  settlement  and  entry,  the  competition  to  secure  homes  thereon 
becomes  more  and  more  keen  as  the  exhaustion  of  the  supply  becomes 
imminent. 

At  present  numerous  contests  for  the  possession  of  the  lands  in  the 
reservation  opened  to  settlement  in  Minnesota  on  May  15,  1896,  and 
in  South  Dakota  on  May  21,  1895,  are  coming  up  from  the  loorf 
officers  in  those  localities  for  decision  by  this  division. 

While  the  actual  number  of  cases  adjudicated  is  somewhat  less  than 
in  former  years,  the  value  of  the  claims  and  the  eagerness  and  per- 
sistency with  which  they  are  attacked  and  defended,  rendering  the 
cases  more  complicated  and  difficult  of  solution,  have  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  more  time  is  required  to  give  the  ofttimes  vein- 
minous  records  that  careful,  conscientious  consideration  which  the 
settlers  have  a  right  to  demand  when  the  titles  to  their  homes  are  at 
stake. 

About  65  per  cent  of  the  cases  which  come  to  this  division  on  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  registers  and  receivers  are  afterwards  taken  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  by  appeal  from  the  Commis- 
sioner's decision ,  as  against  30  to  40  per  cent  a  few  years  ago.  Besides, 
in  very  many  cases,  motions  for  review  of  the  Commissioner's  decision, 
or  for  rehearing  before  the  local  officers  are  filed,  and  a  review  or 
modification  is  never  granted  unless  two  examiners,  neither  of  whom 
wrote  the  first  decision,  shall  conclude  that  the  first  decision  was  erro- 
neous, so  that  in  such  cases  the  work  is  increased  to  three  examinations 
of  the  same  record. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  summary  following,  the  work  of  the  divi- 
sion is  practically  up  to«date,  so  that  no  long  delays  vex  the  anxious 
litigants  who  impatiently  await  the  decisions  of  this  Bureau  in  r^ard 
to  their  rights  to  the  land  which  has  been  promised  them  ujion  the 
fulfillment  of  certain  conditions. 

The  importance  of  such  work  as  this  can  not  well  be  overestimated. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  division  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  :J0,  181)7,  Is  submitted,  as-foUows: 
Average  numlmr  of  omployeos * 

CONTEST  CASES. 

IhnXMtXM  iuuhmUwI  CAses  on  hand  July  1 ,  1896. »4 

RiH*olvw\  (luritiK  tlio  yoar  ftom  reginters  and  receivers 680 
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Appealed  (docket)  cases — CoDtinaed. 

Referred  to  other  diyisions  during  the  year 45 

Decided  during  the  year 730 

775 


Balmice  undecided  docket  cases  on  hand _.  159 


Decided  appealed  cases  awaiting  closing  on  hand  July  1, 1896. .      918 

Appealed  cases  decided  during  the  year 730 

Api)ealed  cases  returned  from  the  £>epartment  during  the  year .      347 


Appealed  cases  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  on  appeal  during 

uteyear 518 

Appealed  cases  closed  during  the  year .  .  1,122 


1,990 


1,640 


Balance  decided  api)eal  cases  on  hand ..'...         850 


Total  number  of  api)ealed  cases  on  hand 509 

Unappealed  cases: 

Unaiipealed  cases  on  hand  July  1,  1896  (including  150  not 

decided  and  116  decided  but  not  closed) 266 

Unappealed  cases  received  during  the  year 2,847 

2,618 


Referred  to  other  divisions  during  the  year 145 

nnapi>ealed  cases  examined  and  closed  during  the  year 2, 258 


2,398 


Balance  unappealed  cases  on  hand 215 

Total  undecided  appealed  and  unappealed  cases  on  hand 374 

Entries  canceled  during  tne  year: 

Original 2,097 

Final 10 

Entries  approved  for  patent  during  the  2^eftr 69 

Ehitries  involved  in  pending  contests  ( original) 625 

Entries  involved  in  x>ending  contests  (final) 37 

Acres  involved  in  pending  contests 105,920 


MISCBLLANEOUS  APPBALfi. 


Appeals  from  actions  of  registers  and  receivers  on  interlocutory 
questions: 

On  hand  Juljr  1, 1896 48 

Received  during  the  year  from  registers  and  receivers 107 

Returned  from  the  Department  during  the  year 36 


Referred  to  other  divisions  during  the  year 11 

Examined  and  decided  during  the  year 159 


191 


170 


Balance  on  hand 21 


APPEALS. 


Appeals  from  decisions  of  the  Commissioner: 

Onhand  July  1,1896 44 

Received  during  the  year 579 


Transmitted  to  the  Secretary  during  the  year 549 

Acted  on  by  declining  to  forward  to  Secretaiy  during  the  year.        10 


628 
559 


Balance  on  hand 64 
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MOTIONS  FOR  REVIEW,  REHEARINQ,  AND  CERTIORARI. 

Motions  on  handjnly  1,1896 69 

Beoeived  daring  the  year 369 

438 

Acted  on  daring  the  year 114 

Transmitted  to  the  Secretary  daring  the  year _.      257 

871 

Balance  on  hand 67 

APPLICATIONS  TO  CONTEST. 

On  hand  Jaly  1,1896 7 

Applications  to  contest  final  entries  received 50 

Applications  to  contest  original  entries  received _ .        37 

94 

Contests  allowed  and  hearings  ordered  daring  the  year 23 

Hearings  *denied  daring  the  year 65 

88 

Balance  on  hand 6 

DECISIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  hand  Jaly  1,  1896,  not  promalgated 141 

Received  from  the  Department  daring  the  year 672 

813 

Promalgated  daring  the  year 802 

Balance  on  hand 11 

LETTERS. 

Letters  from  all  soarces,  indading  letters  transmitting  contests: 

On  hand  Jaly  1,1895,  not  disposed  of 513 

Becei ved  daring  the  year 8, 843 

9,356 

Answered  daring  the  year 2,959 

Filed  with  cases  or  letters  previoasly  received 5, 761 

Beferred  to  other  divisions  daring  tne  year 254 

8.974 

Balance  on  hand 382 

Namber  of  letters  written  daring  the  year 9,823 

Namber  or  pages  typewritten  daring  the  year 22,772 

Namber  of  iMiges  copied  in  longhand 333 

Namber  of  pages  press  copied  daring  the  year _    17,649 

Namber  of  certified  copies  famished  daring  the  year 30 

Ckxstof  certified  copies  famished $164.25 


K— DIVISION  OF  SWAMP  LANDS. 

This  division  has  charge  of  all  claims  under  the  swamp-land  grants 
and  the  swamp-land  indemnity  laws,  and  of  all  contests  against  and 
all  entries  and  locations  in  conflict  with  swamp-land  claims  of  the 
States. 

The  correspondence  of  the  office  relative  to  all  matters  pertaining 
to  swamp-land  business — such  as  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior for  the  information  of  his  office  or  for  transmission  to  Congress 
or  to  the  President,  and  statements  of  the  status  of  lands  to  individ- 
uals— ^is  also  prepared  in  this  division. 

There  were  employed  in  this  division  1  chief  and  15  clerks  and  copy- 
ists at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  1  chief  and  13  clerks  and 
copyists  at  its  close;  and  there  was  attached  thereto  1  special  agent, 
who  investigated  the  swamp-land  cash  indemnity  claim  of  Livingston 
County,  111.,  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1896. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  most  important  work  performed 
in  the  division  during  the  year: 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  most  important  work  performed 
in  the  division  during  the  year: 

Letters  and  reports: 

Pending  for  action  Jtdy  1, 1806 222 

Beceived  daring  the  year 2,069 


Answered  and  acted  upon 1, 132 ' 

Filed  or  referred 802 


2,291 
1,934 


Pending  for  action  June  30,1897 357 

Other  letters  written 1,075 


Swamp  land  in  place  claims  (acres) : 

Pending  July  1, 1896  (estimated) 3,107,085.86 

Received  during  the  year 69,983.89 

3, 177, 069. 75 

Patented 800.673.12 

Rejected- 511,916.82 

Canceled 243,816.39 

1,556,406.33 


Pending  for  action  June  80, 1897  (estimated) 1,620,663.42 

Lists  transmitted  to  Secretary  for  approval:  No.  56;  embracing.      735, 064. 25 

Decisions  holding  for  rejection:  No.  127;  embracing: 321, 023. 60 

Decisions  holding  for  cancellation:  No.  45;  embracing 191 ,  781 .  41 


Swamp-land  cash  and  land  indemnity  claims  (acres) : 

Pending  July  1,1896  (estimated) 1,754,954.92 

Approved  on  basis  of 1,039.92 

Rejected 108,282.00 

Canceled 8,040.00 

117,361.92 

Pending  for  action  June  30, 1897  (estimated) 1,637,593.00 

Lists  transmitted  to  Secretary  for  approval:  No.  1;  embracing. .  1, 039. 92 

Decisions  holding  for  rejection :  No.  57 ;  embracing 151 ,  280. 00 

Decisions  holding  for  cancellation:  No.  38;  embracing 29, 040. 00 

Swamp-land  Indemnity  patents  executed;  embracing 1 ,  278. 41 
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FEES  AND  COMMISSIONS. 

Homestead  entries  (original  and  final) $538, 533. 22 

Timber-cultnre  entries  (original  and  final) 19, 808. 57 

Military  bounty  land  warrants 110. 00 

Agricultnral  college  scrip 4. 00 

State  selections _ 5,777.00 

Railroad  selections 19,850.25 

Donation  claims 55.00 

Wagon-road  selections 1, 010. 00 

Final  commissions  on  Indian  lands 535.06 

Preemption  and  other  filing _ 31,632.00 

Redncmg  testimony  to  writing,  etc 61,654.45 

$678,469.55 

Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  public  land 1, 596, 380. 74 

Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  Indian  land 438, 716. 31 

Total  receipts  from  timber  depredations. 33,613.97 

Total  receipts  from  sales  of  Government  property 8, 525. 45 

Total  receipts  for  furnishing  transcripts  of  records  and  plats.  Gen- 
eral Land  Office 10,694.81 

Total  cash  receipts 2,087,931.28 

The  total  cash  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1896,  were 
$2,106,361.67,  showing  a  decrease  in  receipts  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1897,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  $18,430.39. 

The  total  expenses  of  district  land  offices  for  salaries  and  commis- 
sions of  registers  and  receivers,  incidental  expenses,  and  expenses  of 
depositing  public  moneys  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897, 
was  $604,736.93,  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1896,  $25,541.74. 
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ftp  lands  approved  to  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Congress  approved 
.reh  g,  1849  (9  Stat.  L.,  362),  September  28,  1850  {9  Stat,  L.,  519;  sec,  2480, 
V.  Stat.),  and  March  12,  1860  {12  Stat,  L,,  S;  sec,  2490,  Rev,  Stat,),  from  the 
^es  of  said  acts  up  to  June  SO,  1897, 


1896. 

1897. 

Year  end- 
ing June  80, 
1897. 

Acres. 
74.60 

Total  since 

State. 

Third 
quarter. 

Fourth 
quarter. 

First 
quarter. 

Second 
quarter. 

dates 
of  grants. 

XDA 

Acrca. 

Acrea. 
74.60 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 
414.384.91 

IMM       , 

7,692,376.18 

mi^. 

1,847,922.88 

Ia 

10,641.12 
1,266.63 

1,001.41 

2.942.960 
408.37 

337,724.82 

3.296.326.85 
1.664 
847.88 
189.30 

20.251.063.43 

a.  -..- .— 

1.496.054  03 

la . 

847.88 

1.265.955.75 

149.80 

40 

937.170.08 

iana  (act  of  1849) 

8. 761. 469. 23 

iana  (act  of  1860) 

121.60 

766.16 

887.66 

323.074.26 

^n  ., 

5,730.457.61 

Mota 

8,938.62 

260.726.72 

12,696.19 

160.08 

1,298.08 

2,254.10 

283.615.68 

100.08 

1,816.40 

8,715.196.75 

aipDi 

8,331.636  15 

an 

40 

478.82 

4.498.026.02 

25. 795. 71 

n 

475.38 

68.60 
120 

429.21 

973.19 
353.75 

322,801.95 

233.75 

3,352.067.46 

rotal 

27.379.92 

261.796.43 

2,958,377.43 

341,255.51 

3,588.809.29 

63,965,472.40 

tp  lands  which  have  been  certified  or  patented  to  the  several  States  under  the 
8  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1849  (9  Stat,  L.,  352),  September  28^  1850 
Stat.  L,,  519;  sec,  248O,  Rev,  Stat.),  March  12,  1860  {12  Stat,  L.,  3;  sec.  2490, 
y,  Stat,),  from  the  dates  of  said  acts  up  to  June  30, 1897, 


1896. 

1897. 

Year  end 

ing  Jane 

30.1897. 

Total  pat- 
ented since 
dates  of 
grants. 

State. 

Third 
quarter. 

Fourth 
quarter. 

First 
quarter. 

Second 
quarter. 

ma 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 
413,487.36 

IftfMf 

7.674.165.16 

mlA  _ 

719.7? 

132.427.87 

19,542.18 

587.98 

133,147.69 

357.543.43 

2,^.99 

280.00 

798.78 

1.745.938  80 

a 

1,001.25 
438.25 

337.000.00 
120.00 
280.00 
604.48 

17,073,708.56 
1,456.238.22 
1  253  262  85 

B 

i.'676.8i" 

la 

189.30 

866  847  66 

ana  (act  of  1840) 

a8, 712, 989. 36 
299.282.92 

ana  {act  of  1860) 

587.04 

534.47 

25,474.54 

660.00 

40.00 

40.00 

627.04 

534.47 

300,120.68 

823.08 

1,924.18 

ran 

5,651.545.65 
3.605,489.31 
8.272.548.41 

Sota 

40.00 
108.00 
334.61 

270,899.59 

3,706.55 
160.08 
697.39 

2??!*.:::::::::::::::: 

852.18 

8,344.029  11 
26  775  71 

n 

839.20 
120.00 

643.98 
240.00 

1,383.18 
673.75 

220,377.73 
8,249,846.83 

80.00 

233.75 

Potal 

29,  on.  58 

168.209.34 

274,339.77 

343,392.43 

800,673.12 

58,865,533.63 

ider  the  act  of  March  2, 1849,  which  applies  to  Louisiana  only,  certified  copies  of  approved 
aving  the  force  and  effect  of  patents  are  furnished  the  State. 

le  amount  of  swamp  land  in  place  claims  remaining  unadjudi- 
i  can  not  be  stated,  but  it  is  much  larger  than  the  amount 
rted  in  the  first  table  of  this  report,  viz,  1,620,663.42  acres,  which 
v^en  on  the  authority  of  an  estimate  made  many  yeara  since,  and 
h  has  proved  to  be  too  small.  It  might  be  presumed  that  the 
rence  between  the  total  amount  of  lands  selected  from  the  dates 
le  grants  to  June  30,  1897,  and  the  total  amount  patented  up  to 
same  date  would  represent  the  pending  or  unadjudicated  claims, 
ihis  presumption  would  not  be  well  founded,  since  the  difference, 


260  UEPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


•§ 


s 


I- 


St 


SSSSsSS 

9*    — **  9>      m      0       m 

^3     SB3l!&5!9 


""Mills' 

•      -?        •        •        *  ^  • 


•       ■■••• 

bta  '^  f-H  as  1-.  06 


~"8SSSts¥" 

•        "        "       J     _*      _# 


■     •     •  _  • •  • 

2k2SS8S5 

p  N  rH  rH  ©J  1-"  00 

^S  tut 


^    ^    ^ 


»-  la  S  »c  »  o 

•      ■•••■ 
_:  »H  ^H  »^  t:  O*  »i 


^§  iiii 


•        •        •     _  ■ 


iii 

5SJ 


it 

Hi' 


s 


s 


iir 


■    ■    •    • 

it 


Si 


<oeoto 


■        •         ■ 


•O  S5  CO  rH  5  tC  90 

r-      »      ^      #-      •■     ^^      » 


s 

s' 


oo 


vS 


8 


g— ;  5^ -^  30 1-1  ee 
I'.r-i'^aoo^ 


9 


iiiiiti 


0» 

o 


eo 


t: 


I  .=1 


^1 


<'^C&  3P^oDt» 


s 


£r:tl?;si8sSsSZ2Sssii^sisSi8So 


r-l^9)»| 


Si^§ii§l£§§8 

NiS     »o  •«♦•»-•  2  F- « CO 


©l*ll-H^ 


si 


sy 


it 


^H!<«K!t^eo«x>ii5«^ 


»HM»ll-l 


ji3S?£=:53B 


£8S8lUJg3l 

t-  X  o  :2  5*  "i  2 


i4S 


oS^S.S^S3S^H(l 

8's'dliS'iSalfgW 


&)SSs»aoo-^Vlxt-3 

♦       «••••■•        ■        •        • 


CO 


©i*f 


*5 1-j  w  c6  «?;■?»{-  1-j  5J  X  »H 

^5  x  35  c5  »•-  »  ^  c?  lis  ea  flo 

*  e  C'l  Sg  «■- '«  ft  ^  *2  Q  5U 


»o 


CO 


O^H        QB  ^H  ^  ^^  » «-J rH 


CO 


1-^CO 


iiilllli-ii 


illilil  l?fl 


p  es 


^ 


i 

j5 


n 


*        W        W         9 


isil 


04 


X 


I 


x^ 


50X< 


X) 

3 

i 

1-4 

a' 


■a 

•  o 


Pi 


5  s  g  g:i.£.i  J  g-3  S I  fell  £  g3||^ 


3 

o 


1-.    « 


SWAMP  LANDS   DIVISION. 


249 


AcfjuatmenU  of  cash  and  land  indemnity  daims,  etc. — Continued. 


State  and  oonnty. 


Iowa 

Benton 

Boone  

DallAB 

Qrundy 

Henry 

Jones 

Do 

Hahaska  ... 

Monroe 

Poweshiek  . 

Do 

Webster...  . 

Do 

Do 

Winnebago. 


Loniidana 


Do.-.. 
Miasisaippi 


Missouri: 

Carroll 

Cass 

Daviess 

Gentry 

Linn 

LdTingston . 
Mississippi . 

Ray* 

SPley 

Worth , 


Total 


Date  of  ap- 
proval or  of 
rejection 
oidaim. 


Sept.88,ia06 
Oct.  83,1896 
Jan.  4,1897 
Nov.  4,1896 
Dec.  31,1896 
Jiilyl6,1896 
Apr.  9.1897 
Dec.  29,1896 

do. 

Oct.  3,1896 
Oct.  28,1896 
Sept.23,1896 
Jan.  12.1897 
June  3,1897 
Apr.  29, 1807 

Sept  J33, 1896 

(a) 
July  16, 1896 

(o) 
Nov.  23. 1896 
Mar.  1.1897 

do 

Mar.  3.1897 
Feb.  18, 1897 
Mar.  1,1897 
Mar.  3,1897 
Mar.  8,1897 
Mar.  9,1807 
Oct.  28,1896 


Land  in- 
demnity 
certified. 


Acres. 


1,039.92 


1,089.92 


Cash  and 
land  in- 
demnity 
rejected  or 
canceled. 


Acres. 


4,m) 

1.400 

41,060 

760 
1,(M0 
8,600 

960 
1,920 

920 
7,400 

320 
10,480 

440 
1,520 

720 


9S2 
80 

2,240 

160 

3,600 

730 

1.480 

900 

1,240 

1,480 

1,000 

3,880 

40 


116,322 


Name  of  State  or 
county  afirent. 


I.  R.Hitt 

do 

J.  N.  Prouty.... 

do 

LB.Hltt 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Joseph  Satchell. 


E.  P.  Puller 

do 

do 

American   Emi- 

grrant  Company. 
Register  of    State 

lands. 

do  

Conunissioner  of 

State  lands. 
Secretary  of  state. . 
do 


.do 
.do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


Total  by  States. 


Land  in- 
demnitv 
certiflea. 


Acres. 


1,000.92 


Cash  and 
land  in- 
demnity 
claims 

rejected. 


Acres. 
76,680 


1,089.92 


922 
80 

16,800 


116,322 


a  Various  dates. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  amount  of  cash  paid  and  of 
lands  certified  and  patented  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1855;  also  the  amount  of  the  unadjusted  claims  x)^nding  at  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year: 

Table  showing  the  cash  indemnity  paid  and  tlie  land  certified  under  the  suoamp- 
land  indemnity  acts;  also  the  inaemnity  lands  patented  and  the  cash  and  land- 
indemnity  claims  remaining  unadjtisted  up  to  June  SO,  1897, 


States. 


Alabama.. 
Arkansas.. 

Florida 

nilnois 

TTii^<A.nA 

Iowa 

IxmisiaDa .. 
Michigan... 
MiwHisslppi 
MisBonri... 

Ohio 

Wisconsin. 


Total 


Cash  indem- 
nity paid. 


$18,605.44 


77,045.6;j 
442.023.17 

39.080.91 
640,173.07 

49,371 

15,922 

17,786 
191,241 

29,027 


07 
04 
56 
03 
76 


185,278.91 


1,605,455.59 


Land  indem- 
nity certi- 
fied. 


Acres. 
20,009.36 


94,740.57 

101,964.90 

8.434.84 

341.632.97 

30,254.17 

24,599.43 

47,888.73 

81,497.43 


106,042.06 


857.084.48 


Indemnity 
land  pat- 
ented. 


Acres, 
19,796.16 


69,615.67 

2,309.07 

4,880.20 

321.605.23 

26.574.10 

2»,998.69 

47,846.88 

79,376.69 


105,047.99 


Cash  and 
land  indem- 
nity remain- 

ingr  unad- 
justed. 


Acres. 
42,533.17 
209.160.00 


837,650.06 


666,718.46 

34.097.09 

4.948.83 

84.551.39 

(a) 

18.992.52 


700,049.68      1.897.651.49 


a  The  claim  on  16,800  acres  was  rejected  during  the  year,  although  no  unadjusted  claim  appeared 
in  the  above  table  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
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The  above  table,  which  was  first  prepared  seven  years  ^o,  and  to 
which  new  selections  have  been  added  and  from  which  new  adjust- 
ments have  been  deducted  annually  since,  shows  the  amount  of 
swamp-land,  cash,  and  land  indemnity  claims  remaining  unadjusted 
to  be  1,897,651.49  acres;  but  it  now  appears  that  that  amount  does 
not  represent  the  true  amount  of  the  claims.  Statements  of  the  real 
condition  of  the  claims,  by  St-ates  and  counties,  now  in  course  of  prep- 
aration, disclose  the  fact  that  the  basis  of  swamp-land  indemnity 
claims  remaining  unadjusted  amounts  to  nearly  5, OCX), 000  acres.  The 
table  will  be  revised  soon,  and  the  next  annual  report  will  represent 
the  actual  condition  of  the  claims. 

DECISIONS  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  RELATIVE  TO  ADJUST- 
MENTS OF  SWAMP-LAND   CLAIMS    DURING  THE    FISCAL  TEAR. 

STATE  OF  CALJFOBNIA. 

Surveyor'' 8  return — Section  B4S8,  Beviaed  Statutes, — The  approved  formnLi. 
''swamp  and  overflowed  lands  unfit  for  cnltiyation/'  employed  m  ttie  retains  of 
the  snryeyor-ffeDeral  follows  the  words  of  the  statute,  and  must  he  taken  as 
sufficiently  indicating  the  character  of  the  land,  without  the  additional  statement 
that  the  limds  were  swamp  and  overflowed  at  the  date  of  the  swamp  grant 

The  acceptance  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OfiSce  of  a  survey, » 
returned  by  the  surveyor-general,  with  directions  that  the  plat  shall  be  filed  in  the 
local  office,  amounts  to  an  approval  of  such  survey. 

Under  the  first  paragraph  of  section  2488,  Revised  Statutes,  the  return  of  land 
as  swamp  and  overfiowed  by  the  United  States  surveyor-general  for  the  State  of 
California  is  conclusive  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  land  so  returned  and 
represented  as  such  on  the  approved  township  surveys  and  plats;  and  lands  thns 
returned  must  be  certified  to  the  State  as  inuring  thereto  under  the  swamp  grant 

The  decision  of  March  17, 1892,  (14  L.  D.,  258),  vacated.  (August  27, 1896;  23 
L.  D.,  230.) 

IIomeMeadr—Act  of  June  17^  1892,— The  jareteiTed  right  of  homestead  entir 
accorded  to  actual  settlers  by  the  act  of  June  17,  1892,  opening  the  Klamatn 
River  Indian  reservation,  does  not»extend  to  lands  returned  as  swamp  and  over- 
fiowed and  BO  represented  on  the  approved  township  surveys  and  plats.  (H(d- 
comb  V,  California,  January  18, 1897;  24  L.  D.,  26.) 

Survey — Character  of  tond.— Where  it  is  apparent  from  the  record  that  in  tJie 
survey  of  a  township  a  large  body  of  luid  adjacent  to  a  navigable  lake  has  been 
omitted  from  actual  survey  through  the  establishment  of  a  meander  line  between 
alleged  swamp  and  dry  lands,  instead  of  at  the  true  shore  line  of  the  lake,  a  surrey 
of  the  lands  so  omitted  should  be  made. 

The  claim  of  a  State  under  the  grant  of  swamp  lands  must  fail  if  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  lands  were  of  the  character  granted  at  the  date  of  the  grant 
(January  80,  1897;  24  L.  D.,  68.) 

STATE  OF  FLORIDA. 

Everglades— School  lands,— A  patent  may  issue  to  the  State  of  Florida  tmder 
the  swamp-land  act  for  the  unsurveyed  tract  known  as  the  '*  Everglades,"  sub- 
ject to  the  right  of  the  State  under  its  grant  of  school  lands.  (February  18, 1897; 
24  L.  D.,  247.) 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 

Suximp-land  indemnity — Waiver, — A  claim  for  swamp  indemnitv  must  be 
rejected  where  it  appears  that  the  tracts  of  land  employed  as  a  basis  tnerefor  are 
included  within  a  prior  waiver  of  all  claims  thereto  executed  by  a  duly  authorized 
agent  of  the  county.    (Jefferson  County,  Aug^ust  4, 1896;  23  L.  D.,  184.) 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

Suximp-land  indemnity— Acts  of  1849  and  1850, — The  swampy  character  of  land 
forming  the  basis  of  a  cUdm  for  indemnity  should  be  shown  in  the  same  way  and 
by*evidence  of  t^e  same  character  as  required  to  entitle  the  State  to  lands  under 
its  grant. 


statement  nhcnrt'nn  f     im- 
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7  June 


*nnt  ap- 

priated 

the  cur- 

nt  fiM-jil 

;\r  ending 

uo  m,  1806. 


1885... 

1««  .. 

1JV7... 
1»N<... 
1HH»... 
li«0.-. 
1*1... 

iw;... 

18M6.. 

imt... 
vem... 

18U.. 
18^.- 


114.840 


Staiemeni  mtmrtv 
named  Siau  -  •»»  ••' — " 
of  the  Mu*^     '  ttw- 

ISh'i .  dvrtti "  I-.-  « r  - 


IS 

Cdonulo 

Florida 

Idaho 

IIlinoi*< 

^n^iwp"  .- 

Iowa 

I/onisianiL 

MiniMMfocii  — 
ippi... 

n 

MoDtana 

Kebrafiku  — 

Kerada 

KortbDakoUk 

fflno- 

Oregon - 

SuDiiiDakob^ 

Utah 

WaiAxmiPtoi. 
WiacciiMBii 
nuni; — 

Total 


A  II 


:riO 


465,  (MX) 


:J.. ■.■'■'<>  I 


I'll  (Kd 


I 


125,000 


a,.*:  JO 


110.000 


<. 


r.aso 


518.440 


485,000 


150.000 


2.500 


90,000 


V 
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L.— DRAFTING  DIVISION 

The  work  allotted  to  and  executed  by  this  division  relates  to  the 
compilation  of  maps  of  the  United  States  and  of  individual  States  and 
Territories  in  which  public  land  is  located,  the  platting  of  maps  per- 
taining to  township  and  lesser  subdivisions,  all  diagrams,  copies  of 
plats  and  tracings,  all  examinations  of  location  of  right  of  way  rail- 
roads, canals,  ditches,  and  reservoirs  relative  to  public  surveys  and 
conflicts — in  short,  all  the  drafting  required  by  the  General  Land 
Office  for  individual,  departmental,  or  other  puri)08es. 

This  division  is  also  custodian  of  all  official  field  notes  of  surveys  of 
the  public  domain  and  of  the  originals  and  photolithographic  copies 
of  maps  and  plats  relative  thereto. 

The  following  is  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  work  performed  in  this 
division  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  viz: 

Letters  pending  June  30,  1896 _ _    11 

Letters  received  during  the  year _ _   


Total --- - 709 

Letters  disposed  of — 

By  answer - 529 

By  filing  (no  answer  required) _ 123 

By  reference  to  other  divisions. 48 

Total - -- 700 

Balance  pending  June  30, 1897 .-. 9 

Letters  originating  in  Division  L _ 96 

The  map  of  the  United  States  for  1807  was  revised,  corrected  up  to 
date,  and,  together  with  the  tracings  of  maps  of  the  States  of  Mon- 
tana, Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  was 
forwarded  to  the  Friedenwald  Company,  lithographers,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  for  reproduction. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  editions  of  the  follow- 
ing maps  have  been  received  from  the  Friedenwald  Company :  Map 
of  the  United  States,  1896,  under  their  contract  for  fiscal  year  ending 
Juno  30, 1896;  map  of  the  United  States,  1897,  and  maps  of  the  States 
of  Montana,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  the  Ten-itory  of  Arizona, 
under  their  contract  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  map  of  the  United  States  for  1898,  it  is 
contemplated  to  issue  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  the 
following  State  and  Territorial  maps:  California,  two  sheets;  Idaho, 
Colorado,  Kansas,  Nevada,  and  Oklahoma. 

Two  draftsmen  have  been  employed  during  the  fiscal  year  on  the 
compilation  of  various  Stat^  and  Territorial  railroad  withdrawal 
atlases  for  Division  F,  one  draftsman  upon  work  pertaining  to  the 
preparation  of  field  notes  for  binding,  and  another  draftsman  upon 
work  pertaining  to  the  preparation  of  plats  of  survey  for  binding. 
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Etiimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

SOf  1899,  by  the  Qeneral  Land  OJ^— Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  oxpenditnro,  and  ezplanationg. 


EBtixnsted 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  dL'tailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


MAPS  OF  THB  UXITBD  RTATE& 

For  connected  and  separate  United  States  and  other 
nurae  prepared  in  the  Cleneral  Land  Office:  Fro- 
vided.  That  one-half  of  said  United  States  maps 
shall  oe  delivered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  one-fourth  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  dis- 
tribution (Feb.  19, 1807) 


INSPECTTNG  MINB8  IN  THE  TBBRITORIE8. 

For  salaries  of  two  mine  inspectors  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  Mar.  3, 1801  {26  SUt.  L.,  1104},  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  of  miners  in  the  Terri- 
tories, at  ^,000  per  annum  each  (Feb.  19, 1H07) 

For  per  diem,  subject  to  such  rules  and  re^rulations 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe,  iu 
Hen  of  subsistence,  at  a  rate  not  exceedingf  t3  \ier 
day  each,  while  absent  from  their  homes  on  dutv, 
and  for  actual  nec^Mary  traveling  expenses  of  said 
inspectors  (Feb  19,1807) 


Total. 


OOLLXCTINO  THE  REVENUE  FROM  SALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

Salaries  and  commiuiwia  of  registers  and  receivers.— 
For  salaries  and  commlRSions  of  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  district  land  offices,  at  not  exceeding 
grouper  annum  each  (R.  S.,  pp.  992,303;  sees.  2837, 

Note. — llie  estimate  submitted  for  compensation 
of  the  regrlBters  and  receivers  is  banod  upon  the  sal- 
aries earned  and  fees  and  conmilssions  collected  and 
covered  into  the  Treasury  by  them  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1807.  The  accompanying  de- 
tailed exhibit  (marked  .A)  shows  the  earnings, 
amount  paid  registers  and  receivers,  and  net  reve- 
nue to  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30. 1897. 

Contingent  expenses^  land  offices.— For  clerk  hire, 
rent,  and  other  incidental  exi)enses  of  the  district 

land  offloes  ^  June  4, 1897) 

KoTE.— The  foregoing  mtimate  includes  the  sal- 
aries of  clerks,  office  rent,  registration  fees,  and  a 
variety  of  other  incidental  expenses  pertaining  to 
the  miming  of  the  local  land  offices,  such  as  binding 
nlats,  rebinding  old  and  dilapidated  plat  books  worn 
\}j  constant  handling  and  use,  the  purchase  of  f ur- 
mture,  safes,  typewriters,  etc.  The  amount  esti- 
mated is  125,000 less  than  the  current  appropriation, 
such  reduction  being  proposed  as  temporary  and  in 
the  interest  of  public  economy,  notwithstanding  re- 
cj^uests  from  many  local  offices  for  increased  facili- 
ties of  room,  furniture,  clerical  assistance,  etc. 
Expenses  of  depositing  jmblic  moneys.— For  expenses 
of  depositing  money  received  from  the  disjiosal  of 
public  lands  (June  4,  1807;  R.  S.,  p.  713,  sec.  3617; 

Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Demredations  on  public  timbery  protecting  public 
kinds  and  settlement  of  claims  for  swamp  lands^ 
and  swamp-land  indemnity.— To  meet  the  expenses 
of  protecting  timber  on  the  public  landB  and  for 
the  more  efficient  execution  of  the  law  and  rules 
relating  to  the  cutting  thereof;  of  protecting  pub- 
lic lands  from  Illegal  and  fraudulent  entry  or 
appropriation,  and  of  adjusting  claims  for  swamp 
lands,  and  indemnity  for  swamp  lands  (June  4, 
1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25):  Provided,  That  agents  and 
others  employed  under  this  appropriation  shall  be 
selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  al- 
lowed per  diems,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  ho  may  prescribe,  in  lieu  of  subsistence, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  three  dollars  ($13)  per  day 
each,  and  actual  necessary  expenses  for  transpor- 
tation (June  4, 1807;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Note.— This  estimate  has  been  carefully  consid- 
ered.   It  is  not  made  simply  in  conformity  with  pre- 


114,840 


4,000 


3.350 


405,000 


125.000 


2,500 


110.000 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


7,360 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fls<-al 
J  ear  ending 
une  30, 1896. 


r,360 


517.180 


518.440 


466,000 


125,000 


2,r.jo 


110,000 


485,000 


150,000 


2,500 


90,000 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30, 1899,  by  the  Oeneral  Land  O^oe— Continaed. 


Detailed  objects  of  ezpendltare,  and  explanations. 


GOLLBCTINO  THK  REYEXUE  FROM  SALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS— continaed . 

▼ions  usage,  but  is  baned  on  the  actual  needs  of  the 
service.  In  recent  y^ears  the  amount  appropriated 
has*been  exhausted  m  meetinir  current  pressing:  exi- 
gencies months  before  ^he  expiration  of  the  year, 
leaving  an  anf ortunate  nterim  wherein  all  investi- 
gations nto,  and  prosecutions  of  fraudulent  entries, 
were  necessarily  dropped,  while  wholesale  depreda- 
tions on  public  timber  were  nerpetrated  without 
restraint.  It  is  confidently  believed  the  sum  esti- 
mated for  is  the  verv  least  that  can  adequately  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  service,  and  that  a  dmiinu- 
tion  of  the  amount  to  be  thus  applied  would  not  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  good  or  of  economy,  but 
decidedly  the  reverse. 

Protection  and  adminUtration  of  forest  reserves.— 
To  meet  the  expenses  of  executing  the  provisions 
of  the   sundry  civil  act  approved   June  4,  1897 
( Pub.  No.  2,  pp.  28  and  29),  for  tne  care  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  forest  reserves,  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  forest  inspectoi-s  and  assistants,  and  for  the 
employment  of  foresters  and  other  emergency 
help  in  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of 
forest  fires,  and  for  advertising  dead  and  matured 
trees  for  sale  within  such  reservations:  Provided^ 
That  forestry  agents  and  supervisors  and  other 
persons  to  be  deslgrnated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior for  duty  under  this  appropriation  shall  be 
allowed  per  diem,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  prescribe,  in  lieu  of  subsistence 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $3  per  day  each,  and  actual 
necessary  expenses  for  transportation  (submitted) 
Note.— In  the  administration  of  forest  reserves, 
created  under  section  24  of  the  act  of  Mar.  3,  1891,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  required,  by  provisions 
in  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  "to 
establish  such  service  as  will  insure  the  objects  of 
such  reservation,''  to  appoint  competent  persons  to 
make  examination  and  personal  inspection  of  the 
lands  embraced  in  such  reserves,  to  ascertain  the 
tracts  therein  which  are  *' better  adapted  for  min- 
ing or  for  agricultural  purposes  than  for  forest 
usage  in  order  that  such  tracts  may  be  restored  to 
the  public  domain,''  to  appoint  exi>ert8  to  designate 
and  appraise ''  so  much  of  thedead,  matured,  or  large 
growth  of  trees  found  upon  such  forest  reservations 
as  may  be  compatible  with  the  utilization  of  the 
forests  thereon,^'  and  to  advertise  and  sell  such  tim- 
ber fmd  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  supervise  the 
cutting  and  removal  of  sucn  timber. 

Expenses  of  hearings  in  land  entries.— For  expenses 
of  hearings  held  oy  order  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  determine  whether 
alleged  fraudulent  entries  are  of  that  character  or 
have  l)een  made  in  Compliance  with  law  (June  4, 

1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Note.— The  foregoing  estimate  is  to  defray  the 
expense  of  hearings  ordered  by  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  in  cases  of  alleged  fraud- 
ulent or  il  legal  entries.  These  entries  are  suspended 
upon  the  reports  of  investigations  made  by  special 
acrents;  hearings  are  then  ordered  to  be  held,  and 
all  parties  in  interest  notified  thereof.  The  expenses 
to  be  borne  by  the  United  States  are  those  of  its 
own  witnesses  and  the  taking  of  testimony  to  estab- 
lish the  fraudulent  or  illegalcharacter  of  the  entry. 
The  reduced  expenditure  from  this  appropriation 
for  the  fiscal  year  1897  affords  reasonable  expecta- 
tion that  one-half  the  amount  heretofore  appropri- 
ated may  be  made  to  suffice  for  the  next  fincal  year, 
and  the  estimate  has  been  accordingly  so  reduced. 
Reproducing  plais  of  surireyn^  General  Land  Office.— 
To  enable  tne  Commissioner  of  the  General  I^nd 
Office  to  continue  to  reproduce  worn  and  defaced 


Ilstimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


$170,000 


.%ono 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


$170,000 


8,000 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  uie  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J  ear  ending 
uneao.im. 


•ft.000 
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Eatimatea  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

SO,  1899,  by  the  General  Land  Office— Continue. 


Betafled  objects  of  expenditore,  and  ezpUiiatlons. 


OOLLACnKO  THE  REVENUE  FROM  BALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LiAin>B— continued. 

official  plats  of  saryeys  on  file  and  other  plats  con- 
stitntingr  a  part  of  the  records  of  said  office,  and  to 
famish  local  hind  offices  with  the  same  (June  4; 
Pnb.  No.  2.  p.  25) 


CUusificaiion  of  certain  mineral  lands  in  Montana 
and  Idaho.— For  compensation  of  the  twelve  com- 
mlssionera  appointed  under  the  act  of  Feb.  28, 1896 
(SB  Stat.,  L.  083),  to  examine  and  classify  certain 
lands  within  the  land-grant  and  indemnity  land- 
srant  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Co., 
m  the  States  of  Montana  and  Idaho,  with  special 
reference  to  the  mineral  or  nonmineral  character 
of  such  lands:  Provided^  That  said  commiasioners 
shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  $10  a  day  each  while 
actuidly  engaged  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties;  which  amount  shall  include  their  trans- 
portation and  subsistence  expenses,  and  that  the 
total  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  to  each 
commissioner  annually  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the 
sum  of  12,500:  Provided,  Said  commissioners  shall 
beapi>ointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
sdrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate:  Provided.  That 

.  not  more  than  two  members  of  each  board  shall 
belonff  to  the  same  political  party  (June  4, 1897) 

For  puDlication  of  the  monthly  reports  filed  by 
add  conmiiasioners  in  the  office  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  the  Bozeman,  Helena,  and  Missoula 
land  districts,  iu  the  State  of  Montana,  and  the 
Coenr  d'Alene  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Idaho; 
snd  for  the  expenses  pertaining  to  hoMings 
ordered  by  and  conducted  before  said  registers 
and  receivers  (June  4, 1807) 

For  pairment  of  stenographers  employed  by  said 
commissioners  when  authorized  by  the  Commls- 
sioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  testimony  to  writing  m  cases  where  it 
\b  found  necMsarv  to  examine  witnesses  in  order 
to  establish  the  character  of  lauds  examined  by 
said  commissioners  (June  4, 1807) 

Szamination  of  desert  lands.— To  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  examine  the  desert  lands 
selected  by  the  States  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 4  of  the  act  of  Ck)ngreRs  approved  Aug.  18, 1804 
(28  Stat.  L.,4aJ)  (submitted) 


NoTE.~Section  4  of  the  act  referred  to  provides 
**That  to  aid  the  public  land  States  in  the  reclama- 
tion of  the  desert  lands  therein,  and  the  settlement, 
cultivation,  and  sale  thereof  in  small  tracts  to  actual 
settlers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the 
approval  of  the  President,  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ize and  emiMwered,  npon  proper  application  of  the 
State,  to  contract  and  agree,  from  time  to  time,  with 
each  of  the  States  in  which  there  may  be  situated 
desert  lands  as  defined  by  the  act  entitled  *An  act 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  land  in  certain 
States  and  Territories,'  approved  Mar.  8, 1877,  and 
the  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  Mar.  8, 1801, 
binding  the  United  States  to  donate,  grant,  and  pat- 
ent to  the  State,  free  of  cost  for  survey  or  price  of 
such  desert  lands,  not  exceeding  1,(X)(),(X)0  acres  in 
each  State,  as  the  State  may  cause  to  be  irrigated, 
reclaimed,  occupied,'^  under  certain  conditions. 
The  appropruitionof  fl.OOO  contained  in  said  section 
4  of  the  act  referred  to  is  no  longer  available  for  the 
purpose  of  making  such  examinations,  said  appro- 

Iiriat!on  being  available  only  for  the  fiscal  years  of 
806. 1806,  and  1897.  It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of 
|5^(n0  herein  submitted  will  be  necessary  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  lands  that  may  be  selected  by  the 
States  during  the  current  and  ensuing  fiscal  year  of 
m. 

Total 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


$8,ri00 


ao,ono 


12.600 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 

for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 

year  ending 

June  8U,  1808. 


$5,000 


10,000 


l,00f) 


8,000 


41,000 


8,000 


80,000 


10,000 


1,000 


923,000 


79,  aw 


< 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

SOy  1899,  hy  the  General  Land  Office. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditare,  and  explanationn. 


SALARIES. 

For  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office 
(R.S.,  p.  78,  sec.  44G;  Feb.  19, 1897) 

Assistant  Commissioner  to  be  apx>ointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  be  anthorized  to  sign  snch 
letters,  papers,  and  documents,  and  to  perform 
snch  other  duties  as  may  be  directed  by  tne  Com- 
n^tesioner,  and  shall  act  as  Commissioner  in  the 
absence  of  that  officer  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  Commissioner  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Chief  clerk  (R.  S.,p.  74,  sec.  440;  Feb.  19,  1897) 

Two  law  clerks,  at  |2,200  each  ( Feb.  19, 1897) 

Three  inspectors  or  surveyors-general  and  district 
land  offices,  at  S3,a  10  each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Recorder  (R.  S.,  p.  76,  sec.  447;  Feb.  19, 1897) 

Ten  chiefs  of  divisions,  at  12,000  each  (Feb.  19. 1897) . . 

Two  law  examiners,  at  $3,000  each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Ten  principal  exiuniners  of  land  claims  and  contests, 
atfe,O0Oeach(Feb.  19, 1897) 

Thirty  clerks  of  class  4  (reduction  of  1),  (Fob.  19, 
1897;  Pub.  No.  80.  p.  aS) 

Piftv-six  clerks  of  class  3  (reduction  of  1),  (Feb.  19, 
18d7;  Pub.  No.  80,  p.  33) 

Fifty-nine  clerks,  class  2  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No.  80, 
p.fe) 

Bixty-one  clerks,  class  1  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No.  80, 

p.33) 

Forty  nine  clerks,  at  $1,IXJ0  each  (Feb.  19. 1897;  Pub. 
No. 80,  p.33) 

Fifty-five  copyists,  at  |900  each  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub. 
No.  80,  p.  3:5) 

Two  messengers,  at  $840  each  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No. 
80,  p.  33) 

Eight  assistant  messengers,  at  S720  each  (reduction 
of  1),  (Feb.  19,1897;Pub.No.«0,  p.  33) 

One  packer,  at  $720  (reduction  of  5),  (Feb.  19,1897; 
PubrNo.80,p.33) 

Eighteen  laborers,  at  $H60  each  (increase  of  6),  (Feb. 
19,1897;  Pub.  No.  80,  p.33) 

One  depositary,  acting  for  the  Commissioner  as  re- 
ceiver of  puDlio  moneys,  and  also  as  confidential 
secretary,  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  (submitted)* '. 


Note.— The  6  additional  laborers  estimated  for 
herein  at  $660  each  are  in  lieu  of  1  assistant  mes- 
senger and  ty  packers  at  $7^  each,  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for. 

EXPENSES  OF  INSPECTORS. 

For  per  diem  in  lieu  of  subsistence  of  inspectors  and 
of  clerks  detailed  to  investigate  fraudulent  land  en- 
trios,  trespasses  on  the  puolic  lands«  and  cases  of 
official  misconduct;  also  of  clerks  detailed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  of  and  assist  in  opening  new  land 
offices,  while  traveling  on  duty,  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  tne  Interior,  not  exceeding  $3 
per  day,  and  for  actual  necessary  expenses  of  trans- 
portation, and  for  employment  of  stenographers 
and  other  assistants  when  nece.ssary  to  the  efficient 
conduct  of  examination,  and  when  authorized  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  (Feb. 
19,1897) 


LIBRARY. 

For  law  books  for  the  law  library  of  the  Oeneral 
Land  Office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


$5,000 


3,600 
2,250 
4,400 

0,000 

2,000 

20.000 

4,000 

80,000 

64,000 

89,600 

82,eoo 

73,200 

49,000 

49,500 

1,680 

5,760 

720 

11,880 

2,500 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


7.000 


400 


Amount  ap- 
propriatea 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J 'ear  ending 
nne  30. 11^98. 


$6,000 


$487,500 


7.000 


400 


3.500 
2,290 
4,400 

ft,  000 
2.0tJ0 

ao.noo 

4,000 

20.000 

53,800 

91,200 

82,600 

73.300 

40,000 

49,500 

1.680 

6,480 

4.330 

7,990 


7,000 


400 


♦  This  estimate  is  submitted  in  lieu  of  the  above  recommended  reduction  of  the  office  force 
by  2  clerks— one  of  class  4  and  one  of  class  3,  heretofore  acting  as  receiving  clerk  and  derk  to  the 
Commissioner,  respectively. 


ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 
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Sgtimatea  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  thefUcal  year  ending  June 

30y  1899,  by  the  General  Land  Oj^ce— Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


MAPS  OF  THE  UNITED  BTATE& 

For  connected  and  separate  United  States  and  other 
maps  prepared  in  the  General  Land  Office:  Pro- 
vide. That  one-half  of  said  United  States  maps 
shall  bedelirered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  one-fourth  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  dis- 
tribution (Feb.  19,  laW) 


INSPECTING  MINES  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

For  salaries  of  two  mine  inspectors  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  Mar.  3, 1891  (20  SUt.  L.,  1104),  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  of  miners  in  the  Terri- 
tories, at  12,000  per  annum  each  (Feb.  10, 1897) 

For  per  diem,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regrulations 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe,  iu 
lieu  of  subsistence,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  |3  per 
day  each,  while  absent  from  their  homes  on  dutv, 
and  for  actual  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  said 
inspectors  (Feb  10,1897) 


Total. 


OOLLBCriNO  THE  REVENUE  rROM  SALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

Salaries  and  commianant  of  registera  and  receivers.— 
For  salaries  and  commissions  of  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  district  land  offices,  at  not  exceeding 
$3,000  per  annum  each  (R.  S.,  pp.  39CS,  308;  sees.  2237, 

22».2840) 

Note.— The  estimate  submitted  for  compensation 
of  the  registers  and  receivers  is  based  upon  the  sal- 
aries earned  and  fees  and  commissions  collected  and 
covered  Into  the  Treasury  by  them  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  80, 1897.  The  accompanying  de- 
UUed  exhibit  (marked  .A)  shows  the  earnings, 
amount  paid  registers  and  receivers,  and  net  reve- 
nae  to  tne  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  80. 1897. 

Continffent  expenses^  land  offices. — For  clerk  hire, 
rent,  and  other  incidental  expenses  of  the  district 

land  offices  r  June  4, 1897) 

Note.— The  foregoing  estimate  includes  the  sal- 
aries of  clerks,  ofl9[ce  rent,  registration  fees,  and  a 
variety  of  other  incidental  expenses  pertaining  to 
the  running  of  the  local  land  offices,  such  as  binding 
plats,  rebinding  old  and  dilapidated  plat  books  worn 
by  constant  handling  and  use,  thepurchase  of  fur- 
niture, safes,  typewriters,  etc.  The  amount  esti- 
mated is  125,000 less  than  the  current  appropriation, 
snch  reduction  being  proposed  as  temporary  and  in 
the  interest  of  public  economy,  notwithstanding  re- 

Saests  from  many  local  offices  for  increased  faciU- 
les  of  room,  furniture,  clerical  assistance,  etc. 
Expenses  o/ depositing  public  moneys.— For  expenses 
of  depositing  money  received  from  the  disposal  of 
public  lands  (June  4,  1897;  R.  S.,  p.  713,  sec.  8617; 

Pub.  No.  2,  p.  fe) 

Dnfredations  on  public  timber^  protecting  DuNic 
lands  and  settlement  of  claims  for  swamp  lands^ 
and  swamp-land  indemnity. — To  meet  the  expenses 
of  protecting  timber  on  the  public  lands  and  for 
the  more  eflacient  execution  of  the  law  and  rules 
relating  to  the  cutting  thereof;  of  protecting  pub- 
lic lands  from  illegal  and  fraudulent  entry  or 
appropriation,  and  of  adjusting  claims  for  swamp 
Iands,and  Indemnity  for  swamp  lands  (June  I, 
1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25):  Provided,  That  agents  and 
oUiers  emploved  under  this  appropriation  shall  be 
selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  al- 
lowed per  diems,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  prescribe,  in  lieu  of  subsistence, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  three  dollars  ($:})  per  day 
each,  and  actual  necessary  expenses  for  transpor- 
tation (June  4, 1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Note.— ThLs  estimate  has  been  carefully  consid- 
ered.   It  is  not  made  simply  in  conformity  with  pre- 


$14,840 


4,000 


3,360 


465,000 


125,000 


2,500 


110,000 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


7,350 


Amount  ap- 
nropriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent flM-Jll 
J 'ear  ending 
une  30, 1806. 


114.840 


7.360 


517, 180 


518.440 


465, 0(X) 


126,000 


2,r;Jf) 


110,000 


485,000 


150,000 


2,fi00 


90,000 
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FEBS  AND  COMMISSIONS. 

Homestead  entries  (original  and  final) $538, 533. 22 

Timber-culture  entries  (original  and  final) 19, 808. 57 

Military  bounty  land  warraqts 110. 00 

Agricultural  college  scrip 4. 00 

State  selections 5, 777. 00 

Railroad  selections _ 19,850.25 

Donation  claims 55.00 

Wagon-road  selections 1, 010. 00 

Final  commissions  on  Indian  lands 535. 06 

Preemption  and  other  filing 31,632.00 

Reducmg  testimony  to  writing,  etc 61, 654. 45 

$678,469.65 

Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  public  land 1, 596, 380. 74 

Total  receipts  from  disposal  of  Indian  land 438,716.31 

Total  receipts  from  timber  depredations.. 33,613.97 

Total  receipts  from  sales  of  Government  property 8, 525. 45 

Total  receipts  for  furnishing  transcripts  of  records  and  plats.  Gen- 
eral Land  Office 10,694.81 

Total  cash  receipts 2,087,931.28 

The  total  cash  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1896,  were 
$2,106,361.67,  showing  a  decrease  in  receipts  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1897,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  118,430.39. 

The  total  expenses  of  district  land  offices  for  salaries  and  commis- 
sions of  registers  and  receivers,  incidental  expenses,  and  expenses  of 
depositing  public  moneys  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897, 
was  $604,736.93,  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1896,  $25,541.74. 


ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 


25d 


statement,  by  offices  and  States,  of  the  disposal  of  Indian  lands  during  the  fiscal 

year  ended  June  30, 1897. 


state  and  office. 


Alabama: 

Huntsville. 


CHSROKEE  SCHOOL.. 


KIJLMATH  INDIAN  REBEBYE. 

Calif  oraia: 

Humboldt ^ 


Colorado: 

Qlenwood  Springs. 

Ounnison 

Montrose 


UTE. 


Total. 


OSAGE  TRUST  AND  DIMINISHED  RESERYK. 


DodRoCity 
Topeka 


Total 

KANSAS  TRUST  AND  DIMINISHED  RESERVE. 


Topeka 


08A0E  CEDED. 


Topeka. 


Kansas: 
Topeka. 


NEW  YORK. 


Minnesota: 
Crookston 
Duluth.... 
St.  Cloud.. 


CHIPPEWA. 


Total. 


Nebraska: 
Lincoln 


Nebraska: 
O'NelU. 


OTOE  AND  mSSOURI. 


PONCA. 


Nebraska: 
O'Neill. 


OMAHA. 


South  Dakota: 
Chamberlain 

Huron 

Pierre 

)idCity... 
jrtown.- 


sioux. 


Total. 


Entries. 


6 


6 


»1 
18 
9A 


205 


Itt 
i 


23 


897 
17 


414 


34 


10 

1 

1 
•> 

M 
1 


15 


Acres. 


280.48 


561.41 


7,185.87 
1,072.33 
8,224.90 


16,483.19 


1,537.23 
270.96 


1,808.21 


160.00 


Amount. 


$360.61 


1.408.53 


13,326.60 
4,506.42 
7,677.58 


25.410.60 


2,019.27 
362.78 

2.jy72.05 


163.72 


63.182.18 
2,400.00 


219.86 


1».01 


491. 16 


360,633.38 

7.656.00 

350.63 


65,582.18 


388,649.01 


328.06 


80.00 


22.60 

(160.00) 

(48.0(h 

(312.61) 

40.00 


62.66 


31,177.11 


2,825.47 


13,313.32 


1.577.28 

200.00 

150.  Of) 

156.31 

340.00 


2, 33;}.  59 


RECAPITUIiATION. 


Alabama 

California 

Colorado 

Kansas 

Minnesota 

Nebraska 

South  Dakota 

Total.... 


280.48 
561.41 

16,483.19 
2,m.93 

66,582.18 

am.  i« 

62.  («J 


$350.61 

1.403.53 

25.410.«i9 

3,252.98 

308,649.01 

37,315.{W) 

2.333.59 


85,509.91   438.710.31 
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nent  shoimng  by  fiscal  years  the  amount  of  money  received  for  pvblic  lands 
,  and  fees  and  commissions  collected  on  public  lands  disposed  of^  otherteise 
I  for  cash,  from  July  1,  IS84,  to  June  30,  J897;  also  the  aggregate  receipts 
n  sales  and  fees  and  commissions  during  said  period. 


Fiscal  year. 


Total  cash 
sales. 


[Total  amount. 
I      fees  and 
I  commissions. 


Total  re- 
ceipts from 
dispcsal  of 
public  ]ands. 


16.223. 
5,757, 
9,246, 

11,303, 
8,018, 
6,349, 
4,160. 
3,322. 
3,198. 
1.663, 
1.116. 
1,053. 
917. 


926.74 
891.06 
321.33 
<I71.96 
254.50 
174.24 
099.07 
865.01 
280.64 
f«0.71 
090.07 
9(>j.50 
911. 19 


$1.4G2. 
1.654. 
1.537, 
1.498, 
1,251. 
1,121, 

9i4, 
1,064, 

908, 
1.021, 

7m, 

793, 

678, 


188.06  ' 

876.25 

6(J0.39 

000.05 

971.23 

69tt  07 

938.65 

81)5.28 

181.  ao 

205.08 
710.59 
557.82 
469.55 


$7.08G, 
7,412. 
10,7s3, 
12,701, 
9,2:0, 
7,470, 
5. 1%. 
4.  .387, 

4,m, 

2.074, 
l,8(i«, 
1,847. 
1,596, 


114.80 
;«7.3J 
J)21.72 
072.00 
226.  ?3 
870.31 
087.72 
670.27 
465.29 
285  79 
800.60 
4(13.41 
38U.74 


aent  showing  the  total  amounts  accrued  and  paid  to  each  of  the  folloimvg- 
led  States  on  account  of  the  grants  of  2,  3^  and  5 per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds 
\e  sales  of  public  lands,  lying  u^'fhin  their  respective  limits,  up  to  June  30, 
',  during  the  fiscal  year  1896,  and  the  aggregate  amounts  up  to  and  including 
e  SO,  1896, 


State. 


la. 

las 

io. 


w 


kna... 
ftn... 
tota  . 
ippi. 
n... 
la... 
ika.. 


Dakota. 


Dakota. 


leton 
sin  .. 
ingr... 


otal. 


To  June  30, 
1895. 


SI. 


1; 

1. 


1, 
1, 


067, 
265, 
308. 

111. 
23, 
187. 
040, 
633. 
093, 
437, 
.560, 
401, 
060, 

ojn. 

54. 
505, 

11, 
21, 

999. 

225, 

ao, 


760.57 
080.89 
920.14 
883.18 
:«'8.06 
908.89 
255. 2C) 
(i38. 10 
779.08 
719.07 
798.99 
582.83 
.544.62 
168.53 
411.78 
092.  (H 
254.77 
728.31 
a53.01 
016.55 
687.56 


111,510.85 

574,890.06 

17,26il.76 


11, 777, 212. 9t) 


During  fiscal 
year  1896. 


$239.63 
320. 62 

1.697.23 
162.  JW 

2,501.40 


123.96 
112.45 
509.40 

3.562.98 
246.47 
.597.94 

6, 777.  .58 
980.43 


1.227.12 


l.:i82.43 
1,368.33 
99»J.ll 
1,538.25 
8(J.07 
1,525.12 


25, 950.  .50 


Total  amount 
up  to  June 
30,  1896. 


$1,068, 

265, 

305, 

112, 

25, 

l.lt'^ 

1,040, 

6;}3. 

1,093, 

437, 

567, 

4a->, 

1,060. 

1,031, 

61. 

506, 

11, 
22; 

099. 

228, 
32, 

113, 

574. 
IS. 


000.20 
381. 51 
617.37 
Okl  10 
879.  .52 
908.89 
255. :» 
638.10 
90')  04 
831.52 
308  39 
145. 81 
791.09 
766.47 
189.36 
072  47 
254.77 
955.43 
353.01 
998.98 
055.80 
990.11 
049.10 
976. 13 
794.88 


11,803. 1G3. 46 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  tliefijscal  year  ending  Jtm 

30, 1899,  by  the  General  Land  Office. 


Detailed  objects  of  expdnditare,  and  explanations. 


BAL.ARIE8. 

For  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qoneral  Liand  Office 
(R.8.,p.  7e,8ec.  440;  Feb.  19, 1897) 

Assistant  Commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  sign  snch 
letters,  papers,  and  documents,  and  to  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  directed  by  tne  Com- 
missioner, and  shall  act  as  Commissioner  in  the 
absence  of  that  officer  or  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  Commissioner  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Chief  clerk  (R.  S.,p.  74,  sec.  440:  Feb.  19, 1897) 

Two  law  clerks,  at  $2,200  each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Three  inspectors  of  surveyors-general  and  district 

land  offices,  at  82,0il0each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Recorder  (R.  8.,  p.  76,  sec.  447;  Feb.  19. 1897) 

Ton  chiefs  of  divisions,  at  $2,000  each  (Feb.  19, 1897).. 

Two  law  examiners,  at  $2,000  each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Ten  principal  examiners  of  land  claims  and  contests, 

at  $2,000 each  (Feb.  19,1897) 

Thirty  clerks  of  class  4  (reduction  of  1),  (Feb.  19, 

1897;  Pub.  No.  80.  p.  33) 

Fiftv-six  clerks  of  class  3  (reduction  of  1),  (Feb.  19, 

18d7;  Pub.  No.  80,  p.  33) 

Fifty-nine  clerks,  class  2  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No.  80, 

p.33)  

Bixtv-one  clerks,  class  1  (Feb.  19, 1887;  Pub.  No.  80, 

p.33) .  

Forty  nine  clerks,  at  $1,000  each  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub. 

No. 80,  p.33) 


Fifty-five  copyists,  at  $900  each  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub. 
No.  80,  p.  3:1) 

Two  messengers,  at  9^^  each  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No. 
80,  p.33) 

Eight  assistant  messengers,  at  $720  each  (reduction 
of  1),  (Feb.  19, 1897;  Pub.  No.  80,  p.  33) 

One  packer,  at  $720  (reduction  of  5),  (Feb.  19,1897; 
Pub.  No.  80,  p.  33) 

Eighteen  laborers,  at  $tMX)  each  (Increase  of  6),  (Feb. 
19,1897;  Pub.  No.  80,  p.33) 

One  depositary,  acting  for  the  Commissioner  as  re- 
ceiver of  puDlic  moneys,  and  also  as  confidential 
secretary,  to  he  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  (submitted)* 


Note.— Tlie  6  additional  laborers  estimated  for 
herein  at  |ii60  each  arc  in  lieu  of  1  assistant  mes- 
senger and  .'>  packers  at  8720  each,  heretofore  ap- 
propriated for. 

EXPENSES  OF  INSPECTORS. 

For  per  diem  in  lieu  of  subsistence  of  inspectors  and 
of  clerks  detailed  to  investigate  fraudulent  land  en- 
tries, trespasses  on  the  puDlic  lands,  and  cases  of 
official  misconduct;  also  of  clerks  detailed  to  ex- 
amine the  books  of  and  assist  in  opening  new  land 
offices,  while  traveling  on  duty,  at  a  rate  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  tne  Interior,  not  exceeding  $3 
per  dav,  and  for  actual  necessary  expenses  of  trans- 
portation, and  for  employment  of  stenographers 
and  other  assistants  when  necessary  to  the  efficient 
conduct  of  examination,  and  when  authorized  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  (Feb. 
19,1897) 


LIBRARY. 


For  law  books  for  the  law  library  of  the  General 
Land  Office  (Feb.  19,1897) 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


$5,000 


3,500 
2,250 
4,400 

6,000 

2,<V)0 

20,000 

4,000 

80,000 

54,000 

89,600 

82,600 

73,200 

49.000 

49,500 

1,680 

5,780 

720 

11,880 

2,500 


Total  amoant 
to  be  appro- 

priHted  under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


7.000 


400 


Amoant  an- 
prapriitea 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J 'ear  ending 
nne^D.l^«!L 


15,000 


3.  SOB 
ISO 
4.IW 

i.m 

axoD 

i,m 

90,000 

&,m 

T3.3M) 
4$M 
49.300 
1.8B0 
6.4i« 
4.330 
7.8B) 


$487,590 


7,000  ' 


400 


7,000 


«1D 


*This  estimate  is  submitted  in  lieu  of  the  above  recommended  reduction  of  the  office  foroe 
by  3  clerks— one  of  class  4  and  one  of  class  3,  heretofore  acting  as  receiving  clerk  and  clerk  to  the 
Commissioner,  respectively. 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30, 1899,  by  the  General  Land  Office — Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


MAPS  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE& 

For  connected  and  separate  United  States  and  other 
maiM  prepared  in  the  Qeneral  Land  Office:  Pro- 
vided. That  one-half  of  said  United  Stat^  maps 
shall  oe  delivered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  one-fourth  to  the  United  Btates  Senate  for  dis- 
tribution (Feb.  19, 1897) 


INSPECTINO  MINES  IN  THE  TEBRITORIES. 

For  salaries  of  two  mine  inspectors  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  Mar.  3, 1891  (20  Btat.  L.,  1104),  for 
the  protection  of  the  lives  of  miners  in  the  Terri- 
tories, at  93,000  per  annum  each  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

For  per  diem,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe,  in 
lieu  of  subsistence,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding:  13  per 
day  each,  while  absent  from  their  homes  on  duty, 
and  for  actual  necessary  traveling  expenses  of  said 
inspectors  (Feb  19,1897) 


Total. 


COI^UBCTINO  THE  REVENUE  FROM  SALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS. 

Salaries  and  commissions  of  registers  and  receivers.— 
For  salaries  and  commissions  of  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  district  land  offices,  at  not  exceeding 
$3,000  per  annum  each  (R.  S.,  pp.  392,398;  sees.  2237, 

2238,2240) 

Note.— The  estimate  submitted  for  compensation 
of  the  registers  and  receivers  is  based  upon  the  sal- 
aries earned  and  fees  and  commissions  collected  and 
covered  into  the  Treasury  by  them  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30. 1897.  The  accompanying  de- 
tailed exhibit  (marked  .A)  shows  the  earnings, 
amount  paid  registers  and  receivers,  and  net  reve- 
nue to  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  ao.  1897. 

Contitigent  expenses,  land  offices.— For  clerk  hire, 
rent,  and  other  incidental  expenses  of  the  district 

land  offices  r  June  4, 1897) 

Note.— The  foregoing  estimate  includes  the  sal- 
aries of  clerks,  office  rent,  registration  fees,  and  a 
variety  of  other  incidental  expenses  pertaining  to 
the  running  of  the  local  land  offlcen,  such  as  binding 

Elats,  rebinding  old  and  dilapidated  plat  books  worn 
J  constant  handling  and  use,  the  purchase  of  fur- 
niture, safes,  tvpewriters,  etc.  The  amount  esti- 
mated is  |25.()00  less  than  the  current  appropriation, 
such  reduction  being  prox>o8ed  as  temporary  and  in 
the  interest  of  public  economy,  noiwitnstMiding  re- 
quests from  many  local  offices  for  increased  facili- 
ties of  room,  furniture,  clerical  assistance,  etc. 
Expenses  of  depositing  public  moneys. — For  expenses 
of  depositing  money  received  from  the  disposal  of 

?ublic  lands  (June  4,  1897;  R.  S.,  p.  713,  sec.  3617; 
ub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Depredations  on  public  timber,  protecting  public 
lands  and  settlement  of  claims  for  stcamp  lands, 
and  swamphland  indemnity.— To  meet  the  expenses 
of  protecting  timber  on  the  public  lands  and  for 
the  more  eflocient  execution  of  the  law  and  rules 
relating  to  the  cutting  thereof;  of  protecting  pub- 
lic lands  from  illegal  and  fraudulent  entry  or 
appropriation,  and  of  adjusting  claims  for  swamp 
lands,  and  indemnity  for  swamp  lands  (June  I, 
1M7;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25):  Provided,  That  agents  and 
others  employed  under  this  appropriation  shall  be 
selected  by  tne  Secretary  of  the  interior  and  al- 
lowed per  diems,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  prescribe,  in  lieu  of  subsistence, 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  three  dollars  {%i)  per  day 
each,  and  actual  necessary  expenses  for  transpor- 
tation (June  4, 1807;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Note.— This  estimate  has  been  carefully  consid- 
ered.   It  is  not  made  simply  in  conformity  with  pre- 


$14,840 


4.000 


3,350 


406,000 


125,000 


2,500 


110,  ono 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


$14,840 


7,350 


517. 180 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J  ear  ending 
une  30, 1806. 


114,840 


7.350 


518.440 


466,000 


126,000 


2.njo 


110,000 


485,000 


150,000 


2,500 


90,000 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  thefisecU  ffear  ending  Jwk 

SO,  1899,  by  the  General  Land  OJ^— Continiied. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


COLLECTING  THE  REVENUE  FROM  BALES  OF  PUBLIC 

LANDS— continued . 

Tions  usage,  but  is  baFed  on  the  actual  needs  of  the 
service.  In  recent  years  the  amount  appropriated 
hasj>een  exhausted  in  meeting  current  presang  exi- 
gencies months  before  ^he  expiration  of  the  year, 
leaving  an  anfortunate  nterim  wherein  all  investi- 
gations nto,  and  prosecutions  of  fraudulent  entries, 
were  necessarily  dropped,  while  wholesale  depreda- 
tions on  pablic  timber  were  perpetrated  without 
restraint.  It  is  confidently  believed  the  sum  esti- 
mated for  is  the  very  least  that  can  adequately  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  service,  and  that  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  amount  to  be  thus  applied  would  not  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  good  or  of  economy,  but 
decidedly  the  reverse. 

Protection  and  adminiatration  of  forett  reaerves.— 
To  meet  the  expenses  of  executing  the  provisional 
of  the   sundry  civil  act  approved   June  4,  1897 
(Pub.  Xo.  2, pp.  28 and 29),  for  tne  care  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  forest  reserves,  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  forest  inspectoi's  and  assistants,  and  for  the 
employment  of  foresters  and  other  emergency 
help  in  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of 
forest  fires,  and  for  advertising:  dead  and  matured 
trees  for  sale  within  such  reservations:  Provided^ 
That  forestry  agents  and  supervisors  and  other 
persons  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior for  duty  under  this  appropriation  shall  be 
allowed  per  diem,  subject  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  prescribe,  in  lieu  of  subsistence 
at  a  rate  not  exceeding  $3  per  day  each,  and  actual 
necessary  expenses  for  transjxirtation  (submitted) 
Note.— In  the  administration  of  forest  reserves, 
created  under  section  24  of  theactof  Mar.  3,  1891.  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  required,  by  provisions 
in  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4, 1897,  "to 
^tablish  such  service  as  will  insure  the  objects  of 
such  reservation,''  to  appoint  competent  persons  to 
make  examination  and  personal  inspection  or  the 
lands  embraced  in  such  reserves,  to  ascertain  the 
tracts  therein  which  are  *' better  adapted  for  min- 
ing:  or  for  agriculture  purposes  than  for  forest 
usage  in  order  that  such  tracts  may  be  restored  to 
the  public  domain,''  to  appoint  experts  to  defdenate 
and  appraise "'  so  much  of  the  dead,  matured,  or  large 
growth  of  trees  found  upon  such  forest  reservations 
as  may  be  compatible  with  the  utilization  of  the 
forests  thereon,^'  and  to  advertise  and  sell  such  tim- 
ber and  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  supervise  the 
cutting  and  removid  of  such  timber. 

SxpenwM  of  hearings  in  land  entries.— For  expenses 
of  heariuf?s  held  by  order  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  determine  whether 
alleged  fraudulent  entries  are  of  that  character  or 
have  ))een  made  in  (Compliance  with  law  (June  4, 

1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  p.  25) 

Note.— The  foregoing  estimate  is  to  defray  the 
expense  of  hearings  ordered  by  the  (^Commissioner 
of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office  in  cases  of  alleged  fraud- 
ulent or  11  legal  entries.  These  entries  are  suspended 
upon  the  reports  of  investigations  made  by  special 
affents;  hearings  are  then  ordered  to  be  held,  and 
all  parties  in  interestnotifled  thereof.  The  exi)enses 
to  be  borne  by  the  United  States  are  those  of  its 
own  witnesses  and  the  taking  of  testimony  to  estab- 
lish the  fraudulent  or  illegafcharacter  of  the  entry. 
The  reduced  expenditure  from  this  appropriation 
for  the  fiscal  year  1897  affords  reasonable  expecta- 
tion that  one-half  the  amount  heretofore  appropri- 
ated may  be  made  to  suffice  for  the  next  flBcal  year, 
and  the  estimate  has  been  accordingly  so  reduced. 
Reproducing  nlata  of  surveys^  General  Land  Office.— 
To  enable  tne  Commissioner  of  the  (General  Land 
Office  to  continue  to  reproduce  worn  and  defaced 


ai^nt  whil:h;'^<^*"»^'»*i  AmounttD- 

^rill  be  re-  ^  to  be  appro- 1  propriated 

Quired  for     prlated  under!  for  the  air 

each  detailed    ^*^^  head  of  j    rent  fiscal 

object  of  ex-      »PPPopria-   i  year  eotaa 


$170,000 


3,(100 


$170,000 


3,000 


$6.0(» 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  tJie  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

SOj  1899,  by  the  General  Land  Office — Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditore,  and  explanations. 


ooL.t.Ecnyo  the  revknve  trom  8Ax.b8  of  public 

liAimB— continued. 

official  plats  of  surveys  on  file  and  other  plats  con- 
stitntixicr  a  part  of  the  records  of  said  office,  and  to 
fumisli  local  land  offices  with  the  same  (June  4; 
Pub.  No.  2,  p.  26) 

Classification  of  certain  mineral  landa  in  Montana 
and  Idaho.— For  compensation  of  the  twelve  com- 
missioners appointed  under  the  act  of  Feb.  28, 1895 
(28  Stat..  L.  683),  to  examine  and  classify  certain 
lands  within  the  land-grant  and  indemnity  land- 
erant  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Co., 
m  the  States  of  Montana  and  Idaho,  with  special 
reference  to  the  mineral  or  nonmineral  character 
of  such  lands:  Provided^  That  said  commissioners 
shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  |10  a  day  each  while 
actually  engaged  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties;  which  amount  shall  include  their  trans- 
portation and  subsistence  expenses,  and  that  the 
total  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  to  each 
commissioner  annually  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the 
sum  of  |2,S00:  Provided^  Said  commissioners  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate:  Provided.  That 
not  more  than  two  members  of  each  board  shall 
belong  to  the  same  political  party  (June  4, 1897) 

For  publication  of  the  monthly  reports  filed  by 
said  commissioners  in  the  office  of  the  reenter  and 
receiver  of  the  Bozeman,  Helena,  and  Missoula 
land  districts,  iu  the  State  of  Montana,  and  the 
Cceur  d'Alene  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Idaho; 
and  for  the  expenses  pertaining  to  hearings 
ordered  by  and  conducted  before  said  registers 
and  receivers  (June  4, 1897) 

For  pajnment  of  stenographers  employed  by  said 
commissioners  when  authorized  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  L<and  Office,  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  testimony  to  writing  m  cases  where  it 
is  found  necessary  to  examine  witnesses  in  order 
to  establish  the  character  of  lands  examined  by 
said  commissioners  (June  4,1897) 

Examination  of  desert  lands.— To  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  examine  the  desert  lands 
selected  by  the  States  under  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion 4  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Aug.  18, 1894 
(28  Stat.  L.,  422)  (submitted) 


NOTK.— Section  4  of  the  act  referred  to  provides 
"That  to  aid  the  public  land  States  in  the  reclama- 
tion of  the  desert  lands  therein,  and  the  settlement, 
cultivation,  and  sale  thereof  in  small  tracts  to  actual 
settlers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the 
approval  of  the  President,  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  empowered,  upon  proper  application  of  the 
State,  to  contract  and  agree,  from  time  to  time,  with 
each  of  the  States  in  which  there  may  be  situated 
desert  lands  as  defined  by  the  act  entitled  *An  act 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  desert  land  in  certain 
States  and  Territories,'  approved  Mar.  3, 1877,  and 
the  act  amendatory  thereof,  approved  Mar.  8, 1891, 
binding  the  United  States  to  donate,  grant,  and  pat- 
ent to  the  State,  free  of  cost  for  survey  or  price  of 
such  desert  lands,  not  exceeding  l,rx)().000  acres  in 
each  State,  as  the  State  may  cause  to  be  irrigated, 
reclaimed,  occupied,"  under  certain  conditions. 
The  appropriation  of  91.000  contained  in  said  section 
4  of  the  act  referred  to  is  no  longer  available  for  the 
purpose  of  making  such  examinations,  said  appro- 
priation being  available  only  for  the  fiscal  years  of 
1895. 189o,  and  1897.  It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of 
$5^(00  herein  submitted  will  be  necessary  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  lands  that  may  be  selected  by  the 
States  during  the  current  and  ensuing  fiscal  year  of 

Total 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


12,500 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


S2.500 


ao,ono 


10,000 


1,000 


8,000 


Amount  ap- 
nroprlated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J  ear  ending 
une  ao,  1898. 


$5,000 


41.000 


8,000 


92^.000 


80,000 


10,000 


1,000 


779, 500 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  loccU  land  offices j  etc. — Continued. 

NORTH  PLATTE,  NEBR. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  ori^nmal  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  land  at  pnblio  auction 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

calture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 
Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2801,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  en  tries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing ^ 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver.... 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  dei>oeiting  public  moneys 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


1 
7 
2 


10 

108 
156 

149 


418 


Acres. 


80.00 

19.06 

[816.73] 


00.06 

14,965.86 

[23,682.76] 

[23,886.19] 


15,054.91 


XJommis- 
sions. 


$623.80 
1,021.82 


1,645.21 


$955.00 


506.00 
490.67 


2,041.67 


Amount 


$100.00 

41.75 

304.66 


536.41 

1,578 
1,021.3^ 


596. 
490. 


4.SS3. 


O'NEILL,  NEBR. 


3,742.    ^«i? 
318     ^r^ 
4-    10 


4,064. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 
Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

1 
18 

3 

19 
1 

160,00 
528.85 

9.44 

[1,980.24] 

$900.  Of) 

1,820.31 

Excess  iiayments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

IS.  90 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes. . . 

2, 581 73 

ComDetitlve  bid 

1.00 

Total  ^'fwh  sales 

42 

75 
36 

180 

398 

606.20 

0,015.20 

[5,388.97] 

[26,794.53] 
58,142.87 

4,672.77 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries. «..-...., 

$252.90 
141.20 

$06aoo 

912.90 

Final  homestead  entries 

141.20 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

720.00 
8,755.00 

720.00 

Original  homestead  entries,Ponca  Indian 
Reservation 

1.4'i5.15 
52.06 

5,210.15 

Final  commissions  on  commuted  cash 
^iitrie<s  P'^nca  land^                . .  , , .  

52.96 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 
Soldiers'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

1 
6 

80.00 

2.00 

12.00 

1,177.46 

2.00 
12.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

1.177.46 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

733 

fi8.836.3() 

1,908.21 

6,826.46 

12,901.44 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  reg- 
ister and  receiver ... 

4,808.36 

Incidental  expenses                             -r-- 

........ 

2,246.28 

ExDense  of  deDositinsr  Dubllc  moneys 

15.30 

Total 

7.160.34 

Cash  sales,  Ponca  Indian  lands: 

Pnldic  auction 

9 

16 

9 

300.00 

[2,118.73] 
19.06 

212.86 

Commuted  homesteads 

2,508.41 

Excesses 

14.30 

Total 

34 

328.06 

2,8S5.47 

Cash  Ba1e<fi  ^Tuaha  Indian  landn    

1 

80.00 

13,313.38 

ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 


269 


ates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  tJie  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1899,  by  the  General  Ixind  OJ^cc— Continued. 


Bd  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


[■8,  orncBS  OF  8VRvetor8K1ENBRa.Ii— con- 
tinned. 

;hly  aoqnalnted  witli  the  English  and  Span- 
niagee  is  necessarv.  An  index  of  the  Spanish 
)8  is  much  needed,  as  they  are  now  without 
irreflrnlarly  arranged,  and  It  is  almost  imixM- 
flna  documents  desired. 


veyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897). 
rks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


u— The  estimate  of  $8,000  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
as  neceasarr  for  the  prompt  and  proper  trans- 
of  the  public  business  and  tor  bringing  up 
I  of  work.  There  are  outstanding  contracra 
y  awarded  aggregating  f31,600,  and  a  oonsid- 
portion  of  the  office  work  pertaining  to  the 
s  under  said  contracts  must  necessarily  be 
ned  during  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  (1809).  A 
pportionment  from  the  surveying  appropria- 
'  1898  has  been  made  to  Idaho,  and  all  platting 
inscribing  of  surveys  under  this  apportion- 
hich  maybe  returned  prior  to  or  during  the 
ear  of  1899  should,  in  justice  to  the  deputies 
settlers,  be  promptly  attended  to.  The  com- 
of  the  large  index  map  or  working  diagram 
gr  all  surveys  heretofore  made,  and  the  in- 
of  field  notes,  are  works  of  great  importance 
ould  be  completed  as  soon  as  practicable, 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  sec.  2$)95,  U.  S. 
3  to  furnishing  local  land  officer  with  descrip- 
ts  and  quality  of  soil,  etc.,  has  never  been 
id  by  this  office.  The  need  of  this  informa- 
x>mes  more  and  more  imperative  as  the  State 
r  rapidly  settled,  and  the  local  officer  should 
tiled  with  this  data  as  soon  as  practicable. 

>na* 

veyor-General  (Feb.  19,1897) 

rks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


L— The  estimate  of  $7,000  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
as  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of 
dUc  business,  for  contmuing  the  exhibit  of 
land  claims,  preparation  of  patent  plats  in 
te  for  the  located  confirmed  private  land 
for  5,689  claims;  reprotraction  or  reproduc- 
37  township  maps;  examinations  and  ro- 
is  to  prepare  connrmed  private  land  claims 
vey  and  location,  preparation  of  certificates 
tion  for  845  private  land  claims,  and  indexing 
t,  and  copvinff  field  notes  for  preservation,  a 
lumber  of  wnich  have  become  so  torn  and 
iefaced  on  account  of  constant  use  as  to  be 
illegible,  and  if  not  soon  recorded  will  be- 
aeloss. 


3ta: 

veyor-general  (Fob.  19, 1897) . 

•ks  in  us  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


.—The  estimate  of  $2,000  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
is  necessary  for  the  prompt  and  proper  trans- 
)f  the  current  busings  of  this  office  and  to 
p  arrears  of  work. 


a: 


ireyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1867) . 
ks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) . 


—The  antimate  of  $11,000  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
fcs  necessary  for  the  prompt  and  proper  trans- 
)f  the  current  business  of  this  office.  The 
jnxnent  to  Montana  from  the  surveying  ap- 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


$2,000 
8,000 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro 
priated  under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


$10,000 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J  ear  ending 
une  ao,  1898. 


$10,000 


1,800 
7,000 


1,800 
S.OOt) 


2,000 
ll,O0f» 


8,800 


a,«x) 


13,000 


8,800 


3.800 


13,000 
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Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  mrvice  of  theJUeal  year  ending  June 

30,  1S09,  by  the  General  Land  O^Soe— Gdntinaed. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure,  and  explanations. 


SALARIES,  ornCES  OF  BURVEYOBS-OENKRALr-OOn- 

tinned. 

proprlation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  |42,000,  and 
the  greater  portion  of  the  office  worlc  under  this 
larpo  apportionment  muHt  neocHsarily  bepertormed 
during  the  fiscal  year  1890.  In  view  of  this  largo 
apportionment  for  surveys  and  a  large  arrearage  of 
work  to  be  brought  up,  an  appropriation  of  at  least 
$11,000  is  required. 

Nevada: 

Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19.  ll»7) 

Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19,  IMW) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $1,500  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  necessary  for  the  prompt  and  proper  trans- 
action of  the  current  business  oi  this  office  and  for 
arranging  and  indexing  the  old  records  of  the  office. 
New  Mexico: 


Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897)., 
Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897). 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $10,000  for  clerk  hire  is 
submitted  as  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction 
of  the  c  )rrent  office  work  i)ertaining  to  the  survey 
of  the  public  lands,  for  daily  correspondence  and 
miscellaneous  business  of  the  office,  for  the  largelv 
increa<fied  work  on  account  of  the  survey  of  small 
holding  claims  under  the  provisions  of  sections  16 
and  17  of  the  act  of  Mar.  3, 1891,  amended  Feb.  21, 1893, 
and  for  the  large  amount  of  work  connected  with 
the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  and  the  survey  of 
private  land  claims  confirmed  by  said  court. 

North  Dakota: 

Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19.1807) 

Clerks  in  bis  office  (Febi  19, 1897) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $s>,500  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  necessary  for  the  prompt  and  proper 
transaction  of  the  current  business  of  this  office. 


Oregon: 

Survevor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897). 
Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1807) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  fp^SO  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  necessary  for  the  prompt  transaction  of 
the  current  work  pertaining  to  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands  and  the  misct»lIaneous  business  of  the 
offiix*.  An  increased  apportionment  has  been  made 
to  Oregon  from  tlio  surveying  appropriation  for  the 
current  fiscal  year,  and  tne  greater  jwrtion  of  the 
oftit'e  work  ujxm  surveys  made  under  said  apptor- 
ti<>nm<Mit  must  he  |)erformod  during  the  ensuing 
ytsnr  y  l>tH».  There  are  nearly  2lX>  townshiiw  in  Ore- 
i^m  transcripts  of  the  field  notes  of  whirh  have  not 
NH»n  furnished  the  General  Land  Office,  and  the 
al»M»nce  of  these  notes  f  mm  our  files  is  a  source  of 
mui*h  in«>invenience  and  delay  in  the  transaction  of 
pnliiic  business,  Th»*se  transcripts  should  bo  fur- 
nisheil  as  soon  as  practicable. 

South  Dakota: 

Sur%  evor-general  'FeK  19. 1:^'> 

Clerks  in  hisoflice  ^FeU  19.  K>5>:^ 


Note.— The  e«(timateof  $rv(W  ^a  ryxluoti^^n  of  $?,(tiO 
below  the  current  appn'pr:atiou>  U  r  olork  hire  is 
stibmitted  as  mnvssarv  for  the  prv>i>»r  tr»n?«a*'tion 
i«f  the  cnrr»»nt  work  ol^  the  otti^v  and  to  l»rmtf  up 
arivars  of  work,  ixni>ijitiii»r  oJ  the  iuxloxiiv«r.  li. inc. 
and  aiinotatini;  Icttors,  foul  not***.  pUts^  and  o:hor 
r^xx^rds.  rv9$ti.^ing  r^xvrvls  which  have  Wxxhixo  :a^Kxi 


Esthnated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


$1,800 
1.500 


Total  amount  Amoantii^ 

to  be  appro-  i  nropriftted 

priated  under  lorthecor- 


cach  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


reotfisral 
vear 
Jime 


endiiw 


2,000 
10.000 


2,000 
5,500 


2,000 
2S0 


I. 


13,300 


$l.» 


12,000 


12,090 


7,500 


i,{ 


»,2G0 


9.S0 


2.«W  I 

s.aw 


7,000 


9.a» 
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JBstimatea  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  tJie  fiscal  year  endiiig  June 

30, 1899,  by  the  Oeneral  Land  Office — Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  ezpenditnre,  and  explanations. 


BALABIXS,  OFFICB8  OF  SURVETOBS-OENERALr-COn* 

tinned. 

and  indistinct,  completion  of  a  new  contract  and  in- 
dex diagram,  and  preparation  of  a  connected  map  of 
the  sorveys  in  the  State,  none  haying  been  prepM^ 
hitherto. 


Utah: 

Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897) . . 
Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $8,000  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  nece^e'iary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  the 
work  of  this  office  and  to  bring  up  arrears  of  work. 
There  are  outstanding  contracts  aggregating  a  lia- 
bility of  $37,000,  upon  which  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  office  work  has  been  performed,  and  the  sur- 
veyor-general estimates  a  large  arrearage  at  the 
cloee  <n  the  current  fiscal  year  (1898).  Tne  appor- 
tionment to  Utah  from  the  surveying  appropriation 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $90,000,  and  the  office 
work  upon  the  greater  part  of  surveys  made  under 
this  apportionment  will  necessarily  be  i>erformed 
during  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  (1899). 

Washington: 

Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $10,500  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  necessary  for  the  prompt  dispatch  of  pub- 
lic buainees  relating  to  surv^s.  This  amount  is 
asked  for  by  the  surveyor-general,  and  in  view  of 
the  constantly  increasing  work  in  this  office  and  the 
very  large  apportionments  made  to  this  district  from 
the  surveying  appropriation  ($40,000  for  1897,  $42,000 
for  18B6),  the  amount  named  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  aervioe. 

Wyoming:  • 

Surveyor-general  (Feb.  19, 1897> 

Clerks  in  his  office  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Note.— The  estimate  of  $(5,3(X)  for  clerk  hire  is  sub- 
mitted as  necessary  for  the  proper  ti'ausaction  of  the 
office  work  connected  with  the  public-land  surveys, 
the  miscellaneous  business  of  the  office,  and  to  bring 
up  arrears. 

Total 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
IM)nditure. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES,  OFFICES  OF  SUBVEYOI18- 

GENERAL.. 


chase  of  furniture,  and  other  incidental  expenses 

(submitted) 

Note.— The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  124, 1897, 

created  the  office  of  surveyor-general  of  Alaska  and 

authorissed  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor-general 

for  said  district. 

Arizona.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-general, 
pay  of  mMsenger,  stationery,  fuel,  lights,  oinding 
of  records,  repairs  of  furniture,  purchase  of  file 
case  for  field  notes,  and  other  incidental  expenses 
(Feb.  19, 1897) 

California.— For  pay  of  messenger,  stationerv,  bind- 
ing of  records,  repairs  to  tyi)ewriters,  clocks, etc., 
washing,  rent  of  telephone,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  (Feb.  liM89<) 

Colorado.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-general, 
nay  of  messenger,  stationery,  binding  aiulre^Miir- 
ing  records,  furniture  and  repairs,  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses  (Feb.  19,  1897) 


$S,000 

8,000 


$10,000 


2,000 
10,600 


2,000 

o,aoo 


1,000 


Amount  ap- 
propriated 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J^ear  ending 
une  30, 1896. 


$8,000 


12,600 


8.300 


147,850 


1,01  JO 


1.000 


ijm 


3,ti00 


12,600 


8,aoo 


141.4.5U 


1,000 
1,5(X) 
3,600 


1,000 
1.500 

3,eoo 


272     REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL    LAND    OFFICE. 

EBiimatea  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fisccU  year  ending  Juw 

SO,  1899,  by  the  General  Land  Oj^<5e— Continued. 
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Estimated 
amonnt  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


COMTINOKNT  BXPEN8E8,  OFFICB8  OF  SUBYSTOBS- 

G  BN  ERALr— continued. 

Florida.— For  pav  of  messenger,  stationery,  bind- 
insr  records,  and  other  incidental  expenses  (Feb. 
19,1897). 

Idaho.— VoT  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-eeneral,  jiay 
of  messenger,  stationery,  binding,  pnnting,  fuel, 
lights,  repair  of  furniture,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  (Feb.  19,  1897) 

LouMiana.— For  pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  bind- 
ing records,  furniture,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Minnemta.— For  pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  print- 
ing, binding,  and  other  incidental  expenses  (Feb. 
19,1897) 

Montana.— Far  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-general, 
pay  of  messen^r,  stationery,  binding,  gas,  wash- 
ing, and  other  incidental  expenses  (Feb.  19, 1897). . . 

iVetwdo.— For  rent  of  office  for  survey  or-«eneral,  pay 
of  messenger,  fuel,  books,  stationery,  binding  rec- 
ords, furniture,  and  other  incidental  expenses 
(Feb.  19, 1897) 

New  Mexico.— For  pAY  of  messenger,  drafting  instru- 
ments and  paper,  binding  records,  boolra,  plats, 
etc.,  stationery,  printing,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses (Feb.  19, 1897) 


North  Dakota.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-gen- 
eral, pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  printing,  bind- 
ing, furniture  and  repairs,  and  other  incidentikl 
expenses  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Ore^^on.— For  pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  drafting 
material,  furniture,  washing,  ice,  binding  flela 
notes,  and  other  incidental  expenses  (Feb.  19, 1897) . 

South  Dakota.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-gen- 
eral, pay  of  messenger,  stationerv,  fuel,  binding 
records,  furniture,  and  other  incidental  expenses 
(Feb.  19, 1897) 

Utah.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-general,  pay 
of  messenger,  stationery,  binding,  furniture,  and 
other  incidental  exj^nses  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

Washington.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-gen- 
eral, pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  binding  of 
records,  books,  furniture,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  (Feb.  19, 1897) 

TTyommj/.— For  rent  of  office  for  surveyor-general, 
pay  of  messenger,  stationery,  and  other  incidental 
expenses  (Feb.  19, 1897) 


Total. 


SUKVETINa  PITBLIG  LANDS. 

For  surveys  and  resurveys  of  public  lands,  |3%,000, 
at  rates  not  exceeding  f9  per  linear  mile  for  stand- 
ard and  meander  lines,  $7^f or  townshi]),  and  $5  for 
section  lines,  except  that  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office  may  allow  for  the  survey 
and  resurvey  of  lands  heavily  timbered,  moun- 
tainous, or  covered  with  dense  undergrowth,  rates 
not  exceeding  $18  per  linear  mile  for  standard  and 
meander  lines,  $11  for  township,  and  |7  for  sec- 
tion lines;  and  in  cases  of  exceptional  difficulties 
in  the  surveys,  where  the  work  can  not  be  con- 
tracted for  at  these  rates,  compensation  for  sur- 
veys and  resurveys  may  be  allowed  by  the  said 
Comminsioner  at  rates  not  exceeding  $18  per  linear 
mile  for  standard  and  meander  lines,  $15  for  town- 
ship, and  $12  for  section  lines:  Provi€led,  That  in 
the  States  of  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montauf^ 
Oreffon,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming,  and 
the  Territory  of  Arizona,  there  may  be  allowed 
for  the  survey  and  resurvey  of  lands  heavily  tim- 
bered, mountainous,  or  covered  with  dense  under- 
growth, rates  not  exceeding  $25  per  linear  mile  for 
standard  and  meander  lines.  $S3  for  township,  and 
PO  for  section  lines;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Commiaeioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Officii  when 


$600 

1,500 

1,000 

SOO 

1,S00 

500 

1,000 

1,500 

« 

1.500 

1.500 
1,500 

2,000 
1,201) 


Total  amount  Amount  ap- 
to  bo  appro-     propristed 
priated  under   for  the  cur- 
each  head  of  ,    rent  fiscal 
appropria-    !  yparendiur 
tJon.  June  30, 18ft. 


$500 

1,500 

1,000 

500 

1,500 

500 

1,000 

1,600 
1,500 

1,500 

l,50fJ 

2.00(» 
1.21K) 


22,800 


$S0O 
1,500 

SB 

900 

1.000 

1.500 
1,3© 

2,m 


a.iwo 
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Eatimates  of  appropriations  required  for  th£  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30, 1899,  by  the  General  Land  O^e— Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditnro,  and  explanations. 


SUBVEYINO  PUBLIC  LANDS— continned. 

deemed  expedient,  to  aathorize  fragmentary  snr- 
veys  and  resurveys  at  a  reasonable  compensation 
by  the  day  instead  of  by  the  mile:  Piovided,  That 
the  expenditure  at  per  diem  rates  for  such  frag- 
mentary surveys  and  resurveys  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  $250  in  any  one  case;  and  also  Proxnded. 
That  hereafter  no  public  moneys  shall  be  expended 
for  the  survey  of  any  portion  of  the  public  domain 
embraced  within  any  forest  reserves  of  the  United 
States  except  for  such  surveys  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  designate  the  exterior  boundaries  of  such 
reserves  ana  of  such  lands  within  said  reserves 
as  may  be  embraced  within  railroad  land  grants, 
and  other  claims  initiated  prior  to  the  date  of  the 

Eroclamation  of  reservation,  such  lands  so  em- 
raced  to  be  surveyed  as  heretofore,  under  the 
direction  and  supervision  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office.  And  the  sum  hereby  ap- 
propriated is  made  a  continuing  appropriation, 
and  the  same  shall  be  available  for  the  purposes 
designated  until  the  appropriation  shall  have  oecn 

exhausted  (June  4, 1897;  Pub.  No.  2,  pp.  25, 26) 

And  of  the  sum  hereby  appropriated  tnere  may  be 
expended  such  an  amount  as  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  may  deem  necessary  for 
examination  of  public  surveys  in  the  several  sur- 
veying districts  by  such  competent  surveyors  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  select,  in  order 
to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  work  in  the  field,  and 
to  prevent  payment  for  fraudulent  and  imperfect 
surveys,  and  for  examination  of  surveys  hereto- 
fore made  and  reported  to  be  defective  or  fraud- 
ulent, and  inspecting  mineral  deposits,  coal  fields. 
and  timber  districts,  and  for  making  such  other 
surveys  or  examinations  as  may  be  required  for 
identification  of  lands  for  purposes  of  evidence  in 
any  suit  or  proceeding  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States. 

Note.— Special  attention  is  invited  to  the  proposed 
provision  in  the  foregoing  estimate  for  surveying 
public  lands,  making  the  appropriation  a  continu- 
ing appropriation  and  available  for  use  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  exhausted.  It  frequently  oc- 
curs that  owing  to  unavoidable  causes  surveys  are 
so  long  delayed  that  final  action  thereon  and  upon 
the  accounts  of  the  deputy  surveyors  can  not  be 
taken  until  the  appropriation  has  under  the  law 
lapsed  to  the  Treasury,  thus  necessitating  a  reap- 

f»ropriation  of  the  amount  found  due  for  work  per- 
ormed  and  consequent  long  delays  in  payment, 
greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  surveyors  and  to 
the  service.  Again ,  i  t  has  been  held  by  the  Comptrol  - 
ler  of  the  Treasury  that  when  extensions  of  time  on 
surveying  contracts  are  granted  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  fixed  in  the  contracts  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  such  extensions  are  in  the 
nature  of  new  contracts,  and  that  the  liability  for 
services  nerformed  under  such  extensions  should 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  fls<3al 
year  in  which  such  extensions  are  granted.  Under 
such  circumstances  that  portion  of  the  work  exe- 
cuted under  the  extension  being  deemed  charge- 
able to  a  later  appropriation  than  that  to  which  the 
contract  was  orijg^nally  chargeable,  the  service  loses 
the  benefit  of  just  so  much  of  the  prior  appropria- 
tion, as  the  same  is  not  available  for  new  contracts 
after  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal  year  for  which  the 
approi)riation  was  made.    If  the  surveying  appro- 

E nations  be  made  continuing  appropriations,  de- 
lyed  surveys  may  be  iMdd  for  at  any  time  and  the 
necessity  for  reappropriation  of  amounts  found 
due  to  surveyors  subsequent  to  the  lapsing  of  an 
appropriation,  as  is  now  frequently  the  case,  will 
be  obviated,  and  the  work  performed  under  ex- 
tended contracts  would  still  be  payable  from  the 

6646 18 


Estimated 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


1335,000 


Total  amount 
to  \yQ  appro- 
priated under 
each  head  of 
appropria- 
tion. 


Amount  ap- 
proT)riatea 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J  ear  ending 
uno  30,  im 


$325,000 


$925,000 


274     REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL    LAND    OFFICE. 

Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnm 

30,  1809,  by  the  General  Land  OJ^— Continued. 


Detailed  objects  of  expenditure  and  explanations. 


SUKVKYTNO  PUBLIC  LANDS— Continued. 

appropriation  to  which  such  contracts  were  orig- 
inally made  chargeable,  all  of  which  would  prove  a 
source  of  great  convenience  to  the  General  Land 
Office  and  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  settling  surveying  accounts.  It  is  proper  to 
state  here  that  this  recommendation  is  made  uiran 
the  suggestion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated 
Har.  23.  1895.  The  Comptroller  stated  that  if  the 
suggestion  met  with  the  Commissioner's  approval 
his  office  would  cooperate  with  this  office  m  oring- 
ing  about  such  a  result.  I  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  Comptroller's  suggestion, 
and  trust  that  the  same  may  u&  incorporated  in  the 
appropriation  act.  Attention  is  also  invited  to  the 
clause  in  this  estimate  making  provision  for  frag- 
mentary surveys  and  resurveys  by  the  day  instead 
of  by  the  mile,  the  expenditure  in  any  one  case  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  $2o().  Sec.  ^11,  R.  8. ,  authorizes 
surveys  at  X)er  diem  rates  in  California  and  Oregon, 
and  cases  are  continually  arising  in  other  survey- 
ing districts  where  surveys  of  islands  and  other 
fragmentarv  tracts  are  desired,  and  owing  to  the 
very  limited  amount  of  field  work  required  in  many 
cases  the  legal  rates  per  mile  do  not  cover  the  actual 
cost  of  the  work  to  the  surveyor;  hence  it  is  some- 
times impossible  to  obtain  the  services  of  compe- 
tent surveyors  for  the  work.  I  trust  that  this  pro- 
vision may  be  adopted.  The  amount  of  this  eeti 
mate  is  much  below  that  of  the  surveyors-general 
and  is  believed  to  be  demanded  by  the  public  need 

SURVEYING  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  COLORADO 
NEVADA,  WYOMING,  AND  UTAH,  AND  THE  TERRI 
TORIES  OF  ARIZONA  AND  NEW  MEXICO. 

For  the  survev  of  private  land  claims  in  the  States 
of  Colorado,  ^Nevada,  Wyoming,  and  Utah,  and  ^e 
Territories  of  ArisEonaand  New  Mexico,  confirmed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  en* 
titled  ''An  act  to  establish  a  court  of  private  land 
claims,  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  private 
land  claims  in  certain  States  and  Territories,'' 
approved  Har.  3, 1891,  and  for  the  survey  of  such 

grivate  land  claims  heretofore  confirmed  as  may 
e  deemed  necessary,  said  sum  to  be  also  available 
for  office  work  on  such  surveys  (June  4, 1897;  Pub. 
No.2,p.a6) 


SURVEY,  APPRAISAL,  AND   SALE  OF  ABANDONED 
MILITARY   RESERVATIONS. 

For  necessary  expenses  of  survey,  appraisal,  and 
sale  of  abandoned  military  reservations,  trans- 
ferred to  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  5;  1884»  and  any  law  prior  thereto 
(Juno4,1897;Pub.  No.  2,  p.aB) 


Note.— There  is  a  large  number  of  abandoned 
military  reservations  awaiting  survey,  appraisal, 
and  sale,  and  the  estimate  of  $15,000  now  submitted 
is  for  the  survey,  appraisal,  and  sale  of  these  reser- 
vations. Si^ttlers  upon  these  reservations  are  urg- 
ing an  early  survey  thereof,  and  the  full  sum 
estimated  is  necessary  for  the  service. 

SALARY  OF  CUSTODIAN  OF  RUINS  OF  CASA  GRANDE, 

ARIE. 

To  pay  salary  of  custodian  of  the  ruins  of  Casa 
Qrandc,  near  Florence,  Ariz.  (June  4, 1897;  Pub. 
No.2,  p.  2tt) 


Total. 


EstimAted 
amount  which 
will  be  re- 
quired for 
each  detailed 
object  of  ex- 
penditure. 


Total  amount 
to  be  appro- 
priated ander 
each  head  of 
Appropria- 
tion. 


Amount  ap- 
propmted 
for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal 
J 'ear  eadini? 
uneao,!^. 


$15,000 


15,000 


480 


855,480 


116,000 


$15,000 


15,000 


aooD 


480 


(o) 


355.480 


34fi.(n> 


a  Heretofore  included  in  appropriation  of  $6,000— for  survey  of  abandoned  military  reserva- 
tions-act June  4, 1807. 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  during  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1807 y  at  116 
local  land  offices,  and  public  lands  sold  in  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois, 


[The 


HUNT8VILLE,  ALA. 

in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  acconnted  for  in 

the  original  entries  ] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
Bions. 

Pees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

Bzoees  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture.and  other  en  trim  and  locations . 

1 

107 

3 

40.20 
114.11 

[360.18] 

$50.25 

142.76 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

450.23 

Total  cash  sales .  , 

111 

466 
574 

154.31 

48,423.67 
[66,700.28] 

(vi3.24 

OrliriTUil  hom<¥ite^  c^ntHes-  -r 

$1,210.76 
1,667.73 

$3,380.00 

4.600.7B 

Final  homestead  entries _ 

1,667.73 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinflT . 

561.  :i4 

561.34 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1.151 

48,677.98 

2.878.49 

3.951.:^ 

7.473.07 

Salaries,  fees,  imd  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

4, 459. 70 

Ynnidental  exiienses 

1,737.06 

BxneTiHA  of  dnnnsitinfip  pnbllc  monevR.  __ 

5.05 

Total 

f 

0.201.81 

Cash  sales  of  Cherokee  school  lands 

6 

280.48 

;350.61 

MONTGOMERY,  ALA. 


Excess  pasrments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture.and  other  entries  and  locations . 

124 

52 
3 

184.06 

[6.132.00 

[280.621 

$238.38 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

7,651.00 

Rnm>lemental  pavments. ...........'. 

65.92 

Total  cash  sales 

179 

632 

842 
1 

184.06 

61,843.12 

[80,887.66] 
40.00 

7,955.39 

Orlffinnl  bomeHtAS'^  ATitriflA ^.-    __ 

$1,644.04 
2,248.17 

$4,570.00 

6,114.94 

Final  homestead  entries  , .r,. 

2,248.17 

State selecti"ti«          ,     --  

2.00 
630.74 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testi  mony 
towrltluflT  ^,  -                   ---  

630.74 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1,654 

62,067.20 

3,793.11 

1 

5,211.74  '      16,900.24 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver.. 

5,593.88 

Incidental  exT>enses .               , .     ,  . , 

2,865.58 

Exiiense  of  deDoeiting  public  moneys 

8.10 

Total 

8,467.56 

SITKA,  ALASKA. 


RaIah nf  nilTi«i»a.l  lATids ....-i... 

2 

68.98 

$345.00 

Total  cash  sales 

2 
3 

68.98 

315.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 

$30.00 

30.00 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom . .  -  -  - 

5 

68.96 

30.00 

375.00 
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Statement  of  the  bunness  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Contmned. 

HELENA,  MONT. 

[The  area  in  brackets  Is  not  incladed  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  aoooanted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  land  sabject  to  preemption  entry 

Sales  of  land  at  pnblic  auction 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

Sales  of  coal  lands 

Act  Mar.  8, 1887,  section  4 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

cnltare,and  other  entries  and  locations . 
Original  entries  nnder  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  nnder  the  desert-land  act. . 
Timber-cnltnre  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  8,1891 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  oEush 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  ttmbdr-culture 
laws 

Landa  selected  under  grants  to  railroads 

State  selections 

Lidian  allotments 

Applications  to  purchase  minenil  lands. . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

Preempnon  declaratory  statements 

Soldiers*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


14 

16 

1 

151 

8 

1 

42 

279 
87 

8 

87 


684 

631 
246 

16 
17 
19 
20 
148 
29 

1 

16 
10 


1,786 


Acres. 


1,861.07 
1,U8.86 

40.00 

8,720.55 

210.00 

80.00 

174.88 
44,802.71 
[18,426.95] 

[827.06] 

[5,804.20] 


61,588.67 

96,274.82 

[87,728.15] 

[2,199.45 
2,290.20 
2,880.66 
8,098.89 


156,077.64 


Oommis- 
sions. 


$3,920.46 
1,610.86 


5,581.82 


16,145.00 


64.00 
84.00 
88.00 


1,480.00 
87.00 

10.00 

150.00 

80.00 

8.00 

678.97 


8,614.97 


Amoant. 


LBWISTOWN,  MONT. 


12.787.10 

1.83L17 

Un.00 

17.2BS.50 

4;  800. 00 

200.00 

218.68 
11.075.68 
18,296.17 

408.85 

7,254.7V 


64,194.86 

10,085.46 
1,610.86. 


78,841.15 


6,ooaoo 

4,073.12 


10,073.12 


Sales  of  land  subject  co  preemption  entry. 

7 
5 

4 
2 

4 

88 
88 

8 

23 

1,099.45 
359.96 
889.00 
.80.00 

19.46 
12,797.49 

[5,495.47] 

[480.00] 
[3,629.90] 

fl,2B9.31 

Sales  of  land  at  pubdc  auction 

449.98 

977.  €0 

Sales  of  coal  lands 

800.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

21.32 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

3,190.38 

Final  entries  under  the  desert- Ifuad  act. . 

5,47&47 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
9^  Mar  ^.  \m\ 

OOOlOO 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  28U1,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

4,730.97 

Total  ffliwh  salAs  , 

174 

142 
71 

4 

2 

10 

1 

14,685.47 

22,388.46 

[11,285.32] 

[569.16] 

17,556  88 

Original  homestead  entries 

1808.20 
451.86 

fl,410  00 

2,308.20 

Final  homef^tead  entries. 

451.36 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

16.00 
20.00 
80.00 
10  00 

319.27 

16.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

ax  00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

80  00 

10  00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing ,, 

319.27 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

404 

37.068.98 

1,344.56 

1,805.27 

20,706.76 

SalarleA,  fee",  and  conimlifftions  of  regis- 

ter an<!  receiver  ". 

3.0Ba94 

Tn^dfintal  expenses 

860  48 

Total 

3,441  43 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Continued. 

CAMDEN,  ARK. 


[The  area  in  brackeUt  is  not  included  in  the 

the  ori, 


gate  by  States,  having  been  aoconnted  for  in 
1  entries.  J 


Class  of  entry. 


Bales  of  lands  at  public  auction 

Additional  payments 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash  s^es. 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Scalers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declar- 
atory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

£xi>en6e  of  depositing  public  moneys... 


Total 


Num- 
ber. 


G 
10 

39 

15 

794 

391 

31 

1 


Acres. 


1,297 


330.70 
[1,130.001 

172.66 

[1,854.75] 


Commis- 
sions. 


508.36 

94,016.62 

[46, 188. 79] 

5,281.  Li 


$2,340.41 
1,153.21 


Fees. 


16,440.00 


68.  U) 
2.00 

14.00 

G70.29  i 


Amount. 


DARDANELLE,  ARK. 


$413.38 
400.00 

215.80 

2,655.94 

3,685.18 

8.7B8.41 
1.153  21 

68.00 
2.00 

14.00 

670.29 


99.801.10        3,502.62'      7,194.29  1      14.382.09 


5,390.52 

926.48 

18.75 


0,275.75 


Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

1 

40.00 

$50.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

2 
1 

5.65 

[80.00] 

7.06 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1 

100.00 

1 

Total  cash  sales....... 

4 

141 
121 

45.65 

15,487.90 
[13,659.51] 

1 

157.05 

Orifrinal  horaeRt^ad  entries ...r.. 

$405.25 

$L085.00 

1,490.25 

Pinal  homestead  entries 

367.22 

387.22 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writins 

202.85 

202.86 

1 

Total  of  all  claascs  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

206 

]5,5:».G4 

772.47 

1.287.85 

2,217.37 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

■ 

1,978.20 

Incidental  exjienses 

216  43 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

24.80 

Total 

2,219.43 

304     REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF    GENERAL   LAND    OFFICE. 
Statement  of  ttie  husineaa  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc.— Contmued. 

ALLIANCE,  NEBB. 

[The  oroa  in  brackets  is  not  indaded  in  the  affgregate  by  States,  having?  been  aooonnted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  lands  at  imblic  auction 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 


Total  cash  sales. 


Origrinal  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Lands  entered  under  the  timber-cultnre 
laws 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

Soldiers'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  deix>sitlng  public  moneys... 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


2 
19 
15 


86 

250 
304 

1 

298 

2 


Acres. 


120.00 
50.07 
[2,079.47] 


179.07 

87.686.97 
[47,651.60] 

160.00 

[46,449.45] 


886 


37,926.04 


Commis- 
sions. 


$980.73 
1,191.87 


2.181.10 


Fees. 


$2,400.00 


14.00 

1,172.00 

4.00 

1,475.92 


5,065.SS 


Amount 


$150. 

74. 

2,500. 


2,883. 

8.339. 
1,191. 


0: 
Qii 
37 
37 


10.090.    ^ 


5,8a 
1,33* 

T 


i- 


-  .J.V 


7,081. 'Ji-i 


BBOEENBOW,  NEBR. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

1 
4 

12 

9 

160.00 
225.20 

86.63 

[1.280.00] 

pfXiA 

Sales  ol  land  at  public  auction 

mu) 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture .  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

45.?. 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  raah 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1,600.  Of- 

Total  cash  sales 

26 

121 
69 

122 

421.83 

17,711.84 

[10,478.33] 

[19,065.90] 

2,127.2'." 

Orlffinal  homestead  entries 

$442.76 
261.96 

$1,140.00 

i,.w:. 

2iil  9 

Final  homestead  entries.. 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

488.00 
aS8.07 

488  0 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

868  17 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

338 

18.138.67 

704.72 

1,906.97 

4,838.1*1 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis 
ter  and  receiver 

2,6iM.af 
3lt.\| 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

4.1 

Total 

2,911.: 

ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 
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statement  of  the  bueinesa  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc, — Gontiniied. 

HUMBOLDT,  CAL. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  affflrr^gate  by  States,  having  been  aoooonted  for  in 

the  ori^nuial  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

irees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  at  public  anction 

5 

18 

2 

12 

4 

280.00 

2,506.90 

120.65 

52.66 

[640.00] 

$406.00 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

6,492.25 

Sales  of  mineral  land<i 

365.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
coltare,  and  other  entries  andlocations. 

71.52 

Homest^d  en^es  commuted  to  cash 
under  sectian  2801,  Revised  Statutes. .. 

800.00 

Totr^lcaifhsal^m.. ,. 

41 

100 
62 

2 

5 

10 

6 

24 

8,060.21 

16,097.68 

[7,582.57] 

190.96 

[500.06] 
481.79 

8,123.77 

Original  homestead  entries..., 

$560.16 
284.83 

7.16 

20.74 

1965.00 

1.515.16 

Finial  homestead  entries 

284.33 

Original   homestead    entries   Klamath 
fiaver  Indian  Reservation 

15.00 

22.16 

Final  homestead  entries  Klamath  River 

20.74 

State  selections.. -.... .... 

20.  (JO 
60.00 

240.00 

208.81 

20.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 

eo.oo 

Applications  to~  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

240.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

208.81 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

240 

18.820.64 

872.39 

1,498.81 

10,494.97 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  rw4*lv«*r   

• 

2,663.62 

Incidental  expenses 

406.36 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

25.40 

Total 

2,994.38 

.,, 

Cash  sales  Klamath  River  Indian  Res- 
ervation timber  and  stone  lands 

6 

661.41 

• 

1,403.68 

INDEPENDENCE,  CAL. 


Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

3 
5 

2 
19 
14 

4 

240.00 
89.66 

5.98 
3.360.23 

[2,246.31] 

[6a).  00] 

9000.00 

Sales  of  mineral  lands... 

455.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

0.43 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

842.82 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

2,246.31 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

750.00 

Total  cash  sales 

47 

26 
12 

7 

43 
95 

S 

1 
2 

3,704.87 

8,653.57 
[1,710.41] 

[840.00] 
6,7.54.65 
12,946.34 

4,908.66 

Oriffinal  homestead  entries 

$146.80 
64.15 

$235.00 

381.80 

Final  homestead  entries 

64,15 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

28.00 

86.00 

190.00 

80.00 

10.00 

6.00 

268.43 

28.00 

Lands  selected  under  grrants  to  railroads. 

86.00 

State  selections 

190.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 

80.00 

Applications  to 'purchase   timber  and 
stone  lands 

10.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

6.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

268.43 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

241 

27,069.43 

210.95 

903.43 

6.017.»< 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

1,977.44 

246.88 

Total 

2,224.32 

• 

. 

306     REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OP   GENERAL  CJUii^  ^^ 

Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc. — Gontinned. 

NORTH  PLATTE,  NEBR. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indaded  in  the  a^^gregate  by  States,  having  been  acoonnted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  land  at  pnbUcancUon 

Excess  paymentiB  on  homestead,  timber- 
calture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Homestead  entries  oommnted  to  cash 
nnder  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing ^ 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  de];>OBiting  puMic  moneys. 


Total. 


Num- 
ber. 


1 

7 
o 


10 

108 
156 


Acres. 


80.00 

19.06 

[316.73] 


99.06 

14,965.86 

[23,682.76] 


Xkmimis- 
sions. 


$683.89 
1,021.32 


Fees. 


$965.00 


Amount. 


$100.00 

41.75 

3M.  OB 


536.41 

1.578.80 
l,Qgl.3S 


0'NEH.L,  NEBR. 


Sales  of  landsubject  to  preemption  entry . 
Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

1 

18 

3 

19 
1 

160,00 
628.86 

9.44 

[1,989.24] 

$900.09 

1,900.34 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

18. 7D 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

2.582.73 

Competitive  bid 

1.00 

Total  caifh  sales 

42 

75 
36 

180 

3UB 

698.29 

9,915.20 

[5,338.97] 

[25,794.63] 
68,142.87 

4,632.77 

Oriflrlnal  homestead  entries......... 

$262.90 
141.20 

$860.00 

912.90 

Final  homestead  entries. 

141.20 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws ..... 

720.00 
3,755.00 

730.00 

Original  homestead  entries, Ponca  Indian 
Reservation 

Final  commissions  on  commuted  cash 
entries.  Ponca  lands 

1.455.15 
52.96 

5,210.U 
52.91 

Landsselected  under  grants  to  railroads. 
Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

1 
6 

80.00 

2.00 

12.00 

1.177.46 

2.$r 

12.f 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

1,177. 

« 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

733 

68.836.30 

1.  fine.  21 

6,826.46 

12,901 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  reg- 
ister and  r€K?ei ver .... 

4.8$ 

Incidental  exDenses       .  . .  . . . .  - 

2? 

Exnense  of  deDoeitinir  uublic  moneys 

1 

Total 

7.  J 

Cash  sales,  Ponca  Indian  lands: 

Public  auction 

9 

16 

9 

309.00 
[2,118.73] 
19.06 

CmnmntAd  homesteads 

% 

Excesses 

Total 

34 

828.06 

i 

-     *«*«  1%TldA 

1 

80.00 

] 

ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 
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Statement  of  the  bueineas  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Contdnned. 

•    REDDING,  CAL. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indaded  in  the  acgr^ate  bjr  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

>rigmalen 


theoi 


entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commi^- 
siona 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Bales  of  land  subject  to  preemption 
entry 

1 

1 

5 

81 

4 

80.00 

82.65 

360.00 

1,061.08 

22.42 

$200.00 

Sales  of  land  at  Dublic  auction 

40.81 

R&Ipm  nf  timhpr  And  ntnnA  lAndu  .  _  _    .   ... 

900.00 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

• 

3,727.50 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture.and  other  entries  and  locations 

49.05 

Oriffinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

Tfmber-culturo  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  3, 1891 

1                  40.00 

10.00 

1 
1 

[152.82] 
[36.20] 

191.02 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

90.60 

'           Total  cash  sales 

45 

106 

106 

«J7 

44 

9 

33 

1 

5 

1 

1,616.10 

14,091.50 
[15,894.91] 

10,219.12 
5,234.49 
1,360.00 

5,208.88 

Original  homestead  entries... 

$832.01 
996.67 



$925.00 

1.757.01 

'Final  homestead  entries 

996.67 

I  jands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads . 

134.00 
88.00 

134.00 

State  selections 

88.00 

Indian  allotments 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 
Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

330.00 
3.00 

60.00 
10.00 

456.42 

330.00 

3.00 

Applications  to  purchase   timber  and 
stone  lands 

50.00 

Hineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

10.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

456.42 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

417 

32,521.30 

1,828.68 

1,906.42 

9,033.06 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis 
ter  and  receiver 

4,065.20 

Incidental  expenses 

1,311.20 

£xpense  of  depositinir  public  moneys 

16.10 

Total 

5,382.50 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL. 


Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

4 

14 
35 

3 

1 

390.00 
1,299.58 
1.106.29 

23.26 

[10.00] 

$487.50 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

3.248.96 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

3,955.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

66.86 

Hom^tead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

12.50 

Total  cash  sales 

57 

106 
62 
26 
36 

17 
3 

2,819.13 

14.301.94 

[8,739.37] 
3,092.00 

7,760.30 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries 

$647.19 
381.75 

$960.00 

1.607  19 

Final  homestead  entries 

881.75 

State  selections 

52.00 
360.00 

170.00 
30.00 

070.16 

52.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

360.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

170.00 

MiPAriLl  prntAAt'fli  ArlvAi***^  (^lAimH 

30.00 

Amount  recei  ved  for  reducing  testimony 
towritins 

670,16 

307 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

20,213.07 

1,028.94 

2.242.10 

11,031.40 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

8,460.85 

Incidental  expenses 

47.00 

E^xnense  of  depoeitine  public  moneys  . . . 

14.45 

Total 

3.522.90 

}8    REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  tJ3n«  ■*>- 
StatenKtit  of  the  buHvett  tranaacted  at  toocU  (and  offleet,  etc.— Contiiined. 

CABSON  CITY.  NEV. 


ClMBof  entry. 

'bOT? 

a™ 

Bt™. 

i-^ 

A»™i. 

U 

Wl.gs 

tz.aa>.«i 

15 

! 

4,tWI 

i 

til 

•SS 

He.oo 

i.nTiiiaooi<u.i«iiiiii[it'rgrmnlato  railitMids 

"Is 

».TT 

8,100.00 

;;, ,     ,,.  KKS'Sr^- 

Ami^iiijl  1-'  <  .'iviidtorrBdncliigtMttnioiir 

Tl.t.iI  It  lOI  ciMaesoC  entrfesBDd 
HTn<.iir,t  raoeJTed  tbereCnim 

..HI 

87S,1I0B.86 

iis.se 

«,«».» 

u.mn 

"•"SS 

'! 

,,,S:!J 

[BO.  00] 
[188.73] 

!SS 

?i2&€52S&"S5^ 

ISO 

loe 
la 

i.sm.M 

[800.001 

ffiS 

H.tasoa 

, 

Hn»l  entries  under  the  tlmtier-cnltare 

3H.e6 

«,r 

Amonnt  recelTed  for  reducing  teatlmonj 

Totkl  of  nil  clknwii  ol  entries  ud 
amoant  received  therefrom 

aw 

ai.ni.io 

i,5u.(e 

1,918. 8n 

«.M6.a 

"-S^S 

3,833  ST 
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statement  of  the  husiriess  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  e^c— Continned. 

SUSANVILLE,  CAL. 

^^^^  • 

[The  area  in  brackets  ia  not  included  in  the  a9fn*egate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entrien.  ] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

2 
6 
3 

1 

15 
10 

3 

3 

300.57 

797.96 

96.39 

7.23 
2.118.:» 

[1,557.32] 

[300.00] 
[319.28] 

g38e.07 

SfUeH  of  timber  and  Ptone  landg .^  ,^,^ ,'.' 

1.994.  &() 

{4alPB  of  minf^ral  lands           

335.00 

£xce8s  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

0.08 

Original  entries  under  the  desert- land  act 

55».  00 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

1,657.  :e 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.3, 1891 

250.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Re  vised  Statutes 

399.08 

Total  caAh  sale*?    

43 

82 
59 

1 

4 

162 

2 

6 
1 

8,329.54 

11,740.38 

[8,852.40] 

[40.00] 
440.00 
25,749.81 

5,461.90 

Orlffinal  homf>*»teAd  «^j\fri*^  . 

$472.54 
3i6.73 

$760.  (JO 

1,232.54 

Final  hom<»Rtefi<l  «ntriefl  , .      

340.73 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

4.00 
8.00 

4.00 

State  selections 

8.00 

India?*  ftllnt?nA»it'« 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 
Applications  to  purchase   timber  and 
stone  land? 

........... . 

20.00 

60.00 
10.00 

350.00 

20.00 

60.00 

Kinf^vAl  protastR,  advpran  nlnimA. ... 

10.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writincr ,...- 

am  00 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

360 

41,250.73 

819.27 

1.212.00 

7.493.77 

Salariea,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

8,346.64 

Incidental  expenses 

191.40 

£xi>en8e  of  deipositing  public  moneys 

2.60 

Total 

3.543.64 

VISALIA,  CAL. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

3 
3 
2 
3 

14 

1 

17 

4 

8 

279.80 
2<e,2ft 
120.00 
50107 

41.88 
160.00 
[5,921.15] 

[640.00] 

[480.00] 

$849.75 

Sales  of  land  at  public"  auction .'. . 

252.83 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

300  00 

Act  Sept.  29, 1890 

428  83 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture.and  other  entries  and  locations. 

02  95 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  under  the  desert- J  ana  act.. 

40  00 

12,842.57 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1891 

800.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

{«X).00 

60 

148 

228 

16 
3 

20 
4 
1 

2 

1 

1,307.01 

21,919.23 
[85,154.10] 

[2,240.00] 
321.46 
2,081.97 
637.13 

ir).iM)6.93 

Original  homestead  entries 

$1,410.14 
2,064.34 

$1,400.00 

2  810  14 

Final  homestead  entries 

2,064.34 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

Gt.OO 

6.  GO 

40.00 

6i.00 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

••«••••.•.. 

0.00 

State  selections .T 

40  00 

Indian  allotments 

Auplications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

3.00 

20.00 

3.00 

993.92 

3.00 

Applications  to  purchase   timber  and 
stone  lands 

20.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

3.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

933.92 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

473 

26.216.80 

3.474.48 

2.529.92 

21.911.33 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissisons  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

5.946.33 

Incidental  expenses 

1,346.24 

Total 

7.292.57 

284    REPORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF  GENERAL    LAND   OFFICE. 

Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continiied. 

AKRON,  OOLO, 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  amregate  bjr  States,  having  been  aoccmnied  for  is 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


EzcesB  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 
Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  23ni,  Revised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash  sales 


5 

4 


29.10 
SBO.UO 

[160.00] 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws ...-...--....-•-----..-.••-.---.  ....•- 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys . . . . 


10 

45 

88 

loe 
1 


aoo.io 

6,716.16 
[13.996.83] 

[16,135.87] 


247 


7,025.26 


Total. 


1251.88 
SS3.45 


775.33  i 


Fees. 


$430.00 

40^.00 

3-00 

837.25 


AmoQDt 


?».» 


3X.1: 

tf».00 

«r.8 


l..'S3H.23         2.in»J6 


315 

aosLTi 


DEL  NORTE,  COLO. 


Salesof  mineral  lands 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

culture,and  other  entries  and  locations. 
Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  under  the  desert- land  act. . 
Timljor-culture  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  3, 1801 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash  sales. 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testi- 
mony to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


8 

4 
5 

7 


28 

63 
67 

21 
5 


120.81 

20.73 
417.15 
[1,283.33] 

[390.00] 

[3».00] 


558.60 

8.180.42 

[10,241.48] 

[2,065.02] 


174 


8,748.11 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses  

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys... 


Total. 


|3(U.]3 
383.50 


$515.00 


.W.IIO 
G3i.42 


1M.3 
l.SSXfi 

40X00 

4<ni(B 


2.838.  SS 


50.09 


G87.72  '      1.187.42  1       4.  Hi*: 


2.41ln 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Continaed. 

DENVER,  COLO. 

LThe  area  in  bracketo  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  acoonnted  for  in 

tiie  original  entries.] 


Claw  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commifi- 
.  sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction  ^ 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

2 
26 

2 
92 

4 

32 
19 

7 

2 
12 

280.00 
1,401.73 

160.00 
1,763.19 

860.00 

130.32 
2,934.34 

[1,129.22] 

[^0.00] 
[1,290.60] 

tToaoo 

2,052.17 

400.00 

Salosof  mineral  landn             

6,665.00 

Act  Mar.  8, 1887 

900.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

186.90 

Oriflrinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

734.02 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

1,129,08 

Timber-culture  en  tries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1891 

400.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1,913,20 

Total  pa^b  sales  ..... 

198 

369 
171 

87 

2 

4 

646 

145 

6 

2 

17 

3 

7,0S9.58 

54,689.49 
[25,920.23] 

[15,929.67] 

[320.001 
/         [5J?2.74] 
t           160.00 
102,962.69 

15,080.48 

Original  homestead  entries 

$2,576.18 
1,378.51 

S3, 510. 00 

348.00 
8.00 

6,066.13 

Pinal  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

1,876.51 
348.00 

Lands  entered  with  military  boux)ty  land 
warrants 

8.00 

Lands  entered  with  private-land  scrip. . . 

L ./. 

/ 

1,292.00 

1,450.00 

18.00 

20.00 
170.00 

9.00 

721.63 

1,292.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

1,450.00 

18.00 

20.00 

Mineral  protests,  advpr<?e  clMirifi 

170.00 

Soldiers  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

9.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  ^writing 

721.63 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1.650 

164,841.66 

3.952.04 

7,546.63 

20.579.70 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6,649.47 
2.169  00 

Incidental  expenses,   ..\ 

Total 

7,718.47 

DU 

RANGi 

3,  COLO. 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

12 
45 

1 

5 
5 

1,783.07 
757.25 
171.40 

15.75 

[674.38] 

$4,457.68 
3,727.50 
3,428.00 

19.71 

Sa1p<f  of  miper»l  l^iiflw       

Sales  of  coal  lands .. 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

813.23 

Total  cash  sales 

68 

89 
44 
47 
19 

12 
4 

2,?i7.47 

12.888.72 
[6,697.74] 

12,476.12 

1,808.48 
260  94 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries 

1483.43 
250.94 

$825.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

470.00 
57.00 

120.00 

470.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

67.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  landSr ...   

I9n  n\ 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

40.00              40.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

204.98             204  98 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

283 

15.616.19 

734.37 

1,716.98        14.927.47 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver  

• 

2,875.86 
449.79 

Incidental  expenses 

Exj>en»e  of  deposithig  public  moneys 

9.60 

Total 

8,336.25 

286     REPORT   OP   COMIOSSIONER   OF   GENERAL   I^ND    OFEICE. 

Statement  of  the  business  transaded  at  ioeni  iamd  ojlees,  efc—Ccmtiiiiwd. 

OUEXWOOD  SPBIXGa  o>ix>. 
[Tho  area  in  brackets  is  not  inctnded  in  tke  mggrc^Mtx^  br  Ststcss.  b 


foria 


Class  of  entry.  %^ 


Upr.  -*^-«»  ^*w»«  Ineea.      i  Amount 


Sales  of  minenl  lands 11  49l«^ titt»% 

Excess  payments  on  bomestoad,  timber  •i.i<ifc» 

caltare,andotberentrieaaiidlocatioB»  S  !!  9;        u 

Original  entries  under  the  deaert-laDdftct  *  1-I.i»v:r ^ 

Pinal  entries  under  tbe  dearrt-laBd  art  (  iii  14"  _ S'-i 

Homestead  entries  commated  to  <«sli                                                            *^** 


under  section  3»1,  Rfevised  ;?«ar3T«?*. . .  5  "t». 


Totol  cash  sales X  L«».  13 


118 


UOS 


S.2SL9I 


mc 


Original  homestead  entries «»  r.T&'iS         £5&S  Sonm  -• 

Final  homestead  entries >  .1*;*.^           >«l«*  «*"«-«'  '♦- 

Final  entries  under  tbe  timber  <^iaiv 

laws 5               OtC     1*00             lUB 

State  selectioiis ^.     ^-  :.->         L-.:24».^i     2KL0D  SUffi 

AppUcationstoporrhte*? rii:>^ra^i4-»a5  :^    ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

Applications  to  punrluuw^  c«:«u  ^asa*^ >• . «iy  0^,  -^  «. 

Applications  to  puiv:bftae  usxc^ec  aaC 

stonelands — -     -  — atLQO  SIOO 

Mineral  protests.  adT^eK*  wkza^  ^     ^^^,,  ^^^ 

Preemption  dt*-jaraK«x  *s:;^7*-3i»^«^  *. 15,^^  ^1  yj^ ^ 

Amount  recei  vied  fcjr  rees.'^^ac  -esCim;  ay 

towritiniT nr*  717.9 


Total  c€  al!  c-jajw*  •?€  <«rE-n*t*  snl 


Salarieiv  f««s.  aarf  ,-• mmasform^  rf 

teraad?^f*cv»:'^'r   3.m» 

Incii3<*rta:  *r7vai«<5^ 9».» 


TV«a:     _     llir ♦283.15 

Prr^.TT.Tttva-         *;       *;u:!   - *'^** 

T,ffi>*!C«a^c^.rtW  -               1*1:     188.30 

iwim.-*: t           ??-n     ^ig 

^'^^      ..^            ^        ■'  >      ^i?     - -~    '552 

rim*  »v-«>-:       ~ ^           '*-  ''^  -^ ».ffl5.1S 


•'■kra. 


13.39B.O 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices j  etc, — Continued. 

GUNNISON,  COLO. 

[The  area  In  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aegrogate  by  States,  having  been  acooanted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 
Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  3, 1891 

Homestead  entries  conmiuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  hcnnestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidential  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys... 


Total. 


Cash  sales,  Ute  lands: 

Preemption 

Mineral 

Original  -desert — 

Final  desert 

Coal  lands 


Total. 


Num. 
ber. 


1 

33 

3 

3 

1 

1 


42 

0 

7 

39 

57 

6 

17 


177 


6 
7 
2 
1 
2 


18 


Acres. 


102.01 
707.03 
479.00 

[2S0.00] 

[80.00] 
[40.00] 


1,288.94 

875. 81 

[1,020.31)] 


2,164.75 


561. 13 

71.20 

280.00 

[160.  a)] 

160.00 


Commis 
sions. 


1,072.33 


Fees. 


Amount. 


$32.85 
38.25 


$65.00 


»W,00 

171.00 

60.00 

51.00 

159.97 


n.io 


896.97 


$127.53 

3,185.00 

119.75 

280.00 

100.00 

50.00 

3,862.27 

97.85 
38.25 
390.  Of) 
171.01) 
00.00 
51.00 

159.97 


4, 8-3).  34 


2,070.43 

628.09 

2.20 

2,700.72 


701.43 

375.00 

70.00 

160.00 

3,200.00 

4,506.42 


HUGO,  COLO. 


Sales  of  land  at  Dublic  auction 

1 

2 
6 
1 

39.54 

94 
685!  96 
[318.34] 

$08.86 
2.13 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

Oricrinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

171.49 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

238.75 

Total  cash  sales. 

10 

20 
35 

64 
37 

1 

726.44 

2,979.80 

[5,598.70] 

[10,080.71] 
6,915.12 
120.00 

611.22 

854.11 
267.93 

Oriirinal  homfMftoAd  ATitriAR 

$159.11 
287.93 

$195.00 

Final  bnTn*w*i«fld  Antries.  

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws - - • 

256.  (X) 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

74. 00               74.  m 

State  selections.  ...r.r....  -r..     -     - 

2.00 
383.60 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing - 

383.69 

1 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

167 

9.741.36 



447.04 

■ 

910.  (to          1.868.a5 

SiUaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  i^<»iver 

2, 1?2. 97 

Incidental  expenses 

210.06 

Exnense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

3.60 

Total 

2,387.53 
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Statement  of  the  bunnen  tranmicted  at  local  land  offices^  etc. — CaoitinaedL 

LAMAR,  COLO. 


[The 


in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  segregate  by  States,  having  been  acooonted  forin 

the  original  entriesw  j 


Class  of  entiy.                        ' 

Nnm- 1 
ber. 

^-^    i^SSS!" 

;       Fees. 

1 
1 
1 

Amount 

Excess  paymentB  on  homestead,  timber- 
colt nre,  and  other  entriesaad  locations . 

3 
6 

8 

9 

3.75 
785.81 
[1,644.53] 

[210.00] 

14.68 

Original  entries  under  thedesert-land  act 

1 " 

19Lfi 

1.644.53 

Homestead  entries  commated  to  cash 
nnd<*i*  amrtinn  JSDl,  Ravisad  Statntea. .. 

1          aOOKB 

Total  cash  sales 

19 

38 
3ft 

36 

769.56 

5,^.85 
[5,541. 19] 

[3,991.3;)] 

'       2.110.61 

Oriirinal  homestead  <»ntries 

1^8.40 

$370  00 

S86.0 

Final  homestead  entries 

L08.13 

»im 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

100.00 
166.30 

100.01) 

Amount  reoei  ved  for  reducing  testimony 
towritinflT 

18191 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

119 

6,591.41 

436.53 

636.90 

1 

1 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

1 

1 ^ 

l:3s.so 

Tncidi*ntal  expenses  

S44.M 

Total 

1.9Ba44 

1             1 

( 

LFJ 

LDVllJ 

.E,  COLO. 

. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 
Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

2 

2 

131 

1 

2 

320.00 

240.00 

3,689. 13 

* 

2.29 

[270.00] 

MOO.  00 

OAUD 

Sales  of  mineral  lands  

i5.6as.do 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

is: 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

33?. » 

Total  cash  sales 

128 

42 

21 

116 

4 

2 
25 

4,251.42 

6.342.36 

[3,012.39] 

16.nS.87 

OHffinal  homestead  entries 

S237.86 

$100.00 

63r» 

Final  homestead  entries 

114.00 

114.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands.. 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications   to  purchase  timber  and 

1,160.00 
12.00 

20.00 
280.00 

159.45 

1  loacc 

12.00 

aao3 

1Wf4Tinr«1  TtrrkfAafji    AilvnrsA  flAlmn      

280.06 

Amoun  t  received  for  reducing  testimony 
towritinff. 

I 

19  45 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

339 

10,568.78 

351.86        2,011.45 

19.966.18 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  Wiceiver               .         

3.308.10 

Incidental  exnenses      .     . 

300  7! 

Exnense  of  deDositins  nubile  monevs.... 

15  40 

Total                                          . . .  r  . 

3.n7.2 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  lix^il  land  offices j  etc,  —Continued. 

MONTBOSE,  COLO. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indaded  in  the  a^^gregate  by  States,  having  been  acooanted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


daas  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Pees. 

Amount. 

Sides  of  land  snbject  to  preemption  entry . 

1 

1 

15 

2 

1 
2 

1 

40.00 

40.00 

227.07 

.51 
40.00 
[800.00] 

[78.89] 

$60.00 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

50.00 

Sales  of  mlnerallands 

. 

1.115.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  1  oca tions . 

.69 

Original  entries  under  tho  desert-land  act 

10.00 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act.. 

600.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

98.61 

Total  cash  sales 

23 

44 

14 

16 

34 

2 

153 

347.61 

6,088.38 

[2,238.36] 

1.924  30 

Original  homestead  entries 

$266.13 
84.00 

$430.00 

686.13 

Final  homestead  entries 

84.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands.. 

160.00 

102.00 

20.  fX) 

459.00 

1,283.16 

160.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

102  no 

20  00 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

459  00 

1  283  16 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

286 

6,436.99 

340.13 

2,454.16 

4,718.59 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regris- 
ter  and  receiver 

3,542.75 
772  33 

InHdental  expenifes 

Total 

4,315.(18 

Cash  sales,  Ute  Indian  lands: 

Preemption 

36 

48 
12 

3,777.30 
4,447.69 

[1,743.99] 

4,721.67 
1,111.92 
1.743  99 

Original  entries  under  the  desert.- 
land  act 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land 
act 

Total 

96 

8,234.99 

7  577  58 

PUEBLO 

.  COLO. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry 

1 

4 

6 

332 

1 

27 

69.73 
819.76 
804.47 

............ 

$87.16 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

899  70 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

2,011.18 

21,525.00 

800  00 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

4.527.77 
40.00 

82.60 

583.41 
[l,9;i0.(X)] 

[455.00] 

[SB.  07] 



Sales  of  coal  lands 

Excem  pajrments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations 

103.29 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  a<  t  i          5 

145.60 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act.           l\ 

1,920.00 
568  75 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar  3,189]   .  

3 
9 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  rash 
under  section  2301,  Bevised  Statutes . . . 

1,040.08 

Total  cash  sal^ 

31ks 

372 
12:3 

50 

2 

6(X) 
29 

6 
491 

6,42(i.73 

56,791.57 
[18,612.00] 

[8,960.15] 

[320.00] 

:^».600  76 

Original  homestead  entries 

$2.129.(i5 
(W7.»J 

$3.ril.-i.(!<) 

5.744  65 

Final  homestead  entries 

697  96 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

236.00 

8.00 

6,060.00 

87.00 

60.00 
4,910.00 

706.91 

236  00 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 
warrants., „     .  . 

8  00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands.. 

6. 000. 00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

87.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
st^one  lands      

60.00 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

4.910.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

706.91 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

2,066 

63,218.80 

2,827.61 

15,681.91 

47,110.28 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6,000.00 
4,419.73 

Incidental  expenses 

Total 

10  419  73 

6546 19 
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Statement  of  the  biisiness  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Cantmned 

STERLENQ,  COLO. 

[The  area  in  brackets  ia  not  incladed  in  the  afirfirreate  by  Stat^  having  been  aoooonted  for  in 

the  original  entries.  ] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

1 

6 
5 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

F^es. 

AzDoont 

fUilefl  of  land  at  pnblir*  anntion 

40.00 

4.67 
680.00 

Haaou 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  tlmber- 
cultnre.and  other  entries  and  locations . 

&<e 

Origrtnal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

ini.a» 

Total  cash  sales 

12 

26 
39 

22 

724.67 

3.720.15 
[6,051.23] 

[3,428.17] 

ans 

Orifrinal  homestead  entries.. -- 

$145.50 
293.53 

1235.00 

asiLSD 

Final  homestead  entries -. 

SBlS 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-caltnre 
laws - -- 

88.00 
196.47 

ao 

Amonn  t  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinir.  ....... . 

me 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

99 

4,444.82 

439.08 

519.47 

LSHS 

tialarlee,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter ana  receiver 

LSBlU 

Incidental  expenses 

80I.S 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

19 

Total 

.. 

LbAH 

1 

GAINESVILLE,  PLA. 


2 

37 

191 

21 

81.50 

I 

t 

1806.00 

Sale  of  abandoned  military  reservation, 
Fort  St.  Mark 

IS.  00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations. 

134.66 

[2.418.58] 

168.71 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

3.  ISM 

SuDDlemental  payment -. 

li» 

Total  cash  sales        

251 

764 
786 

4 

2 
2 
2 

216.24 

90,405.40 

[05,766.93] 

[309.12] 
281.29 
165.62 

3.633.« 

Oriirlnal  home^tAad  en trieH .  ^ 

12.267.30 
2,406.01 

16,186.00 

8,45130 

2.«i6.(n 

Final  homestead  entries   

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty- 
land  warrants 

10.00 
4.00 
4.00 

80.00 

912.25 

laou 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 
State  selections 

lOD 

4.09 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing 

ax  DO 

911S 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1,761 

91,158.61 

4,673.31 

7,135.25 

15.448.« 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6.ooaao 

Incidental  exnennes      

3,5ftiOS 

Expouse  of  deTKisitinfir  pnblic  moneVS  - 

1L45 

Total 

9,0OB.4: 

I 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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statement  of  tlve  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Contiuaed. 

BLACKFOOT,  IDAHO. 

[The  area  in  bracketB  is  not  included  in  the  aggreflrate  by  States,  haying  been  aoconnted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cultare,and  other  entries  and  locations. 

106 
44 

6 

11 

112.83 
14,523.84) 

[7.399.80] 

[720.00] 
[1,420.06] 

1141.06 

Original  entries  under  the  desert- land  act 

8,631.02 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act . . 

7,399.80 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
iwt  Mar  a,  iftfii 

900.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

1.775.06 

Total  cash  sales ..... 

201 

438 
191 

13 

43 

1 

30 

14,6:16.69 

63,686.96 

[29,182,90] 

[1,911.25] 
6,814.24 

13,846.98 

6,625.26 
1. 102. 53 

Orlfrinal  homestead  entries....... ....  ,. 

^,390.26 
1.102.53 

$4,135.00 

Pinal  homestead  eTitri««     -           ... 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

52.00 

86.00 

3.00 

90.00 

968.50 

52  00 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Preemption  declarator v  statements 

Amount  receiyed  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinsf -,.-.-.-, 

86.00 

3  00 

90.00 

(MM  M) 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entrie.s  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

917 

85,137.89 

3.492.79  1      5,3W.r)0  '      22,674.22 

Salaries,  f<^Af|,  ai^d  pnmmliwinnfi  of  rAiris- 

b 

ter  and  receiver 

6.969.18 

Tfinidental  expenses  , 

1,253.60 

Eznense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

26.70 



Total 

7,249.48 

BOISE,  IDAHO. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

1 
1 

10 

1 

9 
32 

10 

11 

120.00 

80.00 

13f).86 

1.13 

34.05 
2,695.49 
[1.521.75] 

[1,306.68] 

tiso.oo 

200  00 

Sales  of  mineral  lands  , 

680.00 

Additi<mal i>ayTneTit    --.-.        

1.41 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

42.58 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-Lmd  act 
Final  entries  und<*r  thA  desf^rt-l&nd  act. 

673.88 

1,624.21 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes 

1,632.47 

Total  «ash  «vles                    

76 

180 
70 

5 

101 

12 

1 
3 

3,061.53 

24.065  06 

[10,091.77] 

[360.00] 
15,751.H8 

4,904.55 

Orlffinal  homestead  entries.. 

1902.10 
378.52 

$1,605.00 

2,607.10 

Pinal  ho»n«Rtftad  nntrif^R   

378.62 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

1* ws -  -,   -         -     --- 

20.00 
202.00 
120.00 

10.00 
9.00 

323.82 

20.00 

State  selections 

202.00 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 
Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 

tnrvntt  lAndn             _     .                _    _    .. . 

120.00 

10.00 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testiiuouy 
to  writinff 

9.00 

823.82 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

447 

42,868.27 

1,280.62 

2.289.82 

8,474.99 

Salaries,  fees,  and  conmiissions  of  regis- 
ter and   receiver       .     --^--r- 

3.063.62 

Incidental  expenses      .,  .... 

389.20 

Total 

3,462.72 

32     REl'ORT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF    GENERAL   LAM*  „_^  __ 
Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 

COECB  D'ALENE,  IDAHO. 

^he  BTva  in  brscketa  la  ncn  Included  In  the  ■ccgregote  by  Btatea.  hsTlng  been  Bccoonted  tor  Id 
tbs  orlgiuBl  en  tries.  1 


Clwaot  entry. 

■&- 

ic». 

Commla- 

Blons. 

Fees- 

Ai-ount 

i 

132.10 
(433.00) 

m,. 

21 

69 

m.i4 

[160.00] 

10.00 
TB,B81.0I 

*'-S:!S 

(1.818.00 

Final  entrita  under  tbe  tlmber«nltnre 

t.00 

LandB  entered  with  Slonx  half-breed 

ATOli™tl^'to''pureli«?'ttai'Ser  »ud 

BO.  00 

ao.oo 

KS! 

£81.45 

Amoniit  received  tor  rpdncluB  teatimmr 

ai4S 

'.i]i'..'i'r  '  .'.  '.".'    '"."i';'    reCrom 

•  66 

lOl.ISl.OS 

s.siB.ae 

3.028.45 

'.I36.H 

StSLEY,  IDAHO. 


En*-sr<  jinj  iiiBiilg  on  huiDp-stpru!.  |lllll>P^- 

i 

Bt5.GS 
10.28 

[s;  387;  IS] 

[400.001 

•«-«• 

2,ias.fi(» 

0  riifi  tuLl  nutrlw  nudprthedoBertlntidnct 
Fiiml  .^itrim  under  thn  (i™>rlrlaiid  a.>t. 



s,x!.a 

112 
l.'l 

1.(M.7T 

I.^.HTK.IS 
[7,«67.411 

^:l 

tl.O40.00 

Fii.iil  t'tilne*  under  the  tlmber-valtnre 

is 

!tS£,SS!,",S3£S£S'lES?' 

as.  00 

Total  ot  all  clames  of  entrlea  and 

2M 

Z2.«S.£4 

871.91 

i.i3S-oe 

8,818.06 

S»l«'-i«.  fees,  and  cflinmlMlons  of  regis- 

"■!!!■?! 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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Statement  of  the  biisiness  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 

LEWISTON,  roAHO. 

[Tho  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry  . . . 
Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 
Salos  of  timber  and  stone  lands  . 

1 
3 
4 

26 

1 

3 

160.00 
480.00 
404.47 

27.50 

$480.00 

6(XI.(I0 

1,011.18 

ExceHS  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cuHiire.and  other  en  trfe^*  and  Inr'^^fions 

98.48 

Timber  culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  8, 1891 

[160.00] 

200.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
i;Y-t)dnr  section  V^tJSX^  R^^vised  StAtntAfl. . 

[480.00] 

600.00 

Total  cash  sal  «s .  ., 

38 

rm 
i;j5 

3 
122 

4 
1 

9 

1,072.06 
83,443.67 

2,984.66 

Original  homestead  entries 

t3.'118.66 

$5,420.00 

8,538.56 

Final  homestead  entries 

[19,713.46]           739.27 

739.27 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

[480.00] 

12.00 
244.00 

40.00 

aoo 

27.00 
379.80 

12.00 

State  selections 

18,232.79 

244.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands       .... 

40.00 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

3.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements.. 

27.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
towritim? „ 

379.30 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

907 

102,748.52 

3,a57.83 

6,125.30 

12,967.79 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
t-er  and  receiver 

* 

5,622.74 

Incidental  expenses... 

■*•*••""'■••• 

1,305.80 

Rxpen.se  of  depnmtinflr  public  nnnnyn.   , 

23.70 

Total 

6,052.24 

DES  MOINES,  IOWA. 


Cash  sub«titution      ,,...,    .    . . 

[40.00] 
/      [1,256.70] 
\           225.32 

[40.00] 

[602.  or 

[80.00] 

$50.00 

Act  Mar.  3, 1887 

13 

1 

9 

1 

\ 

3,135.48 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1891 

/ 

50.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes 

1.205.18 

Additional  payment 

100.00 

Total  cash  sales 

24 

12 
19 

5 

225.32 

906.96 
[1,660.44] 

[284.81] 

4,540.66 

Ori^nal  homestead  entries 

$45.14 

77.58 

$75.00 

120.14 

Final  homestead  entries 

77.58 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

20.00 
424.78 

20.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

524.73 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

60 

1,132.27 

122.72 

619,73 

5,283.11 

SAli^riAA|^feAH,  and  <x>mmiwions  of  regis- 

ter and  receiver. -...-. SI 

1,758.27 

Incidental  expenses _ 

716.24 

Expense  of  deposltiiziK  pabllc  moneys.... 

2.00 

Total 

2.476.51 

I 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Gontmned. 

OOLBT,  KAN8. 

[The  area  in  brackets  1b  not  included  in  the  aggreflrate  by  Statea,  bavinfir  been  aoooonied  for  ia 

the  original  entries.  J 


Claas  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Cominis- 
Bions. 

1 

Fees. 

Amoant. 

Salesof  land  subject  to  preemption  entry, 
additional  payment 

1 
6 
2 

1 

.75 
10.63 
[320.00] 
[160.00] 

fLM 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture.  and  other  entries  andlocations. 

- 

119 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  8, 1891 

« 

400.(0 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

aoaoD 

Total  oashsalfw, 

10 

123 

241 

242 

1 

4 

11.38 

17,608.70 

[36,733.86] 

[36,111.10] 
80.43 

614.23 

Orlfriniri  homwitesd  fttitaH^es 

$510.60 
1.0U.21 

11.120.00 

1  63a60 

Final  homestead  entrieii.  ..      ... 

i,o«La 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws r-^^-  -,     -     -   - -      

968.00 
2.00 

8.00 

1,300.42 

KB.® 

T  •ATidn  pelpcted  under  orrantR  to  railroads . 

S.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
f/QYY  st(atem?''t**      .      

100 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
hoxrritinst .................... 

i.ao.i! 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

621 

17,605.51 

1.551.81 

3.407.42 

5.5:3.tf 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 

fAl*  nrifl   l>ttf«Alver                    .      --       -         .. 

4, 851.  ST) 

Incsidental  exnenses. ......  -- 

2.067.90 

Kznenae  of  doTKMitinir  nublic  moneys  - 

.» 

Total    

6.9ae.» 

DODGE  CITY,  KAN8. 


Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  23U1,  Revised  Statutes. .. 

1 
5 

10.08 
[716.40] 

113.9? 

886u3D 

'Pr»4"jil  /*jua'h  ml  AA                       ___......... 

12 

58 
146 

245 

8 

2 

10.06 

8.674.39 
[22,204.81] 

[36, 666. 36] 

90D.47 

rvwitvinai  TirtniAntAAd  entries . ...... 

$308.94 
772.80 

$550.00 

»80.00 
16.00 

4.00 

664.41 

65B.M 

iNnni  lirkmnflt'Afld  entries   ........... 

77tm 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

980.  OO 

Preemption  declamitory  statements 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  decUra- 

16.00 

4.00 

Amount  received  f  or" reducing  testimony 
towrltinsr. ..-.....------ 

6B4.41 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

471 

8.684.47 

1,081.74 

2,214.41 

4.9)6.6 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses. ....- .....--•.•••. ---• 

3.8M.6S 

Expense  of  dojxwitlng  public  moneys.... 
Total 

19 
6.6«).54 

Cash  natt^s,  OuMI©  trust  and  diminished 

16 

1,537.23 

2.(00.9 

rf»w»i*v*» 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Continned. 

TOPEKA,  KAN8. 

[The  area  in  brackets  ia  not  included  in  the  aggre{Fat«  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

2 

1 
1 

3 

79.23 
36.40 
64.25 

[200.00] 

$99.04 
45.50 

Qnapaw  Indian  lands,  act  June  6, 1872. . . 
Act  Mar.  3, 1887,  sections 

160.50 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

250.00 

Total  cash  salA^      

7 

131 
54 

53 

21 

1 

179.88 

13,151.14 
[6,805.85] 

[5,854.05] 

555.04 

Original  homestead  entries....... 

9635.90 
294.08 

$900.00 

1,535.90 
294.03 

FiUfl-l  hom«*t«»d  entaHftff 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

212.00 
42.00 

2.00 

144.60 

212.00 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

42.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors' homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducbig  testimony 
to  writing 

144.60 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

287 

13,331.02 

929.93 

1,300.60 

2.785.57 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commisions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

2.367.12 

Incidental  expenses 

339.28 

Ezi>ense  of  deixMiting  public  moneys 

l.OU 

Total 

2, 707. 40 

Cash  sales,  Indian  lands: 

New  York 

1 

163.72 

491.16 

Osage  ceded 

139.91 

Osage  trust  and  diminished  reserve. . 

7 
2 

270.96 
160.00 

362.78 

Kansas  tru<ft  and  diminished  rew^rvf^ 

249.86 

Total 

10 

594.70 

*■ 

1.23'V71 

WAKEENEY,  KANS. 


Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

4 

1 

7.19 
[160.00] 

$17.06 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 

200.00 

Total  cash  sales 

5 

L39 
187 

314 
849 

1 

7.19 

21,295.38 
[29,349.73] 

[49,518.35] 
55,690.22 

217.08 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries. ...... ........ 

$868.82 
1,201.72 

$1,355.00 

2.218  82 

Final hoine«tead  entri««»      ...      . 

1,201.72 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

1,256.00 
098.  a) 

2.00 

616.10 

1.256.00 

LAnds  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

698.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  Homestead  declara- 
tory statements _ 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

616. 10 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1 

995 

76,992.79 

2,065.54 

3,927.10 

6.209.72 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  re<M^iver ,, 

5,641.75 

Incidental  expenses 

1,1U8.U() 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

4.50 

Total 

6,754.25 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc. — ^Contintied. 

NATCHITOGHES,  LA. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  harins:  been  acooiinted  fc 

the  original  entries.] 

Class  of  entry. 


m 


Excess  payments  on  homes ^ead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  22301,  Revised  Statutes. . 


Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Supplemental  payment  on  railroad  selec- 
tion   

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  foos,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 


Total. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Supplemental  payments  

Excess  pay  mention  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  ca.Hh 
under  section  2901,  Revised  Statutes... 


Total  cash  sales . 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 

warrants 


Lands  entered  with  private  land  scrip. 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads 

State  selections 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commiasionB  of  regis- 
ter ana  receiver 

Incidental  exx>enses 

Total 


261 
21 


282 

ra9 

1,(«9 

9 

1 

2 

3 
19 


2,144 


647.55 
[1,912.89] 


647.55 
79.051.67 

[i:»,r)64.54] 

[1.440.00] 


[132.161 

[160.00] 

636.76 

165.84 

1,906.07 


82,407.89 


$2,141.88 
3,772.24 


5,914.12 


|5,8a5.00 


36.00 
4.00 


6.00 
38.00 

1,087.63 


7,006.63 


3,314.::«^  — * 


7,976 
3,77^.2 


6.  on 

38.  (X7 
l,0b7.63 


16,233.48 


6,000.00 
3,874.a» 


9,874.2B 


GRAYLINQ,  MICH. 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

10 
3 
9 

710.77 

10.79 

[760.11] 

$1,218.79 

Ex»H*ss  i>ayments  on  homestead,  timber 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

13.49 

Hom«'stead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  23iU,  Revised  Statutes... 

030.13 

Total  ca.sh  sales 

22 

64 
39 

721.50 

5.654.29 
[4,177.46 

2.182.41 

Orierinal  homestead  entries 

$144.60 
112.15 

$430.00 

574.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

112.15 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinjr .......... 

141.94 

141.94 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

125 

6. 375.  a') 

256. 75 

571,01 

3,011.10 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

1,442.26 

Incidental  exT>enses  

288.52 

Expenst^  of  <le|K«iting  public  moneys... . 

-.--.-_-___.  ._(.,.... _.. 

6.40 



Total ... 

1.737.18 
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StateTnent  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  officeay  etc. — Coutinned. 

MARQUETTE,  MICH. 

[The  area  in  brackets  ij»  not  Included  in  the  a^flregate  by  States,  bavini?  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

A^t  March  «,  i»fr 

1 
12 

1 

11 
57 

40.00 
734.62 

[160.00J 

45.34 

[5,872.96] 
809.96 
L»7  4flO  45 

S50.00 

1.246.38 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations. 

66.60 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
npder  ne^tinn  2901,  Revised  fltatntefi 

7,?W1.21 

T'^tal  cash  sftlw           ..  ^. .      

8,694.28 

OriirinRl  homest'^ad  entries 

tfik^i  7f'. 

$1,970.00 

2.656.76 

Pinal  homestead  entries    

i.is       [1  a!  270.  ail!      "4«i.78 

481.78 

Lands  entered  with  mihtary  bounty  land 

4    f         [400.00 
*   \             40.  (MJ 
1  i               40.00 

\ 

in  (¥) 

M\  nn 

warrants - _ 

/ 

Lands  entered  with  private  land  scrip. . . 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

I 

1 
1 

:;.oo  (            2  no 

.      2.00 
1,014.13 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing - -...- 

1,014.13 

477 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

28,  .^«0  41 

1.167.54 

2,998.13         12,859.95 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

■ 

3.365.54 

Incidental  expenses 

1,088.90 

Exi)ense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

5.90 

Total 

5.060  34 

CROOKSTON,  MINN. 


Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timlter- 

culture,  and  other  entriesand  locations . 
Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  3, 1891 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

Lands  entered  with  agricultural-college 
scrip 

Lands  entered  with  private-land  scrip. . . 

Original  homesteads,  Chippewa  Reser- 
vation  

Luids  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

State  selections 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

Soldiers*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amrjuut  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Elxpense  of  depositing  public  moneys 


Total 

Cash  sales,  Chiptwwa  Indian  lands. 


2 
t 

27 

1 

8 


45 

614 

im 

10 

1 

8 

645 

11 

1 

6 

4 


1,648 


39? 


46.25 
886.70 

66.66 

[79.97] 
[799.82] 


989.61 

87,398.17 
[43,396.72] 

[1,480.00] 

[80.00 

[^71. 42 

97,986.93 

1,455.62 

139.01 


187,9ti9..'U 


63,182.18 


$2,604.31 
1,543.42 


2,450.18 


6. 587.  HI 


$5, 675.  (JO 


40.  (X) 
4.00 


6,260.00 

22.00 
2.00 

60.00 

8.00 

1,240.68 


1  J,  311. 68 


I65.G3 
2,216.75 

71.91 

100.00 

999.77 


3.454.06 

8,aa0..']l 
1,513.42 

40.00 

4.00 


8,710.18 

22.00 

2.00 

60.00 

8.00 

1,240.08 


2:1,363.66 


6,350.11 

8,  OS.  98 

87.52 

8.430.61 


:i(io.(i;».:)8 
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DULUTH,  MINN. 

[The  area  in  brackets  U  not  incoluded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  aooonnted  for  is 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

culture.and  other  entries  and  locations. 
Homestead  en^es  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes.. . 


Total  cash  sales. 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Original  homesteads  (Chippewa  Reser- 
vation)  , — 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty 
land  warrants 

Lands  entered  with  private  land  scrip. . 

Lands  entered  with  Sioux  half-breed 
scrip  - 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Soldiers^  and  sailors'homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Num- 
ber. 


1 
49 

126 

34 

10 


Acres. 


Contunis- 
sions. 


40.00 

2,867.17 

13,980.81 

209.24 

[977.08] 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  conuqiissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 


Total. 


Sales  of  Chippewa  Indiui  lands. 


220 

^30 
112 


10 

18 

2 
232 


1,087 


17 


17,007.22 

58,730.56 
[14,866.08] 

287.75 

[560.00] 
400.00 
[3.097.95] 
796.75 

184.25 


77,496.53 


2,400.00 


Fees. 


11,598.31 

568.88 

7.20 


2,157.80 


$3,945.00 

20.00 
34.00 


Amount. 

34.1BS.SI 

2GS.U 

1,22L» 

40.91S.13 

5,538121 
55&» 

fr.s) 

3L09 


2.320.00 
18.0l> 

4.0(»  i 

I 

738.58 


ISOO 

40) 


7.ar9.5e  I    m.isLH> 


6,oon."^ 

2,S».i4 


8,».(« 


T,«B6l® 


MARSHALL,  MINN. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 
Sales  of  land  at  nublio  auction 

1 
1 

1 

1 

16 

81.05 
40.  a) 

17.50 

[119.21] 

[1.809.86] 

1101.31 

14a  00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations 

21.98 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  8, 1891    

149.01 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes. . . 

2,478.?? 

TotAl  CAAh  salPH    

20 

94 
103 

44 

138.56 

9.570.13 
[12.137.29] 

[4,427.83] 

3.  WOK 

Orlirinal  homoat**!"!  «ntrie« 

1308.54 
529.17 

$705.00 

1.0115* 

VMnal  honiontead  entries 

^.i: 

Pinal  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws              - - 

178.00 
544.76 

i:iiO» 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinir 

544  7  > 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

261 

9.706.68 

837.71 

1,425.76 

5.13191 

Salaries,  ftHM,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  r»»€»lver  ,.„..,_ 

S,61&3D 

Incidental  expen"e«* 

401,04 

Total 

3,m«  H 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Contdntied. 

ST.  CLOUD,  MINN. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  affgi'cgato  by  States,  having  been  acooonted  for  in 

the  origmal  entries.] 


* 

Class  of  entry.                       ^te™ 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

4 

33 

80 
5 

«        1 
14 

606.66 
3,167.01 

164.96 
960.00 

[160.00] 

[1.287.81] 

$K33.33 
8,004.26 

323.12 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  otherentriesand  locations. 

Act  Mar.  8, 1887,  section  6 

1.200  00 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1891 

200.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2303.  Beytsed  Statutes... 

2,124.02 

Tcital  oiM>h  etdfm      .  .      .    ..... 

87 

766 
263 

24 

4 

2 
327 

1 

1 
4 

[3.788.65] 

7,484.73 
9.545.41 

Orisinal  homestead  cmtrie^. ............. 

92,308.74 
[30.420.80 

[8.064.27] 
[479.82] 

96.96 

51.243.31 

160.00 

$3,120.41 
1.319.57 

$6,425.00 

Final  hom6«rte«d  «TitH««_ ,  . .     

1.319.57 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

96.00 

96.00 

Tjandff  e>nU>T^  with  pri^atA-land  fwn'fp  . . 

Lands  entered  witli  Sioux  half-breed 
scrip 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 
Stfttft«»«]w^'*on" ...   ... 

654.00 
2.00 

10.00 

8.00 

338.57 

654.00 
2.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
"fon^landsi       -                            

10.00 

Soldiers*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

8.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
towritipsf, .                        

338.57 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1.460 

147.602.66 

4.430.98 

7,583.57 

19,468.28 

6alari<w,  f4M¥i,  and  coram  t<M4i'>n8  of  rofd<v 

tf^T  and  receiver 

6.000.00 

fn'^'lAntal  AxpeiuwH.    .     . 

2,186.62 

KxTMiuie  at  depofdtinirijublic  monevff 

16.60 

Total 

8,168.22 

Amount  received  from  sales  of 
Chippewa  Indian  lands „ 

• 

860  68 

JACKSON,  MISS. 


Eixoeas  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

206 
2 

1 

81 

881.66 
20.00 

[35.21] 

[10,603.20] 

• 

$411.88 
81.64 

Additional  pa3rments , 

GraduatioTi  niitry  . 

17  60 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

13,128.98 

Total  cash  ^alAw ...      ..,.., 

290 

1,106 

1,602 

266 

144 

861.66 

111.609.1ft 

[202,058.48] 

42,371.65 

28,027.80 

13,640.00 

11,012.64 
5.090  47 

Orig;inal  homestead  entries.... 

$2,822.54 
5,090.47 

$8,190.00 

Final  homnntAad  nntrlAfi                       ....... 

Tjands  sele^^ted  undf^rgnrants  to  railroads 

532.00 
288.00 

1.651.82 

632.00 

State  selections -T 

288.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing....... ..... 

1,651.82 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

8,806 

177,380.10 

7,913.01 

10.561.82 

32,114.38 

Salarie'i,  feMi,  A.nd  commliwioTUf  of  reffis- 

tPT  and  receiver 

6,000.00 

Incidf^ntal  expewM^, , 

4,236.30 
17.60 

Rziw?*'>A  of  diopoffitinflr  public  monevs 

Total 

10.252.89 
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BOONVILLE^Ma 

[The  are*  in  brackets  te  not  included  in  the  a^fgregate  by  States,  liaVlng  been  acoonnted  for  m 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees.        Amount 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry. . . 

21 
17 

797.55 

90.66 

[382.611 

11S8 

473.31 

Elxcess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnltare,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Homestead  entries  commnted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

SuDDlemental  painnents 

.  ;r         [566.35] 
'  'i     •       3.96 

i 

^        1 

Total  cash  sales 

50 

592 

22B 

892.17 

55.982.38 
[23,191.88] 

1.8S4.3^ 

Oridnal  homestead  entries 

11,399.58 
579.43 

$4,185.00 

5,5Si53 
539.43 

Final  homestead  entries 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
towritinfiT r-..,r -            ..  -  - 

383.61 

3B3.a 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

870 

50,874.55 

1,978.96 

4,568.61 

B,m.% 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Z,¥».9t 

Incidental  expenses 

i 

MliS 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

7.9 

Total 

4,3Sa.9 



IRONTON,  MO. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry 

14 

932.66 

fi.ms 

Supplemental  payments 

13Lfl 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

20 
3 

66.17 
[200.00] 

8174 

Homestead  entrioH  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. .  - 

. 

sax  00 

Total  cash  sales 

37 

439 

HJ3 

2 

998.83 

37,543  51 
[20.573.49] 

i.eaof? 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries . 

$938.41 
514.33 

$2,940.00 

3.878.41 

Final  homestead  entries 

514.33 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinGT. .......  -  ......^ 

4.00 
a>4.74 

4.(J9 

M.U 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

671 

38,542.34 

1,452.74 

3.248.74 

6.331.96 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

V '-: 

• 

0 

2.;wo6 

»a45 
&«) 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys — 



Total 

1 

3,004.11 

• 

i 
1 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  ojfices,  etc, — Continr.ed. 

SPRINGFIELD,  MO. 

[Tbe  area  in  brackets  Is  not  Incladed  in  tho  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  aoconntod  for  in 

the  original  entries] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber, 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  lands  subject  to  private  entry . . . 
Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
en  Itnr^.  and  ot.hnr  i^nti'ieAAnd  lorj^tinnR. 

40 

23 
1 

•     1 

0 

2,000.26 

84.81 
[40.00] 
[40.00] 

[437.40] 

$2,712.83 

106.14 

ArlrliHnriAl  TiRvmATit                ....    .    .    ..       

10.00 

i  Thn.ncm  nP  «Tif,Tv                 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
nnder  section  2^(01 .  Revised  Statnten  -  - 

646.75 

Total  cash  sales ,  . ,  ,  _  _ . 

83 

981 
456 

2 

4 

2,175.07 

102,834.16 
[53,070.91] 

320.00 

8,375.72 

Orieinal  homestead  entries 

13.842.52 
1,514.76 

17,245.00 

10,087.52 

pinAl  homestead  «ntri**s , 

1,5U.76 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 

8.00 

8.00 

596.62 

8.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory stateTn«Titii .       _ -_  -  

8.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to writintr x.-.  ..^.^-..^ 

696.62 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amounts  received  therefrom 

1.538 

105,329.23 

4,857.28 

7,857.63 

15,890.62 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter ana  receiver 

6,000.00 

Incidental  A»p«n«flB 

8.838.14 

Exuense  of  denositinGT  public  moneys 

12.60 

Total 

9,850.74 

BOZEMAN,  MONT. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  private  entry 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lauds 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

Sales  of  coal  lands 

Sales  of  ahiandoned  military  reserva- 
tions (act  Mar.  3. 1887.  sec.  4) 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Original  entries  und^^r  tho  desort-land  act 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act . . 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
ander  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes.  . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  tho  timber-culture 

laws 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

State  sel^tions 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 

stone  lands 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys.. . 


Total. 


52 
23 

2 


94 

166 
90 

8 
19 
72 

8 
86 

2 
1 


541 


80.00 
160.00 

80.  (K) 
267.96 
120.00 

40.00 

23.67 

6,686.78 
[3,872.84] 

[330.00] 


7,468.41 

24,247.02 
[13,661.38] 

[1,120.00] 

2.930.07 

11,353.88 


45,978.38 


$1,783.07 
076. 68 


2,769.75 


$1,565.00 


32.00 

38.00 

144.00 

30.  (K) 
258.00 

20.00 
8.00 

399.17 


2,489.17 


$200.00 

200.00 

300.00 

1,265.00 

2,400.00 

100.00 

58.15 
1,671.70 
3,752.71 

600.00 


10,  at.  56 

3.848.07 
976.68 

82.00 
38.00 

144.00 
30.00 

258.00 

20.00 
8.00 

899.17 


15.696.4.S 


4.892.83 

1,207.28 

9.a5 

6,109  45 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices j  etc. — Gontumed. 

HELENA,  MONT. 


[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  aoooanted  for  ii 

the  original  entries.] 

ClasB  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Oonunis- 
aions. 

Fees. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

14 

16 

1 

151 

3 

1 

42 

279 

87 

3 
37 

1,881.67 

1,118.86 

40.00 

3,780.55 

24a  00 

80.00 

174.88 
44,802.71 

[18.428.05] 

[327.08] 
[5.30L20] 

S.  37.10 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

i,SLi: 

1(0.0 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

i7.ai» 

4^08.0 

Sales  of  coallands. ., 

Act  Mar  ^  1»W,  flftnt^nri  1                     

~'aA(i 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations. 

m.& 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

ll,0?a.« 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act.. 

ia.aMLi7 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  8, 1881 

40K.S 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  du^ 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. .. 

lySLn 

TntAl  r»ftAh  fml^ 

634 

631 
245 

16 
17 
19 
20 
148 
29 

1 
16 
10 

1 

51,538.67 

96.274.32 
[87,728.15] 

[2,199.45 
2,290.20 
2,880.56 
9,UWS.  oB 

64.11181 

10.(».IB 
1,8KIlS 

61.(9 

Original  homestead  entries 

13,090.46 
1,610.86 

16,145.00 

Final  hnrnestfwd  Antrl<w , 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws - 

64.00 
84.00 
38.00 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads 

SL09 

State  selections 

AdH 

Indian  allotments 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

1,480.00 
37.00 

10.00 

150  00 

30.00 

aoo 

67a  97 

l.l«.dD 
(17.(9 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
sione  lands 

W.9 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  clamis 

Preempuon  declaratory  statements 

UOfi 

30.  A' 

Soldiers*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements  

3.(9 

Amount  received  for  reducing  tesl^ony 
to  writing 

57^9? 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1.786 

156,077.64 

6,531.32 

8.614.97 

78.  SUB 

Salaries^  feofi^,  "-nd  ^vm^nilsfllon"  nf  i*AflHiH- 

ter  and  receiver 

6.(ni(9 

rnHdnntal  exi>enses 

iOH^ 

Total 

10.0(3.13 

■ 

* 

LBWISTOWN,  MONT. 


Sales  of  land  subject  zo  preemption  entry . 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

Salesof  mineral  lands 

Sales  of  coal  lands 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Original  entries  under  the  denert-land  act 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act.. 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar. 3. 1891...  

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash  sales. 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws. 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  liuids 

Ifineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Inold«ntal  expenses 


Total. 


7 
5 
4 
2 

4 

88 

38 

3 
23 


174 

142 
71 

4 

2 

10 

1 


404 


1,039.45 
359.98 
380.09 
.80.00 

19.46 
12,797.40 
[5,485.47] 

[480.00] 

[3,629.90] 


14,685.47 

22,383.46 
[11,235.32] 

[559.16] 


37,068.93 


$893.20 
451.36 


1,344.56 


11,410  00 


16.00 
20.00 
30.00 
10  00 

319.^ 


1,806.27 


Ii,9a3i 

977  30 

2LS 

3.19S 
5^133.44 

en<9 

4,J»8f 


17,536  » 

4S19 

10  00 

a».5 


ao.sttfi 


3,(saN 
aso« 


3.Ui«! 


ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 


303 


mient  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 

MILES  CITT,  MONT. 

In  brackets  Is  not  indnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  haTing  been  aooonnted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


CUun  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions 

Fees. 

Amount. 

d  subject  to  preemption  entry . 
nber  and  fftone  lander .  . . .  ^ . . 

1 

1 

7 

28 
12 

1 

80.00 
34.03 

10.20 

4.401.76 

[1,876.16 

[160.00] 

$200.0(1 

87.38 

Tnents  on  homestead,  timber 
md  other  entries  and  locations 

86.66 

1  tries  nnder  the  desert-land  act 

1,122.04 

les  nnder  the  desert-land  a^^t 

1,836.16 

1  entries  commuted  to  cash 
ction  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

200.00 

nf^b  sales 

60 

116 

40 

1 
3 

4,626.80 

17,811.67 
[6,220.28] 

160.83 

3,482.00 

>me<rtAad  entries'-  --, - 

$013.20 
366.63 

$1,130.00 

2,043.20 

Mtead  entries 

366.68 

ired  under  the  timber-culture 

14.00 
0.00 

128.70 

14.00 

ns  to  purchase  coal  lands 

!cei  ved  for  reducing  testimony 

jr ..... .......... - 

0.00 

123.70 

I  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
ount  received  therefrom 

200 

22,507.20 

1,278.73 

1.276.70 

6,087.62 

FH^ff.  and  comTnisfdnn^i  f^t  reiH<f- 

•eoeiver 

1 
1 

2,486.07 

expenses 

510.20 

f  denositinfr  public  monei^ 

2.00 

I 

3,027.27 

MISSOULA,  MONT. 


id  subject  to  preemption  entry . 
nber  and  stone  lands 

20 
0 
0 

12 

40 

3 

1 

13 

2,308.48 
808.36 
320.44 

64.28 
8,284.71 
[600.00] 

[80.00] 

[1.662.48 

$2,008.10 

2,246.00 

ineral  lands 

1,207.60 

rments  on  homestead,  timber- 
snd  oth<^r  entries  and  lof  fttioTiM . 

115.76 

1  tries  under  the  desert-land  act 

2,071.15 

ies  under  the  desert-land  act.. 

600.00 

ilture  entries  commuted  under 
3,1801 

100.00 

i  entries  commuted  to  cash 
ction  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

2,186.04 

1  c'ntsh  sales           , 

107 

1«5 

179 

259 

6 

13 

9 
34 

11,966.27 

26,432.47 

[26,668.91] 

41,108.68 

11,614.46 

2,002.30 

1,230.07 

618.00 

omestead  entries 

$1,247.39 
1,230.07 

$1,746.00 

estead  entries _ 

Ksted  under  grants  to  railroads. 

618.00 
60.00 
36.00 

90.00 
102.00 

508.18 

>n8  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

60.00 

>ns  to  purchase  coal  lands 

36.00 

»n8  to  purchase  timber  and 
ids - 

00.00 

m  declaratory  statements 

eceived  for  reducing  testimony 
ig  -.--.- 

102.00 

608.18 

■*o    -■•"••-----•-------  ---•-.   ...... 

1  of  all  classes  of  ^entries  and 
lount  received  therefrom 

791 

79,507.32 

2,486.46 

3,064.18 

17,166.00 

ees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
receiver 

- 

6,027.00 

;  expenses. ...... .... 

2.867.37 

1 

7,806.27 
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Statement  of  the  busineas  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc. — Contmued. 

ALLIANCE,  NEBB. 

[The  uroa  in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  havinfir  been  acoonnted  for  is 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Gomxnis- 
stons. 

Fee& 

Amomtl 

Salon  of  lands  at  pnbllc  auction 

2 
19 
15 

120.00 
80.07 
[2,079.47] 

nsiiM 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

7i9' 

HomoHtead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

2.90  3: 

Total  cash  salefl ....  ^ 

36 

250 
304 

1 

298 

2 

179.07 

87,666.97 
[47,651.50] 

100.00 

[46,449.45] 

_  * 

2.S3.3r 

OriiHnal  hnnuvttAad  entries . .  ...   .     _  .._ 

|M».73 
1,191.37 

12.400.00 

SLsa^rs 

Final  homestead  entrieb 

LlSLiT 

Lands  entered  nnder  the  timber-culture 
laws --- - 

14.00 

1.172.00 

4.00 

l,47d.9S 

14  0) 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws . --- . 

1,171 9> 

4(l'i 

Soldiern'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements . 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinjr 

u:ise 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

886 

37,920.04 

2,131.10 

5, 086.  SB 

mQ90» 

Salaries,  feea,  and  commissions  of  regis 
ter  and  receiver 

5.HC  \ 

Incidental  expenses 

1   S>i    i 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

7..»i 

1 

Total 



7,W1  -^ 

BROKENBOW,  NEBR. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

1 
4 

12 

9 

160.00 
225.20 

86.63 

[1,280.00] 

1 

CD." 

Sales  ot  1  and  at  public  auction 

j 

2^1'' 

Excess  payments  on  homestoAd,  timljer- 
culturo,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

4»r- 

Homest«'ad  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

i,flno.(t 

Total  cash  sales 

26 

121 
69 

122 

421.83 

17.711.84 
[10,478.33] 

[19,065.90] 

2.i2r* 

Oriffinal  homestead  entries 

8442.76 
261.96 

$1,140.00 

1  5«: 

Final  homestead  entries 

3il& 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws           . --..- . 

488.00 
368.07 

49^.') 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
til  \<7ritinir             ................. 

2»^' 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

838 

18,133.67 

704.72 

1,996.97 

4.S»!' 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis 
t*»r fincl  receiver .. ......... 

2.9K.- 

Ttif'irl«>Titfi.l  exoonses ... ... 

at.  !♦• 

ETTM^nse  of  dooositinir  public  moneys 

^r- 

Total     - 

s,9ii  :•' 

ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 


331 


Exhibit  A. — Statement  thowing  the  total  amount  of  fees  and  commiesione  ecH- 
keted  at  the  several  local  land  offices  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897; 
also  the  net  revenue  arising  therefrom  after  deducting  the  amounts  earned  and 
paid  to  registers  and  receivers  as  compensatioti  for  services  rendered  during  same 
period. 


State  and  office. 


;  Amonntof 
fees  and  com- 
I     miflsions 
from 
allfioaroeB. 


i 


Alabama: 

HontSTille  ... 
Montiromery. 

Alaska: 

Sitka 

Arizona: 

Presoott 

Tncson 

Arkansas: 

Camden 

Dardanelle . . . 

Harrison 

Little  Rock.. 

California: 

Hmnboldt.... 
Independence 
Los  Aneeles.. 
MarysrOle  ... 

Redding 

Sacramento . . 
San  Francisco 

Stockton 

Sasanville 

Visalia 

Colorado: 

Akron 

Del  Norte 

Denver 

Dnrango 

Olenwood 

Q^innison 

uogo 

Lamar 

Leadville 

Montrose 

Pneblo 

Sterling 

Florida: 

OainesTille... 

Idaho: 

Blackfoot 

Boise 

CcBur  d*  Alene 

Hailey 

Lewiston 

Iowa: 

Dee  Moines... 

Kansas: 

Colby 

Dodge  City... 

Topeka 

Wakeeney 

Lonisiana: 

Natchitoches. 
New  Orleans . 

Michigan: 

Qrayling 

Marquette 


I6.82P.83 
9,0U4.86 


30.00 


2,638.38 


10,696.91 
2,060.32 

16,117.72 
6,747.66 


2,871.20 
1,114.38 
8.861.78 
1,8:)7.26 
8,825.10 
8,271.10 
11,161.87 
8.336.88 
2,081.87 
6.004.40 


2,813.66 
1,875.14 

11.490.27 
2,461.36 
2,492.46 
968.07 
1,857.73 
1,062.78 
2,363.31 
2,794.29 

18,600.62 
958.60 


11,808.66 


8,827.29 
3,570.44 
5.246.64 
2.  oOv.  09 
9,963.13 


742.45 


4,960.28 
3,206.16 
2,230.63 
6.092.64 


8,88;).  61 
12,920.75 


828.60 
4,165.67 


Total. 


$16,884.68 
80.00 

6,666.60 


84,«B.61 


43,794.78 


48,646.95 
11,808.66 


29,996  39 
742.45 


16,478.66 

16,804.36 

4,904.36 


Amount  paid 

registers 

and  receivers 

(salaries  and 

commis- 

siona). 


$4,460.70 
6,668.88 


4,262.60 
3,727.94 


6,380.62 
1,978.20 
6,000.00 
8,972.20 


2,668.62 
1,977.44 
6.000.00 
2,332.66 
4,065.20 
8,460.85 
6,000.00 
8,610.98 
8,346.64 
6,946.83 


2,888.66 
2,416.78 
6,649.47 
2,875.86 
8,313.38 
2.070.43 
2,172.97 
1,736.60 
8,302.10 
8,642.76 
6.000.00 
1,6;)6.14 


6,000.00 


5,960.18 
3.063.52 
4,674.38 
2.4(J0.04 
5.6S2.74 


1.758.27 


4.851.60 
0,804.68 
2,367.12 
6,641.75 


2,968.80 
6,000.00 


1.442.26 
3,365  64 


ToUL 


$10,068.66 


6,900.64 


17,280.92 


89,208.67 


87,404.04 
6,000.00 


21,729.86 
1,758.27 


16,666.05 

o,  Wjo.  Ml 

4.807.80 


Deficit. 


$434.06 


1,015.82 


186.60 


Revenne 

to  United 

States. 


$5,781.10 
80.00 


17,841.60 


4,601.21 


11,241.91 

5.808.56 


8,200..'i3 


7,836.66 


186.66 
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Statement  of  the  husinesa  tranaacted  at  lo^ 

SUND' 
[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  Includ'*''' 


"y^  and  commi8sion8  collecteu 
i7ntinned. 


Class  of  entr* 


Bales  of  land  at  pnbUr 
Sales  of  timber  and  * 
Sales  of  coal  lands 
Excess  pajmients 

cnltore.andot* 
Original  entri^  ^^« 

Final  entries  •        g  ^^'^ 
Homestead  '  &^'- 

nnder  see  p^^^ 


Totr 


^- 


Origins' 
Final  1- 
Final 

lav 
Lan 

If 
St- 
A 
I 


n^^^- 


m- 


X'^n  City 

X^^yton 

fjUflCrnces . 

Boswell  .-. 
Santa  Fe.... 

tforth  Dakota: 
^   Bismarck 


peyirsLake. 

Fargo 

Grand  Forks 
Minot 


Oklahoma: 

Alva 

Enid 

Guthrie  ... 
Kingfisher. 

Mangnm 

Oklahoma . 

Perry 

Woodward 


Oregon: 

Bums 

LAgrande  ... 
Lakeview  . . . 
Oregon  City. 
Roseburg.... 
The  Dalles.. 


Sonth  Dakotas 
Aberdeen  ... 
Chamberlain 

Hnron 

Mitchell 

Pierre  

Rapid  City... 
Watertown.. 


Utah: 

Salt  Lake  City 


'  ^imt  paid 

Ud  receivers 
V  /fisalaries  and 
/''      /    commis- 
/      sions). 


6,547.67 

4,701.48 

W.  214. 90 


5,248.90 

144^-20 
3,140.83 

2,555.43 

5,540.64 


7,187.08 
2,701.89 
1,371.26 
3,024.09 
3,686.88 
8,228.67 
2,189.69 
4,551.61 


9,095.75 


8,460.78 
1,531.79 
1,878.83 
2,752.84 


11,751.67 
28,796.73 

9,335.13 
13.341.25 

4,570.96 


8,661.57 
6,423.50 
6,060.88 
8,618.74 
1,399.00 
U,  773. 16 
7,801.85 
6,544.39 


1,861.73 
5.596.89 
1,353.11 
7.426.09 
7,004.99 
7.296.91 


4,126.63 
6,142.49 

4,486.80 
6,551.22 
1,120.01 
5.832.03 
8.482.99 


13,232.31 


$43,373.58 


18,474.33 


23,463.95 


30,641.11 


32,950.91 


9,095.75 


9.624.24 


67,795.74 


66,2^.18 


30.538.72 


36. 742. 17 


13.232.31 


$5,350.11 
6.000.00 
2,616.30 
6.000.00 


6,000.00 


3,409.62 
2.794.06 
6,000.00 


4,892.82 
6.000.00 
3.090.94 
2,485.07 
5.027.90 


5,843.46 
2.604.20 
2,530.56 
8.520.02 
8,742.02 
4,898.36 
2,685.26 
3,585.38 


6,000.00 


2,965.46 
1,947.74 
2,698.80 
2.676.59 


6.000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6.000.00 
2.625.78 


3,883.86 
3,992.90 
5.345.16 
5,408.94 


5,917.89 
4.690.46 
3,218.33 


4,887.24 
1,812.15 
6.000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 


3,522.72 
8,aU.76 
4. 149. 78 
4,770  13 
1,574.96 
4.305.46 
5.534.20 


6,000.00 


Total. 


$19,966.41 


6,000.00 


12,208.68 


21,496.73 


29,409.25 


6.000.00 


10,308.59 


26,626.78 


32,452.54 


26,990.83 


Deficit. 


$684.35 


26,882.01 


6,000.00 


Revenue 

to  United 

States. 


$23,407.1.  T 


12,474.39 


11, 2SI).  27 


9.144.38 


3.541.66 


3,095.75 


41.169.96 


23, 89).  64 


3.548.39 


9.860.16 


7,282.81 
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S^CHIBIT  A. — Statement  showing  the  totcU  amount  of  fees  and  commisaunu  col- 
lected at  the  several  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 


state  and  office. 

Amount  of 

fees  and  com- 

miaaions 

from 

all  sources. 

ToUl. 

Amount  paid 

registers 
and  receivers 
(salaries  and 
commis- 
sions). 

Total. 

Deficit. 

Revenue 

to  United 

States. 

• 

^^ashinarton: 

North  Yakima 

OlTinT>ia 

12,029.51 
8.3fJ0.54 
7.66l.fiO 
9.888.?i 
9,(H7.07 
8,911.78 
4,445.97 

145,275.19 

fi;,601.06 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000  00 
5.918.86 
3,570.38 
3,645.74 

133,731  04 

i 

Seattle 

Vknoon  ver       . , .  - , , 

Walla  Walla 

Waterville 

111,544.15 

'Wiaconisin: 

Aflhland 

3,589.67 
6,740  26 

5,878.08 

8,578.28 
8,944.62 
8,472.30 

>     Ran  Olaire    

1 

Wansaa 

1 
i                                 1 

16,206,01 

10,995.20 
16,TO7.75 

5,212.81 

Wyominff: 

Buffalo 

2,667.70 
4,808.41 
1.511  20 
8,143.93 
1,186.92 
1,700.15 

8,102  08 

12,209.44 

CheTenne 

4.479  44 
1.967.54 

DoQirlas 

E  vanston       

1           3»621.00 
1,666.12 
1.891.62 

Lander  

8nndance 

14,518.81 

Total            .     ,     , 

678,466.68 

466,741.74 

4.681.06 

226.246.00 

Recapitulation,  by  States  and  TenHtories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 
abandoned  military  reservations  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  the 
areas,  and  tfie  amount  received  therefrom,  and  the  expenses  connected  t?iereunth, 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area 
and  amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggre- 
gate.] 


State  or  Terri- 

Sales of  lands  subject  to 
private  entry. 

Sales  of  lands  at  public 
auction. 

Sales  of  land  subject  to 
preemption  entry. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Alabf^m*^    - 

1 

40.20 

3,551.41 

627.91 

1,981.04 

1,841.08 

73.84 

79.23 

1,435.39 

5,110.43 

160.26 

6,060.75 

844.29 

2,579.27 

2,720.72 

92.30 

99.04 

2,465.17 

7,689.29 

ArisBona .  _ 

ICO 
14 
27 
33 
2 
2 
22 
85 

2 

200.40 

$250.60 

Arkii-nff^'f  , 

Oalifomia 

7 
6 
9 

829.37 

742.01 

1,145.50 

1,186.72 

Colorado.  _ 

1 
1 

^».73 

160.00 

887. 16 
480.00 

1,277.52 
1,431.99 

Idaho    

Kanmwi       . .  . 

Michigan 

1 

40.00 

50.00 

If  iififlf^cu^to- 

6 

627.71 

784.64 

Missouri 

84 

1 

3,820.47 
80.00 

4,875.59 
200.00 

Montana 

21 
84 

1,478.84 
1,344.34 

2,281.15 
3,099.70 

43 
4 
2 

20 

5,539.60 
560.00 
290.00 

2,965.72 

7,424.51 

Nebraska 

700.00 

New  Mexico 

150.00 

North  Dakota 

42 
20 
14 

10 
2 

12 
54 

7 

2,146.85 
1,006.28 

845.07 

496.87 
51.00 

626.63 
8,133.39 

280.00 

2,788.67 

8,054.44 

1,076.34 

676.80 

116.00 

968.60 

4,435.57 

360.00 

8,832.10 

Oklahoma 

Oregon. 

1 

130.80 

aJ7.25 

14 
1 

i,96i.27 
160.40 

2,437.21 

South  Dakota 

200.50 

Utah 

Wisconsin 

1 
3 

39.18 
315.  r3 

97.95 
726.74 

24 

8,585.66 

4,966.99 

Wyoming 

Total 

98 

4.666.00 

6,844.69 

502 

20,069.25 

40,283.26 

138 

18,547.67 

24,682.68 
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Recapitulation,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  etc, — Contintied. 

[The  areas  of  commnted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  inclnded  in  the  grand  ac^regitte.] 


State  or  Terri- 

Sales of  timber  and  stone 
lands. 

Sales  of  mineral  lands. 

Original  entries  under 
the  desert-land  act. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount 

0 

Ala^k*^  ,. 

2 

31 

4 

105 

657 

2 

31 

68.98 

1,473.38 

320.00 

4,119.62 

12,223.63 

81.50 

939.36 

$845.00 

6,702.60 

856.00 

13,995.00 

.'13,737.60 

206.00 

3.882.60 

Arizona 

40 

7,608.86 

$1,900.06 

Ar1ran>wfl   , 

California 

Colorado .......... 

82 
22 

9,180.71 
2.987.54 

$22,951.78 
7,468.86 

56 
62 

10,062.19 
8.UB1.38 

2.513.54 

2,008.28 

Florida  - 

Idaho 

9 

133 

13 

616.57 

14,867.51 

1,053.29 

1.541.43 

37,169.04 

2.633.23 

170 

20,100.66 

4,980.40 

Minnesota 

Montrftna 

168 
15 
11 

4,606.04 
431.99 
186.73 

20,822.66 

2,206.00 

966.00 

487 

70,663.45 

19. 140.% 

N^ AyndfV      - 

• 

New  Mexico 

44 

19 

36 

1 

101 

30 

9,230.22 
003.42 

3,961  82 

100.00 

10,837.37 

3,024.23 

2,307.63 

248  fiO 

North  Dakota 

OreflTon 

18 
10 

2 
48 

9 
11 

2,110.32 
1,417.89 
240.00 
5,606.12 
1,040.00 
1,400.00 

5,275.80 
3,544.74 
600.00 
14,240.38 
2,600.00 
3,500.00 

22 

61 

113 

14 

768.42 
1.316.46 
4.156.70 

406.32 

3.570.00 

6,130.00 

18,960.00 

1,607.60 

987.96 

Sontii  Dakota 

Utah 

40.00 

2,709.36 

780.50 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Wyomini?  - 

157 

23.662  61 

6,9iai8 

1.286 

Total 

357 

40,609.95 

101,525.26 

31.198.22 

134,122.50 

1,2U8 

174,201.19 

43,543.17 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Iowa 

I^Hff'WMI 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico... 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota.. 

Utah 

Washin^n... 

Wisoonsm 

Wyoming 


Total. 


Final  entries  under  the 
desert-land  act. 


En- 
tries. 


14 


44 

42 


67 


168 


22 


14 


114 
11 


78 


.564 


Acres. 


[2,834.60] 


[10,284.78] 
[7,697.15] 

[n,'3i8.'97i 


[30,270.42] 


[2,306.01] 


[1.840. 51] 


[16.042.30] 
[1,109.87] 


[13,738.76] 


[97,443.36] 


Amount. 


$2,834.39 


17,206.20 
7,617.42 


11,321.43 


20,950.51 


2,306.01 


1,840.51 


16,040.62 
1,404.35 


13,678.84 


104,209.28 


Homestead  entries  com- 
muted to  cash  under 
section  2301,  Be  vised 
Statutes. 


En- 
tries. 


55 
25 
36 
53 
38 
21 
29 
9 
9 
26 
66 
48 
81 
17 
76 
86 
19 
62 
325 
28 
41 
13 
40 
61 
23 


1,287 


Acres. 


[6,492.18] 
3,608.91 
3,685.41 
6,473.46 
'4,026.72' 
'2.418.58' 
;3,e06.73 
[602.07 
1,076.40' 
2,513.23 
6,633.07 
4,324.02 
[10,508.20' 

[1,090.01 
[11,076.58 
[10,387.00 

[2,568.00' 

[8,206.72' 
[47,345.13 
3.387.96 

,5.654.08 
1,308.71 
'5,280.04' 
,5,004.19 
3,222.87 


[160,381.20] 


Amount. 


$8,101.32 

5,747.25 

4,945.07 

8.823.85 

5,333.66 

8,126.61 

4,507.53 

1,206.18 

1,346.60 

3,232.28 

8,291.34 

6,823.36 

13,128.93 

1,275.01 

14,9^1.77 

13,338.91 

8,211.16 

10,346.84 

72,441.14 

4,236.46 

9,083.40 

1,942.14 

6,748.81 

7,207.13 

4,528.68 


223,891.73 


Excess  on  homestead, 
timber-culture,  and 
other  entries. 


En- 
tries. 


231 

11 

98 
143 

92 
191 

86 


17 

821 
14 
02 

206 
00 
72 
70 
26 

181 
20 
70 
47 
38 

130 
25 
31 


2,273 


Acres. 


288.19 

14.86 

833.86 

617.74 
802.62 
134.66 
250.06 


27.90 
701.24 

50.13 
448.38 
881.58 
241.04 
301.40 
201.00 

67  58 
014.88 

78.78 
846.09 
149.84 

62.21 
no.  98 
108.74 

92.40 


0.496.83 


Amount 


$381.14 
174.14 
417.88 
809  75 
408.51 
168.  n 
438.11 


44.84 
1,019  06 

70.18 
879.  (fi 
411  88 
302.21 
453  52 
278.08 

73  05 
803.88 

98.08 
487.75 
191.00 

06.17 

1,083.30 

268.15 

118  S3 


9,241  <3 
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SecapUtUation,  by  States  and  Territories ,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  6^c.— <Jontiniie£ 

[The  areas  of  commnted  homestoads,  final  homeeteads.  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  In  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.  ] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Timber-culture    entries 
conynuted  under  act 
MaRs,  1891. 

Sales  of  coal  lands. 

Sales  of  town  sites. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

CkJifomia 

14 
8 

10 
1 
3 
3 
7 
6 

[1.960.17] 

1,175.00 

[1,313.00 

r40.00 

12.437.71 

1,468.76 

1.749.60 

60.00 

600.00 

449.01 

1,108,85 

1,061.05 

1 

8.81 

$11.01 

Colorado 

2 

211.40 

$4,228.00 

Idaho 

Iowa. 

Kansas 

[480.00 
380.18 
887.08 
840.83 

Minnesota 

Montana 

6 

440.00 

8,000.00 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

21 

1 

2,530.11 
80.00 

26.601.10 
1.600.00 

North  Dakota.... 

6 
10 
6 
5 
5 
2 

[800.  OOJ 
[1  363.44 

i.  odd.  66 

2.090.17 

1,000.00 

700.14 

700.00 

248.08 

Oklahoma 

South  Dakota 

800.00 
660. 11 
660.00 
198. 42' 

Ut«h 

1 
1 
4 

160.00 

40.00 

440.00 

3,200.00 

800.00 

6,800.00 

2 

444.05 

666  10 

Washington 

WvnniinfF  

1 

40.00 

100  00 

■* 

Total 

85 

[11,317,23]    14,663.21 

36 

3,901.61 

61,120.10 

4 

403.76 

667.20 

State  or  Terri- 

Sales of  abandoned  mili- 
tary reservations. 

Oraduation  act. 

Supplemental  payment. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

3 

10 

1 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Alabama ......... 

[380.62] 
[1,120.00 
[120.00] 

$66.92 

«io.oo 

6 

[397.40] 

$107  73 

California 

150.00 

Florida 

37 

I13BS.00 

1.24 

Idaho    

1 
1 
1 

1.13 
[80.00] 
.75 
[66.70] 
20.00 
r    [696.35] 
I         3.96 
1.40 

1.41 

Iowa .............. 

100.00 

Kansaff , . . , 

.94 

70.87 

Mississippi 

1 

[85.21] 

17.60 

2 

8 
1 

81.64 

Miflsonri 

•"  —  --••-- 

}     407.76 
3.60 

Washington 

• 

# 

Total 

87 

132.00 

7 

[432.61] 

125.33 

28  * 

{t2^^;|7]}  1,283.28 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Homestead  cash  entries. 

Competitive  bids. 

Change  of  entries. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En-       A 
tries.     '^*'*^- 

Amount 

Miflsouri 

1 

[40.00] 

Nebraska 

1 

$1.00 
1.00 

North  Dakota 

10  [1,600,24] 

$2,263.86 

Or«ron -  ...... 

2 

[160.00] 

1.00 

1 

Total 

10 

[1,600  241 

2,263.86 

3 

[160.00] 

3.00 

[40.00] 

t*>' 

1 
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StaUment  of  the 


irwuaeied  at  local  land  offiea^  etc, — Contiimed. 

SASTTA  PE.  X.  XSX. 


m 


InrhMled  in  tbe  assv^egate  \ff  Stetes,  haTJns  been  aoooimted  for  ia 
the  anginal  entries.] 


Sales  of  mineral  lands 

Sales  of  ooal  lands 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

caltnre  jmd  other  en triesand  locati<  »ns. 
Original  entrkas  under  the  desert-land  act 
Pinal  entries  under  the  desert- land  act  . 
Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash, 

onder  eection  2301,  Rerised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash 


Original  homestead  entries. 

Pinal  homestead  entries 

Pinal  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Lands  entered  with  priTste-land  scrip. . . 
Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lanos. . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

lOneral  protests,  adrerse  claims 

Amount  received  for  redoong  testimony 

to  writing 


. 


her. 


9 

2 
5 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 


Total 


IS 
77 

103 

4 

31 

11 


376 


T4.82 

120.  ai 

9.51 

400.00 
[385.50] 

[160.00] 


\ 


aOL33 

17.876.31 
[10.983.70] 

[320.00] 
4,283.03  ' 


22,773.67 


$701.97 
450.18 


Amount. 


$1,145.00 
8.00 


40.00 
102.00 
110.00 

195.69 


1,152.15        l,a0O.69 


$380.  OO 
2,400.00 

12.  S 
100.00 
385.30 

2oaoo 


3,478.  as 

1,846.97 
45ai8 

8.00 


4a  OD 
10S.QO 

iiaoo 

195.  flB 


6,231.16 


2.6?S.9 
1,687.72 


4.3S4.S1 


BISMARCK,  N.  DAK. 


Sales  of  land  su  b  j  ect  to  nreemption  entry . 

3 

31 

5 

400.36 

100.22 

[730.00] 

iaoo.45 

15S.I2 

Excess  iwymeuts  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entriesand  locations . 

Homestead  entrieH  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

900.  OD 

Totjil  cash  sal  e<f  .        - 

89 

605 
149 

174 

1 

8 
21 

500.58 

92,494.78 

[23,232.58] 

[27,223.94] 

80.00 
1,273.81 
2,995.08 

1,6S&S7 
9  774  tt 

Oriflrinsl  homestead  entries. . . - 

$3,919.60 
878.98 

$5,855.00 

Final  homftstfiiwl  entries 

878  91 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws.  .      

096.00 

4.00 
16.  t« 
42.00 

340.14 

6KlOO 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 
warrants ...... - 

4.00 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads . 
State  selections 

16.00 

42.  OU 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  wrltlnfir  _.  ..   ......... 

310.14 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

987 

97.844.20 

4, 798. 53 

6.953.14 

13,404.34 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6,000.00 

Incidental  exnon.Hos 

2.1S.e(^ 

EzDense  of  deiiositing  public  moneys 

1B.S 

Total 

8.143.91 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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statement  of  the  bvsiness  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 

DEVILS  LAKE,  N.  DAK. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  asrgregrate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.  ] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

A:nr):int. 

Sales  of  land  snb  jec t  to  preemption  entry . 

12 
33 

90 

1 
17 

l,904.5«i 
1,770.91 

294.61 

[160.00] 

[2,337.35] 

$2,380.65 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

2.313.64 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations. 

368.70 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
ft/'t  Mftr.  3.  Iftfli        , . .                .  . 

200.00 

Homestead  entrioH  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

2,930.60 

Total  cash  sales. 

153 

1,906 
216 

292 

12 

2 

30 

3,970.06 

297,406.37 
[33,856.01] 

[43,907.31] 

8,lo3.59 

Original bomest"*»Bd  entriee -..,^.  .,  -, 

$7,418.82 
846.61 

$18,715.00 

26. 133. 82 

iWtijlI  homefftead  e^itries 

846.51 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws - - 

1,168.00 

1.168.00 

IridiATI  Al1ntTnATlt.C|                       .       .       

1,280.  (K) 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Smdiers' and  sailors' homestead  declara-  < 
tory  statemf^nts  ,     . . , , .    ..... 

4.00 

60.00 

584.40 

4.00 

60.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

584.40 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amoimt  received  therefrom 

2,611 

302,656.45 

8,265.33 

20,531.40 

36,980.32 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver  , ..... 

6.000.37 

Incidental  expenses -. 

1,133.00 

KxpeniM  nf  dnnnRitinflf  pnblif^  moPAVfif .    _ 

38.55 



Total 

7, 162. 10 

FABQO,  N.  DAK. 


Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

9 

4 

2 

7 

84.30 
/         [164.40] 
\           480.00 

[320.00] 

[969.83] 

161.47 

Act  Mar.  3, 1H«7 

1 

805.60 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mf^r  3J>«1 

/ 

• 

400.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1,326.01 

Competitive  bid 

1.00 

Total  cwh  sales 

22 

378 
236 

256 

1 

514.30 

56,571.76 
[36,804.91] 

[40,067.14] 

2.583.98 

Oriflrlnal  homestead  entries....... .. . 

$2,444.81 
1,529.67 

$3,605.00 

6,049.81 
1.529.67 

Ffnal  homestead  entries  -   .  . 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws - 

1,024.00 

2.00 

729.65 

1,024.00 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing ..- 

• 

?^.66 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

893 

57.086.06 

3,974.48 

5,360.65 

11,919.11 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6.000.00 

Incidental  expenses 

1,277.20 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

14.00 

Total 

7,281.20 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc. — ContiiiQed. 

GRAND  FORKS,  N.  DAK. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  baTing  been  aoooonted  far  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

5 

8 

27 

3 

30 

Acres. 

Commia- 
aions. 

Fees. 

Amoont 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

Sales  of  land  at  pnblicauction 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

680.80 
3:)5.94 

110  66 

[320.00] 

[3.750.54] 

S6Lfl} 

4ll.lt 

ma 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.3,1891    

lODft) 

homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Reyised  Statutes. . . 

4,ms 

Tnfal  canh  sales 

72 

780 
211 

279 

}     » 

4 

1.127.40 

117, 584.  SI 
[31,531.60] 

[41,726.90] 

/           [40.00 
\         [120.00] 

.  640.00 

6,soe.« 

10,417.» 

7B13 

Oriirinal homestead  entries............... 

$2,042.72 

788.73 

r.475.00 

Pinal  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws  

-  -  ---.  - ..... 

1,116.00 
4.00 

i,mti 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 

} 

iU 

Lands  entered  with  Chippewa  half-breed 
Hcrip 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinir - --. 

1,014.80 

1.0110 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1,340 

119,471.91 

3,731.45 

9,000.80 

it.  so.  74 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

6.000.00 

Incidental  expenses 

l.SL» 

Exuense  of  deDositinflr  nubile  moneys.... 

9.SD 

Total 

( 

7.W.W 

......  -...--I 

1 

MINOT,  N   DAK. 


Sal4Mi  of  land  at  pnhlin  ancidon 

1 
1 

24 

19 

3 

40.00 
80.00 

74.54 
9U3.42 

[400.00] 

18160 
1,00Ql(I> 

Sales  of  coal  lands    -. ^-         

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes. . . 

$18^  so 

800.00 

Total  cash  pales            

48 

303 
19 

16 

1 
15 

28 

1,187.96 

46,687.68 

[2.960.64] 

[2,439.76] 
40.00 

— 

2.tfl.«i 

Op{<HnA.l  hrkmnfltPAd  entries.    .- 

$1,191.47 
74.00 

$2,905.00 

4.1ft  17 

Final  homestead  entries  _.  . 

74.00 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
Iji^g                     .  

64.00 

2.00 

30.00 

56.00 

158.49 

04.« 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Soldiers'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
^i»y  statements                                  

too 

aaoo 

SIOD 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinsT .................. 

laff 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

429 

47.915.64 

1.266.47 

3.305  40 

7.(tt.» 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 

2.6&> 

InpiciflTitAl  ftic nAn«tf^A                       ............ 

1»» 

FlTTiAnRA  nf  dATvtttif  1n<r  nilllliG  moildVH.   . 

12.50 

Total                            

lOiS 

1 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Continued. 

ALVA,  OKLA. 


[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  acconnted  for  in 

the  original  entries.  J 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Homestead  entries  oommnted  to  cash 
under  ^wr^t^n  isnx.  RnvifiAd  fltatntAH 

27 

[3,050.54] 

$4,062.30 

Interest ,, ...»^r^ ,.-. 

507.57 

Total  ca«h  sales 

27 

615 

17 

[3,060.54] 
02,886.88 

5, 480.  Oil 

Oriflrinal  homestead  entries 

$2,322.18 

$5,886.00 

34.00 

420.30 

8,207.18 

Solders'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

84.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

420.30 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries,  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

650 

02.886. 88 

2,322.18 

6,330.30 

• 

14.151.63 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  r«<»iv«'"                     

8.888.86 

Tnrddental  exT>en8fls 

1,007.07 

iCYTMime  of  dApositlnflr  pnblin  Tnonevs . .  ^  r 

17.65 

Total 

4,906.48 

ENID,  OKLA. 


GUTHRIE,  OKLA. 


Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes. . . 

81 

[12,682.44] 

$10,103.66 

Tnterest. .  ._. 

2,023.1:^ 

Total  <Mi«h  fialeA 

81 

300 

4 

[12,582.44] 
60,060.63 

21.216.78 

Original  homestead  entries 

$1,535.63 

$3,865.00 

8.00 

1.035.06 

6,380.53 

Soldiers'  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

8.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing . .  . . 

1,085.06 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

484 

60.080.63 

1,525.53 

4,806.06 

27,640.37 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

8,002.00 

IncidentAl  eicpftn*ftft  .,.___. 

2,210.94 

KxPAnnA  nf  deprMltlnir  nnhlin  mnneyR 

6.10 

Total 

6,218.04 

Excess  i>ayments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

1 
00 

1.20 
[12,678.08] 

$1.61 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2iiUl.  Revised  Statutes 

15.888.30 

T«t*l  csAh  srIas , 

01 

106 
604 

1.20 

25,100.34 

[80,782.00] 

15,800.00 

Oriflfinal  homestead  entries... 

$628.20 
2,243.65 

306.40 

$1,625.00 

2. 253. 20 

Pinal  homo«te<»d  flntri*^R   

2,243.65 

Final  commissions  on  Sac  and  Fox  and 
Iowa  Indian  lands  commuted  caali  en- 
tries  

806.40 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing.. 

1,157.64 

1, 157. 64 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

881 

25,110.68 

3.268.34 

2,782.54 

21.040.88 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver. 

5.345.16 

Incidental  expeii<^A<4   . 

2,788.11 

ExTwnse  of  depositinff  public  moneys 

1 

81.65 

Total .  

8,160.02 
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'Statement  of  the 


tranaaelei  at  local  latui  offices^  c/c— Continued. 

KINOFISHEB,  OKUL 


(The  are*  in  brackets  is  not  included  In  the  aggrega:  -  hy  States,  having  been  aoconnted  for  in 

the  orfginal  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount 

Tlm>)er-cnltnre  entries  commuted  onder 
iMJt  Mar.  8, 1891 

10 
16 

[1.333.44] 

[2,366.29] 

^090.17 
3,4:^41 

Hoinestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes... 

* 

Total  (*ash  sales 

26 
446 

11 

[3,719.78] 

68,347  fiR 

[74,2m.  16] 

6.(Bi.S^ 

i,ms 

22.00 
70&S1 

Ortffinal  homestead  entries 

$1,709.58 
l,a'».35 

$4,3S.a) 

Final  homestead  entries 

8<^Uifon(*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
f*\rv  i«tat«>ments.  - 

2S.0O 
705-81 

A  in«  m  n1  MK^Tod  for  reducing  testimony 
ix>  wriUutf -- 

--- •-- ...... 

IN^a)  \^  all  classes  of  entries  and 
aui\mul  r\H'Wv^  therefrom 

gso 

68,347.66 

3,565.98 

5.052.81 

11.12g.S 

^^^Av^vt.  <W«k  Mul  ixonmisBions  of  regis- 
t»s  •  *«>\  ^vs^iN^vtvr  

&,4caM 

1,9BB.S 

19 

\;r,>s^M^A':  <v\vv*\<xv^ 

i|.vw-v^w  ^-4  ^^(HsvauiM:  puhlio  moneys — 

AX-^^v       ..-> 

7  31168 

MANGUH,  OKLA. 
^v^i«oed  fckT  transaction  of  business  June  24, 1897.] 


fc>i*;.  vs*>uiviivs.  s'a  HAivti  v'^  MkUio  land 
fck\.:.    x.vii.v;*  -t*  v.»i»  '««Cv'<i  s*Jf  tHibik*  land 

Vv  v.-.  '.A^o.  <»iv  .<   >  ->a  V»£»i%>«ie*i«dnl»  tttuN^T" 


l\>v^  v%4c»it  WV* ^v^.— ....«- 

v.^  i^u.xv  Vsuiv^UNiU  ^«i trttWL 


31 

11 

44 


4,019.74 
828.87 

a.  51 


&.3iai2 

1\SBBl07 


lu 


il  ai».19 


$399.00 


IB63.16 


$1,000.00 


1,3BB.B 
1.3».Q0 


389.00 


1,000.00 


2.7»:! 


OKLAHOMA,  OELA. 


Jily,    ...  <>.,,%  .  1    :.>    li  hv>:iio«»teiid.  timbe^- 
\    •,,     I     i ,:  hi  :  oil  trie*  aiiUlcM  rations. 
.\.    A   ■;;  ,>:ou.l>    Sa*.- and  Fox)     . 
..  ,,;,'.   ,   i  i..\>  ov>mmut€<l  to  cash 
^.   ',      .. .  •.  ;v  M  :-<»l,  Kwiaed  Statutes... 
Uv  .u  ,\  ■.v^*^Uv*.>i»outne«i- 


^\aWv  ^^*.^i*   Scales  - 


J,'  *»  >"\\>iivult*ntries. 


v    .vUvl  ou tries. 

vn  >itc  and  Fox  commuted 

,,«l^       

.    \  ^4 1 U^n*' homestead  dedara 


s-A  \  vH.1  u>r  reducing  testimony 


^\  »*'  A.  V.'  ol^stews  of  entries  and 
^,^.  .*«,  vvsv'ivi^  therefrom 


20 

8 
14 

35 
10 


[1.974  4: 

[4.911?  «K 
[1,509-24; 


87 
;il6 


LOSS.  21 


1(0.446.17      f»7X.» 
[46, 9^-7. 3^:        1.175.13 


1.206        110,468.38        3. 9^0.61 


r.oin).oo 


$S,05i4« 

90.41 
2,4(H.i)B 

6,?5S.$7 
2,«ia5 


14.00 
699.56 


r,  793.55 


i  .>l  sx^uimisedons  of  regis 


Sv 


u^i  v^tUic  monesrs. 


v\ 


14,59.67 

9,807.» 
1,175.13 

78. 5» 

'liOO 

6W.S5 


26,348  83 


5,917.» 
3.811. 5S 

9.7B6.9 
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Recapitulation,  hv  States  and  Territories,  of  the  diaposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  etc. — Con  tinned. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  denert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amonnt  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  ^rand  aggrefoite.  j 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Calif  omia 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Miasiwippi.... 

Missoun 

Montana  ...:.. 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico  . . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Booth  Dakota . 

Utah 

Washington . . . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Mineral  pro- 
tests. 


No. 


13 
3 
9 

54« 


16 


1 


Total 


Fees. 


$130. 0» 

30.01) 

90.  a) 

5,480.00 


10.00 


100.  (JO 


10. 00 
130.00 


9 

44 

1 


660 


90.00 

440.00 

10.00 


ao.oo 


6,000.00 


Applications 

for  timber  and 

stone  lands. 


No. 


80 
34 


239 


12 


18 

IJJ 
•> 

M 

46 

8 

11 

469 


Fees. 


IHOO.OO 
^).00 


(MJ.OO 


2,300.00 


120.00 


Fees  re- 
ceived for 

reducing 

testimony 

to  writing, 

etc. 


91.201.06 


4T8.2H 
2.080.20 
5,900.68 
6,984.72 

912.25 
2, 158. 15 


180.00 
12J).(X) 

20.  W 
460.00 

80.00 
110.00 


524.73 
2,734.58 
1,455.54 
1,156.07 
2,862.50 
1.551.32 
1,284.97 
1.919.29 
5,627.79 
9.77 
1,084.70 
2,827.48 
6,  vm.  12 
2,485.07 
4.087.01 

597. ;« 
3.812.78 
1,957.00 

900.91 


4,690.00  1      61,654.45 


Total  miscellaneous 
filings  and  fees. 


Number 
filings. 


3 

63 

24 

233 

2,025 

2 

97 


87 


2 

268 


6 

373 

9 

36 

123 

76 

46 

49 

141 

238 

129 

12 

175 


Amount. 


$1,201.06 

30.00 

1.001.28 

2.188.20 

8.1ff3.68 

a?.978.?2 

932.25 

2.764.15 


Total 
amount  of 
fees  and 
commis- 
sions from 
all  sources. 


524.73 
2,808.53 
1,455.54 
1,180.07 
5,290  50 
1.551.32 
1.296.97 
4,847.29 
5,645.79 

362.  n 
1.578.70 
2.979.48 
6.272.12 
2. 8651. 07 
4.969.01 
2,753.33 
4,568.78 
2.045.00 
1.523.91 


4,167 


98,286.45 


$15,834.68 
30.00 

6.555.50 

84,622.51 

43,794.78 

48,645.06 

11,808.56 

29,036.39 

12.00 

1.87 

742.45 

16.478  56 

16,804.36 

4,904.36 
48,873.58 
18,474.33 
23,463.95 
30,641.11 
32.950  91 

9.005.75 

9,624.24 
67,795.74 
56.2ra.l8 
30.538.72 
88.742.17 
13.232.81 
45,275.10 
16,208.01 
14,518.31 


678,460.55 


State  and  Terri* 
tory. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas  

California  .... 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

niinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missoun.  _•-.-. 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  

New  Mexico . . 
North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon  

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Washington . . 

Wisconwn 

Wyoming 

Total.... 


Aggregate  of  all  classes  of  en- 
tries, area  of  lands  disposed  of, 
and  receipts  from  all  sources. 


En- 
tries. 


2.805 
5 
1.230 
4,201 
4.600 
6.003 
1,761 
3.308 
2 
2 
60 
2.354 
2.626 
602 
4.415 
u,  tJ08 
3,067 
3,731 
3,806 
4,  .351 
1.068 
6.269 
5,321 
4,128 
3,913 
1,798 
4,892 
1,878 
3.013 


84,045 


Acres. 


110,045.18 

68.98 

138,306.93 

304,308.37 

522.629.48 

321].  836. 57 

448,702.04 

355.  (HI.  87 

2.901.99 

280.00 

1,938.05 

116,603.79 

110,230.37 

35,270.73 
722.887.88 
178. 183. 13 
202.670.30 
841.229.56 
194,6(fi.72 
675,506.86 

79,689.17 
624.474.26 
501.53:3.77 
391.330.16 
298.292.10 
152.114.12 
383.902.70 
153.  .537. 07 
879,811.60 


Amount. 


Expenses  incident  to  the  disposals 
of  public  lands. 


Salaries 
and  com- 
missions of  Incidental 


$34,433.31 

375. 00 

29.306.08 

42,338.92 

137,728.05 

135,807.34 

15.442.02 

60,368.99 

12.00 

1.87 

5,283.11 

18,774.87 

21,126.52 

15,871.05 

98,117.97 

32,114.33 

30,324.52 

137,937.00 

61,419.60 

11,300.75 

45, 138. 19 

89,217.11 

137,474.53 

148.177.09 

75,265.33 

58,462.9:3 

90.950.a5 

33,766.84 

49,755.67 


7,753,608.75  i  1,506,380.74 


registers 

and 
receivers. 


$10,053.58 


6,990.54 
17,280.92 
39,293.57 
37,404.04 

6,000.00 
21,?ie.86 


1,758.27 
16,665.05 

8,968.80 

4.807.80 
19.966.41 

6.000.00 
12.203.68 
21,496.73 
29.409.25 

6.000.00 
10,308.50 
28,625.78 
32,452.54 
26,990.33 
26,882.01 

6,000.00 
33.731.04 
10,995.20 
16,727.75 


456,741.74 


expenses. 


$4,602.64 


2.528.70 
5. 84:3.  (JO 
10, 105. 19 
11,027.15 
8,598.02 
4,864.60 


716.24 
5,378.14 
4,844.20 
1,977.42 
8,510.48 
4,235.39 
4,573.85 
9,038.45 
5,908.10 
5  36 
2,726.20 
6,064.68 
15,7.57.68 
8,929  43 
9,008.65 
2,846.89 
8,967.48 
1,963.20 
8,218.08 


146,818.80 


Expense 

of  de'* 

positing. 


$13.15 


75.90 
287.00 
82.45 
89.65 
11.45 
92.80 


2.00 

8.20 

6.23 

12.30 

54.12 

17.50 

26.40 

11.35 

63.38 

44.15 

2:3.80 

112.68 

121.70 

168.57 

8L16 


197.86 

1.00 

182.21 


1,676.30 


Total  ex- 
penses. 


$14,660.87 


0.605.14 
23.410.92 
49.481.21 
48.470.84 

9.609.47 
26,187.35 


2,476.61 
22,051.39 
18,810.82 

6,797.52 
28,531.01 
10,252.80 
16,808.43 
30,646.58 
85,365.73 

6,049.51 
13.058.50 
32,803.04 
48.331.92 
88,068.33 
86.006.81 

8,346.89 
42.895.82 
12,950.40 
20,127.99 


604,786.03 
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LAORANDE,  OREO. 

rTbe  areain  brackets  Is  not  inclnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  hATing  been  aoooimtedforfa 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis-         «           \ 
sions.      ;      *^***^     1 

AmoofiL 

Sales  of  landatDobUcanctlon...... 

4 
12 
16 
72 

12 
3 
2 

2 
2 

148.84 

1,628.76 

608.96 

10,781.78 

74.28 
8S8.83 

[80.00] 

[820.00] 
[160.00] 

tl8:.0 

3w9tll 

Sale^  of  mineral  lAndfl    

2.28B.A 

Act  Sept.  29, 1890 

13,314.  T4 

Ex(H^8s  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

K.m 

Orifdnal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

9% 

aiw 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  ReTised  Statutes. . . 

400.00 

Competitive  bids 

lOD 

iv^tal  *^^4h  Bales  .  .         

126 

218 
214 

18 
27 
14 

12 

13.848.66 

33,229.88 
[88,817.  U] 

[2,606.53] 
2,668.06 

aasso-S 

Oriirina]  homestead  entries,  ^.^^-r-,^^ 

$1,269. 7S 
1,266.42 

$2,115.00 

3.311  S 

Final  homestead  entries 

LS&.IS 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws -- -- - 

7S.00 

54.00 

140.00 

120.00 

580.69 

St(0 

State  sel€K}tionB . . - 

SidD 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

liLCO 

Applications  to  purcliase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

ISLO 

Amount  received  for  red  udng  testimony 
to  writing T. 

SBa« 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

628 

48,187.48 

2,515.20 

3,081.69 

2S.8C.S 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver - 

i.9S.!i 

Incidental  exi)en8es 

1.&35 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys.... 

"•"• •••••—•- 

*  46.11) 

Total 

t^9 

LAKEVIEW,  OBEQ. 


Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

1 

15 
2 

2 

9.81 
1.980.66 

[160.00] 

[241.061 

fllit 

Oriarinal  eatries  under  the  desert-land  act 

Sun 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . . 

IflCO 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

us 

\ 

Total  CHAh  nal  eg .    ._  ..  

20 

60 
43 

9 
31 

1,929.96 

8,896.82 

[6.736.63] 

[1,120.00] 
8,298.43 

AIS 

Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

f;««.6i 

262.61 

$560.00 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
IftWS                  . .......... 

86.00 
62.00 

108.88 

aiflD 

State  s©l*M*tinnH  -  -  -  _     -  

flSLOP 

Amoun  t  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to writintf ..........  . 

ia.9 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

162 

14.120.21 

686.22 

766.89 

i,mL» 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ffli"  and  receiver     ........ 

1,811  li 

Inmdental  expenses ... 

2»» 

Total        

2,(HIU 

• 
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statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices y  etc. — ContixitLed 

OREGON  CITT,  OBEQ. 


n&e  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  afirgregate  by  States,  haying  been  acooanted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 

Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

ales  of  land  subject  to  priyate  entry 

1 
8 
2 
3 

10 

,      11 
11 

130.89 

1,121.50 

62.00 

380  56 

[1,131.53] 

57.60 

[1,186.11] 

$:i27.25 

ales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

1.400.00 

65.00 

alee  of  timber  and  stono  lands. 

961.40 

Iletz  Indian  Reservation,  act  Aug.  15, 
18M 

565.76 

^cess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

74.81 

[omestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1,483.15 

Total  cash  saleff 

46 

196 

468 

4 

83 
116 
152 

3 

1 

1 

1,742.64 

28,877.73 

[68,523.56] 

576.68 

5,186.92 

17,575.40 

24,207.57 

4.867.37 

hrfflrinal  homefftc^sd  Antries 

$1,088.36 
2,946.58 

$1,780.00 

2,868.36 
2,946.53 

inal  homestetid  entries 

Ands  entered  under  the  donation  act. . . 

30.00 

66.00 

232.00 

304.00 

30  00 

30.00 

Ands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads . 

66.00 

ftate  Helecti^n**    , .     "  - 

23S  00 

l^agon-road  selections 

304.00 

Lpplications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands , 

.qn  m 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

loldiers*  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

3.00  !              3.00 

3.00  '              am 

Lmount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinir 

043.20 

043.20 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

1.020 

76,166.70 

4,034.89 

3,391.20 

12.2y8.46 

alaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter ana  receiver - -.-_ 

6.000.00 

riddmtal  oicpATiffAA      -  -                

3,317.52 

izpense  of  dejxieiting  public  moneys 

7.50 

Total 

9,325  02 

ROSEBURG,  OREG. 


ales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

3 
1 
2 

2 

1 

21 
2 

469.77 
39.20 
120.00 
177.50 
100.92 

89.10 

[320.00] 

1587.21 

ales  of  land  at  public  auction .'. 

49.00 

^es  of  timber  and  stone  limds 

300.00 

(. 

84.5.00 

kfrtMar.  3, 1««7                         

252.30 

tzoees  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnltare,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

176.81 

[omestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

400.00 

Total  rash  fiales  .    . 

32 

241 

273 

131 

2 

66 

73 

6 

1 

10 

2 

1 

2 

1,006.49 

30,761.04 

[30,443.39] 

20,718.81 

370.97 

8,579.94 

10,256.13 

960.00 

2,610.32 

Original  homestead  entries 

$1,767.90 
2.215.14 

$2,090.00 

3  857  90 

inal  ho»nest<«d  entHew 

2.215.14 

?"agj>n-m«d  nele^^tinnw 

262.00 

15.00 

112.00 

146.00 

2i)2  00 

4ands  entered  under  the  donation  act. . . 

15.00 

Ands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

112.00 

itate  selections - 

146.00 

n^-i#n  allotmAntff  

applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. 

Lpplications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Lpplications  to  purchase  timber  and 

10.00 
30.00 

20.00 
3.00 

6.00 

327.96 

10.00 

30.00 

20.00 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

3.00 

loldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements » 

6.00 

Lmount  received  for  redudng  testimony 
to  writinir 

327.06 

Total  of  all  clnsooo  of  entries,  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

830 

72,654.28 

8,963.04 

3,021.95 

9,615.31 

lalaries,  f ees,  and  oommisslons  of  regis- 
te#ana  receiver  ,    ...      ,...-,x.. 

6.000.00 

nridental  expenses  ,         ^ 

2,285.49 

Sznenae  of  depositinff  public  money"  . 

17.  a5 

Total 

8.302.84 
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THE  DALLES,  GREG. 

[The  area  in  brackets  ia  not  included  in  the  amregaie  by  States,  havinir  been  acooanted  for  m 

the  origuial  entries.] 


Cla68  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

A«^ 

Commis- 

Fees. 

AnuniLt 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

7 

1 

876 

86 

4 
1 

8 

008.08 

80.  UO 

67,804.81 

80.78 
880.00 
[40.00] 

D,000.78] 

88.9Bl« 

Act  Sept.  80, 1800 

ExcBBS  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entriesand  locations. 

L_ 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

8QM 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

10.  (B 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  8801,  Beyised  Statutes. . . 

L250lV 

Total  cash  sales 

488 

867 
154 

88 
66 
46 

1 

68,687.07 

54,387.38 

[83,887.36] 

[13.480.00] 
7,06U.58 
7,184.88 

86,;SL8 

5,4£IS 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries........... 

«•  «  a  « 

$8,087.18 
877.01 

$3,445.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
li^ws - - — --- 

868.00 

138.00 

018.00 

10.00 

ssaTs 

Oil.W 

KflD 

uin 

CO 

ia.K 

State  selections.... 

Waoon-road  selections . . 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 

Amount  recelTedforredudnirtsstimony 
to  writing .,,,^-,-,, 

4W.IJ 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  receired  therefrom 

1.134 

137,800.81 

2,014.19 

4,88L72 

9i.(Basi 

8alariMkf««s.  and  commiBBMna  of  regis- 
t4»ran^  r***^!^'^' , 

6.0010 

Incidental  €»xi«ens>M 

%9 

TV4al — .— ~ 

........I...-..-. ...... 

7  4SL9i 

1             1                      1 

ABKBDBBN.  &  DAK. 


1^lv>/^  l^i^jrw>rr.l*  <«  feocaenoM.  ran wr  j 

^V,  -^^^  .^  :>^.:     ... 

«w,kK  .'^v><-v*i.  i^C  )fc*Tij«(<d  Statutes 


^^>Wfc^,  ^'la^iY.  liaJ^ 


y  ...     V  v»^  •*«*  \».-    «~«T  t "!"?<* 


» »v.V»r  t^  timber-culture 
',^.^u«ji«  testimony 


^^^  <^H«M«i  of  entries  and 
:::.  ,i:nt  r^N^^^^^*  therefrom 


»^..  *  .■•   ■♦■»•' 


^N 


•  N\<l 


^^  ,><^VMBiiaBions  of  regis- 

■■.••'■        ^ ..-...---...-.. ... 

\^v  r  n>r  puWic  moneys... 


1 
1 


14 
104 


64:) 


[2s,iwi.<?: 

[35,  in  IT,. 


03 


86,3B&50        1.»l;2 


$1,610.00 


801.57 
435.34 


2.036.01 


moD 

UHOD 


ax.9 

SB.  19 
4&II 


4.411(1 


3,sai3 

1,S&S 

4.»» 
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Statement  of  the  btisiness  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Ck)ntinned. 

CHAMBEBLAIN,  8.  DAK. 

tTho  area  in  brackets  is  not  inclnded  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

• 
Sales  of  land  at  pnUic  aaction 

2 

1 
6 

/           [22.66] 
\            40.19 

9.74 

[837."58] 

\ 

$61.57 

Kxcess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
caltnre,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

/ 

12.18 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1,046.96 

-•  ---- 

Total  cash  sales 

9 

10 
14 

24 

415 

49.93 

1,639.18 

[1,979.78] 

[3,587.68] 
62,520.06 

1,120.73 

Original  homestead  entries 

$38.48 
49.63 

$100.00 

138  48 

Fini^  homestead  entries 

49.63 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

02.00 
4,020.00 

02.00 

Original  homesteads  (Sioux  Indian  Res- 
ervation)   

1,562.00 
32.75 

5.582.00 

Final  c"m"ii««ioTi«  on  S^io^x  <vwb  Antri^« 

82.75 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declar- 
atory statements 

1 

2.00 
245.73 

2.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

245.78 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

473 

64,100.17 

1,682.76 

4,460.78 

7,263.22 

SalariAn,  feeR,  and  rnmmigfdnnfl  nf  mpr. 

ister  and  receiver 

3.084.76 

Incidental  expenses _ 

661.06 

Expense  of  depositing  public  monesrs 

3.10 

Total 

3.096.94 

Cash  sales,  Sioux  Indian  lands: 

Public  auction 

1 
9 

22.66 
[1,309.61] 

17.00 

Commuted  ho"if>«?t<^ad8 

1,560.28 

Total 

10 

22.66 

1,577.28 

HURON,  S.  DAK. 


Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

8 
1 

6 

8.07 
160.00 

[880.00] 

$10.12 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

40.00 

Homestead  entires  commuted  U)  cash 
under  section  2801,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1.100.00 

Total  cash  sales 

16 

129 
118 

202 

12 
173 

168.07 

19.481.84 

[18,638.83] 

[31,945.53] 

1,915.61 
27,605.14 

^ 

1,150.12 

Original  homestead  entries 

$487.06 
470.02 

1,240.00 

1,727.06 
470.02 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws. 

808.00 

120.00 
346.00 

067.82 

806.00 

Original  homestead  entries  (Sioux  In- 
dian Res'jrvfttion ). 

47.90 

167.00 

State  selections 

346.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writinfif , . . ,  r . .     . 

967.82 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

649 

40,170.66 

1,004.98 

3.481.82 

5,686.92 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver _ _ 

4, 149. 78 

Incidental  ex];>ensefl , 

2,186.66 

Total 

6,885.48 

Sales  of  Sioux  Indian  lands,  commnted 
homestead 

1 

160.00 

200.00 
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State  and  office. 


Miimeeota: 

Crookston 

Dnlnth 

Marshall 

St.  Cloud 

Mississippi: 

Jackson 

Missouri: 

Boonville 

Ironton 

Springfield.... 

Montana: 

Bozeman 

Helena 

Lewlstown  — 

Miles  City 

Missoula 

Nebraska 

Alliance 

Brokenbow 

Lincoln 

McCook 

North  Platte.. 

O'Neill 

Sidney 

Valentine 

Nevada: 

Carson  City ... 

New  Mexico: 

Clayton 

LasCmoes 

Boswell 

Santa  Fe 

North  Dakota: 

Bismarck 

Devil's  Lake... 

Fargo 

Grand  Forks.. 
Minot 

Oklahoma: 

Alva 

Enid 

Guthrie 

Kingfisher 

Mansrum 

Oklahoma 

Perry 

Woodward .... 

Oregon: 

Bums 

Lagrande  

Lakeview 

Oregon  City... 

Roseburg 

The  Dalles 

South  Dakota: 

Aberdeen 

Chamberlain .. 

Huron 

Mitchell 

Pierre  

Rapid  City 

Watertown.... 

Utah: 

Salt  Lake  City 


Amount  of 

fees  and  oom- 

missionB 

from 

all  sources. 


|19,80R.60 

9,286.97 

2,283.47 

11,973.56 


18,474.33 


6,547.57 

4.701.48 
12,214.90 


6,248.92 
14,146.29 
3,149.83 
2,555.48 
6,540.64 


7,197.02 
2,701.68 
1.371.26 
8,024.00 
3.686.88 
8,238.67 
2,189.09 
4.561.61 


9.005.75 


8,460.78 
1,531.79 
1,878.83 
2,752.84 


11,761.67 
28,796.78 

9,335.13 
13.341.25 

4,570.06 


8.661.57 
6,423.50 
6,050.88 
8,618.74 
1,399.00 
U,  773. 16 
7.801.85 
5.544.30 


1,861.73 
5,596.89 
1,353.11 
7.426.W 
7,0(H.99 
7.205.91 


4.126.63 
6, 142. 40 

4.486.80 
6,551.22 
1.120.01 
6.832.03 
8,482.99 


13,232.31 


Total. 


143.373.58 
18.474.33 

23.463.95 


30.641.11 


82,950.91 
9,005.75 


0,624.24 


67.795.74 


56,273.18 


30.638.72 


36,742.17 
13.232.31 


Amount  paid 

registers 
and  receivers 
(salaries  and 
commis- 
sions). 


$5,860.11 
6.000.00 
2.616.30 
6,000.00 


6.000.00 


3.400.62 
2,794.06 
6.000.00 


4,802.82 
6.000.00 
3,090.04 
2,486.07 
6.027.90 


6,843.46 
2.604.20 
2,530.56 
8.520.02 
8,742.02 
4,808. 86 
2.686.25 
3,686.38 


6,000.00 


2,986.46 
1,947.74 
2,608.80 
2,676.50 


6.000.00 
6,000.00 
6.000.00 
6.000.00 
2,625.78 


3.883.86 
8,992.90 
6.345.16 
6.403.94 


6.917.89 
4.600.46 
3,218.33 


2  290.94 
4,887.24 
1.812.15 
6.000.01) 
6,000.00 
6.000.00 


3.622.72 
3.0CM.7H 
4.149.78 
4.770  13 
1,574.96 
4.305.46 
5.524.20 


6,000.00 


Total. 


119,966.41 
6,000.00 

12.203.68 


21.496.73 


29.400.25 
6,000.00 


10,308.69 


26,625.78 


32,452.64 


26,990.83 


Deficit. 


$684.36 


26,882.01 
6,000.00 


Revenue 

to  United 

States. 


$23,407.17 
12,474.33 

ii.aso.27 


9, 144. as 


3,641.66 
3,005.75 


41.109.96 


23.89).64 


3,5I8.» 


9.860.16 
7.20. 81 
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Exhibit  A. — Statement  showing  the  total  amount  of  fees  and  commisnons  co^ 
lected  at  the  several  local  land  offices,  etc. — Continued. 


State  and  offloe. 

Amount  of 

fees  and  com- 

misfdons 

from 

all  aoaroes. 

|2,0S9.51 
8.300.54 
7,651.fiO 
9.888.72 
9,047.07 
8.911.78 
4.445.97 

Total. 

Amount  paid 

reffifiters 

and  receivers 

(salaries  and 

oommis- 

sionii). 

ToUl. 

Deficit. 

ReTenne 

to  United 

Btotes. 

• 

Washington: 

Ncrth  Yakima 

Olympia .            

$45,275.19 

$2,601.06 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
5.918.86 
8,570.38 
3,645.74 

$33,73104 

i 

Seattle 

Spokane 

\^ancon  ver - 

Walla  Walla 

Waterville 

$11,544.15 

Wisoonidn: 
AftblATid    .  . 

8.589.67 
6,740  26 

5,878.08 

8.578.2R 

■>     Rail  Claire 

8;  944. 62 
8.472.30 

j 

WaoBau 

16,206.01 

10,995.20 
16.727.75 

5,212.81 

Wyoming: 

Buffalo 

2.667.70 
4,808.41 
1,511  20 
8,143.93 
1,186.92 
1,700.15 

a. 102  OB 

> 

$2,200.44 

Cheyenne 

4,479.44 
1,967.54 

!          8,621.00 
1,666.12 

'           1,891.62 
14  MH  81 

Doaglas 

"R  vAnntnn      

Ijander 

Sundance 



Total 

078,465.68 

466.741.74 

4,631.06 

236.245.00 

Recapitulation^  by  States  and  Tenntories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 
abandoned  military  reservations  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897,  the 
arecutf  and  the  amount  received  therefrom,  and  the  expenses  connected  tfierewith, 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area 
and  amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggre- 
gate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Arizcma 

A^kan*ian 

Calif omia  — 

Colorado 

Idaho 

gansaa 

Michigan 

Minnesota  — 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico . . 
North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Utah 

Washington  .. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 


Sales  of  lands  subject  to 
private  entry. 


En- 
tries. 


1 


84 
1 


1 
3 


93 


Acres. 


69.73 
lOU.OO 


40.00 


3,820.47 
80.00 


130.80 


30.18 
815.73 


4.666.00 


Amount 


Sales  of  lands  at  public 
auction. 


En- 
tries. 


$87.16 
480.00 


50.00 


4,875.50 
200.00 


327.25 


97.95 
728.74 


6,844.69 


1 

100 

14 

27 

83 

2 

2 

22 

85 


21 
84 


42 
20 
14 
10 

2 
12 
54 

7 


502 


Acres. 


40.20 

3,551.41 

627.91 

1,981.04 

1,841.08 

73.84 

79.23 

1,435.30 

5,110.43 


1,478.84 
1,344.34 


2,146.85 
1,006.28 

845.07 

436.37 
51.00 

626.63 
3,133.39 

280.00 


26,089.25 


Amount. 


$50.26 

5,060.75 

844.29 

2,579.27 

2,720.72 

92.30 

99.04 

2,465.17 

7,689.29 


Sales  of  land  subject  to 
preemption  entry. 


En 
tries. 


7 
6 
9 


6 


2,281.15 
3,009.70 


2,788.67 

8,054.44 

1,1/76.34 

576.80 

116.00 

068.60 

4,435.57 

360.00 


40,283.25 


43 
4 

2 

20 


14 
1 


24 


138 


Acres.     Amonnt. 


200.40 


829.87 

742.01 

1,145.60 


627.71 


5.580.60 
500.00 
290.00 

2,085.72 


1,951.27 
160.40 


3,525.00 


18,547.67 


$250.60 


1,136.72 
1,277.52 
1,431.90 


784.64 


7,424.51 
700.00 
150.00 

3,832.10 


2,437.21 
200.50 


4,066.90 


24,682.68 


334  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


RecapitukUionj  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations  ^  etc, — Continaed. 

[The  areas  of  committed  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  Inclnded  in  the  ^rand  afpgrregate.] 


State  or  Terri- 

Sales of  timber  and  stone 
lands. 

Sales  of  mineral  lands. 

Original  entries  under 
the  desert-land  act. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

'Alnttkn   . 

2 

31 

4 

105 

657 

2 

81 

68.98 

1,473.38 

320.00 

4,119.62 

12,223.63 

81.59 

939.36 

1345.00 

6,792.50 

855.00 

13,995.00 

53,737.50 

205.00 

3.882.50 

Arizona.... 

40 

7.608.86 

$1,900.96 

Arkansas  .... 

Califomia 

Colorado .......... 

82 
22 

9,180.71 
2.987.54 

$22,951.78 
7,468.86 

66 
62 

10.062.19 
8.081.38 

2,513.54 
2,008.29 

Florida 

Idaho..,  

9 

133 

13 

616.57 

14,867.51 

1,053.29 

1,541.43 

37,160.04 

2,633.23 

170 

20,100.65 

4,986.40 

)lf  InnnfintR 

M^^ntana 

168 
15 
11 

4,608.04 
431.99 
186. 7B 

20,822.50 

2,206.00 

965.00 

487 

76,563.45 

19.140.8S 

Nevada ,        

• 

New  Mexico 

44 
19 
36 

1 

101 

30 

9,280.22 
998.42 

8,951  82 

160.00 

10,837.37 

3.024.23 

2,307.63 

248.60 

North  Dakota 

Oregon  ._ 

18 
10 

2 
48 

9 
11 

357 

2,110.32 
1,417.80 
240.00 
5,696.12 
1,040.00 
1,400.00 

5,275.80 
3,544.74 
600.00 
14,240.38 
2,600.00 
3.500.00 

22 

61 

113 

14 

768.42 
1,316.46 
4,156.70 

408.32 

8.570.00 

6,130.00 

18,950.00 

1.607.50 

967.96 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

40.00 
2,709.36 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

786.  SO 

Wynmincf  _ 

167 

23,652  61 

5,91&18 

1,236 

134,122.50 

Total 

40,609.95  101,525.26 

31.193.22 

1.203 

174,201.19 

43,548.17 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


A1#bf>.¥y)|fi 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Califomia 

Ck>lorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Iowa 

Kansaw 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico... 
North  Dakoto. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon  

South  Dakota.. 

Utah 

Washington... 

Wiscouffln 

Wyoming 


Total. 


Final  entries  under  the 
desert-land  act. 


En- 
tries. 


14 


44 

42 


67 


163 


22 


14 


114 
11 


T6 


564 


Acres. 


[2.834.50] 


[10.284.78] 

[7,697.15] 

[ii,'3i8.'97J 


[30,270.42] 


[2,306.01] 


[1,840.51] 


[16,042.30] 
[1,100.87] 


[13,738.76] 


[97,443.36] 


Amount. 


$2,884.39 


17,206.20 
7,617.42 


11,321.43 


29,959.51 


2,306.01 


1.840.51 


16,040.62 
1,404.35 


13,678.84 


104,200.28 


Homestead  entries  com- 
muted to  cash  under 
section  2301,  Revised 
Statutes. 


En- 
tries. 


56 
25 
36 
53 
38 
21 
28 
9 
9 
26 
66 
48 
81 
17 
76 
86 
19 
62 
325 
28 
41 
13 
40 
61 
23 


Acres. 


1,287 


6,492.18] 
'3,588.91 

,3,685.41 
6,473.46 
4,026.72" 

;2,418.58" 
:3,606.73 

[502.  or 

1,076.40 

2,513.23 

6,633.07 

4,324.02 

[10,503.20" 

[1,020.01 

[11,076.58" 

[10,367.09 

[2,668.90' 

8,206.72 

[47,345.13 

[3,387.95 

5.654.08' 

1,393. 71" 

'5,280.04' 

5,004.19 

3,222.87 


[160,381.20] 


Amount. 


$8,101.32 

5,747.25 

4,945.07 

8,823.85 

5,333.66 

8,126.51 

4,607.53 

1,205.18 

1,345.50 

3,232.23 

8,291.34 

6,823.36 

13,128.93 

1,275.01 

14.971.77 

13,838.91 

8.211.16 

10,346.84 

72,441.14 

i.  236. 46 

9,088.46 

1.942.14 

6,748.81 

7,207.18 

4,528.68 


223,891.73 


Excess  on  homestead, 
timber-culture,  and 
other  entries. 


En- 
tries. 


281 
11 
96 

143 
92 

191 
86 


17 

321 
14 
92 

206 
60 
72 
70 
26 

181 
20 
76 
47 
33 

130 
25 
31 


2,278 


Acres.  Amount 


298.19 
14.86 
833.86 
517.74 
302.62 
134.66 
256.05 


27.90 
781.24 

56.13 
448.38 
381.56 
241.64 
301.48 
201.00 

57.58 
614.88 

78.78 
846.69 
149.84 

62.21 
716.98 
163.74 

92.49 


6.498.83 


$381.14 
174.14 
417.36 
808  75 
408.51 
188.71 
438.11 


44.84 

1.019.06 

70.18 
679.06 
411  88 
302.21 
453  32 
278.08 

73  06 
803.86 

98.92 
487.75 
191.00 

66.17 

1,063.36 

268.15 

118  58 


9,241  73 
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BmapUtdation,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  eto.— Gontinaed. 

[The  areas  of  commated  homeataads,  final  homeateada,  and  final  deaert  entriea,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areaa  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Timber-culture    entries 
ooquButed  under  act 
HjUkX  1801. 

Sales  of  coal  lands. 

Sales  of  town  sites. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

■ 

Amount 

California 

14 
8 

10 
1 
3 
3 
7 
6 

[1,950.171 

1,176.00 

[1,313.00 

[40.00 

12.437.71 

1,468.75 

1,749.50 

60.00 

600.00 

449.01 

1,108.85 

1,051.05 

1 

8.81 

$11.01 

Colorado.. 

2 

211.40 

14,228.00 

M»hft 

Iowa  ., 

Kansas 

[480.00 
359.18 
'887.08 
840.83 

Minnesota 

Montana 

6 

440.00 

8,000.00 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

21 
1 

2,530.11 
80.00 

26,501.10 
1,600.00 

North  DakoU.... 

5 
10 
6 
5 
5 
2 

[800.001 
[1  353.44 

i.  odd.  66 

2,030.17 

1,000.00 

700.14 

700.00 

248.06 

Sonth  Dakota 

800.  a) 
560  11 
560.00 
198.42' 

Utah 

1 
1 
4 

160.00 

40.00 

440.00 

3,200.00 

800.00 

6,800.00 

2 

444.95 

656.19 

Washington 

Wynming   _ 

1 

40.00 

100  00 

Total 

85 

[11,317.23]    14,503.21 

36 

3,001.51 

51,129.10 

4 

498.76 

667.20 

state  or  Terri- 

Sales of  abandoned  mili- 
tary reservations. 

Graduation  act. 

Supplemental  payment. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Alabama . .   

3 

10 

1 

[280.52] 
[1,130.00 
[120.00] 

$66.92 
400.00 

Arkannas       ,   . . 

6 

[397.40] 

1107  73 

(California 

150  00 

Florida    . , .  .        - 

87 

lias.  00 

1.24 

Idaho    ... 

1 
1 

1 

1.13 
[80.00] 
.75 
[66.70] 
20.00 
r    [596.35] 
I         3.96 
1.40 

1.41 

Iowa .- 

100.00 

Kansas 

.94 

TiOnisiana  

70.87 

M^ffiikMippi 

1 

[36.21] 

17.60 

2 
8 

1 

81.64 

*"  «wT*^p»yy«   ....... 

MiBBouri 

•**' - ------ 

}     407.76 
3.50 

Washington 

• 

• 

Total 

37 

132.00 

7 

[482.61] 

125.33 

28 

I       27.24 

}  1,283.28 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Homestead  cash  entries. 

Ck>mpetitiTe  bids. 

Change  of  entries. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Missouri 

1 

[40.00] 

Nebraska 

1 

$1.00 
1.00 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma. 

10 

n.  an.  241 

$2,263.86 

Ormron -..-- 

t 

2 

[160.00] 

1.00 

Total 

10 

[1.500.241 

2,263.86 

3 

[160.00] 

3.00 

1           [40.001 

L*l  '^ 

1 
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Statement  of  the  busines.^  traiusacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc, — Continued. 

SPOKANE,  WASH. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  incladed  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  ac«>mit«<i  for  is 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amomt 

Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry 

.6 
2 
2 

18 
3 

2 

3 

899.38 
55.13 
52.26 

62.79 
145.25 

[80.00] 

[160.00] 

Si.  134.33 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

137.  jQ 

Sales  of  mineral  lands 

a&ffi 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnltnre.  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

mix 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1891 

aifi 

moo 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . 

smos 

Total  cash  sales 

36 

278 
389 

41 

2 

VM 

4 

o 

1 

4 

1 

1,214.82 

40,853.62 
[55,437.13] 

[6,253.50] 

231.00 
21,274.87 

loass 

Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

42,309.27 
3,422.21 

12,615.00 

164.0) 

6.00 

268.  U) 

40.00 

20.00 
10.00 
12.  W 

3.00 

1,019.24 

4.984.21 
3,42ta 

164(0 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty  land 
warrants 

6.(1) 

L4Uids  selected  under  grants  to  railroads . 

fg^.m 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands. . 

^.\i& 

Applications  to  purchase  •  timber  and 
sfone  lands 

aoffi 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

Preemption  declaratory  statements 

10(0 

11  oo 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

aoi 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

i,oi9.a 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

8?2 

63.574.31. 

5.731.48 

4.157.34 

ii,«s.s: 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

A.Q0QL0O 

Incidental  exijenses 

2.319.1 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

"*  &6 

Total 

8,345lI< 

VANCOUVER,  WASH. 


Sales  of  land  subject  to  preemption  entry . 

Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

Act  Sept.  29, 1H90 

Act  Mar.  3,1887  (section  5) 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timl)er- 

culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 
Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes . . . 

Total  cash  sales 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Lands  entered  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
lawH 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads. 

State  selections 

Indian  allotments 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

Preemption  declaratory  stiitemonts 

Soldiers'  and  sailors'  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expensed 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys. . . 


Total. 


2 

1 

6 

58 

2 

16 

4 


89 

312 
310 


3 

3fi8 

47 

2 
11 

6 
5 


1,155 


280.00 

40.00 

810.35 

6,427.78 

200.00 

87.JJ2 

[480.00] 


7.800.05 

42,010.65 
[43,698.55] 

160  00 

[280.00] 
58,407.25 
7,2r0.06 
320.00 


116,874.01 


$2,401.13 
2.426.88 


$700.(0 

2.(©.9< 

8,(ei79 

90.0) 

153.31 


$i.8io.a) 


14.00 
12.00 

7:k.oi) 

94.00 


33.00 

60.00 
15.00 

3.00 

439.06 


n.813.« 

5,214.13 
2,42B.# 

]!(» 

736,  (0 

94.0) 


4,831.01        4,216.06 


33.  (10 

eaoi 

15.  oo 

ao) 

43B.0S 


20.861.01 


5,913.» 

1.294.24 

2S.(S 


7. 254. 16 
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II 


1  Territories^  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 
^nry  reservations ^  etc. — Continnea. 


'  omesteadfi,  and  final  desert  entriae,  and  the  area  and 
•  -kets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.] 


of  town  lots. 


nr  Terri- 
irv. 


Alabama 


Arizona  ...  — 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Misaisalppi  — 

Missonn 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico  . . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 
Utah 


I 


Amount. 


Total  cash  sales. 


-.1      ."^l.-'Ul^.H^ 


Hi    r).:.»4«.«l 


1,312.82 


18 


18 


$1,526.00 


♦^M 


415 

24 

34 

347 

104 

872 

290 

170 

,C69 

201 

15 

145 

.m 

418 
684 
177 
388 
408 
157 
300 


12, 
I, 

!23, 


1, 
22, 

go, 

2, 
12, 

6. 
88, 

3, 
18, 
Zi, 

5, 
25, 


338.80 

68.08 

843.80 

3B0. aO 

824.87 
700.34 
216.24 
208.19 
2:25.32 
208.53 
761.24 
531.52 
014.08 
351.56 
066.07 
274.71 
106.34 
431.00 
284.64 
;»0.32 
333.62 
530.40 
640.06 

588'.  76 
521.36 
005.10 


Amount 
received. 


$8,508.68 
345.00 
22,7^0.40 
7,710.41 
03. 03:}.  27 
87.251.30 

30,432.60 

4,540.66 

2,205.82 

4,322.16 

10.876.00 

54,744.30 

18,640.00 

6,8ii0.57 

107,205.80 

18,468.60 

2,205.00 

35.513.05 

21.421.87 

81,201.85 

117,638.37 

38.523.16 

45,230.62 

46,675.16 

17.558.83 

35,287.L'6 


1,520.00  8,582  410,062.02  i017, Oil.  10 


Washington. 
Wisconnn... 
Wyoming ... 


Total 


Original  entries  of  lands  under  the  homestead      p^^j  homestead  entries. 


En- 
tries. 


1,008 

2.571 
1,504 
1,1.% 
764 
1,405 
2 


Acres. 


12 

451 

076 

314 

2,541 

1,106 

2,012 

1,230 

1,300 

5 

425 

3.061 

8,387 

1,130 

1,817 

628 

1.400 

1,158 

461 


110,266.70 

32.605.00 

205,060.00 

238,rj04.77 

172,628.76 

00,405.46 

211,107.61 

80 


Commis- 
sions. 


006.05 

60,624.61 
106,ir3.42 

33,084.74 
846,277.28 
111,600.10 
106,360.05 
187,148.84 
101,701.46 
680.00 

62,857.60 
610,745.10 
4a5,200.15 
164.088.03 
287,006.00 

77,328.31 
212,084.44 
117,505.40 

71.158.00 


$2,765.70 
1,635.50 
7.483.10 

10,560.14 

7,077.32 

2,267.30 

8,620.63 

2.00 


33,260  4,452,280.84 


46.14 

2,310.26 

2,037.82 

830.36 

10,(373.05 
2,822.54 
5,180.40 
8,757.32 
5,1H:172 
33.  (N) 
2,388.46 

17,917.42 

12,383.28 
6.861.66 
7,«»3.52 
3,(/7i.44i 

10,535.46 
3,025.31 
3,124.70 


Fees. 


$7,060.00 

2,130.00 

20,380.00 

14,785.00 

11,080.00 

6,185.00 

13,815.00 

10.00 


146,666.56 


75.  U) 

3, 025.  a) 

7, 770. 00 

2. 400.  a) 

23.(J!3().0(J 

8,10().(XJ 

14,JJ70 

ll,Ji95 

12,345 

45 

4,02.5 

38,045 

31,540 

10,625 

17;  215 

4.060 

» 13, 770 

8.5;j5 

4.405 


Total  fees 

andcom- 

mission.s. 


$10, 715. 70 

3. 765. 5' » 

27,863.10 

25,345.14 

18, 157.  K 

8,452.30 

22,444.53 

12.00 


120.14 

6,244.26 
10,707.82 

3,230.36 
33.103.95 
11,012.54 
10, 550. 40 
20, 752. 32 
17,528.72 
78.00 

6.413.4(5 
56,562.42 
43.028.23 
17,486.66 
26,068.62 

8,081.46 
24,306.46 
12.480.31 

7,610.70 


En- 
tries. 


1,416 

03 

1.480 

1,107 

664 

736 

507 


Acres. 


[ 


204,320  440,075.56 


2 

10 

6.28 
l,2t)9 
177 
781 
l,5(e 
877 
625 

i.ax) 

9 

278 

831 

1,470 

1,195 

709 

252 

1,775 

36:j 


56,587.04 
13,407.90 
70,215.19 
77,663.25 
01,(583.18' 
a5, 7(56. 93' 
75,225.58 


Commis- 
sions 


$3,015.00 
025. 81 
4,4.il.l2 
8. 08(5.96 
4,3(».91 
2,400.01 
3,005.71 


[ 


[74.60 

[1.569.44 

[95. 183. 74 

[161,465.67 

[2:^,448.02 

[KJ0,810.9;j 

[202.058.48 

[9(5, 836.  Si 

95.52;J.(I2 

5^},  094. 08 

[1,409.92 

[41,688.37 

128.384.8.3 

224,049.71" 

178.001.97 

107. 79i).  (58 

[a5.402.8r 

[256.075.81 

[5W,8H3.51 

[40,086.35 


1.87 

77.58 

3,309.76 

4,655.00 

593.93 

3,9W.tVt 

2,(508.52 

.4,<U3.rj0 

4,575.44 

82.98 

1,604.08 

4,117.84 

5.604.75 

7,793.99 

2,704.05 

1.609.52 

13, 9(>i.  95 

1,3]2.;« 

1.693.61 


20,115    [2, 778.  104. 20],  97,557.66 


6546 22 


326     BEPOBT   OF   COMMISSIONER   OF   GENERAL    LAlfD    OFFICE. 
Statement  of  the  husifiese  transacted  at  local  land  offlees^  etc. — Contumed. 

AHHLAND,  WIS. 

[The  are*  in  brackets  is  not  indnded  in  the  aAgi-egate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  origuial  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acrea 

Commis- 
sions. 

Feesi. 

AmooBt 

Sales  of  land  sabjeet  to  prirate  entry 

3 

12 

8 

4 

3 

11 

815.73 
880.10 
880.00 
868.60 

24.88 

[1,160.20] 

$06.74 

i,aie;6! 

2.90  OP 

Sales  of  land  at  pnblic  auction 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands 

^ntMmr  R^\Ua     . 

llTLSt 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 

ea 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Beyised  Statutes  .. 

1111 14 

Tntml  nuih  ffales , 

41 

142 
123 

1 

1 

1 

183 

6 

2,828.21 

17,826.10 
[16,505.88] 
40.00 

160.00 

84.26 

20,278.21 

1,860.18 

Original  homestead  entries.. 

$675.18 
624.48 

$1,185.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

Lands  entered  with  private-land  scrip. .. 
Lands  entered  with  Sioux   hidf-breed 
scrip 

1 

1 

Indian  allotments 

1 
i 

Lands  selected  under  srants  to  railroads . 
Applications  to  purchase   timber  and 

60.00 
678.73 

*3jtS 

■LCD 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

fiSK  3 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

408 

40,816.78 

1.200.67 

2,200.00 

1116.13 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

3,S8.S 

Incidental  expenses 

• 

1 

Total 

4a01.tf 

• 

EAU  CLAIRE,  WIS. 


Sales  of  land  at  public  auction 

11 
6 
8 

602.72 

24.80 

[680.00] 

6101 

Excess  ];>a3rment8  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. .. 

i,mai 

Total  cash  sales .,...„ 

26 

608 
127 

1 

4 

617.62 

62,000.60 
[10,817.08] 

2.217.8 

5,811.8 
3ilfll 

Original  homestead  entries 

$1,071.00 
341.81 

$3,840.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stonolandfi .„ ..  ,      

10.00 

8.00 

668.55 

10  00 

Soldiers*  and  sailors*  homestead  declara- 
tory statements 

fi.09 

Amounts  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

568-55 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

666 

53,518.11 

2,313.71 

4,428  55 

8.96&S 

ter  ana  receiver.. .- 

3,944.8 

338. 7l!) 

Tpcidental  exiwnfWff ......    .... 

Total 

4. 38a  40 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 


327 


statement  of  the  husinesa  transacted  at  local  land  offices ^  etc, — Continued. 

WAU8AU,  WIS. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  aggrregate  by  States,  having  been  accounted  for  in 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

31 
1 
1 

16 

41 

1,701.67 
160.00 
[120.00] 

114.06 

[3,154.99] 

$2,126.97 

^aIph  nt  tiTinhAr  ^nd  ntnnn  lAnds ... 

400.00 

Cash  substitution 

150.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations. 

143.98 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

3,944.49 

Total  cash  Bales          

90 

508 

113 

2 

1 

1,975.63 

47,278.80 
[11,460.64] 
274.00 

6,705.80 

Oriirinal  homestead  entries... 

$1,278.23 
346.06 

$3,530.00 

4,808.28 

Final  homestead  entries 

346.06 

I^and"  RAlect^  i^ndei*  gnLntst-n  rafli*oadH 

4.00 

10.00 

700.79 

4.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands       ,  - ..,..,,,.  r ,-  - 

10.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing .^. 

709.79 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

714 

49,628.43 

1,624.29 

4,263.79 

12,643.47 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver ,   . 

3,472.30 

Incidental  expenses 

701.30 

£xT>ense  of  denoeitinflr  public  moneys.... 

••••  -•---•-- 

1.00 

Total 

4,174.60 

BUFFALO,  WYO. 


SaIah  nf  timber  and  stone  lands ......... 

3 

I 

3 

47 
27 

1 

4 

480.00 
160.00 

11.36 
6,2»j.92 
[4,560.61] 

[158.42] 

[640.00] 

$1,200.00 

Sales  of  coal  lands. 

1,600.00 

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations . 

14.20 

1,557.49 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

4,596.61 

Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 
act  Mar.  3, 1801 

108.03 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  ca£^ 
nnder  sectinn  2301,  Rflvined  RtatntAR  . . 

800.00 

Total  c-Ash  sales 

86 

80 

29 

4 

477 
09 

3 
2 

6,881.28 

12,068.98 

[4,278.62] 

[440.00] 
75,070.46 

9,966.83 

Original  homestead  entries 

$452.63 
160.46 

$765.00 

1,217.63 

Final  homestead  entries 

160.45 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

16.00 
954.00 
207.00 

30.00 
6.00 

76.62 

16.00 

State  selections 

954.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

207.00 

Applications  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

30.00 

Town-site  filings 

6.00 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

76.62 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

750 

94,020.66 

613.06 

2,054.62 

12,684.03 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

3,102.08 

Incidental  expenses 

326.88 

ExpensA  of  d^pnsitinir  public  moTiAvs  . 

96.24 

Total 

8,525.15 

328     REPOBT   OF   COMMI88IONEB   OF   GENERAL    LAND   OFFICE. 
Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices,  etc. — Gontiniied. 

CHEYENNE,  WYO. 

[The  area  in  bracketa  is  not  included  in  the  aggregate  by  States,  having  been  acoonnted  forn 

the  original  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 


Salesof  land  at  public  auction 

Bales  of  timber  and  stone  lands  —  

Excess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 

culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations . 
OriKinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  under  the  desert -land  act  . 
Timber-culture  entries  commuted  under 

act  Mar.  3,  l«ttl 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 

under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 


Total  cash  sales . 


Original  homestead  entries 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Lands  selected  under  grants  to  railroads 

State  selections 

Applications  to  purchase  mineral  lands . . 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applications  to  purchase   timber  and 

stone  lands 

Mineral  protests,  adverse  claims 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

to  writing 


Num- 
ber. 


I 
7 

10 
27 
2& 

1 

3 


74 

105 

58 

15 

101 

1 

Itt 

7 
1 


Acres. 


40.00 

reo.oo 

35.20 
3,645.13 
[0,061.83] 

[40.00] 

[477.65] 


4,400.42 

16,115.37 

[9.054.48] 

[2,158.05] 
106.551.59 
15,939.62 


Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 


Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

Incidental  expenses 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys . . . 


Total. 


Commis- 
sions. 


Vees.       AmoDBt 


1814.37 
447.54 


1.040 


142,067.00  <      1.381.91 


$1.020. 00 


.60.00 
1.324.00 

ae.oo 

10.00 
48.00 

70.00 
10.00 

302.50 


DOUGLAS,  WYO. 


Excess  pajrments  on  homestead,  timber 
culture,  and  other  entries  and  locations 
Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 
Hon^estead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2:«1,  Revised  Statutes. . 


Total  cash  sales. 


Original  homestead  entries 

Filial  honiosteaii  entries 

Filial  entries  under  the  timber-culture 

laws 

Stato  solcH'tions 

Aiii»li»'ations  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Miiionil  pn^tost.'i.  a<iv«»rso  claims 

Anu>unt  rtHvivtHi  for  nnixioing  testimony 

to  writing 


T^»tn\  of  rtU  olrts>4»vH  of  on  trios  and 
Hiwount  i>H>Mv»nl  thort'fn^m 


6 

3R 

6 

9 


57 

64 
87 

6 

51 

9 

I 


S5 


20.30 
5.513.78 
[1,080.00] 

[1,265.61] 


6,543.08 

9.878.54 

[5,784.54] 

[870.96] 
9.510.16 


1370.42 
216.97 


24.981. 7S 


587.39 


00 


24.00 
100.00 

27.00 
10.00 

137.81 


923.81 


Srtlrtrio*  fi»%^>  aiul  i*onnMi*uon.«*  of  roRis-  I 

\x'\   .\\\\\   »Ns\M\or  r 


Total 


i.soaoo 

9U.S 
6.0019 

SD.f» 

30:a 


9,5BlS 

1.83(.£ 
447  St 

moo 

l.£t.(B 

aue.fl) 
laufi 

4S.0D 

laoo 


3.046.50        13.863.  i3 


4.479.4( 

I.MIOI 

18.50 


6,iM.a: 


Sine 

l.Ot^OD 
1.S8S.11 


4,«n.J9 

9^.13 

21ft.  97 

24  00 

loaoo 

27.00 

laoo 

137.  a 


5.5*.» 


1.957.M 
315.  fle 


2.2B1.S1 
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Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc, — Contmned. 

EVANSTON,  WYO. 

[The  area  in  brackets  is  not  included  in  the  assregitte  by  States,  hayingr  been  accounted  for  in 

original  c 


the 


entries  ] 


Chuas  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

Acres. 

Commis- 
sions. 

Fees. 

Amount. 

Sales  of  land  at  Dublic  auction 

1 
2 
1 

2 

22 

7 

6 

40.00 

240.00 

40.00 

1  49 
4,480!00 
[680.00] 

[680.00] 

150.00 
4,800.00 

RalfM  "f  t*ci^\  1and<f 

Bales  of  town  sites 

100.00 

^cess  payments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture.and  other  entries  and  locations . 

• 
8.73 

Orisrinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

1,120.00 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert  land  act. . 

680.00 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301.  Revised  Statutes. . . 

1.860.00 

'        Total  cash  sales . 

41 

60 
95 
276 
96 
60 

4,801.49 

10,886.10 

[14,910.77] 

44,081.10 

15.200.66 

8, 108. 73 

Original  hcnnestead  entries....... 

1664.44 

641.61 

$886.00 

1,830.44 

]r$n|tl  h<^mestead  entries ^ . . 

641.61 

Tjands selected  under  grant.«i  to  railroads 

662.00 
191.00 
160.00 

260.08 

662.00 

State  selections " 

191.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 

tn  wriHng , 

150.00 

200.96 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

627 

76,028.84 

1,296.95 

1,847.98 

11,247.66 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver 

8,621.00 

TncridAntal  nxpAnnAR    _           

345.70 

Bxpense  of  depositing  public  moneys 

10.76 

Total 

3,977.61 

LANDER,  WYO. 


Ezoeas  pa3rm6nt8  on  homestead,  tlmber- 
culture,and  other  entries  and  locations 

7 
24 

7 

10.28 
3,663.78 

[1.280.32] 

§12.87 
915.96 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

Pinal  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

1.280.40 

Total  cash  sales 

38 

68 
11 
74 
11 

3,674.06 

8.807.27 
[1,750.32] 
11,702.21 

2,209.22 

Original  homestead  entries 

65.97 

$566.00 

ovD. OB 

Pinal  homestead  entries . 

66.97 

Btat4^RAlArtiOT18  .... 

148.00 
33.00 

41.29 

148.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Amount  receivea  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

88.00 

41.28 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

192 

24,273.64 

309.63 

787.29 

3,306.14 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis- 
ter and  receiver , ^ . . .  ^ 

1,666.12 

Incidental  expenses 

268.76 

iSxpenipe  nf  dAnnfdtiDg  p^hlin  m'^Tievs 

4».07 

Total 

1,962.95 

330    BEPOBT  OF  COMMiaSKHffiB  OF   OESfi&Al.  JJLSD  09VKX. 

Statement  of  the  business  transacted  at  local  land  offices^  etc, — Contmiied. 

SUNDANCE,  WYO. 

[The  area  in  brackets  ia  not  incladed  in  the  anregate  by  States,  harinir  been  acooonted  for  in 

the  origual  entries.] 


Class  of  entry. 

Num- 
ber. 

ACT-.         <^S!" 

1 

Fee& 

Amount 

Sales  of  land  atnnblio  auction 

5 

1 
1 

3 

1 
1 

1 

800. 00 

160.00 

40.00 

4.n 

120.00 
[40  00] 

[150.61] 

1250.(9 

Sales  of  timber  and  stone  lands _ 

400(0 

Sales  of  coal  lands 

406  00 

IBzcess  iMyments  on  homestead,  timber- 
cnlture.  and  other  entriesand  locations. 

SlK 

Original  entries  under  the  desert-land  act 

aioD 

Final  entries  under  the  desert-land  act. . 

4a  09 

Homestead  entries  commuted  to  cash 
under  section  2301,  Revised  Statutes. . . 

ma 

13 

85 
30 

8 

1 

37 
4 

1 

524.77 

13,313.60 

[4,208.72] 

[1,177.08] 

[160.00] 
5,631.82 

1,3S.I7 

1,3M.5 
1«L17 

Original  homestead  entries....... 

$499.27 
.    161.17 

1835.00 

Final  homestead  entries 

Final  entries  under  the  timber-culture 
laws 

SBLOO 

4.00 
74.00 

as.  00 

Lands  entered  with  military  bounty 
land  warranto 

4.00 

State  selections 

74.00 

Applications  to  purchase  coal  lands 

Applicationst  to  purchase  timber  and 
stone  lands 

12.00 
10.00 
72L71 

12.00 

moo 

Amount  received  for  reducing  testimony 
to  writing 

an 

■ 

Total  of  all  classes  of  entries  and 
amount  received  therefrom 

179 

19,470.28 

660.  U 

1,030.71 

3,QS.e 

Salaries,  fees,  and  commissions  of  regis* 
ter  ana  receiver 

1.891.6 

Incidental  expenses 

• 

3».tt 

Expense  of  depositing  public  moneys.... 

^7i 

Total 

2,907.05 

ILLINOIS. 


Original  homestead  entries. 


$10.00 


$12.00 


INDIANA. 


Final  homestead  entries. 


74.60 


$1.87 


11.87 
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Exhibit  A. — Statement  showing  the  total  amount  of  fees  and  commisinons  eol- 
lected  at  the  several  local  land  offices  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897; 
also  the  net  revenue  arising  tJierefrom  after  deducting  the  amounts  earned  atid 
paid  to  registers  and  receivers  as  compensation  for  services  rendered  during  same 
period. 


state  and  office. 


Alabama: 

Hnntsvllle  .... 
Montgomery. 

Alaska: 

Sitka 

Arizona: 

Prescott 

Tncson 

Arkansas: 

Camden 

Dardanelle  ... 

Harrison 

LiUleBock  .. 

California: 

Hamboldt.... 
Independence 
IiOfl  Anffeles.. 
MarvsYille  ... 

Redoing 

Sacramento . . 
San  Francisco 

Stockton 

Snsanyille 

Visalia 

Colorado: 

Akron 

Del  Norte.... 

Denver 

Dnrango 

Glen  wood  — 

Opnnison 

Hugo 

Lamar 

Leadville 

Montrose 

Pueblo 

Sterling 

Florida: 

Gainesville... 

Idaho: 

Blackfoot 

Boise 

CoBar  d^  Alene 

Hailey 

Lewiston 

Iowa: 

Des  Moines... 

Kansas: 

Colby 

Dodge  City... 

Topeka 

Wakeeney 

Louisiana; 

Natchitoches. 
New  Orleans . 

Michigan: 

Grayling 

Marquette — 


Amount  of 
fees  and  com- 
missions 
from 
all  sources. 


$6,829.83 
9,004.85 


30.00 


4,082.28 
2,683.88 


10,096.91 
2,060.32 

16,117.72 
6,747.66 


2.871.20 
1,114.38 
8,851.72 
1,837.26 
8,825.10 
8,271.10 
11,151.87 
8.335.88 
2,081.87 
6,004.40 


2,318.68 
1,875.14 

11,499.27 
2,451.35 
2,492.46 
968.07 
1,857.73 
1,062.78 
2.363.31 
2,794.29 

18,509.52 
958.50 


11,806.56 


S,  827. 29 
3,570.44 
5.245.54 
2.309.99 
9,963.13 


742.45 


4,959.23 
3,296.15 
2,230.63 
6,992.64 


3,883.61 
12,920.75 


82B.69 
4,165.67 


Total. 


Amount  paid 

registers 
and  receivers 
(salaries  and 
commis- 
sions). 


$15,834.68 
30.00 

6,665.69 


34,082.61 


43,794.78 


48,645.95 
11,806.66 


29,996.39 
742.45 


16,478.56 

16,804.36 

4,904.36 


$4,450.70 
5,508.88 


4.262.60 
S.  727. 94 


5,330.62 
1,978.20 
6,000.00 
3,972.20 


2,663.62 
l,9n.44 
6,000.00 
2.332.56 
4,055.20 
8,460.85 
6.000.00 
8,610.98 
8,346.64 
6,946.33 


2,888.66 
2,416.78 
6,549.47 
2,875.86 
8,313.38 
2,070.43 
2,172.97 
1,735.50 
8,302.10 
8,542.76 
6,000.00 
1,536.14 


6,000.00 


6,960.18 
8,063.52 
4,674.38 
2.400.04 
6,622.74 


1,758.27 


4,851.50 
3,804.68 
2,367.12 
5,641.76 


2,968.80 
6.000.00 


1,442.26 
3,365  54 


Total. 


$10,053.68 


6,090.64 


17,280.02 


39,288.57 


37,404.04 
6.000.00 


21,729.86 


1.758.27 


16.666.05 

8.968.80 
4,807.80 


Deficit. 


$434.05 


1,015.82 


186.50 


Revenue 

to  United 

States. 


$6,781.10 
30.00 


17.341.69 


4,501.21 


11,241.91 

5,808.56 


8,206.53 


7.835.56 


186.56 
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Exhibit  A. — Statement  showing  the  total  amount  of  fees  and  ccrnimisnonscoOedM 

at  the  several  land  offices,  ete.— <Jontinned. 


State  and  office. 


Minneeota: 

Crookston 

Daluth 

Marshall 

St.  Cloud 

Mississippi: 

Jackson 

Missouri: 

Boonville 

Iron  ton 

Springfield.... 

Montana: 

Bozeman 

Helena 

Lewistown .... 
Miles  City..... 
Missoula 

Nebraska 

Alliance 

Brokenbow 

Lincoln 

McCook 

North  PUtte.. 

O'Neill 

Sidney  

Valentine 

Nevada: 

Carson  City ... 

New  Mexico: 

Clayton 

LasCmoes... 

Boewell 

Santa  Fe 

North  Dakota: 

Bismarck 

DevirsLake... 

Fargo 

Grand  Forks.. 
Minot , 

Oklahoma: 

Alva 

Enid 

Guthrie 

Kingfisher 

Mangum 

Oklahoma 

Perry 

Woodward  .... 

Oregon: 

Bums 

Lagrande  

Lakeview 

Oregon  City... 

Roseburg 

The  Dalles 

South  Dakotas 

Aberdeen 

Chamberlain .. 

Huron 

Mitchell 

Pierre  

Rapid  City 

Water  town.... 

Dtah: 

Salt  Lake  City 


Amount  of 

fees  and  oom- 

misaions 

from 

all  sources. 


$19,890.60 

9,286.97 

2.283.47 

11.973.65 


18,474.33 


6,547.57 

4,701.48 

12,214.90 


5,248.92 
14,146.29 
3,149.83 
2,555.43 
5,540.64 


7.197.02 
2.701.60 
1.371.28 
8,024.00 
3,686.88 
8,238.67 
2, 189. 69 
4,551.61 


9,005.75 


8,460.78 
1,531.79 
1,878.83 
2,752.84 


11.751.67 
28,796.73 

9,335.13 
13.341.25 

4,570.96 


8,661.57 
6,423.60 
6,060.88 
8,618.74 
1,399.00 
U,  773. 16 
7.801.85 
5.544.39 


1,861.73 
6,596.89 
1,353  11 
7.426.09 
7.004.99 
7.295.91 


4.126.63 
6,142.49 
4,486.80 
6.551.22 
1,120.01 
6.832.08 
8.482.99 


13,232.31 


Total. 


$43,873.58 
18,474.33 

28, 46a  95 


30.641.11 


82,950.91 
9.005.75 


9,624.24 


67.795.74 


66,273.18 


30,538.73 


Amount  paid 

registers 
and  receirers 
(salaries  and 
commis- 
sions). 


36.742  17 
13.23S.31 


$5,850.11 
6,000.00 
2,616.90 
6.000.00 


6,000.00 


3,400.62 
2.794.06 
6,000.00 


4,802.82 
6.000.00 
3.000.94 
2,485.07 
5,027.00 


6,843.46 
2.604.20 
2.530.56 
8,620.02 
8,742  02 
4,808.36 
2,685.25 
3,585.38 


6,000.00 


2,9a5.46 
1,947.74 
2.608.80 
2.676.50 


6,000.00 
6.000.00 
6.000.00 
6.000.00 
2,625.78 


3.883.86 

o,  <nC«.  Ml 

6.345.16 
5,408.94 


5.917.89 
4.690.46 
3,216.33 


2  290.94 
4,887.24 
1,812.15 
6.000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 


3.522.72 

3,0»4.70 
4,149.78 
4,770  13 
1.574.96 
4.316  46 
6,534.20 


6.000.00 


Total. 


BeTcnoe 

toUnitod 
States. 


$10,966.41 


6,000.00 


12,203.68 


21,496.73    »,144.» 


20,400.25 


6.000.00 


10,906.60 


3.541.tf 


3,085.  la 


$684.35 


26,625.78 


32,452.54 


41.UB.9I 


26,000.83 


23,  sax  64 


26,882.01 


6,000.00 


3.5I8.» 


9.680. 14 


7.flS.>l 
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Exhibit  A. — Statement  shotoing  the  total  amount  of  fees  and  commissions  col- 
lected at  the  several  local  land  offices ^  etc, — Continned. 


State  and  office. 

Amount  of 
fees  and  com- 
missions 
from 
all  sources. 

Total. 

Amount  paid 

reKisters 
and  receivers 
(salaries  and 
commis- 
sions). 

Total. 

Deficit. 

Revenue 

to  United 

SUtes. 

• 

Washiiurton: 

Olympla .             

12,029.51 
8,300.54 
7,661.60 
9.888.  ?2 
9,047.07 
8,911.78 
4.445.97 

145,275.19 

12,601.06 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
6,000.00 
5,913.86 
8,570.38 
3,645.74 

133,73104 

4 

Seattle 

Spokanf* 

Vancouver - 

Walla  WaUa 

WatervUle 

$11,544.15 

WisconHin: 

Af^l^nd  -  -      -    

3,580.67 
6,740.26 
5,878.08 

8,578.28 
8,044.62 
3,472.30 

K^n  Clftire 

1 

10  Offik  "2(1  ' 

Wansaa 

16,206,01 

5,212.81 

Wyoming: 

Baffalo 

2,667.70 
4,308.41 
1,511  20 
8,14^193 
1.186.92 
1,700.15 

3,102  08 

16,727.76 



12. 309. 44 

Cheyenne 

4,470.44 
1,067.54 

3.621  no 

Douirlas 

E  yanston 

Lander  

i           I,' 666. 12 
!           1,801.62 

Sundance.. 

-...-....  ...... 

• 

Total 

678,465.68 

456,741.74 

4,531.06 

220,246.00 

Recapitulation ^  by  States  and  Tenntories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 
abandoned  military  reservations  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897 ,  the 
areas f  and  the  amount  received  therefrom ^  and  the  expenses  connected  therewith, 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area 
and  amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggre- 
gate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Ariasona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho  

Kansas 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico . . 
North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Utah 

WashinR^n  .. 
Wisconsin  — 
Wyoming 


Total 


Sales  of  lands  subject  to 
private  entry. 


En- 
tries. 


1 


84 
1 


Acres. 


60.73 

180.00 


40.00 


3,820.47 

80.00 


3 


93 


180.80 


30.18 
816.73 


4,656.00 


Amount 


887.16 
480.00 


50.00 


4,875.50 
200.00 


327.25 


07.05 
728.74 


6,844.60 


Sales  of  lands  at  public 
auction. 


En- 
tries. 


1 

ICO 

14 

27 

33 

2 

2 

22 

85 


21 
84 


42 
20 
14 
10 

2 
12 
54 

7 


502 


Acres. 


40.20 

3,661.41 

627.01 

1.081.04 

1,841.08 

73.84 

70.23 

1,435.30 

5,110.43 


1,478.84 
1,844.84 


2,146.85 
1,006.28 

845.07 

436.37 
51.00 

626.63 
3,133.30 

280.00 


26,060.25 


Amount. 


ISO.  26 

5,050.75 

844.29 

2,570.27 

2,720.72 

02.30 

00.04 

2,465.17 

7,680.20 


2,281.15 
8,090.70 


2,788.57 

3,054.44 

1,076.34 

676.80 

U6.00 

068.60 

4,435.57 

360.00 


40,283.25 


Sales  of  land  subject  to 
preemption  entry. 


En- 
tries. 


2 


7 
6 
0 


6 


43 
4 
2 

20 


14 
1 


24 


138 


Acres. 


200.40 


820.87 

742.01 

1,145.50 


627.71 


6,530.60 
660.00 
290.00 

2,086.72 


1,051.27 
160.40 


8,625.60 


18,647.67 


Amount. 


$250.50 


1,136.72 
1,277.62 
1,431.90 


784.64 


7,424.51 
700.00 
150.00 

8,832.10 


2,437.21 
200.50 


4,056.90 


24,582.68 
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Beeapitulatumj  by  Stales  and  TerriiarieSy  of  the  disposal  of  the  ptiblic  lands  and 

Abandoned  mUUary  restnxUions^  etc. — Contmnea. 


(The  areas  of  oonuniited  liaiiiesteadB,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  am  icd 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  ip'and  aggregate.) 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Arizona. 


Sales  of  timber  and  stone 
lands. 


Sales  of  mineral  lands. 


En-  I 

tries.  I 


Acres.     Amount. 


En   I 

trie*. 


Acres. 


Oalifomia 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Minnesota 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Mexico . . 
North  Dakota 

Oregon  

South  Dakota. 

Utah 

Washin^[ton . . 
WlBconsm  — 
Wyoming 


Total. 


SS  I  0.18r).n   ISS.951.7B 
2S  1  2.9^.54  I    7.408.86 


9        61«.57 

133  14.867.51 

13  j  1,053.  S» 


1.541.43 

37.169  04 

2,633.23 


18  •  2.110.3S 
10  i  1.417.89 
2  I  240.00 
.5.696.12 
1,040. «) 
1,400.00 


4>* 

9 

11 


5.275.80 
3,5U.74 
000.00 
14.240.38 
2, 6(1).  00 
3,500.00 


31 

4 

105 

657 

2 

81 


68.98 

1,473.38 

330.00 

,  4,119.62 

12,233.63 

81.59 

939.36 


Original  entries  under 
the  desert -land  art. 


Amoont. 


$345.00 

6,TBBi.60 

865.00 

13,995.00 

53,737.50 

205.00 

3.882.60 


108 
15 
U 


22 

61 

113 

14 


337  i40,609.95  101.525.26  1,230 


4,0B6.04 
431.99 
186.73 


768.42 
1.316.46 
4.156.70 

408.32 


31,199.22 


20,822.50 

2,205.00 

965.00 


3.570.00 

6,130.00 

18.9SO.00 

1,667.60 


40 

OB 
"iTO 


I 


7.003.85 


Amount 


Sl.WK 


10.068.19 
8,061.38 


487 


20,100.65 
76,'668.~45 


44 

19 

36 

1 

101 

30 


9,230.22 

903.42 

3.961  82 

100.00 

10,837.37 

3,024.23 


134,122.50 


15; 


1,208 


23,652  61 


174,201.19 


2.51191 
8.008.9 


4.98B.« 

'i9,'ii6.« 


2,aD7.e 

SI8.0 

9sr.ss 

2,7».S 
786.  S9 


6, 918.  IS 


43,513.17 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Iowa 

Kftl><MW 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota... 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota.... 

Utah 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Final  entries  under  the 
desert-land  act. 


En- 
tries. 


14 


44 

42 


67 


Total. 


163 


22 


14 


114 
11 


Td 


564 


Acres. 


[2,834.69] 


12,834.89 


[10,284.78] 
[7,607.16] 

[n,'3i8.*97] 


[30,270.42] 
[2.306.  Oij 


[1,840.51] 


[16,042.31)] 
[1.109.87] 


[13,738.76] 


Amount. 


17,206.20 
7,617.42 


11,821.48 


29,059.51 


Homestead  entries  com- 
muted to  cash  under 
section  2301,  Revised 
Statutes. 


En- 
tries. 


2,306.01 


1,840.51 


16,040.62 
1,404.35 


13,678.84 


[97, 443.  »i]  104,200.28  1,287 


55 
25 
36 
53 
38 
21 
29 
9 
9 
26 
66 
48 
81 
17 
76 
86 
19 
62 
325 
28 
41 
13 
40 
61 
23 


Acres. 


[ 


;6, 492. 181 
3, 608. 91 
3,685.41 
6,473.46 
'4,026.72 
'2,418.58' 
3,606.73 
[502.07" 

[1,076.40' 
2,513.23 
6.633.07 
4,324.02 

10,508.20 
1,020,01 

11,076.58 

10.367,09" 

'2,568.90 
8,208.72' 
7,845.13 
3,387.95 
5.654.08' 
l,398.n' 
5,280.04 
5,004.19 

^3,223.87 


I 


Amount. 


[160.381.20] 


IB.101.82 

5,747.26 

4,945.07 

8.823.85 

5,333.66 

3,125.61 

4,607.53 

1,205.18 

1,845.60 

3,282.28 

8,291.34 

6,823.86 

13,128.99 

1,275.01 

14,9^1.77 

18,888.91 

8,211.16 

10,346.84 

72,441.14 

4,286.46 

9,088.46 

1,942.14 

6,748.81 

7,207.18 

4,528.68 


223,891.73 


on  homsBtesd, 
timber-culture,  and 
other  entries. 


tries. 


lAmoofit 


231 
11 
96 

143 
92 

191 
86 


17 

821 
14 
02 

206 
00 
72 
70 
26 

181 
20 
76 
47 
33 

13U 
25 
31 


19 
14.86 
333.86 

517. 74 
302.  «S 
134.65 
256w06 


27.90 
731.24 

66.13 
448.38 
331.56 
241.64 
30L49 
201.00 

57  68 
614.88 

78.73 
845.69 
149.84 

62.21 
716.98 
163.74 

92.49 


1381.14 
174.  U 
417.a 

800  :s 

4CB.SI 

i66.n 

438.11 


2,273  6.496.83 


4434 
1,019(S 

70.19 
679.05 
411  iQ 
302.31 
4533 
2W.(B 

73  05 
808.88 

96. 9S 
487.;S 
191.00 

66.17 

1,08a  as 

288.  U 

118  53 


9.241  73 
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BeeapUulation,  by  States  and  Territories ,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  etc, — Continuea. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amoont  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  In  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.  ] 


State  or  Terri 
tory. 

Timber-culture    entries 
commuted  under  act 
Maira,  1891. 

Bales  of  coal  lands. 

Sales  of  town  sites. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

California 

14 
8 

10 
1 
3 
3 
7 
6 

[1.960.17] 
1,175.00 
1,313.00 
r4A.OO 

12,437.71 

1,468.76 

1,749.60 

60.00 

600.00 

449.01 

1,108.86 

1,061.06 

1 

8.81 

$11.01 

Colorado....... 

2 

211.40 

14,228.00 

Idaho    

Iowa 

Kannas. ,     ..... 

[480.00 
350. 18 
887.08 
840.83 

M1nnf^w>ta 

Montana 

6 

440.00 

8,000.00 

|^4»Kr&«1rfi 

New  Mftv^cf* 

21 

1 

'2,5ao.ii 

80.00 

26,501.16 
1,600.00 

North  Dakota 

6 
10 
6 
5 
6 
2 

[800.00] 
[1,353.44 

1,000.00 

2.090.17 

1.000.00 

700.14 

700.00 

248.08 

South  Dakota 

800.00 
660. 11 
660.00 
198.42 

Utah 

1 

1 
4 

36 

160.00 

40.00 

440.00 

3,200.00 

800.00 

6.800.00 

2 

444.95 

666.19 

Washington 

Wynminfr ... 

1 

40.00 

100.00 

Total 

86 

[U,317,23J   14,693.21 

3,901.51 

51,120.10 

4 

499.76 

667.20 

State  or  Terri- 

Sales of  abandoned  mili- 
tary reservations. 

Graduation  act. 

Supplemental  i>ayment. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

3 

10 
1 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Alabama 

[280.52] 
[1,120.00 
[120.00] 

$66.92 
400.00 

A  rlrnnnan        ,    

6 

[807.40] 

$167  73 

California       

160.00 

Florida            ...  . 

37 

lias.  00 

1.24 

Idaho    _  .......... 

1 
1 

1 

1.13 
[80.00] 
.75 
[56.70] 
20.00 
/    [506.35] 
\         a96 
1.40 

1.41 

Iowa          _- 

100.00 

ITanaAfl             . 

.94 

. .  ... 

70.87 

Missifisiinn 

1 

[85.21] 

17.60 

2 

8 
1 

81.64 

Missouri  

^. ......... 

}     407.76 
3.60 

WAiibinirt/m    .... 

• 

...    . 

• 

Total 

37 

•  ««  *••«•• 

132.00 

7 

[432.61] 

125.33 

28 

{[«.^.g]}i.a3.a 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Homestead  cash  entries. 

ComiMtitive  bids. 

Change  of  entries. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mjiiaouri    

1 

[40.00] 

Kebmaka 

1 

$1.00 
1.00 

North  Dakota 

OklAlimiiA 

10 

[1,609.24] 

$2,263.86 

OracpoTi 

2 

[160.00] 

1.00 

TntAl 

10 

[1,609.24] 

2,263.86 

3 

[160.00] 

3.00 

1 

[40.00] 
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Beoapitvlationf  by  States  and  Territories^  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations^  etc, — Ck>ntiniiea. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteada,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  area  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  tiie  grand  aggregate.] 


State  or  Terri 
tory. 

Cash  substitution. 

Act  of  July  23, 1866. 

Act  of  June  5,  1872. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount.  ^^ 

Acres. 

Amoant 

California 

1 

167.78 

$209.73 

Iowa 

[40.00] 

$50.00 

E^ansas 

1 

36.40 

$45.50 

Wisconsin 

1 

[120.001 

150.00 

Total 

1 

[160.00] 

200  00 

1 

167.78 

209.73 

.1 

36.40 

45.90 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Act  Mar.  1,1877 

Act  Jan.  18, 1881. 

Act  July  5, 1884. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
trien. 

Acres. 

Amoant 

California 

1 

280.00 

$860.00 

1 

159.27 

$396.17 

Utah 

1 

240.00 

$300  00 

Total 

1 

280.00 

350.00 

1 

159.27 

396.17 

1 

240.00         300  00 

State  or  Terrl- 
tery. 

Act  Mar.  3, 1887. 

Act  Sept.  29, 189a 

Act  Sept.  30«  1800 

En 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount 

California 

2 

4 

567.65 

:«o.oo 

$600  55 
900.00 

}  3,135.48 

160.50 

68 

14,806.12 

$18,257.66 

Colorado.. 

Iowa 

,3/ [1,256.70] 

w    w  •  •    * 

Kanww r., 

1 
1 
5 
2 

*{ 

1 

64.25 

[160.00] 
960  00 
120.00 

[164.40] 
480.00 
100.92 

Michigan 

"""•"••••• 

Minnesota 

1,206.66 
300.00 

}       805.50 

262.30 

Montana 

North  Dakota 

Oregon.. 

Utah 

448 

78,326.09 

96,68L04 

1 

40.00 

$50.00 

Washingtom 

5 

4 

524.23 

868.60 

855.29 
2,m.24 

68 

7,966.12 

9,836.48 

Wisconsin 

Total 

«{ 

[1,581.10] 
4,270.87 

}l0,d89.86 

684 

101,118.33 

124,675.13 

• 

1 

40.00 

SO.  00 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Act  Aug.  15, 1894. 

Act  Feb.  26, 1895. 

Act  Mar.  i;i885. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount 

Arkansas 

3 

16 

117.57 
929.58 

$146.96 
1,212.16 

California 

■•"•••"■•• 

5 

224.98 

$281.17 

Oregon 

10 

[1,131.53] 

$565.76 
17,806.66 

South  Dakota 

Total 

10 

[1,13153J   18,372.42 

19 

1,047.16 

i.aio.is 

6 

224.90 

281.17 
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Recapitulation^  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations^  etc, — Continnea. 

[The  areas  of  oommnted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

Act  Jan.  18. 1897. 

Sales  of  town  lots. 

Total  cash  sales. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount 
received. 

290 
2 
223 
171 
627 
967 
251 
415 
24 
34 
347 
104 
372 
290 
170 
1,069 
201 
15 
U5 
334 
418 
684 
177 
388 
408 
157 
300 

838.89 

68.98 

12,843.89 

1,399.38 

43.824.87 

26,769.34 

216.24 

23,293.19 

225.32 

208.53 

761.24 

1,681.62 

22,014.08 

351.66 

4,066.07 

90,274.71 

2,106.34 

431.99 

12.284.64 

7,300.32 

6.333.62 

88,530.49 

3,640.96 

16,222.23 

2i,588.76 

5,521.86 

25,906.10 

$8,698.68 
345  00 

Alaska 

Arizona . 

22  750  49 

7,716.41 
93.933.27 

California 

. 

Colorado 

87,251.39 

Florida 

3, 63^.  46 

Idaho  ......   . . 

30,432.60 

Iowa 

4,540.66 

Ki^n"n9  , 

2,295.82 

Xjouifliana  . . , , 

4,322.16 

Michigan    ,      

10,876.69 

Minno^ta  - 

.......... 

64,744.39 

Mifwiwiippi  ... 

18,640.00 
6,8u0.57 

7Ul"f*nnn  _ .  

Uontana 

107,296.89 

Nebraska 

18,468.69 

Nevada  

2,206.00 
36,513.96 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

21.481.87 

33 

5,248.61 

$1,812.82 

81,201.85 

Oregon  .. . 

117,638.37 

South  Dakota 

38. 523. 16 

TTtfth 

45,230.62 

Wasbinfirton 

18 

$1,626.00 

45.675.16 

Wisconsin 

17.668.83 

W  Yominif  -.-,.. 

86.237.26 

Total 

33 

6,248.61 

1,312.82 

18 

1,526.00 

8,582 

419,062.02  917.911.19 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico  . . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Utah 

Washington... 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 


Original  entries  of  lands  under  the  homestead 

laws. 


En- 
tries. 


1,098 

2SSi 

2,571 

1,594 

1,156 

7(V4 

1,495 

2 


Acres. 


110,286.79 

32,605.09 

295,969.90 

228,504.77 

172,628.76 

90,495.46 

211,197.61 

80 


12 

451 

976 

314 

2,641 

1.106 

2,012 

1,2!J9 

1,809 

5 

425 

3,961 

3,387 

1,139 

1,817 

628 

1,490 

1,158 

461 


906.96 

60,624.61 
106,173.42 

33,084.74 
846,277.28 
111,609.19 
196,360.05 
187,148.84 
191.701.46 
680.00 

62,857.60 
610,746.10 
495,200.15 
164,088.93 
287.006.00 

77,328.31 
212.084.44 
117,505.49 

71,158.90 


Commis- 
sions. 


$2,755.70 
1,686.50 
7,483.19 

10,660.14 

7,077.32 

2,267.30 

8,629.53 

2.00 


33,250  4,452.289.84 


45.14 

2,319.26 

2,937.82 

830.36 

10,073.95 
2,822.54 
6. 180. 46 
8,757.32 
6, 183. 72 
33.00 
2,388.40 

17,917.42 

12,383.23 
6,861. 66 
7,a53.52 
3,071.46 

10,535.46 
3,925.31 
3,124.79 


Fees. 


$7,960.00 

2,130.00 

20,380.00 

14,785.00 

11,080.00 

6.185.00 

13,815.00 

10.00 


146,656.56 


75.00 

3.925.00 

7,770.00 

2,400.00 

23,0530.00 

8,190.00 

14.370 

11,995 

12,345 

45 

4,025 

38,645 

31,540 

10,625 

17-,  215 

4.960 

U3,770 

8,536 

4,405 


Total  fees 
and  com- 
missions. 


$10,715.70 

3,765.50 

27,863.19 

25,345.14 

18,157.32 

8,452.30 

22,444.53 

12.00 


120.14 

6,244.26 
10,707.82 

3,230.36 
33.1(X195 
11,012.54 
19,550.46 
20, 752. 32 
17,628.72 
78.00 

6,41:3.46 
56,562.42 
43,923.23 
17,486.66 
25,068.62 

8,031.46 
24,305.46 
12.480.31 

7,619.79 


294,320  440,976.56 


Final  homestead  entries. 


En- 
tries. 


1,416 

93 

1,480 

1,197 

664 

736 

507 


2 

19 
628 

1,269 
177 
781 

1,502 
877 

d'S 

1,000 

9 

278 

831 

1,470 

1,195 
709 
252 

1,775 
36:3 


Acres. 


[1.56,587.94] 
[13.407.90 

[176,215.19 
177, 06:3. 25" 
101,683.18' 
[95,766.93' 
'75,225.58 


[74. 60 

[1,560.44 

[95, 18:3. 74 

[161,4(55.07] 

[23,448.02' 

[100,819.93^ 

[202, 058.  48 

96, 836. 23 

»'>.523.(»2 

53,004.08 


[ 


409.9:2 
686.37 


[il, 
128,:384.83 


,224.049.71 

"178,001.9 

'107. 799. 68' 

[35,402.87" 

[256.075.81" 

[:38,883.51 

[40,086.35 


Commis- 
sions 


$3,915.90 
625.81 
4.4S1.12 
8.686.96 
4,363.91 
2,406.01 
3,095.71 


20,115    [2,778.-l(>4.20] 


1.87 

77.58 

3.309.76 

4,655.00 

693.03 

3.949.1H 

6,0t*K47 

2,tM)8.52 

.4,013. 50 

4,575.44 

82.98 

1,604.08 

4.117.84 

5.804.75 

7,793.99 

2,794.05 

1,609.52 

13,96:3.95 

1,312.36 

1,693.61 


97,557.66 


6546- 


22 
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Recapittdation,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  biidf  and 

c&andoned  niiliiarjf  reservations,  etc — ^Ck>ntiiiiiiea. 


[Tlie  areas  of  oommiitodhomastoadB,  final  lioiiiesteads.  and  final  deaert  entries,  and  the  ana  nd 
amovnt  <rf  Indian  land  and  otlier  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  tiie  inland  aggngfiA,] 


Original  entries  of  lands  under  the  timber- 
culture  laws. 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


En> 

triesw ' 

I 
I 


A.cres. 


Reps- 
ters,and, 

receiv-  ; 
ers^fees-i 


Govern- 
ment 
fees. 


Oslifomia 
Colorado  _ 

Idaho 

Iowa 


Louisiana 

Minnesota 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico... 
North  Dakota. 

Oreeon 

South  Dakota . 
Utah. 


1 
1 


150.83 
100.00 


$4.00 
4.00 


flOOO 
10.00 


Washinirton. 
Wyoming ... 


Total 


3 


3».77  j       1«.00 


25.00 


64«.ei 


30.00 


45.00 


Final  timber-culture  entiw. 


Total. 


$14.00 
14.00 


37.00 


65.00 


En- 
tries. 


Ao-es. 


4 

37 

384 

S3 

5 

854 

9 

78 

2» 

1,281 

7 

1,017 

1^ 

860 

26 

136 

33 


4,938 


Feei. 


[640.00] 

[4,506.75 

[58,931.34 

[2.951.43; 

[284.31 

[128.139.86; 

[1.440.00 

[6,96B.10 

[3,878.61 
[196.537.14 

[1,130.00  • 
[156. 335.  U 
[18.659.52 
[139, 298.  n 

£3.144.56  1 
[20. 599. » 

[4,64A.93]' 


flltt 

Ikoo 

1.532.(0 
3.411Q0 

aw 

U2.00 
5.1Si(ID 

4,0KlI» 
S0i<l) 

3.55SlS; 
lOLOa 

ISLtt 


[749.127.69]!  19,743.« 


State    or    Terri- 
tory. 


Lands  entered  with  mil- 
itary bounty-land 


Arizona... 
Oslifornia. 

Colorado.. 

Florida  ... 

Lot 


Michigan  . 

Minnesota 
Missouri 


En-  ■ 
tries. 


1 
1 

4 

4 
1 


10 


Acres. 


Fees. 


Lands    entered     with 

agricultural  ocd- 

lege  scrip. 


En- 
tries. 


i 


120.00 

[i-ao-oo]! 

[640.00]^ 

[3».12] 

[13S.16] 

[400.00]'\ 

40.00  / 

[560.00]  \ 

400.00  [/ 

aao.oo 


$3.00 

3.a> 

16.00 

10.  (JO 

4.00 

10.00 

34 

8 


New  Mexico.. 

North  Dakoto 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Washington.. 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


( 


1 


1 


[40.00]  \ 
300.00  ,/ 


8 


[180.00]! 
231.00 


4 
6 


[160.  W] 


TotiU  ■      :15   ,n-<511.3Sl  V 


110 


Acres. 


[80.00] 


Fees. 


$4.00 


Lan^  entered  with  pri- 
vate land  scrip. 


En-  ! 
tries. 


54  ! 


Acres. 


1.219.00 


Fees. 


[522. 74]  \ 
160.00  !/ 


o  \(      [160.00]  1 

*  I        636.76  / 

f 


ao  I  [3,289.19]  \ 
**  1        T96.75  J 


108 


4,293.03 

[400.00] 


40.00 


[80.00] 


^^   I    7,185.64   / 
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JSecapitttlation,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 
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[The  areas  of  oommnted  homesteadB,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

State  selections. 

Railroad  selections. 

Indian  allotments. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

Alahama 

1 

40 

12.00 

Arizona 

572 

45 

273 

683 

2 
547 
360 

8 
338 
266 
295 

6 
4.060 

9 
89 

91,618.96 

7.024.14 

42,579.52 

108,877.71 

281.29 

86,526.60 

55,770.65 

166.84 

52,696.93 

42,371.55 

46,318.86 

639.92 

647.896.54 

1.313.81 

13,766.86 

$1,144.00 

90.00 

546.00 

1,366.00 

4.00 

1.094.00 

700.00 

8.00 

676.00 

532.00 

500.00 

10.00 

8.100.00 

18.00 

178.00 

■ 

Galifomia 

Colorado 

436 

116 

2 

223 

46,615.03 

18,400.76 

165.62 

33,964.47 

872.00 

232.00 

4.00 

446.00 

191 

30,027.70 

Florida 

Idaho 

y^nwaa 

19 

2 

144 

91 

1,906.07 

299.01 

23,027.80 

14,283.44 

88.00 

4.00 

288.00 

182.00 

If  Inp^yu^tA . 

Mffli^iftfripni  _ .     _ 

M^^ntana 

20 

3,093.89 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

236 
21 

329 

173 
72 

184 

26.496.33 
2,995.08 
41.853.50 
27,606.14 
11.905.96 
28,626.98 

472.00 
42.00 
ft58.00 
346.00 
144.00 
378.00 

North  Dakota.... 
Oregon 

12 
6 

1,280 
960 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

293 
Ti\ 
185 
988 

46,657.62 
114.868.55 

29,552.21 
149,632.69 

586.00 
1,462.00 

370.25 
1,876.00 

Washington 

^^isconsin 

33 

1 

4,856.26 
64.26 

Wyoming       

88A 

133,114.91 

1.669.00 

Total 

2,885 

411,200 

5,777.a)  9,674 

1,538,464.23 

19,350.25 

263 

40,302.10 

State  or  Terri- 

Sioux half-breed  scrip 
locations. 

Chippewa  half-breed     \  Lands  en tered  under  the 
scrip  locations.          1            donation  act. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

1 
4 
1 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

ITees. 

Idahn  ,    ,..,. 

40.00 

281.20 
80.00 

i 

MinnAfintA. .  _ 

! 

New  Mexico    .  r  - 

" 



North  Dakota 

4  ;      640.00 

Oreiron       

1 

6 

947.50 

$45.00 

South  Dakota 

1 

40.00 

1 

Wawhiufirto'i  . . ,  -  - , 

1 

320.00 

10.00 

Wisconsin   

1 

160.00 

1 

Total 

8 

601.20 

4         040.00 

7 

1,287.50 

65.00 

State  or  Terri- 

Small holdings  (act  Mar. 
3,  1891). 

Wagon-rood  selections. 

Final  commissions  on  In- 
dian lands  ( cash  entries ) . 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Nebraska      

$52.96 

New  Mexico 

0 

173.90 

Oklahoma 

473.08 

Orearon 

505 

79,799.70  11.010. 11) 

South  Dakota 



9.02 

1 

' 

Total 

6 

173.90 

505 

79,799.70 

1,010.00 

535.06 
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Recapitulation,  by  States  and  Territories^  of  the  disposal  of  the  pul)iie  landt  aad 

fWandoned  military  reservations^  etc. — Continned. 


I  The  areas  of  commiited  homesteads.,  final 
amoant  of  Indian  land  and  other 


in 


and  final  desert 
not  included  in  the 


entrisB,  and  the  ares  ttd 


Swai 

T6tnl  miaeellaneans  entries. 

State  vr  Territory. 

En- 
tr>?^ 

A^ 

Amoant. 

En- 
tries. 

*                      Amoact 
pecwreA 

i  1«1mii^                         .    .... 

*515 

9Si 

4.*  US 

3.7S 

a.  Oil 

l.oi»- 
**?> 

X  ■> 

::  ^^^ 

*  »«• 

;  «6 
-  •  "-«* 

1  iS 

110.an^7»      |14,C&.A 

l:S.tf3.(M         a.5ia 

ATlX^MHm  «-.----  ..-.-----«-■ 

9^9ftC04        32.13131 

I'^lifi'V^lU              

l^1&.  It.  » 



47?.HfM.«l        3SL«fL19 

t'\-»*   vj  ^-1«>                                   

a»,'>57.S 
44J!i.4^o  ^ 

Si.  0573 

F\«Sti*              -• 

JS:.»JL4S 



16*C«.a 

1  :*>w>                            

Za,7*^.m  '      27, 112. 24 

r"''v>fi*     

1  SSL  > 

* 

1 

2.»a  9»  I         i*m 

t-A^rftaa 

— 

»*>no;          i< 

1  wa^                                   .     

1.7r»»73            217  S 

r  ■juufct.         ^ 

ii<.ab&as !    uKooe 

U,~i<iiaa 

X--.urfc3: 

X  -rv^*"^*          --    ~« 

X^<>-=*<-vt  ■      ---    

X^s.c.r.                          - 
X  »2  "^-n*  .       .    .       ~       ■ 

• 

•  *  • 

V. 

« 
• 

> 

K9.««  »  ;      15l34i$.« 

7*:o,>Ta.56  .    38.ac^» 

177.-^57:      K.e5»i| 

-.  __„ 

.-, — 

2&:.9&t.«        dLSl« 

»1V.T:5?        27.30112 

«r^,-C4.*T          8,:31» 

«7.  *•!.»}          S.044.H 

•TiTlTiM         64.flt35 

1  as-  > 

ft5L3f«.Ui      5»?,(ril<l5 
3<i.7W.^        27.(74  6S 





2H-*>1  14        31,7n^l« 

Xl    ^.^"^  -V-'  \I 





»L'-i>*        40.706.41 
U-     :=L71         14.1C.« 

'^.5>fc 

^*  c:.  :i 

.  — 

"-* 

7.Sft.3»ft.73      5iS,lS3.10 

^«*V      '-   '^'^'.-^                  -• 

-.^     -^ 

r      i 
:rt  .... 

«  . . .  ^ 

39   

^in^' 

3^«      F-«.     N 

jneralap- 
licatioos. 

5:;. 

?>«-«. 

o.      Fees. 

N 

3 



* 

'   5 

1   

7            70 

*S       l*f        1.2» 
995        9.9a 

2         a 

-      »          w 

V 

• ] 

V 
V 

1     11^1 

W    

1 

SN 

1!*       IT 
«    

u      in 

3> 

h 

3) 

U 

1<C* 



1 

-I!     I   "1     1 

»        1.5W 

34" 3i6 

12^         U» 

isl ia 

S4           340 

«0        1,M 
6            00 

"i  irt 

■V 

1 

1 

1% 

477 



2              « 

ISC     Tii 

2.3>i 

4 

« 

i             »   1.M5      i«.4S0 
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Recapitulaiion,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  etc, — Continnea. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.  J 


State  or  Territory. 

Mineral  pro- 
tests. 

Applications 

for  timber  and 

stone  lands. 

Fees  re- 
ceived for 
reducing 
testimony 
to  writing, 
etc. 

Total  miscellaneous 
filings  and  fees. 

Total 
amount  of 
fees  and 
commis- 
sions from 
all  sources. 

No. 

Fees. 

No. 

Fees. 

Number 
filings. 

Amount. 

Alabama 

$1,201.06 

$1,201.06 

30.00 

1.001.28 

2,188.20 

8. 198. 68 

2?.tf78.?2 

082.25 

2,764.15 

$15,834.68 
30.00 

Alaska 

1 

3 

53 

24 

25ii 

2,025 

2 

97 

Arizona 

13 
3 
0 

$130.00 
3r).00 
Ml  mi 

478.28 
2,06r).20 
5.900.68 
5,934.72 

012.25 
2,156.15 

6  655  50 

Arkansas  .       ,  . , . 

34,622.61 

Op^li'ornift 

89 
24 

$800.00 
240.00 

43,704.78 
48,645.05 
11,808.56 
29,036.30 
12.00 

Colorado 

54^    a  4M)  m 

Florida 

Idaho 

1 

10.00 

8 

80.00 

nHnoiii 

TndiaPA      .   . 

1.87 

Iowa 

524.73 
2,734.53 
1,455.54 
1,156.07 
2,862.50 
1,651.32 
1.284.07 
1.010.20 
5,627.70 
0.77 
1,084.70 
2,827.4^ 
6,180.12 
2.4K5.0: 
4.087.01 

597. 313 
3.812.78 
1.057.09 

900.91 



524.73 
2,806.63 
1,456.54 
1,160.07 
5,290  50 
1,551.32 
1.296.97 
4,347.29 
5,646.79 

362.77 
1,578.70 
2.079.48 
6,272.12 
2,863.07 
4,969.01 
2,763  33 
4,568.78 
2,045.00 
1,523.01 

742,46 

Kansas 

87 

16.478.55 

Louisiana 

16,804.36 

Michigan 

"    2' 

268 

MinneV>ta 

239 

2.300.00 

43,873.58 
18,474.33 

Missiwippi 

Missoari. 

6 

373 

9 

36 

123 

76 

46 

49 

141 

2:» 

129 

12 

175 

23,463.06 

Montana  ...".. 

16 

160.00 

12 

120.00 

30.  ((41. 11 

Nebraska 

32,060  01 

Nevada 

1 

10.00 
130.00 

0.005.75 

New  Mexico 

0.624.24 

North  Dakota 

67,705.74 

Oklahoma 

66,273.18 

Oregon 

18 

12 
•> 

46 

8 

11 

460 

180.00 
120.  (X) 

20.00 
460.00 

80.00 
110.  CJO 

30.538.72 

South  Dakota 

Utah  

0 
44 

1 

90.00 

440.  (iO 

10.00 

36.742.17 
13,232.31 

Washington. 

Wisconsin 

45.276.10 

16,206.01 

Wyoming 

2 

20.00 

14,618.31 

Total 

660 

6, 600.  a) 

4,690.00 

61,654.45 

4.167 

08,286.45 

678,460.55 

Aggregate  of  all  classes  of  en- 
tries, area  of  lands  disposed  of, 
and  receipts  from  all  sources. 

Exiienses  incident  to  the  disxKMuUs 
of  public  lands. 

State  and  Terri- 
tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

110,04.5.18 

68.08 

138.306.93 

304,:«8.37 

522,629.48 

326,836.57 

448,702.04 

355,  (HI.  87 

2,901.99 

280.00 

1,926.05 

116,608.79 

110,230.37 

35,270.73 
722,887.88 
178,  las.  13 
202,670.30 
841,229.56 
104.606.72 
675.506.86 

70,680.17 
624.474.26 
501.533.77 
391.330.16 
208.292.10 
152.114.12 
383.902.70 
I53,.'i;)7.07 
379.811.60 

Amount. 

Salaries 
and  com- 
missions of 
registers 

and 
receivers. 

$10,053.68 

Incidental 
expenses. 

Expense 
of  de- 
positing. 

Total  ex- 
penses. 

Alabama.. 

2,805 
5 
1,230 
4,201 
4,609 
6.003 
1.761 
3,308 
2 
2 
60 
2.354 
2,626 
602 
4.415 
3,308 
3,067 
3,731 
3,806 
4,  .351 
1,068 
6.2»}0 
6.321 
4,128 
3,913 
1.798 
4,802 
1,878 
3.013 

$34,433.31 

375.00 

29.306.08 

42,338.92 

137,728.05 

ia5,807.34 

15.442.02 

60,368.09 

12.00 

1.87 

5,283.11 

18,774.37 

21.126.52 

15,871.05 

08,117.07 

32.114.33 

30,324.52 

137,037.00 

61,410.60 

11,300.75 

45,138.19 

89.217.11 

137.474.53 

148,177.09 

75.285.33 

58,462.93 

90,050.35 

33,766.84 

40.755.67 

$4,002.64 

$13.15 

$14,600.37 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

6,090.54 
17,280.92 
30,203.57 
37,404.04 

6,000.00 
21,?20.86 

2,528.70 
5.643.00 
10, 105. 10 
11,027.15 
3.508.02 
4,364.00 

75.00 
287.00 
82.45 
30.65 
11.45 
02.80 

0.505.14 
23,410.02 

California 

40,481.21 

Colorado. 

48.470.84 

Florida 

Idp^h') 

0,600.47 
26,187.36 

Illinois 

Indiana 

f 

Iowa 

1,758.27 
16.665.06 

8,968.80 

4,807.80 
19.066.41 

6,000.00 
12,203.68 
21,406.73 
20.400.25 

6,000.00 
10.306.50 
26,625.78 
32,452.54 
26.000.33 
28,882.01 

6.(XK).00 
83,731.04 
10,005.20 
16,727.76 

716.24 
6,378.14 
4,844.20 
1,077.42 
8,510.48 
4,235.39 
4,573.85 
9.088.45 
6,008.10 
5  36 
2,726.20 
6,064.68 
15,757.68 
8,020  43 
0,093.65 
2,346.80 
8,067.43 
1.06:120 
3,218.03 

2.00 

8.20 

6.23 

12.30 

64.12 

17.50 

26.40 

11.36 

63.38 

44.15 

23.80 

112.58 

121.70 

168.57 

31.16 

2,476.6i 

Kanfias 

Louisiana 

22.051.30 
18,810.32 

Michigan 

6,707.a5 

Minnesota 

28,531.01 

Mississippi 

Missouri..*. 

Montana.  _ 

10,252.80 
16,803.43 
30,546.53 

Nebraska 

85,365.73 

Nevada 

6,040.51 

New  Mexico. 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

13.058.50 
32,803.04 
48.3:n.fl2 

Oregon  

36.068.33 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

36,00(^81 
8,346.80 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

107.36 

1.00 

182.21 

42,8a5.82 
12,060.40 

^^yoming 

20,1^.00 

Total 

84.645 

7, 7.5:),  006. 75     1 .  506. 2«0. 74 

456,741.74 

146,318.80 

1,676.30 

604,736.03 

1 

N.— MINERAL  DIVISION. 

This  division  haS  charge  of  the  following  work  : 
^li  Mineral  and  coal  entries. 

(2)  All  contests  and  quasi  contests  in  which  the  character,  whether 
agricultural  or  mineral,  of  the  public  lands  is  involved. 

(3)  Agricultural  filings  and  entries  in  which  the  question  of  the 
character  of  the  land  is  involved. 

(4)  Railroad  and  State  selections  referred  to  this  division  for  exam- 
ination as  to  the  character  of  the  land  selected  and  the  proximity  of 
such  selections  to  mineral  lands. 

(5)  Petitions  for  suit  by  the  United  States  to  set  aside  patents  on 
mining  and  coal  claims  and  on  all  mineral  and  coal  lands  which  are 
alleged  to  have  been  erroneously  or  fraudulently  patented  as  agricul- 
tural land. 

(6)  Certified  copies  of  papers,  plats,  and  records  relating  to  mineral 
lands  or  coal  lands. 

(7)  Relinquishments  and  amendments  of  entries  or  filings  in  which 
the  character  of  the  land  is  in  question. 

(8)  Correspondence  and  instructions  to  registers  and  receivers  and 
United  States  surveyors-general  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  disposal 
of  mineral  and  coal  lands. 

(9)  The  preparation,  recording,  and  transmitting  of  aU  mineral  and 
coal  patents. 

(10)  Charge  of  the  work  of  the  twelve  mineral  land  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  February  26,  1895  (28  Stat.  L.,  683),  to 
classify  the  granted  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company's  grants  in  the  mineral  districts  of  Bozeman, 
Helena,  and  Missoula,  in  Montana,  and  Coeur  d'Alene,  in  Idaho. 

(11)  Examination  of  bonds  of  United  States  deputy  mineral  sur- 
veyors. 

Entries  and  filings^  made  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1S97. 

Mineral  entries  made 1,336 

Mineral  applications  made 1.  W5 

Adverse  claims  filed - — WO 

Coal  entries  made ^36 

Coal  filings  made - -•  —  «^ 

Work  received  during  the  year: 

Mineral  contests  received ^ 

Qnasi  contests  received *» 

Agricnltnral  entries  received: 

Originals - 2 

Finals. f° 

List  of  selections  received,  acres 3, 374,  T^l-J^ 

Letters  received ^'"^ 
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Work  done  during  the  year : 

Mineral  patents  issued 

Lode,  mul-site,  and  placer  claims  included  in  the  above  patents 

Coal  patents  issued 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  approved,  but  not  yet  patented . . 

Current  mineral  and  coal  entries  examined 

Suspended  mineral  and  coal  entries  examined _ 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  canceled 

Coal  declaratory  statements  canceled. 

Contests  decided  subject  to ax»i)eal 

Contests  finally  closed ." 

Quasi  contests  decided  subject  to  appeal 

Quasi  contests  finally  closed 

Agricultural  cases  examined  and  referred 

Agricultural  cases  examined  and  suspended 

Lists  of  selections  examined  and  referred,  acres 3, 

Cases  referred  to  the  Department 

Letters  docketed- 

Letters  written 

Hearings  ordered 

Pages  of  official  copy  written 

Pages  certified  copy  written 

Pages  of  patents  recorded 

Pages  of  press  copy  transcribed  into  record  books 

Bonds  of  deputy  mineral  surveyors  examined. 

Mineral  applications  (final  proof  not  made)  examined 


1,085 

2,026 

82 

42 

1,104 

622 

42 

878 

•  57 

67 

227 

280 

186 

71 

374,701.12 

121 

8,008 

6,027 

107 

1,887 

8,144 

5,472 

28,851 

220 

106 


The  patents  issued  during  the  year  are  for  lands  in  the  States  and 
Territories  given  in  the  following  table: 


state  or  Territory. 

Coal 
patents. 

Area. 

Mineral 
and  mill- 
site  pat- 
ents. 

Mineral 
and  mill- 
site 
claims. 

Mineral 
area. 

Alaska 

Acres. 

o 

27 

8 

74 

577 

2 

42 

157 

22 

5 

14 

n 
i 

30 

4 

116 

1,108 

2 

76 

284 

45 

17 

18 

Acres. 
49.02 

AriKnna                                                                    .  ,    . 

(^.167 

Arkannaa 

331.83 

California : 

1 
i 

-40 
470.83 

4.40(3.205 

Ck>lorado 

10,943.722 

THnHift 

320 

Idaho 

1,096.161 

Mrtntana  .  ,    

5 

440 

4,863.294 

l^evada  

533.06 

New  Mexico 

13 

1 
1 

1,780.25 

120 

80 

239.913 

Oregon 

696.05 

North  Dakota 

South  Dakota 

64 

78 

10 

8 

156 
172 

11 

1,881.566 

Utah 

3 
2 
2 

a55.51 

120 

200 

2,206.830 

Washinfrton 

331.759 

Wyoming 

^9.025 

Total 

38 

3.006.59 

1.085 

2,026 

28, 756. 472 

The  condition  of  the  work  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  as 

follows: 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  nnexamined 230 

Mineral  and  coal  entries  examined  and  in  suspended  files 522 

Mineral  contests  nnexamined  _  5 

Total  contests  not  finally  disposed  of 08 

Qnasi  contests  nnexamined 16 

Tottd  qnasi  contests  not  finally  disposed  of 105 

Agrictutnral  cases  examined  and  suspended 71 

Final',  pending 1 

Original,  pending 00 
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Recapitulation  of  tcork  received^  done,  and  on  hand. 

Current  mineral  and  coal  entries: 

On  hand  Jnlj;  1,1896. 175 

Received  during  year. "II  1.258 

— *- 1,431 

Approved  during  year _ _ 59g 

Suspended  during  year \\[[[]\\[\      598 

•    Remaining  on  hand  unexamined 239 

Suspended  mineral  and  coal  entries: 

On  hand  July  1,1 896 _ 574 

Added  by  suspension _ 59g 

Added  by  reinstatement .-  'TT   '. !.  ~".  ^  14 

Approved  during  year ^22 

Canceled  _. ...III .  42 

664 

Remaining  suspended- 522 

Net  reduction  ...: l~l\ll'][][[ o2 

Contest  cases: 

Onhand  July  1,1896 gg 

Received  during  year .[/..[  66     ' 

Reopened [/.  1 

^     ^^    .  m 

Closed  dunng  year  _ ^ 

Remaining  for  final  action  (before  Depaitment  30) _ 98 

Quasi  contest  cases: 

On  hand  July  1, 1896 39 

Received  during  year ^q^ 

Reopened ^ 1 

m 

Closed  during  year 389 

Remaining  for  final  action  (before  Depai'tment  30) 105 

Agricultural  cases: 

Onhand  July  1, 1896  (finals  16,  originals  113) 129 

Received  during  year  (finals  78,  originals  79) 157 

S86 

Referred  during  year  (finals  93,  originals  93) 186 

Remaining  for  final  action  (finals  1,  originals  99) lOO 

286 

List  of  selections: 

On  hand  July  1,1896 - - 0 

Received  during  year -. acres  .  3,374.791.12 

Examined  and  referred ...do...  3,374,791.12 

Lands  classified  by  commissioners  under  act  of  February  26,  1895: 
Montana: 

Helena        acres  .  643,320 

Missoula.  - - ^o-  -       ^-^''^ 

Bozeman - - - ^o...  836,2o0 

^  (J^ur  d'Alene ^^--  ^''^^ 

TVTiile  there  is  a  fallin-  oif  in  the  number  of  entries  patents  yet 
the  amount  of  work  done  will  compai^  favorably  with  that  of  the 
years  1894,  1895,  and  189G.  ..     _,   ,      .,  ^  _:„.«i 

^  The  mining  industry,  it  appears,  a^  ^''''^?^^^h^^  h?^.,T^^ 
entries  received,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  work  m  this  division,  has 
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reached  its  lowest  point  and  is  now  on  the  upgrade.  The  letters 
received  in  the  division  from  individuals  and  corporations  clearly 
show  an  active  and  increased  interest  in  mining  throughout  the  coun- 
try, it  not  being  confined  to  the  mining  districts  and  localities. 

No  mining  claims  from  the  upper  Yukon  district  in  Alaska  have 
been  received,  but  numerous  inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the 
reported  discoveries  of  mineral  in  that  locality,  and  sufficient  has 
developed  to  show  that  many  locations  under  the  mining  laws  are 
being  made  along  the  upper  Yukon  and  its  tributaries.  It  would  be 
a  hardship  upon  these  claimants  to  require  that  they  file  their  claims 
in  the  land  office  at  Sitka.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  another 
land  district  embracing  this  part  of  Alaska  should  be  formed  at  an 
early  date,  as  provided  by  section  4  of  the  act  approved  July  24, 1897, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  section  8  of  the  act  entitled  *An  act  pro- 
viding a  civil  government  for  Alaska,'"  etc. 

For  a  number  of  years  following  the  ruling  made  in  Department 
circular  of  December  4,  1884,  as  to  the  right  of  a  lode  claimant  to 
establish  the  end  line  of  his  survey  wholly  within  the  lines  of  a  con- 
flicting survey  (see  paragraphs  50  and  51  mining  circular  approved 
December  10, 1891),  surveys  found  defective  thereunder  were  amended 
in  accordance  with  the  intention  and  spirit  of  the  rule.  But  during 
the  past  year  a  practice  has  grown  up,  sanctioned  by  the  local  courts 
and  acquiesced  in  by  this  office,  by  which  the  requirements  of  said 
paragraphs  50  and  51  are  evaded  and  practically  annulled.  It  is,  to 
have  one  conflicting  claim  relinquish  to  the  other  a  small  tract  on  the 
center  of  the  end  line  in  question.  These  tracts  so  relinquished  con- 
tain but  a  small  fraction  in  area,  usually  a  tract  10  by  10  feet  or  5  by 
20  feet.  The  result  is  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases  amendment  of 
survey  is  required  to  show  these  small  relinquished  tracts.  On  this 
subject  I  quote  from  office  report  for  1893,  page  388: 

The  practice  which  ptrevails  to  a  considerable  extent  of  relinqnishments  by 
claimants  after  application  of  small  tracts  for  the  sole  purpose  of  enabling  other 
claims  otherwise  inyalid  to  be  made,  is  wrong,  involves  this  office  in  much  xmnec- 
essary  labor,  and  will  not  be  encouraged.  In  other  words,  if  no  adverse  claims 
shall  have  been  filed  with  the  register  during  the  period  of  publication,  or  if  so 
filed,  judgment  is  rendered,  as  in  this  case,  in  favor  of  defendant,  it  shall  be 
assumed  that  the  applicant  for  patent  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  entire  area  of 
the  claim  (section  ^25,  Revised  Statutes,  United  States) ,  and  he  shall  proceed  to 
patent  for  the  whole  of  the  claim  as  he  is  entitled  so  to  do.  (Commissioner  Carter 
to  register  and  receiver,  Glen  wood  Springs,  Colo.,  November  17,  1891.) 

This  holding,  however,  was  overruled  by  decision  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  in  case  of  the  Adams  lode  (16  L.  D.,  233). 

It  is  recommended  that  section  2322  of  the  Revised  Statutes  be 
amended  to  substantially  meet  the  opinion  as  expressed  in  said  office 
letter  of  November  17,  1891,  or  that  the  office  return  to  the  practice 
prevailing  prior  to  said  circular  instructions  of  December  4,  1884. 
The  latter  is  preferred  to  the  present  condition. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  this  report  that  no  cases  have  been  submitted 
to  the  board  of  equitable  adjudication  during  the  year.  In  office 
order  dated  April  13,  1893,  it  was  stated  that,  '*No  case  with  mate- 
rial defects  should  be  submitted  where  the  defects  can  be  cured." 
Under  this  order  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  defects  can  be  cured  by 
republication  it  is  not  a  case  for  the  board.  Under  this  strict  appli- 
cation of  the  law,  and  office  order  of  November  14,  1894,  an  order  in 
effect  to  clear  the  files  of  suspended  entries,  more  than  500  mineral 
entries  have  been  canceled.  Thirty-eight  of  these  have  since  been 
reinstated  upon  a  more  thorough  examination  made  and  a  number  of 
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petitions  for  reinstatement  are  pending.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
that  a  more  liberal  policy  be  adopted,  one  that  will  give  to  claimante 
the  fullest  relief  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  law. 

In  the  circular  approved  December  9,  1882  (1  L.  D.,  694),  itww 
provided  that — 

No  application  by  an  association  of  persons  for  patent  to  a  placer  claim  win  be 
allowea  to  embrace  more  than  160  acres,  and  not  less  than  $500  worth  of  wort 
mnst  be  shown  to  have  been  expended  npon  or  for  the  benefit  of  each  sepuite 
location  embraced  in  such  application,  it  an  individnal  becomes  the  pnrchsser 
and  possessor  of  several  separate  claims  of  20  acres  each  or  less  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  include  in  his  application  for  patent  any  number  of  such  rtlaimg  cod- 
tignous  to  each  other,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  160  acres;  but  upon  or  for 
the  benefit  of  each  original  claim  or  location  so  embraced  he  or  his  granton  most 
have  expended  the  sum  of  $500  in  improvements. 

This  circular  was  overruled  by  the  decision  of  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary, dated  October  31,  1885,  in  the  case  of  the  Grood  Return  Mining 
Company,  reported  in  4  Land  Decisions,  page  221. 

Under  this  latter  ruling  it  has  been  the  practice  to  embrace  several 
claims  or  locations  in  one  application  for  patent  and  one  entry,  and 
one  patent  would  be  issued  therefor,  as  the  following  table  will  show: 


1888. 

1803. 

1«M. 

laoa. 

1 

1806.     imi. 

1 

Mineral  patents  issued - _ 

3,242 
4,670 

1,023 

2,584 

i,»n 

2,902 

1,242 
1,0S0 

1.476 
2.516 

IncUidinSr  clftimfi  or  locations .  .      

&,ua> 

ljaa.lto 
i  June  301 
1»T. 

Mineral  entries  received 

1,414 

Including  claims  or  locations 

» 

It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  applications  and  entries  average 
about  two  claims  or  locations  each.  If  each  application  embraced 
just  two  claims,  the  practice  would  not  be  so  very  objectionable;  but 
an  examination  will  show  that  many  applications  are  made  for  single 
locations  only,  these  usually  by  companies  or  individuals  operatiig 
in  a  moderate  way,  while  those  applications  made  by  individuals  or 
corporations  operating  on  a  larger  scale  are  made  to  include  almost 
*  any  number  of  claims  or  locations,  provided  only  that  they  are  con- 
tiguous to  each  other.  In  this  way  a  single  placer  application  and 
entry  is  made  to  cover  several  hundred  acres  and  to  extend  several 
miles  in  length,  usually  along  some  stream  or  water  course,  and  it  is 
of  record  that  in  one  case  an  application  was  made  for  forty-seven 
lotle  locations  which  were  all  included  in  one  entry  and  patent,  the 
record  of  the  patent  covering  42  pages.  It  is  true  that  this  was  an 
exc*eptional  case,  but  it  serves  to  show  what  may  lawfully  be  done. 

Complaint  is  made  by  individual  mining  prospectors  and  claimant^^— 
and  justly,  ttx),  it  would  appear — ^that  in  this  application  .of  the  law 
they  are  *l>eing  discriminated  against  and  in  favor  of  the  mining 
capUalists. 

Numerous  inquiries  are  l>eing  made,  some  by  registers  and  receiv- 
ers, showing  that  it  is  in  contemplation  in  the  future  to  go  still  far- 
ther in  the"  iH>nsi>lidation  of  claims.  One  received  through  the  local 
oOlwrs  a^ks  if  a  o^uupany  holding  .'i^iXX)  or  6,000  acres  of  placer  mining 
ground  may  embraoo  the  same  in  one  application  and  entry. 
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In  view  of  the  foregoing,  and  noting  the  fact  that  many  mining 
sjmdicates  are  already  in  the  field  competing  for  the  title  to  the  many 
individual  locations  which  are  just  now  being  made  on  the  rich  min- 
eral discoveries  in  Alaska,  it  is  recommended  that  the  law  be  amended 
so  as  to  prohibit  the  including  of  more  than  one  lode  claim,  or  more 
than  160  acres  of  placer  ground,  in  a  single  application  or  entry. 

DECISIONS  AND  RULINGS  UNDER  THE  MINERAL  AND  COAL  LAND  LAWS. 

Advertte  claim— Judicial  proceedings, — In  determining  whether  an  adverse  judi- 
cial proceeding  has  been  institnted  within  the  statutory  period,  the  Department 
will  not  undertake  to  review  an  order  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  recog- 
nizing the  initiation  of  such  proceedings  within  said  period  while  the  suit  so 
b^un  is  pending  within  said  court.     (Catron  et  al.  v.  Lewishon,  23  L.  D.,20.) 

Adverse  claim — Protest — Appeal. — A  protest  against  a  mineral  application,  filed 
after  the  period  of  publication,  will  not  be  considered  by  the  t^partment  on 
appeals  unless  it  is  shown  that  the  protestant  has  an  interest  in  the  ground 
involved  and  that  the  law  has  not  been  complied  with  bv  the  applicant.  (Parsons 
et  al.  V.  Ellis,  23  L.  D.,  69.) 

Preference  right  of  entry. — The  preference  right  of  entry  conferred  by  section 
2d48,  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  is  dependent  upon  the  opening  and  improv- 
ing of  a  coal  mine  on  public  land  that  is  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  applicant. 
(Walker  v.  Taylor,  23  L.  D.,  110.) 

Reinstatement  of  entry — Relocation, — A  mineral  entry  canceled  without  notice 
to  the  entryman  must  be  reinstated  irrespective  of  any  intervening  adverse  claim. 

The  cancellation  of  a  mineral  entry  does  not  in  itself  render  the  ground  covered 
thereby  subject  to  relocation.  (McGowan  et  al.  v,  Alps  Consolidated  Mining 
Company,  23  L.  D. ,  113. ) 

Mining  claim — Agricultural  claim — Adverse  proceedings, — The  adverse  proceed- 
ings provided  for  in  section  2325,  Revised  States,  contemplate  only  suits  between 
adverse  mineral  claimants,  and  do  not  have  in  view  adjudications  resx)ecting  the 
character  of  land  as  between  agricultural  and  mineral  claimants.  (Powell  v, 
Ferguson,  23  L.  D.,  173.) 

Annual  expenditure, — Where  a  mineral  claimant  owns  adjoining  claims  the 
annual  work  may  be  done  on  one  of  said  claims,  if  such  work  is  designed  for  the 
improvement  or  development  of  the  group.  In  such  case,  however,  the  burden  of 
proof  is  upon  the  owner  to  show  that  the  work  done  or  improvements  made  doas 
as  a  matter  of  fact  tend  to  the  development  of  the  property  as  a  whole  and  that 
such  work  is  a  part  of  a  general  scheme  of  improvement.  (Dolles  v,  Hamberg 
Consolidated  Mines  Company,  23  L.  D.,  267.) 

Mining  claim— School  land — Protest. — A  protest  filed  by  a  State  against  the 
allowance  of  an  entry  should  be  corroborated  in  accordance  with  the  rulas  of 
practice.     (State  of  Montana  v.  Silver  Star  Mining  Company,  23  L.  D.,  313.) 

Building  stone — Act  of  August  4, 1892, — In  the  exercise  of  the  right  conferred  by 
section  1,  act  of  August  4,  1892,  a  discovery  preceding  the  entry  is  necessary,  and 
no  right  attaches  in  favor  of  the  entryman  until  he  makes  application  to  enter. 
(Instructions,  23  L.  D.,  322.) 

Survey — Notice — Adverse — Limestone, — If  a  mining  claim  is  not  properly  described 
in  the  official  survey  thereof,  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  interior,  if 
the  matter  comes  before  him  for  disposition,  to  require  a  new  survey  and  new 
notice  of  application,  and  if  during  the  period  of  republication  an  adverse  claim  is 
filed,  it  is  entitled  to  consideration. 

Land  containing  a  ledge  of  limestone  is  not  subject  to  location  and  entry  as  a 
lode  claim. 

A  judicial  determination  that  an  adverse  claimant  is  not  entitled  to  possession 
is  conclusive  upon  the  Department,  irrespective  of  any  reasons  the  court  may  have 
assigned  for  its  judgment.     (Wheeler  et  al.  v.  Smith,  23  L.  D.,  395.) 

Juaskanl.ands — Tovm  site — Mineral, — A  town-site  settlement  in  Alaska  prior  to 
the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  confers  no  right  that  relieves  the  town-site  applicant  from 
the  burden  of  proof  in  a  controversy  as  to  the  character  of  the  land  between  such 
applicant  and  a  mineral  claimant  where  the  mining  claim  is  of  record  at  the  date 
of  the  town-site  application.     (Gk)ldstein  v,  Juneau  Town  Site,  23  L.  D.,  417.) 

School  indemnity — State  of  California, — The  State  of  California  is  entitled  to 
select  indemnity  for  school  sections  lost  to  the  State  by  reason  of  theu*  mineral 
character. 

The  decision  of  the  Department  in  the  case  of  the  State  of  California,  15  L.  D., 
10,  overruled. 
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Recapitulation^  by  States  and  Territories^  of  the  disposal  of  the  tnMic  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations^  etc. — Continaea. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  ^rand  aggregate.] 


Original  entries  of  lands  under  the  timber- 
culture  laws. 

Final  timber-culture  entricB. 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Regis- 
ters, and 

receiv- 
ers* fees. 

Govern- 
ment 
fees. 

Total. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

Arizona 

4 

87 

384 

23 

5 

854 

9 

78 

28 

1,281 

7 

1,017 

126 

890 

26 

136 

88 

[610.00 

£4.608.75 

[58,931.34 

[2,961.43 

[284.31 

[128.139.86 

ri.440.av 

'8,992.10j 

3.878.61 

[196,237.14 

[1,130.00 

[155,355.14 

n8,«5e.&2 

[139. 296.  n 

[3,144.56 

[20,509.29 

[4,646.98] 

$1600 
14B.(0 

Oalif<>miR  ,  , 

, 

Colorado 

1.532  00 

Idaho .._-.. 

flS.00 

Iowa  

20.00 

Kn-nHAff  ... 

3, 4m  (10 

•"•*•" * 

MinnAfinta          

^ 

812.00 

Montana 

1 
1 

160.83 
160.00 

$4.00 
4.00 

$10.00 
10.00 

$14.00 
14.00 

112.00 

Nebraska 

5.121.00 

Nf^w  Mexico  

&fl0 

North  Dakota 

4,oe.i» 

SOiOO 

Oregon  

South  Dakota 

3,56iS7 

lOLOO 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyominer 

8 

336.77 

12.00 

25.00 

37.00 

544. 00 
132.00 

» »  ^  ^'^'"■'O    -"-"•---- 

Total 

5 

646.63 

20.00 

45.00 

65.00 

4,938 

[749,127.69] 

19.74157 

State    or    Terri- 
tory. 

Lands  entered  with  mil- 
itary bounty- land 
warrants. 

Lands    entered     with 
agricultural  col- 
lege scrip. 

Lands  entered  with  pri- 
vate land  scrip. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees, 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

F«». 

Arizona 

1 
-1 

4 

4 

1 

4 

10 
2 

120.00 
[IW.OO] 

[640.00] 

[399.12] 

[132.16] 

/    [400.00] 
\       40.00 
/    [560.00] 
\      400.00 
3a).  00 

$3.00 
3.00 

16.00 

10.00 

4.00 

}      10.00 

}     « 

8 

54 

1,219.00 

Calif  om*», 

Colorado 

4 

/      [522.74] 
\        160.00 

j .. 

Florida 

J 

liouiiiana .      . 

2 

1 
80 

/      [160.00]  \ 

Michlcnvn 

I       636.76 
40.00 
/  [3,a».19] 

/  

Minnesota 

1 

[80.00] 

$4.00 

\ 

Missouri 

°^     I          7VQ.ld 

1 

J 

New  Mexico ...... 

103        1  9QR  m 

North  Dakota 

4 

{  SS:S' 

}      « 

South  Dakota 

5 

[400.00] 

Utah 

1 
2 

'IS:Si 

4 
6 

Washington 

* 

Wisconsin 

1 

Ai\  nfi 

WyomiTig    

1 

[160.00] 

4 

Total 

'^^   \  1.311.00 

}         110 

1 

[80.00] 

4 

200   /  [4.3n.93J  1 

^^  \    7,186.54   f 

ACCOUNTS   DIVISION. 
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Becapitvlation,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

(wandoned  military  reservations,  etc. — Continaea. 

[The  areas  of  oommuted  homesteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  uid  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggregate.] 


State  or  Terri- 
tory. 

State  selections. 

Railroad  selections. 

Indian  allotments. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 
$2.00 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Foes. 

Ji}^ym.m». 

1 

40 

Arizona 

572 

45 

273 

683 

2 
647 
350 

3 
338 
266 
295 

5 
4,060 

9 
89 

91,618.96 

7.024.14 

42,579.52 

108, 877.  n 

281.29 

86,526.60 

55,770.66 

165.84 

52,608.98 

42,371.55 

46,318.85 

639.92 

647,898.54 

1,313.81 

13,766.86 

$1,144.00 

90.00 

546.00 

1,366.00 

4.00 

1.094.00 

700.00 

8.00 

676.00 

532.00 

590.00 

10.00 

8,100.00 

18.00 

178.00 

Arkapnaii 

• 

California 

Colorado 

436 

116 

2 

223 

46,545.08 

18.400.76 

165.62 

33,984.47 

872.00 

232.00 

4.00 

446.00 

191 

30,027.70 

Florida 

Mipin  .... 

Kansas        ,  . . 

19 

2 

144 

91 

1,906.07 

299.01 

23,027.80 

14,233.44 

38.00 

4.00 

288.  a) 

182.00 

Minne<^t»  , 

Mississippi 

Montana" 

20 

3,003.89 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

236 

21 

320 

173 

72 

26,496.33 
2,995.08 
41,853.60 
27,606.14 
11,905.96 
28,626.98 

472.00 
42.00 
658.00 
346.00 
144.00 
378.00 

North  Dakota.... 
Or^^n.. 

12 
6 

1,280 
960 

South  Dakota 

Ut*h 

293 
731 
1&5 
938 

46,657.62 
114,868.56 

29,552.21 
149,632.69 

586.00 
1,462.00 

370.25 
1,876.00 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

33 

1 

4,856.25 
84.26 

Wyntning 

836 

133,114.91 

1,669.00 

Total 

2,885 

411,200 

5,777.00  .9,674 

1,538,464.23 

19,360.25 

263 

40,300.10 

State  or  Terri- 

Sioux half-breed  scrip 
locations. 

Chippewa  half-breed 
scrip  locations. 

Lands  entered  under  the 
donation  act. 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

Tdl^^O TTr 

1 
4 
1 

40.00 

281.20 

80.00 

1 

1 

M^TiTiflflnta. 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

4        640.00 

Oresron    

: 

6 

947.50 

$45.00 

South  Dakota 

1 

40.00 

1 

Washington 

1 

320.00 

10.00 

Wisconsin 

1 

100.00 

Total 

8 

601.20 

4 

640.00 

7 

l-aST-.W 

p&m 

State  or  Terri- 

Small holdings  (act  Mar. 
3, 1891). 

Wagon-rood  selections. 

Final  commissions  on  In- 
dian lands  (cash  entries). 

tory. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries. 

Acres. 

Fees. 

En- 
tries 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Nebraska 

$52.96 

New  Mexico 

6 

173.90 

........ 

Oklahoma 

473.08 

Oregon 

505 

79,799.70 

$1,010.00 

South  Dakota 

9.02 

6 

Total 

173.90 

505 

79,799.70  j  1.010.(10 

535.06 
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Statement  shotoing  in  detail  the  number  of  cases  received^  acted  vpon  during  Un 

year,  and  pending  June  30,  i^^— ContinTied. 


KindB  of  caaes. 


Homoetead  entries 

Commuted  homestead  entries 

Preemption  cash  entries 

Preemption  filings 

Timber-culture  entries 

Commuted  timber-culture  entries . 

Timber-land  entries 

Desert-land  entries 

Private  cash  entries 

Mineral  entries 

Coal  entries 

CoalfllinRB 

Indian  allotments 


Total. 


Cases  awaitiner  Anal  action. 


*§ 

OB  of 
O 


s 


UP, 

^       J. 


250 
6 
3 


5 

7 


66 


341 


197 
9 
9 


15 


40 

17 

4 

6 


3 

98 


997 


It 
S  h  2 


a? 
III 


2S0 

7 

14 

1 

36 


31 
118 


68 


584 


37 
•  5 

30 


183 
11 


809 


I 


743 

27 

56 

1 

57 


259 

153 

4 

10 

2 

3 

216 


1,531 


o 
a 
d 


702 

56 

06 

5 

186 

1 

387 

172 

8 

12 

4 

5 

163 


1,747 


1.148 

14 

19 

3 

196 

1 

100 

114 

4 

4 

8 


86 


e 
a 


i      ^ 


1.091 


1,10: 
43 
88 
d 
3S 
2 
806 
133 
8 
6 
4 
t 
33 


l.»7 


S 
5B 

1 
ST 


151 

4 

Id 

i 


1.531 


Statement  showing  location  and  status  of  cases  acted  upon  during  the  year  and 

pending  June  SO,  1897, 


States  or  Terri 
tory. 


Total 


Alabama 

Ariasona 

Arkuisas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Kansas... 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


ACCOUNTS  DIVISION. 
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Eecapitulatwn,  by  States  and  Territories,  of  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  and 

abandoned  military  reservations,  etc. — Continued. 

[The  areas  of  commuted  homeeteads,  final  homesteads,  and  final  desert  entries,  and  the  area  and 
amount  of  Indian  land  and  other  areas  in  brackets,  are  not  included  in  the  grand  aggre^^te.  J 


State  or  Territory. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

Calif  omia 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

y^TIB^U , 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missiwippi 

Missouri 

Montana  ...!. 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico  . . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

8ouUi  Dakota . 

Utah  

Washing^n . . . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 


Mineral  pro- 
tests. 


No. 


13 
3 
9 

546 


16 


13 


Pees. 


$130.00 

30.00 

90.00 

5,i80.U) 


10.00 


160.00 


10.00 
130.00 


9 

44 

1 


2 


660 


90.00 

440.  U) 

10.00 


20.00 


6,600.00 


Applications 

for  timber  and 

stone  lands. 


No. 


89 
24 


8 


239 


12 


18 

12 

•> 

A* 

46 

8 

11 

469 


Fees. 


$890.00 
240.00 


80.00 


2,390.00 


120.00 


Fees  re- 
ceived for 
reducing 
testimony 
to  writing, 
etc. 


$1,201.06 


478.28 
2,060.20 
5.900.68 
5,934.?2 

912.25 
2, 158. 15 


180.00 
120.00 

20.00 
460.00 

80.00 
110.00 


4,690.00 


524.73 
2,784.53 
1.455.64 
1,166.07 
2,862.50 
1,551.32 
1.284.97 
1,919.29 
6,627.79 
9.77 
1,084.70 
2,827.48 
6, 180. 12 
2,485.07 
4,087.01 

597.33 
3.812.78 
1,957.00 

900.91 


61,654.45 


Total  miscellaneous 
filings  and  fees. 


Number 
filings. 


3 

53 

24 

25ii 

2.025 

2 

97 


37 


2 

268 


373 

9 

36 

123 

76 

46 

49 

141 

238 

129 

12 

175 


4,167 


Amount. 


$1,201.08 

30.00 

1.001.28 

2, 188. 20 

8.193.68 

2?.  978. 72 

932.25 

2,764.15 


624.78 
2.808.63 
1.455.54 
1,160.07 
5.290  50 
1,551.32 
1.296.97 
4,347.29 
5.645.79 

362.77 
1.578.70 
2,979.48 
6.272.12 
2,86;i.07 
4,969.01 
2.753.33 
4,568.78 
2,046.09 
1,528.91 


98,286.45 


Total 

amount  of 

fees  and 

ccmimis- 

sions  from 

all  sources. 


$15,834.68 
30.00 

6,555.59 

34,623.51 

43,794.78 

48,645.95 

11,808.56 

29,986.39 

12.00 

1.87 

742,45 

16,478.66 

16,804.36 

4,994.36 
43,878.68 
18,474.33 
23,463.95 
30,641.11 
32,960  91 

9,0a5.76 

9,624.24 
67,795.74 
66,273.18 
30,538.72 
38.742.17 
13,232.31 
45.276.19 
16,206.01 
14,618.31 


678,409.65 


State  and  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Alaiska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California  .... 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kanifas 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri....... 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico   . 
North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon  

South  Dakota 

Utah 

Washington . . 

Wisconsin 

'Wyoming 

Total.... 


Agfrregate  of  all  classes  of  en- 
tries, area  of  lands  disix>sed  of, 
and  receipts  from  all  sources. 


En- 
tries. 


2,805 
5 
1.239 
4,291 
4.609 
6,003 
1.761 
3,308 
2 
2 
60 
2.354 
2.626 
602 
4.415 
3,308 
3.067 
8,731 
3.806 
4.351 
1.068 
6, 2(^9 
6,321 
4.128 
3,913 
1.798 
4,892 
1,878 
3,013 


Acres. 


110,045.18 

68.98 

138,306.93 

304,383.37 

522.629.48 

320.836.57 

448,702.04 

855.041.87 

2,901.99 

280.00 

1.926.06 

116,608.79 

110. 2:30. 37 

a5,270.73 
722,887.88 
178, 183. 13 
203.670.30 
841, 229.  .W 
194,606.72 
675,506.86 

79,689.17 
624.474.26 
601,533.  n 
391.330.16 
298,292.10 
1.^.114.12 
383.902.70 
153,5:}7.07 
879,811.60 


Amount. 


Expenses  incident  to  the  disiKMals 
of  public  lands. 


Salaries 
and  com- 
missions of  Incidental 


registers 

and 
receivers. 


expenses. 


84.645  ,  7, 75:),  606. 75 


534,433.31 

:W5.U) 

29,306.08 

42,338.92 

137,728.05 

135,897.34 

15.442.02 

60,368.99 

12.00 

1.87 

5,283.11 

18.774.37 

21,126.62 

15.871.05 

98,117.97 

32.114.33 

30,324.52 

137,937.00 
61,419.60 
11,300.75 
45.138 
89,217 

187.474 

148,177.09 
75,265.38 
58,462.9:3 
90,9d0.a5 
33.766.84 
49.755.57 


19 
11 
63 


1,506,880.74 


$10,053.58 


6,990.54 
17,280.92 
39.293.57 
87,404.04 

6,000.00 
21,729.86 


1,758.27 
16,665.05 

8,968.80 

4,807.80 
19.966.41 

6.000.00 
12,203.68 
21.496.73 
29.409.25 

6,000.00 
10,306.59 
26.625.78 
32,452.54 
26.990.33 
26.882.01 

6,000.00 
83,731.04 
10,995.20 
16,727.75 


466,741.74 


$4,602.64 


2,528.70 
5.643.00 
10. 105. 19 
11,027.15 
8,598.02 
4,364.60 


716.24 
6,378.14 
4,844.29 
1,977.42 
8.510.48 
4,235.39 
4,573.85 
9,038.45 
6,903.10 
6  86 
2.728.20 
6.064.68 
15.757.68 
8,929.43 
9,098.66 
2.846.89 
8.967.48 
1.96:3.20 
8.218.08 


146.318.80 


Expense 

of  de-» 

positing. 


$13.15 


75.90 
287.00 
82.45 
30.65 
11.45 
92.80 


2.00 

8.20 

6.23 

12.30 

64.12 

17.50 

26.40 

11.35 

68.38 

44.15 

23.80 

112.68 

121.70 

168.67 

31.16 


197.85 

1.00 

182.21 


1,676.89 


Total  ex- 
penses. 


$14,660.37 


9.596.14 
23,410.92 
49.481.21 
48.470.84 

9,600.47 
26,187.85 


2,476.51 
22.051.39 
13.819.82 

6,797.52 
28,531.01 
10,253.89 
16,803.43 
30,546.53 
85,865.73 

6, 049.  .51 
13,058.59 
32.803.lH 
48,331.92 
36,088.33 
36,006.81 

8.346.89 
42.8a5.82 
12,950.40 
20,127.99 


604,786.83 


352     REPORT  OP  COMMI86IOI.'EE  OF  GENEBAL    LAND   OFFICE. 

The  foUowins  table  ehowg  in  detail  the  number  of  spplicationt 
pending  July  1,  1896,  the  number  received  during  the  fiscal  year,  the 
nature  of  action  thereon,  and  the  number  pending  action  June  30, 
1897: 


Appllcm 
tioDspend 
ingeoa- 

AppUai- 

Kstare  of  action  on  appllcs- 
tlons. 

stale  or  Territory. 

1 

1 

k 

i 
a 

5 

!l 

Is- 

% 

1 

^ 

|8 

w 

1  ° 

1 

1 

1 

1 

a' 

1 

H 

m 

=11 

3     1 

J 

i 

2 

III    1 

3E        H 

m 

1 

1 

a 

S 



a 

w 

' 

Tg 

17 

137 

» 

ss 

ur 

FOREST   RESERVATIONS. 


There  were  thirteen  additional  forest  reservations  created  dnrini 
theyearundersectionSiof  theaetof  March3, 1891  (26  Stat.  L.,1095), 
Of  these,  eleven  were  suspended  by  the  sundry  civil  appropriation  act 
of  June  4,  1897  (Public— No,  2). 

For  statement  of  existing  and  suspended  reserves  see  pp.  83-85. 


TIMBER  TRESPASS. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy  cases  of  depredations  upon  public  tim- 
ber have  been  reported  during  the  year,  involving  public  timber  and 
the  products  therefrom  to  the  value  of  t635,U64.78  recoverable  to  thf 
Government, 

The  amount  involved  in  propositions  of  settlement  accepted  by  this 
office,  compromises  effected  under  section  3469,  United  States  Rerised 
Statutes,  and  sales  of  timber  and  lumber  is  $37,990.81 ,  and  the  amount 
involved  in  fines  imposed  and  judgments  rendered  is  $73,548,98. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1897,  there  were  pending  in  the  United  Stat« 
courta  145  civil  suits  for  the  recovery  of  a  total  amount  of  ♦3,129,213.il 
for  the  value  of  timber  alleged  to  have  lieen  unlawfully  cut  from  pub- 
lic lands  and  305  criminal  prosecutions  for  the  act  of  cuttii^  or 
removing  timber  in  violation  of  law. 


SPECIAL-SERVICE   DIVISION. 
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The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  amount  of  work  performed 
in  connection  with  the  suppression  of  depredations  upon  the  public 
timber  during  the  fiscal  year  and  the  condition  of  same  on  June  30, 
1897: 

Statement  showing  tM  number  of  cases  of  puhUc-timber  trespass  investigated  or 
acted  upon,  amouni  and  value  of  timber  involved  therein,  suits  recommended, 
amounts  involved  therein,  and  amounts  accepted  in  settlements  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897. 


Cases 

inves- 
tigated 
and  re- 
ported 

upon. 

Character  of  loss. 

State  or  Ter- 
ritory. 

Timlier 

and  lumber, 

board 

measure. 

Wood. 

Ties. 

Posts 

and 

ix>les. 

Shingles. 

Laths. 

Char- 
coal. 

Trees 
boxed. 

Al&yM.mA       .    . 

29 

1 

2 

15 

20 

18 

12 

4 

13 

20 

2 

11 

34 

1 

2 

2 

7 

4 

40 

24 

108 

6 

Feet. 
8,851,500 

Cords. 

50 

210 

75 

BusheU. 

A  rirjnniL    ...       .  -  _ 

ATkAnaafl 

240,000 

3,834.224 

20,209,805 

588.700 

99,315 

899,800 

3,528,217 

3,805,988 

California 

1,068 

4,300 

4.409 

196 

Colorado    . . 

Florida    

261,130 

Idaho       

140 
2,800 

2,160 

1 

Michigan 

MinPP«f»ta 

3:30 
4,273 

80 

r 

k 

MlHRiasippi 

Mifwonin 

5,600 

642,382 
2,527,963 

150 
6,988 

3.100 
63,615 
11,700 

•  ~  *  *  ~  "  * 

Montana 

38,628 

New  Mexico -  - 

North  Dakota  . . . 

1,875 

OklAhf^iDA  - 

78i 

186J 

7,376i 

"3;  410' 
110 

Orecron.... 

•2,768.9i4 

125,000 

13,066,660 

4,133.636 
16.602,464 

1,101,971 

4.328 

261,000 

8,200 

Sonth  Pakot^i 

Utah     

........ 

764,500 

8,000 

WaBhing^ton 

Wisconsin  ._ 

12,800 
16. 157 

5,660 

Wyoming 

875 

Total 

370- 

78,026,609 

22,567f 

392,028 

48,777 

764,500 

8,000 

2,948 

286,730 

State  or  Terri- 
tory. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho  

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Mexico... 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota.. 

Utah 

Washington . . . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Estimated  value. 


Stump- 
age. 


Recover 
abletotjie 
Govern- 
ment. 


Legal  proceedings. 


Crimi- 
nal, 
recom- 
mend- 
ed. 


Total. 


$2, 


4, 

23. 

14. 
1, 
2. 

15, 
6, 

1. 
13, 


052.05 
75  00 
142.00 
843  80 
29'J.65 
924  81 
528.90 
428.85 
327.67 
131.76 
165.60 
496.07 
557.66 


1, 
9. 


75 
(X) 
76 


872.00 
343 
161 
10,297 
7,374.13 
10. 
3, 
37, 
2. 


090 
631 
975.07 
942.87 


76 

48 


162,&53.53 


$2,909  95 

305.00 

142.00 

28, 186. 77 

158,471.71 

17,282.37 

12.862.13 

7,328.85 

21,823.23 

9,615.92 

208.75 

2,843.04 

33,340.28 


3.510.00 

2,813.50 

161.00 

12,601.02 

90,629.50 

100.4a5.09 

10,302.3(J 

107. 237. 95? 

12.005.39 


fa5,064.78 


6 
1 


22 
7 
2 
6 

.... 

4 


33 
12 


14 
1 

26 
5 

33 


180 


Civil. 


Rec- 

om 

mend 

ed. 


10 
5 
2 
4 
1 
2 
5 


12 


9 
4 

18 

7 

47 


Propositions  of 

settlement 

accepted 


.\jiiount 
involved 


jNum- 
I  ber. 


$150.00 


12.608.77 

138, 145. 60 

1,304.25 

3,695.39 

1,699.60 

11,760.00 
4.992.95 


23.871.88 


2,812.50 


13,166.92 

90,629.50 

48,554.39 

6,487.40 

101.544.09 


19 
1 


7 
8 

11 
3 
1 
6 

10 
2 
1 
8 


45 


128  ,461,422.24 


141 


Amount 
involved. 


$2,056.46 
31.10 


301.20 
"83.'44" 


943.33 
1,374.26 
2,088.24 

196.13 

16.25 

1,194.34 

3,154.09 

208.75  I 

97.45  |2,200.00 
3,491.77  1,107.00 


6^ 


c 


a$1§ 


a 


$408.50 


2,040.73 


108.00 


161.00 
126.16 


2,933.30 

1,233.77 

10.820.48 

.'iOl.89 


603.18 
"425.06 


30,736.76  17,254.05 


0  4 

o 

o 


3p3 


1 

3 

17 

10 

6 

13 

2 

7 

3 


7 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

15 

18 

10 

6 


129 


6546 23 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  suits,  civU  and  cHminal,  for  trespass  on  pMic 
lands  disposed  of  and  amounts  of  judgments  and  fines  resulting  therefrom  dur- 
ing tJie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1897;  also  the  number  of  such  suits  pending 
on  the  1st  day  of  Jvly,  1897,  and  amounts  involved  therein. 


State  or  Territory. 


AlAboma 

Arixona 

J^X'^aLXifUkst 

California 

Colorado 

Florida 

Idaho 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana. 

Nebraska 

Nevada  

New  Mexico.. 
North  Dakota 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Texas 

Utah 

Washini 
W; 


ashington 
isconan  .. 


Total. 


Suits  disposed  of. 


Criminal. 


Num- 
ber. 


166 

1 

12 

4 


27 
3 


82 

63 

1 

27 


8 

18 

286 

22 

37 


7 

1 

44 


Amount  of 

fines 
imposed. 


$874.06 

10.00 

126.00 

486.00 


746.19 


8,268.96 


19,891.26 
1,198.26 


146.00 


1.00 

1,663.00 

108.00 

800.00 

600.00 


704.68 

221.86 

2,131.46 

82,937.07 


Civil. 


Nu2n- 
ber. 


2 
4 

1 


4 
4 


8 
6 


29 


6 
1 
8 


Amount  of 

judgments 

rendered. 


$650.00 


817.11 
182.60 


331.24 
2,219.61 


1,847.70 
441.25 


6,460.00 


84.00 


1,463.60 

19,000.00 

7,289.00 

40,611.91 


Suits  pending. 


Crimi- 
nal, 

num- 
ber. 


13 

9 

11 

23 


6 

8 

179 


3 
6 
6 
7 
26 


2 

1 


805 


avii. 


Num- 
ber. 


6 

1 

2 

23 

11 

4 

4 

3 

6 

19 


9 


1 
9 


6 


1 
14 
17 
11 

l46 


Amount 
sued  for. 


191,000.00 
183,070.00 

11,440.00 
126,706.20 
210,611.80 

87,209.77 

12,783.90 
4,415^30 

16,891.00 
667,861.84 


45,457.41 


11.0U.01 
489,580.00 


23.875.12 
981,018.90 

lis,  279.01 

70.383.90 
216. 21:2. 23 

18.476.30 

3,129,213.21 
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&EP0E1!  07  THE  smtVEtOE-GEHERAL  OE  ALASKA. 


Ofpicb  op  Ex  Officio  United  States  Surveyor-General. 

Sitka^  Alaska,  July  3, 1897, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instrnctions  from  yoor  Department,  I  have  the  honor 
to  snbmit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  the  following  report  of  the  anrveying  operations 
in  this  district  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  and  tabular  statements,  as 
follows: 

A.  Statement  of  applications  for  mineral  surveys. 

B.  Statement  of  applications  for  surveys  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  8, 
1891. 

C.  Statement  of  special  deposits  for  field  and  office  work. 

There  have  been  received  28  applications  for  mineral  surveys,  for  which  orders 
and  instructions  have  been  issued;  9  official  surveys  have  been  executed  in  the 
field  by  the  deputies  and  plats  and  field  notes  submitted  to  this  office;  9  mineral 
surveys  have  been  approved  by  this  office,  and  triplicate  plats  and  transcript  field 
notes  prepared  by  the  draftsman. 

There  have  been  received  20  applications  for  surveys  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March,3, 1891,  for  which  orders  and  instructions  have  been  issued;  2  official 
Furve^s  under  this  act  have  been  executed  in  the  field  and  the  plats  and  field  notes 
submitted  to  this  office,  from  which  triplicate  plats  and  transcript  field  notes  have 
been  prepared  by  the  draftsman. 

A. — Statement  of  applications  for  mineral  surveys. 


Name  of  applicant. 


Name  of  claim. 


Boston  and  Alaska  Co 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert 

Jualin  Mining  Co 

Bald  Eagle  Mining  Co 

Samdnm  Chief  Mining  Co 
Nowell  aold  Mining  O). . . 

Boston  and  Alaska  Co 


R.  A.  Lane,  for  himself  and 
coclaimants. 


Do 

J.  P.  Whitney 

Sitka  Consolidated  Mining*  >o 
Alaska  Empire  Mining  Co... 

Loui«s  Sloes 

Lonis  Sloes,  jr 

Leon  Sloes 

M.  L.  Gerptle 

W.  W.Gollin 

Sitka  Consolidated  Mining 
Co. 

Do 

I.eon  SlosB 

M-C.  Sloes 

G.  Niebaum 

William  L.  Gerstle 

R.  Neumann 

Leon  Sloes 

B.  Kenmannet  al 

Do 

JohnF.  Better 


California  placer 

Jnmbo  mill  site 

Ban  Shee,  Undine,  Cover,  and  Mi- 
nerra  lodes. 

Bald  Eagle,  Lone  Tree,New  Racket, 
and  Golden  SlippBr  lodes,  and 
Bald  Eagle  and  Tennessee  mill 
sites. 

Sum  Dum Chief  lode  and  mill  site. 

McCloud,  Dixon,  Thompson,  Hix, 
Treadwell  Gulch,  ana  Franklin 
Hill  placers. 

Boston  and  Alaska  consolidated 
placer  claims,  consisting  of  Lake, 
San  Francisco,  Riverside,  and 
Boston  placers. 

Alaska  consolidated  placer  claim, 
consisting  of  Bronxville,  Pelham 
Manor,  and  Travers  Island  plac- 
ers. 

Boston  consolidated  placer  claim, 
consisting  of  Oakland,  Alameda, 
Berkley,  and  Calaveras  placers. 

Whitney  placer 

Little  Joker  lode 

Empire  lode 

Alaska  lode 

Alameda  lode 

California  lode I 

Carleton  lode 

Tiger  lode 

King  lode 

First  North  Extension  of  King  lode 

Columbia  lode 

Bertha  lode ^ 

Liberty  lode 

Phcenizlode 

Kodiaklode 

Union  lode 

Deer  lode 

Dear  lode 

Initial  placer 


Where  situated. 


Anchor    Point  mining    dis- 
trict. 
Harris  mining  district. 
Bemers  Bay  mining  district. 

Sum  Dum  mining  district. 


Do. 
Harris  mining  district. 


Anchor    Point   mining  dis 
trict. 


Do. 


Do. 


Harris  mining  district. 
Unga  mining  district. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Harris  mining  district. 
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B.^Statement  of  applications  for  surveys  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  mi 


Applicant. 


Bernard  Moore 

Rocky  Point  Fiflhing  and  Trading  Co. 
Omar  J.  Hompbrey 


George  M.  Landabarg 

Peter  C.  Brock 

Sidney  8.  Smith 

William  Bankowfski 

JacobBabler 

Harry  C  Jensen 

Pacific  Steam  Whaling  Co. 

H.  J.  Knowles 

Arctic  Oil  Works 


Locatian. 


KL.ariiBth 

Phillip  H.  Mason 

Premier  Fishing  and  Mining  Co. . 

George  T.  Ruddock 

Helmet  Pishing  and  Mining  Co.. 

Duncan  MoKinnon«  trustee 

Nautilus  Pishing  and  Mining  Co. 
Alex  Campbell 


Skbagway  Bay.  Taiya  Inkt 
Uganuk  Bay,  Kadiak  Island. 
Cordova  Bay,  Prince  of  Wata 

Island. 
Chignik  River. 
Karluk  River.  Kadiak  Island. 
Karlnk  Bav,  Kadiak  Island. 
Karlnk  River,  Kadiak  Island. 

Do. 

Do. 
ITyak  Bay. 

Karlnk  River,  Kadiak  Island 
Cordova  Bay,  Prince  at  Wales 

Island. 
Karluk  River,  Kadiak  Island 

Do. 
1  Uganuk  Bay,  Kadiak  Island. 
Dutch  Harbor. 
Karluk  River.  Kadiak  Island. 
Town  site  of  WrangelL 
LVanuk  Bay,  Kadiak  hOand. 
Karluk  River,  Kadiak  Island. 


C. — Statement  of  special  deposits  for  field  and  office  tcork. 


Name  of  depositor. 


Bernard  Moore. 


Rocky  Point  Fishing  and 

Trading  Ca 
Omar  J.  Humphrey 


George  M.  Landsberg 

Peter  C.  Brock 

Sidneys  Smith 

William  Bankowski 

JacobBabler 

Harry  C.  Jensen 

Pacific  Steam  Whaling  Co 

H.  J.  Knowles 

Arctic  Oil  Works 

E.  L.  Griffith 

Phillip  H.  Mason 

Premier  Fishing  and  Min 
ingCo. 

Helmet  Fishing  and  Min- 
ing Co. 

Duncan  McKinnon — 

Nautilus  Fishing  and  Min 
ingCo. 

Boston  and  Alaska  Co 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert 

Juahn  Mining  Co 


Bald  Eagle  Mining  Co. 


Nowell  Gold  Mining  Co. 


Boston  and  Alaska  Co. 


R.  A.  Lane,  for  himself  and 
coclaimants. 


Do. 


J.P.Whitney 

Sitka  Ccmaoudated 
Co. 


Name  of  claim. 


Trading  and  manufactur- 
ing site. 
do 


do 

-do 
do 
do 


Where  situated. 


-do j  Karluk  River. 

-do ' do 

.do j do 

-do ;  UyakBay 

.do '  Karluk  River. 

do !  Cordova  Bay  . 

.do j  KarlukRiver. 

.do I do 

-do Uganuk  Bay.. 


Skhagway  Bay,  Taiya  Inlet . 

Uganuk  Bay,  Kadiak  Island. 

CodovB  Bay,  Prince  of  Wales 
Island. 

Chignik  River 

KarlukRiver _. 

Karluk  Bay 


AznoDBt 


.do 


Town  site 

Trading  and  manufactur- 
ing site. 

California  placer 

Jumbo  mill  site 

Ban  Shee.  Undine  Cover, 
and  Minerva  lodes. 

Bald  Eagle.  Lone  Tree. 
New  Racket,  and  Golden 
Slipper  lodes,  and  Bald 
Eairie  and  Tennessee 
mill  sites. 

McCloud,  Dixon.  Thomp- 
son, Hix.  Tread  well 
Gulch  and  Franklin  HiU 
placers. 

Lake,  San  Francisco, 
Riverside,  and  Boston 
placers. 

Bronxville.  Pelham  Man- 
or, and  Travers  Island 
placers. 

Oakland.  Alameda,  Berke 
ley,  and  Calaveras  plac- 
ers   

Whitney  placer 

Little  Jokar  lode 


Karluk  River. 


Wrangell-... 
Uganuk  Bay. 


Anchor  Point  mining  district. 

Harris  mining  district 

Beraers  Bay  mining  district. . 

Sum  Dum  mining  district 


Harris  mining  district. 


Anchor  Point  mining  district. 


.do. 


.do 


I 


Harris  mining  district 
XJnga  mining  oistrict. . 


Aid) 

aaoo 

50.  <» 

37.51 

y.so 

100.  i» 

lauB 

lOO.ltt 

100. 09 

1(».(B 

00.00 

ISSlOO 

5M.00 
00.00 

3S.0D 
3)00 
60.00 

moo 


laoo 

KX^OO 

75.00 

100.00 


a&.oo 

85.00 
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C, Statement  of  special  deposits  for  field  and  office  twrfc— Continned. 


Name  of  depositor. 

Name  of  claim. 

Where  sitnated. 

Amount. 

AlflAkft  Rmp{rA  Mini^ig^  0^ 

Empire  lode 

TTnga  mininsr  district 

$36.00 

LooiaSloflBl -. _...*! 

Alaska  lode 

do 

^85.00 

I^oiiiff  Rl«»,  jr 

Alameda  lode.... 

do 

85.00 

Lieon  Sloes 

Calif ornla  lode 

do 

85.00 

M.L.Geretle 

Carleton  lode...^ - 

do 

85.00 

-w  w  aoiHT) 

Tiger  lode 

do 

85.00 

Sitka  ConsoUdated  mning 
Ca 

Do 

King  lode 

do 

85.00 

First  northern  extension 

of  King  lode. 
Colombia  lode 

do 

85.00 

Lieon  8I088 

do 

85.00 
86.00 

M.C.8I0S8 

B«rtha  lo'^e 

do 

86.00 

0.  Niebaum 

Liberty  lode.. 

do 

86.00 

William  L.  Oerstle 

Phoenix  lode 

do 

86.00 

Kodiaklode .. 

do 

86.00 

Lieon  Sloes 

Union  lode 

do 

86.00 

Deer  lode 

do 

86.00 

Do 

....  -do ...................... 

do 

86.00 

Total 

8,254.00 

Reepectftilly  submitted. 

Louis  L.  Williams, 

U.  S.  Marshal  ex  officio  Surveyor-Oenerat 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C. 


&EPO&T  07  THE  SUEVETOE-GEVEBAL  OF  ABIZOVA. 


Office  op  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Tucson,  Ariz.,  July  15, 1897. 

Sir:  Complying  with  instructions  contained  in  Department  circnlar  letter  E, 
of  date  April  23,  1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  report, 
in  duplicate,  of  the  surveying  operations  in  the  district  of  Arizona  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  with  tabular  statements,  as  follows,  viz: 

A.  Statement  showing  contracts  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  awarded  by  the 
surveyor-general  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

B.  Statement  showing  contracts  completed  during  the  fiscal  year  endinsr  June 
30, 1897. 

C.  Statement  showing  contracts  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  Tear 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

There  were  no  special  dei^osits  made  during  the  past  fiscal  year  for  the  surrey 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  district. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  aggregate  number  of  miles  surveyed  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  viz: 


Character  of  linee. 


Standard  lines. . . 
Meridian  lines . . . 
Township  lines .. 
Subdiviaon  lines 
Connecting  lines 
Meander  lines  . . . 


Measaremeota. 


Total. 


64 

55 

223 

11 
5 


5fi      fTt 


78 

m 

34 
44 
27 


9 

% 

51 


1,299       54      :i 


Number  of  townships  surveyed IS 

Number  of  township  plats  znade 6fi 

Number  of  miscellaneous  diagrams  and  tracings  made 35 

Number  of  transcripts  of  field  notes  (books) 65 

Number  of  plats  altered  and  corrected 00 

I    There  were  332,640.49  acres  surveyed  during  the  past  year. 

Letters  u^rUten  and  reports  prepared. 


Department  correspondence . . . 
Miscellaneous  correspondence. 


Received.  'Dispatched. 


MINERAL  DIVISION. 

The  special  deposits  made  by  individuals  for  office  work  and  stationery  in  connec- 
tion with  the  survey  of  the  mineral  claims  in  this  district  for  the  fiscal  year  just 
closed  were  as  follows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 1896 $2,055 

For  the  quarter  ending  December  31.1896.^ _ 1J>5 

For  the  quarter  ending  March  31,1897 270 

For  the  quarter  ending  June  30,1897 1,135 

Total 3.655 

sao 
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rj'/<  t.-litl  the  eloee  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 


Rutnms  transmitted 
to  the  Qonerml 
LiQd    um™;     not 

Tiiplicaie  plat  to  be 
— ule  Torlocal  land 


qI  tbe  honndarr  of 

o.Uau    HeHenation 

il^^Vconfloenceortbe 


Retunis  J  ust  retrans- 
mitted  by  depntr 

platted,  uid  trao- 


-Ui   Blrer  »E   t_  _ 

.  "f  T.  10S.,R.  a)E 
. . '  ^  neceHuarr  to  clui 
■  ili,.puWicHurveya 

:ji,  21,  22,  widaiK, 

>;      18,ig.and£l  E.,o^ 

.    .1  Halt  Ulver  boan 

. .  ITJ  apoa  tbe  north 

r  ihe  Whtt«  Moun- 


Salt  Hifer'lssB  aod  merldiau 
in  the  Territory  of  Arizona. 
The  amRndi«:i  south  boandary 
lioe,  Be^egatlnir  the  ceded  por- 
tion  of  tbe  Ban  Carlo*  or  Wliito 
HoontAlii  Indian  BeaervaUoiL 


Beta nu  In  office, 

notea  In  haoda  oi 
draftaman  for  plat- 

peaded  till  deputy 

explains  aome  dls- 

tberelD, 

Deppty'a  retnma  In 
omce  to  be  platted 
and  tranacrlbed 
and  tnuiHmltted, 

tranacrlbed,  clepn- 
ty  required  by  De- 

to  tbe"  fleld    and 
make    correctlooB 


>.,  Ba.  IS  and 
ID  El.,  ana  i,  ii  ti..  R.  la  B.. 
Gila  and  Salt  Blver  baaa  and 

meridian. 
The  exterior  llnee  of  the 
Bite  of  Nogales,  In  the  county 


of  Plma.  Ariz,  a 


location  aDknown. 
Ueputy  DOW  in  tbe 

field. 


ecUng 


ioflpended,  awaiting 
sdilltJonal   snpple- 


llne  withpabUc  »,. 

.  Exterior  and  anbdiviaioDal  Itnea 
of  T.  IB  8.,  B.  M  E.,  of  the  OOa 
and  Salt  Hlver  baae  and  merld- 
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B.— Statement  showing  contracts  completed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jwne 

SO,  1897. 


Number  And 
date  of  contract. 


No.  29.    June  7, 

laoa. 


No.  86.    Mar.  14, 
18B4. 


No.  aft.    Feb.  5, 
1896. 


No.  87.    Hay  10, 
1896. 


No.  i2.    Ang.lO, 
1896. 


Name  of  deputy. 


A  L.Trippel,  Philip 
Contzen,  compass  - 


A.  T.  Colton 


Philip  Contzen 


H.  a.  Howe. 


Samuel  Logan. 


No.  28.    Feb.  21, 
1888. 


Daniel  Drummond.. 


Description  of  work. 


All  the  exterior  and  Bubdivisions 
of  T.  6  S..  Rs.  98.  37,  :»  E.;  T. 
16 S.,  Bs.  23  and  24  E., and  exten- 
sion of  the  first  standard  pand- 
lel  south,  easterly  from  the 
point  of  the  standiml  comer  to 
T.  6  S..  R.  25  E.,  to  the  comer  to 
T.  6  B.,  K.  80  E.,  of  the  Gila  and 
Bait  River  base  and  meridian. 

T.  3  N.,  Rs.  1  and  2  W.;  T.  4  N., 
Es.  1  and  2  W.;  T.  6  N.,  R.  1  E., 
and  T.  7  N.,  R.  1  E.,  of  the  Gila 
and  Bait  River  base  and  me- 
ridian. 

TUB.,  Rs.  11  and  12  B.;  T.12  8., 
R.  12  E.;  T.  16  8.,  R.  15  E.,  and 
T.  16  B..  R.  15  E.,  of  the  Gila  and 
Salt  River  base  and  meridian. 

Exterior  boundaries  of  the  town 
site  of  Bisbee,  in  the  county  of 
Cochise,  Ariz.,  and  connecting 
Une  with  the  public  surveys. 


Line  to  segregate  the  ceded  por- 
tion  of  Ban  Carlos  or  the  Wnito 
Mountain  Indian  Reservation, 
Ariz,  viz:  Commencing  at  a 
point  on  the  present  eastern 
body  of  said  reservation,  1  mile 
south  of  Goodwin  Spring; 
thence  in  a  general  direction 
west  to  the  nighest  point  on 
Mount  TumbuU;  thence  in  a 
westerly  direction  to  a  point  on 
a  line  between  the  agency  build- 
ing proper  and  Stamev  or 
the  Saddle  Butte,  7  miles  from 
said  building  in  a  southerly  di- 
rection: thence  in  a  westerly 
direction,  with  fewest  ponsible 
courses,  to  the  mouth  of  Hawk 
Canyon,  not  crossing  said  can- 
yon; thence  down  the  Gila 
River,  following  the  south  bank, 
to  a  point  where  the  said  Gila 
River  crosses  the  present  west- 
em  boundary  of  the  reserva- 
tion. 

Also  a  portion  of  T.  13  N.,  R.  11 E. 


Renuvka. 


Examined, 
platted,  tran- 
scribed, and  XxdJBk 
mitted  to  Depvt- 
menu  Be  turns 
approved  sod  a^ 
oepted  by  the  Coo- 
misaioner. 

Do. 


Do. 


ESxamined,  notei 
platted,  tran- 
scribed, and  tna» 
mitted  to  Deiwrt 
ment.  Ret  ami 
subsequently  re- 
jected on  aooovBt 
of  report  of  field 
examiner  and  re 
survey  ordered. 
Do. 


Originally  survered 
and  completed,  oBt 
rejected  by  Depnrt- 
ment.  Notes  w  re- 
survey  examined, 
platted,  tran- 
scribed, and  true- 
mitted.  < 
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O. — statement  showing  contracts  not  completed  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  SO,  1897. 


Number  and 
date  of  contract. 


No.  21.    June  0, 
1800. 


No.  28.    Feb.  21, 
1888. 

No.  37.    Mar.lO, 
180S. 


No.  38.  June  21, 


No.  30.    July  30, 
1306. 


No.  40.    Apr.  15, 
1306. 


No.4L   June  17, 
1306. 


No.  42.   Aug.  10, 
1396. 


No.  4a    Feb.  11, 
1307. 


No. 44.    June 
14,1807. 


No.  46.    June 
U,1307. 


Name  of  deputy. 


John  T.  Hogue. 


Daniel  Drummond. 


H.  Q.  Howe. 


Lewis  Wolfley. 


.do 


Charles  E.  Perkins. 


James  A.  Lamport. 


Samuel  Logan. 


Philip  Ck>ntzen 


.do 


.do 


Description  of  work. 


SubdlTisional  lines  of  fractional 
T.  12  N  ,  B.  26  E. 


Snbdiyiffional  lines  of  T.  13  N., 
B.UE. 

Town  site    of    Bisbee,   Cochise 
County. 


That  ];x>rtion  of  the  boundary  of 
the  Qila  Indian  Beservation 
extending  from  a  point  4  miles 
east  from  the  confluence  of  the 
Gila  and  Salt  rivers  southeast- 
erly to  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  old  Oila  Indian  Beservation. 

All  lines  necessary  to  close  the 
township  and  section  lines  in 
T.  1  N.  Jr.  1 E.,  and  T  1  S.,  Bs. 
1  and  2  E. ,  upon  the  Gila  Indian 
Beservation  boundary  line  ex- 
tending from  the  initial  monu- 
ment on  Salt  Biver  SE.  to  a 
roint  on  the  line  between  Tps. 
and2S.,  B.  2E. 

Subdivision  of  T.  10  N.,B.  20  E., 
and  all  lines  necessary  to  close 
the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  in 
T.  9  N.,  Bs.  2H,  21.  22,  and  25  E., 
T.  10  N.,  Bs.  18, 19.  and  21  E.,  of 
the  Qila  and  Salt  Biver  base 
and  meridian  upon  the  north 
boundary  of  the  White  Moun- 
tain Indian  Beservation. 

Exterior  and  subdivisional  lines 
of  T.  23  N.,  B.  13  W.,  Qila  and 
Salt  Biver  base  and  meridian 
in  the  Territory  of  Arizona. 

The  amended  south  boundary 
line,  segregating  the  ceded  por- 
tion  of  the  San  Carlos  or  White 
Mountain  Indian  Beservation. 


The  exterior  and  subdivisional 
lines  of  T.  9  N.,  B.  6  W.;  T.  15 
N.,  B.  6  W.;  T.  14  S.,  Bs.  15  and 
16  E.,  and  T.  17  S.,  B.  25  E., 
Gila  and  Salt  Biver  base  and 
meridian. 

The  exterior  lines  of  the  town 
site  of  Nogales,  in  the  county 
of  Pima,  Ariz.,  and  connecting 
line  with  public  survey. 

Exterior  and  subdivisional  lines 
of  T.  12  S.,  B.  26  E.,  of  the  Gila 
and  Salt  Biver  base  and  merid- 
ian. 


Bemarks. 


Beturns  transmitted 
to  the  General 
Land  Office;  not 
yet  approved. 

Triplicate  plat  to  be 
made  for  local  land 

■  office. 

Denuty  required  to 
snow  why  he 
should  not  return 
to  the  field. 

Beturns  just  retrans- 
mitted by  deputv 
to  be  reexammea, 
platted,  and  tran- 
scribed. 


Do. 


Beturns  in  officer 
notes  in  hands  of 
draftsman  for  plat- 
ting, but  are  sus- 
pended till  deputy 
explains  some  dis- 
crepancies found 
therein. 

Deputy*s  returns  in 
office  to  be  platted 
and  transcribed 
and  transmitted. 

Beturns  platted, 
transcribed,  depu- 
ty required  by  ue- 
partment  to  return 
to  the  field  and 
make  corrections 
of  errors  found  by 
special  examiner. 
Deputy  disap- 
peared about  two 
months  ago  His 
location  unknown. 

Deputy  now  in  the 
field. 


Su 


nspended,  awaiting 
aaditionai  supple- 
mental instruc- 
tions. 


&EPOET  OF  THE  SUSTETOE-OEHE&AL  OF  CAUFOBHA. 


Opfice  of  United  States  Surveyor-General 

FOR  THE  District  of  Califobnu, 

San  Francisco,  Jtdy  15,  2S97. 
Sir:  Ab  instructed  by  Department  letter  E,  dated  April  23, 1897, 1  have  the  booar 
to  submit,  in  duplicate,  the  f  ollowinp^  annual  report  of  the  surveying  operatuns 
in  the  district  for  the  fiscal  year  endm^  June  30,  1897. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  received  and  properly  recorded  and  indexed  tite 
following: 

Miscellaneous  letters 8,214 

Application  for — 

Survey  of  mining  claims _ 75 

Reports  on  placer  claims *...  1 

Reports  on  quartz  c laim  s 1 

Survey  of  islands ' 2 

Agricultural  lands _ '" 15 

Resurveys 4 

Appointments  of  United  States  deputy  mineral  surveyors 88 

There  have  been  issued  as  follows: 

Miscellaneous  letters 2,910 

Instructions  for  mining  surveys 81 

Instructions  for  reports  on  placer  claims 1 

Instructions  for  re^rts  on  quartz  claims 1 

Contracts  and  special  instructions  for  survey  of  public  lands 18 

Aggregate  liability,  $37,443.44. 

Since  last  report  there  have  been  appointed  24  United  States  deputy  mineral  sof 
veyors,  who  have  qualified.    A  list  of  the  same  is  as  follows: 


Name. 

Address. 

Name. 

Addms. 

Rohert  A.  Brown ..-..- 

Portervilleb 
Reno. 

Porterville, 
PlacenriUe. 
Red  Blutr. 
SanPranciaca 
Ran  debars. 
San  Frandaco. 

Do. 
Red  Blnff. 
San  Prancisco. 
San  Andreas. 

Harry  W.  Rhodes 

Pred  L.  Gtonld 

Thomas  L.  Knock 

Willows. 

Emil  Newman  .  ^.. 

Jacob  W.  Kaerth 

Golofla. 

John  H.  Price - 

Anthony  W.  Doeier _ 

Fredrick  Harrington 

Jesse  N.  Lentell . 

Bakersfleld. 

H  B  Shackelford 

OonlterriUe. 

H.  K   Wheeler ---- 

ESareka. 

C  E,  Shepard 

M.  M.  0'aiauirn«»y 

OtKirffe  Sandcw........ 

Williams.  Ldlien 

Randsbnnr. 

Qeor  ge  P.  Wakefield 

Clarence  H,  Wallaoe 

Albert  Halen               .   .... 

San  Jose. 
St.  Helena. 

y/I   IT  T^nninfr       ^.. .•*.. 

SnsanTiUe. 

L..  P  J  Wrinkle      

James  W.  Abbott 

Treka. 

Fred.  P.  Ames 

C.  P.  Von  Petersdorff 

Bakersfleld. 
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iz  cases  buve  been  heard  and  decided,  while  9  others  are  waiting  a  hearing. 
Work  of  drafting  office  for  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


Township  maps. 

Xi 

J.J 

iLr{« 

1 1 

j_  _ 

-.__j 

L_ 

Kxteri- 
ors. 

Snbdivi- 
sioiiS. 

and  ranchos. 

and  placer  claims. 

Sandries. 

Mouth. 

1 

4i 

1 

1 
-& 

O 

2 

13 

5 

10 
6 

1 

8 
9 
9 
3 

a 
o 

B 

2 
11 

2 
10 

5 

5 

12 

14 

1 

-3 

a 

•a 

O 

• 

•♦J 

1 

a 

t 

a 

a 

"E 
O 

5 

a 

■»-» 

1 

5 

13 

2 

21 
4 
8 

10 
8 
7 
9 
9 

10 

• 

1 

5 
13 

2 
21 

4 
7 

10 
6 
7 
9 
9 

10 

106 

i 

5 
22 

3 
27 

7 
36 

17 
7 

17 
9 

12 

]2 

174 

o  2 

V 

9 
OQ 

8 
15 

6 
15 

5 

8 

15 

15 

14 

8 

5 

s. 

I 

• 

s. 

1 
i 

• 

•d 
u 

40 

8 

12 

14 

7 

6 

15 
1 
8 

16 
17 
12 

156 

• 

j 

"i' 
~4 

• 

1 

1896. 
j^  _..... . . 

72 

rnflt  ... 

1 

1 

5 

18 

17 

9 

8 

3 

11 
9 
8 
5 

13 
2 

21 
4 

115 

tember.... 

52 

nber . 

2 

... 

158 

rember 

51 

fimber . . , .  r  ^  - 

1 

1 

1 

■■ 

10 

10 
7 
7 
9 
9 

10 

96 

1897. 

n  AFV         

100 

tmary . .     



— 

78 

"ch - 

3 
1 

1 

— 

1 
1 

... 

94 

•il 

77 

r  .. 



— 

66 

V  ---------------- 

t©       

54 

1 

1 

66 

76 

93 

5 

2 

— 

5 

'"'1 

— 

Total 

...107 

106 

iU 



1013 

1 

The  extent  and  character  of  surveys  are  as  follows: 


iwnship 
i  range. 


r,29W. 
r,25W. 
r.,25W. 
L,44E. 
\.,  43  E. 
(.,  45  E. 
I,  44  E. 
L,46E 
k.  44  E. 
i.,  45  E. 
i.,44E. 
\.,  45  E. 
;.,45E. 
I,  45  E. 
r,  IE. 

r.,  2E. 
r.,  2E. 

I,  40  E. 
I,  41  E. 
L,40E. 
L,  41  E. 
).,  40  E. 
).,  41  E. 
U  40  E. 
I.,  41  E. 
i.,40E. 


Merid 
ian. 

By  whom  sur- 
veyed. 

Number  and 
date  of  con- 
tract. 

Standard 

and  base 

lines. 

Township 
lines. 

Subdivision 
and  con- 
necting 
lines. 

State 
boun- 
dary 
grant 
and  con- 
necting 
lines. 

S.  B. 
S.  B. 
R.  B. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
S.B. 
8.B. 
S.B. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M  D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 

J.  R.  Glover 

do 

396,  Feb.  18, 1886 
do  -.-. 

3i.  C.  Xj. 

M.  a  L. 

330  33 

M.  a  L. 

962  71 
66  79  21 
46  18  15 
30  65  76 
62  15  91 
32  59    4 
50  19  25 
37  49  39 
60    131 
59  79  70 

59  79  50 
50  10    3 

60  040 
60    090 
41  77  28 

522  88 
3  19  61 
60  68  83 
60  45  36 
60  75  72 
60    039 

59  79  86 

60  025 
59  78  m 
59  79  49 

15  28  57 

do 

do 

440  99 

Chas.  Holcomb. . 
....do 

376,  Oct.  22, 1884 
do 

do 

do 

.  ..  do 

do 

.    .  do 

do 

..do 

.do 

.  do  

,  do 

do    

do 

..do 

do 

do      

do 

do 

do 

do - 

do.: 

do 

.    ..do 

do 

.do 

J.W.Fitzpatrick 
do 

378,  Nov.  8,1881 
do  

do 

..  .  do 

do 

.  .    do 

do 

..  .  do        ...    . 

do 

do 

do 

..  .do 

do      

do     . 

G.W.Baker 

308,  Sept.23,1884 

'600 
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Township 
and  range. 


8S.»41E. 
12  &.,  40  B. 
12S.,4]E. 
12  S.,  42  E. 
12  8.,  43  E. 
12S.,44E. 
12  S.,  45  E. 
12  8.,  46  E 

10  8..  38  E. 
12  8m  99  E. 

12  8.,  38  E. 

11  8.,  39  E. 
11  8.,  38  E. 

9a,4lE. 

10  8.,  99  E. 
16  8.,  45  E. 
15  8.,  45  E 

14  8.,  45  £. 
18  8.,  45  E. 

15  8.,  44  E. 
14  8.,  44  E. 

13  8.,  43  E. 

11  8.,  44  E. 
11  8.,  43  E. 

10  8.,  43  E. 

11  8..  42  E. 

10  8.,  42  E. 
9  8.,42E. 

11  8,  41  E. 
11S.,40E. 
10  8.,  41  E. 
10  8.,  40  E. 
SON.,  IE. 

30  N.,  2E. 

31  N.,  IE. 

14  N.,  11  W. 
12N.,12W. 

15  N.,  13  W. 
27  8.,  10  E. 


118. 
29  8., 
318., 
418.. 
418., 
46  8., 
9  8., 
9  8., 
16  8., 
15  8., 
15  8., 

15  8.. 

16  8., 
16  8., 
16  8., 
218., 
318., 

34  N., 

35  N., 


3W. 
15  E. 
15  E. 

15  E. 

16  E. 
15  E. 
88  E. 
30  E. 

21  E. 

22  E. 
23E 
24  E. 

21  E. 

22  E. 

23  E. 
12  E. 
HE. 

low. 

9W. 


36  N.,  low. 
1N.,15W. 

5N.,26W. 

5N.,27W. 

5N.,2»W. 

6N.,29W. 
EntreNapa 

Ro. 
21  8.,  11  E. 


228, 
22  8., 
25  8., 
25  8., 
25  8., 
28  8., 


HE. 
13  E. 

6E. 

7E. 
HE. 
18  E. 


Merid- 
iwi. 


M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M  D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
8.B. 


8. 

8. 

M. 


B. 
B. 

D. 


M  D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 

8.  B. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
8.  B. 

8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
S.  B. 
M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 


By  whom  sur- 
veyed. 


G.W.Baker  .... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Q.H.Perrln 

do 

do 

J. R. Glover   .... 
J.  B.  Tread  well.. 

N.L.Berdan 

do 

Mil  ton  8an  tee... 

do 

do 

N.L.Berdan 

do 

F.S.Ingalls 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

G.W.Baker 

J.  R.  Glover 

8.  W.  Brunt 

do 

do 

J.  R,  Glover  and 

M.F.Reilly. 
G.  H.  Perrin--.. 

do 

do 

do 

O.  H.  Buckman. 

Henry  Meyrick, 


Number  and 
date  of  con- 
tract. 


3683ept.  23,1884 
do 


Standard 

and  base 

lines. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

401,  Apr.  16,1885 

do 

do 

110,  Sept.  12,1879 
106.  Mar.   8,1803 

121,  Oct.  20,1879 
do 

122,  Oct.     7,1879 

do 

do 

130,  Oct.  19,1879 

do 

122.  May  14,1805 
do 


do 
do 
-do 
-do 
-do 
.do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

l.r.  Nov.  14. 1879 
118.  Oct.  14,1879 
183,  July    2,1880 

do 

do 

Inst.,  Nov.  1,1895 

128,  Apr.   9,1896 

do 

do 

Inst., July  H,180G 
In8t.,Dec.l3,1896 

397,  Mar.  4.1885 


-do 
-do 
.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 


Jo.  C  Ij. 

877    7 
6    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 


6  0 
6  0 
6  0 
6  0  0 
6  0  0 
038  42 


6    0    0 


1    1  26 


Township 
lines. 


M.  C  Ij, 


2  67  66 

3  40  75 


2  068 


262  50 
3  18  52 


3  1  17 


3  0  69 
6  0  21 


6  79  47 

12  037 
12  0  62 
H  79  51 
11  79  48 
6  44  68 


6 
6 


12  2  8 

10  79  60 

5  79  46 
17  78  97 

6  0  14 
098 
063 

11  79  45 

11  78  94 

12  0  11 
9  79  82 

17  79  48 
12  040 
15  78  49 
564  4 
11  65  2 

5  27  74 
11  77  88 
1124  16 

4  74  4 
11  79  51 

6  78  99 
11  77  94 

6  036 
834  80 
248  13 
2  14  0 
639  90 


7    589 
147  45 


2  11  27 
8  66  72 

3  73    8 


6  1  56 
10  0  27 
2  0  0 
4  0  0 
4  31  94 


4    346 

10  73    6 


6  033 
130  84 
6    1  16 


4  16  66 
43    0 

45  27 
4  2  7 
139  24 


14  9  90 
944  36 
4  31 
8  75 
6  2 
6  76 


59 
68 
88 
76 


Suhdiviaioii 
and  con- 
necting 
lines. 


M. 


C.L. 
13  44 


64  24 

20    4 


State 
boDn- 
dai7 
grant 
andooD- 
nectiog 
lines. 


M.C.L 


12  632 


36   6 


158  3S73 


36  12^ 
18  16 
30  78 

37  34 


30  101 
32  22 


10 

33 

56 

67  23 

13  11 

17  44 

24  19 

429 

41  61 
968 

32  13 
32  36 

19  21 
17  44 

42  71 
8    0 

21  78 

20  37 

6 

21  11 
46  78 

20  73 
24  6 
15  45 
41  43 

21  45 
61  79 

2  10 


12 
41 
91 

6 
11 

01 
94 
44 
85 
84 
73 
3V 
89 
19 
28 
44 
28 
79 
68 
64 
60 
18 
63 
90 
96 
28 
76 

2 


443  12 

14    7  22 

1166  78 

33 


31  25  92 

45    6  83 

26  69  92 
17  61  89 

27  69  40 
10  11  3 
22  67    4l 


12  08 


536  38 


244  71 
16  40 
2  16  48 
6  5144 
902  00 


671133 


68  40 


750  30 
4  61  74 
36212 


440  70 
16  63  21 
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Extent  and  character  of  surveys — Continned. 


ip 
fe. 

Merid- 
ian. 

By  whom  sur- 
veyed. 

Nnmber  and 
date  of  con- 
tract. 

Standard 

and  base 

lines. 

Township 
lines. 

Subdivision 
and  con- 
necting 
lines. 

State 
boun- 
dary 
grant 
and  con- 
necting 
lines. 

R. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

8.B. 

8.  R 

S.B. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

SB. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

S.B. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

M.D. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

8.  B. 

S.  B. 

Henry  Meyrick, 
...^.'do 

397,  Mar.  4,1886 
do 

M.C.L. 

M.C.L. 
637  30 

11  35  16 
23  76  65 
18    2  37 
18    3  71 
17  79  37 
11  77    6 
23  32  68 
6  78  12 
11  78  65 

11  78    2 

12  28  80 

Mm   C  Jjm 

28    4    2 

80  26  44 

60  66  99 

00    165 

60    7  10 

60  76  66 

60  70  32 

50  4182 

60    7  11 

66  66  55 

60  10  63 

62  68  63 

2118    0 

360  00 

27  79 

420 

840 

22    3 

17  21 

780 

M.C.L. 

R 

639  96 

n 

C.  W.  Sawyer. . . 
do 

322,  Aug.  31, 1883 
do.- 

R 

S 

do 

do" : 

f., 

do 

do 

V"-  ---- 

FS, 

do 

do 

R. 

do 

do 

n 

do 

do 

PS. 

do 

.....do 

R 

do 

do 

6    027 
6    0    2 

R, 

do 

do 

b:, 

G.  H.  Perrin...- 
do 

130,  May  25, 1896 
do 

R, 

97 

do 

136,  Aug.  27, 1896 
365i.Sept.  8,1884 
do 

6    948 

11  73  88 

11  69  65 

11  62  46 

13  23  54 

6    0    0 

6    0    0 

6  24  21 

11  61  66 

R 

do 

7  61  86 

E. 

....do 

E. 

do 

do 

E. 

do 

do 

E. 

do 

do 

6    026 
6    3  30 
677  68 

E. 

.  ...do 

do 

E 

..do 

do 

23  13 
00    823 

60  20  39 
68  63  35 

66  32  22 
60  22  18 
60  39  63 

67  46    8 
39  19  87 
60  78  99 
36  65  91 

8    4  80 

0    0  51 
12    117 
10  00  16 

6  41    1 
38  4105 

927  22 
80  22  60 
2735    1 
83  33  67 
12    1  25 
31    022 
35  50  10 

285  55 
60  38  16 
56  43  55 
20  79  72 
27  49  68 
10  25  19 

R 

Henry  Meyrick, 
do 

366,  Sept.   3,1884 
do 

E 

E 

do 

do 

E. 

do 

do 

E. 

do 

do 

R. 

do 

do 

R 

do 

do 

E. 

W.F.Benson.... 
do 

78,i^r.  23,1879 

10  43  12 
5  79  30 
1  40  23 
3    0  67 

R 

71. 

J.D.Hall 

do 

400,  i^r.  16,1885 

1    248 

W. 

W. 

do 

do 

W. 

do 

do 

2    0  13 
268    9 
258  72 
6  22  94 
440  24 
244    1 
544  24 
4  30  70 
528    9 

w. 

do 

do 

sv. 

do 

....  do 

w. 

do 

....  do 

sv 

do 

....  do 

w. 

do 

do 

71. 

do 

....  do 

F. 

....  do 

do 

8  28  96 

w. 

....  do 

.      do 

w, 

do  

..  .  do 

w 

do 

do 

2  39  81 

2  280 
14    2  66 
12    2    4 

39  90 

3  5    3 

4  4120 

w 

do 

do... 

B 

G.W.Pearson  .. 
.....do 

125,  Jan.  24, 1896 
do 

R 

W 

do 

do 

6   8  24 

W 

do 

do 

W 

do 

do 

2   922 

R. 

do 

do 

do 

6    0    0 
2    0    0 

R 

do 

B. 

do 

J.D.Hall 

do 

do 

18    0  45 
3    0    0 
6    0  14 

12  14  15 

00    765 

E. 

300,  June  6, 1883 
do 

E. 

60  30  33 
00  34  32 
oO  76  57 
60  78  49 

60  572 

61  64  57 
6379    1 
63  54  61 

62  48  36 
61  53  41 
60  74    2 
69  66  10 
00    6  11 
60  51  89 
62.53  40 
13  20  71 

62123 

1    662 

25    0  78 

6  0182 

E. 

do 

do 

B. 

a  W.Sawyer  ... 
do      

294.  Jan.  3,1883 
.  .    do 

B 

E 

...    do.     .      .  . 

..    do 

B. 

do 

do 

R 

....  do 

....  do 

65  75 

19  24  46 

12    0  36 

12  62  78 

633  24 

11  78    0 

6    0    0 

6    0    0 

B 

do 

do 

R 

do 

do 

B 

do 

do 

R 

do 

do 

E 

do 

do 

B, 

do 

...    do 

B, 

.  ..  do  

do 

R 

do .- 

do 

W 

J.  B.  Glover 

....do 

14,  July  23, 1878 
..    do  . 

8    936 

0  75  81 

w. 

7  78  17 

w 

do  

do 

439  64 

w 

J.A.Barry 

J.  R.  Glover 

91, June  2.1892 
129,  July  2,1896 

8  67    6 
58    0 

4  17  30 

w. 

6    0    0 
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Extent  and  diameter  of  surveys — Gontinued. 


Township 
and  range. 


1 S.,  18  W. 
1N.,18W. 
1  8.,  18  W. 
1N.,19W. 
IS..  19  W. 
1N.,19W. 
1  8.,  19  W. 
1N..2I)W. 
1  S.,  20  W. 
]N.,19W. 
1  8.,  19  W. 
1N.,30W. 
1  8.,  a)  W. 
HN..a)W. 
3N.,2UW. 


1)8 
IN., 
IN.. 
IN 
IN 


6E 

fiW. 

7W. 

8W. 

9W. 


IN.,  low. 
1N.,11W. 
1N..12W. 
iN.,  12W. 
2N.,  13  W. 
2N.,  UW. 
8N.,UW. 
4N.,  U  W 


4N., 
4N., 
5N., 
5N.. 
5N., 
4N., 
4N., 
3N., 
3N., 
2N., 
13  8., 


14 
30 

28 


8. 
8. 
8. 


13  8., 
27  8., 
2B  8., 
29  8., 


29 
SB 


8.. 


12  8., 


13  W. 
12  W. 
12  W. 
11  W. 

low. 

9W. 
8  W. 
7  W. 
6W. 
6W. 

35  E. 

38  E. 

41  E. 

42  E. 

36  E. 
42  E. 

41  E. 

42  E. 

41  E. 

42  £. 
35  E. 

3W. 


Total 


Merid 
ian. 


8. 
S. 
8. 
8. 
8. 
8. 


B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 


8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
M.D. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 


8. 
8. 
8. 
8. 


B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 


8.  B. 
8.  a 
8.  B. 
8.  R 


8. 

8. 
8. 
8. 
S. 


a 

B. 
B. 
B. 
B. 


8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
8.  B. 
M.D. 

M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M.D. 
M  D. 
M.D. 


By  whom  sur- 
veyed. 


Nnmber  and 
date  of  con- 
tract. 


Standard 

and  base 

lines. 


.R.  Glover. 

...do 

..do 

.-do 

.-do 


129,  July  2.1896 
...]In8t..Sept.7,1896 

..-! do 

do 

.-.; do 


Jf.  C.  L. 


do '137,Nov.  7,1896 


F 
L 


I 


do 

-do 

..do 

-do 

-do 

..do 

-.do 

..do 

-do 

P.McCray.. 
.  H.  Cutting... 

-do 

-do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

-do 

..do 

-do  

..do 

-do 

--do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

-do 

..do 

.  do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

W.Kaerthand 
8.  W.  Hanson. 

..do 

..do 

..do 

-do 

..do 

-do 

..do 

.-do 

..do 

..do 

.  A.  McMahon . 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

iri,Jan.  26,1880 
87.  Jan.  21.1892 
119.  Nov.  19.1894 
126,  Feb.  4.189(1 
do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

135.  Sept.  11. 1896 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

In:-.t.,May  18. 18110 


tf    0    0 


220    8 


Township 
lines. 


State 

Subdivision    ^ 
and  coo-    I   ^^ 

""*^        necting 
lines. 


534  86 


57  77 
335  Skil 


Jf .  C.  L.^ 
S*  37  «•> 


4 
4 

9 

M 
1 
1 


78 
71 

28 

78 

0 


•>» 

9 

So! 

Oi 
4: 


2    0  81 


6  73    0 
6    03U 


5    0    0 


1    0  TH; 


2  6l» 
75  T^i 

0  o| 
63  44; 

4  10! 
9  85: 

2  70  1(1 

3  0    7 

3  24 

1  4JS 


1 

4 
4 

2 

6 


6 
3 


1 
0 
2 
6 
12 


0  0 
033 
79  73 
023 
397 
6  15  56 
2  77  49 


1    0    0| 


18  14  98 


12  18  90 


18 

18 


;9  53 

18  30 

12  20:«i 

11  54  60 

4    0    0 


161  33  841,134    4  97 


M.C.L 

:':i"m 

928  4 
124  $ 
23S 


1  38^ 
49    0  52 

1    2    5. 
30  78  7? 


as  51  4.Si 

12  76  85 

14  »<  v< 

5  78  4o 

1  & 

0»< 

M     St 

1  18 
3  19j 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


1  79  6Hj 


3  19  S'l 

8  1  4ol 
13  5  51 
61  76  6 
18    8  46 

59  36  24 
64    7  21 

60  62  11 
G3  13  791 
58  33  17 
31  40  81 

20  421 


5,515  14  2212:9  3  4^ 


4  47  < 

3.7  41 

2*M 


li  ft 
98 


6    1    1 

4  48  Si 

1 ....... 

8  55  6r> 

9  496 

- . ....  — 

7  19    4 

6  78  88 

..-.*.. — . 

e'oaV 

1      

\" 

t 

1 

4109; 


Very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Green, 
Unifed  States  Surveyor-General  far  California. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


BEPOET  OF  THE  SUBVETOE-OEHEEAL  OF  COLOEADO. 


Denver,  July  1, 1897, 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instmctions  in  yonr  circular  letter  E,  dated  April  23, 
1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report,  with  statement  of 
contracts  entered  into  with  deputy  surveyors  for  the  survey  of  public  lands,  pay- 
able from  the  regular  appropriation;  statement  of  office  work  in  connection  with 
the  surveys  of  mineral  claims,  and  statement  of  accounts  of  the  office  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

LAND  DIVISION. 

Number  of  acres  of  land  surveyed,  approved 52,115 

Number  of  acres  of  land  surveyed,  not  yet  approved 238, 000 

Number  of  miles  of  lines  surveyed,  approved 310 

Number  of  townships  subdivided  and  surveys  approved .-.  4 

Number  of  townships  subdivided  and  surveys  not  yet  approved 15 

Number  of  plats  made  of  surveys _  23 

Number  of  diagrams  made  for  adjustment  of  agricultural  claims  and 

placer  claims  by  legal  subdivision,  by  order  of  General  Land  Office 50 

Number  of  diagrams  of  surveys  made  to  accompany  special  instructions 

to  deputy  surveyors 15 

Original  plats  of  sections  made  in  conformity  with  paragraph  46  of  mining 

circular  of  December  10, 1891 40 

Number  of  diagram  tracings  of  segregation  sheets  made  and  forwarded  to 

the  General  and  local  land  offices  _ 252 

Number  of  surveyed  sections  affected  by  mineral  surveys 1, 168 

N  umber  of  segregation  sheets  made  to  date  of  such  sections 387 

Number  of  such  sheets  made  and  not  yet  traced 11 

Number  of  contracts  entered  into  for  survey  of  public  lands. 5 

Special  instructions  prepared  and  issued  in  quadruplicate  for  the  survey  of 

public  lands 5 

STATEMENT  OF  SURVEYS  UNDER  CONTRACTS  NOT  CLOSED  AT  DATE  OP  LAST 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

By  GJeorge  W.  House,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  794,  dated  June  23, 
1893: 

Miles.     Chs. 

T.  5S.,R.  94  W.,  Sixth  principal  meridian 62        75 

T.  5S.,  R.  95  W.,  Sixth  principal  meridian 60         3 

T.  5  S.,R.  96  W.,  Sixth  principal  meridian 59       62 

Survey  rejected  by  General  Land  Office  letter  E ,  dated  February  3, 1896.  Deputy 
was  notified  of  the  rejection  February  7, 1896.  Appeal  was  taken  by  deputy,  filed 
in  this  office  March  1,  1896,  and  forwarded  to  General  Land  Office  March  2, 1896. 
Since  that  time  no  further  information  has  reached  this  office. 

By  Edwin  H.  Kellogg,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  795,  dated  October 
18,  1893: 

Miles.      Chs. 

T.  36N.,R.  1  E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 56  42 

T.  33N.,R.  2  E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridiau 54  22 

T.  36  N. ,  R.  2  E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 56  11 

T.  36N.,  R.  2^  W.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 23  60 

T.  32  N.,  R.  4E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 9  46 

T.  34  N.,  R.  2\  W. .  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 38 

T.  34  N.,  R.  4  E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 52  43 

T.  35  N.,  R.  2\  W.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 23  61 

T.  32  N.,  R.  5  E. ,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 38  13 

7*  32  N.,  R.  6  E.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian 38  16 

6646 24  369 
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Extension  of  time  until  October  1,  1897 »  was  granted  to  depntv  to  maike  oor 
rections  of  survey;  action  approved  by  General  Land  Office  letter's,  February  4, 
1897. 

By  Edwin  H.  Kellogg,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  798,  dated  Maj37, 
1895: 

JCOea.  Ghs. 

T,  15  S.,  R.  97  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian _ _ 55  9 

T.  15  S.,  R.  98  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian _ 64  ^ 

T.  US.,R.  98  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian _ 56  e6 

T.  US.,  R.  97  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian 2t  61 

T.  48  N.,  R.  8  W.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian _ 70  65 

Survey  approved  by  this  office  May  27, 1896.  Surveys  insjiected  in  the  field  by 
special  examiner  in  August,  1896.  This  office  authorized  by  General  Land  Office 
January  5, 1897,  to  send  deputy  back  into  the  field  to  correct  Burvejrs.  Surveys 
corrected  by  deputy  and  approved  by  this  office  June  16,  1897,  and  plats  and 
transcripts  transmitted  to  General  Land  Office  for  acceptance. 

By  Addison  J.  McCune,  deputy  surveyor,  under  his  contract  No.  799,  dated 
June  9, 1895: 

T.  12S.,R.  99  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian 18  \^ 

T.  13a,R.  99  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian , .  60  46 

T.  13  S.,R.  100  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian _. 44  2 

T.  13  S.,  R.  100  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian 65  50 

Surveys  approved  by  this  office  June  27, 1896,  and  accepted  by  General  Land 
Office  iDecember  17, 1896.  Plats  filed  in  local  land  office  by  authority  of  QeDenl 
Land  Office  March  11, 1897. 

By  William  H.  Ck>chran,  deputy  surveyor,  under  his  contract  No.  797,  dated 
July  24, 1895: 

liesurvey  of  the  town  site  of  Ck)mwall,  in  Rio  Grande  County,  Colo. 

Survey  approved  by  this  office  February  7,  1896.  Survey  inspected  by  specttl 
examiner  July,  1896. 

Deputy  ordered  to  return  to  field  and  retrace  lines  by  authority  of  General 
Land  Office  letter  E,  January  11, 1897. 

Retracement  survey  not  yet  approved^ 

By  Theodore  Rosenburg,  deputy  surveyor,  contract  No.  800,  dated  March  31, 
1896:  T.  6  S.,  R.  83  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian. 

Time  extended  for  deputy  to  complete  survey.  Action  approved  by  Genonl 
Land  Office,  Letter  E,  September  26, 1896. 

Returns  made  to  this  office  by  deputy  October  15, 1896.  Notes  returned  to  dep- 
uty, after  examination ,  for  correction.    Complete  returns  not  yet  made  by  depnty. 

By  John  A.  Storm,  deputy  surveyor,  under  his  contract.  No.  802,  dated  liuf  1. 
1896:  Survey  of  the  west  boundary  of  the  Ute  ceded  lands  in  Colorado,  116  miles, 
18  chains. 

Survey  completed  and  approved  by  this  office  April  27, 1897,  and  plats  and  tran- 
scripts transmitted  to  Qencoral  Land  Office  for  acceptance. 

Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  with  deputy  surveyors  for  the  survey  of  pubiie 
lands  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897  y  payable  from  the  regular  appro- 
priation for  that  year. 


808 
(a) 
804 

806 
806 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


Aug.  8,1886 
Aug.  22, 1806 
Aug.  28, 1806 

Mar.  31. 1897 
May  8.1897 


Name  of  deputy. 


James  A.  Dofflomyre 


Blair  Borwell. 


Addison  J.  McCane. 


John  W.Irion. 


John  A.  Bennett. 


Character  and  location  of  field  work. 


Survey  of  Tps.  3  and  4  N.,  B.  87  W. ;  T.  2  N., 
B.  flew.:  Tps.  2  and  3  S.,B.  93  W.,  of  sixth 
principid  meridian. 

Survey  of  a  portion  of  T.  34  N.«  Bs.  10  and 
11  w.,  Newliexico  principal  meridian,  tn 
Old  Fort  Lewis  Military  Reservation. 

Survey  of  T.  2  S.,  Rs.  95  and  96  W.;  T.  9  S., 
R.  idO  W.;  T.  11  S.,  R.  97  W.,  fractional  T. 
10  S.,  Rs.  100, 101.  and  103  W..  sixth  prin- 
cipal meridian,  and  meander  lines  of 
Qrand  River. 

Extension  survey  in  T.  8  S..  Rs.  82, 83,  and 
H4  W.,  sixth  principal  meridian. 

Survey  of  Tps.  37  and  38  N..  R.  5  W.,  frac- 
tional T.  ;U  N.,  Rs.  13, 14.  and  15  W.,  New 
Mexico  principal  meridian. 


Estimsted 
amoQ&t 


$s,50aoo 
loaoD 

2,S00.00 

700. » 
1,100.00 


o  Special  instraotiona. 
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The  surveys  of  James  A.  DoflBemyre,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  803, 
have  'been  completed  and  are  ready  for  inspection.  His  field  notes  have  been 
examined  by  this  office  and  appear  to  be  correctly  executed,  and  the  plats  and 
transcripts  of  same  are  now  being  prepared  in  this  office. 

The  surveys  by  Blair  Burwell,  deputy  surveyor,  under  special  instructions  dated 
August  22,  1896,  have  been  completed  and  the  returns  of  the  deputy  filed  in  this 
office,  and  are  now  being  examined. 

The  surveys  by  Addison  J.  McCune,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  804, 
have  been  completed  and  the  deputy's  returns  filed  in  this  office,  and  the  field  notes 
are  now  being  examined.    This  survey  is  ready  for  inspection  in  the  field. 

The  surveys  of  John  W.  Irion,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  805,  and 
John  A.  Bennett,  under  contract  No.  806,  are  now  being  executed  by  the  deputies 
in  the  field. 

MINERAL  DIVISION. 

Statement  of  official  orders  istmed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897, 


Nature  of  work. 


Orders  for  original  surveys,  1896: 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Orders  for  original  surveys,  1807: 

January , 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Total 

Amended  orders  for  original  surveys 

Total 

Orders  for  amended  surveys,  1806: 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Orders  for  amended  surveys,  1807: 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Total 

Orders  for  descriptive  reports  on  placers  by  legal  subdi- 
visions  

Amended  orders  for  descriptive  reports  on  placers  by 
legal  subdivisions 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total  original  survey  orders  issued 

Total  orders  for  amended  surveys  issued 

Total  orders  for  descriptive  reports 

Orders  for  amended  surveys  on  descriptive  reports 

Orders  for  joint  surveys  issued 

Total  official  orders  issued 

Original  surveys  approved,  1896: 

August 

September 

October  

November 

peoember ,... 


Number. 

Lodes. 

Placers. 

3 
3 
5 
5 

10 

Mill 
sites. 

62 
68 
66 
56 
53 
60 

71 
63 
44 
47 
41 
35 

88 
180 
117 

85 
102 
147 

96 

111 

107 

124 

87 

68 

2 
2 
6 

1 
2 
6 

6 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 

2 
3 

1 
3 
8 
8 

664 
40 

1.321 
120 

44 
5 

33 
1 

713 

1.450 

49 

34 

6 
11 
2 
2 
4 
6 

3 
6 
6 
1 
4 
6 

20 

15 

2 

4 

8 

13 

1 

8 
1 
7 
7 

1 
1 

—  - 

1 

65 

8 
3 

95 

2 

1 



664 

65 

8 

3 

0 

1,321 
05 

44 
2 

33 
1 

739 

1            , 

95 
92 
134 
UK 
117 
127 

197 
160 
215 
189 
240 
228 

1 
3 
5 
2 
7 
4 

3 
2 
3 

1 
1 
3 
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Statement  of  official  orders  issued,  etc. — Contmned« 


Nature  of  work. 


Original  surveys  approved  1897: 

January 

February 

March 


April 
May. 
June. 


Total 


Amended  surveys  approved  1886: 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Amended  surveys  approved  1897: 
•     January 

February  

March 


April 
May. 
June. 


Total 

Amended  plats  and  field  notes  approved. 

Total 


Descriptive  reports,  legal  subdivisions 
Certificates  of  $500,  expenditure 


Total 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total  original  surveys  approved 

Total  amended  surveys  approved 

Total  reports  and  aflBdavite  approved. 


Total 


Number. 


142 

lUl 

110 

77 

67 

49 


1.193 


5 
1 
4 
7 
3 
6 

4 

4 
12 
4 
3 
8 


66 

187 


223 


9 
315 


9BM 


1.193 
223 
324 


1.740 


Lodes. 


PlacerB 


241 
2M 
207 
142 
97 
129 


2.298 


6 

2 

13 

12 

3 

13 


12 

21 

7 

3 

3 


104 
273 


377 


2.288 
377 


S,67D 


Original  surveys  before  the  office  June  SO,  1897. 


9 

7 

« 


sitcf. 


4 

I 

4 


00 


S 


2 


2 


e 


I 


Number. 


Under  examination  or  returned  for  correction. 

Number  of  surveys  being  made  up 

Number  of  surveirs  awaiting  examination 


Total 

Number  of  orders  issued  and  surveys  not  filed. 


Amended  surveys  before  the  office  June  SO,  1897. 

Number  of  cases  awaiting  action  of  claimants 

Cases  ready  to  be  prepared 

Nnmber  of  eases  reported  and  awaiting  action  of  General  Land  Office. 
Number  of  cases  in  office 

Connected  sheets  and  mineral  plats. 

New  sheets  constructed 

Old  sheets  reproduced  or  renewed 

Mineral  plat«  made 

Transcript  of  field  notes,  reports,  and  affidavits  prepared 


Letters. 


General  Land  Office  letters  received 

Miscellaneous  letters  received 

General  Land  Office  letters  written . 
Miscellaneoua  lettws  writtw , 


U 

27 
16 
77 


63 

16 

6,457 

1,800 


570 
7,(r75 


4,800 
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Statement  of  deputy  mineral  surveyors. 

Total  ntunber  of  United  States  deputy  mineral  sarveyors 148 

Depnties  under  snspension 3 

New  commifisions  issued  during  fiscid  year 27 

Commissions  renewed _ 5 

Commissions  revoked 2 

Commissions  resigned _ 6 

Account  salaries,  surveyor-generai  and  clerks. 
Appropriation $12, 000. 00 

Paid  surveyor-general 2,000.00 

Paid  clerks 9,908.21 

Balance  refunded,  per  certificate  of  deposit  No.  6670,  issued  by  First 
National  Bank  of  Denver  June  80, 1897 1.79 

12, 000. 00 
Account  contingent  expenses. 
Appropriation _ $8, 600 .  00 

Paid  rent 2,000.00 

Paid  incidentals 1,599.92 

Balance  refunded,  per  certificate  of  deposit  No.  6672,  issued  by  First 

National  Bank  of  Denver  June  30,  1897 .08 

3,600.00 

Account  deposits  by  individuals  for  office  work  on  survey  of  mineral  eUaims. 

July  1, 1896,  total  balance  to  credit  of  office $66,218.11 

Deposits  for  office  work  on  mineral  surveys: 

July,  1896 $4,475.00 

August,  1896 5,040.00 

September,  1896 3,645.00 

October,  1896 3,085.00 

November,  1896 3,980.00 

December,  1896 4,450.00 

January,  1897 3,895.00 

February,  1897 3,095.00 

March,  1897 4,065.00 

April,  1897 3,995.00 

May.  1897 2,100,00 

June,  1897 4,125.00 

45, 950. 00 

Total 112,168.11 

Balance  on  deposit  in  First  National  Bank  July  1,  1896. 8, 839. 77 

Drafts  received  from  United  States  Treasury: 

July  28, 1896 20,000.00 

November  20, 1896 20,000.00 

January  25, 1897 20,000.00 

April  17, 1897 13,000.00 

73, 000. 00 

81,339.77 

Paid  clerks' salaries 75,756.50 

Paid  incidentals 991.00 

Balance  on  deposit  in  First  National  Bank  of  Denver 

July  1,1897 4,592.27 

Balance  in  United  States  Treasury  July  1,  1897 30,828.34 

112,168.11 


Total  balance  to  credit  of  office  July  1, 1897 85,420.61 

Very  respectfully, 

Thos.  D.  Robinson, 
Surveyor-General  for  Colorado, 

The  CoifMissioNER  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Office  of  United  States  Survetor-Genbral, 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  July  8,  JS97, 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instmctions  contained  in  yonr  letter  £  dated  April  33, 
1897, 1  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report 
of  the  snrveying  operations  in  the  surveying  district  of  Florida  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  80, 1897. 

field  work. 

The  field  operations  of  this  district  for  the  past  fiscal  year  nave  not  been  very 
extensive.  The  only  sur%  ey  that  has  been  executed  was  that  of  an  island  of  aboat 
200  acres  in  T.  28  S. ,  R.  29  E. ,  Florida.  The  returns  of  this  survey  are  now  in  tie 
office,  and  would  have  been  examined  and  acted  upon  before  the  expiration  of  the 
fiscal  year  but  for  the  inability  of  the  deputy  to  make  his  returns  at  the  date 
specified  in  his  instructions,  which  date  was  extended. 

The  survey  of  the  20,000-acre  land  grant  of  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  and  the 
resurvey  of  T.  40  S.,  R.  21  E.,  are  now  being  executed,  but  have  not  yet  progressed 
to  such  extent  that  I  am  qualified  to  make  any  report. 

There  are  nov/  several  applications  in  the  office  awaiting  the  applicants  to  sub- 
mit sufficient  evidence  of  the  character  of  the  land.  Most  of  these  applications 
are  for  the  survey  of  islands,  which  entails  much  inconvenient  and  difficult  wcirk 
on  the  applicants  to  establish  the  character  and  condition  of  these  islands  in 
accordance  with  the  law  and  regulations. 

OFFICE  WORK. 

The  office  work  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  very  onerous.  In  addition 
to  the  regular  routine  work,  there  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  fiscal  year  ser- 
eral  months  of  work  in  arrears.  To  perform  this  work  properly  and  fulfill  the 
urgent  demands  that  were  constantly  made  upon  this- office,  it  required  both  the 
clerk  and  myself  to  work  from  8  a.  m.  to  oftentimes  late  in  the  evenings. 

This  office  received  during  the  past  fiscal  year  487  miscellaneous  letters.  While 
most  of  these  letters  are  applications  for  information  obtainable  from  this  office, 
it  must  be  understood  that  all  of  the  perplexing  difficulties  conceivable  which 
have  any  relation  to  the  surveys  in  this  State  are  referred  to  this  office  for  elad- 
dation.  To  satisfactorily  solve  the  problems  presented  requires  much  work  and 
study  of  the  governmental  method  of  surveving,  past  and  present. 

I  have  received  from  the  Department  200  letters  and  have  written  to  the  Depart- 
ment 285  letters. 

The  following  reports,  copies  of  plats,  patent  plats  and  descriptive  notes,  man- 
dates and  decrees  of  courts,  copy  of  proceedings  in  land-hearing  cases  have  been 
Erepared  by  this  office  during  the  past  fiscal  year  and  transmitted  to  the  Qenenl 
•and  Office: 

Plat  of  survey  of  Blacks  Island,  sec.  3.  T.  9  S.,  R.  11  W.,  Florida,  with  certified 
transcript  of  the  original  field  notes  of  the  survey  thereof. 

Township  plat  of  the  survey  of  six  islands  in  T.  41  S.,  R.  20  £.,  with  certified 
transcript  of  the  original  field  notes  of  the  survey  thereof. 

Supplemental  diagram  showing  that  portion  of  the  private  claim  of  John  H. 
Mcintosh  not  conflicting  with  other  confirmed  private  claims,  designated  as  sec 
45,  T.  19  S.,  R.  34  E.,  and  sec.  38,  T.  19  S.,  R.  35  E.,  Florida. 

Report  and  rtKJommendation  in  reference  to  a  strip  of  unsurveyed  land,  1  mile 
wide,  between  T.  15  S.,  Rs,  13  and  14  E.,  Florida. 

Report  on  ap]>lication  of  F.  T.  Laird  for  the  survey  of  an  alleged  unsurveyed 
Spanish  concession  undor  **  speinal-deposit  system." 

Report  on  the  application  of  Brainarti  T.  Ball  for  the  survey  of  several  islanda 
known  as  Ragg«Mi  Ke)*a  and  the  unsurveyed  part  of  Sanders  Key,  aU  in  T.  56  S., 
R,  42  E.,  Florida, 
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Beport  on  application  of  Qeorge  W.  Hay  for  the  snrrey  of  an  island,  sitnated 
in  sees.  23,  24,  25,  and  26,  T.  28  S.,  R.  29  E.,  Florida. 

Report  relative  to  the  sufficiency  of  data  in  this  office  for  the  constmction  of 
supplemental  plats  with  the  areas  of  the  fractional  sections  and  subdivisions  within 
the  20,000-acre  claim  of  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  in  Columbia  County,  Fla., 
without  an  actual  survey  of  the  claim;  also  whether  it  is  practicable  to  survey 
this  claim  at  the  present  day. 

Rex)ort  and  decision  in  the  matter,  J.  J.  Kittel,  assignee  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
V.  The  Unit^  States,  claim  to  certain  lands  as  swamp  lands. 

Appeal  of  J.  Fras.  LeBaron,  attorney  for  W.  W.  Laidlow,  from  the  adverse 
decision  of  this  office  on  an  application  for  the  survey  of  an  alleged  tract  of  unsur- 
veyed  land  in  sec.  5,  T.  2  S.,  R.  27  E.,  Florida. 

Copy  of  the  following  documents  in  the  matter  of  the  (George  Atkinson  15,000- 
acre  land  claim: 

Copy  of  the  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  rendered  at  the 
January  term,  1842.  The  copy  of  the  supplemental  order  of  the  superior  court  of 
east  Florida  of  November  23,  1845. 

Copy  of  decree  of  confirmation  of  surveys,  dated  April  10, 1852,  rendered  by  the 
district  court  of  the  United  Staces,  northern  district  of  Florida. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  one  of  the  surveys  made  in  the  name  of 
Atkinson  and  Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  37,  T.  18  S.,  JR.  29  E.,  and  sec.  87,  T.  13  S., 
R.  30E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  4,000-acre  survey  made  in  the  name  of 
Atkinson  and  Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  44  and  sec.  45,  T.  10  S.,  R.  27  E.,  and  sees. 
38  and  39, T.  10S.,R.  27E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  6,000-acre  survey  made  in  the  name  of 
George  Atkinson,  designated  as  sec.  37,  T.  7  S.,  R.  17  E.,sec.  37,  T.  7  S.,  R.  18  E., 
and  sec.  41,  T.  8  S.,  R.  18  E.,  Florida. 

Copy  of  the  mandate  of  the  superior  court  of  the  district  of  east  Florida,  at  its 
July  term,  1840,  confirming  the  claim  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke  for  2,000  acres,  rex)ort 
No.  12,  claim  No.  2,  situated  at  Cedar  Hammock  and  Deep  Creek. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  1,000  acres  of  said  claim  which  has  been 
surveved,  in  two  tracts— one  covering  sec.  44,  T.  9  S.,  R.  27  E.,  sec.  46,  T.  10  S., 
R.  27  E.,  sec.  39,  T.  9  S.,  R.  28  E.,  and  sec.  38,  T.  10  S., R.  28  E.,  and  the  other  des- 
ignated as  sec.  38,  T.  9  S.»R.  28  E.,  and  sec.  37,  T.  10  S.,  R.  28  E.,  Florida. 

Reix)rt  on  application  of  T.  H.  Holloway  and  others  for  the  resnrvey  of  frac- 
tional T.46  S.,  K.21  E.,  Florida. 

Copy  of  decree  and  mandate  of  the  superior  court  of  east  Florida,  July  term, 
1840,  confirming  the  claim  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  claim  No.  30  in  report  No.  12, 
to  1,000  acres  of  land. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  said  claim  as  surveyed  and  designated  as 
sees.  48  and  49,  T.  11  S.,  R.  31  E.,  Florida. 

Copy  of  decree  and  mandate  of  the  superior  court  of  east  Florida  of  November 
il7, 1840,  confirming  the  claim  of  George  J.  F.  Clarke  to  2,000  acres  of  land;  patent 
plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  surveyed  part  of  said  claim,  1,000  acres,  desig- 
nated as  sec.  38,  T.  12  S.,  R.  22  E. 

Two  partial  reports  on  the  prog^ress  of  the  survey  of  the  20,000-acre  claim  of 
Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo. 

The  following  copies  of  plats,  x>atent  plats,  and  descriptive  notes  have  been  pre- 
pared by  this  office  during  the  past  fiscal  year  and  forwarded  to  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Gainesville,  Fla. : 

Plat  of  survey  of  Blacks  Island,  sec.  3,  T.  9  S.,  R.  11  W.,  Florida,  and  descriptive 
notes  of  the  character  and  quality  of  the  soil  and  timber  found  thereon,  and 
description  of  the  comers. 

Plat  of  survey  of  six  islands  in  T.  41  S.,  R.  20  E.,  and  descriptive  notes,  and 
description  of  the  comers. 

Supplemental  plat,  showing  that  portion  of  the  private  claim  of  John  H.  Mcintosh 
not  conflicting  with  other  confirmedprivate  claims,  designated  as  sec.  44,  T.  19  S., 
B.  34  E.,  and  sec.  38,  T.  19  S.,  R.  35  £.,  Florida. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes' of  the  G^rge  Clarke  claim,  sec.  68,  T.  5  S.,  R. 
29  E. ,  as  a  basis  for  patent. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  G^rge  J.  F.  Clarke, 
designated  as  sec.  12,  T.  3  N.,  R.  28  E.,  and  sec.  7,  T.  3  N.,  R.  29  E.,  Florida,  as 
bases  for  patents. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  James  and  G^rge 
Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  38,  T.  9  S.,  R.  30  E.,  Florida. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  Joseph  Gaunt,  desig- 
nated as  sec.  52,  T.  18  S.,  R.  34  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  Charles  W.  and  G^rge  J.  F. 
Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  37,  T.  9  S.,  R.  30  E. 
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Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  Charles  W.  Clarke,  designated 
as  sec.  87,  T.  18  S.,  B.  28  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  Charles  W.  Clarke,  designated 
as  sec.  43,  T.  14  S.,  R.  27  E.,  and  sec.  39,  T.  14  S.,  R.  28  E. 

Patent  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  Charles  W.  Clarke,  designated  as 
sec.  44,  T.  14  S.,  R.  27  E.,  and  sec.  87,  T.  14  S„  R.  28  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  Richard  Weightman, 
designated  a&  sec.  45,  T.  14  S.,  R.  27  E.,  sec.  38,  T.  14  S.,  R.  2S  E.,  and  sec.  37.  T. 
15S.,R.  28E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  Andrew  Stores,  diesig- 
nated  as  sec.  40,  T.  18  S.,  R.  27  E.,  and  sec.  42,  T.  14  S.,  B.  27  £. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  James  Clarke  under  Honoria 
Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  42,  T.  11  S.,  R.  31  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  private  claim  of  G-eorge  J.  F.  Clarke, 
designated  as  sec.  40,  T.  4  S.,  R.  28  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  that  portion  of  the  private  claim  of  Charles 
and  George  Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  46,  T.  8  S.,  R.  30  £. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  that  part  of  the  claim  of  Charles  and 
George  Clarke,  designated  as  sec.  40,  T.  10  S.,  K.  30  E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  the  claim  of  Domingo  Reyes,  designated  as 
sec.  88,  T.  16S.,R.  30E. 

Patent  plat  and  descriptive  notes  of  two  private  claims  of  William  Craig,  claim 
No.  1,  designated  as  sec.  47,  T.  2  S.,  R.  26  E.,  and  sec.  44,  T.  2  S  ,  R.  27  E.,  and  claim 
No.  2,  designated  as  sec.  46,  T.  2  S.,  R.  26  E  ,  Florida,  as  bases  for  patents. 

Plat  of  sec.  31,  T.  IS.,  R.  15  E.,  showing  snbdivision  and  acreage. 

Copy  of  plat  of  sec.  80,  T.  7  N.,  R.  17  W.,  showing  the  snbdivision  and  ansa& 

Copy  of  the  following  township  plats:  T.  3  S.,  R.  28  E. ;  T.  35  S.,  R.  30  E.;  T.  58 
S.,  R.  40  E.J  T.  59  S.,  R.  40  E.;  T.  35  S.,  R.  41  E.,  and  T.  1  N.,  R.  3  E. 

Fonr  sets  of  special  instructions  for  surveys  and  resurveys,  with  the  necessarr 
accompanying  diagrams,  copies  of  field  notes,  and  plats  of  the  adjacent  snrreji 
have  been  prepared  in  quadm plicate  form  for  the  guidance  and  assistance  of 
deputies  in  the  execution  of  their  contracts.  Four  contracts,  in  triplicate,  for 
surveys  have  been  entered  into,  for  particulars  of  which  see  tabular  statement 
below. 

On  account  of  the  arrears  in  office  work  and  the  numerous  demands  made  npon 
this  office  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  it  has  prevented  an  index  of  the  correspond- 
ence being  made. 

The  records  of  the  office  have  been  very  well  preserved  during  the  fiscal  year 
by  applying  an  effective  insecticide. 

SWAMP   LANDS. 

The  following  swamp-land  selections  have  been  made  by  the  State  selectmg 
agent  for  Florida,  and  approved  by  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1897:  Swamp-land  list  No.  81,  approved  July  22,  1896,  containing  an  estimated 
area  of  254.71  acres;  swamp-land  list  No.  82,  approved  August  11,  189^,  contam- 
ing  61.70  acres;  swamp-land  list  No.  83,  approved  January  8,  1897,  containing 
480  acres;  swamp-land  list  No.  84,  approved  March  20,  1897,  containing  40  acres; 
swamp-land  list  No.  85,  approved  April  10, 1897,  containing  160  acres. 

Transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  G^eneral  Land  Office  on  February  15, 
1897,  decision  of  this  office,  dated  December  31, 1896,  rejecting  swamp-land  selec- 
tions, filed  by  State  authorities  October  19, 1896. 

Transmitted  February  15, 1897,  a  decision  of  this  office,. dated  December  31. 
1896,  rejecting  swamp-land  selections,  filed  bv  State  authorities  November  12, 1896. 

Each  decision  of  tnis  office  was  af&rmed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office. 

The  State  selecting  agent  has  filed  five  swamp-land  selections,  which  are  now 
awaiting  the  action  of  this  office. 

There  was  also  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  a  decision, 
dated  December  11, 1896,  in  the  matter  of  J.  J.  Kittel,  assignee  of  the  State  of 
Florida  v,  the  United  States,  claim  to  certain  swamp  lands. 

SPANISH  ARCHIVE. 

In  my  several  annual  reports  I  have  particularly  urged  the  necessity  of  an 
increase  in  the  appropriation,  sufficient  to  allow  the  employment  of  a  clerk  who 
understands  the  Spanish  language,  in  order  that  these  records  may  be  indexed 
and  arranged  so  that  the  information  contained  in  them  may  be  readily  accessible. 
Therefore,  I  again  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  and  ask  a  favor- 
able consideration  thereof. 
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SURVEYS, 

The  application  for  the  survey  and  resnrvey  now  in  process,  not  having  been 
approved  in  time  to  permit  the  completion  of  the  work,  it  is  impossible  for'me  to 
make  any  elaborate  reix)rt  on  the  surveys  in  this  district  for  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  returns  of  the  survey  of  Live  Oak  Island  have  been  received  by  this  office, 
the  examination  and  computation  of  which  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days. 

The  survey  of  the  20,000-acre  private  claim  of  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo  is  now 
in  progress  of  execution.  Partial  reports  have  been  submitted  by  the  deputy  to 
this  office  which  inclines  me  to  believe  that  there  will  soon  be  a  successful  and 
satisfactory  execution  of  the  survey  of  this  Spanish  g^rant,  which  was  first  attempted 
about  fifty  years  ago. 

The  resnrvey  of  T.  46  S.,  R.  21  E.,  Florida,  is  now  also  in  progress  of  execution; 
but  as  the  deputy  has  been  at  work  only  a  few  days,  I  am  unable  to  make  any 
reiwrt  as  to  the  progress  of  this  resnrvey. 

ARREARS  OP  OFFICE  WORK. 

The  amount  of  business  that  has  been  performed  by  this  office  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  prevented  a  complete  disposal  of  the  arrears  that  had 
accumulated  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896.  However,  I  am 
glad  to  rex>ort  that  much  of  this  work  was  accomplished  which  will  afford  a  favor- 
able comx>arison  with  this  year's  accumulation.  The  work  on  hand  at  this  date 
incompleted  is  as  follows: 

Elxamination  and  computations  of  the  returns  of  the  survey  of  Live  Oak  Island, 
preparing  triplicate  plats  of  said  survey. 

Index  of  letters  received  from  Department  during  the  years  1896  and  1897. 

Index  of  miscellaneous  letters  from  1886  to  date. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  there  is  needed  on  the  records  of  the  office  the  same  as 
stated  in  my  last  annual  estimates  dated  June  18,  1897. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  were  as  follows: 
*' Appropriation,  salaries  in  office  of  surveyor-eeneral,"  $3,000;  "Appropriation, 
contingent  expenses  in  office  of  surveyor-general,"  $500.  Of  these  appropriations, 
I  have  received  $8,500  and  have  expended  $3,436.94,  placing  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  $63.06,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  amount, 
$500,  received  by  me  from  the  **  Appropriation  for  contingent  expenses." 

Under  the  appropriation  for  expenses  of  hearings  in  land  entries  I  have  received 
$10.25.  which  amount  has  been  expended. 

This  office  has  received  from  the  sale  of  old  furniture  $25,  which  amount  has 
been  turned  into  the  Treasury  of  United  States  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  H.  Milton,  Jr., 
United  States  Surveyor-Oeneral  for  Florida, 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C. 


Statement  of  surveying  contracts  in  Florida  entered  into  during  tlie  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1897. 


Contract. 

Name  of  deputy. 

Character  and  locality  of  work. 

Liability. 

No. 

Date. 

a4 

(fc) 
5 

1896. 
Dec.  21 

\m. 

Jan.  16 
Apr.  17 
June  10 

C.  P.  Hopkins 

W.H.  Macy 

K.  p  r«i^Tnp 

Survey  of  the  bound  arv  lines  of  the  20,000-acre 
grant  of  Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo;  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  Fla. 

Survey  of  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  on 
Live  Oak  Island  and  its  accretions,  in  sees.  23, 
24.  25,  and  aj,  T.  2«  S.,  R.  29  E.,  Florida. 

Survey  of  the  boundary  lines  of  the  20,000-acre 
Krant  of  .Jose  de  la  Maza  Arredondo,  in  Co 
lumbia  County,  Fla. 

Resnrvey  of  T.  4(5  8.,  R.  21  E.,  and  necessary  re- 
tracements  in  Ts.  45  and  46   S.,  B.   22  £., 
Florida. 

$800.00 

75.00 
800  00 

6 

A.  W.  Gilchrist 

426.00 

a  This  contract  was  canceled  at  the  request  of  deputy  on  account  of  physical  diaability. 
6  Special  instractions. 
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Office  of  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Boise  City,  Idaho,  July  19,  JSS:. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  directions  of  your  circular  letter  E,  dated  April  '23, 
1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  i-eport  of  surveying  operations  in  the 
district  of  Idaho  for  the  fiscax  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  with  tabular  statements,  as 
follows: 

A.  Statement  showing  the  contracts  awarded  by  this  office  and  approved  bj 
your  office,  payable  from  the  apportionments  of  $31,500  allotted  to  this  surveriiig 
district,  per  letters  E  of  July  28, 1896,  and  June  12, 1897.  respectively,  from  the 
appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  11,  1896,  for  surveys  and  resur- 
veys  of  public  lands. 

fi.  Statement  showing  a  contract  awarded  for  surveys  of  the  remaining  nnsor- 
veyed  portions  of  Nez  Perce  Indian  Reservation  (ceded  lands),  Idaho,  pa}'able 
from  a  special  appropriation  of  $10,000  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  iO,  1898 
(29  Stat.  L.,340). 

C.  Statement  showing  in  detail  the  performance  of  work  in  this  office  upon 
plats,  maps,  diagrams,  special  instructions,  reports  and  letters,  deputes'  acconnts, 
office  accounts,  transcripts  of  field  notes,  and  other  matters;  also,  indicating  in 
tabular  form  the  mileage  of  approved  surveys. 

No  contracts  were  awarded  for  surveys  of  public  lands  under  provisions  (tf 
sections  2401,  2402,  and  2403,  Revised  Statutes,  and  no  surveys  were  authorized 
under  said  system. 

No  deposits  were  made  during  the  year  by  railroad  comimnies  for  field  or  office 
work. 

The  deposits  on  account  of  office  work  in  connection  with  surveys  of  miniDg 
claims  and  mill  sites  for  patent  (Chapter  VI,  Title  XXXII,  Revised  Statutes), 
amounted  in  the  aggp-egate  to  $3,480. 

No  deposits  were  made  for  surveys  under  provisions  of  sections  2401,  2403,  and 
2403,  Revised  Statutes. 

As  appears  from  Statement  C,  during  the  fiscal  year  surveys  were  approTed 
and  all  office  work  in  connection  therewith  performed,  aggregating  4,080  milee 
7  chains  86  links,  classified,  as  follows: 


Character  of  lines. 


MeasnremoitB. 


Meridian  lines.. 
Standard  lines.. 
Township  lines. 

S<»ction  lines 

Meander  lines... 
Connection  lines 

Total 


mies. 

Ch*. 

ZJbL 

18 

0 

0 

6S 

6 

SI 

486 

U 

47 

3,3» 

£6 

97 

160 

84 

36 

18 

55 

25 

4,080 


8S 


Seventy-six  townships  and  fractional  townships  were  surveyed  and  the  surveys 
approved,  embracing  1,191,924.57  acres  of  land. 

There  were  completed  during  the  year,  viz: 

Plats  of  exterior  lines  of  townships 28 

Plats  of  townships  subdivided ^ 

Plats  of  mining  claims  and  mill  sites  (87  of  which  were  of  consolidated 

claimH) 1^ 

Plats,  connected  sheets  of  mineral  surveys o 

Plats  of  segregation  of  mineral  lands  from  public  domain 9 

Diagram  plats  accompanying  awarded  contracts 27 

Plats  and  diagrams  for  special  agents  and  e2uuniner8  of  surveys 40 

Total 510 

378 
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One  hnndred  and  sixty-five  certified  transcripts  of  approved  agricultural  and 
mineral  surveys  were  prepared  and  transmitted. 

Twenty-four  sets  of  special  instructions  to  deputies  were  prepared  in  quadru- 
plicate, aggregating  96  sets  and  embracing  492  pages. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty  letters  were  written  and  reports  prepared,  comprising 
675  pages  of  press  copy. 

Numerous  petitions  for  surveys  of  public  lands,  together  with  affidavits  of 
settlers,  were  received,  examined,  and  properly  acted  upon. 

Applications  for  survey,  accompanied  by  certificates  of  location,  of  47  mining 
claims  and  mill  sites  were  received,  examined,  estimated  on  account  of  office  work 
furnished  and  orders  for  survey  issued. 

Twelve  consolidated  mining  claims  (embracing  46  locations),  18  single  locations 
of  mining  claims,  and  1  lode  and  mill  site  in  connection  were  surveyed  for  patent. 

Twenty-two  surveying  accounts,  each  in  triplicate,  were  made  out  of  approved 
surveys,  executed  by  deputies  under  contracts,  and  submitted  to  your  office  for 
the  usual  action  thereon. 

Field  examinations  were  made  of  surveys  executed  under  11  contracts  and 
partial  examination  of  surveys  under  2  other  contracts. 

Not  referred  to  in  the  foregoing,  surveys  were  completed  in  the  field  under  con- 
tract No.  170,  Samuel  G.  Rhoades  and  WiUiam  B.  Kimmel,  United  States  deputy 
surveyors. 

Field  work  of  surveys  under  contract  No.  177,  James  W.  Shannon,  United 
States  deputy  surveyor,  and  those  by  James  M.  Porter,  United  States  deputy  sur- 
veyor, under  special  instructions  in  lieu  of  contract,  were  also  largely  performed. 

In  addition  to  the  work  noted  in  detail  herein  and  in  the  accompanying  state- 
ments, a  large  amount  of  labor  of  miscellaneous  character  has  been  performed  in 
connection  with  the  surveying  service  in  this  district. 

Continued  activity  in  gold-mining  operations  over  a  large  portion  of  the  State 
is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  assayer  of  the  Boise  City  assay  office  for  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed,  and  is  also  indicated  by  the  increased  deposits  on  account  of 
bfi&ce  work  in  connection  with  surveys  of  mining  claims  for  patent,  such  deposits, 
as  per  report  herewith  submitted,  being  over  50  per  cent  larger  than  those  for  the 
preceding  fiscal  year.  Idaho  now  stands  fourth  in  the  list  of  gold-producing  States 
and  Territories  of  the  Union. 

A  steady  growth  in  population  is  noted  in  this  State  from  year  to  year,  there 
having  been  26,695  votes  cast  at  the  last  general  election,  denoting,  on  the  usual 
basis  for  estimate  in  this  region,  a  total  population  of  over  180,000  people. 

Considering  the  depression  of  times  shown  over  the  country  generally,  Idaho 
has  enjoyed  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  as  compared  with  other  Western  States. 
Material  progress  has  continued  in  some  branches  of  industry,  especially  in  mining 
development  and  operations. 

As  fully  stated  in  my  estimates  submitted  on  the  26th  ultimo,  a  demand  for 
public  surveys  still  exists,  wherefore  liberal  appropriations  for  the  public  surveying 
service  in  the  district  should  continue  to  be  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  C.  Strauohan, 
United  States  Surveyor-Oeneral  for  Idaho. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washingtont  D.  C, 
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A. — Statement  showing  contracts  awarded  payable  frovn  apportionment  of$Sl^p} 
from  the  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  J  J,  JS96,for  sunxp 
and  resurveys  of  public  lands,  per  letters  E  of  Jtdy  28,  1896,  and  June  IS,  1SS7. 


Contract. 


No.     Date. 


179 


181 


182 


183 


184 


185 


180 


ih: 


1806. 
Nov.  17 


18J17. 
Jan.  28 


Name  of  deputy. 


Lyman  B.  Kendall 


Samuel  G  Rhoades 
and  William  B. 
Klmmel. 


Apr.  21 


May    5 


...do 


May    6 


.do. 


Emery  Oliver 


Albert  Oliver.... 


William  Alloy 


Henry  Meldrum . . . 


Hezekiali  H.  John- 
son and  Harold  A. 
Rands. 


May  17 


Oscar  Sonnenkalb. 


Character  and  locality  of  work. 


All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  exterior, 
section,  and  connection  lines  necessary 
to  complete  the  survey  of  the  following 
townships:  Oroup  1,  T.  3  N.,  B.  4  E.;  T. 

9  S.,  B.  »  E.:  T.  10  8.,  B.  21  E.:  T.  10  S., 
B.  22  E. :  T.  10  8..  B.  23  E. ;  T.  ID  8.,  B.  24 
E..  and  T.  11  8.,  B.  21  E.,  of  the  principal 
base  and  Boise  meridian,  district  of 
Idaho.  Group  2.  T  6  N.,  B.  6  E.:  T.  7 
N.,  B.  8  E.,  of  the  principal  base  and 
Boise  meridian,  district  of  Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following  townshira:  T.  7  S,  R.  2 
E.;  T.  7  8.,  B.  ft  E.;  T.  9S.,  B.  19  E.;  T. 

10  8.,  B.  19  E.;  T.  1  N.,  B.  44  E.;  T.  5  N., 
B.  4«  E.:  T.  6  N.,  R.  30  £.;  T.  5  N.,  B.  37 
E.;  T.6N.,  B.  3ttE.;  T.  6N.,  B.  37  E.;  T. 
14  N.,  B.  28  E.;  T.  14  N.,  B.  27  E.;  T.  15 
N..  B.  26  E.:  T.  16  N.,  B.  27  E.;  T.  18  N., 
B.  23  E.,  oi  the  nrincipal  base  and  Boise 
meridian,  district  of  Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  bo  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  68  N.,  R.  1  W.:  T.  » 
N.,  R.  1  W.:  T.  50  N..  R.  2  W.,  and  frac- 
tional T.  52  N.,  R.  3  W.,  of  the  principal 
base  and  Boise  merioiiui,  district  of 
Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  nleander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  oonne<;tion 
lines  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  42  N.,R.  1  E.,  and 
T.  42  N.,  R.  1 W.,  of  the  principal  base 
and  Boise  meridian,  district  of  Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  14  N.,  R.  2  E :  T.  16 
N.,  R.  2  E.,  and  T.  15  N.,  R.  4  E,  of  the 
principal  base  and  Boise  meridian,  dis- 
trict of  Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  10  N.,  R.  6  E.;  T.  11 
N.,  R.  6  E.:  T.  12  N.,  R.  5  E.,  and  T.  13 
N..  R.  6  E..  of  the  principal  base  and 
Boise  meridian,  distncc  of  Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  to  complete  Uie  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  14  N.,  R.  5  E.;  T.  15 
N.,  R.  5  E. :  T.  VS  N.,  R.  6  E. ;  T.  17  N.,  R. 
6  E..  and  T.  17  N.,  R.  4  E,  of  the  princi- 
pal base  and  Boise  meridian,  district  of 
Idaho. 

All  of  the  standard  and  meander,  town- 
ship exterior,  section,  and  connection 
lines  necessary  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  following:  T.  35  N.,  B.  3  E.;  T.  42 
N.,  B.  2  W.;  T.  42  N.,  B.  8  W.;  T.  42  N., 
B.  4  W.;  T.  45  N.,  B.  1  E;  T.  46  N„  B.  2 
E;  T.  46  N.,  B.  2  E:  T.  65  N.,  B.  2  W.,of 
the  principal  base  and  Boise  meridian, 
district  of  Idaho. 


LiabU- 
ity. 


$4,800 


proTed 


imi 

Jul  G 


4,700    Htf.ff 


4,600 


2,800 


2,700 


Majn 


Kay  24 


3fsyS 


3.000 


JuselS 


4,400 


4,000 


Jane  1 


June  12 
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B.—Statement  showing  the  work  embi'oced  in  contract  for  certain  surveys  within 
Nez  Perce  Indian  Reservation,  Idaho,  payable  from  appropriation  of  $10fiO0  by 
act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1806  {29  Stat,  L,,  340). 


Contract. 


No. 


180 


Date. 


Jan.    8,U97 


Name  of  depnty. 


Herman  D.  Oradon 
and  James  H.  Robb. 


Character  and  locality  of  work. 


All  of  the  standard  and  meander, 
township  exterior,  section,  and 
connection  lines  necessary  to 
complete  the  survey  of  the  re- 
maining unsurveyed  portions  of 
the  Nez  Perce  Indian  Reserya- 
tlon  (ceded  lands)  embraced  in 
the  following  townships:  Tps. 
33,34,35. and  37  N.,R.2  K;  T.35 
N.,R.3E.;  T.36N.,R.1E.;  T.33 
N.,Rs.3  and  4  W.;  T.  36N.,R.  1 
W.;  'I^.33.35,and87N.,R.lE.: 
Tps.  33  and  34  N.,R.  4  £.;  T.34 
N,R.3E.;  T.36N.,R.2E.;  T.84 
N.,  Rs.1,2,  and  3  W.,  and  T.  36 
N..  Rs.  1  and  2  W.,  of  the  prlnci- 

Sal  base  and  Boise  meridian, 
istrlctof  Idaho,  inclnding  snch 
resnrveys  as  may  be  f  onnd  nec- 
essary in  connection  with  the 
work. 


Liabil- 
ity. 


$6,600 


Approved. 


Mar.   8,1807 


C. — Detailed  statement  of  performance  of  work  in  the  field  {approved  surveys)  and 

office  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1807, 


I 

t 

o 

o 


164 
166 

100 

167 
168 

109 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
178 


170 

(b) 


Name  of  deputy  surveyor. 


Samuel  G.  Rhoades  and  William  B.  Kimmel 
William  Alley 

Lyman  B.  Kendall 

Prank  Riblett 

C.  Cliilord  Stevenson  and  David  O.  Steven- 
son   

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 

Emery  Oliver 

Albert  Oliver 

HermanD.  Oradon 

Hezekiah  H.  Johnson  and  Ernest  P.  Rands 
Lyman  B.  Kendall  and  Frank  S.  Shirley . . 

William  Alley 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 


TownMhip  plats  made  of  pending  surveys. 

Samuel  O.  Rhoades  and  William  B.  Kimmel 
James  M.  Porter 


Total 


Plats  pre- 

IMtred,  public 

surveys. 


Town- 

Town- 

ships 

ship 

subdi- 

exteri- 

vided. 

ors. 

36 
al2 

al2 


21 
12 
0 
6 
21 
12 
12 
18 
21 


1»5 


36 
9 

240 


2 
o 


2 
2 
2 


2 
2 
2 
2 


24 


2 
2 


28 


Oft 

ft     . 

.OH® 


13 
12 


7 
4 

3 
2 
7 
4 
4 
6 
7 


re 


Area. 


76 


Acres. 
214,230.04 
124,389.10 

93, 876. 31 1 

23,062.73 

166.003.24 
43,100.81 
68.974.44 
46,089.03 
87,493.57 
88.042.06 
91,249.68 
99,7:i0.04 
66,683.62 


1,191,924.57 


1,191,924.57 


Submitted 
to  Com- 
missioner. 


Jan.  16,1897 
Sept.  1,1896 
July  31, 1896, 

and  Nov.  7, 

1806. 
Jan.   18,l»r7 


May 

Nov. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

May 

Feb. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Apr. 


15,l»r7 
12,1806 
6,1897 
27,1897 
28.1897 
24,1807 
19,1897 
20,1897 
19,1897 


a  Balance  of  plats  of  this  contract  given  in  report  of  1896. 


b  Special  instructions. 
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C. — Detailed  statement  of  performance  of  work  in  the  field,  etc. — ContiiiTied. 

MILEAGE  OF  APPROVED  8URV15Y3  EXECUTED. 


No.  of 

con- 
tract. 

a  164 

al65 
a  166 
ol«7 
a  168 

a  160 
6171 
6172 
6173 
6174 

cl75 

dl76 
6178 

Name  of  deputy  sarreyor. 


Meridian 
lines. 


Stand- 
ard 
linee. 


Samuel  G.  Rboades  and  Wil- 
liam B.  Kinmiel 

William  Alley 

Lyman  B.  Kendall 

Prank  Riblett 

C.  Clifford  Stevenson  and 
David  O.  Stevenson 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 

Emery  Oliver 

Albert  Oliver 

Herman  D.  Gradon 

Hezekiah  H.  Johnson  and 
Ernest  P.  Rands 

Lyman  B.  Kendall  and  Frank 
S.Shirley 

William  Alley 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 


Jtf.  C.  L. 


18    0    0 


Total. 


18    0    0 


Jl.    C/.    AJ. 


540  42 
11    0    0 


6  0  0 
6  0  0 
646  39 

6    0    0 

12    0    0 


52    6  81 


Town- 
ship 
lines. 


M.  a  L. 

88  49  40 
30  41  94 
68  53  73 
17  79  61 


99 
15 


41  25 
25  6 
47  76  63 
23  79  63 

36  78  18 

36  20  19 

63  47  08 
28  57  35 
17  38  69 


Section 
lines. 


M.  C    L. 

570  34  99 

ass  13  64 

423  70  96 

60    OTl 

413  5  50 
119  77  73 
179  64^40 
114  55  28 
809  28    3 

221  68  n 

238  64  30 
286  77  76 
152  64  96 


495  14  47  3,329  56  97 


ders. 


M.C.L. 


15  19  n 
10  3137 


M.CL 
4  4!!  91 

140^ 


3sa 


20  49  85 


10  70  34 
136  40 

16  68  60 

14  0  66 
16  42  60 
60  3183 


166S4  3B 


3S7  i 
41 83 


2  19 


l«ftS 


a  Surveys  accepted. 
6  Action  iMsnding. 


c  Accepted. 

dTwo  townships  accepted;  balance  pending. 


SURVEYING  ACCX)UNTS  PREPARED. 


No.  of 
con- 
tract. 


164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
160 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
178 


Deputy  surveyor. 


Samuel  G.  Rhoades  and  William  B.  Kimmel. . 

William  Alley 

LymaQ  B.  Kendall 

Prank  Riblett 

C.  Clifford  Stevenson  and  David  O.  Stevenson. 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 

Emery  Oliver 

Albert  Oliver 

Herman  D.  Gradon 

Hezekiah  H.  Johnson  and  Ernest  P.  Rands — 

Lyman  B.  Kendall  and  Frank  8.  Shirley 

William  Alley 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 


Nnmber 
of  sets  IB 
triplktte. 


1 

i 
i 

1 

M 

m 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 

I 

• 


Total 

Aggregate. 


S 


FIELD  INSPECTION  OP  PUBLIC  SURVEYS. 


No.  of 
con- 
tract. 

164 
Ift*) 
160 
167 
HW 
160 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
178 


Examiner. 


Thomas  Q.Gerdine 

H.  P.  B.  HoUyday 

do... 

do 

do • 

do 

H.  P.  B.  HoUyday  (partial examination).. 

do 

do 

do 

H.  P.  B.  Hollydav 

Thomas  G.  Gerdine  (partial  examination) 
Henry  W.  Newby 


Name  of  deputy. 


Samuel  G.  Rhoades  and  William  B  KimmeL 

William  Alley. 

Lyman  B.  Kendall. 

Frank  Riblett. 

C.  Clifford  Stevenson  and  D.  O.  StevensoD. 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb. 

Emery  Oliver. 

Albert  Oliver. 

Herman  D.  Gradon. 

H.  H.  Johnson  and  E.  P.  Rands. 

L.  B.  Kendall  and  F.  S.  Shirley. 

William  Alley. 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb. 


MINERAL  AND  OTHER  PLATS  MADE  DURING  FISCAL  YEAR. 

Plats  of  mining-claim  surveys * 1* 

Plats  of  connected  sheets,  niining  <listricts 8 

Plats  of  segrogiition  of  mineral  laud ► • 

Total  mineral  plat« l^ 

Diagram  plats  acoomiwinying  a\var<lod  contracts -^ 

Plats  and  diagrams  for  special  agents  and  examiners *» 

Total HI 
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C. — Detailed  statement  of  performance  of  icork  in  the  fields  etc, — Continued. 
TRIPLICATE  PLATS  TRANSMITTED  TO  REGISTERS. 

Boise  City  land  office: 

Township  plats 8 

Mineral  plats 10 

CoBTir  d'Alene  land  office: 

Township  plats 1 

Mineral  plats : 9 

Town-siteplats 1 

Hailey  land  office: 

Township  plats 18 

Mineral  plats 13 

Lewiston  land  office; 

Township  plats 4 

Blackfoot  land  office: 

Township  plats 19 

Total 76 

TRANSCRIPTS  PREPARED  AND  TRANSMITTED. 

Aj^cnltural  surveys 122 

luneral  surveys 31 

Mineral  surveys  amended 1 

Mineral  improvement  rei>orts 2 

Copies  of  original  field  notes  for  depu ties,  aggregating  43  notebooks,  1 ,  733  pages 9 

Total 165 

SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  DEPUTIES. 


No.  of 
con- 
tract. 

Name  of  deputy. 

Sets  in 
quadru- 
plicate. 

Pages. 

179 

Lvman  B  Kendall 

2 

12 

9 

180 

TFl«rTn|i.Ti  p,  Oradon  and  JamoR  H.  Roi^^ .  

11 

181 

Samuel  G.  Rhoades  and  William  B.  Kimmel 

10 

182 

Emery  Oliver 

8 

18:) 

Albert  Oliver 

16 

184 

William  Alley 

7 

185 

Henry  Meldrum * 

8 

186 

Hezekiah  H.  Johnson  and  Harold  A.  Rands 

16 

187 

Oscar  Sonnenkalb 

24 

SuTXDlemental  special  instmrtions  to  various  deputif^^                 -  -  

14 

Total 

24 

96 

123 

AflTgreKate 

482 

OFFICE  ACCOUNTS  PREPARED. 


Vouchers  (each  in  triplicate)  for  Indian  office 

Vouchers  (each  in  dupUcateVfor  usual  accounts 

Abstracts  payments  (each  in  triplicate) 

Accounts  current  (each  in  duplicate)  for  usual  accounts 

Total 


SetA. 

SheetA. 

4 

12 

176 

352 

13 

39 

13 

26 

206 


429 


LETTERS  WRITTEN  AND  REPORTS  PREPARED. 


Df'partment  correspondence . 
Miscellaneous 


Total 


Pages. 


237 
428 

666 


Mineral  survey  orders  issued 47 

Forms  of  surveying  contracts: 

Prepared- sets..    8 

Ilaco  in quAdruplicAte ,,., „,.,,.,,.,,, sheets..  32 
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Office  of  United  States  Survetor-Gexsrau 

New  Orleans^  La.y  July  1,  i^T. 
Sir:  Pnrsnant  to  cuBtom,  and  in  compliance  "with  instructions  contained  in  yocr 
circular  letter  £,  dated  April  2;^,  1897,  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmii  (in  dnpticatei 
mv  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  accompanied  with  the 
following?  statements,  viz: 

A.  Estimate  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  surveying  service  in  the  district 
of  Louisiana  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899. 

B.  Estimate  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  compensation  of  the  snrrejor- 
general  and  his  clerks  in  the  district  of  Loaisiana  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1899. 

C.  Estimate  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of 
the  surveyor-general,  district  of  Louisiana,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,189^' 

D.  Statement  of  office  work  which  will  be  in  arrears  in  the  surveyor-genoil's 
office,  district  of  Louisiana,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18S& 

SURVEYS. 

Very  little  has  been  done  under  this  head,  as  the  following  statement  will  shov, 
viz: 

As  authorized  by  your  letter  dated  January  29, 1897,  special  instructions  irew 
issued  to  United  States  Deputy  Surveyor  Howard  Wilkinson  (on  April  36, 18»' '. 
providing  for  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  sec.  30,  in  T.  11  N.,  R.  10  W.,  north 
western  district,  Lonisiana. 

The  said  instructions  were  approved  by  your  letter  E,  dated  May  15, 1897,  lai 
on  the  19th  of  the  same  month  the  deputy  was  instructed  to  proceed  wit^  the 
execution  of  the  work.  The  returns  thereof  were  made  to  this  office  on  June  T, 
1897,  but  by  letter  from  this  office  dated  June  11,  1897,  the  deputy  was  instracted 
to  return  to  the  field,  and  make  additional  work.  He  returned  this  day,  statii^ 
that  his  field  notes  would  be  filed  in  a  few  days. 

On  May  24, 1897,  as  authorized  by  office  letter  E,  dated  April  27, 1897,  special 
instructions  we,re  issued  to  United  States  Deputy  Surveyor  Cieorg^  O.  Elms,  for 
the  survey  of  the  back  preemption  of  Folin  Fux  &  Co.,  in  T.  6  S.,  R.  5  E.,  south- 
western district,  Louisiana. 

These  instructions  were  approved  by  office  letter  E,  dated  Mav  29,  1897,  and  on 
June  4  the  deputy  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  he  is  at  pre-eot 
in  the  field. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  surveying  has  been  done  in  this  district,  for. 
as  the  explanatory  note  in  support  of  the  amount  estimated  as  being  necessary  for 
the  surveying  service  in  this  State  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899  (State 
ment  C,  herewith),  shows,  surveys  and  resurveys  are  desired  in  several  parts  of 
the  State,  and  by  referring  to  the  reports  for  several  years  pi^t  it  will  be  seen  that 
demands  for  such  surveys  and  resurveys  have  been  filed  in  this  office,  and  no 
apportionment  being  made  to  this  district  out  of  the  appropriation  for  snch  sur- 
veys nothing  has  been  done  in  that  line  up  to  the  present  time.  Much  as  I  dislike 
to  reiterate  what  has  already  been  stated  in  past  reports.  I  must  at  least  repeat  that 
**I  earnestly  hope  that  the  appropriation  for  the  8urve>ing  service  for  the  fiscal 
year  1897-98  will  be  large  enough  to  enable  you  to  make  an  apx>ortionment  to  this 
district." 

OFFICE  WORK. 

Fortunately  under  this  head  I  can  report  at  length,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  lean 
show  that,  with  the  limitotl  clerical  force  at  my  command,  a  great  deal,  not  to  say  a 
vast  amount,  of  v«lnablt»  and  \*ery  important  work  has  been  done  during  the  y«r 
just  closed,  and  I  hoiH>  tho  following  statement  will  bear  me  out  in  my  assertion: 

One  hundred  and  Ht»vontv  w»von  letters  and  reports  have  been  received  from  the 
Department,  9tJ  of  which  1i:ive  l>een  answered  as  required,  and  257  letters  aud 
reports  have  becu  writton  to  the  lK^i>artment, 
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Fifty-one  letters  have  been  written  to  the  officers  of  the  United  States  land 
offices,  and  41  letters  have  been  received  from  said  officers. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-siz  letters  were  received  from  local  surveyors  and 
individnals.and  131  letters  have  been  written  to  these,  making  thus  a  total  of  535 
letters  and  reports  written  by  this  office  during  thetfiscal  year. 

Certificates  of  location,  under  the  act  of  June  3, 1858,  haye  been  issued  in  whole 
or  in  part  satisfaction  of  58  confirmed  private  land  claims,  aggregating  32,687.69 
acres  of  land,  and  necessitating  the  filling  up  of  314  of  such  certificates  on  the 
engraved  form,  and  of  these  58  cases  48  have  been  authenticated  by  the  Bureau. 

Previous  to  the  issuance  of  these  certificates  each  case  was  thoroughly  and  rig- 
idly examined,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  aforementioned  act  of  1858, 
and  this  work  in  itself  consumed  much  time  and  labor,  as  in  most  cases  the  records 
to  be  examined  in  connection  with  each  case  are  generally  voluminous,  requiring, 
therefore,  the  most  careful  attention  in  preparing  the  several  rex)ort8  accompanying 
each  case  to  the  Department  for  authentication.  In  addition,  a  copy  is  retained  of 
every  original  document  sent  to  the  Department  in  support  of  each  case,  and  when 
the  originals  are  retained,  a  copy  is  sent,  and  furthermore  a  book  is  kept  where 
each  case  of  certificates  issued  is  properly  recorded. 

When  the  scrip  or  certificates  are  returned  to  this  office  duly  authenticated  they 
are  delivered  to  the  parties  legally  entitled  thereto,  who  afterwards  dispose  of 
them,  and  finally  the^  same  certificates  are  returned  to  this  office  by  their  pur- 
chasers, in  order  that  they  may  be  indorsed  with  the  proper  certificate,  showing 
their  rights  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  the  legal  representative  of  the  confirmee.  In 
support  of  their  ownership  of  said  certificates,  they  file  transfers  from  the  original 
owner  to  them,  and  before  transmitting  these  transfers  to  the  Department  a  copy 
is  retained  for  the  files  ot  this  office.  During  the  past  year  193  certificates  have  been 
indorsed  and  36  transfers  have  been  copied. 

In  addition  to  the  above  stated  number  of  scrip  cases  six  other  applications  for 
such  certificates,  after  having  been  thoroughly  examined,  were  denied,  and  a 
decision  rendered  to  that  effect  in  each  case.  In  three  of  these  cases  the  appli- 
cants, through  their  attorney,  waived  their  right  of  appeal,  and  in  the  other  three 
cases  appeals  were  taken,  one  of  which  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  Department 
in  affirming  the  decision  of  this  office,  and  the  other  two  cases  are  still  pending. 

With  your  letter  dated  October  7, 1896,  you  transmitted  to  this  office  for  examma- 
tion  and  report  two  lists  of  swamp  selections  which  have  been  filed  in  your  office 
in  recent  years  and  made  of  record  without  having  been  acted  upon  by  your 
predecessors. 

The  said  report,  which  necessitated  the  careful  examination  of  swamp  lists  and 
the  field  notes  of  463  tracts  of  land  in  113  different  townships,  in  order  to  show 
the  exact  status  of  each  of  said  tracts,  was  made  and  transmitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment on  I^ovember  37,  1896. 

Another  important  work  which  has  received  due  consideration  was  the  prepara- 
tion of  patent  plats  (in  duplicate)  of  confirmed  private^'land  claims.  During  the 
past  fiscal  year  154  of  such  plats  and  descriptive  notes  have  been  prepared  in  dupli- 
cate for  that  number  of  private-land  claims,  making,  therefore,  a  total  of  308  plats 
made. 

With  your  letter  dated  March  81, 1897,  you  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  10, 1897,  entitled  "An  act  to  quiet  title  and  possession 
with  respect  to  certain  unconfirmed  and  located  private-land  claims  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana." 

This  act  confirms  all  the  claims  known  as  the  located,  but  unconfirmed,  private- 
land  claims  described  in  the  list,  or  tabular  statement,  accompanying  the  report 
dated  February  19,  1880,  made  by  the  surveyor-generi^  to  the  Department  under 
a  resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate  of  December  3, 1879,  which  report  and 
list  were  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  on  March  8, 
1880,  as  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  Ill,  Forty-sixth  Congress,  second  session. 

On  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  and  in  accordance  with 
instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  transmission,  the  proper  annotations 
regarding  the  confirmation  of  each  claim  was  made  on  the  records  of  this  office, 
especially  upon  the  particular  township  plats  of  survey  where  the  claims  api)ear. 

In  m]r  last  report  I  stated  that  there  yet  remained  5,487  patents  plats  to  be  pre- 
pared (in  duplicate),  but  since  the  receipt  of  the  aforementioned  act  of  February 
10,  1897,  confirming  500  claims  (formerly  known  as  unconfirmed  claims),  the 
number  of  plats  to  be  prepared  in  duplicate  had  therefore  been  increased  to  5,987. 
Deducting  from  this  number  the  154  plats  made  this  year,  leaves  5,833  of  such 
plats  yet  to  be  made  in  duplicate. 

Twenty -seven  books  of  partly  defaced  old  field  notes  have  been  copied,  com- 
pared, and  filed  for  future  reference. 
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Nineteen  township  plats  which  were  almost  obliterated  by  constant  use  andige 
have  been  reprodnced,  compared,  certified,  and  filed  also  for  fatnre  reference. 

Thirty-six  sapplemental  diagrams  to  be  filed  with  the  proper  plats  of  sorrer 
have  been  prepared  in  triplicate,  making  a  total  of  108  of  snch  plats  prepared. 

Four  township  plats  were  copied  and  transmitted  to  the  Department. 

To  the  above  must  be  added  the  transcribing  of  letters  and  reports  from  tix 
press  copy  to  the  proper  record  books  kept  f  oi'  that  purpose,  the  preparation  of  the 
quarterly  retnms,  the  indexing  of  all  letters  received,  as  well  as  the  indexing  of 
several  important  books,  which  will  save  mnch  time  and  labor  in  the  fatnre  when- 
ever it  becomes  necessary  to  consnlt  said  books. 

The  necessary  plat»  and  field  notes  were  prepared  in  triplicate,  to  accompanj 
each  of  the  aforementioned  special  instmctions  issued  to  United  States  depatr 
snrveyors. 

The  field  notes  of  three  townships  have  been  copied  and  sent  to  the  United  States 
land  officeaat  Natchitoches. 

In  conclncSon,  will  state  that  if  we  consider  the  time  consumed  in  exhibiting 
and  explaining  the  plats  and  documents  to  the  public  it  will  readily  be  seen  thAt 
no  time  has  been  lost  and  that  much  work  has  been  accomplished. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  H.  Dickinson, 
•  Surveyor-Oeneral  of  Louisiana, 

The  GOMHISSIONEB  OF  THE  QEXSRAL  LaND  OFFICE, 

Washington^  D.  C. 


A. — Estimate  of  funds  to  be  apjyropriated  for  surveying  service  in  the  districi  af 

LouisiafM  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  JS99. 

For  surveys  and  resurveys  in  all  the  districts  of  the  State  (except  the 
Greensburg  district)  including  original  surveys  of  confirmed  private- 
land  claims  and  donations _ |30,000 

Explanatory  note  in  support  of  the  amount  submitted  in  the  above  statement: 
The  necessity  for  the  survey's  and  resarveys  in  the  above  districts  has  long  since 
been  f  ally  demonstrated  to'this  office,  both  verbally  and  by  petitions  from  settlers, 
and  in  many  instances  by  deputy  surveyors,  who,  when  making  surveys  in  certain 
localities,  experience  much  difficulty  on  account  of  existing  misclosures  in  the  old 
surveys,  as  well  as  for  vnuit  of  established  Government  lines,  as  in  many  instances 
the  old  lines  can  not  be  found  at  all,  causing  much  annoyance  and  loss  of  time 
hunting  up  proper  starting  points. 

B,— >;,\7/m(iff  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  compensation  of  the  survegor- 
geiivnU  and  hi:f  cierks  in  the  district  of  Louisiana  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  ^i(f,  1S:kk 

8urvi»vor-ceneral $2,000 

rhit^fVlerk 1,800 

rhiof  draftsman  and  claim  clerk 1,600 

Two  assistant  draftsmen,  $1,*^^I0  each 2,400 

{ >uo  oK^rk  to  i*ontinue  the  exhibit  of  private  land  claims 1,900 

Five  clorks  to  bring  up  arrear  of  work,  at  $800 4,000 

Total 13,000 

VJxplanatory  nott'sii  in  support  of  the  several  amounts  submitted  in  above  esti- 
mutivH,  tlu«  amonuts;  submitteil  being  limited  to  the  lowest  sums  for  which  the 
stTviix^  can  be  ciniducttHi: 

First,  The  t*stimate  of  $:?,iHH)  for  my  salary  as  surveyor-general  is  in  accordance 
with  the  original  act  of  Man^h  3,  1S3K  fixing  said  salary,  and  owing  to  the  labor 
and  Tt>siHinsibilitie8  incumlxmt  on  me  it  should  be  considered  a  most  reasonaUe 
i\au|)eusation. 

Second.  The  salary  of  the*  chief  clerk  1  have  estimated  at  $1,800.  His  duty 
being  the  general  supervision  of  the  workings  of  the  office.  I  be^eve  the  amount 
estimated  just  and  very  moderate.  .  ,    ^  ,  ,   , 

Third.  The  estimate  of  $l,tUK>  for  the  salary  of  chief  draftsman  and  claims  derx. 
whose  duties  are  to  prei>are  si^vial  instructions  to  deputy  surveyors  under  con- 
tract, examine  all  sur>-eying  returns,  tabling  and  platting  pf  same,  and  also  to 
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A. — Statement  of  eoniracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor^eneral  of  Minnesota  for 
the  survey  of  the  publie  lands,  payable  from  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 


am 


673 


c74 


e75 


cITB 


Kame  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Thos.  H.  CroBBwell . 


A.  L.  Chopin. 


C^eorge  A.  Ralph 


Thos.  H.  CroBBwell . 


1886. 
Oct.  16 


Dec.  10 


1807. 
May  17 

May  25 


June  15 


Deacription  of  work. 


All  the  sabdlTirion  and  meander  lines  in  T.  GO  N., 
Re.  0  and  10  W..of  the  fourth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota. 

All  the  bon  ndaries,  anbdlyisiona,  and  meander  lines 
of  the  pnblic  lands  situate  in  sees.  2. 8. 4, 0, 10,  and 
11  in  T.  67  N..  R.  17  W.,  fourth  meridian  of  Min- 
nesota, lyinff  oetween  the  '*01d  meander  bound- 
ary '*  of  Cedar  Island  Lake,  as  g:iven  by  the  orig:i- 
nal  field  notes  of  Henry  8.  Howe,  United  States 
deputy  surveyor,  approved  by  the  surveyor- 
general  of  Minnesota,  August  10,  1870,  and  the 
shore  line  of  said  Cedar  Island  LAke. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  154 
and  156  N.,  R.  25  W..  and  T.  156  N.,  R.  26  W.,  of 
the  fifth  meridian,  Minnesota. 

The  west  and  north  exterior  boundaries  of  T.  150 
X.,  R.  41  W.,  and  the  west  exterior  boundary  of 
T.  160  N.,  R.  41  W.,of  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota;  also  all  the  subdivisions  and  meander 
lines  in  Tps.  IGO  and  100  N.,  R.  41  W.,  fifth  merid- 
ian, Minnesota. 

The  north  exterior  boundarr  of  T.  150  N.,  R.  42  W. ; 
also  all  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps. 
IfiO  and  100  N.,  R.  42  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal 
meridian,  Minnesota. 


Esti- 
mated 
liability. 


11.250.00 
400.00 


1,000.00 
1,060.00 


000.00 


a  Snrveys  completed  and  field  notes  returned. 

fr  December  21, 1806,  the  deputy  was  ordered  and  restrained  from  executing  the  survey  by 
order  of  the  United  States  district  court  until  further  order  of  the  court. 

c  Deputy  now  in  the  field. 

dDepu^  instructed  not  to  commence  work  until  after  the  surveys  executed  by  Oeorge  A. 
Ralph,  D.  8.,  under  his  contract,  Xo.  75,  are  approved  by  the  Conmiissioner  of  tne  Qeneral 
Land  Office. 


June  10,  1896,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 


OBa 


706 


nb 


726 


Name  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Thos.  H.  Croswell 


1806. 
July    0 


Bernard  Keegan. 


Thos.  H.  Croswell 
and  Le  Roy  V. 
Smith. 


aeo.A.Ralph. 


Nov.   2 


Description  of  work. 


Nov.   5 


Nov.  6 


The  correction  of  that  part  of  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  the  Red  Lake  Indian  Reservation  com- 
mencing at  the  terminal  point  established  by 
Nathan  Butler,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract 
dated  March  28, 1875,  In  sec.  88,  T.  157  N.,  R.  27  W., 
and  running  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  source 
of  Black  River  in  said  section  83,  provided  the 
sourceiof  the  river  is  not  found  to  be  at  said  ter- 
minal point;  thence  along  said  river,  following 
the  meanders  thereof,  through  Tps.  157  and  158 
N.,  R.  27  W..  and  T.  158  N.,  R.  26  W..  to  the  point 
on  the  right  bank  of  Black  River  wnere  the  res- 
ervation line  run  by  Vine  D.  Simar,  deputy  sur- 
veyor (being  an  extension  of  the  line  run  by 
Nathan  Butler),  intersects  said  Black  River. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157, 
158, 150,  and  160  N.,  R.  28  W.,  and  Tps.  150  and  160 
N.,  R.  20  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townships  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157 
and  168  N^  p.  20  W..  and  Tps.  157, 158, 150,  and  160 
N.,  B.  30  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townships  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  167, 
168, 150, 160,  and  161  N.,  R.  31  W.,  of  fifth  prmcipal 
meridian,  Minnesota;  also  the  subdivision  into 
40-acre  tracts  of  all  sections  in  said  townships 
containing  pine  timber. 


Esti- 
mated 
liability. 


1300.  UO 


2,800.00 


2,860.00 


2,850.00 


a  Survey  completed;  contract  closed.  6  Survey  completed;  field  notes  returned. 


\ 


BEPOET  OF  THE  SUBVETOR^^EHEEAL  OF  MDnTSSOIA. 


Office  of  the  United  States  Survetoh-G-enebal, 

St.  Baul,  Minn. ,  July  7, 1SS7. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  jronr  circular  letter  E,  dated 
April  28, 1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  in  duplicate  my  anma] 
report  of  the  surveying  operations  in  the  district  of  Minnesota  for  the  fiscal  jear 
ending  June  80, 1897,  with  the  following  tabular  crtatements: 

A.  Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  MimiSBotB 
for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands,  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  80, 1897. 

B.  Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesote 
for  the  survey  of  Indian  reservations,  payable  from  the  appropriations  of  $50,000 
for  surveys  within  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservations  in  Minnesota  as  per  act  (^ 
Congreaa  approved  June  10, 1896. 

There  have  been  surveyed  37  townships,*includin|^  public  lands  and  Indian  res- 
ervations, the  field  notes  of  which  have  been  examined  during  the  year,  the  idals 
made,  and  transcripts  of  the  field  notes  completed. 

Eight  townships  of  public  lands  and  10  townships  of  Indian  reservations  hsTe 
been  surveyed  and  the  field  notes  returned  to  this  office,  the  office  work  on  wfakh 
is  not  completed. 

The  number  of  miles  run  and  marked  in  the  field,  the  field  notes  of  which  liave 
been  examined  and  approved  during  the  year,  is  as  follows: 


Character  of  lines. 


Township  lines 

Township  lines  resnr veyed 

Section  lines 

Lines  of  subdivision  of  sections. 

Meander  lines , 

Connecting  lines 

Total 


Heasaremeots. 


Miles.  Clu.  Ub. 

91  la  77 

61  S7  n 

1,268  26  8 

20  77  It 

90  16  SI 

19  56  61 


1.554       16      U 


The  number  of  acres  surveyed  in  townships,  the  field  notes  of  which  have  been 
examined  and  the  plats  made,  is  500,326.87,  which,  added  to  the  amount  previously 
reported,  viz,  47,086,015.24,  g^ves  the  total  number  of  acres  surveyed  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota  to  date,  47,586,342.11. 

The  number  of  township  plats  made  during  the  year  is  95;  the  number  of  dia- 
grams of  township  lines  maae,  12.  There  have  been  prepared  during  the  year  9 
contracts  in  quadruplicate  with  deputy  surveyors,  with  full  special  mstructioDS 
and  diagrams  and  field  notes  of  exterior  lines  for  the  use  of  deputy  survevors. 

There  are  now  remaining  unsurveyed  in  this  State  70  townships  of  public  lands 
and  87  of  Indian  lands,  not  including  the  detached  territory  lying  north  of  the 
Lake  of  Woods. 

I  believe  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Qovemment  and  the  State  of 
Minnesota  that  sufficient  appropriations  should  be  made  by  Congress  to  survey 
all  of  Uiese  lands  as  early  as  practicable,  and  that  the  appropriations  for  salaries 
in  this  office  should  be  increased  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  employ  the  necessary 
draftsmen  and  clerks  to  prepare  the  required  plats  and  transcripts  of  field  notes 
of  the  surveys. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  H.  KiBWAN, 

United  States  Surveyor^QenenL 

Tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Wcuhingtonj  2>.  C 
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^ — Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesota  for 
the  survey  of  the  public  lands,  payable  from  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  SO,  1897, 


No. 


af» 


I»73 


c74 


c75 


d76 


Name  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Bernard  Keegan. 


Thoe.  H.  CroBBwell . 


A.  L.  Chopin. 


George  A.  Ralph 


Thos.  H.  Croeswell . 


1896. 
Oct.  16 


Dec.  10 


1807. 
May  17 


May  25 


June  15 


Description  of  work. 


All  the  sabdivision  and  meander  lines  in  T.  60  N., 
Bs.  0  and  10  W.,  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota. 

All  the  boundaries,  snbdiyisions,  and  meander  lines 
of  the  DubUc  lands  situate  in  sees.  8.8,4,9, 10,  and 
11  in  T.  67  N..  B.  17  W.,  fourth  meridian  of  Min- 
nesota, lying  between  the  ''Old  meander  boxmd- 
ary  '*  of  Gedkr  Island  Lake,  as  given  by  the  origi- 
nal field  notes  of  Henry  S.  Howe,  (Jnited  States 
deputy  surveyor,  approved  by  the  surveyor- 
general  of  Minnesota,  August  lO,  1870,  and  the 
shore  line  of  said  Cedar  Island  Lake. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  154 
and  155  N.,  B.  25  W..  and  T.  165  N.,  B.  26  W.,  of 
the  fifth  meridian,  Minnesota. 

The  west  and  north  exterior  boundaries  of  T.  160 
X.,  R.  41  W.,  and  the  west  exterior  boundary  of 
T.  160  N.,  B.  41 W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota ;  also  ijl  the  subdi vtedons  and  meander 
lines  in  Tps.  160  and  160  N.,  B.  41  W.,  fifth  merid- 
ian, Minnesota. 

The  north  exterior  boundary  of  T.  160  N.,  R.  42  W. ; 
also  all  the  subdivision  ana  meander  lines  in  Tps. 
160  and  160  X.,  B.  42  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal 
meridian,  Minnesota. 


Esti- 
mated 
liability. 


11,250.00 
400.00 


1,600.00 
1,060.00 


900.00 


a  Surveys  completed  and  field  notes  returned. 

b  December  21, 1806,  the  deputy  was  ordered  and  restrained  from  executing  the  survey  by 
order  of  the  United  States  district  court  until  further  order  of  the  court. 

c  Deputy  now  in  the  field. 

d  Deputy  instructed  not  to  conunence  work  until  after  the  surveys  executed  by  Qeorge  A. 
Ralph,  D.  S.,  under  his  contract,  Xo.  75,  are  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  tne  General 
Land  Office. 

B. — Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesota  for 
the  survey  of  Indian  reservations  payable  from  the  appropriation  of  $50,000  for 
surveys  within  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservations  in  Minnesota,  per  act  approved 
June  10,  1896,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897^ 


Na 


OBa 


TOb 


nb 


Name  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Thoe.  H.  Croswell. 


Bernard  Keegan. 


1896. 
July    0 


786 


Thos.  H.  Croswell 
and  Le  Roy  V. 
Smith. 


Oeo.A.BaIph. 


Nov.   2 


Nov.   5 


Description  of  work. 


Nov.   6 


The  correction  of  that  part  of  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  the  Bed  Lake  Indian  Reservation  com- 
mencing at  the  terminal  point  established  by 
Nathan  Butler,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract 
dated  March  26, 1875,  in  sec.  331,  T.  157  N.,  R.  27  W., 
and  running  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  source 
of  Black  River  in  said  section  83,  provided  the 
sourceiof  the  river  is  not  found  to  be  at  said  ter- 
minal point;  thence  along  said  river,  following 
the  meanders  thereof,  through  Tps.  157  and  158 
N.,  R.  27  W..  and  T.  158  N.,  R.  26  W..  to  the  point 
on  the  right  bank  of  Black  River  wnere  the  res- 
ervation line  run  by  Vine  D.  Simar,  deputy  sur- 
veyor (being  an  extension  of  the  line  run  by 
Natlum  Butler),  intersects  said  Black  River. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157, 
158, 150,  and  160  N.,  R.  28  W.,  and  Tps.  160  and  160 
N.,  R.  20  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townships  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157 
and  158  N^  R.  20  W..  and  Tps.  157. 158, 159,  and  160 
N.,  B.  30  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdiviraon  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townshiiM  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157, 
168, 150, 160,  and  161  N.,  B.  31  W.,  of  fifth  principal 
meridian,  Minnesota;  also  the  subdivision  into 
40-Bcre  tracts  of  all  sections  in  said  townships 
containing  ijine  timber. 


Esti- 
mated 
liability. 


1300.  UO 


2,800.00 


2. 860. 00 


2,360.00 


a  Survey  completed;  contract  closed.  b  Survey  completed;  field  notes  returned. 


EEPOKT  OF  THE  SUBVETOK-OEHERAL  OF   MOHTAIA. 


Office  of  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Helena,  Mont.,  June  30, 1S97. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  circnlar  letter  E,  dated  April  33,  W7. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  (in  duplicate)  the  annual  report  of  this  a&ffi 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1897. 

MINERAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Deposits  for  office  work  on  mineral  surveys $6,915 

Deposits  for  office  work  on  reports  on  placers po 

Ordersissued  for  surveys 2(J7 

Orders  issued  forresurveys _ 9 

Supplemental  orders  issued  for  surveys 20 

Orders  issued  for  report  on  placers S 

Surveys  examined  and  approved 239 

Amended  surveys  examined  and  approved 6 

Reports  on  placers  examined  and  approved _ 3 

Number  of  plats  made MT 

Number  of  transcripts  made  of  surveys  and  reports  on  placers 156 

Number  of  pages  of  transcripts  of  surveys  and  re];)orts  on  placers 1, 341 

Number  of  surveys  platted  on  connected  sheets 236 

Number  of  surveys  replatted  on  connected  sheets S54 

Number  of  mineral  entries  platted  on  connected  sheets 4 

Number  of  new  connected  sheets  made ?5 

Numl)er  of  connected  sheets  replatted 7 

Additional  United  States  deputy  mineral  surveyors  appointed 8 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  apportionment  to  Montana  from  the  r^^lar  appropriation  for  surveys  and 
resurveys  for  the  fiscal  year  was  $40,000,  and  from  the  reserve  fund  of  said  appro- 
priation $4.04.5;  also  an  increase  in  the  estimated  liability  of  contract  Ko.  ^of 
$800;  in  all,  $43,845. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  contracts  entered  into  which  aie 
payable  from  said  appropriation: 


No. 


315 


Dnto.    I   Name  of  surveyor. 


Descriptiona  of  surreys  to  be  made. 


;u: 


181H 

Aug.  ^      A.  E.  <  dimming 


Aiur.  1^    H.  S,  AdamA. 


%H) 


The  third  ffuide  meridian  east,  throuerh  Ts.  33. 34, 
and  35  N. .  between  Rs.  12  and  13  E. ;  the  Yantic 
ffuide  meridian  through  T.  %  N. .  between  Rs. 
Its  and  17  E.:  the  east  and  north  boundaries 
and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  33. 34.  and  35  N. ,  Rs.  13, 
14,  and  15  E.:  the  north  boundaries  and  snb- 
di visions  of  Ts.  33. 34.  and  35  N.,  R.  16  E. ;  the 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  34  N. , 
Rs.  17andJS  E.,  and  the  east  boundary  of  T. 
34  vi.,  K.  1(  £. 

The  seventh  anxiUarr  fl[uide  meridan  east, 
throafsh  Ts.  33,  34,  and  35  N.,  between  Rs.  28 
and  29E. ;  the  east  and  north  boundaries  and 
subdivisions  of  Ts.  33.  34.  and  35  N.,  Ra.  29.  30. 
and  31  E. :  the  eighth  auxiliary  ffuide  meridian 
east,  through  Th  ;0  34.  and 35  N.,  between  Rs. 
:tS  and  33  E. :  the  north  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  T».  33, 34,  and  35  N.,  R.  82  E. 


Estimated 
liability. 


p,sn 


5,011 
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Contracts  entered  into  which  are  payable  from  said  appropriation — Continued. 


No. 


318 


319 


aao 


Date. 


Name  of  surveyor. 


Aug.  12 


Sept.  10 


Sept.  12 


321 


iStMi 


323 


(a) 


!i36 


Nov.  30 


Dec.    1 


A.  L.  Jaqueth . 


D.  P.  Mumbrue. 


W.  H.  Mumbrue. 


J.  H.  Heyer. 


S.  A.  Shobert. 


Dec.    2 


Doc.  10 

1807. 
Feb.    6 


Juno  12 


D.P.  Mumbrue. 


L.  O.  Kennedy 

(Reserve  fund.) 

Charles  P.  Smith  ... 


W.W.  McElroy 

(Reserve  fund.) 


Deaci  iptions  of  surveys  to  be  made. 


The  west  boundary  of  T.  35  N..R.  19  E.;  the 
east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions 
of  T.  a5  N.,  R.  10  E.;  the  Fort  Belknap  guide 
meridian,  throusrh  T.  35  N.,  between  Rs.  20  and 
21  E. ;  the  north  boundary  and  subdivisions  of 
T.  35  N.,R.  20  E. :  the  east  and  north  boundaries 
and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  34  and  35  N.,  Rs.  21.22, 
and  23  E.;  the  sixth  auxiliary  guide  meridian 
east,  through  Ts.  33, 34.  and  35  N.,  between  Rs. 
24  and  25  B. ;  the  north  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  Ts.  33,  34,  and  35  N..  R.  24  E. ;  the 
east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions 
of  Ts.  3;),  and  34  N.,  R.  25  E. 

The  ninth  standard  parellel  north,  through  Rs. 
9, 10, 11. 12, 13, 14, 15, 10. 17,  18, 19,  20,  21.  22.  23,  24, 
25, 26. 27. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. 33, 34. 35, 36. 37,  and  38,  E. 

The  west,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  Ts.  33,  34,  and  35  N.,  R.  35  E.;  the 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  33, 
34,  and  35  N.,  R.  36  E.;  the  ninth  guide  merid- 
ian east,  through  Ts.!)3,34,and  35  N.,  l)etween 
Rs.  36  and  37  E. ,  and  the  cast  and  north  bound- 
aries and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  33,  34,  and  35  N., 
R8.37and38E. 

Increased  liability  (letter  E,  dated  June  7,1807). 

The  seventh  standard  parallel  north  through 
Rs.  11  and  10  E.:  the  subdivisions  of  T.  28  N.. 
R.  9  E. ;  the  east  boundary  and  subdivisions  of 
T.  28  N. ,  R.  10  E. ;  the  subdivisions  of  T.  28  N., 
R.  11  E. ;  the  east  and  north  boundaries  and 
subdivisions  of  Ts.  29  N.,  Rs.  10  and  11  E. ;  tho 
west,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  subdi- 
visions of  Ts.  30  and  31  N.,  R.  11  E.;  the  west 
and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.32 
N.,  R.  11  E.;  the  north  boundaries  and  subdi- 
visions of  Ts.  21).  30,  and  31  N.,  R.  12  E. ;  the  sub- 
divisions of  T.  32  N.,  R.  12  E.:  the  east  and 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  31 N., 
R.  13  E.,  and  the  east  lioundary  and  subdi- 
visions of  T.  32  N.,  R.  13  E. 

The  snMi visions  of  Ts.  26  N.,  R8.5  and  6  E.,  of 
Ts.  27  and  28  N. .  R.  8  E. ,  of  T.  30  N. ,  R.  6  E. ,  and 
of  Ts.  31  and  32  N. ,  Rs.  5  and  G  E. ;  the  east  and 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  20  N., 
R.  7  E  ;  the  north  boundary  and  subdivisions 
of  T.  29  N.,  R.  8  E. ;  the  second  guide  meridian 
east  through  Ts.  29, 30, 31,  and  82  N.,  between 
Rs.  8  and  9  E. ;  tho  east  and  north  boundaries 
and  sabdivisions  of  T.  29  N..  R.  9  E. 

The  east  boundarv  and  subdivisions  of  T.  36  N. , 
R.  3  E.;  the  Three  Buttes  guide  meridian 
through  T.36  N..l)etween  Rs.  4  and  5  E.;  tho 
subdivLsions  of  Ts.  36  N.,  Rs. 4  and  5  E..  of  Ts. 
35  N.,  Rs.  7  and  8  E,  and  of  T.  38  N.,  R.  8  E. :  tlie 
east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  36  N., 
Rs.  9, 10.  and  11  E.,  and  the  east  and  north 
boundaries  pf  T.  :i5  N.,  R.  11  E. 

The  west  and  north  boundaries  of  section  33,  T. 
8  N..  R.  21  W. 

The  fractional  subdivision  of  T. 25  N.,  R.  22  W. ; 
the  fractional  west  boundary  and  the  subdi- 
visions of  Ts.  25  N. ,  Rs.  23  and  24  W. ;  the  sub 
division  of  T.  26  N.,  R.  22  W.;  the  fractional 
subdivision  of  T.  28  N..  R.23  W.,  and  the  re- 
tracement  of  the  north  ooundary  of  Flathead 
Indian  Reservation  through  Rs.  23  and  24  W. 

The  south  and  east  boundaries,  subdivisions, 
and  meanders  of  T.  31  N.,  R.  19  W.;  the  frac- 
tional south  boundary,  the  east  boundary, 
the  fractional  north  boundary,  and  fractional 
subdivisions  and  meanders  of  T.  30  N.,  R.  20 
W.;  the  fractional  east  boundary,  the  frac- 
tional west  boundary,  the  north  boundary, 
and  the  fractional  subdivisions  and  meanders 
of  T.  31N.,R.  20W. 


Estimated 
liability. 


$5,000 


1,800 
5.000 


800 
6,200 


6,300 


3,100 


45 

4,100 


4,000 


a  Special  instructions. 
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The  apportionment  to  Montana  from  the  continning  appropriaticMi  of  ^ _..,... 
for  the  survey  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  land  grants  to  railroads  (act  of  Ibrcfa 
6, 1895,  28  Stat.  L.,  936)  was  $15,000. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  contracts  entered  into  which  m 
payable  from  said  appropriation: 


No. 


311 


312 


813 


Date. 


,  Deputy  surveyor. 


1806. 
July  30 


.do 


...do 


Arthur  Page. 


C.KBedfleld 


W.  W.  McElroy 


814 


Aug.  10 


John  D.McLieod. 


Description  of  surreys  to  be  made. 


The  east  boundary  of  T.  13  N.,  R.  13  W.;  the 
south  and  fractional  east  boundaries  and  the 
subdivisions  of  T.  14  N.«  R.  13  W.;  the  Black- 
foot  guide  meridian  through  part  of  T.  15  N., 
between  Rs.  11  and  12  W. ;  the  fractional  sub- 
divisions of  T.  15  N.,  R.  12  W. :  the  fractional 
south  boundary  of  T.  16  N.,  R.  12  W. ;  the  frac- 
tional subdivisions  of  Ts.  13  and  15  N.  Jt.  14  W. 

The  fractional  subdivisions  of  T.  14  N. ,  R.  15  W. ; 
the  fractional  east  boundary,  the  west  boun- 
dary, and  subdivisions  of  T.  15  N . ,  R 15W. :  the 
fourth  guide  meridian  west  throui^  frac- 
tional T.  14  N.  and  through  T.  15  N.,  between 
Rs.  16and  17  Vf\;  the  fractional  subdivisions  of 
T.  )4  N.,  R.  16  W.;  the  fractional  south  bonn 
dary  andthe  subdivisions  of  T.  15  N.,  R.  16  W.; 
the  south  boundary  of  T.  16  K.,  R.  16  W. 

The  fractional  subdivisions  of  T.  16  N . ,  R.  14  W. : 
the  west,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  T.17  N.,  R.15  W.;  the  east  and 
north  boundaries  of  T.  17N.,  R.  14  W.,  the 
third  standard  parallel  north  through  R.13 
W.;  the  third  guide  merldiiui  west  through 
T.17  N.,  between  R8.12  and  13  W.,  and  the 
north  boundary  and  subdivisions  of  T.  17  N.. 
R.13W. 

The  Horse  Plains  guide  meridian  through  Ts. 
88  and  24  N.,  between  R8.25  and  26  w.;  the 
subdivisions  of  T.21  N.,  R.26  W.;  the  south 
boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  22, 23,  and 
24  X.,  R.26  W.:  the  west  boundary  and  sub- 
divisions of  T.24  N.,  R.28  W.;  the  fractional 
north  boundary  and  fractional  subdivisions 
of  T.  21 N.,  R.  25  W.,  and  the  retracement  of  a 

Krt  of  the  west  boundary  of  the  Flathead 
dian  Reservation,  in  accorduice  with  in- 
structions. 


Estimaied 

llaUKty. 


Htni 


3,0f» 


xm 


tm 


There  was  appropriated  for  the  survey,  platting,  and  field  examination  of  the 
ceded  portion  of  the  Fort  JSelknap  Indian  Reservation  (act  of  Jnne  10,  1896).  the 
sum  or  $1,500. 

The  following  contract  was  entered  into  and  made  payable  from  said  appropri- 
ation: 


No. 

Date.        Deputy  surveyor. 

Description  of  surveys  to  be  made. 

Estimated 
liabihtT- 

816 

18116. 
Aug.    4 

Q.  K.  Reeder 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  ceded  portion 
of  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Reservation.,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  agree- 
ment made  and  concluded  Oct.  9,  1886,  with 
the  Indians  of  the  said  reservation  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  Mar.  2, 1805,  ratified 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1886. 

fW 

One  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  surveys  chargeable  to  **  Deposits  by  indi- 
viduals," vi«: 


No 

Date. 

1«C. 
May    8 

Deputy  surveyor. 

Description  of  surveys  to  be  made. 

Estiawted 
liabilitj- 

SKX-i 

S.  H.  Crookes 

The  fractional  east  boundary  and  the  west  and 
south  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  3  S., 
RISE. 

m 

For  office  work  on  the  above,  $150  haa  been  deposited. 
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The  letting  of  these  oontaotB  required  the  preparation  of  contract  and  bonds,  in 

triplicate 16 

Special  instructions,  in  qnadmplicate * 17 

Diagrams 17 

Blae  prints  of  diagrams. 51 

Sketcnmaps 78 

Transcripts  of  field  notes 75 

GENERAL  FIELD  WORK. 

The  returns  of  various  deputies  show  public  surveys  made  duVing  the  fiscal  year 
just  passed,  as  follows: 

Seventy-two  townships  and  fractional  townships  and  one  reservation  boundary 
were  surveyed.    The  aggregate  mileage  of  each  class  of  lines  is  as  follows: 

Base  lines  and  standard  parallels 282 

Principal  and  guide  meridians 123 

Township  lines 864 

Subdivision  lines 4, 044 

Meander  lines _ 182 

Ck>nnecting  lines 18 

Reservation  boundary 17i 

Total 5,53(H 

No  returns  of  surveys  were  filed  after  June  30,  1896,  showing  surveys  to  have 
been  made  prior  to  that  date. 
The  total  number  of  acres  surveyed  during  the  year  is  1,565,593. 

REJECTED  SURVEYS. 

Surveys  made  under  contract  No.  288,  by  Deputies  Gallaher  and  Morris,  let  by 
my  predecessor,  still  remain  unapproved. 

On  August  15, 1895,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  letter  E,  dated  Au^^t 
10, 1895,  the  deputies  were  directed  to  reexecute  surveys  in  their  entirety.  Smce 
this  date  I  have,  from  time  to  time,  urgently  requested  the  deputies  to  file  their 
notes  of  the  surveys  as  reexecuted.  They  have  each  time  promised  to  do  so,  and 
have  stated  probable  dates  for  the  filing  of  said  returns.  One  date  was  fixed  as 
July  1,  1896,  which  was  passed  without  notes  being  filed,  and  the  probable  date  of 
filing  last  reported  was  to  be  sometime  diuing  February,  1897. 

On  April  2, 1897,  in  reply  to  your  telegram  of  same  date,  I  reported  that  notes 
had  not  been  filed  as  promised.    They  have  not  at  this  writing  been  filed. 

This  contract  was  let  on  December  24, 1892,  and  the  settlers  ever  since  that  time 
have  been  living  on  their  lands,  with  the  hope  that  during  the  next  year  they 
would  be  able  to  obtain  title  to  their  homes.  This  they  have  been  prevented  from 
doing  by  the  delay  of  the  deputies. 

Surveys  made  under  contract  No.  298  by  Deputy  George  Scheetz  are  also 
unapproved. 

On  January  4, 1897,  in  reply  to  letter  E,  dated  December  30, 1896, 1  re];)orted  the 
condition  of  these  surveys. 

On  January  10, 1897,  the  deputy  filed  the  supplemental  notes  referred  to  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  said  letter.  These  correction  notes  were  approved  and  a  tran- 
script thereof  forwarded  to  you  on  January  19, 1897.  The  reasons  for  the  approval 
of  the  same  were  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  transmittal. 

In  letter  E,  dated  February  1,  1897,  it  is  fully  shown,  as  was  supposed  by  this 
office,  that  the  correction  notes  do  not  show  a  compliance  with  the  instructions  of 
Examiner  Hollyday.  The  letter  further  states  that  the  deputy  is  to  be  given 
another  opportunity  to  make  required  corrections  in  his  surveys  and  report  when 
'*  he  is  ready  to  submit  his  survey  for  a  third  and  final  examination.*' 

A  copy  of  this  letter  was  sent  to  Deputy  Scheetz  on  February  17, 1897,  with  a 
request  that  he  report  his  intentions. 

No  reply  was  made  by  the  deputy. 

UNEXECUTED  SURVEYS. 

On  February  12, 1896,  special  instructions  were  issued  to  John  French  for  the 
survey  of  an  island  situate  in  T.  18  N.,  R.  1  E.  Deputy  French  having  been  at 
first  prevented  by  high  water  and  later  by  physical  disability  from  making  the 
survey,  a  statement  of  these  facts  was  made  to  you,  and  by  letter  £,  dated  March 
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10, 1897,  von  advise  that  special  Instmctions  for  said  sarvey  are  canceled,  iad 
suggest  the  reletting  of  the  contract  if  possible.  The  apportionnient  to  Montau 
for  the  fiscaT  year  being  exhausted  such  action  was  impracticable. 

On  March  31, 1896,  special  instructions  were  issued  to  Sigmnnd  Deutsch  for  tiie 
survey  of  an  island  situate  in  T.  3  S.,  R.  9  E. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  cancel  these  instructions  also. 

EXAMINATION  OP  SURVEYS  IN  THE   FIELD. 

By  authority  Qf  a  telegram  dated  October  15, 1896,  Mr.  G^eorge  K.  Reeder,  of 
this  city,  was  appointed  a  United  States  sfiecial  examiner  of  surveys  to  examine 
in  the  field  contracts  Nos.  303,  304, 805,  and  306;  and  by  a  telegram  dated  October 
23  he  was  authorized  to  examine  contracts  Nos.  319  and  320. 

Contrary  to  my  recommendations,  and  only  when  informed  after  repented 
requests,  that  an  examiner  of  surveys  be  detailed  to  this  district,  that  an  examiner 
was  not  available,  I  suggested  that  Mr.  Reeder  be  appointed,  which  appointment 
bias,  to  my  gratification,  proven  to  be  a  wise  one. 

The  exceUent  reports  of  the  examiner  show  that  an  nnosnal  amount  of  work 
was  x>erformed  by  him,  the  number  of  miles  retraced  being  about  75  for  each 
contract  in  the  case  of  those  containing  subdivisional  surveys. 

The  method  of  verification  of  alignment  and  measurement  adopted  by  the 
examiner  admits  of  no  adverse  criticism  as  to  its  simplicity  and  resultant  accu- 
racy. All  lines  were  run  as  transit  lines,  index>endent  of  the  deputies'  work,  and 
the  bearings  of  the  same  were  determined  and  verified  by  reference  to  poiaris 
meridians.  From  these  reference  lines,  so  run,  short  connections  were  made  to 
the  comers  of  the  deputies'  surveys,  from  which  data  the  length  and  bearing  of  &e 
lines  as  established  could  be  deduced. 

This  method,  although  it  increases  the  amount  of  clerical  work  necessary  to 
make  a  comparison  between  examiner  and  deputy,  largely  decreases  the  proba- 
bility of  error,  due  to  frequent  deflections  in  order  to  retrace  a  line  on  the  course 
stated  by  the  deputv,  which  results  in  an  unduly  broken  reference  line,  and  thns 
increases  the  probability  of  error  being  made  in  making  numerous  deflections. 

The  examination  in  the  field  of  Deputy  Geor^  K.  Reeder*s  survey  of  the  ceded 
portion  of  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Reservation,  contract  No.  316,  was  made  by 
Examiner  T.  M.  Patten,  who  found  the  surveys  as  represented. 

Examinations  in  the  field  by  others  than  those  appomted  without  the  knowledge 
and  recommendation  of  this  office  being  against  the  policy  that  I  have  always 
insisted  should  be  the  one  adopted,  the  above  has  been  written  simply  to  show 
that  a  departure  from  the  usual  rule  has  not  resulted  in  a  lees  rigorous  examina- 
tion than  would  have  been  made  under  the  exclusive  direction  of  your  office  and 
has  possibly  resulted  in  more  extensive  investigation. 

OFFICE  WORK  ON  RETURNS  OF  DEPUTIES. 

» 

Returns  of  surveys  under  two  contracts  remained  unworked  up  at  the  close  of 
the  last  fiscal  year. 

Returns  of  surveys  under  seventeen  contracts  or  special  instructions  were  filed 
during  the  year. 

Of  these,  fourteen  were  complete  returns,  which  have  all  been  worked  np  and 
forwarded  for  final  approval  by  jrour  office. 

The  returns  of  the  three  remaining  contracts  are  partial  returns  only.  These 
have  also  been  worked  up,  and  this  action  will  greatly  facilitate  the  approval  of 
the  entire  returns  under  these  contracts,  the  field  work  of  which  was  only  par- 
tially executed  last  year  and  is  now  nearlv  completed. 

The  work  involved  was,  in  detail,  as  foUows: 

Exterior  plats  made - 22 

Exterior  plats  partly  made 6 

Reservation  plats  made _. 4 

Township  plats  made 219 

Books  of  field  notes  examined '. _ 105 

Pages  of  transcripts  of  field  notes  written 5,574 

Returns  of  survey  under  fourteen  contracts  have  been  submitted  for  your 
approval,  the  total  area  surveyed  being  1,351,210.35  acres.  Of  these  eight  Lave 
been  approved  by  the  Department,  namely,  all  that  have  been  examin^  in  the 
field  or  examination  of  same  waived,  except  Nos.  319  and  320,  the  rei>ort8  upon 
which,  by  Examiner  Reeder,  have  just  been  forwarded. 
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The  remaining  nnapproved  snryeys  are  those  made  nnder  contract  Nos.  808, 300, 
810,  312,  313,  the  returns  of  which  are  now  in  yonr  hands,  and  contract  Nos.  311, 
314, 315, 317,  and  318,  the  field  work  of  which  wiU  soon  be  completed;  also  contract 
Nos.  321,  322,  323,  and  324,  the  field  work  of  which  wHl  be  completed  within 
approximately  two  months. 

1  would  a^ain  call  attention  to  urgent  request  that  an  examiner  be  detailed  as 
soon  as  possible  to  examine  the  completed  contracts  first  and  then  those  that  are 
now  incomplete  but  will  be  completed  by  the  time  an  examiner  could  reach  them. 

GENERAL    OFFICE  WORK. 

Letters  received  from  Commissioner 260 

Miscellaneous  letters  received 602 

Pages  of  letters  written  to  Commissioner 361 

Pages  of  miscellaneous  letters  written 1,017 

Pages  of  special  instructions  written 229 

Pages  of  special  instructions  written  (dt^plicates) 687 

A  complete  index  of  plats  and  field  notes,  in  book  form,  has  been  made  during 
the  year  and  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  performed  on  a  working  map  or 
diagram  of  Montana,  scale  6  miles  to  1  inch,  the  same  having  been  most  urgently 
needed  for  a  number  of  years.  This,  when  completed,  together  with  the  diagram 
indexes  of  plats  and  notes  and  the  bound  indexes  above  referred  to,  will  result  in 
a  moat  complete  system  of  indexing. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Partial  pay  accounts, — I  have  the  honor  to  renew  my  recommendation  of  last 
year  upon  this  subject,  which  was  in  part  as  follows: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  *  *  *  delay  in  the  examination  of  the  returns  of  a 
deputy  surveyor  results  in  compelling  him  to  wait  at  least  two  years  and  some- 
times three  years  before  receiving  his  pay  from  the  Government,  I  would  earnestly 
recommend  that  at  the  earliest  poesiole  moment  after  a  deputy  has  filed  in  this 
office  the  complete  returns  of  survey  under  his  contract  a  field  examination  of  the 
work  be  made,  and  if  the  report  of  the  examination  is  favorable,  that  the  survevor- 

f  general  make  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  these  surveys,  which  he  snail 
orward  to  the  Commissioner  with  a  recommendation  that  75  per  cent  of  such 
estimate  be  at  once  paid  to  the  conlracting  deputies,  the  remaining  25  per  cent 
being  held  to  cover  any  or  all  discrepancies  which  may  afterwards  be  found  to 
exist  in  the  survey  and  for  the  correction  of  which  it  may  be  necessary  for  the 
deputy  to  again  take  the  field. 

In  the  event  of  enforcing  the  above  recommendation  it  will  be  necessary  that 
the  present  form  of  surveying  contract  be  amended  to  conform  with  the  above. 
^  i  would  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Commissioner,  your  predecessor, 
considered  this  subject  of  enough  importance  to  incorporate  my  recommendation 
in  his  annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  (See  p.  25,  Land  Office 
Beport,  1896.) 

Inadequate  office  space.— The  amount  of  available  space  in  which  to  place  the 
desks  o£  the  clerks  employed  by  this  office,  so  that  each  will  have  adequate  light, 
is  insufficient.  As  shown  by  my  letter  of  January  19,  1895,  the  present  quarters 
of  this  office  consist  of  six  rooms,  two  of  which  it  occupies  by  sufferance.  By 
reference  to  the  floor  plan  of  the  office  accompanying  said  letter  the  arrangement 
of  the  desks  and  other  office  furniture  may  be  seen.  Every  table  indicated  thereon, 
near  a  window,  is  occupied  by  a  clerk,  and  the  chief  draftsman  and  recording 
clerk  both  have  their  desks  away  from  the  windows,  and  neither  have  sufficient 
light,  particularly  the  recording  clerk.  For  reasons  fully  stated  under  title 
•'Arrears  in  office  work,"  the  work  on  descriptive  sheets  was  resumed,  and  there 
being  no  unoccupied  place  in  the  office  where  the  light  was  sufficient  for  such 
work,  I  permitted  the  clerk  so  employed  to  perform  the  work  in  another  building. 
Realizing  that  it  is  not  the  custom  usually  prevailing  in  Government  offices  to  per- 
mit a  clerk  to  perform  work  beyond  the  eye  of  his  immediate  superior,  I  was  care- 
ful to  see  that  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the  clerk  on  descrmtive  lists  was 
fully  equal  in  volume  to  that  of  the  most  competent  clerk  in  the  oflace*  I  did  not 
report  this  act  at  the  time  and  reconmiend  a  change  to  more  commodious  office 
quarters,  because  in  my  letter  of  July  21, 1896,  in  reply  to  Letters  A  of  July  8  and 
16, 1896, 1  pointed  out  the  undesirability  of  changing  office  quarters;  neither  do  I 
recommend  it  at  this  time,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  understood  that  the  Govern- 
ment building  is  to  be  begun  this  year  and  that  moving  the  office  entails  consider- 
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able  expense,  for  which  there  is  no  proTision,  as  the  contingency  fond  TmnQj 
allowed  is  always  insnfScient  for  the  demands  npon  it. 

Arrears  in  offlee  iix>rA?.— Progress  has  been  made  dnring  the  year  in  dispoangcf 
the  arrearage  reported  last  year.  As  hereinbefore  shown,  the  work  incident  to  the 
approval  of  deputies'  field  notes  in  both  agricoltoral  and  mineral  departme&tBbtt 
been  brought  up  to  date,  which  was  accomplished  by  extending  the  ofScehoon. 
beginning  August  1,  18d4,  and  ending  March  31,  1897,  from  4  to  4.30  o'dock,  ud 
by  declinmg  to  allow  any  clerk  the  usual  thirty  days'  leave  ot  abaence,  andbf  it 
times,  interchanging  the  clerks  of  the  agricultural  and  mineral  deportmentB. 
When  mineral  work  was  excessively  heavy,  which  is  always  during  the  montfasof 
August,  September,  and  October,  because  claimants  file  returns  of  survey  and 
press  the  speedy  approval  thereof  prior  to  the  31st  day  of  October,  in  order  to  hm 
sufficient  time  in  which  to  publish  the  required  notice  and  thus  avoid  the  pa* 
formance  of  the  yearly  representation  work  required  by  law,  it  has  always  been 
the  custom  in  this  office  to  transfer  the  agricultural  clerks  from  agricnltnnl  to 
mineral  work  at  that  period.  Also  when  agricultural  work  is  heaviest,  which  is 
usually  from  January  to  June,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  make  a  similar  trauftr 
of  mineral  clerks  to  the  agriciQtural  department. 

Although  the  two  funds  *'  Salaries  "  and  **  Deposits  by  individuals  "  bare  been 
thus  intermingled  and  clerks  employed  for  a  short  time  upon  agricultural  mrk 
have  been  paid  from  "Deposits  *'  and  vice  versa,  yet  the  greatest  care  has  been 
taken  to  see  that  neither  fund  suffered  by  the  arrangements,  as  the  accotmts  of 
both  funds  will  show;  that  the  practice  of  mingling  the  two  funds  has  been  the 

rlicy  of  this  office  is.set  forth  in  my  letter  of  January  14, 1895,  in  reply  to  Letter 
dated  January  7,  :1895,  in  which  information  is  requested  as  to  the  methods 
employed  by  this  office  in  computing  the  amounts  due  for  office  work  on  NorUien 
Pacific,  Montana,  lists  Nos.  1  and  3. 

The  work  on  descriptive  sheets  is  still  in  arrears. 

In  my  report  for  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1895,  and  1896. 1  stated  tost  no 
descriptive  lists  had  been  filed  in  any  of  the  local  land  offices  since  December  SL 
1891. 

As  I  am  required  by  law,  reference  to  which  is  made  on  line  23  et  seq.,  page  68 
of  the  manual  of  surveys,  and  because  reouests  to  furnish  these  lists  toiocal  lisd 
offiix^,  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  by  such  offices,  excepting  the  Heleot 
Land  Office,  which  would  naturally  refer  all  applications  for  such  information  to 
this  office  where  the  complete  record  is  filed,  I  deemed  it  imperative  that  work  oo 
these  lists  be  resumed.  This  work  was  assigned  to  a  clerk  as  hereinbefore  stated, 
and  4S0  descriptive  sheets  have  been  worked  up. 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  reproduce  many  of  the 
old  re<x>nls  in  the  office  because  of  lack  of  care  in  filing.  The  bad  condition  of 
some  of  the  records  is  principally  due  to  filing  cases  of  bad  form  and  insuflaeBt 
capaoitv.  Inspector  Andrew's  attention  was  called  to  this  lack  of  suitable  cues 
and  with  his  reix>rt  was  forwarded  a  reqmsition  for  certain  plat,  connected  sheet 
and  lxH>kcast^  and  one  letter-press  stand,  and  by  letter  dated  June  19,  1696, 1 
mado  further  requisition  for  office  furniture.  By  Letter  A,  dAted  June  16, 1896, 1 
was  informeii  that  the  **  deficiency  bill,"  apOTOved  June  8, 1896.  appropriated  $1,300 
for  certitiu  contingent  expenses  in  this  office,  namely,  $2)90.15  to  reimburse  ^ 
do|Uirtiuent  for  stationery  furnished:  $140  to  reimburse  me  for  plat  cases,  and  $300 
for  binding  field  notes,  leaving  a  balance  of  $^.85  for  other  expenditures  in  tfae 
current  year.  The  letter  further  directs  that  this  sum  and  Uie  buance  of  the  reg- 
ular appropriation  available  he  used  for  the  purchase  of  five  plat  cases,  two  con- 
necttxl  sheet  cases  and  five  bookcases,  and  one  letter-press  stand:  in  all  to  cost 
$;K5,  and  that  these  ariicles  must  be  purchased  during  the  current  quarter  imd 
inolude<i  in  my  accounts  therefor. 

To  have  these  cases  made  and  placed  in  the  office  within  the  narrow  limit  of  ten 
da>*s  was  not  ix>$sible.  I  explained  the  situation  to  the  St.  Paul  Furniture  Com- 
pauy,  who  was  to  make  said  cases,  took  their  receipt  for  $350  in  voucher  form,  and 
withdrew  the  money,  by  check  as  agent  for  said  firm,  holding  the  same  in  tmst 
until  tlie  crises  were  shipped.  The  same  course  was  pursued  in  reference  to  bind- 
ing field  notes. 

In  the  case  of  the  letter-press  stand  such  action  was  not  necessary,  the  same  being 
made,  was  delivered  and  paid  for  prior  to  June  90, 1896. 

The  contract  with  the  8t.  Paul  Furniture  Compaq  called  for  the  delivery  of 
said  cases  on  the  floor  of  the  building  in  which  this  office  is  situated.  This  neces- 
sitated the  payment  of  a  bill  for  transportation  of  same  from  depot  to  buHdiiig, 
alK>ut  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  then  up  three  flicrht  of  very  narrow  sturs.  This  won 
cost  $17.50.  I  therefore  paid  the  St,  Paul  Furniture  Company,  from  the  funds  I 
had  previously  withdrawn  as  agent,  $832.50,  and  paid  to  the  drayman  here  for 
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- — Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesota  for 
the  survey  of  the  public  lands,payable  from  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 


afi9 


673 


c74 


c75 


d76 


Name  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Bernard  Keegan. 


Thoa.  H.  CroflBwell. 


A.  Ii.  Chopin. 


George  A.  Ralph 


Thoa.  H.  Croeswell . 


1896. 
Oct.  16 


Dec.  10 


1897. 
May  17 


May  25 


June  15 


Description  of  work. 


All  the  snbdiviaion  and  meander  lines  in  T.  60  N., 
Rs.  9  and  10  W.,  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota. 

All  the  boundaries,  gnbdivislons,  and  meander  lines 
of  the -public  lands  situate  in  sees.  2, 8. 4, 9, 10,  and 
11  in  T.  67  N..  B.  17  W.,  fourth  meridian  of  Min- 
nesota, lying  oetween  the  *'*  Old  meander  bound- 
ary **  of  Cecuur  Island  Lake,  as  given  by  the  origi- 
nal field  notes  of  Henry  S.  Howe,  United  States 
deputy  surveyor,  approved  by  the  surveyor- 
general  of  Minnesota,  August  19.  1876,  and  the 
shore  line  of  said  Cedar  Island  Lduce. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  164 
and  155  N.,  R.  25  W.,  and  T.  155  N.,  B.  26  W.,  of 
the  fifth  meridian,  Minnesota. 

The  west  and  north  exterior  boundaries  of  T.  159 
N.,  B.  41  W.,  and  the  west  exterior  boundary  of 
T.  160  N.,  B.  41  W..  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
Minnesota;  also  ul  the  subdivisions  and  meander 
lines  in  Tps.  159  and  160  N.,  B.  41 W.,  fifth  merid- 
ian, Minnesota. 

The  north  exterior  boundarv  of  T.  160  N.,  R.  42  W. ; 
also  all  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps. 
150  and  160  N.,  R.  42  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal 
meridian,  Minnesota. 


Esti- 
mated 
liabiUty. 


|l,2S0.0O 
400.00 


1,600.00 
1,060.00 


900.00 


a  Surveys  completed  and  field  notes  returned. 

6Deoeniber  21, 1896,  the  deputy  was  ordered  and  restrained  from  executing  the  survey  by 
order  of  the  United  States  district  court  until  further  order  of  the  court. 

c  Deputy  now  in  the  field. 

d  Deputy  instructed  not  to  commence  work  until  after  the  surveys  executed  by  George  A. 
Ralph,  D.  S.,  under  his  contract.  No.  75,  are  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office. 

B. — Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  surveyor-general  of  Minnesota  for 
the  survey  of  Indian  reservations  payable  from  the  appropriation  of  $60fi00  for 
surveys  vntnin  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservations  in  Minnesota,  per  act  approved 
June  10, 1896^  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897 • 


No. 


OBa 


706 


716 


Name  of  deputy. 


Date  of 
contract. 


Thoe.  H.  Croswell. 


Bernard  Eeegan. 


726 


Thoe.  H.  Croswell 
and  Le  Roy  V. 
Smith. 


Geo.  A.  Ralph. 


1896. 
July    9 


Nov.   2 


Nov.   5 


Description  of  work. 


Nov.   6 


The  correction  of  that  part  of  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  the  Red  Lake  Indian  Reservation  com- 
mencing at  the  terminal  point  established  by 
Nathan  Butler,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract 
dated  March  28, 1876,  in  sec.  ffl,  T.  167  N.,  R.  27  W., 
and  running  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  source 
of  Black  River  in  said  section  83,  provided  the 
sourceiof  the  river  is  not  found  to  be  at  said  ter- 
minal point:  thence  along  said  river,  following 
the  meanders  thereof,  through  Tos.  157  and  1££» 
N.,  R.  27  W.,  and  T.  158  N.,  R.  26  W..  to  the  point 
on  the  right  bank  of  Black  River  where  the  res- 
ervation line  run  by  Vine  D.  Simar,  deputy  sur- 
veyor (being  an  extension  of  the  line  run  by 
Nathan  Butler),  intersects  said  Black  River. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157, 
158, 150,  and  160  N.,  R.  28  W.,  and  Tps.  150  and  160 
N.,  R.  29  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townshiits  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  in  Tps.  157 
and  168  N^  R.  29  W..  and  Tps.  157, 158, 159,  and  160 
N.,  R.  80  W.,  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian,  Min- 
nesota; also  the  subdivision  into  40-acre  tracts  of 
all  sections  in  said  townships  containing  pine 
timber. 

All  the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  iii  Tps.  167, 
158, 159, 160,  and  161  N.,  R,  81  W.,  of  fifth  prtacipal 
meridian,  Minnesota;  also  the  subdivision  into 
40-Bcre  tracts  of  all  sections  in  said  townships 
ocmtaining  pine  timber. 


Esti- 
mated 
liability. 


$300.00 


2.800.00 


2,850.00 


2,860.00 


a  Survey  completed;  contract  closed.  6  Survey  completed;  field  notes  returned. 
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and  in  every  townshipexcept  two  has  been  filed  npon.  Of  snch  filings  170  hate 
already  been  made.  The  officials  of  the  Helena  land  office  stated  to  me  that  the 
nnmber  of  filings  upon  these  lands  were  greatly  in  excess  of  their  expectation. 

The  region  surveyed  under  contracts  Nos.  299  and  300  lies  sonth  of  the  Fort  A»ih 
niboine  Military  Reservation  and  east  of  the  Montana  Central  Railway,  and  is 
tributary  to  Big  Sandy,  a  settlement  on  said  road. 

The  region  surveyed  under  contracts  Nos.  303,  304,  321,  and  823  lies  northiml 
of  Montana  Central  Railway  and  between  it  and  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  and 
is  tributary  to  settlements  on  either  or  both  of  said  lines. 

The  region  surveyed  or  now  being  surveyed  under  the  other  contracts  men- 
tioned lies  to  the  north  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway,  and  is  tributary  to  tbe 
settlements  along  that  line  for  228  miles.  These  regions  will  nndoabtedly  be  set- 
tled upon  in  the  near  future,  and  probably  as  rapidly  as  was  the  r^on  embraced 
by  contracts  Nos.  299  and  300,  because  all  lie  along  the  line  of  a  transcontinental 
railway. 

I  can  not  furnish  a  statement  as  to  the  increase  in  settlement  on  lands  embr^ed 
by  these  contracts  as  in  the  case  of  those  within  the  limits  of  contracts  Noe.  299 
and  300,  because  in  those  instances  where  surveys  have  been  approved  there  hu 
not  been  sufficient  time  to  make  entry  as  requii^  by  law  and  surveys  under  the 
others  are  not  yet  approved.  At  first  sight  it  may  appear  that  an  undue  number 
of  contracts  have  been  let  in  northern  Montana  during  the  last  two  years,  bot 
such  is  not  tbe  case,  because  the  restrictions  surrounding  the  regular  appropria- 
tion for  fiscal  year  1894-95,  requiring  that  all  surveys  pavable  therefrom  be  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  land  grant  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Kailway  made  it  impera- 
tive that  northern  Montana  be  the  field  of  operation,  because  as  will  be  obeerred, 
by  a  glance  at  the  map  of  Montana,  the  Northern  Pacific  land  grant  covers  tl^ 
major  portion  of  the  more  densely  settled  part  of  the  State,  and  which  to  a  peaJt 
extent  has  been  surveyed.  Another  reason  why  surveys  have  been  thus  mjwe  is 
the  difficulty  in  inducing  deputies  to  take  contracts  for  the  survey  of  isolated  or 
fractional  townships,  particularly  the  latter,  principally  because  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Manual  relative  to  surveys  contiguous  to  old  defective  surveys  calls  for  the 
retracement  of  lines  of  old  surveys  when  errors  are  met  with  in  order  to  prove 
them  to  be  in  error  and  the  deputies' own  work  correct,  and  stipulate  that  for  such 
most  troublesome  and  annoying  work  the  deputy  is  to  receive  no  pay,  or  possibly 
minimum  rates,  if  the  Commissioner  deems  it  advisable.  The  establishmeDt  c^ 
comers  is  a  small  part  of  the  work  compared  with  the  running  of  the  lines  over 
mountainous  or  heavily  timbered  land,  and  I  would  recommend  that  for  all 
retracements  made  by  the  deputy  which  prove  the  inaccuracy  of  the  old  work  and 
the  accuracy  of  his  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  stated  in  the  contract,  high  or  low,  for 
the  class  and  character  of  the  line  retraced. 

Extra  tvork,— By  circular  dated  October  18,  1896  (7544-100),  x>ormi88ion  was 
accorded  to  surveyor-general  to  furnish  certified  copies  of  field  notes,  plats  and 
other  papers  from  the  records  and  to  charge  certain  fees  therefor.  It  also  stipu- 
lates that  such  service  is  not  to  be  i)erformed  in  office  hours  by  clerks  paid  by  the 
United  States  and  that  the  Government  stationery  must  not  be  used.  To  tbe 
restriction  that  such  work  must  not  be  performed  in  office  hours  by  the  clerks 
there  is  certainly  no  i)ossible  objection,  but  restriction  relative  to  use  of  stationery 
and  supplies  needs,  in  my  opinion,  some  modification.  When  copies  of  the  records 
are  called  for  the  applicants  almost  universally  desire  them  to  be  copies  of  the 
original.  This  is  particularly  true  of  plats,  and  to  do  what  the  applicant  reonests 
means  that  the  blank  plats  furnished  by  the  United  States  must  be  used  ana  they 
have,  I  find,  been  so  used  in  this  district  for  many  years.  If  this  custom  be  objec- 
tionable, a  circular  should  be  issued  stating  the  manner  in  which  the  value  ol 
Government  supx>lies  so  used  can  be  covered  back  into  the  Treasury.  The  circular 
also  provides  wnat  fees  shall  be  charged.  The  specified  fees  are,  with  one  excep- 
tion, probably  just  and  equitable;  the  exception  oeing  that  allowed  for  townsbip 
plats.  The  work  on  some  plats  is  much  greater  than  upon  others,  and  the  remu- 
neration to  the  draftsman  should  be  commensurate  with  the  work  performed.  A 
fixed  price  per  township  would  be  just  if  draftsmen  were  kept  steadily  employed 
during  their  unemployed  hours  upon  such  extra  work;  but  they  are  not,  the  calls 
for  extra  work  being  comparatively  few.  In  the  case  of  copies  of  plats  I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  surveyors-general  be  allowed  to  make  the  charge  in 
accordance  with  the  work  performed,  the  same  to  be  based  upon  the  salaries  paid 
to  draf  tsmei:  in  the  office. 
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Contracts  entered  into  which  are  payable  from  said  appropriation — Continued. 


No 


Date. 


Name  of  snryejror. 


318    Auk.  13 


A.  L.  Jaqueth . 


319     Sept.  10    D.  P.  Mambrne. 


saQ 


Sept.  12 


321     Nov.  30 


323 


333 


W.  H.  Mumbrue. 


J.  H.  Heyer. 


Dec.    1 


Dec.    2 


(a) 
384 


336 


Dec.  10 

180T. 
Feb.    6 


June  13 


S.  A.  Shobert. 


D.P.  Mnmbme. 


L.  O.  Kennedy 

(Reserve  land.) 

Charles  P.  Smith... 


W.W.  McElroy 

(Reserve  fund.) 


Descx  iptions  of  surveys  to  be  made. 


The  west  boundary  of  T.  85  N..  R.  19  E.;  the 
east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdlvisionH 
of  T.  36  N.,  R.  19  E.:  the  Fort  Belknap  guide 
meridian,  throusrh  T.  35  N.,  between  Rs.  ^and 
21  E. :  the  north  boundary  aud  subdivisions  of 
T.  35  N.,R- 30  E. :  the  east  and  north  VioundaricH 
and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  U  and  35  X.,  Rs.  21, 223, 
and  33  E. ;  the  sixth  auxiliary  i^iide  meridian 
east,  through  Ts.  83. 2A,  and  3)  N.,  between  Rs. 

34  and  25  E. :  the  north  ix>andaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  Ts.  33,  34.  and  35  X..  R.  34  E.;  the 
east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions 
of  Ts.  313.  and  34  N.,  R.  25  E. 

The  ninth  standard  parelle!  north,  through  Rs. 
9. 10, 11. 12. 13, 14. 15. 16. 17,  IH.  19,  20.  31.  23.  23,  24, 
25, 38, 27. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. 33. 34, 35, 3«.  37,  and  38,  E. 

The  west,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  Ts.  33.  34.  and  35  N.,  R.  a')  £. ;  the 
north  boundaries  and  snbdi virions  of  Ts.  33, 
34.  and  35  N..  R.  36  E.:  the  ninth fl[uide  merid- 
ian east,  through  Ts.  :0, 34,  and  35  N. ,  between 
Rs.  36  and  37  R..  and  the  cast  and  north  bound- 
aries and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  33, 34,  and  35  N., 
Rs.37and38E. 

Increased  liability  (letter  E.  dated  June  7,1897). 

The  seventh  standard  parallel  north  through 
Rs.  11  and  10  £.:  the  subdivisions  of  T.  28  N., 
R.  9  E. ;  the  east  boundary  and  subdivisions  or 
T.28  N..  R.  10  E.;  the  suMivlsions  of  T.28  N., 
R.  11  E.;  the  east  and  north  lx}andaries  and 
subdivisions  of  Ts.  29  N.,  Rs.  10  and  HE.:  the 
west,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  subdi- 
visions of  Ts.  30  and  31  N.,  R.  11  E.:  the  west 
and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  33 
N.,  R.  11  E.;  the  north  boundaries  and  subdi- 
visions of  Ts.  2J»,  30,  and  31  N.,  R.  13  E. ;  tlie  sub- 
divisions of  T.  32  N.,  R.  12  E.:  the  east  and 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  31 N., 
R.  13  E. ,  and  the  east  lioundary  and  subdi- 
visions of  T.  38  N.,  R.  13  E. 

The  snljdi visions  of  Ts.  38  N.,  Rs. 5  and  6  E.,  of 
T.s.27and2«N..R.8E..of  T.a)N..R.OE.,and 
of  Ts.  31  and  32  N. ,  Rs.  5  and  0  E. :  the  east  and 
north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  of  T.  29  N., 
R.  7  E  :  the  north  boundary  and  subdivisions 
of  T.  29  N. ,  R.  8  E. ;  the  second  guide  meridian 
east  through  Ts.  29, 30, 31.  and  S3  N.,  between 
Rs.  8  and  9  E. ;  the  east  and  north  boundaries 
and  suMivislons  of  T.  39  N.,  R.  9  E. 

The  east  boundary  and  subdivisions  of  T.  36  N., 
R.  3  E.;  the  Three  Buttes  guide  meridian 
through  T.36N.,  between  Rs.  4  and  5  E.;  the 
subdivisions  of  Ts.  38  N.,  Rs. 4  and  5  E..  of  Ts. 

35  N..  Rs.  7 and  8  E. ,  and  of  T.  36  N.,  R.  8  E. :  tlie 
east  [M>undaries  and  subdivisions  of  Ts.  36  N., 
Rs.  9, 10,  and  11  E.,  and  the  east  and  north 
l)oundaries  pf  T. :«  N.,  R.  11  E. 

The  west  and  north  boundaries  of  section  33,  T. 
8  N.,  R.  31  W. 

The  fractional  subdivision  of  T. 35  N.,  R. 22  W. : 
the  fractional  west  boundary  and  the  subdi- 
visions of  Ts. 25  N..  Rs. 23  and  34  W. ;  the  sub 
division  of  T.  26  N.,  R.  33  W.;  the  fractional 
subdivision  of  T.  26  N..  R.23  W.,  and  the  ro- 
tracement  of  the  north  boundary  of  Flathead 
Indian  Reservation  through  Rs.  33  and  24  W. 

The  south  and  east  boundaries,  subdivisions, 
and  meanders  of  T.  31  N.,  R.  19  W.;  the  frac- 
tional south  boundary,  the  east  boundary, 
the  fractional  north  boundary,  and  fractional 
subdivisions  and  meanders  of  T.  30  N.,  R.  20 
W.;  the  fractional  east  boundary,  the  frac- 
tional west  boundary,  the  north  boundary, 
and  the  fractional  subdivisions  and  meanders 
of  T.  31N.,  R.20W. 


Estimated 
liability. 


$5,000 


1,800 
5.000 


800 
5,200 


5,300 


3,100 


46 
4,100 


4,000 


a  Special  instructions. 
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RECAPITULATION. 
RBOBIFT8. 

July    1, 1896.  By  balance  on  hand,  deposits  by  individtials |3.  W 

July    1, 1897.  By  Treasury  drafts,  deposits  by  individuals 7.445.00 

July    1,1897.  By  Treasury  drafts,  saljaries 12,500.00 

July    1,1897.  By  Treasury  drafts,  contingencies _ 1.125.00 

July    1,1897.  By  Treasury  drafts,  examinations... 2,150.00 

July    1,1897.  By  Treasury  drafts,  examining  Fort  Belknap 850.00 

July    1 ,  1897.  By  salary  due  United  States  surveyor-general 500. 00 

July  1 ,  1897.  By  balance  due  United  States  surveyor-general,  deposits 

bv  individuals.. 83.41 

July  1, 1897.  By  balance  due  United  States  Barveyor*general,  salaries.  2, 72B.88 

26,878.38 

DIBBURSEMKMTS. 

Salaries  paid  from  appropriation,  "salaries" _ $15,728.15 

Salaries  paid  from  deposits  by  individuals __ _.  7,529.50 

Contingent  expenses 1,125.00 

Surveying  public  lands,  examinations _ 2,147.0$ 

Surveying  public  lands,  Fort  Belknap  Reservation 348. 38 

Unexpenaed  balance  salaries  deposited  to  credit  United  States  Treasurer  1. 73 
Unexpended  balance  examination  of  surveys  deposited  to  credit  United 

States  Treasurer 1.72 

Unexpended  balance  surveying  public  laiids,  examinations 2. 97 

26  878.38 

STATEMENT  OP  FUND. 
DEPOSITS  BY  INDIVIDUAIiB,  JUNK  90,  189?. 

July    1,1896.  Balance  in  Washington _ 1,915.00 

June80,1897.  Deposits  during  fiscal  year  1896-97 7,095.00 

9,010.00 

Aug.  8,1896.  To  Treasury  draft 1,900.00 

Aug.22,1896.  To  Treasury  draft 750.00 

Nov.   9, 1896.  To  Treasury  draft 2,800.00 

Mar.    1,1897.  To  Treasury  draft 1,645.00 

Apr.    1,1897.  To  Treasury  draft 350.00 

June30,1897.  To  balance  in  Washington 1,565.00 

9,010.00 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Jno.  S.  M.  Nbill, 
United  States  Surveyor-General  for  Montatuu 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


BEPOKT  OF  THE  SUEVETOBrOEHERAL  OF  NEVADA. 


Office  of  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Eeno,  Nev,f  July  3,1897. 

Sir:  In  oompliance  with  your  circular  letter  E,  of  April  23, 1897, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1897,  with  tabular  statements  showing  contracts  let  during  the  year  for  the 
survey  of  public  lands. 

No  deposits  were  made  by  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  during  the  year. 

No  deposits  by  individuals  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  were  made  during  the 
year. 

The  sum  of  $2,730  has  been  deposited  during  the  year  for  office  work  and  sta- 
tionery on  mineral  surveys.  More  mineral  surveys  have  been  made  than  for  sev- 
eral years  past,  and  the  activity  in  that  line  will  probably  continue  during  the 
coming  year. 

During  the  year  24  townships  have  been  surveyed,  comprising  416,204.33  acres. 
One  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  miles  and  10.97  chains  of  line  were 
run,  of  which  47  miles  and  30.35  chains  were  meridian  lines,  85  miles  and  42.96 
chains  standard  lines,  158  miles  and  51.24  chains  township  lines,  1,068  miles  and 
71.22  chains  subdivision  lines,  and  7  miles  and  55.20  chains  connecting  lines. 

All  surveys  of  the  public  lands  returned,  including  contract  No.  211,  let  during 
the  year  have  been  platted,  and  the  notes  transcribed  and  forwarded  to  your  office, 
and  the  work  ou  public  surveys  is  up  to  date. 

A  contract.  No.  212,  was  let  to  Gignouz  &  Mack,  deputy  surveyors,  for  the  sur- 
vey of  11  townships,  but  the  deputies  finding  themselves  unable  to  execute  the 
work,  asked  to  be  released,  and  a  contract  for  the  survey  of  the  same  townships 
was  let  to  Maxson  &  Gignoux,  contract  214. 

Contracts  for  the  survey  of  19  townships  are  now  outstanding,  and  the  work  is 
in  progress  in  the  field. 

Mineral  survevs  ordered,  covering  44  placers  and  47  lodes 69 

Mineral  surveys  returned 67 

Orders  outstanding,  covering  18  lodes 3 

Mineral  plats  made 275 

Mineral  district  plats  made 3 

Township  plats  made 75 

Exterior  plats  made 6 

Miscellaneous  plats :..  31 

Letters  received ..^ 480 

Letters  sent 596 

As  stated  in  former  reports,  there  are  on  file  in  this  office  applications  for  the  sur- 
vey of  a  large  number  of  townships  in  the  various  parts  of  the  State.  Applica- 
tions are  constantly  being  made  for  surveys  which  I  am  unable  to  make  for  lack  of 
funds.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  a  liberal  apportionment  from  the  appro- 
priation for  surveys  be  made  to  this  State  to  enable  me  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  applications  for  surveys. 

In  many  instances  the  standard  parallels  are  in  detached  portions,  run  in  from 
different  directions  and  at  different  times.  In  many  cases  there  are  wide  discrep- 
ancies between  these  detached  portions,  which  render  it  difficult  for  settlers  upon 
the  unsurveyed  lands  to  designate  the  township  in  which  they  are  situated  when 
applying  for  surveys,  and  also  render  it  difficult  for  this  office  to  issue  to  the  deputy 
the  proper  special  instructions  with  regard  to  the  survey.  To  obviate  these  diffi- 
culties all  the  standards  ought  to  be  completed  and  the  connections  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  made.  This  will  enable  all  parties  to  act  intelligently  in  the  premises. 
The  number  of  miles  required  is  about  670,  and  the  cost  will  be  about  $8,000. 
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I  would  again  urge  the  importance  of  an  appropriation  for  the  restoratiaiiof 
mineral  monumenta  and  their  connection  with  the  public  surveys  and  with  each 
other.  The  larger  part  of  the  mineral  districts  in  this  State  are  upon  nnsmreyed 
ground  and  the  mining  claims  are  connected  with  mineral  monuments.  These 
monuments  were  mostly  established  many  years  ago,  without  sufficient  regard  to 
their  permanence  in  construction  and  insumciently  witnessed  bv  bearings  to  per- 
manent objects.  A  post  in  a  mound  of  stone  or  earth  wraa  generally  used.  Daring 
the  lapse  of  time  since  they  were  established  through  natural  causes  the  momub 
are  becoming  obliterated,  and  in  many  instances  the  posts  have  been  pulled  up  and 
carried  away  by  wood  chopx>er8.  These  monuments  are  the  official  points  of  r^er* 
ence  by  which  to  fix  the  locus  of  all  surveyed  and  patented  mining  claims  in  tin 
district,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  they  be  properly  perpetuated.  Where 
they  are  becoming  obliterated  they  should  be  reestablished  ^th  a  due  regard  to 
permanency  and  their  locus  witnessed  by  connecting  them  with  the  public  snrrers, 
with  each  other,  and  with  permanent  natural  objects. 
Very  respectfully, 

Clayton  Belknap, 
Uiiited  StatcH  Surveyor-General  of  Nevadiu 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Qenbral  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C, 


Stateinetit  of  contracts  let  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1807,  jxtyabUfron 

Central  Pacific  Railroad  repayments. 


No. 

Date. 

1««. 

?M 

July  .'n 

Deputy. 

Description. 

Estimated 
liahflitT. 

H.  B.  Moxson 

All  lines  necessary  to  fully  complete  the  Kur- 
vey  of  the  exterior  br^undaries  and  subdivi- 
sion lines  of  Ts.  JW,  31,  32,  and  33  N.,  R.  fiBS,  E.: 
Ts.  30, 31,  and  :$2  N.,  R.  53  E. ;  Ts.  30,  31,  and  32 
N.,  R.  64  E.,  andTs.  30,31,  32,  and  33  N.,  R.  S5 

e.m.d.m. 

fSliW 

Statement  of  contracts  let  during  tJie  fiscal  year  ending  June  /fO,  1897  ^payable  from 

the  appropriation  for  tlie  survey  of  the  public  lands. 


No 


2VZci 


21;} 


:314 


Drite. 


1807 
July 


30 


Feb.  ») 


Juno  13 


Deputy. 


J.  E.  CTifsmoux  and 
T.  P.  Mack. 


A.  J.  Chalmers. 


H.  B.  MaxHon   and 
J.  E.  Gignuux. 


Description. 


All  lines  necessary  to  fully  complete  the  sur- 
vey of  the  exterior  boundaries  and  subdivi- 
sion lines  of  Ts.  42,  43,  and  44  N.,  R.  59  £. ;  Ts. 
43  and  44  N.,  R.  60 E.;  Ts.42, 43,  and  44  N.,  R. 
Gl  E.,  and  Ts.  42, 43,  and  44  N. ,  R.  <8  E. .  M.  D.  H. 

All  lines  necessary  to  fully  complete  the  sur- 
vey of  the  exterior  boundaries  and  subdivi- 
sion lines  of  T.  40  N.,  R.  56  E.;  Ts^  40,  41,  42, 
and  43  N.,  R.  57  E.,and  Ts.  41,  42,  and  43  E.,  R. 
58  E.,  M.  D.  M. 

All  lines  necessary  to  fullv  complete  the  sur- 
vey of  the  exterior  Imunaaries  and  subdivi- 
sion lines  of  Ts.  42^,  and  44  N.,  R.  fiO  E. :  Ts. 
43  and  44  N.,  R.  60  £. ;  T&  42,  43,  and  44  N.,  R. 
61  E.,  and  Ts.  42,  43,  and  44  N.,  R.  fl8E.,M. 
D.  M. 


Estimated 
liabilitT. 


95.000 


4.O0O 


5,000 


a  The  deputies  under  this  contract  having  asked  to  be  released,  the  same  surveys  are  oovered 

V  r»r»n+.i»n/»f.  "NTr*    "AAA. 


by  contract  No.  214. 
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United  States  Surveyor-Genebax.'s  Office, 

Santa  Fe,  N,  Mex.,  June  30, 1897, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  circular  letter  E,  dated 
Lpril  23, 1807, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report  for  the 
Bcal  year  ending  June  80, 1897. 

During  tne  said  fiscal  year  ten  contracts  (numbered  304  to  313,  both  inclusive) 
nd  four  contracts  under  special  instructions  have  been  awarded  for  the  survey 
f  public  lands,  private  land  claims  or  grants  (confirmed  by  the  Ck>urt  of  Private 
jand  Claims) ,  and  small  holding  claims  (filed  under  the  provisions  of  sections  16 
nd  17  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1891,  and  amended  February  21, 
898) .  Of  said  contracts  nine  are  for  the  survey  of  public  lands,  three  for  the  survey 
f  private  land  claims  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Court  of  Private  Land 
Haims,  and  two  for  the  survey  of  small  holding  claims  (filed  under  the  provisions 
f  sections  16  and  17  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1891,  ana  amended 
^ebruaty  21, 1893).  The  nine  contracts  for  tne  survey  of  public  lands  are  paya- 
►le  from  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  and  resurvey  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
iscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897.  The  three  contracts  for  the  survey  of  private 
and  claims  are  payable  from  the  appropriation  of  $20,000  per  act  of  June  11, 1896, 
or  the  survey  of  confirmed  private  land  claims  in  designated  States  and  Terri- 
ories,  and  the  two  contracts  for  the  survey  of  small  holding  claims  (filed  under 
he  provisions  of  sections  16  and  17  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891, 
nd  amended  February  21, 1893)  are  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  survey- 
Qg  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

The  annexed  tabular  statements,  marked  Exhibits  A,  B,  and  C,  fully  describe 
ach  of  said  contracts  and  the  surveys  provided  for  thereunder. 

Exhibit  D,  annexed  hereto,  contains  a  tabular  statement  of  the  surveys  which 
five  been  returned  to  this  office  during  said  fiscal  year. 

The  number  of  miles  of  different  lines  established,  as  shown  by  said  returns,  are 
8  follows: 


Character  of  work. 


fcandard  lines 

ownship  and  range  lines 

ownsbip  and  range  lin(»  reeBtablished 

abdlvislonal  lines 

abdivisional  lines,  meander 

rant  lines 

rant  lines  reestablished 

mall  holding  claims,  paid  per  mile 

onnecting  lines 

onnecting  lines  of  public  surveys  with  grants. 

Total 


Measurements. 

Miles. 

Chs. 

Lk». 

2.5 

20 

50 

2^ 

74 

04 

m 

6 

82 

1,141 

06 

48 

4 

96 

21 

296 

73 

19 

2S 

16 

81.3 

207 

51 

65.2 

199 

20 

53 

194 

2 

92 

2,836       50  .056 


During  the  said  fiscal  year  the  following  letters,  documents,  plats,  field  notes, 
nd  other  papers  have  been  prepared,  briefed,  and  recorded,  to  wit : 

letters  to  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 264 

letters  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 34 

etters  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior 18 
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Letters  to  deputy  surveyors  and  individuala 1,119 

Official  letters  recorded 800 

Transcripts  of  field  notes _ _ 84 

Copies  or  small-holding  filings  for  use  of  deputies  in  the  field 100 

Plats,  transcripts,  and  field  notes  compared  and  transmitted,  or  ready  for 

transmission 0 

Township  plats  of  survey 103 

Descriptive  lists  for  land  officers _ 10 

Outline  plats  or  tracing  for  deputy  surveyors 104 

Contracts  and  bonds,  in  quadruplicate _ lo 

Special  instructions  for  the  survey  of  public  lands,  grants,  and  amall-holdhig 

claims,  made  out  in  quadruplicate - 27 

General  instructions  for  the  survey  of  small-holding  claims,  in  triplicate. . .  3 

Special  instructions  for  examinations,  in  triplicate 10 

Diagrams  accompanying  contracts,  special  instructions,  and  examinations . .  19 

Plats  altered  and  corrected 29 

Qrant  plats 38 

Mineral  plats _ _ 86 

Sectional  maps,  small-holding  surveys 43 

Township  plats  showing  small-holding  surveys 38 

Notices  for  publication,  survey  of  private-land  claims,  in  both  Engli^  and 

Spanish  languages,  in  triplicate. ._ _ u 

Spanish  and  Mexican  archives  and  documents,  copied  and  compared 36 

Recorded  mineral  patents  issued _ 2 

Certified  copies  of  applications  for  the  survey  and  resurvey  of  townships,  and 

affidavits  accompanying  same U 

Certified  copies  of  notices  of  locations  and  amended  locations  and  applica- 
tions for  survey  of  mining  claims 42 

Mining  claims  copied  for  use  of  deputy  in  survey  of  townships 20 

Transcripts  for  use  of  deputy  surveyors  in  the  field 84 

Transcripts  of  mineral  surveys '_..  23 

Transcripts  for  use  of  examiner [.[W.  19 

Indexing  old  field  notebooks ]_  38 

Books  or  field  notes  examined  and  corrected J_.".  83 

Blanks  prepared  defining  boundaries  of  grant  surveys ...'].  35 

Memorandum  lists  of  small  holding  surveys  for  land  offices 9 

Copies  of  interrogations  propounded  by  Inspector  Andrews  to  the  surveyor- 
general,  and  answers 3 

Memoranda  for  use  of  Inspector  Andrews,  6  pages^ _ l 

Docketing  and  filing  papers  in  grant  cases 50 

Rearranging  over  2,000  field  notebooks,  transferring  to  new  cases,  etc 

Corrected  transcripts U 

Accounts  made  out  and  transmitted  in  triplicate 88 

Semiannual  property  return,  6  pages,  in  duplicate 2 

Vouchers  in  duplicate  for  all  accounts 240 

Amended  plats  of  fractional  townships 4 

Grant  tracings 96 

Other  plats 29 

Recitals  and  descriptive  notes  for  patents  of  grants,  each  30  or  more  pages 

of  typewritten  recitals 6 

Surveyor-generaPs  reports  to  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  grant 

surveys  in  duplicate _ 9 

Estimates  for  surveys _ IS 

Translations 3S 

Made  new  index  book  of  townships  and  exterior  lines  (40  pages,  consuming 

about  one  month's  time  of  1  draftsman) 1 

Official  orders  made  for  the  survey  of  mining  claims 24 

Miscellaneous  papers  copied  and  compared 1(57 

Archives  copied _ 53 

Exterior  plats  made 10 

Township  plats  and  transcripts  of  field  notes  compared 102 

Grant  plats  and  transcripts  compared 28 

Mining  plats  and  trancripts  compared. 86 

Small-holding  plats  and  transcripts  compared 43 

United  States  location  monument  plats  and  transcripts  compared 6 

Other  plats  compared 29 
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MINING  SUBVEYS. 

During  the  said  fiscal  year  there  has  been  deposited  on  aoconnt  of  the  survey 
and  amended  survey  of  mining  claims  $1,225,  and  applications  were  duly  made  for 
the  survey  of  45  mining  claims,  and  the  amended  survev  of  4  mining  claims. 

On  June  30, 1896, 1  reported  that  some  progress  bad  been  made  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  diagrams  of  townships  showing  the  location  of  the  mineral  surveys  therein, 
and  the  area  of  the  lots  maoe  fractional  by  such  surveys,  but  for  lack  or  sufficient 
clerical  force  during  the  closing  fiscal  year  I  have  been  unable  to  continue  said 
work;  hence  no  diagrams  of  such  townships  have  been  made  during  said  fiscal 
year,  and  there  are  now  about  36  townships  for  which  diagrams  have  not  been 
prepared. 

As  stated  in  my  annual  estimate,  dated  June  1 ,  1897  (Exhibit  B,  arrears  of  office 
work),  there  are  126  mining  districts  in  this  Territory,  23  of  which  have  been 
platted,  leaving  a  balance  of  103  mining  districts  unplatted,  because  of  insufficient 
clerical  force  to  perform  the  work. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement,  Exhibit  E,  shows  the  mineral  surveys  approved 
daring  said  fiscal  year. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  United  States  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  has,  during  the  said  fiscal  year, 
passed  upon  the  validity  of  44  private  land  claims,  15  of  which  have  been  con- 
firmed and  29  rejected  by  said  court.  There  are  still  about  100  cases  to  be  acted 
nx)on  by  said  court. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement,  marked  Exhibit  D,  shows  the  number  of  private 
land  claims  that  have  been  acted  upon  or  adjudicated  by  said  court -or  dismissed 
by  claimants  during  said  fiscal  year. 

Thirteen  private  land  claims  have  been  surveyed  under  decrees  of  approval  and 
confirmation  by  said  court  during  the  said  fiscal  year,  as  follows: 


Private 

land 

claim 

number. 

150 

5 

59 

78 

79 

82 

118 

95  A;  195 

1 

157 

73 

60 

13 

145 

45 

109 

16 

96 

34 

96 

76 

60 

54 

Name. 


Arroyo  Hondo 

LosCerrillos 

Sitio  de  los  Cerrillos . . 
Sitio  de  Juana  Lopez. 

Ojode  Borrego 

Cnbero 

Pajarito 

Antonio  Sedillo 

Town  of  Atrisco 

Gljoaa 

Ignacio  Chaves 

Oafiada  de  los  Alimos 
Galisteo 


Area. 


Acrea. 
30.047.22 

1,478.81 
5?i.04 

1,108.61 
16,157.40 
16,490.94 
31,576.70 
93.597.46 
82,728.82 
15,540.97 
(a) 

I2i 


a  Surveyed,  but  returns  not  filed.  1 

The  following  private  land  claim  surveys  have  been  corrected  during  said  fiscal 
year,  to  wit : 

The  **  Town  of  Abiquiu  "grant  (reported  No.  140) ,  as  directed  in  special  instruc- 
tions to  Sherrard  Ck>leman,  deputy  surveyor,  dated  September  24. 1896,  and  approved 
by  your  letter  E,  dated  October  7, 1896. 

The  *'Bemabe  M.  Montafio'*  grant  (reported  No.  49),  as  directed  in  special 
instructions  to  Hiram  T.  Brown,  deputy  surveyor,  dated  August  18,  1896,  and 
apOToved  by  your  letter  E,  dated  August  28, 1896. 

The  surveys  of  private  land  claims  have  been  approved  by  the  Court  of  Private 
Land  Claims  during  said  fiscal  year  as  follows: 

The  ''Bemabe  M.  MontaSo"  grant  (reported  No.  49). 

The  "  Nuestra  SeSora  del  Rosario  San  Fernando  y  Santiago  "  (private land  claim 
docket  No.  28). 
•    The  **  Santa  Barbara  "  grant  (reported  No.  114) . 

The  **  Town  of  Abiquiu  "  grant  (reported  No.  140) . 

The  '*  Plaza  Blanca^'  grant  (reported  No.  148). 

The  "Plaza  Colorado"  grant  (reported  No.  149). 

The  '* Black  Mesa"  grant  (private  land-claim  docket  No.  56), 

And  the  ''Bartolome  Fernandez"  grant  (reported  No.  78). 
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Pursuant  to  the  authority  contained  in  yonr  telegram  of  July  35, 1896,  the  sor- 
vey  of  allotments  made  under  the  Las  Vegas  grant  (reported  No.  20)  was  reguiKd 
by  Russell  B.  Rice,  deputy  surveyor,  and  the  work  continued  until  November:??. 
1896,  at  which  time  the  work  was  discontinued  under  instructions  from  your  office. 

During  said  fiscal  year  Deputy  Rice  filed  in  this  office  four  books  of  field  iMte 
and  a  sketch  plat  of  the  surveys  of  allotments  executed  by  him  in  the  Las  Xe^u 
Valley,  four  books  of  field  notes  and  five  sheets  of  Plat  B  of  the  surveys  of  allot- 
ments executed  by  him  in  the  Sapello  River  Valley. 

The  said  returns  showed  that  the  deputy  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  prori- 
sions  of  the  special  instructions  dated  April  27,  1894,  issued  by  this  office  for  his 
guidance  in  the  execution  of  the  said  surveys.  The  said  returns,  together  with 
the  protest  of  F.  A.  Manzanares,  of  Las  Vegas,  N.  Mex.,  against  the  said  smrers. 
as  executed  by  Mr.  Rice  in  the  Las  Vegas  Valley,  have  been  duly  transmitted  to 
yonr  office  for  consideration  and  action. 

I  am  advised  by  your  letter  E,  dated  January  30,  1897,  that  the  entire  matter  in 
controversy  is  now  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  on  appeal 
by  the  Grovemment  from  the  action  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  the  District  of  Cdmn- 
bia  affirming  the  issuance  of  an  injunction  involving  the  Las  Vegas  survey  mat- 
ters on  the  petition  of  Jefferson  Reynolds  et  al.,  and  that  '*  until  the  Supreme 
Court  shall  have  rendered  its  opinion  m  the  matter  of  the  pending  appeal  no  actios 
will  be  taken  on  the  protest  of  F.  A.  Manzanares,  or  any  other  questions  involTed 
in  the  surveys,  resurveys,  examinations,  or  allotments  executed  by  R.  B.  Ri«, 
United  States  deputy  survevor,  under  departmental  and  official  authorizatioiL" 

The  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1891,  entitled  **An  act  to  establish  a  court  of 
private  land  claims  and  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in 
certain  States  and  Territories,"  provides  among  other  things  that  **no  allowance 
or  confirmation  of  any  claim  shall  confer  any  right  or  title  to  any  gold,  silver,  m 

auicksilver  mines  or  mineral  of  the  same,  unless  the  grant  claim^  effected  the 
onation  or  sale  of  such  mines  or  minerals  to  the  grantee,  or  unless  such  grantie 
has  become  otherwise  entitled  thereto  in  law  or  in  equity;  but  all  such  mines  and 
minerals  shall  remain  the  property  of  the  United  States,  with  the  right  of  work- 
ing the  same,  which  fact  shall  oe  stated  in  all  patents  issued  under  this  act  Bat 
no  such  mines  shall  be  worked  on  any  property  confirmed  under  this  act  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner  of  such  property  until  specifically  authorized  thereto  by 
an  act  of  Congress  hereafter  passed.* 

No  act  of  Congress  has  been  passed  giving  persons  the  right  to  work  the  mines 
or  minerals  on  grants  confirmed  under  this  act.  A  large  jmmber  of  persons  in  thb 
district  have  made  locations  of  mining  claims  upon  lands  which  are  or  will  be 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  grants  confirmed  under  said  act,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  in  justice  to  said  locators,  and  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  said  act  of 
March  3, 1891,  vic^orous  action  should  be  taken  by  the  land  department  with  a 
view  of  securing  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress,  giving  miners  the  right  to  work 
the  minerals  reservea  in  tne  confirmation  of  grants  by  the  said  Court  of  Private 
Land  Claims. 

There  has  already  been  litigation  in  the  courts  respecting  mining  claims  located 
upon  such  lands,  and  the  question  is  attracting  a  good  deal  of  attention  here. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  matter  to  many  of  the  residents  of  this  Terri- 
tory, as  well  as  nonresidents  who  are  engaged  in  the  mining  business  in  this 
district,  I  again  earnestly  urge  that  action  be  taken  therein  at  the  earhest  prac- 
ticable date. 

SMALLrHOLDINO  CLAIMS. 

There  have  been  3,205  small-holding  claims  filed  in  this  office  under  the  provi- 
sions of  sections  16  and  17  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1891,  amended  February  21, 1898. 
for  tracts  of  land  not  to  exceed  160  acres  each. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  survey  of  the  exterior  boundary  and  con- 
necting lines  of  such  of  said  small-holding  claims  which  are  of  such  shape  that  the 
claimants  can  not  readily  secure  their  interest  by  entry  by  legal  sub^visions  of 
the  public  land  surveys,  and  which  are  known  to  be  located  upon  townships  here- 
tofore surveyed.  Such  of  said  claims  that  are  located  upon  township  surveys  noi 
heretofore  made,  and  that  are  found  upon  proper  investigation  to  be  valid,  are 
being  surveyed  as  the  lines  of  public  surveys  are  extended  over  such  townships. 

In  view  of  the  importance  or  the  matter  to  many  of  the  people  of  this  Territory. 
I  am  constrained  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  statements  and  recom- 
mendations in  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  to  wit: 

Since  the  expiration  of  the  time.  December  1,  1894,  within  which  claimants 
were  required  to  file  their  applications  under  said  section,  the  fact  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  that  there  are  a  great  many  settlers  in  this  district  who  failed  to 
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initiate  title  to  their  lands  under  the  provisions  of  said  act.  Some  becanse  they 
did  not  understand  the  provisions  of  said  act  or  how  to  proceed  thereunder,  and 
others  whose  lands  were  within  the  limits  or  boundaries  of  unconfirmed  private  land 
claims,  as  established  by  preliminary  surveys,  and  who  were  awaiting  tne  action  of 
the  Ck>urt  of  Private  Land  Claims  in  such  cases.  A  number  of  grants  have  been 
rejected,  and  others  will  doubtless  be  rejected  by  said  court,  within  the  alleged 
boundaries  of  which  there  are  many  settlers  who  have  lived  upon,  occupied,  and  cul- 
tivated small  tracts  of  land  for  years  i)ast  and  whose  ancestors  lived  ui)on  such  lands. 
These  settlers  can  not  obtain  title  to  the  lands  so  long  used  by  t^em  and  on  which 
they  have  made  their  homes  for  many  years  under  the  provisions  of  the  homestead 
law  because  such  tracts  of  lands  are  so  irregular  in  shape  and  size  that  they  can 
not  be  described  by  legal  subdivisions. 

The  only  manner  in  which  this  class  of  settlers  can  ever  hope  to  secure  title  to 
their  lands  is  by  an  extension  of  the  provisions  of  said  sections  16,  17,  and  18  of 
said  act. 

This  law  was  particularly  beneficial  to  the  poor  people  in  this  Territory,  and 
there  are  many  of  that  class  whose  homes  are  located  upon  lands  that  are  now  or 
will  eventually  become  public  domain,  who  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
said  section  by  filing  their  claims  prior  to  December  1, 1894,  and  who  now  desire 
and  earnestly  request  that  the  provisions  of  said  section  be  extended  or  reenacted 
by  Ck>ngress. 

I  am  familiar  with  the  conditions  that  exist  in  this  district,  and  am  satisfied  that 
as  a  matter  of  right  some  action  should  be  taken  by  this  Department  and  by  Con- 
gress to  enable  the  **  small-holding  "  claimants,  who  for  any  reason  failed  or  neg- 
lected to  file  on  their  lands  before  the  expiratioa  of  said  act,  to  secure  title  from 
the  United  States  to  their  respective  claims,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  a  large 
number  of  such  claimants  are  wholly  dependent  for  subsistence  for  themselves 
and  families. 

Section  17  of  said  act  should  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the  proofs  sub- 
mitted by  claimants  shall  show  actual,  continuous,  adverse  possession  of  the 
lands  claimed  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  next  preceding  the  date*of  the  survey 
of  such  **  small-holding  "  claims,  instead  of  twenty  ^'ears  next  preceding  the  date 
of  the  survey  of  the  township,  and  thereby  place  claimants  for  lands  in  townships 
heretofore  surveyed  on  practically  the  same  footing  with  those  in  townshiiw  here- 
after to  be  surveyed. 

Under  section  16  of  said  act  small-holding  claimants  are  only  required  to  show 
twenty  years  actufd,  continuous,  adverse  possession  next  preceding  the  date  of 
the  survey  of  their  claims,  which  are  required  to  be  surveyed  at  the  time  of  the 
extension  of  the  lines  of  public  surveys  over  the  townships  in  which  such  claims 
are  located. 

Under  section  17  of  said  act  such  claimants  are  required  to  show  twenty  years' 
actual,  continuous,  adverse  possession  next  preceding  the  date  of  the  survey  of 
the  township  in  which  their  claims  are  located. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  law  is  clearly  unjust  when  claimants  under  one  section 
of  it  can  secure  title  to  their  lands  by  showing  twenty  years' possession,  and  under 
the  next  section  claimants  are  required  to  show  thirty,  forty,  and,  in  some  instances, 
fifty  or  more  years  of  possession  to  secure  title.  I  therefore  recommend  that  said 
section  be  amended  so  as  to  read,  *'for  twenty  years  next  preceding^the  date  of 
the  survey  of  such  tracts,"  which  would  place  claimants  for  lands  under  saijl  sec- 
tion practically  in  the  same  position  as  those  claiming  lands  under  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  section  of  said  act. 

EXAMINATIONS. 

Under  date  E,  October  22, 1896,  this  office  was  authorized  to  appoint,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  fifth  subdivision  of  section  2223,  United  States  Revised  Statutes, 
a  competent  and  reliable  surveyor  to  make  a  field  examination  of  the  surveys  of 
the  following  described  private  land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit: 

•* Arroyo  Hondo"  grant  (reported  No.  159),  survey  executed  by  Sherrard  Cole- 
man, deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  296,  dated  February  24, 1896.  Estimated 
cost  of  examination,  $350. 

'*  Los  CerriUos"  grant  (reported  No.  59). 

'*Sitio  de  Los  Cerrlllos''  grant  (private  land  claims,  docket  No.  79). 

**Sitio  de  Juana  Lopez"  grant  (private  land  claims,  docket  No.  82),  surveys 
executed  by  Walter  Q.  Marmon,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  302,  dated 
May  22,  1896.    Estimated  cost  of  examination,  $150. 

**Ojo  de  Borrego"  grant  (reported  No.  118),  survey  executed  by  Walter  G. 
Marmon,  deputy  surveyor,  under  contract  No.  302,  dated  May  22, 1896.  Estimated 
cost  of  examination,  $225. 


408  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

And  under  date  E,  January  26, 1897,  authority  was  granted  to  apx>oint  a  reli- 
able surveyor  to  make  a  field  examination  of  grant  surveys,  as  follows: 

The  **Antonio  Sedillo"  grant  (reported  No.  50),  the  **  Pajarito"  grant  (reported 
No.  157),  "Cubero"  grant  (private  land  claims  docket  1),  and  **Town  of  Atrisco" 
grant  (reported  No.  145),  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed  $600. 

And  under  letter  E,  dated  April  17, 1807,  authority  was  granted  to  appoint  a 
reliable  surveyor  to  make  a  field  examination  of  the  following  private  land  claims, 
viz: 

''Gijosa"  grant  (reported  No.  109),  '*tg^acio  Chaves"  grant  (reported  No. 96), 
and  **CaSada  de  los  Alamos"  grant  (reported  No.  98),  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed 
$600. 

Pursuant  to  said  authority  contained  in  letter  E,  dated  October  22, 1896,  William 
H.  McBroom,  a  competent  surveyor,  who  is  nota  contracting  deputy,  was  appointed 
a  special  examiner  to  make  the  field  examinations  of  the  *' Arroyo  Hondo"  grant 
(reported  No.  159),  the  '*Los  Cerrillos"  grant  (reported  No.  59),  "Sitio  de  Los 
Cerrillos" grant  (private  land  claims  docket  2io.  79),and  the  '^Sitio  de  Juana 
Lopez  "  grant  (private  land  claims  docket  No.  82) ,  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  specified  for  each  grant  examination.  A  full  and  satisfactory  report  of  such 
examinations  have  been  duly  made  to  this  office  and  the  nature  thereof  communi- 
cated to  the  General  Land  ()ffice  in  reports  on  the  surveys  of  each  of  said  grants. 

Pursuant  to  authority  contained  in  letters  E,  dated  January  26, 1897,  and  April 
17, 1897,  Mr.  W.  W.  Miller,  a  competent  surveyor,  who  is  not  a  contracting  deputy, 
was  appointed  a  special  examiner  to  make  the  field  examinations  of  the  *'  Cubero^ 
grant  (private  land  claims  docket  No.  1),  "Antonio  Sedillo"  grant  (reported 
JN  o.  50) ,  *  *  Pajarito  "  ^ant  (reported  No.  157)  ,*  *  Town  of  Atrisco  "  grant  (reported 
No.  145), and  the  *'  Gijosa"  grant  (reported  No.  109),  the  first  four  at  a  cost  of  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  $600  and  the  latter  grant  at  a  cost  of  not  to  exceed  $250.  A 
full  and  satisfactory  report  of  such  examinations  has  been  duly  made  to  this 
office  and  the  nature  thereof  communicated  to  the  General  Land  Office  in  reports 
on  the  surveys  of  each  of  said  grants. 

The  field  examinations  of  the  **  Ignacio  Chaves  "  grant  (rei)orted  No.  96)  and  the 
"  CaSada  de  Los  Alamos  "  grant  (reported  No.  98)  have  yet  to  be  made. 

NECESSABY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

By  office  letter  dated  June  1, 1897, 1  transmitted,  in  duplicate,  the  annual  esti- 
mate for  public  and  private  land  claim  surveys  in  this  district,  and  for  the  expenses 
of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  1899,  together  with  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  class,  character,  and  extent  of  the  work  to  be  performed  in  this  office,  as  foUows: 

For  the  survey  of  public  lands  and  small-holding  claims  filed  under  the 

act  of  March  3, 1891,  amended  February  21,  1898 : $25,000 

For  the  survey  of  private  land  claims 20,000 

For  salarv  of  surveyor-general  _ _ _ .      3, 000 

For  salaries,  clerical  force,  office  of  surveyor-general 13, 000 

For  contingent  expenses 1,320 

Total :.    62,320 

As  stated  in  said  annual  estimate,  '^settlers  are  locating  and  will  continue  to 
locate  upon  unsurveyed  lands  in  this  district,  and  there  will  be  a  neater  demand 
for  the  survey  of  public  lands  in  the  future  than  there  has  been  during  the  past 
two  or  three  years." 

There  are  about  1,900  small-holding  applications  on  file  in  this  office  for  tracts 
of  land  in  unsurveyed  townships  and  witnin  the  boundaries  of  unconfirmed  grants; 
a  large  majority  of  said  tracts  will  have  to  be  surveyed  when  the  lines  of  public 
surveys  are  extended  over  the  townships  in  which  thev  are  situated.  The  Court 
of  Private  Land  Claims  has  rejected  some  and  reduced  the  area  of  many  private 
land  claims  that  have  been  considered  by  it,  and  the  lines  of  pablic  surveys  will 
have  to  be  extended  over  such  of  the  lands  formerly  included  in  said  grants  as 
become  public  domain  by  reason  of  the  action  of  said  court,  which  are  agricultu- 
ral in  character,  and  which  are  occupied  in  whole  or  in  part  by  actual  settlers. 

*'  The  boundaries  of  the  small-holaing  claims  of  such  settlers  will  also  have  to 
be  established,  and  therefore  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  will,  in  my  opinion,  be 
required  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  and  small-holding  claims  In  New  Mexico.** 

As  stated  in  my  said  annual  estimate,  '*  By  the  time  this  appropriation  is  avail- 
able for  the  survey  of  such  claims,  the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  will  doubt- 
less have  disposed  of  all  the  cases  pending  before  it,  and  there  will  be  a  large 
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number  of  grants  to  be  surveyed  under  confirmations  by  said  court;  the  stated 
amount  of  $30,000  will  therefore  be  necessary  for  the  survey  of  private  land 
claims  in  New  Mexico.** 

For  salary  of  the  surveyor-general,  the  amount  above  stated  is  the  salary  of  said 
office  as  fixed  by  section  2210  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States;  but 
for  four  years  last  past  Congress  has  apppropriated  a  less  amount  than  that  fixed  by 
law  for  salary  of  surveyor-general,  xne  salary  of  said  officer  has  been  reduced  in 
that  manner  to  |2,000  per  annum. 

In  view  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  and  the  increased  resixmsibility  connected 
with  this  office  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  private-land  claims  and  small- 
holding claims,  and  the  survey  of  the  same,  in  addition  to  the  usual  amount  of 
routine  business  connected  with  the  offices  of  surveyor-general  of  other  States  and 
Territories,  the  said  amount  is  only  reasonable  and  just  compensation. 

Ab  stated  in  said  annual  estimate,  '*  The  greatly  increased  amount  of  office 
work  on  account  of  the  survey  of  small-holding  claims  filed  under  the  provisions 
of  sections  16  and  17  of  the  act  of  March  8, 1891,  amended  February  21, 1898;  the 
Spanish  archives  and  land-grant  papers  that  should  be  copied  to  properly  preserve 
the  same;  the  large  amount  of  work  connected  with  the  Court  of  Private  Land 
Claims,  and  the  survey  of  land  p^'^i^ts  confirmed  by  said  court,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  office  work  connected  with  the  survey  of  public  lands,  and  the  miscellane- 
ous business  of  the  office  demand  that  an  appropriation  of  $13,000  be  made  for 
sa  aries  for  the  clerical  force  of  this  office  for  said  fiscal  year.** 

iThe  estimated  amount  for  contingent  exx>enses  of  this  office  will  be  required  to 
provide  the  office  with  stationery,  printing,  drafting  instruments  and  paper, 

Slats,  tracing  cloth,  binding  record  books,  backing  plats,  and  various  other  inci- 
ental  expenses,  and  for  the  employment  of  a  messenger  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  good  service. 

EXHIBITS. 

A.  Tabular  statement  of  contracts  awarded  under  appropriation  for  the  survey 
of  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1807. 

B.  Tabular  statement  of  contracts  awarded  under  appropriation  of  $20,000  for 
the  survey  of  confirmed  private  land  claims,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1897. 

C.  Tabular  statement  showing  surveys  which  have  been  returned  during  said 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

D.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  grants  that  have  been  considered 
and  acted  upon  by  the  Court  of  Private  Land  Claims  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  80, 1897. 

E.  Tabular  statement  showing  mineral  surveys  approved  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1897. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  F.  Easley, 
Surveyor-Oeneral  of  New  Mexico, 
The  Commissioner  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C, 
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Exhibit  A. — Tabular  statement  of  contracts  awarded  under  appropriations  for 
the  survey  of  public  lands,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 


No. 


dO& 


ao6 


ao7 

(a) 
(a) 

aoo 


(a) 


810 


311 


812 


Date. 


1890. 
Nov.  80 


Nov.  30 


1807. 
Jan.  28 


Feb.    4 
Mar.   8 

Do. 

Mar.  26 


Surveyor. 


William  White 


Walter  Q.  Marmon. 


1898. 
Oct.     6 


1897. 
June  1 


June  7 


June  14 


Gheorge  C.  Reed. 


Edward  R.  Stafford. 
JohnH.  Walker 


Mark  Howell 


John  H.  Walker. 


.do 


Walter  O.  SCarmon. 


David  M.  White. 


William  E.  Griffin. 


LiabiUty. 


$1,050 


260 


600 

50 
85 

500 

5,000 


25 


1,200 


8(i0 


750 


Description. 


Survey,  resurvey,  mark  and  establish  the  exte- 
rior and  subdivisional  lines  necessary  to  prop- 
erly connect  the  following  townships,  to  wit: 
Tb.  5,  6,  and  12 N., R.  I  W.;  T&  11  andl2 N.. B. 
IE.:  TB.llandl2N.,R.2W.:  Ts.l3and  UN., 
Rs.  7 and  8  W.;  T.  15 N.,  R.  10 E.;  T.  21  N.,  Rs. 
5, 6,  and  7  E.:  T.  22  N.,  Rs.  5,  7,  and  8  E.;  T.  23 
N.,  Rs.  5, 8,  and  9  E.,  and  T.  24  N..  R.  8  E.  of  the 
New  Mexico  princiiMd  base  and  meridian,  and 
the  retraoement  of  so  much  of  the  boundaries 
of  such  approved  surveys  of  private  land 
claims  in  connection  therewith  as  may  be 
found  absolutely  necessary. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  fractional  township 

12  N.,  R.  13  E.,and  fractional  township  15  NT, 
R.  7  E., and  the  retracement  and  reestaUish- 
ment  of  such  exterior  Unes  of  said  fractional 
townships  as  may  be  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  T.  24  a,  R.  7  W.;  the 
township  line  between  Ts.  24  and  25  S. ,  R.  7  W.  ; 
the  retracement  and  reestabliahment  of  such 
exterior  lines  as  may  be  found  absolutely 
necessarv. 

Sections  29  and  83,  T.  5  S.,  R.  19  W.;  in  New 
Mexico. 

Survey  of  the  unsurveved  portion  of  T.  16  N.. 
R.  10  E.,  in  New  Mexico  and  the  retracement 
and  reestablishment  of  such  lines  of  the  pub- 
lic surveys  as  may  be  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  township  9  S.,  R.  17 
E.,  in  New  Mexico,  and  the  retracement  and 
reestablishment  of  such  exterior  lines  of  said 
township  as  may  be  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  townships  and  frac- 
tional townships  Nos.  1, 2, 3,  4,  and  5  S.,  R.  1 
W.;  Ts.  1, 2, 3, 4,  and  5  S.,  R.  1  E.,  and  T.  5  8., 
R.  2  E.,  all  in  New  Mexico  and  the  retrace- 
ment and  reestablishment  of  such  exterior 
lines  of  said  township  as  may  be  found  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

For  the  resurvey  of  small  holding  claim  No.  400, 
of  Benjamin  M.  Read,  situate  in  sec.  31,  T.  18 
N.,R.  10E.,N.  M.  P.  M. 

The  fractional  township  line  between  Tb.  11  and 
12,  and  18  and  19  N.,  R.  5  E.;  the  range  line 
between  Rs.  4  and  5  £.,  in  T.  11  N.  and  5  and  6 
E.,  in  T.  18  N.;  the  subdivisional  lines  of  frac- 
tional Ts.  11  and  18  N.,  R.  5  E.,  and  the  retraoe- 
ment and  reestablishment  of  such  exterior 
boundaries  of  said  fractional  townships  as 
may  be  found  absolutelv  necessary. 

The  fractional  township  line  between  townships 

13  and  14;  14  and  15  S.^R.  3  E^  the  range  line 
between  Rs.  7  and  8  W.,  in  T.  25  S.;  subdivi- 
sional lines  of  fractional  T.  14  S.,  R.  3  E.,  and 
T.  25  S.,  R.  7  W.,  and  the  retracement  and  re- 
establishment of  such  exterior  boundaries  of 
said  townships  as  may  be  absolutely  m 

The  survey  of  the  exterior  boundaj-ies  of  small 
holding  claims  filed  under  the  provisions  of 
sec.  17  of  the  act  of  Mar.  3, 1891,  amended  Feb. 
21, 1893,  as  follows:  File  Nos.  1923,  Lucas  Mes- 
tas;  1998,  Samuel  Valdez;  2074,  Francisco 
Sanchez  y  Jose  Torres;  2108,  Lorenzo  Fernan- 
dez: 2100,  Jos  Antonio  Cruz:  2115,  Ramona  Q.  de 
Cruz,  in  T.23  N.,  R.  18  E.;  1124,  Sacarias  Rod- 
rigues:  W8,  Otelo  Martinez,  in  T.  21  N.,  R.  21 E., 
and  2808,  John  H.  Cullev,  in  T.  19  N.,  R.  21  K, 
all  in  Mora  County,  N.  Mex^  and  No.  2410, 
Nicholas  Apodaca:  2411,  Jose  Rafael  Salazar, 
in  T.  13  N.,  R.  16  E.:  842,  Anioeto  Chavez:  884, 
Antonio  Jose  Garcia,  in  T.  17  N.,  R,  24  E.,  all 
in  San  Miguel  County,  N.  Mex.,  and  such  other 
small  holding  claims  as  may  have  been  filed 
upon  in  said  townships  which  are  found  to  be 
valid  after  the  proi>er  investigation. 


a  Special  instructions. 
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Exhibit  B,— Tabular  statement  of  eontracta  awarded  under  appropriatwii  of 
$S0,000^  for  survey  of  confirmed  private  land  daima,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897. 


No. 


(a) 


304 


Date. 


1806. 
Aug.  18 

Not.  28 


Supveyop. 


Hiram  T.  Brown ... 


Albert  F.  Easley 


1897. 
313    June  15  '  Clayton  O.  Coleman. 


LUbUity. 


175 
1,250 


1,.%0 


Description. 


For  the  correction  of  the  north  and  west  bonnd- 
aries  of  the  Bemabe  M.  Montafio  grrant  (re- 
ported No.  49),  in  Bernalillo  County,  N.  Mex. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The 
" Ignacio  Chaves"  grant  (reported  No.  96,prl- 
vateland  claim  docket  No.  94),  in  Bernalillo 
County;  the  ''Cafiada  de  los  Alamos"  grant 
(reported  No.  08,  private  land  claim  docket 
No.  76),  In  Bernalillo  County;  the  "Qijosa" 
grant  (reported  No.  100,  private  land  claim 
docket  No.  16),  in  Taos  County;  the ''  Oalisteo  " 
grant  (reported  No.  60,  private  land  claim 
docket  No.  54),  in  Santa  Fe  County,  and  the 
**  Cuyamungue  "  grant  (reported  No.  64,  pri 
vate  land  claim  docket  No.  112),  in  Santa  Fe 
County. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private 
land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The  *'  Dofia 
Ana  Bend  Colony"  grant  (reported  No.  85), in 
Donna  Ana  County;  the  "'Town  of  Jacona^' 
grant  (reported  No.  02),  in  Santa  Fe  County, 
and  the  ''Polvadera"  grant  (reported  No. 
131),  in  Bio  Arriba  County. 


a  Special  instructions. 
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Exhibit  C. — Tabular  statement  showing  surveys  which  have  been  returned  during 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 


296 
297 


298 


290 


aoo 


901 


308 


804 


806 


306 


307 


(a) 


(a) 


Date. 


1896. 
Feb.  24 

Apr.  24 


Apr.  30 


May    5 


May  19 


May  21 


May  23 


Nov.  28 


Nov.  30 


-...do.. 


1897. 
Jan.  28 


1896. 
Aug.  18 

Oct.     6 


1897. 
Feb.    4 
Mar.   8 
...do... 


Surveyor. 


Sherrard  Coleman 
(George  C.  Reed 


John  H.  Walker. 


Ricard  L.  Powel. 


Hiram  T.  Brown 


George  H.  Pradt. 


Walter  G.  Marmon. 


Albert  F.lpUisley. 


William  White. 


Walter  G.  Marmon. 


George  C.  Reed. 


Hiram  T.Brown. 


John  H.  Walker. 


Edward  R.  Stafford 

John  H.  Walker 

Mark  Howell 


Description. 


The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Arrovo  Hondo  grant  (re- 
ported No.  159),  in  Taos  County,  N.  Mez. 

The  fourth  standard  parallel  north,  through  Ra.  8,4,  &,  and 
6W.;  township  line  between  Ts.  17  and  18  N.,  through 
Rs.  3, 4, 6,  and  6  W. ;  range  lines  between  Rs.  2  and  3, 3  and 
4.  4  and  6, 5  and  6  W.,  in  T.  17  N. ;  township  lines  between 
Ts.  18  and  19  N.,  through  Rs.  6,  6,  and  9  W.;  between 
Ts.  19  and  20  N.,  through  Rs.  6  and '9  W.;  between  Ta. 
17  and  18  N. ,  through  R.  9  W.;  range  lines  between  Rs.  5 
and  6, 6  and  7  W..  m  T.  19  N  ,  and  between  Rs.  4 and  5, 5 
and  6  W.,  in  T.  18  N.  The  reestablishment  of  range  line 
between  Rs.  9  and  10  W.,  in  Ts.  17, 18, 19,  and  20  N..  and 
a  portion  of  township  line,  between  Ts.  17  and  18  N.,  R. 

6  W.;  the  subdi visional  lines  of  T.  17  N.,  Rs.  3,  4, 5, 6,  and 
9  W.;  T.  18  N..  Rs.  6  and  9  W.;  T.  19  N.,  Rs.  6,  8,  and  9  W., 
andT.3GN.,  R.9W. 

The  seventh  correction  line  north  through  R.  13  E.;  range 
line  between  Rs.  13  and  14  E., in  T.  29  N. ;  the  snbdiviaioDal 
lines  of  T.  29  N.,  R.  13  E.;  the  unsurveyed  portion  of  T.  29 
N.,  R.  12  £.,  and  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  surveys  of 
183  small  holding  claims  situate  in  said  township. 

The  fractional  township  line  between  Ts.  17  ana  18  S.,  R 
20  W. :  the  fractional  range  line  between  Rs.  14  and  15  W.; 
the  fractional  range  line  between  Rs.  15  and  16  W.,  through 
T.  34  S.:  the  subdlvisional  lines  of  T.  13  S.,  R.  19  W.;  T.  15 
8.,  R.  19  Wj^T.  21  S.,  R.  16  W.:  T.  17  S.,  R.  20  W.,  and  T. 
84  S.,  R.  15  W.,  New  Mexico  principal  meridian. 

The  subdlvisional  lines  of  T.  11  N.,  R.  6  E. ;  T.  12  N,  R.  7  E, 
and  T.  13  N.,  R.  9  E.;  the  south  boundarv  of  T.  12  N.j  R. 

7  E. ,  and  the  exterior  boundaries  of  58  small  -holding  claims 
situate  in  said  township  11  N.,  R.  6  E^  and  13  N.,  R  9  E. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private-land  claims 
in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The  Antonio  Sedillo  grant  (re- 
ported No.  50),  in  Bernalillo  County:  the  PaJarito  grant 
(reported  No.  157),  in  Bernalillo  County;  the  Cubero  grant 
(private-land  claim,  docket  No.  1),  in  Valencia  County, 
and  the  town  of  Atrisco  grant  (reported  No.  145),  in  Ber- 
nalillo County. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private  land 
claims  in  New  Mexico,  towit:  The  Sitlo  de  Los  GerriUos 
grant  (private  land  claim  docket  No.  79),  in  Santa  Fe 
County;  the  Sitio  de  Juana  Lopez  grant  (private  land 
claim  docket  No.  82),  in  Santa  Fe  County;  the  Los  Cer- 
rillos  grant  (reported  No.  69 ),  in  Santa  Fe  County,  and  the 
Ojo  de  Dorrego  grant  (reported  No.  118)  in  Bernalillo 
County 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private  land 
claim  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The  Oijoea  grant  (reported 
No.  109),  in  Taos  County. 

The  exterior  and  subdlvisional  lines  neoessary  to  prop- 
erly connect  the  lines  of  public  surveys  with  the  bound- 
aries of  approved  private  land  claim  surveys  in  the  fol- 
lowing townships:  11  N.,  R.  2  W.:  12  N.,  R.  2  W ,  with 
the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Bemabe  M.  Montafio 
grant:  Ts.  5  and  6  N.,  R.  1 W.,  with  the  exterior  bound- 
ary of  the  Nicolas  Duran  de  Chaves  grant;  T.  11  N.,  & 
1  E.,  with  the  west  boundary  of  the  town  of  Alameda 
grant,  and  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  W.,  with  the  east  boundary  of 
the  Bemabe  M.  Montafio  grant. 

The  subdlvisional  lines  or  fractional  T.  12  N.,  R.  13  E., 
fractional  T.  15  N.,  R.  7  E. ;  the  reestablishment  of  a  i>or- 
tion  of  the  south  boundary  of  the  San  Miguel  del  Bado, 
of  a  i>ortion  of  the  south  boundary  of  the  CieneguiUa, 
and  a  portion  of  the  north  boundary  of  the  Juana  Lcqpei 
grrants. 

The  subdlvisional  lines  of  T.  24  S.,  R.  7  W.;  T.  line  between 
townships  24  and  25  S.,  R.  7  W.,  and  the  reestablishment 
of  the  north  and  east  exterior  boundaries  of  »tid  township. 

(Corrected  survey  of  the  north  and  west  exterior  bound- 
aries of  the  Bernabe  M.  Montafio  grant  (reported  No.  49), 
New  Mexico. 

The  resurvey  and  establishment  of  the  exterior  bound- 
aries of  small-holding  claim  No.  400,  of  B.  M.  Etead,  situ- 
ate in  T.  18  N.,  R.  10  E. 

The  survey  of  sees.  29  and  33,  T.  5  8..  R.  19  W. 

The  survey  of  the  unsurveyed  portion  of  T.  16  N.,  R.  10  E. 

The  subdlvisional  lines  of  T.  9  S.,  R.  17  E. 


a  Special  instructions. 
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Exhibit  B,— Tabular  statement  of  eantracta  awarded  under  appropriation  of 
$20y000^  for  survey  of  confirmed  private  land  daims^  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897, 


No. 


(a) 


804 


Date. 


1896. 
Aug.  18 

Nov.  28 


Surveyor. 


Hiram  T.  Brown .. 


Albert  F.  Easley .. 


LiabUity. 


313 


1897. 
June  15  '  Clayton  G.  Coleman. 


175 
1,260 


l,riCO 


Description. 


For  the  correction  of  tbe  north  and  west  bound- 
aries of  the  Bemabe  M.  Montafio  grant  (re- 
ported No.  49),  in  Bernalillo  County,  N.  Mez. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  pri- 
vate land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The 
" Ignacio  Chaves^*  grant  (reported  No.  96, pri- 
vate land  claim  docket  No.  34),  in  Bernalillo 
County;  the  ''Cafiada  de  los  Alamos*'  grant 
(reported  No.  98,  private  land  claim  docket 
No.  76),  in  Bernalillo  County;  the  ''Qijoea*' 

frant  (reix)rted  No.  109,  private  land  claim 
ocket  No.  16),  in  Taos  Countv;  the '' Galisteo '' 
grant  (reported  No.  60,  private  luid  claim 
docket  No.  54),  in  Santa  Fe  County,  and  the 
**  Cuyamungue  **  grant  (reported  No.  54,  pri 
vate  land  claim  docket  No.  112),  in  Santa  Fe 
County. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private 
land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit :  The ' '  Doiia 
Ana  Bend  Ck>lony  "  grant  (reported  No.  85),  in 
Donna  Ana  County;  the  "Town  of  Jacona'' 


grant  (reported  No.  92),  in  Santa  Fe  County, 
and  the  ^'Polvadera'*  grav*  '-"•^•*-~'  "Wrx 
131),  in  Rio  Arriba  County. 


a  Special  instructions. 
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Exhibit  C—Tabvlar  statement  showing  surveys  which  have  been  returned  dmug 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30  j  1897, 


No. 


Date. 


I      1896. 
20G     Feb.  24 


Surveyor. 


297 


208 


299 


300 


901 


aors 


804 


806 


806 


807 


(a) 


(a) 


808 


Apr.  24 


Apr.  30 


May    5 


May  19 


May  21 


May  23 


Nov.  28 


Nov.  30 


..do.. 


1887. 
Jan.  28 


1896. 
Aug.  18 

Oct.     6 


1897. 
Feb.    4 
Mar.   8 
...do... 


Sberrard  Coleman 
Oeorge  C.  Reed 


John  H.  Walker. 


Ricard  L.  Powel. 


Hiram  T.  Brown .. 


George  H.  Pradt. 


Walter  G.  Marmon. 


Albert  F.Baaley. 


William  White. 


Walter  G.  Marmon. . 


George  C.  Reed . 


Hiram  T.Brown. 


John  H.  Walker. 


Edward  R.  Stafford 

John  H.  Walker 

Mark  Howell 


Description. 


The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Arroyo  Hondo  na&t  (re- 
ported No.  160),  in  Taos  County,  N.  liifex. 

The  fourth  standard  parallel  north,  throngh  Rs.3,4AaB& 
6  W.;  township  line  between  Ts.  17  and  18  N.,  thnw«ti 
Bs.  3,  ^  5,  and  6  W. :  range  lines  between  Rs.  2  and  3,3  md 
4,  4  and  5, 6  and  6  W.,  in  T.  17  N. :  township  lines  betweea 
Ts.  18  and  19  N.,  through  Rs.  6.  6,  and  9  W.;  betweea 
Ts.  IJ  and  20  N.,  through  Rs.  6  and  9  W.:  between  Ts 
17  and  18  N. ,  tlwpu^h  R.  9  W^. ;  range  lines  between  Ri  5 
^^ S'JSr*^^  IT- vV^  ^**  N  ,  and  between  Rs.  4and  iS 
and  6  W.,  in  T.  18  N.  The  reestablishment  of  range  lix» 
between  Rs.  9  and  10  W.,  in  Ts.  17, 18, 19,  and  aiN..Md 
a  portion  of  township  line  between  TS,  17 and  18K,B 
5  S  '  iJ*®,  subdi visional  lines  of  T.  17  N. ,  Rs.  3, 4, 5. «,  and 

®  ^•A,^^St^«^^*^^  9  W.  ;  T.  19  N.,  fes.  6, 8,  and  »  W.. 
and  T.  3G  N.,  R.  9  W. 

The  seventh  correction  line  north  through  R.  13  E.;  rangt 
line  between  Rs.  13  and  14  E.,  in  T.  29  N. ;  the  subdiviaoiial 
lines  of  T.  29  N.,  R.  13  E.;  the  nnsurveyed  portion  of  T  9 
N.,  R.  12  E  ,  and  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  sorrers of 
183  small  holding  claims  situate  in  said  townahipL 

The  fractional  township  line  between  T^  17  ana  MS, E 
20  W.;  the  fractional  range  line  between  Rs.  Hand  13  W; 
S*®«!'?*^*i?"*^  range  Une  between  Rs.  ISand  16  W.  Jhro«gfc 
T.  34  S.:  the  subdi  visional  lines  of  T  13  S.,  R.  19  W:  T  15 


The  subdlvlslonal  lines  of  T.  II  N. ,  R.  6  E. :  T.  12  N.  B.  T  E, 
and  T.  13  N.,  R  9  E. ;  the  south  boundary  of  T.  12  N .  R 
7  K,  and  the  exterior  boundaries  of  68  smaU-holdingdaiffli 
situate  in  said  township  11  N.,  R.  6  E  ,  and  13  N,  fi  9  E 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private-land  i^""* 
in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The  Antonio  Sedillo  grant  in- 
ported  No.  50),  in  Bernalillo  County;  the  PEijarito gnuit 
(reported  No.  167),  in  Bernalillo  County;  the  Cuberogmic 
(private-land  claim,  docket  No.  1),  in  Valencia  Ooonty. 
and  the  town  of  Atrisco  grant  (reported  Na  145),  in  Ber 
nalillo  County. 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private  \uA 
claims  in  New  Mexico,  towit:  The  Sitio  de  Los  Oerrilte 
grant  (private  land  claim  docket  No.  79),  in  Santa  Fe 
County;  the  Sitio  de  Juana  Liopez  grrant  (private  land 
claim  docket  No.  82),  in  Santa  Pe  County:  theLoeCer 
rillos  grant  (reported  No.  69),  in  Santa  Pe  County,  and  tbe 
Ojo  de  Dorrego  grant  (reported  No.  118)  in  BemaHllo 
County 

The  exterior  boundaries  of  the  following  private  lud 
claim  in  New  Mexico,  to  wit:  The  Gijoea  grant  (reported 
No.  109),  in  Taos  County..  *  ^^ 

The  exterior  and  subdivisional  lines  necessary  to  prop- 
erly connect  the  lines  of  public  surveys  with  the  booaa- 
aries  of  approved  private  land  claim  surveys  in  the  fol- 
lowing townships:  11  N.,  R.  2  W  :  12  N.,  R.  2  W,witli 
the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Bernabe  M.  Montano 
grant;  Ts.  5  and  6  N.,  R.  1  W.,  with  the  exterior  boond 
ary  of  the  Nicolas  Dnran  de  Chaves  grant;  T.  11  K-.  B. 
I  E.,  with  the  west  boundary  of  the  town  of  Alameda 
grant,  and  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  W.,  with  the  east  boundary  of 
the  Bernabe  M.  Monti^o  grant. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  fractional  T.  12  N.,  R.  13  Em 
fractional  T.  16  N.,  R.  7  E. ;  the  reestablishment  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  south  boundary  of  the  Ban  Miguel  del  Bado, 
of  a  ]x>rtion  of  the  south  boundary  of  the  (3ienegiiina 
and  a  portion  of  the  north  boundary  of  the  JuanaLopec 
grants. 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  T.  24  S.,  R  7  W.:  T.  line  between 
townships  24  and  26  S.,  R  7  W.,  and  the  reestabliahmeot 
of  the  north  and  east  exterior  boundaries  of  said  township. 

(Corrected  survey  of  the  north  and  west  exterior  Ixmnd 

aries  of  the  Bernabe  M.  MontafLo  grant  (reported  Na49). 

New  Mexico. 
The  resurvey  and  establishment  of  the  exterior  bonnd 

aries  of  small-holding  claim  Na  400,  of  B.  M.  Bead,  rita- 

ate  in  T.  18  N.,  R.  10  E. 

The  survey  of  sees.  29  and  33,  T.  5  8..  R.  19  W. 

The  survey  of  the  unsurveyed  portion  of  T.  16  N.,  R  W  E 

The  subdivisional  lines  of  T.  9  S.,  R.  17  E. 


a  Special  instructions. 


(-  f'if  ntn  «t>i,„. 
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Exhibit  £. — Tatmiar  statement  showing  mineral  surveys  approved  during  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


Name  of  claim. 

No. 

Mining  district. 

Claimant. 

Qilt  Edse  olacer 

854 

lied  River 

Red   River  City,  Town  and 

Cabinet  lode 

900 

Burro  Mountain 

do 

Mineral  Co. 

CoBur  de  Leon 

970 

Do.          ~ 

Oynlo..... 

971 

do 

Do. 

Emerald  gronp,  comprie- 
ing  Emerala    lode  and 
Malichitelode. 

BeantifalBoy 

Qr^AandB.. 
978 

do 

Do. 

New  placers 

j^iPAff  r^^rmtbAm- 

Inffersol  lode  w  - .  -          .  -  _  _ 

974 

do 

A.  M.  Hendry. 

Anaconda 

976 

do.  .  

Do. 

Rt-  JnAApb  mill  ffitA  -     

977 

Central  City 

W.  O.  Owen, 

CandC lode 

976 

New  placers 

J.  T.  McLaughlin. 

Jno.  CuUen,  Will  Dee  Jones. 

Jay  hawk  eronp,  compris- 
ing   Alpine    lode.    Jay- 
hawk  lode.  National  loat^ 

Last  Chance  gronp  No.  1, 
comprising    Cross    lode 
and  Boise  City  mill  site. 

Last  Chance  group  No.  2, 
comprising  Last  Chance 
lode,    Boise    City    lode, 
Settle  lode. 

Czar  lode  and  Czar  mill  site . 

978- A,  B,  and 
C. 

979-AandB.. 
9ea-A,  B,  and 

c. 

982-AandB.. 
963 

BedBiver 

Cooney 

H.  K.  Holiday,  E.  T.  Butler. 
Last     Chance     Consolidated 

....do 

Mining  Co. 
Do. 

Cooney 

Old  Drop  lode 

Sandia 

G.  Fitch. 
Clinton   H.  Ball,  Morgan  H. 

Knowlton,    and     Alex.    R. 

Knowlton. 
Edfirar  M.  Tounsr  et  al. 

Juniper 

988 

Pinos  Altos 

Lucky  Group,  comprising 
Luckv  lode.  Lucky  No.  2 
lode,  Nettie  lode,  Lincoln 
lode. 

Hardscrabble  Group,  com- 
prising Billy  B  lode.  Old 
Town  lode,  and   Hard- 
scrabble lode. 

Victoria  Group,  compris- 
ing Victoria  and  South- 
em  Pacific. 

AMENDED  SURVinrS. 

Vanderbilt 

U84-A.  B,  C, 
andD. 

985-A,B,and 
C. 

986-AandB.. 

686 

953 
981,  A,  B,  C, 
D,  and  E. 

987,  A  and  B. 

989 
990 
991 

630 

970 
6^ 

fHlvAr  TTill 

Joseph  R.  Barton. 

Montezuma    Gold     Mining 
Placer  Company. 

J.  B.  Haggin. 

J.  D.  Powers  and  J.  R.  Hick- 

Black  Copper 

Victoria 

Nogal 

White  Oaks 

SURVEYS  ORDERED  AND 
NOT  RETURNED. 

Owl  lode 

zhan. 
Old  Abe  Co. 

Stella  group,  comprising 
Phllomena,  Mamie,Lulu, 
Stella,  and  Little  Jettie. 

Deep  Down  mine  and  mill 
site. 

Pearl  lode 

Red  River 

Red  River  Mining  Co. 

The  Treasure  Mining  Ca 

Bartlett  &  Tylor. 
Do. 

Pinos  Altoe 

Magdalena 

Grand  ledire -- 

do 

Gold  Mint 

Rio  Hondo 

Gold  Mint  Miningand  Milling 
Co. 

Bati«k>t),  Chandler.  Thomas  ^ 

AMENDED  SURVEYS 
ORDERED. 

Iron  Crown  - 

White  Oaks 

CcBur  deLieon 

Burro  Mountain 

do 

Co.  et  aL 
Azure  Mining  Co. 

Jjittle  Homeflt4ik<^ 

J.  Gilbert  Glass. 

EstablishmeJit  of  United  States  location  monuments. 


United  States  location  mou- 
umeut  number. 


Nal. 
No.  2. 
No.l. 


Mining  district. 


Red  River 

do 

Black  Copper. 


County. 


Taos.. 

...do. 

....do. 


Surveyed  by- 


Charles  C.  Cotton . 

do 

do 


Date. 


Dec.,  1896 
Jan.,  1887 
May    3,18^ 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  SUBVETOB-OEHERAL  OF  HOBTH  DAKOTA. 


United  States  Surveyor-Genebal's  Office, 

Bismarck^  N,  Dak.,  July  i,  1897, 

Sir:  As  directed  by  yoa  in  circular  letter  E,  dated  April  28,  1897,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report  of  surveying  operations  in  the 
district  of  North  Dakota  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1807,  with  tabular 
statements,  as  follows: 

A.  Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
survey  of  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

B.  Statement  of  contract  entered  into  on  account  of  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
per  act  of  Congress,  June  11,  1896,  for  the  survey,  etc.,  of  abandoned  military 
reservations. 

No  deposits  have  been  made  by  individuals  for  the  survey  of  public  lands,  and 
no  contracts  have  been  let  on  that  account. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  miles  of  surveys  upon  which  the  plat- 
ting, transcribing,  and  other  office  work  has  been  completed  since  the  date  of  my 
last  annual  report: 


Character  of  work. 


Township  and  range  lines. 

Section  lines 

Meander  lines 

Oonnectingr  lines 

Total 


Measurements. 


Miles.  Cha.  Lka. 

269  30  76 

2,688  62  15 

119  17  88 

6  79  89 

3,084  39  68 


Of  the  surveys  embraced  in  the  foregoing  table,  those  executed  by  Hiram  A. 
Soule,  under  contract  No.  45,  amounting  to  599  miles  8  chains  and  53  links,  have 
been  examined  in  the  field,  accepted  by  the  Commissioner,  and  the  plats  filed  in 
the  proper  land  office;  the  balance  is  now  awaiting  field  examination. 

During  the  year  the  following  letters,  documents,  plats,  diagrams,  transcripts 
of  field  notes,  and  other  papers  have  been  prepared: 

Letters  to  Commissioner  General  Land  Office 65 

Letters  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

Letters  to  deputy  surveyors  and  individuals 48 

Township  plats  of  surveys 135 

Diagrams  of  exterior  lines 6 

Transcripts  of  field  notes 48 

Descriptive  lists  for  land  offices 22 

Outline  diagrams  for  deputy  surveyors 93 

Contracts  and  bonds,  in  quadruplicate 6 

Special  instructions,  in  quadruplicate 6 

Total 484 

Besides  the  foregoing,  a  new  index  map  has  been  brought  up  to  date,  with  the 
exception  of  such  field  notes  as  have  not  yet  been  accepted,  and  bound  in  volumes 
of  proper  size,  and  a  large  amount  of  work  of  which  no  special  list  can  well  be 
given. 

Very  respectfully,  Andrew  Blewett, 

United  States  Surveyor-OenercU, 

The  COMMISSIONEB  OF  THE  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE, 

Washington  D,  C. 
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A. — Statement  of  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
survey  of  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  18S7, 


No. 


46 


47 


49 


60 


51 


Date. 


1886. 
Sept.  9 


Oct.    8 


Dec.    5 


1897. 
June  21 


June  22 


Deputies. 


Hiram  A.  Sonle. 


Tho6.    F.    Marshall 
and  Dell  B.  Piper. 


Qeorge  K.  Dike. 


Georae  K.  Dike  imd 
Walter  R.  Veigel. 


John    Bowen    and 
John  Harold. 


Character  and  location  of  work. 


The  lines  between  B8.86  and  86,  and  86  and  87, 
from  the  north  bonndarv  of  the  Fort  SteTen- 
Bpn  Military  Reservation  to  the  twelfth 
standard  parallel;  the  line  between  Ts.147 
and  148  N.,  throuflrh  Bs.  85, 86,  and  87  W. ,  except 
so  much  of  said  Ime  aspasses  through  the  Fort 
Stevenson  Militarv  Keserration;  the  lines 
between  Rs.84  and  85,  and  85  and  86,  and  86 
and  87  W.,  from  the  twelfth  standard  parallel 
to  the  tliirteenth  standard  parallel;  the  lines 
between  Ts.  148  and  160, 160  and  151,  and  151 
and  152  N.,  from  the  plateau  guide  meridian 
to  the  east  boundary  of  the  Fort  Bertbold 
Indian  Beser ration;  the  subdivision,  mean- 
der, and  connecung  lines  of  that  part  of  T. 
148  N.,  R.85  W.,  and  T8.147  and  148N.,  R.86 
W.,  lying  north  of  the  Fort  Stevenson  Mili- 
tary Reservation;  Ts.  149, 150,  and  151 N.,  Bs. 
84, 85,  and  86  W.;  T.148  N.,  B.87  W.,  and  that 
part  of  Ts.  148  and  150  N.,  lying  east  of  the 
Fort  Berthold  Indian  Resf^rvation,  all  west 
of  the  fifth  principal  meridian. 

The  twelfth  niide  meridian  (being  the  line  be- 
tween Bs.  8?  and  88  W. ),  from  the  north  bound- 
ary line  of  the  Fort  Berthold  Indian  Beser- 
vation  to  the  thirteenth  standard  parallel: 
the  lines  between  Ts.  158  and  154  N.,  and  154 
and  155  N.,  through  Bs.  86, 87,  and  88  W.;  the 
legal  section,  meander,  and  connecting  lines 
or  the  following-described  townships,  viz: 
T.152N.,  B.83;  T8.152  and  153  N.,  Bs.84  and 
85;  Ts.  152,  153,  154,  and  155  N.,  B.86;  Ts.l53 
154,  and  155  N.,  B8.87  and  88,  and  so  much  of 
Ts.  151  and  162  N.,  B.87,  as  lies  outside  of  the 
Fort  Berthold  Indian  Reservation;  aXL  west 
of  the  fifth  principal  meridian. 

The  lines  between  Ts.  153  and  154,  and  154  and 
155  N.,  through  Bs.  89  and  90  W. ;  also  the  legal 
section,  meander,  and  connecting  lines  of  tne 
following  described  townships,  viz:  Tk  153, 
154,  and  155  N.,  of  Bs.  89  and  90  W. ;  Ts.  168 and 
fractional  Ts.  164  N.,  Bs.  71, 72, 78,  and  74,  all 
west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian. 

The  lines  between  Bs.  92  and  93, 98  and  94,  and 
94  and  95  W.  through  Ts.  157, 158, 159,  and  160 
N.;  the  lines  between  Ts.  157  and  158, 158  and 

158,  and  168  and  160  N.,  through  Bs.  92, 93,  94, 
and  96  W. ;  also  subdivide  the  following  de- 
scribed Ts.,  viz:  T.  157  N.,  B.  91;  Ts.  157^158, 

159,  and  160  N..  Bs.  92,  98,  and  94:  and  Ts. 
157, 158,  and  160  N.,  B.  95,  all  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian. 

The  fifteenth  guide  meridian  and  the  sixteenth 
GTuide  meridian,  through  Ts.  129  and  18U  N.; 
the  lines  between  Bs.  96  and  97, 97  and  98,  98 
99, 100  and  101, 101  and  102, 102and  103,  throut^h 
Ts.  129  and  130  N.;  the  lines  between  Ts.  129 
and  130,  and  130  and  ISVthrough  Bn.  96, 97, 98, 
99, 100,  iOl,  102,  and  108  W. ;  also  all  of  the  legal 
section  and  meander  lines  of  Ts.  129  and  130 
N.,  Bs.  96,  97,  98,  99, 100,  101,  102.  and  103,  aU 
west  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian. 


Estimated 
cost. 


15,150 


5.3S0 


5,500 


5,806 


6,192 


B. — Statement  of  contract  entered  into  on  account  of  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
per  act  of  Congress,  June  11^  1896,  for  the  survey,  etc,  of  abandoned  military  res- 
ervations. 


No. 

Date. 

Deputy. 

Character  and  location  of  work. 

Estimated 
cost-. 

48 

1896. 
CkJt.15 

John  Bowen 

All  of  the  township,  range  section,  meander, 
and  connecting  lines  within  the  abandoned 
Fort    Stevenson    Military    Beservation    in 
North  Dakota,  except  so  much  of  said  reser- 
vation embraced  within  the  limits  of  T.  147 
N.,  B.  84  W.  of  the  fifth  principal  meridian, 
as  has  already  been  surveyed. 

11,250 

i 

1 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  SUBVETOE^EHERAL  OF  OBEOOH. 


Office  of  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Portlandj  Oreg,,  June  30, 1897, 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circnlar  letter  E,  of  April  23,  1807, 1  have  the  honor  to 
BQbmit  (in  dnplicate)  my  annual  report  of  sarvepng  operations  in  this  district 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  together  with  the  following  tabnlar  state- 
ments, viz: 

A,  No.  1.  Statement  of  contracts  made  with  deputy  surveyors  for  the  survey  of 
public  lands,  payable  from  the  apportionment  to  Oregon  of  $13,500  of  the  appro- 
priation for  surveys  and  resurveys  of  public  lands,  made  by  act  of  Congress 
approved  June  11,  1896. 

A,  No.  2.  Statement  showing  contracts  entered  into  under  special  instructions 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  «fune  30, 1897. 

B.  Statement  of  special  deposits  made  by  the  Oregon  and  California  and  Oregon 
Centi^l  railroad  companies  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

surveys. 

Returns  of  survey  of  49  townships,  including  whole  and  fractional,  have  been 
received,  examined,  approved,  plats  made  in  triplicate,  transcripts  of  the  field 
notes  completed,  and  copies  of  all  the  maps  and  notes  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office. 

The  number  of  miles  reported  in  these  returns,  as  run  and  marlced  in  the  field, 
is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

character  of  work. 


Standard  parallel .. 

Townaliip  lines 

Snbdivifflonal  lines. 

Meander  lines 

Gannecting  lines ... 


Meannrements. 

Miles. 

Chit. 

Lks. 

5 

66 

20 

249 

27 

6 

1,060 

12 

65 

08 

4(> 

3 

12 

70 

2 

Total  (embracing  an  area  of  621,392.64  acres) 2,028       44       96 


OFFICE  WORK  ON  SURVEYS. 

Plats  made  in  connection  with  the  above  surveys  are  as  follows: 

Township  plats  (49  originals  and  2  copies  each) .  _ 147 

Exterior  plats  (12  originals  and  1  copy  each) 24 

Standard  parallels  (2  originals  and  1  copy  each) 4 

Total _ ._. - 175 

The  field  notes  representing  these  surveys  consist  of  89  books  of  certified  tran- 
scripts, duly  forwarded,  and  34  '*  descriptive  lists  "  were  furnished  the  local  land 
offic*«8. 
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418     REPORT   OP   COMMISSIONER   OP   GENERAL    LAND   OPFICE. 

OFFICIATE  LBTTBRS  'WRITTEN. 

Dnrin&T  the  year  there  were  written  1,058  letters,  •  coTering  1,307  pages,  and 
classified  as  follows: 

To  Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office _ _ 909 

To  d^aty  surveyors _ 245 

To  miscellaneous  individuals ..*. 263 

To  local  land  offices _ 81 

To  deputy  mineral  surveyors,  etc 159 

To  governor 1 

Total _ 1,(68 

CONTRACTS  POR  SURVBYS. 

There  have  been  prepared  during  the  year,  in  connection  with  the  surreying 
service: 

Original  contracts  with  deputy  surveyors 13 

Ck>pies  of  same _ S9 

Special  instructions  to  deputy  surveyors 13 

Copies  of  same  _ 39 

Original  illustrative  diagrams  in  connection  with  instructions -   13 

Copies  of  same _ 36 

Copies  of  the  field  notes  of  all  old  lines  and  comers  adjoining  the  surveys  to  be 
made  under  the  above  contracts  were  furnished  the  deputies. 

SPECIAL.  MAPS  AND  TRACINGS. 

Special  miscellaneous  maps  and  tracings  made,  including  copies 9S 

MININQ  WORK. 

Dex>06ited  for  cost  of  office  work  on  mining  claims |9S5 

Amount  expended  for  office  work  on  mining  claims $709 

Mining  claims  surveyed,  reported  and  platted 15 

Copies  of  same 87 

Report  of  examination  of  placer  mines 2 

Illustrative  plats  in  connection  therewith 13 

Mining  claims  reported,  but  not  platted 1 

CONDITION  OF  UNFINISHED  WORK. 

• 

The  clerical  work  of  13  full  and  fractional  townships,  under  different  contrads, 
is  partly  completed. 

There  are  7  full  and  fractional  townships  not  worked  up  on  account  of  errors 
in  returns. 

Extension  of  time  has  been  allowed  on  16  full  and  fradtional  townships,  under 
different  contracts. 

It  is  proi)er  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  advisability  of  expediting  examina 
tion  of  field  work  and  report  as  to  its  accuracy.  The  deputy  surveyors  can  no4 
begin  their  work  until  the  adjoining  survey  previously  made  has  been  examined 
and  reported  correct  as  to  the  initial  comer.  Heretofore  the  examinations  have 
generally  been  so  long  delayed  that  the  deputy  surveyors,  in  many  instances,  have 
been  unable  to  complete  their  work  within  the  time  allowed  and  have  been  com- 
pelled to  ask  for  extension  of  time,  which  throws  their  work  over  into  the  next 
summer  (the  only  season  when  surveying  can  be  done  accurately  and  at  a  reamn- 
able  cost),  and  in  consequence  do  not  complete  their  contracts  and  receive  their 
pay  until  from  two  to  three  years  after  the  awards  are  made.  Reckoning  on  this 
probable  delay,  their  bids  range  from  15  to  30  per  cent  higher  than  they  would  if 
their  work  could  be  inspected  and  result  reported  in  time  to  permit  correction  of 
errors  found  before  withdrawing  their  parties  for  the  season.  The  appointment 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  special  examiners  to  complete  the  inspection  of  each 
season's  work  within  the  season  would  enable  corrections,  where  found  necessary, 
to  be  made  while  the  surveying  parties  were  still  in  the  field,  and  would  save 
expense  as  well  as  time. 

Very  respectfully,  Robert  A.  Habersham, 

United  States  Surveyor-Oeneral  for  Oregon. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


BUBTBTOR-GENERAL  OF   OREGON. 
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A,  No.  \.—A  statement  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  United  States  surveyor- 
general  for  Oregon^  on  account  of  the  $13,600  apportioned  to  Oregon,  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO, 
1897. 


No. 

Dftto. 

Name  of  depatj.. 

Location  and  description. 

Estimated 
liability. 

O07 

008 

008 

03D 

on 

078 

073 
074 
075 
076 

on 

078 

on) 

1887. 
Apr.  27. 

....do... 
....do... 

...-do... 
..-do... 

...do... 

....do... 
Ka7l3. 
....do... 
..-.do... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 

Wm.  C.  Elliott  and 
Bobt.  C.  Bonaer. 

William  E.  Campbell 

Alonzo  Oesner  and 
Klmer  O.  Worrick. 

Ed  ward  F .  Sharp  •-- - 
William H.  Byars... 

Simon  B.  Cathcart. . . 

Eugene  Schiller 

Robert  H.Waln 

William  P.Smith..- 

William  E.  Campbell 

Ernest  P.  Bands 

William  P.  and  Ed- 
ward F.  Heydon. 
Oscar  F.  Thief. 

Total 

All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  snrvey  of  T.  2  N.,  B.  6  W.,  and 

T.  6  8.,  R.  7  E. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  2  8. ,  R.  4^)  E. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  7  S.,  R.  4  E.,  and  T. 

7S.,R.5E. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  13  S.,  R.  8  W. 
All  the  standard  township  and  section  lines 

necessary  to  complete  the  survey  of  T,  18  8., 

R.2E. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  24  8.,  R.  12  W.,  and 

T.30  8.,  R.  14W. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  38  8.,  R.  6  W. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  T.  5  8..  R.  42  E. 
All  the  section  lines  necessary  to  complete  the 

survey  of  T.  16  8., R.  11  W. 
All  the  section  lines  necessary  to  complete  the 

survey  of  T.20S.,R.29  E.,andT.  21  s:,R.28E. 
All  the  township  and  section  lines  necessary  to 

complete  the  survey  of  Ts.  23  8. ,  Rs.  46and  47  E. 
All  the  section  lines  necessary  to  complete  the 

survey  of  T.  83  8  .  R.  15  W. 
All  meander,  township,  and  section  lines  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  survey  of  T.  21 8.,  R.  3  £. 

•1.825 

1,475 
1.000 

1,075 
1,375 

660 

1,375 
1,100 
800 
200 
700 
475 
450 

L3,500 

Deputies  all  in  the  field. 

A,  No.  2. — Statement  showing  contracts  entered  into  under  special  instructions 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1807, 


Date. 

Name  of  deputy. 

Location  and  description  of  work. 

Estimated 
liability. 

1886. 
July  25 

1887. 
June  19 

Gtoorge  8.  Pershix^ 

Ormond  Fletcher    - 

Resurveyiuf?  and  oonnectinjr  all  donation  land 
claims  in  sees.  7, 8,  8, 10,  \f.  and  18  in  T.  22  8., 
R.  8  W.,  under  appropriation  for  public  sur- 
veys for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1807. 

ExtendixiK  the  surveys  in  T.  36  8..  R.  7  A  E.. 
and  T.  85  8.,  R.7  E.,  from  the  original  special 
meander  lines  of  the  lake  in  said  townships—  * 
from  the  appropriation  under  the  act  of  Feb. 
8, 1887;  reimbursable. 

$500 

400 

a  Survey  completed  and  approved. 

B. — Special  deposits  m^ade  by  the  Oregon  and  Calif omia  and  Oregon  Central 
BaUroad  Companies  during  tne  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 


No. 

Date  of 
deposit. 

Deposit. 

Land  district. 

Survey. 

Office 
work. 

31 

July  6,1886 
July  31, 1886 
Oct.  24,1886 
Apr.  7,1087 

Oregon  and  California  R.  R.  Co. 

Oregon  Central  R.R.Co 

Orecron  and  California  R.  R.  Co . 
CO 

Roseburg,  Oreg 

$314.73 

228.24 

17.20 

76.21 

$23.75 

107 

Oreeon  City,  Oresr 

20.75 

281 

Roseburflr.Orecr...... ... 

1.00 

878 

do ........ . 

8.86 

Total 

636.38 

55.06 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  SUBVETOE-OEHEEAL  OF  SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Office  of  United  States  Surveyor-General, 

Huron,  S.  Dak.,  July  i,  1SS7. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  E,  dated  April  33,  1897, 1  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  (in  duplicate)  of  surveying  operations  in  thesnrvey- 
in^  district  of  South  Dakota,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  with  fonr 
tabular  statements,  viz: 

A.  Showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  appropriation  of  $30,000  for 
the  survey  of  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Rosebud  Indian  reservations,  S.  Dak.,  f<ff 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

B.  Showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  appropriation  of  $20,000  for 
surveying  and  allotting  Indian  reservations,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897. 

C.  Showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  apportionment  of  $15,000  for 
resurveys  per  act  of  June  11.  1896,  making  appropriation  for  surveying  the  public 
lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

D.  Showing  office  work  and  other  information  relative  to  mineral  surveys  dnriDg 
the  fiscal  year. 

No  contracts  were  entered  into  during  the  fiscal  year  on  account  of  deposits  bj 
individuals  under  the  provisions  of  sections  2401,  3402,  2403.  Revised  Statntcs, 
and  no  deposits  were  made  for  such  surveys,  or  by  railroad  companies  for  smreys. 

The  amount  of  deposits  for  office  work  on  mineral  surveys  during  the  year  wis 
$7,890. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  surveys  in  this  district  upon  which 
office  work  was  completed  and  for  which  returns  were  transmitted  to  your  office 
during  the  fiscal  year: 


standard  parallels  and  moridiana. 

Township  lines 

Section  lines 

Meander  lines 

Connecting  lines 

Indian  reservation  boundary 

Military  reservation  boundary  ... 

Standard  lines,  resurveyed 

Township  lines,  resurveyed 

Section  lines,  rosur veyea 

Connecting  line&,  resurveyed 


Measurements. 


MiUg. 

Ou. 

IM 

34 

57 

» 

407 

36 

S 

2,703 

63 

.  9 

160 

31 

tf 

43 

13 

U 

18 

37 

6S 

34 

6 

» 

S9 

33 

S 

5 

3 

a 

7 

4 

7i 

4 

30 

• 

m 

Total 3,546       74      B 


To  more  fully  represent  office  work  during  the  year,  these  should  be  added  1.400 
miles  upon  which  office  work  was  practically  completed,  but  cannot  be  trans- 
mitted before  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  returns  have  been  approved  of  81  townships  and  of  61  origiosl 
and  amended  mineral  surveys.  These  have  required  the  preparation  of  19 
diagrams  of  township  and  other  exteriors,  264  township  plats,  155  transcript 
field  notes  of  surveys  and  examinations,  61  transcript  field  notes  and  reports  of 
mineral  surveys,  and  238  plats  and  diagrams  of  mineral  surveys. 

In  addition,  much  labor  has  been  expended  in  initiating  and  continuing  a  com- 
plete index  of  office  records  and  in  preparing  connected  diagrams  of  mineral  surveys 
for  office  use,  and  in  generally  placing  records  in  proper  condition  for  reference  and 
safety.  It  is  intended  to  contmue  this  work  during  the  incoming  fiscal  jrear.  To 
this  office  has  been  confided  a  large  amount  of  surveys  for  allotments  within  Indian 
reservations  in  this  State.  The  preparation  of  contracts,  special  instructions, 
diagrams,  and  information  for  deputies,  also  the  criticfkl  examination  of  returns, 
preparation  of  instructions  for  field  examiners,  and  a  critical  examination  of  retams 
thereunder,  and  general  oversight  of  the  work  of  special  clerks  engaged  on  such 
420 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL   OF   SOUTH   DAKOTA.  421 

surveys,  has  devolved  largely  upon  the  regular  office  force  and  have  occupied  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  its  attention  during  the  year. 

BLACK  HILIS  SURVEYS. 

In  line  with  my  last  annual  report,  surveys  have  been  completed  in  the  field  of 
a  x>ortion  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the  general  sarvey  system  of  township 
exteriors  over  the  Black  Hills  region  of  this  State.  The  purposes  of  extension  are 
to  embrace  existing  settlements,  to  enable  the  State  of  South  Dakota  to  make 
selections  of  lands  it  desires  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Febmary  22,  1889,  and 
to  provide  comers  of  the  general  system  with  which  to  connect  nuneral  snrveys 
in  preference  to  onnect'ug  the  latter  to  locating  monuments  which,  in  respect  of 
their  isolation,  are  objectionable.  The  importance  of  the  last>named  purpose  has 
been  fully  set  forth  in  /ormer  annual  reports.  A  further  extension  of  the  general 
system  is  desired  and  will,  with  your  approval,  be  made  during  the  incoming  fiscal 
year  or  as  soon  as  the  usual  technicalities  can  be  fulfilled. 

FIELD  EXAMINATION   OF  MINERAL  SURVEYS. 

The  necessity  for  examination  of  mineral  surveys  was  set  forth  in  my  preceding 
annual  report.  The  necessity  still  continues,  and  I  again  beg  to  call  your  atten- 
tion, and  through  yourself  of  Congress,  to  the  evident  necessity  for  legislative 
provision  for  field  examination  of  mineral  surveys. 

CONNECTION  OF  MINERAL  LOCATING  MONUMENTS. 

The  need  of  connections  between  the  several  locating  monuments,  to  be  made 
independent  of  the  mineral  surveys  connected  to  them,  was  set  forth  in  my  annual 
report  of  preceding  fiscal  year.  I  again  present  the  necessity,  and  a  small  amount 
for  the  inception  of  such  work  is  submitted  in  my  estimates  for  the  surveying 
service  of  this  district  for  the  fiscal  year  1898-99. 

EXPENSE  INCIDENT  TO  MINERAL  SURVEYS. 

I  can  not  do  better  than  repeat  from  my  preceding  annual  report  on  this  impor- 
tant matter.  It  was  thought  that  the  law  intended  that  all  expense  incident  to 
mineral  surveys  should  be  paid  by  the  claimants.  It  was  difficult  to  understand  pre- 
cisely how  it  could  be  proi>er  to  require  a  claimant  to  pay  for  clerical  services  in  the 
surveyor-generars  office  and  not  equally  proper  to  require  him  to  pay  all  other 
costs  in  that  office  which^  in  the  absence  of  his  surveys,  would  not  be  incurred. 
Again,  there  appeared  no  consistency  in  charging  mineral  contingent  expenses  to 
an  annual  appropriation  and  omitting  to  charge  the  annual  appropriation  for 
salaries  with  the  mineral  clerical  expense,  and  there  seemed  an  equal  lack  of 
authority  for  either  charge.  Wherein  the  law  could  discriminate  between  clerical 
service  and  any  other  form  of  exi)ense  incident  to  mineral  surveys  was  not  under- 
stood by  this  office  at  least.  Yet  such  a  discrimination  has  been  insisted  upon  by 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and  due  to  this  construc- 
tion of  law,  the  yearly  contingent  appropriation  for  this  office  has  been  burdened 
with  mineral  contingent  expense,  which  could  not  in  the  nature  of  things  have 
been  within  the  consideration  of  Congress  when  making  the  appropriation.  The 
mineral  service  in  this  State  has  vastly  increased  during  the  fiscal  year  now  clos- 
ing, causing  a  like  increase  in  the  contingent  expense.  This,  in  view  of  the 
reduced  appropriation  for  contingent  expenses  for  the  incoming  fiscal  year,  will 
perpetuate  and  accentuate  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  records  of  this  office, 
which  I  have  endeavored  so  strenuously  to  improve.  Should  it  still  be  held  that 
the  law  discriminates  as  stated,  I  most  earnestly  present  to  yourself  and  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  the  desirability  of  making  all  expense  incident  to  mineral 
surveys,  including  field  examination  and  the  connection  of  locating  monuments, 
payable  entirely  by  applicants,  so  that  mineral  surveys  may  bs  had  without 
expense  to  the  United  States  in  any  respect,  excepting  of  necessity  the  official 
superintendence  of  the  surveyor-general. 

Concluding  this  report,  I  wish,  as  in  former  reports,  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
propriety  of  field  examination  of  surveys  by  this  office  prior  to  its  approval  of  the 
same.  I  express  the  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  continue  this  desirable 
arrangement. 

Very  respectfully,  Richard  B.  Hughes, 

Surveyor-Oeneral, 

The  Commissioner  op  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C, 
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OjSice  work  on  mineral  surveys  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  18S7. 


Mineral  surveys  ordered,  lodes. 
Mineral  surveys  ordered,  placers . 
Amended  surveys  ordered 


78 
8 
S 


Total 


Amended  orders  for  mineral  surveys  issued. 


31 


Lode  claims  approved,  platted,  and  delivered 

Placer  claims  approved,  platted,  and  delivered 

Amended  surveys  approved,  platted,  and  delivered. 


51 
4 
6 


Whole  number  of  claims  approved,  platted,  and  delivered  (embracing 

214  locations) 61 

Number  of  plats  made •. 238 

Transcript  of  field  notes,  embracing  214  locations 61 

Number  of  claims  in  office  for  platting  luid  transcribing 86 

Number  of  deputy  mineral  surveyors  m  commission IS 

Aggregate  amount  deposited  for  office  work  (97  certifieates  of  deix)sit) 17,890 

Surveys  approved  and  delivered  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 

10B6 

1083 
1084 


1080 
1088 


1090 

loeo 


1088 
1100 
1106 
1085 

1066 

1103 
1112 
1107 

1104 


1098 

1109 

1101 
1106 
1115 
1087 
1102 

1117 

nil 


1110 


1118 
1114 


Name  of  claim. 


Eureka  lode 


Holy  Terror,  Holy  Terror  No.l,  and 
Keystone  Na  4  lodes. 

SkeUy  group,  embracing  South  Da- 
kota, North  Dakota,  Lonsr  Island. 
National,  ProffressiTe,  Brooklyn,  and 
New  York  lodes. 

Car-street  lode 

Shoemaker  grroup,  embracing  Shoe- 
maker, Shoemaker  Fraction,  and 
Etta  lodes. 

Jolitz  placer 

Sunnyside  group,  embracing  Sunny- 
side  and  Sunnyside  Nos.  1  and  2  lodes. 


Summit  lode 

Spring  lode 

PlaoerNo.  16 

Squaw  Creek,  Gtontle  Annie,  Buphrat, 
Tigres,  and  AUowez  lodes. 

American  Eagle,  Pratt,  and  Maggie 
lodes. 

Pocahontas  fraction  lode 

Sunny  lode 

Elk  Mountain  group,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 
lodes. 

AJax  group,  embracing  AJax,  Ajax 
No.  2,  Orinoco  fraction,  and  Atlas 
lodes. 

Asteroid  and  Ldttle  John  fraction 
lodes. 

Glyn,  Liemars,  Oro  fraction,  and  Ar- 
genta  lodes. 

Some  Left  fraction  and  St.  lyes  lodes. 

Red  Warrior  lode 

Hope  lode 

Clarinda  Extenfdon  lode 

Blaine,  Cleveland,  Dickinson,  St.  Just, 
Bayard,  and  Specie  Payment  frac- 
tion lodes. 
Bunker  Hill  Qroup,  embracing  Bunker 
Hill,  Bunker  Hul  fraction,  and  Key- 
stone lodes. 

Glendale  Qroup,  embracing  Glendale, 
Olendale  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Hermosa 
No.  2,  Garrison  fraction.  Iron  Creek, 
Reciprocity,  and  President  lodes. 

Glueck  Auf,  Glueck  Auf  No.  1,  Cliff 
fraction.  Cliff  and  Comstock  fraction 
lodes 

Garibaldi  lode 

West  Wedge  fraction,  West  End, 
Sunset  fraction,  Jackson,  Sunrise, 
Uauie,  and  Moonlight  lodes. 


Claimant. 


Edward  AverUl,  J.  S.  Ross,  Mary  J. 
Skinner,  Louisa  Donahue,  Maurice 
Donahue,  and  Charles  A.  Donahue. 

Holy  Terror  Mining  Co 


John  H.  Skelly 


McDonnell  Mining  Co. 
Christian  S.  Ruth 


Charles  Jolitz , 

ToUeJr  Botne,  George  W.  Coats,  Albert 

G.  Amsbury,  Thomas  C.  Blair,  and 

PhiUp^.  Banner. 

Daniel  Flickinger 

Paul  Jentges 

G^eorge  w7  Woodco<* 

Peter  A.  Guahurst  and  John  Wolxmuth. 


Badger  State  Mining  Co 


Dead  wood  Terra  Mining  Co. 

r  Mining  ix 
John  A.  Greenough  and  Cephas  W.  Car- 


Ruby  Gold  and  SilverMining  Co. ... 


penter. 

Sebastain  Koenigsberffer,  William  Sel- 
bie,  and  George  B.  mu-ris. 

Daniel  Flicktnger 

Advance  Mining  Co 


Carthage  Silver  Mining  Co 

Deadwood  Terra  Mining  Co 

do 

Buxton  Mining  Co 

Blue  Bird  Gold  and  Silver  Mining  Co .... 


Bunker  Hill  Mining  Co 


Glendale  Tin  Co. 


Dennis  Quinn. 


Homestake  Mining  Co 

Solomon  D.  Bums,  John  Striegml,  and 
John  Little. 


proved. 


July  i 


Julyli 

Aiw.ll 


Da 
Aug.  17 


Aiig.» 
Ang-U 


Aug.  9 
Ang-St 
Ang.St 
Sept  4 

Sept  I 

Sept  10 
SeptU 
SeptB 

Sept  IS 

SeptU 

Sept  19 

Septfl 
Septa 
Septa 
SeptaO 

oa  3 


Oct    • 


Oct.  II 


Oct  » 


Oct  fl 
Oct* 


I 
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Surveys  approved  and  delivered  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1897 — Cont'd. 


No. 


1119 

1121 

1123 
1113 
1120 
1110 

1121 

1128 

1129 
1105 

liar) 

1138 
1132 


1140 
1087 
1139 


1144 
1146 


1140 
1136 


1160 
1131 


U42 


1163 


1156 
1157 
1161 


Name  of  claim. 


Monitor,  Monitor  fraction.  Oak,  Oak 

fraction,  and  Eva  No.  2  lodes. 
Bertha  lode 


Valley  lode 

Point  of  Bocks  placer 

Singapore  lode , 

Ponca  groap,  embracing  Ponca  and 
Ponca  No.  1  lodes. 

Lew  Wallace,  Fnlva,  Katisba,  and  Pas- 
saic lodes. 

Little  Hope  fraction.  Urgent,  Star, 
and  White  Pine  lodes. 

Moulton  fraction  lode 

Little  PhUl  and  Surprise  lodes 

Santa  Cruz  lode 

Copper  Eiing and  Iron  Blossom  lodes.. 

Stonewall,  Blue  Ridge,  Lloyd  LoundtrH, 
Wye  House,  Buckeye  No.  2,  Glendale 
Fraction  Mix,  and  Stir  lodes. 

Anderson  and  Hastings  fraction  lodes. 

Fouse  placer 

Forest  Queen,  Lily  of  the  West,  Whale 
Whale  fraction,  Foley,  Oround  Hog, 
and  Bui&oe  lodes. 

Eva  H.,  Silver  Tongue,  and  Silver 
Tongue  fraction  lodges. 

Spotted  Elk  No.  1,  ^tted  Elk  No. 
2,  Flora  E.  No.  1,  Flora  E.  No.  2. 
Flora  E.  No.  3.  Flora  E.  No.  4,  Flora 
E.  fraction,  Surplus  fraction.  Last 
Chance  fraction,  and  Last  Chance 
Fraction  No.  2  lodes. 

Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  No.  8  lode 

Saw  Tooth  fraction.  Silver  Belt  No.  1, 
Silver  Belt  No.  2,  Big  Crow,  Aztec, 
Bayard,  Great  Western,  Cuba,  Cuba 
fraction,  Little  Crow,  and  Little 
Crow  fraction  lodes. 

J.  B.,  Ruby  Queen,  and  Syndicate  lodes 

Florence  fraction,  Georgianna, 
Brandy  wine.  Brandy  wine  fraction, 
Midnight,  Daybreak,  Cleoimtra,  Ar 
genta,  and  Overdraft  lodes. 

Bridgeiwrt,  Dr.  Late,  Florence,  Caw, 
McLeod  2lo.  2,  McLeod  No.  1,  Mc- 
Leod,  Stead  No.  4,  Stead  No.  3,  Stead 
No.  2,  Stead  No.  1,  Stead,  West  Vir- 
ffinia.  Lamplighter,  Blue  Danube, 
1.  M.  H.,  Gtortrude,  Coppy  fraction, 
Low,  High,  Poorman,  Elsie,  Mon- 
mouth No.  4,  Monmouth  No.  3,  Mon- 
mouth, Monmouth  No.  1,  Monmouth 
No.  2,  Monmouth  No.  5,  Monmouth 
No.  6.  December,  Client  fraction, 
and  Client  lodes. 

Old  Bill,  Sioux,  McLeod,  Golden  Key, 
Bavard  fraction.  Cyclone  fraction, 
and  Cyclone  fraction  No.  2  lodes. 

Addle  lode 

Relief  fraction  lode 

Wild  Dog  and  Knob  lodes 


Claimant. 


Young  American  Gold  and  Silver  Min- 
ing Co. 

Robert  H.  DriscoU,  First  National  Bank, 
William  Workman,  and  Fred  E.  Nelson. 

Samuel  Moll 

Anna  A.  Wolfe 


Singapore  Mining  Co 

Glendale  Tin  Co 

Lew  Wallace  Mining  Co 

Equitable  Mining  Co 


Ernest  May 

Alexander  Stewart. 

James  R  Haggin 

Thomas  J.  Gner 


proved. 


Joseph  Swift 


Ole  Christianson  and  Peter  Brakke . . 
John  E.  Fouse  and  Heman  W.  Stone. 
James  Frawley 


Al  Stamer  and  Eugene  Starner. 


Joseph  M.  kilpatrick,  Robert  J.  Kilpat- 
rick,  William  H.  Kilpatrick,  Samuel  D. 
KilcAtrick,  Chester  W.  Collins,  Lewis 
T.  Wolle,  William  H.  Dacey,  and  Wil- 
liam Mouck. 

Richard  Lee 

Lead  City  Mining  Co 


Frank  C.  Crocker 
Joseph  Swift 

.....do 


William  SelWe 

Thomas  J.  Grier 

Lead  City  Miners'  Union 

Annie  M.  Smith  and  Joseph  Mook 


Oct.  27 

Oct.  28 

Oct.  29 
Nov.  4 
Nov.  9 
Nov.  18 

Nov.  30 

Dec.    2 

Dec.  5 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  12 
Dec.  24 
1897. 
Mar.    3 


Mar.  29 
Apr.  2 
Apr.  28 


Do. 
Apr.  29 


May    6 
May  24 


May  25 

Juoe  l6 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Juno  26 


Amended  surveys  executed. 


Na 

Name  of  claim. 

proved. 

232 

Golden  Prospect  lode..... ...... 

Highland  MiningCo 

1896. 
Aug.  18 

200 

Greenback  lode 

Rochester  Black  Hills  Gold  Mining  Co. . . 
do 

Sept.  25 

264 

Rochester  lode 

Dec.  24 

233 

Gk>lden  Star  No.  2  lode 

Jautia^  B.  HafiTirin 

Do. 

1040 

Mav  Queen  lode 

Robert  H.  Liny 

Do. 

1029 

Keystone  group,  embracing  Keystone, 
Keystone  No.  1,  Keystone  No.  2,  and 
Keystone  fraction  lodes. 

Keystone  Gold  MlninK  On 

1897. 
Apr.   5 
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A. — Statement  showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  appropriation  of 
$30,000  for  the  survey  of  the  Cheyenne  River  and  Rosebud  Indian  reservations^ 
S,  Dak,,  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897, 


No, 


120 


Date. 


1896. 
Jnne21 


121 


123 


123 


July  21 


July  24 


Deputy. 


Frederick  W.  Petti- 
grew. 


Charles  H.  Bates... 


John  W.  Daugherty. 


July  2ii 


124 


127a 


1257 


July  28 


Aug.  21 


Aug.  18 


James  M.  Baldwin. 


Richard  G.  Ander- 
son. 


.do 


John  W. Daugherty. 


Character  and  location  of  work. 


The  north  boundaries  of  Tps.  97, 98,  and  99  N., 
Rs.  76  and  77,  and  of  T.  101  N.,  Rs.  77  and  78: 
the  east  boundaries  of  Tps.  97, 96, 99,  and  100 
N..  Rs.  76  and  77;  the  south  boundary  of  T. 
97  N.,  R.  79;  and  the  subdivision  and  meander 
lines  of  Tps.  97, 96.  and  100  N.,  Rs.  76  and  77; 
and  of  T.  97  N. ,  Rs.  78  and  70,  all  west  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian;  also  the  north  boundaries 
of  T.  87  N.,  Ra.  26  and  26;  and  the  subdivision 
and  meander  lines  of  Tps.  87  and  88  N.,  Rs.  25 
and  26,  all  west  of  the  sixth  principal  meri- 
dian; all  within  the  Rosebud  Didian  Keeerva- 
tion.  8.  Dak.:  Provided,  That  surveyiB  shall 
not  be  executed  under  this  agreement  in 
excess  of  $4,500,  without  permission  therefor 
having  been  first  obtained. 

The  north  boundaries  of  Tps.  37  and  88  N.,  Ra 
31  and  82,  and  of  Tm.  85  and  37  N.,  R.  33:  the 
east  boundaries  of  Tps.  87, 88,  and  80  N.,  R  SB, 
and  the  subdivisions  and  meander  lines  of 
Tps.  87, 88,  and  80  N.,  Rs.  31  and  82,  and  of  Tps. 
35, 86, 37,  and  88  N.,  R.  83;  all  west  of  the  sixth 
principal  meridian,  and  within  the  Rosebud 
Indian  Reservation,  8.  Dak.:  Provided,  That 
surveys  shall  not  be  executed  under  this 
agreement  in  excess  of  $3,280,  without  permJs 
sfon  therefor  having  been  first  obtained. 

The  north  boundaries  of  T.  05  N.,  Rs.  74,  75.  76, 
77,  78,  and  79;  the  east  boundaries  of  Tps.  96 
and  96  N.,  Rs.  75, 76, 77, 78,  and  79;  and  the  sub- 
division and  meander  lines  of  Tps.  95  and  96 
N.,  Rs.  74,  75, 76,  77.  78,  and  79;  all  west  of  the 
fifth  principal  meridian,  and  within  the  Rose- 
bud Indian  Reservation,  8.  Dak.:  Provided, 
■That  surveys  shall  not  be  executed  under 
this  agreement  in  excess  of  $4,270,  without  per- 
mission therefor  having  been  first  obtained. 

The  north  boundary  of  T.  37  N.,  R.  27, and  of 
T.  36  N.,  Rs.  25, 26, 27, 28, 29;  the  east  bounda- 
ries of  Tps.  86  and86K. ,  Rs.  26. 27,  S&20;  and  the 
subdivision  and  meander  lines  of  Tps.  37  and 
38  N.,  R.  27,  and  of  Tps.  35  and  36  N.,  Rs.  26,26, 
27, 28, 29;  all  west  of  the  sixth  principal  merid- 
ian, and  within  the  Rosebud  Indian  Reserva- 
tion, 8.  Dak.:  Provided^  That  surveys  shall 
not  be  executed  under  this  agreement  in  ex 
cess  of  $4,000.  without  permlBSion  therefor 
having  been  first  obtained. 

The  north  boundaries  of  Tps.  41, 42, 43N.,  Ra. 
31  and  32;  the  south  boundary  of  T.  40  N.,  R. 
31 ;  the  east  boundaries  of  Tps.  41, 42, 43, 44. 45 
K.,  R.  32,  and  the  subdivision  and  meander 
Unes  of  Tps.  41,  42,  43,  44, 45  N.,  Rs.  31  and  82, 
and  of  T.  40  N.,  R.  31;  all  west  of  the  sixth 
principal  meridian,  and  within  the  Rosebud 
Indian  Reservation,  8.  Dak.:  Provided ^  That 
surveys  shall  not  be  executed  under  this 
ag^reement  in  excess  of  $4,000.  without  per- 
mission therefor  having  been  first  obtained. 

The  west  boundary  and  the  subdivision  and 
meander  lines  of  fractional  T.  45  N.,  R.  30, 
west  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian,  within 
the  Rosebud  Indiui  Reservation,  8.  Dak. 

The  tenth  guide  meridian  (between  ranges  73 
and  74)  west  of  the  fifth  principal  mexidian, 
through  T.  95  N.,  within  the  Rosebud  Indian 
Reservation  in  the  8tate  of  South  Dakota. 

Note.— The  estimated  cost  of  this  survey 
is  included  in  contract  No.  122,  dated  July 
24, 1896,  to  the  same  deputy. 

a  Special  instructions. 


Estimated 
cost. 


$4,500 


3,280 


4.270 


4,000 


4.0QO 


50 
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A.Stdt€7nent  showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  appropriation  of 
SSO.OOO  for  the  survey  of  the  CJieyenne  River  ajui  Rosebud  Indian  reservations, 
S.  Dak.,  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897— Continued. 


No. 


128 


Dftte. 


Depaty. 


129 


1897. 
Apr.    6 


Apr.    6 


Frederick  W.  Petti- 
grew. 


Charles  H.  Bates. 


Character  and  location  of  work. 


The  third  standard  parallel  (south  boundary 
of  T.  13)  from  the  west  boundary  of  the 
Cheyenne  River  Indian  Reseryation  to  the 
Miasoari  River,  the  fifth  guide  meridian  (be- 
tween Rs.  20  and  21)  from  the  third  standard 
iMu*allel,  the  sixth  guide  meridian  (between 
us.  24  and  25)  from  the  Big  Cheyenne  River, 
and  the  seventh  guide  meridian  (Viet ween  Rs. 
28  and  29)  from  the  Missouri  River,  all  to  the 
fourth  standard  parallel;  the  west  boundary 
of  T.  9«  and  the  west  and  north  boundaries  of 
T.  10,  all  of  R  28;  the  west  and  north  bound- 
aries and  subdivision  and  meander  lines  of 
Ts.  18  and  14,  Rs.  80  and  81,  and  the  east, 
west,  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivision 
and  meander  lines  of  T.  15,  R.  30— all  north  of 
the  Black  HiUs  base  line  and  east  of  the  Black 
HiUs  meridian.  South  Dakota:  Provided^  hoto- 
ever,  That  surveys  shall  be  confined  to  the 
Cheyenne  River  Indian  Reservation;  and. 
Provided  further.  That  surveys  shall  not  be 
made  under  this  agreement  in  excess  of  $4,900 
without  permission  therefor  having  been  first 
obtained. 

The  fourth  standard  parallel  (south  boundary 
of  T.  17)  through  Rs.  aOandSl;  theeast  bound- 
aries of  Ts.  13, 14, 15,  and  16,  Rs.  25,  26,  and  27, 
and  of  T.  16,  Rs.  29  and  80;  the  north  bound- 
aries of  Ts.  13, 14,  and  15.  Rs.  25,  26,  27,  28, 
and  29,  and  of  T.  15,  R.  31,  and  the  subdivision 
and  meander  lines  of  T.  15,  R.  31,  and  of  T.  16, 
Rs.  27. 28,  29, 30,  and  31-aU  north  of  the  Black 
Hills  base  line  and  east  of  the  Black  Hills 
meridian,  South  Dakota:  Provided^  however, 
That  surveys  shall  be  confined  to  the  Chey- 
enne River  Indian  Reservation:  and.  Pro- 
vided further^  That  surveys  shall  not  be  made 
under  this  agreement  in  excess  of  |4,900  with- 
out permission  therefor  having  been  first 
obtamed. 


Estimated 
cost. 


4,900 


4,900 


B. — Statement  showing  contracts  entered  into  on  account  of  appropriation  of 
$20,000  for  surveying  and  allotting  Indian  reservations,  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1897, 


No, 

Date. 

Deputy. 

Character  and  location  of  work. 

Estimated 
cost. 

126 

Aug.  20, 1896 

Charles  H.  Bates.... 

The  west  boundaries  of  Ts.  35  and  36  N. ;  the 
north  boundaries  of  Ts.  35  and  37  N. ;  and 
the  subdivision  and  meander  lines  of  Ts. 
35,  36,  37,  and  38  N.,  all  in  R.  33  west  of  the 
sixth  principal  meridian:  Provided,  That 
surveys  are  to  be  confined  to  the  Pine 
Ridge  Indian  Reservation,  S.  Dak.:  Pro- 
vided further.  That  surveys  shal)  not  be 
made  under  this  agreement  in  excess  of 
MOO  without  permission  therefor  having 
been  first  obtained. 
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G. — Statement  showing  contraets  entered  into  on  {usoouni  43f  the  apportionment  of 
$16,000  for  reaurveye  per  act  of  June  11, 1896,  making  appropriation  for  eurvey- 
ing  the  publie  lands  1896-97. 


Na 

Date. 

Depatj. 

Character  and  location  of  work. 

cost. 

(o) 

Apr.  «,iar/ 

Frederick  W.  Petti- 
grew. 

ProTidinK  for  resnryeys  of  the  fifth  prlncl- 

on  the  left  hank  of  the  Miasonri  River,  to 

surreys  on  the  right  bank,  to  be  executed 
under  his  contract  No.  UM,  dated  April  6l 

Providing  for  resurveyiB  of  the  fifth  princi- 
pal meridian,  surveys  of  the  public  lands 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missouri  River,  to 
be  connected  with  the  Black  Hills  merid- 
ian survevs  on  the  right  bank,  to  be  exe 
cuted  under  his  contract  No.  129,  dated 
April «,  1807. 

(a) 

do 

Charles  H.  Bates 

100 

a  Special  instmctions. 


SEPOBT  OF  THE  STJEVETOBrOEVEEAL  OF  UTAH. 


Office  of  United  States  Survetob-Gbneral, 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Jtdy  S,  1897. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  E,  dated  April  28, 1897, 1  havethe  honor  to 
SQbmit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  my  annual  report  of  surveying  operations  in  the 
district  of  Utah  for  the  fiscal  y^  ending  June  80, 1897. 

During  the  year  the  survey  of  85  townsnips,  aggregating  1,548  miles,  57  chains,. 
26  links  of  line,  have  been  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office  for  his  action,  and  161  township  plats  have  been  made. 

In  the  mineral  department  218  original  surveys,  containing  551  locations,  22 
amended  surveys,  and  1  town  site  (Eureka),  have  been  approved,  and  949  plats 
made. 

Full  information  as  to  the  surveying  operations  is  embodied  in  the  following 
tabular  statements,  of  which  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E  pertain  to  the  department  of  pub- 
lic land  surveys,  F,  G,  and  H  to  the  mineral  department,  and  I  to  the  accounting 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

George  W.  Snow, 
United  States  Surveyor-Oenerai, 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C 


A. — Statement  showing  outstanding  contracts  for  public  land  surveys  not  disposed 
of  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897, 


No. 

Date 

1988. 

191a 

Mar.   2 

195a 

Jnly  14 

»la 

Mar.  19 

V&a 

June  6 

iOib 

Dec.  27 

2M6 

Dec.  ao 

1806. 

906  f' 

Jan.    4 

9076 

Feb.    5 

Name  of  deputy. 


William  Lewman . . . 
Robert  Qorllnski . . . . 

Robert  E.  Lee  Collier 
Washington  Jenkins 
Andrew  J.  Stewart, 

jr. 
Andrew  P.  Hanson.. 

John  T.  Breckon 

Aogostos  D.  Ferron. 


Total. 


Fund  payable  from— 


Regular  appropriation,  approved  Ang.  13, 1802. 
Repayments  by  the  Union  jPaciflc  Railway  Co. 

Regular  appropriation,  approved  Ansr.  18, 1804 
Repavmento  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
Regular  appropriation,  approved  Mar.  2, 1896. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


a  Returns  all  filed;  oflice  examination  in 
progress. 


b  Field  work  in  progress;  no  returns  filed. 
c  Field  work  not  begun. 

427 


428  REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  OP  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 

B. — Statement  shotmng  contract  8  aivarded  during  thefiscalyear  ending  June  30^  18d7» 


No. 

Date. 

Name  of  deputy. 

LiablUty. 

Fund  payuble  from — 

208 

209 

sno 

1896. 
Oct.  20 

Dec.  26 
Oct.  20 
Oct.     7 
Oct.  15 

1897. 
Jnne 17 

John  T.  Breckon  and  Homer  Mc- 

CSarty. 
Hubert  D.  Page  and  Geo.  C.  Swan. 
Henry  Pit3?hnflrh ..,,,.           

$5,000.00 
3,600.00 

8,aoo.oo 

4,200.00 
4,000.00 

4,869.17 

BeoulAr    appropriation  approved 

Do. 
Do. 

211 

Alfred  B.  Lewis 

Do. 

212 
218 

WasMngrton  Jenkins  and  Joseph 
A.  West. 

Samuel  E.  Reaugh.  William  F. 
Bhelton,  and  Charles  Tappan. 

Total 

Do. 

Repayments  made  by  the  Union 
Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 

24,869.17 

Location  of  territory  embraced  within  the  above  cx)ntracts. 


f 


Location. 


206 


200 


210 


211 


212 


213 


The  sixth  standard  parallel  south  through  Ra.  2  and  2^  W.;  west  and  north  boundaries  and 
subdivisions  T.  30  S. ,  R-  2  W. ;  west  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  29  B.,  R.  2  W ; 
west  and  north  boundaries  T.  28  8.,  R.l  W.:  west  and  north  boundaries  uid  subdiviaiottB 
T.  27  S. ,  R.  1 W. :  west  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  26  S. ,  R.  1 W. ;  the  west  and  north  boun- 
daries and  subdivisions  T.  28  8. ,  R-  2  W. ;  west  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  27  S., 
R.  2  W. ;  west  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  26  8. ,  R.  2  W. ;  east  and  north  boundaries  and 
subdivisions  T.  30  S.,  R.  3  W.:  north  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  30  S.,  R.  2i  W.:  north, 
east,  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  29  8..  R.  3  W.;  north  boundary  and  subdl- 
visions  T.  29  8.,  R.  2|  W.;  east  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  28  S.,  R.  3  W.; 
north  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  28  8.,  R.  tk  W. ;  north  boundary  and  subdivisions  T. 
27  8.,  R.  2i  W..  and  the  subdivisions  T.  26  8.,  R.  3  W.,  of  the  Salt  Lake  base  and  meridian, 
Utah. 

The  fifth  standard  parallel  south  through  Rs.  2  and  3  W.;  west  boundary  and  subdivisions 
T.  25  8.,  R.  1  W.;  west  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.25  8.,  R.  2  W.;  subdivi- 
sions T.  25  8.,  R.  3  W.:  east  boundary  and  subdivision  T.  24  8.,  R.  2  W^  north  boundary 
and  subdivisions  T.24  8.,  R.  1  W.;  north  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.28  8.,  R.  1  W.;  sub- 
divisions T.  22  8.,  R.  1 W.;  subdivisions  T.  29  8.,  R.  7  W.;  east  and  north  boundaries  and 
subdivisions  T.  29 8.,  R.  6  W. ;  east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  28  8.,  R-  6  W.; 
south  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  22  8.,  R.  4  W. ;  west  boundary  and  subdivisiops  T.  238., 
R.  4  W. ;  south  and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  28  8.,  R.  o  W. ;  south  boundary  and 
subdivisions  T.  23  8.,  R. 4i  W.,  and  the  subdivisions  T.  24  8.,  R. 4i  W.,  of  the  8alt  Lake  base 
and  meridian,  Utah. 

The  south,  east,  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  7  8.,  R.  4  E.;  east  and  north 
boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  17  8.,  R.  4  E.;  east  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions 
T.  16  8., R.  4  E. ;  subdivisions T.  16 B. ,  R.  8 E. ;  north  boundaryand  subdivisions T.  £3 8  , R 
2  E.;  subdivisions  T.  23  8.,  R.  2  E. ;  subdivisions  T.  24  8.,  R.  8E. ;  Houth  and  north  bounda- 
ries and  subdivisions  T.  24  8.,  R.  4  E. ;  east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  23  8., 
R.  4  E.,  and  the  east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  22  8.,  R.  4  E.  of  the  Salt 
Lake  base  and  meridian.  Utah. 

The  south,  west,  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  42  8.,  R.  0  W.;  seventh  standard 
parallel  south  through  Rs.  2, 3.  and  4i  W. ;  south  and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T. 
36  8.,  R.  3  W.;  south  and  east  oonndaries  and  subdivisions  T.  36  8.,  R.  2  W.;  east,  south, 
and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  37  8.,  R.  2  W.;  east,  south,  and  west  boundaries 
and  subdivisions  T.  38  S.,  R.  2  W.;  south  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  36  8., 
R.  4  W.;  east  boundary  ana  subdivisions  T.  36  8.,  R.  5  W.:  south  boundary  and  subdivi- 
sions T.  36  8.,  R.  4^  W. ;  subdivisions  T.  37  S.,  R.  5  W. ;  subdivisions  T.  36  8.,  Rs.  6  and  7  W. ; 
subdivisions  T.  37  8.,  R.  7  W.,  and  the  south  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  39 
8.,  R.  8  W.,  of  the  Bsut  Lake  base  and  meridian,  Utah. 

The  south  and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  36  8.,  R.  9  W.;  south  boundary  and  sub- 
divisions T.  36  B.,  R.  8  W.;  west  boundary  and  subdivisions  T  37  8.,  R.  8  W.;  subdivisions 
T.  37  S.,  R.  9  W.;  eighth  standard  parallel  south  through  R.  13  west;  east  boundary  and 
subdivisions  T.  41  8..  R.  13  W.;  south  and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  42  8.,  R.  13 
W. ;  Pine  Valley  guide  meridian  T.  43 B.  between  Rs.  16  and  16  W. ;  south  and  east  bounda- 
ries, subdivisions,  and  meanders  T.  43  B.,  R.  15  W.,  and  the  north,  west,  uid  south  boun- 
daries, subdivisions,  and  meander  of  T.  43  B.,  R.  16  W.,  of  the  Salt  Lake  base  and  meridian, 
Utah. 

The  subdivisions  T.  1  8.,  R.  5  E.;  the  south  and  east  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  1  8.,  R. 
6  E;  the  west  boundary  and  subdivisions T.  1  N.,  R.  6  E.;  the  subdivisions  T.  1  N.,  R.  5  E: 
the  sulidi visions  T.  2  N.,  R.  5  E.;  the  subdivisions  T.3  N.,  R.  7  E.;  the  north  boundary  and 
subdivisions  T.  3  N.,  R.  6  E. :  the  first  standard  parallel  north  through  R.  5  E.  and  the  sub- 
divisions T.  4  N.,  R.  5  E.',  the  first  gr^ide  meridian  east  T.  5  N.  between  Rs.  4  and  5  E.  and 
the  east  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  5  N.,  R  5  E.;  the  first  ^ide  meridian 
east  T.  6  N.  between  Rs.  4  and  5  east  and  the  north  boundary  and  subdivisiona  T.  6  N.,  R. 
5  E. ;  the  west  and  north  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  5  N.,  R.  4  E.;  the  west  and  north 
boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  6  N,  R.  4  E.;  the  north  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  5  N., 
R.  3  E.;  the  north  and  west  boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  6  N.,  R.  3  E.,  and  the  subdivi- 
sions T.  6  N.,  R.  2  E.,  of  the  Salt  Lake  base  and  meridian,  Utah. 


SURVEYOR-GENERAL  OF  UTAH. 
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C. — statement  showing  contracts  for  public-land  surveys  examined  and  approved 
by  the  surveyor -general  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897, 


No. 


172 


in 


201 


202 


205 


Contract. 


Data. 


Awarded  June  17,  ISBO.  to  Ed- 
ward W.  Koeber:  balance  of 
liability  (part  of  contract  hav- 
ingp  been  completed  and  paid), 
|3».17;  approved  by  survey- 
or-general Dec.  29,  1S9B;  ac- 
count, SS85. 17. 

Awarded  Mar.  2.  1803,  to  Wil- 
liam Lewman;  liability,  |2,558; 
approved   by   surveyor-gen- 
eral   Nov.   4,  1886;    account, 
$2,553. 


Awarded  Mar.  12, 1895,  to  Rob- 
ert E.  Lee  Collier;  liability, 
83,500;  approved  by  surveyor- 
general  Sept.  22, 1896;  account, 
13,233.70. 


Awarded  Jnne  6, 1885,  to  Wash- 
ington Jenkins;  liability,  $350; 
approved  by  surveyor-general 
July  28. 1896;  account,  ^.24. 

Awarded  Jan.  4, 1896,  to  John  T. 
Breckon;  liability,  $3,000;  ad- 
ditional liability,  $150;  ap- 
proved by  surveyor-general 
Mar.  27, 1897;  account,  ^150. 


Total. 


Extent  of  survey. 


Location. 


Town- 
ship. 


148. 
15  8. 


34  8. 
;J5  8. 

35  8. 
35  8. 

35  8. 

36  8. 
38  8. 
17  8. 
17  8. 
17  8. 
19  8. 

19  8. 
208. 

20  8. 
208. 
218. 
218. 
25  8. 

37  8. 

38  8. 
408. 

4N. 


22  8. 
22  8. 

22  8. 
238. 

23  8. 

24  8. 

24  8. 

25  8. 

26  8. 

27  8. 
27  8. 


Range. 


2E. 
2E. 


1  W. 
IE. 
2E. 
3E. 
4E. 
IE. 
9W. 
18  W. 

low. 

20  W. 
18  W. 
20  W. 

18  W. 

19  W. 

20  8. 
18  W. 
20  W. 

8W. 
7W. 

low. 

7W. 
4E. 


2W. 

2*W. 

3W. 

2W. 

3W. 

3W. 

4W. 

4W. 

4W. 

3W. 

4  W. 


Mileage. 


31    49    24 
36    22     8 


5 
50 
43 
75 


56 

56 
73 
14 
65 
20 
20 
2 
55 
58 
83 


78    88 

77 


11 
29      1 

62  2  15 
61  0  46 
43  41  69 
38    78  63 

78  19  46 
72  37  88 
66    21  25 

8  16  26 
3»}    66  59 

9  4  64 
60    34  78 

79  61  4 
3    53  77 

63  73  19 
57  18 

1  0 

1  34 

9  34 

20    63  15 

47    59  84 


31  47 
15  90 
60  58 
67  4 

32  60 
14  60 
52  6 
45  10 
40  12 
55  16 
67  12 


1.543    57    26 


Acreage. 


Agricul- 
tural 


5,980.71 
6,272.03 


6, 

11, 
15, 

8, 
7. 

23, 
•^, 

2. 
12, 

2, 
20, 

23, 

2, 

17, 

2, 

U, 

18, 

22, 

4. 

15, 


280. 
840. 
029. 
163. 
127. 

QQi. 

336. 

i:*). 

128. 
940. 
255. 
340, 
788. 
275. 
625. 
749. 
089. 
261. 
304. 
188. 
359. 


00 
88 
00 
07 
63 
07 
71 
?2 
98 
20 
01 
27 
80 
99 
98 
81 
45 
00 
32 
96 
51 


16,494.89 

13,627.79 

23,037.99 

4,479.84 

18,008.64 

.5.759.07 

7,741.78 

798.40 

13,687.28 

15,402.33 

19,?20.76 


420, 223.  ?2 


Mineral. 


CoaL 


:i20.00 
163.65 


3.360.00 


1,920.00 


8,266.74 


5,186.74 


3,»I3.65 


Total  liability 

Total  approved  account 


Total  acres  for  this  year 

Total  acres  for  previous  years 14,712,568.15 

Less  contract  Wo.  172,  previously  returned 11,736.29 


$9,938.17 
9,666.11 

429,254.11 


4,700,831.86 


Total  acres  up  to  June  30, 1897 15,130,085.97 

Fund  from  which  the  almve  contracts  are  payable. 


Contract 
No. 


Payable  from- 


172 
191 
201 
202 
:ft)5 


Regular  appropriation,  approved  March  2, 1889. 
Regular  appropriation,  approved  August  13, 1892. 
Regular  appropriation,  approved  August  18, 1894. 
Repayments  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Regular  appropriation,  approved  March  2, 1895. 
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D. — Statement  showing  contracts  for  pubUc-land  surveys  accepted  and  apprond 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  during  the  fiscal  fear  ai^ 
June  SO,  1897, 


Contract. 

Extent  of  surrey. 

Data. 

Location. 

Mfleage. 

Acrease. 

No. 

Town- 
ship. 

Ranga 

turaL 

OasL 

187 

Awarded  Jnne  80, 1802,  to  Adolphe  Jes- 
sen  and  Aogastas  D.  Ferron;  ac- 
cepted   by  -Commlflaioner  Gtoneral 
Land  Office  Sept.  16,  1806;  account, 
$2,000. 

Awarded  Feb.  9,  1808,  to  Robert  Gk>r- 
llnski;   accepted  by  GommlBBioner 
General  Land  Office  Dec  10,  1896; 
account,  $200.30;   adjusted  account, 
$198.29. 

Awarded  Mar.  2, 1806,  to  William  Lew- 
man;    accepted    by    Commisaioner 
General  Land  Office  Jan.  11,  1897; 
account,  $2,563. 

Awarded  Mar.  4,  1896,  to  Andrew  P. 
Hanson;  accepted  by  Commissioner 
General  Land  Office  Jan.  11, 1897;  ac- 
count, $3,958.82. 

Awarded  Mar.  8,  1886,  to  Henry  Fits- 
hugh   and   Nicholas  Fitzhuarh:   ac- 
cent4Ml    by   (V>mmiAtiioner    (yeneral 

12  8. 
138. 

17  8. 

25  8. 

26  8. 
26  8. 
20  8. 
29  8. 

29  8. 

30  8. 
30  8. 
30  8. 

3N. 
3N. 
8N. 

84  8. 

85  8. 
85  8. 
858. 
85  8. 

36  8. 
88  8. 
24  8. 

24  8. 

25  8. 
25  8. 
258. 

25  8. 
268. 

26  8. 

27  8. 
27  8. 

6  8. 

7  8. 
10  8. 
12  8.^ 

12  8. 

18  8. 

13  8. 
17  8. 
17  8. 
17  8. 
10  8. 

19  8. 

20  8. 
20  8. 
20  8. 
218. 
218. 
85  8. 

37  8. 
88  8. 
40  8. 

4N. 

6E. 
5E. 
6E. 
4E. 
4E. 
5E. 
5E. 
6E. 
7E. 
5E. 
6E. 
7E, 
8E. 
9E. 
10  E. 

IW. 
IE. 
2E. 
3E. 
4E. 
IE. 
9W. 
IE. 
2E. 
IE. 
2K 
.    3K 
5E. 
2E. 
8E. 
2E. 
3E. 
3E. 
8E. 
4E. 
IE. 
3E. 
2E. 
8E. 

18  W. 

19  W. 

20  W. 
18  W. 
20  W. 

18  W. 

19  W. 

20  W. 
18  W. 
20  W. 

8W. 
7W. 

low. 

7W. 
4E. 

9 
26 
14 
24 
42 
43 
18 
24 
11 

9 
19 
25 
12 

8 
10 

11 
29 
62 
61 
43 
88 
78 
47 
72 
68 
61 
66 
20 
87 
66 
57 
43 
85 
41 
18 
13 
72 
17 
66 
78 
66 

8 
36 

9 
60 
79 

3 
63 

5 
60 
43 
75 
20 
47 

C.    L. 

76  66 
42    74 

40  66 
02    12 
81    19 
58    19 
17    20 

42  57 
00    80 

68  42 
79  J87 
79    82 
47    79 
81    78 

00  33 

78   88 

01  77 
08   15 

00  46 

41  69 

78  63 
19    46 
85   68 
08    68 

08  04 

79  80 
66    51 
23    U2 

77  19 
54    10 
26   88 
72    16 
26   25 
45    96 

69  73 

01  86 
66    18 

43  20 
51    86 
37    88 
21    25 
16    26 
66    69 
04    64 
84    78 
61    04 

68  77 

78  19 
57    18 
01   00 
01    34 

09  34 
63    15 

69  84 

2.686.64 
7,844.00 
2.080.00 
6.720100 
11,526.96 
10,861.60 
5,214.73 
6,210.00 

MJO.OO 
3,706.80 

960.76 
4,157.20 
2,206.40 
2. 108.  SO 
2,062.78 

Lmoe 

180 

191 

•  ---••—- 

5,280.00 
11,840.88 
15,089.00 
8,163.07 
7,127.63 
22,994.07 
15.214.88 
22,742.88 
15.887  94 

"iiM 



196 

19,845.78 
22,738.46 

6,077.89 
14,507.99 
22,689.69 
18,778.75 
12,567.99 
11,295.10 
13,289.15 

2,40L60 

3,200.70 
23,269.84 

4,733.44 
23,158.63 
23,336.71 
23,130.72 

2,128.98 
12,940.20 

2,255.01 
20,340.27 
23,788.80 

2,275.99 
17,825.98 

2,749.81 
14,089.45 
18,261.00 
22,304.32 

4,189.96 
15,369.51 

a  ••-• 

200 

Liuid  Office  Dec.  15,   1896;  account, 
$2,015.07. 

Awarded  Mar.  2, 1895,  to  Robert  E.  Lee 
Collier;   accepted  by  Commissioner 
Genera]  Land  Office  Mar.  11, 1897;  ac- 
count, $8,223. 7a 

Awarded  Jun<^  6.  ltW>,  to  Washinirton 

201 

* • •"•• 

202 

Jenkins;  accepted  by  Commissioner 
General  Land  Office  Dec  16, 1806;  ac- 
count, $334.24. 
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£. — Statement  showing  contracts  for  piMic  land  surveys  outstanding  or  undisposed 

of  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO^  1897, 


Na 

Date. 

V» 

1887. 
Kar.   8 

195 

180a 
JnlyU 

208 

1806. 
Dec.  27 

2M 

Dec.  80 

207 

1896. 
Feb.    5 

208 

Oct.  20 

200 

Dec.  26 

210 

Oct.  20 

211 

Oct.    7 

212 

Oct  15 

218 

1897. 
June  17 

Name  of  deputy. 


Edwavd  W.  Koeber 


Robert  Gtorlinski. 


Andrew  J.  Stewart  Jr. 
Andrew  P.Hanaon  .. 

Aognstus  D.  Ferron. 

John  T.Breckon  and 
Homer  McCarty. 

Habert  D.  Page  and 

Oeorge  C.  Swan. 
Henry  Fitzhogh 


Alfred  B.  Lewis. 


Washington  Jenkins 
and  Joseph  A.  West 

Samael  E.  Beaogh, 
Wm.  F.  Shelton, 
and  Chas.  Tappan. 

Total 


Liability. 


$686.25 


1.348.00 


8,000.00 
4,200.00 

3,000.00 
6,000.00 

8,600.00 
3,800.00 
4,200.00 
4,000.00 

4,860.17 


Fund  payable  f rom— 


Appropriation  for  snr- 
vey  of  appraised  and 
reunqoished  mili- 
tary reeenrationB.  ap- 
proved Mar.  3, 1885. 

Repayments  made  by 
tne  Union  Pkciflc 
R.  R.  Ck>. 


87,048.42 


Regnlar  appropriation 
approrea  Mar.  2, 1895. 

....do , 

Regnlar  aimropriation, 
approyed    June    11, 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Repayments  made  by 
the  Union  Pacific 
R.R.CO. 


Remarks. 


First  survey  made  by 
deputy  rejected  and 
new  survey  ordered, 
field  work  of  which 
is  not  begun. 

Field  work  completed, 
Iilats  and  notes  filed, 
office  examination 
made.  Approval  de- 
layed awuting  result 
oi  certain  retrace- 
ments  now  being 
made  by  deputy. 

Field  work  in  progress, 

no  returns  filed. 
Field  work  completed, 

Slats  and  notes  partly 
led  and  exammed. 

Field  work  in  nnwress, 
no  returns  flledT 
Do. 


Do. 

Field  work  not  yet  be- 
gun. 

Field  work  in  progress, 
no  returns  filed. 
Do. 


Contract  not  yet  ap- 
proved by  Commis- 
sioner. 


Y , -^Statement  showing  orders  for  mineral  surveys  outstanding  Jvly  i,  1896;  new 
orders  issued^  surveys  filed^  and  orders  canceled  daring  the  year  ending  June  SO^ 
1897;  and  the  number  of  orders  for  mineral  surveys  outstanding  in  the  district  of 
Utah  at  the  dose  of  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 


Classiflcation  and  description. 


Original  orders  f ov  survey 

Mineral  claims  included  in  the  fore 
going,  viz: 

Lode  locations 

Placer  locations 

Mill  sites 

Orders  for  amended  surveys 

Orders  for  town  site 


Out- 
standing 
at  begin- 
ning of 

year 

1886). 

Orders 

issued 

during 

year. 

Total  to 
be  ac- 
counted 
for. 

Returns 
filed  dur- 
ing year. 

Orders 

canceled 

during 

year. 

66 

160 
0 
0 

4 
1 

186 

861 
27 

2 
24 

0 

260 

511 

27 

2 

28 

1 

196 

428 

28 

2 

24 

1 

10 

20 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Out- 
standing 
June  80, 

1807. 


42 


4 
0 
4 
0 
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G.^Statement  showing  mineral  surveys  an  file  on  July  1,  1896;  9urvemfkd  tad 
surveys  disposed  of  during  the  year  ending  June  SO^  1897;  and  the  number  (^ 
surveys  remaining  on  Jumd  in  the  office  of  the  eurveyor-general  of  Utah  <rf  tkt 
close  of  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1897 * 


Claasiflcmtion  and  description. 


On  hand 


Namber  of  original  surveys 

Mineral  claims  incladed  m  the  fore- 
going, viz: 

Lode  locations 

Placer  locations 

Mill  sites 

Amended  surveys 

Additional  notes 

Town  site 


4Z 


136 
3 
0 
6 
0 
0 


Reoeived 

during 
the  year. 


Total 
tobeac- 
coanted 

for. 


IHspofledof 
dnring  the  year. 


proved. 


19B 


428 

23 

2 

20 

5 

1 


210 

218 

664 

524 

26 

as 

2 

1 

25 

22 

5 

5 

1 

1 

With- 
drawn. 


1 
0 
I 
2 

0 
0 


mgoD 

hand 

Jvaeai, 


m 

0 
0 

1 

0 

a 


B..— Statement  sliowing  connected  district  plats  draum  on  uniform^sized  sheets,  SObg 

^4  inches,  on  a  scale  of  ^OO  feet  to  an  inch. 


Name  of  district. 


Big  Ck>ttonwood. 

Bradsbaw 

Camp  Floyd 

Coyote, 


Carbonate 

Castle  Peak 

Dugway 

Fish  Springs 

Gold  Mountain 

Iron  Springs 

Little  Cottonwood. 
Lincoln 


Number 
of  sheets 
onlumd 


Number 
of  sheets 
made  dur- 
ing year 
endiiiff 
Jane  30, 
1807. 


Mount  Baldy... 

Newton 

Pruess 

Pinto  Iron 

Paradise 

Rush  Valley.... 

Snake  Creek 

San  Francisco.. 

Silver  Lake 

Tin  tic 

Uintah 

Unorganized  .. 
West  Mountain . 
Willard 


Total. 


11 


8 
1 
6 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 


1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
11 
4 
2 
9 
1 


iS 


Number 

of  sheet! 

on  hand 

June  30, 

M7. 


S 

1 
0 


u 


88 


Statement  of  deputy  mineral  surveyors. 

Active  depnides  in  good  standing 56 

Commissions  renewed  during  fiscal  year 1 

New  depuUes  commissioned  daring  fiscal  year 18 
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I. — Statement  showing  funds  at  the  disposal  of  and  disbursements  made  by  the 
United  States  surveyor-general  for  Utah  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO^  1897, 


Fund  payable  from— 

Available 

Increase 

during 

year. 

Total  to 
be  ac- 
counted 
for. 

Dis- 
bursed 
during 
year. 

Lapsed 
into 

Treas- 
ury 

Avail- 
able for 
next 
year. 

Appropriation  for  salaries 

tt,000.00 
11,186,87 

5,722.81 

117.36 

$6,000.00 
23,000.37 

6,722.81 

668.24 

$5,963.28 
all,549.16 

$36.72 

Depoefls  by  individuals  (mining).. 
Deposits  by  indiridnals  (Central 
Pacific  Railroad  work) 

$11,828.00 

$11,460.21 

6,722.81 

Deposits  by    individuals   (Union 
radflc  BailnMid  work) 

465.88 

583.24 

Total  account,  salaries 

CointiT»R«nt  exnensee , 

28,026.54 
1,200.00 

12,288.88 

35,315.42 
1,200.00 

17,512.44 
1,188.83 

36.72 
11.17 

J7,766.26 

a  This  includes  amount  returned  on  account  of  Eureka  town  site,  per  certificate  No.  941, 
deposited  June  27, 1896,  by  C.  W.  Clark. 

6546 28 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  STJBVETO&^EVERAL   OP  WASHUKflUI. 


Office  of  United  States  Sukvkyor-Gekeral, 

(Htpnpia,  Wash.,  July  11,  m7. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  yonr  circular  letter  E  dated  April  23, 1897, 1  hAvetiie 
honor  to  transmit  herewith,  in  duplicate,  the  annual  report  of  this  office  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1897.    Tabular  statements  are  submitted  as  follows: 

A.  Statement  snowing  condition  of  contracts  not  closed  at  date  of  last  annul 
report, 

B.  Contracts  x)ayable  from  the  apportionment  of  $40,000  to  the  State  of  Wi^ 
ington  of  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  for  tbe  fiscal  jev 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

C.  Contracts  payable  from  deposits  made  by  the  State  of  Washington  under  the 
provisions  of  the  sundry  civil  bill  of  the  Fifty-third  Congress,  approved  Angast 
18. 1894. 

D.  Sundry  contracts  awarded  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

E.  Surveys  accepted  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1897. 

F.  Statements  showing  receipts  and  ezx>enditures  daring  the  past  fiscal  jar. 
(1 )  Salaries;  (2)  contingent  expenses;  (3)  salaries  on  account  of  office  work,  specul 
deposits  by  individuals;  (4)  salaries  on  account  of  office  work  on  returns  of  snrven 
in  the  ceded  part  of  the  Colville  Reservation. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  actual  number  of  miles  run  and  acres  sor- 
veye<l  during  the  past  fiscal  year: 


Standard  Unee. 
Township  lines 
Section  lines. .. 
Connections ... 
Meander  lines.. 

Total 

Acres 


MOet.  Cks.  at 

54  47      4 

355  SS 

1,409  36 

3  54 

171  48 


5 

i 


1.9SS      13     9 


530,  SITS 


Surveys  accepted  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Measorsmanti 

QfAvi()a,r(1  lines                     . ....................................................... 

Miles.  CkL  JM 

»      TV     M 

Ton^nsliiT)  lines          _.■             ............. ---., - ..... ........_._. 

330      «     S 

Soction  lines                                ... ..... . 

1,741      fl     • 

MMkndppliiif^A                                .................  .••....••.•  .••.••....*•. -*-.--..- 

278      S     S 

CJnnnecfcixifiP  line>fi  .                                 -   -       - 

19    76    n 

Total 

2,410      43     M 

AOPPR                                            -                - -•- ---,---••-. 

646.  Ml6 

Aggregate  number  of  miles  run  and  acres  surveyed  prior  to  July  7,  JS96y  the  retvni» 
of  which  are  now  pending  before  this  office  and  the  Oeneral  Land  Office, 


Standard  lines 

Township  lines 

Section  lines 

Meander  lines 

Reservation  bonndary  lines 
Connecting  lines 

Total  

Acres 


79      89     » 


274 

1,694 

109      44 

39       U 

8       64 


78     » 


8ft 

61 


2,206       48     0 


m,M.u 
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The  following  is  the  amount  of  work  done  by  the  drafting  department: 

TowTiship  plats  7nade. 

PabUc  lands 137 

In  ceded  reservation 21 

Indian  reservations 2 

Mineral  plats 46 

Miscellaneons  plats  and  bine  prints _ 406 

Plats  of  part  of  Yakima  Reservation  boundary 3 

615 

The  following  work  has  been  done  in  the  transcribing  department  during  the 
past  fiscal  year: 

Pages  field  notes  transcribed * 3, 793 

Letters  to  General  Land  OflBice  copied  in  record  book, 1, 641 

Description  lists  of  townships  for  nse  of  local  land  ofQces 30 

The  following  is  a  list  of  letters  written  during  the  past  fiscal  year: 

To  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 563 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 6 

To  deputy  surveyors 643 

To  deputy  mineral  surveyors 105 

To  miscellaneous  persons _ 703 

To  mineral  claimants 116 

Orders  for  survey  of  mining  claims _  16 

Total 2,152 

The  following  letters  were  received: 

From  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 441 

From  the  Treasury  Department 6 

From  the  Interior  Department 5 

From  deputy  surveyors _ 568 

From  miscetUmeous  x)er8ons 583 

Proposals  toezecute  Government  surveys 66 

Total _.. 1,669 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  17  contracts  have  been  awarded  and  3  special  instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  in  this  State,  creating  a 
liability  of  $38,421.  The  total  apportionment  made  to  this  district  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1897, 
was  $40,000,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $1,579,  which  was  caused  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  not  apppoving  the  recommendation  of  this  office  for  the 
survey  of  T.  34  N.,  R.  22  E.,  and  T.  13  N.,  R.  9  E.,  situate  in  the  Washington  and 
the  Mount  Rainier  forest  reserves,  respectively,  which  were  set  aside  by  Executive 
orders  of  February  22, 1897. 

Five  contracts  under  special  instructions  have  been  entered  into  for  resurveys, 
aggregating  $777,  payable  from  the  apportionment  of  $15,000  for  resurveys  per  act 
ofCongress  approved  June  11,  1896,  making  an  appropriation  for  surveying  the 
public  lands  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897. 

Six  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  survey  of  seven  townships  applied  for 
by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Washington  under  the  provisions  of  the  sundry 
civil  bill  of  the  Fifty- third  Congress,  approved  August  18, 1894.  To  cover  the  cost 
the  State  deposited  $10,997  for  field  work  and  $735  for  office  work. 

The  governor  also  made  application  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Washington  for 
the  survey  of  Ts.  4  and  5  N.,  R.  5  E.,  11  N.,  R.  8  E.,  and  4  N.,  R.  6  E.,  and  depos- 
ited $6,469  for  field  and  $420  for  office  work.  These  townships,  however,  being 
situated  within  the  limits  of  forest  reservations,  referred  to  above,  the  recommen- 
dation that  surveys  be  made  of  same  was  not  concurred  in. 

Special  instructions,  under  date  of  December  1, 1896,  were  issued  to  Deputies 
Hammond  and  Fortman  for  the  survey  of  the  Hoh  Indian  Reservation  in  T.  26  N., 
Rs.  13  and  14  W.,  liability  $40,  payable  from  the  appropriation  for  surveying  and 
alloting  Indian  reservations,  1897. 

Under  date  of  January  7,  1897,  a  contract.  No.  521,  was  awarded  to  Edward  B. 
Dobbs  for  the  survey  of  a  part  of  T.  7  N.,  R.  44  E.,  liability  $480,  payable  from  a 
~  deposit  made  for  the  survey  of  this  township  in  1886. 
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The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  surveys  awarded  dnring  the  past  fiscal  yev: 

Regular  appropri  ation _ $38, 421 

Special  deposits  by  State  of  Washington 10,977 

Special  deposits  by  individuals ^ 480 

Indian  reservations 40 

Resurveys 777 

Total _ 50,«6 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  surveys  representing  646,969.63  acres  of  land  baTO 
been  accepted  at  a  total  cost  of  $45,015.62,  something  less  than  7  cents  per  acre. 

Of  this  total  acreage,  219,287.71  acres  is  situated  in  the  ceded  part  of  the  Col- 
ville  Reservation;  7,688.20  acres  in  the  Yakima  Indian  Reservation,  and  719.01 
acres  in  the  Osette  Indian  Reservation,  leaving  419,229.71  acres  of  the  public 
domain  thrown  open  for  entry;  the  ceded  part  of  the  Colville  Reservation  as  yet 
not  subject  to  entrv,  other  than  mineral  lands. 

The  surveys  under  contract  No.  406,  dated  January  2,  1893,  of  Deputy  A.  C. 
McDonald,  having  been  examined  a  second  time  by  a  special  examiner  and  found 
defective,  and  the  deputy  having  failed  to  correct  his  work,  special  instructions 
were  issued  under  date  of  July  20, 1896,  to  William  J.  Roberts,  upon  the  petition 
of  the  sureties  on  the  bond  under  McDonald's  contract  to  make  the  necessary  cor- 
rections, acting  in  the  cax>acity  of  compass  man.  The  returns  of  Mr.  Roberts's 
survey  are  now  before  the  G^eneral  Land  Office,  as  well  as  presumably  the  repent 
of  the  special  examiner  who  recently  inspected  his  survey. 

Deputy  William  E.  El  well,  who  had  been  directed  to  correct  the  'work  under  his 
contract  No.  415,  dated  May  23, 1893,  which  had  been  suspend^  for  errors  in  the 
field,  petitioned  that  the  execution  of  the  entire  contract  be  turned  over  to  Hr. 
C.  A.  Homan,  a  surveyor,  one  of  the  sureties  on  his  bond;  this  being  agreed  to  by 
the  other  surety,  special  instructions,  under  date  of  February  17, 1897,  were  issued 
to  him  to  carry  out  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  said  contract,  acting  in  tiie 
capacity  of  compass  man.    Deputy  Homan  is  now  in  the  field  making  the  surveys. 

The  execution  of  the  surveys  embraced  in  contract  No.  487,  dated  November  9, 
1895,  awarded  to  Deputy  Lucien  S.  Robe,  was  transferred  to  Deputy  James  C. 
Jeffery ,  as  compass  man,  upon  the  petition  of  sureties  on  bond  of  contract  No.  487 
and  the  agreement  of  Deputy  Robe.  Deputy  Jeffery  is  now  executing  tiie  surveys 
in  the  field. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  survejrs  embraced  in  contract  No.  425,  dated  June 
10, 1893,  of  Deputy  J.  T.  Roberts,  were  examined  for  the  second  time  by  a  special 
examiner,  and  the  surveys  again  found  erroneous.  The  deputy  requested  that 
another  examination  be  ordered,  which  request  was  granted  by  yon,  and  this  con- 
tract will  no  doubt  be  examined  for  the  third  time  during  this  fiscal  year. 

The  surveys  under  contract  No.  430,  embracing  T.  15  N.,  R.  6  W.,  surveyed  by 
Deputy  Isaac  M.  Galbraith,  acting  as  compass  man,  under  special  instructions, 
dated  April  16, 1895,  were  suspended  on  account  of  conflict  in  the  notes  as  filed  by 
the  deputy  and  the  report  of  the  special  examiner.  A  further  examination  will 
be  made  this  season. 

The  surveys  embraced  in  contracts  Nos.  431  and  452  of  Deputies  Albro  Gardner 
and  P.  E.  Thian,  respectively,  have  been  suspended  on  account  of  errors  in  field 
work,  and  orders  given  to  correct. 

In  contract  No.  450,  of  Deputy  Emory  J.  Hermans,  the  survey  of  T.  30  N..  R.  8  E., 
was  accepted,  and  that  of  T.  33  N.,  R.  7  E.,  suspended,  and  the  deputy  instructed 
to  correct  his  field  work.    This  is  now* being  done. 

The  surveys  of  Deputies  Rejmolds  and  Pomeroy,  contract  No.  468,  dated  April 
15, 1895,  in  t'he  ceded  part  of  the  Colville  Indian  Reservation,  were  examined  by  a 
special  examiner,  and  the  work  found  erroneous.  Instructions  were  issued  to  the 
deputies  to  correct  the  work  in  the  field.  Deputy  Pomeroy  has  recently  died,  and 
Deputy  Reynolds  is  at  present  residing  in  California.  It  is  understood  that  action 
will  be  taken  by  the  sureties  and  other  interested  parties  looking  toward  the 
appointment  of  a  compass  man  or  compass  men  to  correct  the  field  work  under 
tms  contract. 

I  herein  repeat  the  following  reconmiendations  embodied  in  some  former  reports: 

**  There  seems  no  way  whereby  the  sureties  on  bonds  of  deputy  surveyors  can  be 
compelled  to  carry  out  the  contract  upon  the  failure  of  the  deputy  to  do  so.  It 
seems  that  they  are  only  liable  for  fraudulent  surveys.  The  suggestion  is  respect- 
fully made  that  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  present  law  in  regard  to  the  lia- 
bflity  of  sureties  on  deputies'  lx)nds,  so  Jis  to  hold  them  liable  in  the  event  the  dep- 
uty fails  to  take  the  field  within  a  reasonable  time  or  to  make  no  returns  of  surveys 
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within  the  contract  time.  In  other  words,  they  should  be  held  resx)on8ible  to  the 
United  States  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  deputy's  part  of  the  contract  in 
every  particular."    *    ♦    * 

"The  suggestion  is  made  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  deputy  surveyoi-s  who 
first  put  the  public  lands  in  a  condition  to  be  disposed  of,  in  many  cases  at  great 
hardship  to  themselves  and  no  small  outlay  of  money  to  provide  the  necessary 
force,  provisions,  and  other  exi)enses  incidental,  means  be  provided  to  expedite  the 
acceptance  of  the  surveys  and  the  adjustment  of  their  accounts.  In  many  cases 
after  the  deputies  have  made  returns  of  their  field  notes,  months,  and  in  some  cases 
a  year,  elapse  before  an  examination  is  made  in  the  field  to  test  the  accuracy  of 
their  work.  In  almost  all  cases  the  deputy  surveyors  are  compelled  to  borrow 
money  to  carry  out  these  contracts,  and  the  long  delay  in  the  acceptance  of  their 
work  and  settlement  of  their  accounts  in  many  cases  results  in  even  a  pecuniary 
loss  on  their  contracts. 

**As  a  remedy  for  this,  I  would  make  the  suggestion  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  sur- 
veyor-general should  be  required  to  submit  to  the  General  Land  Office  at  the 
beginning  of  each  season  for  field  examinations  (such  season  in  this  State  extends 
from  about  May  1  to  November  1)  a  statement  of  townships  ready  and  those  which 
will  be  ready  for  examination  during  the  season,  the  location  of  the  same,  esti- 
mated cost  of  examination,  and  the  number  of  examiners  necessary. 

*  *  Upon  such  a  statement,  examiners  to  be  sent  to  the  different  surveying  districts, 
and  while  they  report  to  the  General  Land  Office  direct,  yet  their  movements  as  to 
details  of  the  examinations  be  left  to  the  surveyor-general,  for  the  reason  that  as 
he  resides  in  the  surveying  district,  he  naturally  is  better  informed  as  to  the  best 
means  of  getting  to  and  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  is  better  able  to 
direct  such  movements  than  orders  direct  from  the  General  Land  Office. 

"It  wo  aid  also  be  a  convenience  and  a  check  for  making  future  estimates  of  cost 
of  examinations  for  the  General  Land  Office  to  send  to  the  different  surveyors- 
general  the  actual  cost  of  each  contract  examined  in  his  district,  such  a  statement 
to  be  sent,  of  course,  after  the  accounts  of  the  examiners  have  been  adjusted. 

**  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  examiner  should  be 
filed  with  the  surveyor-general,  in  order  that  if  the  report  of  a  survey  shows  the 
field  work  to  be  so  defective  that  it  can  not  be  accepted  it  would  be  an  unnecessary 
expense  for  the  Government  to  plat  and  transcribe  the  notes  before  the  work  is 
corrected  by  the  deputy,  if  such  corrections  are  advisable.  If  such  an  examina- 
tion shows  the  survey  to  be  so  defective  that  a  new  survey  will  be  necessary,  the 
surveyor-general  could  then  either  at  once  order  the  deputy  to  make  a  new  survey 
or  else  reject  his  work." 

There  was  deposited  by  mineral  claimants  during  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sum 
of  $793  to  cover  the  cost  of  office  work  in  connection  with  the  survey  of  mining 
claims.  Daring  the  year  a  great  deal  of  prosx)ecting  has  been  done  in  the  moun- 
tains for  gold,  silver,  and  other  minerals,  and  thousands  of  locations  have  been 
made,  many  of  which  have  every  indication  of  proving  very  valuable.  The  out- 
look, therefore,  is  that  during  the  next  fiscal  year  the  deposits  made  for  office  work 
by  those  interested  in  mining  locations  will  greatly  exceed  the  amount  of  the  past 
year. 

The  following  additional  deputy  mineral  surveyors  have  been  commissioned 
since  my  last  annual  report: 


Name. 

Bond 
approved. 

Name. 

Bond 
approved. 

Prosper  E.  Thian SGT5t.ll.l896 

James  L.  McPherson 

May  14, 1897 
May  22, 1897 
May  29, 1897 
June  3, 1897 

IrviiiGr  Worthlnirton 

Oct.  24, 1896 
Dec.  12,  im\ 
Feb.  25, 1897 
Feb.  27, 1897 

Do. 
Mar.  3, 1897 

Richard  B.  Thomas 

Arthur  A.  Booth 

Frank  D.  Stanley 

Albert  O.  Mosier 

Walter  M.  Bosworth 

Edward  P.  Harrison 

ThoTTiiiR  M  H*MnmoTid,  jr 

Do. 

Arthur  B.  Clark 

Elmer  Lenf est .." 

June  12, 1897 

Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton 

Joseph  T.  Mitchell 

Do. 

Chester  H.  Keehl 

Mar.l9, 1897 

Robert  Robb 

June  19, 1807 

Louis  L.  Tower 

May  8,1897 
May  18, 1897 

Henry  Carr 

Do. 

John  C.  Ralston 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  p.  Watson, 
United  States  Surveyor-Oeneral,  Washington. 

The  Commissioner  op  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C. 
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A. — Statement  showing  condition  of  contracts 


Date. 

Deputy. 

Character  and  location  of 
work. 

Miles  surveyed. 

No. 

Stand- 
ard. 

Town- 
ship. 

Section. 

(a) 
890 

1885. 
Sept.  9 

1802. 
June  27 

....do... 

Jnne28 

Sept.  15 

1803. 
Jan.    2 

1896. 
July  20 

1888. 
May  15 

May  19 

...do... 

Oeorge  A.  Schwartz 

Edward  D.  Hooker.. 
William  B.  Maryo. - . 

Alexander  M.  Rey- 
noldB. 

Oeorsre  C.  Mills 

AdolphusC.  McDon- 
ald. 

William  J .  Roberts . . 

Oliver  B.  Iverson 

John  D.  Mclntjrre.-. 
do 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.21N.,R.10W. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.d6N.,R.24E:. 

Second  standard  parallel  N. 

through  R.  3  E;  exteriors 

and  subdivisions  Tps.  8and 

11  N..R.2E.;  T.  9N.,  R.8 

E.,  T.15N..B.4E. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions 

Tps.  14 and  16  N. .  Rs.  7and  8 

E:  T.16N..R.9E. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions 

T.  9  N.,  R.18  E..  InTakima 

M.C.L. 
6  73  94 

M.C.L. 
1184    6 

777  52 
38  15  26 

16  76  88 
2  18  75 

100    166 

M.C.L. 
60  70  80 

42  74  40 
28080   7 

4568    4 
2168  14 

807 
400 

6  78  75 

408 

28    996 
50  14    3 

400 

Indian  Reservation. 

That  portion  of  the  ceded 
part  of  the  Colville  Indian 
Reservation  lying  between 
Tps.  34  and  d!>  and  86  and  87, 
between  the  Okanogan  and 
Columbia  Rivers. 

Standard  line  between  Tps. 
34  and  85  N.,  through  Rs. 
27  to  37  E. 

Subdivisions  Tps.  7  and  9  N., 
R.  20  E.,  inTakima  Indian 
Reservation. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  27  N., R.  10  E. 

Seventh  standard   parallel 
N., through  Rs.  lOandllE.; 
exteriors,  subdlvisions^nd 
meanders  T.  28  N.,  Rs.  10 
and  HE. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.  3N.,  Rs.  4and8E. 

First  standard  parallel  N. 
through  R.  4  £.;  exteriors 
and    subdivisions  Tps.   4 
and5N.,R.4E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
Tps.  32  and  35  N.,R.24  E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
Tps.83.84,35N.,  R.25E;  T. 
^rN.,R-90E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 

meanders T. 6  N., R.8  E;  T. 

12N..R.4E. 
Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 

meanders  T.  7  N.,  Rs.  2  and 

4E. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions 

T.  7  N.,  R.  3  E. 
Fractional  north  boundary 

and  subdivisions  T.  11  N., 

R.  8W. 

Subdivisions  T.  15  N.,  R.  6  W. 

(a) 

409 

2    0    0 
8    0    0 
7    0    0 

16  37  88 

12    Oo 

986  84 
89  78  18 

7  76  81 

18  88  06 

11  74  68 
676  48 

1140  88 

60    290 
6    0   0 

410 

411 

85    0   0 

414 

May  27 

....do... 

June  10 
.-..do... 

June  19 

...do..-. 

June  20 
...do.... 

1806. 
Apr.  16 

Robert  A.  Welwter.. 
William  E.  El  well... 

Alexander  M.  Rey- 
noldH. 

Joshua  T.  Roberts. . . 

Manford  G.  Lisher .. 

Alvin  Bystrom 

William  Mayer 

Freeman  W.  Brown. 

Isaac  M.Galbraith.. 

66  68  91 
120    0   0 

106    6  42 
196    6   8 

77  63  20 

116  40  81 

60   860 
778  95 

67  86  68 

415 
424 

6    0    0 

425 

427 

428 

429 

480 

(a) 

a  Special  instructions. 
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not  closed  at  date  of  last  annucU  report. 


MilbB  snryeyed. 


Mean- 
der. 


Am.  C  Xj. 


543  27 


5    0    0 


26    0    0 


10    9  88 


10  13  26 


12  62  40 


Total. 


M.  C.  L. 

77  18  801 


60  71  02 


264  44  10 


6154  86 


24    6 


128  1161 


60  14    3 

'67  46  26 
13  0  0 
67    0    0 

82  21  74 
138    0    0 

115  42  26 

254  15  14 

95  72  86 

147  60  82 

71    3  13 
13  69  43 

66  76  45 


Acreage. 


28,802.11 


15,470.06 


85,830.70 


17,533.22 


7,683.2r) 


15,  IIH.  75 


25,760.46 
46,000.00 

39,518.99 
75.240.02 

31,091.49 

44,005.20 

22,360.66 
4.718.53 

20,905.85 


Plats  xnade. 


a 

O 


2 


2 


2 


8 

o 


2      2 


8 

o 

I 


3 

o 


3 

11 


1 
4 

2 

2 

1 
1 


3 


6 


6 


6 


4 

12 

5 

6 

2 
3 


Liability. 


$1,614.00 


920.65 
5,235.00 

2,470.00 
131.25 

3,555.00 


340. 


4:1 


1,900.00 
1,580.00 

1,940.00 
2,840.00 

1,770.00 
3,265.00 

1,870.00 

2,896.50 

1,600.00 
318.21 

1,375.79 


Allowed 


$1,588.8:; 


131.25 


2,886.50 


318.21 


Bemarkfl. 


Formerly  embraced  nnder 
contract  No.  361,  Clinton  F. 
Pulsifer,  deputy  surveyor: 
survey  accepted;  contract 
closed;  31. ll  chains  con- 
necting lines. 

Corrected  survey  before 
General  Land  Office;  1.05 
chains  connections. 

Surveys  corrected  by  sure- 
ties and  now  before  the 
General  Land  Office;  1  mile 
4.30  chains  connections. 

Survey  suspended;  deputy 
ordered  to  correct. 

Survey  accepted;  cx>ntract 
closed.. 


Survey    suspended;   correc- 
tions ordered. 


Survey  embraced  under  con- 
tract No.  406;  corrected  by 
William  Roberts  for  sure- 
ties, acting  as  compassman. 

Survey  suspended;  34  chains 
connections. 

Field  notes  returned  to  dep- 
uty and  ordered  to  correct 
work  in  the  field. 
Do. 


Survey  suspended;  deputy 
ordered  to  correct  work. 

Survey  transferred  to  Chas 
A.  Homan,  under  special 
Instructions,  dated  Feb. 
16,1897. 

Survey  suspended;  deputy 
ordered  to  correct  work; 
30.22  chains  connections. 

Returns  made  to  General 
Land  Office;  3  miles  6.83 
chains  connections;  4  miles 
4.99  chains  retrace  Indian 
allotments. 

Corrected  surveys  before 
(General  Land  Office;  7.25 
chains  connections. 

Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed;  47.25  chains  con- 
nections. 

Corrected  surveys  before 
General  Land  Office. 

Survey  accepted. 


Formerly  embraced  under 
contract  No.  430;  accept- 
ance suspended.  Returns 
of  survey  before  (General 
Land  Office. 
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Date. 

Deputy 

Character  and  location  of 
work. 

Miles  surveyed. 

No. 

Stand- 
ard. 

Town- 
ship. 

Section. 

431 

1893. 
June  20 

1894. 
Jan.  29 

May    3 

May    4 

...do.... 

...do...- 

1895. 
Apr.  20 

Apr.  ]9 

Apr.  29 

Apr.  19 
...do.... 

...do.... 

May  20 
May    8 

do 

Albro  Oardner 

George  A.  Schwartz. 
Isaac  M.  Galbraith.. 
Manf ord  G.  Linher.. 

Alvin  Bystrom 

Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton. 

Isaac  M.  Galbraith.. 
do 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  Th.22  and  26  N.. 
R.  8E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  Ts.  39  and  40  N., 
B.27E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
fractional  T.  36  N.,  R.  6  £. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions. and 
meanders  Ts.  30  and  31  N., 
R.  11  E. 

Subdivisions  T.  16  N.,  R.  7  W. 

Eighth    standard     parallel 
north  through  Rs.  13  and 
14  W.;  subfflvisions  T.  32 
N.,  R.  14  W. 

Survey    of    Clarkes    and 
Barnes  islands  in  T.  37  N., 
R  1  W 

Fractional  Ts.  80  N.,  R.  4  E., 
and38N.,R.5E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.30N.,  R8B.;  T.38N., 
R.  7E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
Ts.  37  N.,  Rs.  8  and  9  £. 

Seventh  standard  imrallel 
north  thruu|^  fractional 
R.  8 and  R.  OE.;  exteriors 
and  subdivisions  Ts.  29  and 
30N.,  R.  9E. 

Ninth     standard     parallel 
north  through  Rs.  10  and 
11  E.;  exteriors  and  sub- 
divisions T.  86  N.,  Rs.  9 
and  11  E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.  37N.,  R.26B. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.40  N.,  Rs.  40 
and  41  E.;  T.86N.,Rs.80 
and  40  E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  32  N.,  Rs.  87 
and 38 E.;  T.3RN.,R.38E. 

First    standard   parallel 
north,  through  Rs.  7,  7^, 
and  8  E.;  second  guide  me- 
ridian through  TMU^  of  Ts.  3 
and  4  N.;  exteriors  and 
subdivisions  T.  4N.,  R.  7  E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  29  N. .  R.  21 E. 

Subdivisions  and  meanders 
T.41N.,R.3W. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.26N.,Rs.2and3W. 

Sixth  standard    parallel 
north,  through  R.  11  W.; 
exteriors,  subdivisions, 
and  meanders  Ts.  24  and  27 
N.,  R.llW. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  33  N.,  Rs.  13 
andUW.;T.31N.,R.16W. 

M,  (/.  JL<. 

24  35  53 

16  20  65 
378  80 
288  88 

10  59  10 
934  33 

M.C.L. 
120  50  68 

66    566 
37    625 
16  3167 
50  1113 
68  72  29 

12  96 
22  10   0 

100  42  67 

485 

437 

443 

446 

448 
(a) 

540  36 

449 

3    0    0 
29    290 

450 

Emery  J.  Hermans.. 

Isaac  M.  Galbraith.. 
Prosper  E.  Thian 

John  C.  Parsons 

Christian  Andersen.. 
Bcnrry  &  Owens 

do 

451 

452 
453 

240  00 

6  89  19 

16    6  43 

11  78  20 
19  68  87 

5125n 

88  73  34 

48  77  26 
7125  90 

454 

455 

456 

467 

458 

May  20 

Apr.  19 
...do 

...do 

May  15 

Aur.  19 

Jacob  Richardson... 

Irving  Worthington . 
Hervey  L.  Pike 

Alvin  Bystrom 

Edward    A.   Fitz- 
henry. 

Hammond  &  Fort- 
man. 

740    0 

2    0    0 
7    0    0 

28  40  20 

38  66  41 
110  80 

17  24  37 
113   5  53 

26  20  10 

459 

460 

9  13    4 
2778    5 

749  48 

n 

461 
462 

6    0    0 

a  Special  instructions. 


SUBVETOB-GENEBAL  OP  WASHINGTON. 
etoaed  at  daU  of  last  annual  report — Continaed. 


Hllesrorveyed. 

Plato  m»da 

LUbUltjr 

Allowed 

Mwui- 
der. 

Total. 

i 

1 
J 

1 

1 

Remu-lu. 

"iViv 

M.C.L. 
U7fflSl 

M.B10.I1 

K.9O8.O0 

orderedS^rrect  wt^,'' 

13  30  4Z 

imaeos 

21,583.52 
14.312.66 

B,oi*.a 

2 

2 

2 

< 

835.4.5 
1,304- <IU 
3.235-00 

1836.4.5 

closed;  77.sfchaiM  oonneo- 

tlona. 
Sarvev  aocepted:   contract 

closed;  a2.2rchalQS  connec- 
^tlona. 

8    AM 

Bias 

77  77  19 

n  8  a 

2S.«1,0T 
22,12S.M 

1 

1 

1 

1.350-00 

1,(108.14 
l.MO.T.'i 

SuTvaj  «t!c6pted;    oontrMt 
closed:  4  miles  8.30  chaliiB 

Sarver  accepted:    contract 
clotted;  51.lrfcluui«  connec- 

WOUB. 

332M 

SUM 

188  «  67 

B1.1S 
13,708.75 

«.m.8B 

i 

2 

3 

4 

80-00 

2. 843.  BO 

3.140.00 
1.386. 00 

90.00 

SnTTey  acceptsd:  contnuit 
cloeed:  2infiee  S5.73chaiiu 

1.330.08 

retaniB  of  T.  38  N..  B.  S  E.' 
in  office:  deputy  ordered 

ordered  deputy  to  correct. 

l»34Mi 

IS,  806. 40 

a 

£ 

8 

13,886.85 

18,217.39 

15, 8a) 

BOO 

aawei 

fl7«77 

4 

3 

4 

1.S85.0I) 

1,272.  «3 

nece«»ry. 
tlons. 

2,  ore- 00 

1,800,00 

3B  oao 

8,000 

s 

1 

= 

S 

800.65 

10  SHE 

»7e% 

16.480 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1,206.00 

1.118.7:. 

Do. 

TS   a 

S    686 

w,a 

1 

I 

3 

ts.oo 

18.45 

At  SI 

«2,8M.gO 

a 

S 

3 

1,600,00 
4,000.00 

4.0O1.84 

HetuniB  before  OeneralLand 

Office. 
Survey    accepted;   contract 

oloeed:    1  mUe  4.11  cbaina 

cunoectlonB. 

ISHM 

«'«« 

S,  812. 65 

a 

a 

" 

MM.  30 

1. 178.30 

Uoas. 
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X,— Statement  showing  condition  of  eontraeti  wot 


No. 


488 
464 

466 

466 

467 


470 


(a) 
478 

(a) 
473 


Date. 


1866. 
Apr.  19 


.do.. 


..do 


.do 


Apr.  15 


.do... 


Deputy. 


.do... 


May  10 


474 
475 

476 


June  18 
Oct.  16 

Oot  S 


1866. 
Jane  6 


1805. 
Nov.  9 

..do 


Dec  » 


477 

Not.  9 

478 

...do... 

479 

...do... 

460 

...do... 

Robert  F.  Wbitham. 


Dudley  B.  B.  Henry. 


Webster  Brown. 


Oliver  O.Ort. 


Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton. 


Beynolds  ft  Pome* 
roy. 


Dimock,  Pratt  ft 
Nasten. 


Hammond  ft  Fort- 


Oliver  O.Ort 

Robert  F.  Whitham 

W.  P.  Kingston 

Christian  Andersen 

JohnWetael 

Scurry  ft  Owens ... 

Lewis  D.  W.  Sbelton 

Stixrud  ft  Nasten.. 
Christian  Andersen 


MUes  surveyed. 


work. 


location  of 


Jacob  Richardson. 


Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.21N.,  Rs.6and7W. 

Sixth  standard  parallel 
north,  through  Rs.  3  and 
4W.:  exteriors  and  subdi- 
visions T.  24  N.,  Rs.  3  and 
4W. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  22  N.,  R.  5  W. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  Ts.  22  and  28  N., 
R.9W. 

Subdivisions  and  meanders 
Ti.87,S8,d9N.,R87B.;  Ts. 
87  and  38N.,  R.  38  E.;  T.  39 
N.«  R.  36  E. 

Subdivisions  and  meanders 
Ti.  87^,  39,  and  40  N.,  B. 
30E.:  T.40N.,R.32K;  Tb. 
87,  38,39N.,R.38E. 


Subdivisions  and  meanders 
Ts.  87. 38, 39.  and  40  N.,  Rs. 
27,  28,  and  29  E. 


Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.  29  N.,  R  6  W.:  subdivi- 
sions and  meanders  T.  29 
N.,  R  15  W. 


Fractional  T.  21 N.,  R  9  W 


North  boundary  and  snbdi- 
visio 
6W. 


visiansT 


ndarya 
.  U  N., 


Rs.5  and 


Survey  of  island  in  Lake  Mc- 
Aleer  in  sec.  32,  T.  27  N.,  R. 
4R 

Eighth  standard  parallel 
north  through  Rs.  45  and 
46  R;  exteriors,  subdivi> 
sions,  and  meanders  Ts.  30 
andS N.,  Bs.  46 and 4(6 R 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
Ti.30and31N..  B.  43R 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
Tk30and31N.,R44R 


North  and  east  boundaries 
and  subdivisions  T.  31 N., 
R.  42  R;  part  subdivisions 
T.35N.,Rr3BE. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  Ts.  88, 39,  and  40 
N.,  R  25  K 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.38N.,R26R 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  T.  30  N..  R  28  K 

SubdiviBionii  of  fractional 
T.  4  N.,  R  11  R 

a  Special  inafcructiona. 


M.C.L. 


ship. 


753  48 


3  77  fiO        5  40    0 


6    672 


3    0    0 


36  4(6  38 


40  23  14 


30  30  69 


4  68  10 


63  10  81 


M.C.L 
34  47  41^ 


2521  1 


38  0  Q 


54   98? 


201  7D9 


286  CL6 


388  79  K 


53  7  S 


28  79  68 


627    0 


12    0    0 


7    6 


5  0  0 
U7SS3 


121»ff 


18    0    0    120 
6    0    0 


84    485 


24    0   0 


5  76  77 


20  0  fl 
60  0  (1 


86  86  fl 


82  0  6 


5018  51 


21    340      8728«t 


26  69 
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olowd  at  date  of  Uist  annuai  reporf-— Contmned. 


HUee  surveyed. 

Acreage. 

Plats  made. 

LJabiUty. 

Allowed. 

Mean- 
der. 

Total 

2 
3 

1 

! 

2 
2 

1 

2 
3 

1 

Remarks. 

M.C.L. 

M.C.L 

42  20  96 

36  61  51 

41    0    0 
101  66  25 

320  50  62 
aS3  46  18 

481  13    1 
67  78  06 

6    0    0 
146  24  91 

12,384.68 
10,397.93 

13.000 
19,277.96 

75,275.69 
107>346.80 

144,012.02 
19.126.87 

4,640 
44,084.68 

6 
8 

$1,100.00 
1,600.00 

1,000.00 
2,400  00 

7.209.48 
6,875.00 

8,975.00 
1.426.72 

180.00 
3,076.00 

25.00 
2,965.00 

3,000.00 
8,076.00 

2,352.00 

3,664.60 

1,200.00 

1,775.00 

600.00 

$869.14 
780.45 

Suryey  accepted:  contract 
closed;  14.68 chains  connec- 
tions. 

Survey  accepted:  contract 
closed:  1  mile  69.90  chains 
connections. 

Returns  in  not  platted;  area 
estimated;  deputy  ordered 
to  correct  work  in  the  field. 

Returns   of  22-9  W.  before 

9    0   0 

78  36  87 

28  27  10 

36    228 
10    2  90 

1 
12 

16 

24 

1 

1 

1 
6 

8 

12 

1 

2 

18 

24 

36 
8 

6,205.63 

General  Land  Office;  re- 
turns of  23-9  W.  beingplat- 
ted:  area  estimated. 

Within  the  ceded  portion  of 
the  Colville  Indian  Reser- 
vation;  survey  accepted: 
contract  closed;  lmi]e60.3l 
chains  connections. 

Within  the  ceded  portion  of 
the  Colville  Indian  Reser- 
vation; survey  suspended; 
depu  ties  ordered  to  correct 
work;  70.32  chains  connec- 
tions. 

Within  ceded  portion  of  the 
Colville  Indian  Reserva- 
tion; survey  accepted;  con- 
tract closed;  2  miles  06.18 
chains  connections. 

Survey  of  29-6  W.:  deputies 
instructed  not  to  make  sur- 
vey until  29-6  W.  is  sur- 
veyed; survey  of  29-16  W. 
accepted;  1  mile  14.61  chains 
connections. 

Returns  in;  deputy  ordered 
to  correct  work  in  field. 

Ret  urns  before  General  Land 

8,278.69 
1,318.57 

2 



2 

4 

Office;  62.18  chains  connec- 
tions. 
Deputy  ordered  to  correct 
work. 

Returns  platted  and  tran- 

26   377 

12    0    0 
6    0    0 

181  n  51 

ISO    0    0 
72    0    0 

120  40  94 

149  69  22 
61  31  61 

102  69  82 
26  69  48 

45,802.89 

46,000 
28,000 

32,809.82 

25,000 
18,212.44 
22,960.86 
9,348.97 

6 

»  mm  m 

6 

10 

scribed.' 

Returns  in  not  platted;  area 

estimated. 
Returns  of  30-44  E.  in  office 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2,268.65 

not    platted;     area    esti- 
mated; returns  of  31-44  E. 
not  in. 
Survey  accepted:    contract 
closed;  12.0d  chains  connec- 
tions. 

Returns  in;  area  estimated. 

3169  22 

616  80 

24  42  94 

I 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
2 
8 

1,099.30 

Survey  accepted;    contract 
closed. 

Returns  before  General  Land 

600.00 

Office;  1  mile  38.64  chains 
connections. 
Survey  accepted;  contract 

closed. 
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A. — Statement  showing  condition  of  contracts  not 


No. 


481 


482 

483 
484 
485 

48G 

487 

488 
489 

480 
(a) 

(a) 
(a) 

(a) 
491 

482 

483 
494 

(a) 


485 

(a) 
496 
497 

496 
499 


Date. 


Deputy. 


1895. 
Nov.  9 


-.do... 

...do 

...do... 
...do... 

...do.. 

...do... 

....do... 
...do.. 

...do.. 
Mar.  3 

Apr.  17 
May  2-> 

July  24 
Dec.  26 


1896. 
Jan.  15 


Mar.  24' 
Apr.  25 

June  13 


Albert  E.  Hammond 


Dudley,  S.   B.,  and 
'     John  D.  Henry. 

Qalbraith  &  Ober  . . 

James  L.  McPher- 

son. 
Thian  &  Bennison . . . 


John  C.  and  George 
W.  Parsons. 

Lncien  S.  Robe 


May    9 

....do.. 

...do.. 

....do.. 

...do.. 
...do. 


James  C.  Jeffery  ... 

Hammond  &  Fort- 
man. 


Alfred  S.Ruth 

Manford  G.  Lisher. 


Stixrud  &  Nasten. 
Thian  &  Bennison. 


Hammond  &  For^ 

man. 
Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton 


Lncien  S.  Robe. 


Jas.  L.   Mcpherson 
and  Thos.  J .  Wyche 
John  G.  Scurry 


Stixrud  &  Nasten . 


Charles C.  Ward.. 

do 

Jas.  L.  McPhevson 
Albert  C.  O'Neel. 

Al  vin  Bystrom 

Oliver  OOrt 


Character  and   location  of 
work. 


Second  euide  meridian  E. 
through  fractional  T.  4  N.. 
R.  7  E. ;  first  standard  par- 
allel north  through  Rs.  7^ 
and  8  E. ;  subdivisions  T.  4 
N.,  R.  7*  E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
fractional  T  12  N.,  R.  8  E  , 
andT.  13N.,  R.  5E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.  19  N.,  R.  9  E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T  25N.,R.9E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.28N.,  R.9E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T  34N.,  R.9E.;  fractional 
Ta5N.,  R.8E, 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T,35N,R.12E. 


Subdivisions  fractional  T.  14 
N.,  R5W. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and 
meanders  fractional  T.  26 
N.,  Rs.  13  and  14  W.;  T.  30 
N.,  R.  16  W. 

Subdivisions  fractional  T.  11 
N.,  R.7W. 

Survey  of  meanders  of  Sauk 
River  in  Ts.  30  and  31  N.JL. 
HE. 

Survey  of  Ruby  Guide  me- 
ridian through  T.  39  N. 

Survey  of  east  half  of  line 
between  sees.  1  and  12,  T.  28 
N.,  R.8E. 

Survey  of  Osette  Indian  Res- 
ervation In  T.  31 N. .  R.  16  W. 

North  and  south  boundaries 
and  nart  subdivisions  T.  35 
N.,  Ras  E. 

Resurvey  of  meanders  right 
bank  of  Cowlitz  River 
through  part  of  T.  12  N., 
R.7E. 

R^urvey  of  part  of  Takima 
Indian  Reservation. 

Resurvev  of  ninth  standard 
parallel  north  through  Rs. 
39  and  40  E. 

Resurvey  of  international 
boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  British 
Columbia  from  Ruby  guide 
meridian  to  line  between 
Rs.  24  and  25.  E. 

Subdivisions  T.  8  N.,  R.  22  E., 
outside  Yakima  Indian 
Reservation. 

Fractional  south  boundary 
T.8N.,  R.  22E. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions 
T.  28N..  R9E. 

Fractional  east  boundary 
and  subdivisions  T.  11  N., 
R3E 

East  boundary  and  subdivi- 
sions T.  8  N  .  R  3  E 

East  boundary  and  subdivi- 
sions T  14  N.,  R.  2  E. 


Miles  surveyed. 


Stand- 
ard. 


M.  C.  L 

10    0    0 


520 


6  00  00 


900  00 


600  00 


Town- 
ship. 


M.C.L 
7    0    Oi 


21    0    0 

18  0  0 
4  35  30 
3  78  43 

21  00  00 


10  00  00 
12  70  4'» 


Section. 


11  48  20. 


38  18  20 


423  44 
3  31  65 

11  70  24 


600  00 


MC.L. 
6    0   01 


se  0 


60    0  a 
47  27  65 

31  79  85 

33  00  00 


55  00  00 
62  65  75 

16  00  00 


336  28 
14  60  74 

28  00 


29  07  97 


47  47S9 
50  S3  96 


60  00  00 


a  Special  instructions. 
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closed  at  date  of  last  annual  report — Continaed. 


Miles  surveyed. 


Mean- 
der. 


Total. 


23    0    0 


19  45  33 
dOSU 
1  18  a^ 


113    0    0 

97  45  33 
60  540 
37  10  28 

54  00  00 


2227  33      872733 
34  59  12     110  35  32 


16  00  00 


2  25  70 


8  70  48 


6  00  a) 


5  61  92 
2B37  94 

0  18  48 

30  18  2U 
900  00 

600  00 


Acreage. 


4,600 


31,320 

23,000 

17,443.43 

11,186.75 

14,680.00 


Plats  made. 


O 


19.000.00 
24,446.50 

5,200.00 


719.01 
5,035.70 


29  07  97 

423  44 

50  79  24 
71  24  2U 


11,5a).  00 


66  00  00 


15,848.&4 
22.610.86 


23,000.00 


8 
1 

1 

1-3 


1 
1 


8 
I 


1     1 


1 
1 


3 


o 


1 

1 


UabUity. 


Allowed 


$280.00 


2.276.00 


1.614.00 
3;  1.487.00 
3     1,000.00 

1,425.00 


1,200.00 


1,250.00 
6     2,300.00 


750.00 
360.00 


Bemarks. 


$1,250.37 

7112.55 


1       3 


1      3 


100.00 
10.00 

117.00 
500.00 

252.00 

577.50 
300.00 

150.00 


182.00 

40.00 
1,614.00 
1,315.00 

1,338.00 
1,338.00 


98. 9(: 
498.93 


1,029.98 


Betnms  being  platted;  area 
estimated. 


Retuma  in  office;  area  esti- 
mated. 

Do. 

Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed. 

Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed;  6.91  chains  connec- 
tions. 

Returns  in;  area  estimated. 


Survey  transferred  to  Jas.  C. 
Jeffery  under  special  in- 
structions dated  Jan.  23, 
1897. 

Returns  in  office;  area  esti- 
mated. 

Returns  in  office  being 
platted;  area  estimated. 


Do. 

Returns  before  (General  Land 
Office;  mileage  included  in 
contract  443. 

Returns  in  office. 

Returns  not  in  office. 


Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed. 

Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed;  3.78  chains  connec- 
tions. 

Returns  before  General  Land 
Office:  1  mile  18.66  chains 
connectionb. 

Returns  in  office  being  plat- 
ted and  transcribed. 

Returns  in  office  being  plat- 
ted. 

Returns  in  office. 


Returns  in  office  beins  pilat- 
ted;   1   mile   51.92  cnains 
connections. 

Returns  in  office  being  plat- 
ted. 

Survey  accepted;  contract 
closed. 

Returns  before  General  Land 
Office;  15.10  chains  connec- 
tions. 

Deputy  in  field  making  sur- 
vey. 

Returns  being  platted;  area 
estimated. 
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A. — Statement  showing  condition  ofeoniracU  not 


Date. 

Depaty. 

Character  and  location  of 
work. 

Miles  surveyed. 

Na 

Stand- 
ard. 

Town- 
ship. 

Section. 

(ino 

1806. 
May    0 

do... 

....do... 
....do... 

-...do... 

aflham&  HaakeU... 

Alfred  S.Bath 

Elwood  Q.  Hunt 

Christian  Andersen. 

Eldward  B.  Dobbe... 
Total 

Exteriors  and  snbdivisions 
Tb.  2S  and  28  N.^Bs.  6  and  7 

SnbdiviaionB  fractional  T.  12 

N.,  B.  8  W. 
North  boundary  and  snbdi 

vi8ionaT.2IN.,R.8W. 
First  standard  parallel  north 

thronsh   R.  6  E.;    east 

boundary  and  sabdivisions 

T.4N.,R.6B. 
Exteriors  and  snbdiTisions 

T.9NmR.41E. 

M.C.L. 

M.C.L. 

M.C.L. 

m 

60  OH  00 

see 

ficn 

aoi 

400  00 

SBOOOO 

lye  16  40 

1,088  88  25 

4,725  33  9 
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closed  at  date  of  last  annual  report— Ck>ntinned. 


Miles  surveyed. 

Acreage. 

Plats  made. 

Llahnity. 

Allowed. 

Mean- 
der. 

Total. 

! 

1 
1 

1 

• 

1 

Benuurks. 

M.  C7.  L. 

M.C.L. 

$4,9S4.00 

920.00 

738.00 

1,626.00 

450.00 

Liability  reduced  from  16,180; 

special    instructions    not 

yet  approved. 
Returns  being  platted;  area 

fiOOOOO 

19,000.00 

1 



1 

2 

estimated. 
l>eputy  in  field  making  sur- 

vey. 
Do. 

42  00  00 

14,440.00 

1 

1 

Returns  being  platted. 

600  88  97 

6,611  12  91 

1,747,537.84 

150 

61 

128 

339 

155,544.85145,015.62 

• 
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B. — Contracts  avxirded,  payable  from  the  apportionment  of$jO,000  to  the  State  of 
Waehinqton  of  the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  for  the  fiscal 
year  eniing  June  30, 1897, 


No. 

Date. 

(a) 
(a) 
606 

1896. 
June  26 
Jnly29 
Sept.  12 

606 

Dec.    4 

607 

Dec.    5 

606 

....do... 

600 

1897. 
Jan.    7 

510 

....do.. 

511 

512 

Jan.    7 

513 

....do... 

514 

...do... 

615 

...do... 

516 

517 
518 

Jan.     7 
Mar.  24 

510 

Jan.    7 

520 

...do... 

622 

....do... 

523 

...do... 

520 

May  12 

(a) 

Jane  5 

Deputy. 


Gkilbraith  and  Ober . . 
Albert  E.  Hammond 
Isaac  M.  Galbraith 
and  Ralpk  H.  Ober. 
Lewis  D.  w.  Shelton. 

Edward  A.Fitzhenry 


Irving  Worthington . 

Isaac  M.  Galbraith 
and  Ralph  H.  Ober. 

Moses  M.  Emerson . . . 

No  contract  drawn. 
Prosper  E.  Thian  and 

William  BenniAon. 
Dndley,  R.  B.,  and 

John  B.  Henry. 
Alfreds.  Ruth 


Character  and  location  of  work. 


Oliver  O.  Ort. 


No  contract  drawn. 
Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton. 
Isaac  M.  Galbraith . . . 

James  L.  MoPher- 
son  and  Thomas  J. 
Wyche. 

Jacob  Richardson... 

Edward  B.  Dobbs . . . . 

John  A.  McQuinn 
and  R.W.  Harden- 
brook. 

Robert  F.Whitham. 


Lewis  D.  W.  Shelton. 


Total. 


Liability. 


Meanders  of  White  River  in  T.  19  N.,  R-  9  E 

Fractional  T.  8  N.,  R.  7i  E 

Fractional  ea«t  and  south  boundaries  and  sub- 
divisions of  fractional  T.  24  N.,  R.  8  B. 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions  T.  81 N.,  Rs.  14  and 
15  W 

Seventh  standard  parallel  north  through  R. 
5  W.;  exteriors  and  subdivisions  T.  29  N.,  R. 
6W. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  T.  29  N., 
R.  23E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  Ts.  38 
and  38  N.,  R.  6  E.,  and  fractional  T.  80  N.,  R. 
6E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  Ts.  81 
and  32  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  Ts.  24 

N.,  Rs.  9  and  10  E.;  T.  80  N.,  R.  10  E. 
Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  T.  15  N. 

R.3B. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions  T.  15  N.,  R.  15  EL; 

subdivision  T.  15  N..  R.  16  £. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions  fractional  T.  12  N., 

Rs.  6  and  7  E.;  T.  23  N.,  Rs.  10,  lOi,  and  11  W. 

Subdivisions  of  fractional  T.  80  N.,  R.  13  W 

North  boundary  and  subdivisions  T.  37  N.,  R. 

40  E. ;  subdivisions  T.  88  N.,  R.  40  K 
Fractional  north  boundarv,  subdivisions,  and 

meanders  T.  88  N.,  R.  89  E.;  south  and  east 

boundaries  and  subdivisions  T.  89  N.,  R.  41  E. 
Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  T.  84  N., 

R.41E.;  T.  21  N.,  Rri4  E. 
Exteriors,  subdivisions,  and  meanders  T.  6  N., 

Rs.  44  and  45  E. :  fractional  T.  7  N.,  R.  44  E. 
Exteriors  and  subdivisions  fractioxial  T.  7  N., 

R.  45  E  :  Ts.  6  and  7  N.,  R.  46  E.;  Ts.  6  and  7 

N.,  R.  47  E. 
Fifth  standard  parallel  north  through  Rs.  12 

and  13  E. ;  exteriors  and  subdivisions  T.  20 N., 

Rs.  8  and  13  E. 
North  boundary  and  subdivisions  Ts.  25  and 

26  N.,  R.  46  E.,  fractional. 


1100.00 

40.00 

467.00 

2,914.00 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

3,150.00 

8,200.00 

4.000.00 
1,468.00 
2,700.00 
2,872.00 


500.00 
2,500.00 

2,860.00 


3,000.00 
1,800.00 
1,200.00 

8,800.00 

100.00 


88,421.00 


a  Special  instructions. 

C. -Contracts  payable  from  deposits  made  by  the  State  of  Was/iington  under  the 
provisions  of  the  sundry  civil  bill  of  the  Ftfty-third  Congress^  approved  August 

18,  1894. 


No. 

Date. 

Deputy. 

Character  and  location  of  work. 

Liability. 

524 
625 
52ii 
527 

528 
630 

1897. 
Feb.    6 
Feb.  27 

....do... 

....do... 

Apr.    8 
....do... 

■ 

Alvin  Bystrom 

Lew  A.  Wilson 

Robert  P.  Whitham. 
Isaac  M.  Galbraith 

and  Ralph  H.  Ober. 
Charles  H.  Fenner. . . 
Alvin  Bvstrom  and 

Fred.  M.  Lane. 

Total 

Exteriors  and  subdiviRionB,T8. 9  and  10  N. ,  R.  4  E . 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions,  T.  14  N.,  R.  6  E 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions,  T.  26  N„  R.  12  E 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions,  T.  80  N.,  R.  7  E 

Subdivisions  and  meanders,  T.  27  N.,  R.  17  E 

Exteriors  and  subdivisions,  T.  13  N.,  R.  7  E 

13,090 
1,476 
1,683 
1,614 

1,200 
1,914 

1 

10,977 

SURVEYOR-OENERAL   OF  WASHINGTON. 
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D.— Sundry  contracU  awarded  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


No. 

Date. 

Deputy. 

Character  and  location 
of  work. 

Liability. 

Remarks. 

1806. 

(a) 

July  13 

Stixmd  and  Nasten. 

Reeurvey  of  interna- 
tional boundary  line 

$150.00 

Liability  chargeable  to 
the  apportionment  of 
$15,000  for  reeurveys 

.  between  the  United 

States  and   British 

per  act  of  Congress 

Ck>lumbia  from  the 

approved  June  11, 
1806,  making  an  appro- 
priation for  survey- 
ing the  public  lands 

Ruby  guide  merid- 
ian to  the  line  be- 

tween Rs.  24  and  25  E. 

for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1807. 
Do. 

(a) 

Oct.  10 

Albert  C.O'Neel. — 

Resurvey  of  south 

130.00 

boundary,  T.  11  N., 

R.8E. 

(a) 

Nov.  13 

Oliver  O.Ort 

Resurvey  of  meander 
of  Quinaielt  Lake  in 
T.fflN.,R.OW. 

2SO.00 

Do. 

1807. 

(a) 

May  ao 

Scarry  and  Owens. . 

Resurvey  of  east 
boundary,  T.  32  N., 
R.38  E. 

138.00 

Do. 

(a) 

May    5 

Alfreds.  Ruth 

Retrace  men  1 8  and 
connecting  lines  in 
sec.6,  T.»N.,R.ll 

100.00 

Do. 

— 

W. 

18IML 

(a) 

Dec.    1 

Hammond  and  Fort- 

Survey  of  Hoh  Indian 

40.00 

Liability  chargeable  to 

man. 

Reservation  in  T.  26 
N.,R8.13andUW. 

the  appropriation  for 
surveying  and  allot- 
ting Indian  reserva- 

tions, 1807. 

1807. 

621 

Jan.    7 

Edward  B.  Dobbe... 
Total 

Subdivisional  lines  ly- 
ing west  of  and  in- 
cluding line  between 
sees.  Sand  4, 0  and  10, 
15  and  16. 21  and  22, 27 
and  28,  33  and  34,  T. 
7N.,B.44B. 

480.00 

Liabilitv  chargeable  to 
deposits  by  Individu- 
als. 

1,2»7.00 

6546- 


29 


a  Special  instructions. 
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F. — The  United  States  in  account  with  the  surveyor-general  of  Washington  for 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897, 

SALARIES. 

1896. 
July    1.  By  appropriation $12,500.00 

1897. 

Jane30.  To  salary  of  snrveyor-general 2,000.00 

JnneBO.  To  salary  of  clerks  and  draftsmen 10,425.73 

J nne 30.  To  balanoe  returned  to  Treasury 74.27 

12,500.00 

CONTINQENT  EXPENSES. 
1896. 

July    1.  By  appropriation 2,000.00 

1897. 

June  30.  To  office  rent 720.00 

June  30.  To  pay  of  messenger 300.00 

June30.  To mcidental expenses 226.86 

June30.  To  balance  returned  to  Treasury 753.14 

2,000.00 

DEPOSITS  BY  INDIVIDUALS. 
1896. 

July    1.  By  balance  on  hand,  per  last  annual  report 44.19 

Aug.l2.  By  part  Treasury  draft  No.  233 .^  300.00 

Nov.  23.  By  part  Treasury  draft  No.  982 300.00 

1897. 

Jan.  29.  By  part  Treasury  draft  No.  1474 300.00 

May  17.  By  part  Treasury  draft  No. 2248 307.81 

1,252.00 

June30.  To  salary  of  draftsman 1,252.0( 

AMOUNT  EXPENDED  IN  PREPARING  RETURNS  OF  SURVEY  OP  CONTRACTS    NOS.  467, 
468,  AND  409  IN  THE  CEDED  PART  OF  THE  COLVILLE  INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

1896. 

July    1.  By  balance  as  ^r  last  annual  report $421.00 

July    1.  By  error  in  debit  in  last  annual  report 5. 00 

426.00 

Nov.   6.  To  salary  of  draftsman  and  clerk 426.00 


REPOBT  OF  THE  8TJEVET0B-OEVE&AL  OF  WTOMIXa. 


United  States  Surveyor-General's  Office, 

Cheyenne,  Wyo, ,  Jxdy  8, 1897, 

Sm:  In  compliance  with  instmctions  contained  in  your  circnlar  letter  E,  dated 
April  23, 1897, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report,  in  duplicate, 
of  the  surveying  operations  in  the  district  of  Wyoming  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Jane  30, 1897,  with  tabular  statements,  as  follows,  viz: 

A.  Statement  of  condition  of  contracts  not  closed  at  date  of  last  annual  report. 

B.  Statement  of  contracts  let  for  the  survey  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Wyoming  under  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  80,  1897. 

C.  Statement  of  mineral  surveys  platted  and  transcribed,  and  of  deposits  made 
by  individuals  for  office  work  on  mmeral  surveys. 

D.  Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  office,  salaries,  and  contingent 
expenses. 

£.  Statement  of  office  work  performed. 

SPECIAL  DEPOSITS. 

There  were  no  special  deposits  for  the  survey  of 'public  lands  in  this  district 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  following  shows  the  aggregate  number  of  miles  surveyed  in  this  district,        * 
the  field  notes  of  which  have  been  approved  by  this  office,  under  contracts  Nos. 
255  and  257,  during  the  fiscal  year: 


Standard  lines  . . . 
Township  linos. .. 
Subdivision  lines. 
Meander  lines 

Total 


Measure- 
ments. 


MiU9, 

ChB. 

f& 

76.93 

67 

61.58 

709 

4(1.47 

18 

61.90 

878         75.88 


Total  number  of  acres  embraced  in  township  surveys,  292,607.20. 

Under  authority  of  letter  A,  dated  February  13,  1897,  and  provisions  of  section 
3618.  Revised  Statutes,  I  sold  one  lot  of  damaged  furniture,  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  deposited  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colo. ,  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  Treasurer,  as  per  C.  D.  No.  6283,  for  the  sum  of  $5. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  Charles  Thompson, 
United  States  Surveyor-General  for  Wyoming. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C. 
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'   A. — Statement  of  condition  of  contracts  not  closed  at  date  of  annual  re]x>rL 


No. 

Date. 

263. 

18»3. 
Feb.  21 

266. 

1894. 
Jnne  5 

266. 

1895.  * .  1 
Mar.    7 

267. 
268. 

Mar.  20 
May  21 

200. 

1896. 
May  22 

261. 

....do... 

262. 

May  23 

263. 

.-.-do... 

Deputy. 


Shannon  &  Qilcreet 


OUmore  &  Loback 


Avery  T.  Holmes... 


Meyer  A  Stable 
James  M.  Hoge . 


Edward  A.  Bnck 


Burleigh  E.  Bramel. 


John  Hnnton 


Benjamin  A.  Hart. 


Remarks. 


Corrections  and  explanations  made  by  Deputy  Shannon, 
.    and  plats  and  transcripts  corrected  and  forwarded  to 
General  Land  Office  April  6, 1897. 

Correction  in  field  of  Ts.  30  and  81 N.,  B.  105  W.,  made  by 
deputies  as  ordered,  corrected  field  notes  flled«  and  tran- 
scripts andplats  forwarded  to  General  Land  Office  Feb- 
ruary 11,  I8l9l. 

Deputy  notified  that  examination  of  field  work  reported 
unsatisfactory,  ordered  to  return  to  the  field  and  make 
the  necessary  corrections,  April  17,  189C.  Deputy  re- 
ported that  he  would  make  the  corrections,  but  have  as 
yet  received  nothina:  by  this  office, 
inal  returns  forwarded  November  13, 1806. 

Deputy  has  failed  to  file  satisfactory  and  correctly  arranged 
field  notes  as  required  by  ^he  Manual  of  Instructions,  and 
no  explanations  or  report  has  been  made  by  him  to  this 
office  during  the  fiscal  year. 


Fini 


January  11,  1897,  extension  of  time  granted  by  General 
Land  Office  to  December  1, 1897.  field  notes  of  ninth 
standard  parallel,  thirteenthgaide  meridian,  exteriors 
of  Ts  37,  ^,  and  39  N.,  B.  108  W.,  T.  40  N.,  Rs.  106, 1U7,  and 
108  W.,  and  subdivisions  of  T.  40  N.,  R.  108  W.,  filed,  plate 
drafted,  but  completion  of  transcribing  awaiting -minor 
errors  in  field  notes  to  be  corrected  and  expiated  by 
deputy  before  forwarding  same  to  General  Land  Office. 

Field  notes  of  west  boundary  of  T.  33  N.,  Rs.  101  and  KB 
W.,  and  subdivisions  of  T.  83  N.,  Rs.  101  and  108  W.,  filed, 
platted,  and  transcribed,  perfecting  of  final  affidavits  re- 
quired. Extension  of  time  granted  Januarv  26,  1887.  to 
December  1. 1807.  by  Commissioner  of  Gtoneral Land  Omoe. 

Partial  returns  filed  and  in  course  of  plattins  and  trans- 
cribing in  office.  Extension  of  time  granted  oy  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  by  letter  El,  dated 
January  11, 1897,  to  December  1, 1897. 

Field  notes  filed;  examination  showed  some  errors,  and  cor- 
rection and  explanations  required  by  deputy.  Correct 
notes  platted  and  transcribed,  and  await  the  refiling  of 
corrected  notes,  platting  and  transcribing  same. 


B. — Contracts  let  under  the  regular  appropriation  for  public  surveys  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30, 1897, 


No, 


266 


266 


266 
A 


267 


Date. 


1807. 
Apr.    8 


Apr.  23 


June 30 


.do. 


Surveyor. 


Edward  F.  Stable. 


J.  Frank  Warner. 


Howard  B.  Carpen- 
ter. 


Robert    W.    Burk- 
hardt. 


Description  of  surveys. 


The  tenth  standard  parallel  north,  through  Bs. 
93  and  94  W.;  the  eleventh  auxiliary  guide 
meridian  W.,  in  T.  40  N.;  the  west  and  north 
boundaries  of  Ts.  37  and  41  N.,  R.  96  W. ;  the 
south  and  east  boundaries  of  Ts.  38  and  42  N., 
R.  94  W.,  and  the  west  boundary  of  T.  40  N., 
R.  96  W.;  the  unsurveyed  subdivisional  lines 
of  Ts.  88,  39,  and  40  N.,  R.  92  W.,  and  Ts.  87,38, 
39,  40.  41,  and  43  N.,  Rs.  96  and  94  W.  of  the 
sixth  princiixal  meridian. 

The  east  and  north  boundaries  of  T.  87N.,  R. 
92  W.,and  the  unsurveyed  subdivisional  lines 
of  Ts.  39  and  40  N.,  R.  87  W.;  Ts.  37.  %,  30,  and 
40  N.,  R.  88  W.;  Ts.  36,  37,  39,  and  40  N.,  R.  89 
W.:  Ts.  37, 38,  and  40  N..  It.  90  W.;  Ts.  87and 
38  N.,  R.  92  W.  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian. 

The  north  boundaries  of  T.  13  N..R.  86  W.;  the 
east  and  north  boundaries  of  T.  14  N.,  R.  86 
W. ;  the  west  and  north  boundaries  of  T.  16 
N.,  R.  86  W.,  and  the  south  and  east  bound- 
aries of  T.  16  N.,  R.  87  W.;  the  subdivisional 
lines  in  T.  13  N.,  R.  84  W.:  Ts.  12,  13,  and  14 
N.,  R.  U5  W.;  Ts.  14, 15, 16  N.,  R.  86  W.;  Ts.  15 
and  16  N.,  R.  87  W. ;  and  the  unsurveyed  sub- 
divisional  lines  in  T.  14  N.,  R.  84  W.  of  the 
sixth  principal  meridian. 

The  subdivisional  lines  in  T.  16  N.,  R.  79  W.; 
Ts.  12, 13, 14, 16,  and  16  N.,  R.  81 W. ;  Ts.  12  and 
13N.,R.83W.;  T.  12  N.,  R.  84  W. ;  and  the  un- 
surveyed subdivisional  lines  in  T.  14  N.,  R.  81 
W.;  Ts.  12andl3N.,  R.82W.;  T.  14  N.,  R.  83 
W.  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian. 


Estimated 
liability. 


SS.500 


5,500 


i.OOO 


7.00f> 
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C. — Mineral  »urvey8  platted  and  transcribed  and  deposits  made  by  individuals  far 

office  work  on  mineral  surveys. 


No. 

Surveyor. 

Name  of  lode. 

Date  of 

register's 

receipt. 

T\ 

Charles  S.  HoblM 

Rambler  lode 

Nov.  16,1896 

DEPOSITS. 


Date. 


Sept  J28, 1896 

Jane  12, 1897 

Do 


Depositor. 


William  E.  Heathcote. 

James  Callanaa 

do 


No. 


5001 
2SXKt 
»08 


Where  deposited. 


First  National  Bank,  Denver,  Colo. 

do 

do 


Amount. 


IS5.00 

60.00 

100.00 


175.00 


D. — The  United  States  in  account  with  the  Surveyor-General  for  Wyoming  for  the 

fiscal  year  1896-97. 

SALARIES. 

1896-97. 
July    1.  By  appropriation $8,300.00 


1897. 

June  30.  To  salary  of  surveyor-general 2, 000. 00 

June  30.  To  salaries  of  clerks 5, 424. 18 


June  30.  To  balance 


1896. 


7, 424. 18 
875. 82 

8, 300. 00 


CONTINGENT  EXPENSES. 


July   1.  By  appropriation $1,200.00 


1897. 

June  30.  To  office  rent 

June  30.  To  salary  of  ianitor  and  messenger 
June  30.  To  incidental  expenses 


June  30.  To  balance 


360.00 
600.00 
123.58 


E. — Office  y?ork  performed. 


1,083.58 
116.42 

1,200.00 


Number  of  transcripts  made 32 

Township  plats  and  mineral  surveys 88 

Diagrams,  tracings,  blue  prints,  etc 188 

Completing  contract  index  to  date,  indexing  records,  descriptive  lists,  corre- 
spondence, etc. 


IlJrDEX. 


Page. 

Abandoned  mUlUiynflerrmtioBt xx,  100-124 

estimate  of  appropriation  for  survey,  appraisal,  etc.,  of 274 

list  of XX,1O0-1(» 

minlmnm  price  of  lands  in,  fixed  at$1.25  per  acre 98 

sales  of 335 

sUtnsof 116-128 

Aberdeen,  S.  Bak.,  basiness  transacted  in  district  land  oflBoe  at 318 

land  district,  statement,  by  coanties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 179 

Absentee  Shawnee  lands,  Oklahoma,  saleof XL 

Aeconnts  dlrlsion  (M),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 264-341 

AetofHar.  3, 1817  (timber  on  pnbllc  lands) 71 

2,1831  (timber  on  public  lands) 71 

July  23, 1866  (entry  under,  of  David  Jacks) 4,6,386 

June  5, 1872  (sales  of  land  in  Bitter  Root  Valley) 4,6,336 

8, 1872  (timber  privilege  to  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  R.  B.  Co.) xv,72 

Mar.  3, 1875  (timber  on  public  lands  adjacent  to  railroads) 72 

1, 1877  (sales  of  land  claimed  on  account  of  school  grant) 4, 6, 836 

June  3,1878  (mineral  act) xv,73 

(timber  and  stone  lands) xv,73 

Jan.  13, 1881  (disjMsal  of  lands  under) 4,6,836 

July    5, 1884  (abandoned  military  reservations) xx,  4, 6, 106-124, 335 

Feb.    8, 1887  (Indian  allotments) 61,60,239 

Mar.   3,  1887  (disposal  of  land  under) 4,6,336 

Jan.  14, 1889  (Chippewa  ceded  lands,  Minnesota) xvi,  62, 104-106, 259 

May    2, 189Q  (Greer  County  lands) 100 

Sept.  29, 1890  (disposal  of  lands  under) 4,6,336 

30, 1800  (entries  of  lands  under) 4,336 

Mar.   3, 1891  (26  Stat.,  854),  sees.  16 and  17  (smaU  holding  claims) 4,238 

(26  Stat,  1093),  timber  permiU xiii,  xv,  75-77 

(26  Stat.,  1095),  sec.  6  (commutations  of  homesteail  entries) 90 

24  (providing  for  forest  reservations) xiv,  68, 83-86 

sees.  18-21  (right  of  way  over  public  lands  and  reservations)  xvii, 

56,  218-221 

Aug.  4, 1892  (timber  and  stone  lands) 73 

Feb.  13, 1893  (amending  act  of  Mar.  8, 1891,  26  Stat.,  1093) xvi,  75-77 

21. 1893  (amending  sees.  16  and  17  of  act  of  Mar.  3.  1891) 238 

Aug.  4, 1894  (provision  for  compromise  of  the  Arkansas  land  claims) xvii,  57-61 

15. 1894  (entries  of  lands  under) 6,336 

18, 1894  (sundry  civil),  sec.  4  (donation  of  desert  lands  to  States) xvii,  57. 221, 267 

23, 1894  (abandoned  military  reservations) xx,*106-124 

Jan.  21, 1895  (permission  to  use  right  of  way  for  tramroads,  canals,  and  reservoirs) 221 

Feb.  15,1895  (abandoned  military  reservations) 106-124 

26, 1805  (28  Stat.,  683),  classification  of  certain  mineral  lands  in  Idaho  and  Montana. .       65 

(28  Stat, 687),  entries  of  isohited  tracts  under 4,6,336 

Mar.   1,  1895  (entriesof  lands  under) 4,6,336 

2,  1806  (suits  to  vacate  railroad  and  wagon-road  land  patents) 55 

May  14, 1806  (use  of  right  of  way  for  electrical  purposes) 222 

21,1896  (right  of  way  for  oUpipe  lines) 222 

June  3, 1896  (commutations  of  homestead  entries) 96 

10,  1896  (Indian  appropriation),  extension  of  time  of  payment  for  ceded   Indian 

lands 103 

11, 1896  (sundry  civil),  providing  for  surveys  and  resurveys 18 

INT  97  467 
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ArtN  of  CoBirren  r«1ating  to  public  lands  pMaed  dnrinjr  the  fiscal  year :  Pi^p. 

J nn.  13,  1897  (reaervoira  for  stock-breeding  and  transportation  purpoeee) £2 

18,  1897  (disposal  of  land»  in  Greer  Coonty,  Okla.) »-lfll3S; 

Ffh.  18,  1897  (extension  of  time  of  payment  for  forfeited  railroad  lands) 9 

24,  1897  (forostflres) XIIL»« 

26,1897  (roBervoir  Bites) xvn.  5<.2tt 

June   4,  1897  (nnndry  civil) ,  suspending  certain  forest  reaerrations,  etc xiy.  8245 

7, 1897  (Indian  appropriation),  Chippewa  ceded  lands  subject  to  overflow  from 

reservoirs IS 

dead  and  down  timber  on  Chippewa  ceded  lands.  C  Itf 
extension  of  time  of  payment  for  ceded  ladiaa. 

lands KM 

23,  1897  (amending  act  of  Jan.  18, 1897,  eupra) , 108 

24,1897  (Alaska) Ittii,© 

A^jBitaeat  of  claims  for  swamp  lands  in  place 244-910 

A^Jastmeats,  railroad  and  wagon  road 54-56,30^-211 

Admiralty  Head,  Wash,  (military  reservation) M 

Aggregate  of  all  classes  of  entries,  area  of  lands  disposed  of,  etc S41 

Agrlealtaral  college  scrip,  lands  entered  with 3S 

pateats « 

Agrlealtaral  pateats !«,« 

Akroa,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at S4 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in !*• 

AlabsBa,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in t^S 

existing  military  reservations  in Iff 

statement,  by  land  districts  and  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 12^131 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in  (irs  Mississippi) Hi 

Alaska,  buiiiness  transacted  at  district  land  office  in S75 

four  additional  commissioners  for Lxm 

education  in : lthi 

entries  in 23» 

establishment  of  another  land  district  in,  recommended 6S,3I3 

goldminesin Liz,LXin 

legislation  for,  recommended '. um 

mining  claims  in  upper  Yukon  district xvn,  6S,36 

parchate  from  Russia,  Mar.  30, 1807 Tin 

reindeer  in ux,  Lxnr,  CXL,  dUT 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 3S7-4SI 

snmujary  of  report  of  the  governor  of Lxm 

surveyor-general  for  the  district  of Lxm 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 48 

Alcatras  Island,  Cal.  (military  reservation) IW 

Alllaace,  Nebr.,  business  transacted  in  the  district  land  office  at 3M 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  onappro- 

priated  lands  in W 

Allotmeat  of  lands  and  issneof  patents  to  Indians xxn 

on  Wichita  Indian  Reservation xxtd 

Allotmeats  (Indian),  Commissioner  recommends  tha-  Land  Office  be  given  exclnaire  jurisdiction 

over * «L» 

Airs,  Okla.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 31S 

land  district,  statement  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappropriated  lands  in.     m 

AnastasU  Island,  Fla.  (military  reser^'ation) 1« 

Angel  Island,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 187 

Annnal  reports  of  the  United  States  surveyors-general SSS-456 

Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior ax 

Exhibit  A.— Rules  and  regulations  governing  forest  reserves  established  under  section  24 

oftheactof  Mar.  3,1891  (26  Stat,  L.,  1095) ax 

B.— Report  of  the  Commission  to  the  Five  Civilised  Tribes  (Dawea  Commission) . .   CXTU 
C.— Agreement  between  the  United  States  Commissioners  to  negotiate  with  the 
Five  Civilised  Tribes  and  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Choctaw  and 

Chickasaw  Indians <'xxn 

I).— Agreement  between  the  United  States  Commissioners  to  negotiate  with  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  and  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Mosoogee 
or  Creek  Nation cxxa 
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Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior— Continned.  Page. 

Exhibit  £.— ReeolntioD  of  tho  National  Council  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creole  Nation  n^ecting 
the  agreement  entered  into  between  its  representativen  and  the  Bawee  Coni- 

miasion.etc cxxxv 

F. — Letter  from  the  Commiasioner  of  Education  regarding  inereaae  of  appropria- 
tion for  pnrchaae  of  reindeer  in  Alaska,  and  report  of  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson, 
general  agent  of  education  in  Alaska,  regarding  his  summer's  work  in  that 

district • cxL 

G.— Report  of  the  Assistant  Attomey-General  for  the  Interior  Department cxlv 

Appropriated  lands x,  129-180 

Appropriations iii,  ▼ 

estimates  of,  required  for  the  Department Y 

land  service 264-274 

Architect  of  the  Capitol , ci 

number  of  employees  in  the  office  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid i v 

summary  of  report  of  the ci 

Arid  lands,  donation  of,  to  States 57,221 

A  rixcma,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in < . . .      270 

Casa  Grande  Ruin  in xciii 

existing  military  reservations  in 197 

report  (summary  of  the)  of  the  governor  of Lxvi 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 300-383 

statement,  by  land  districts  and  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated land  in 181 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 110 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 1^20 

Aricansai,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 277 

existing  military  reservation  in 107 

land  elaimi,  prompt  action  by  Congress  in  relation  to  the,  recommended xvii,  61 

status  of  proposed  compromise  of xvii,  57-61 

statement,  by  land  districts  and  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated land  in : 132-135 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 1 10 

Ashland,  Wis.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 326 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 185 

Assaults  for  witchcraft  in  Zuni  Pueblo,  Ariz xxxiv 

Assistant  Attomejr-fleneral  for  the  Department LX 

report  of  the ex  lv 

Assistant  Attorney-General's  Office,  number  of  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid ...       it 


»• 


B  (recorder's  division),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 90-08 

Bastlan  Bay,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservations  near) 114 

Baton  Boage  Arsenal,  La.  (military  reservation) 200 

Barracks,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 114 

Battery  BlenTenne,  La.  (military  reservation) 2MK) 

Bajroa  Lafoarche,  La.  ( abandoned  military  reservations  near) 114 

Plat,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservations  near) 114 

Benicia  Barracks  and  Arsenal,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 197 

Benson  (The)  Rurreys,  California 53 

BisaaKlL,  K.  Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 310 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 173 

Blaclifeet  and  Fort  Belknap  BeserTes,  Montana xxxvin 

BlaclKfoot,  Idaho,  business  transacted  in  districtland  office  at 291 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 147 

Blind,  education  of  the c 

Block  1 08,  Houston,  Tex.-  (abandoned  military  reservstion) 121 

Boca  Grande.    {See  Cayo  Gosta  Island,  Fla.) 

Bois  Blanc  Island,  Mich,  ^abandoned  military  reservation) 115 

Boise,  Idaho,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 201 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 147 

BoonTille,  Mo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 300 
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BooBTille,  Ho.,  Und  district,  BUtement,  by  oonnties,  showing  area  of  ftppropriatod  sod  oasp- 

propxiated  lands  in lQ-16 

BosBtjr-Iaad  bustaess.    (8es  MlUtarx  bosntj-land  warraats.) 

BoMBaa,  Mont.,  business  trsnsaotod  in  district  land  office  at m 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  nasp 

propriated  lands  in ICi 

BroiceBbow,  Nebr.,  bnsiness  transacted  in  the  district  land  office  at 3M 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  sad 

unappropriated  lands  in 117 

BbAUo,  Wyo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 227 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  ^propriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in U7 

Bams,  Oreg.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 315 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 171 

Baslaessof  the  General  Land  Office,  detailed  statement 87-lM 

transacted  at  district  land  offices 27S-SM 

in  snrreying  districts 3»-4Sf 

C. 

C  (publiclanda  division),  General  Land  Office,  report  of Si-lS 

CallfDraia,  business  transacted  at  district  land  i^ces  in aTB-2B3 

existing  military  resenrations  in 117 

report  of  surveyor-general  of Xi-M 

statement,  by  counties  and  Iwad  districts,  sbowiDg  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in I^llO 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in Ill 

the  **Benson  surveys"  in S3 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of M 

Canus  Prairie,  Idaho,  Indian  scare  at xxxn 

Camden,  Ark.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 277 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 13S 

Camiaada  Bay,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservation  near  entrance  of ) 114 

Camp  Apache,  Aris.  (militaiy  reservation) 197 

Baker,  Mont,  (military  reservation) 201 

Bowie,  Aris.  (abandoned  military  reservatiou) Ill 

Cady,  Cal.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Crittenden,  Aris.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Flojd.    (Ses  Fort  Crittendea,  ITtah.) 

Gaston,  Cal.  ^military  reservation) 197 

Ooodwia,  Aris.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Grant  (new),  Aris.  (military  reservation) 197 

(old),  Aris.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 110 

ladepeadeaee,  Cal.  (abandoned  military  reservation) HI 

HeDowell,  Aris.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 110 

OB  White  Blrer,  Colo,  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Reynolds.    {Ses  Terba  Baena  Islaad,  Cal.) 

RoblBSoa,  Kebr.  (military  reservation) SOS 

Hheridaa,  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117 

Three  Forks  Owjhee,  Idaho  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Canals,  land  certified  or  patented  to  States  for,  to  June  80, 1897 23S 

and  reservoirs,  permission  to  use  rightof  way  for 211 

right  of  way  granted  for  irrigation 2191-221 

Caaoe  Islaad,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 203 

Caatoumea t  on  Uneompahgre,  Colo,  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Cape  Disappointment,  Wash,  (military  reservation) M 

Carey  Act,  amendment  of,  recommended xvit,S7 

Carlin,  Nev.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 118 

Carson  Cltj,  Nov.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 308 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 170 

Cana  Grande  Rain xciii 

estimate  of  appropriation  for  salary  of  custodian  of 274 

Cash  patents » 
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Cmsh  reecipta  from  «aleB  of  public  lands  during  fiscal  year 6,257 

from  July  1, 1884,  to  June  30, 1897 201 

■ales  of  public  lands 4,256 

€at  Island,  Miss,  (abandoned  military-  reservation) 1 16 

Cayo  Costa  Island,  Fla.,  known  also  as  Boca  Grande  and  La  Costa  (abandoned  military  rosen'a- 

tion) 112 

Cedar  Point,  Ala.  (miliiazy  reservation) 1 197 

Censns,  Eleventh uii 

Twelfth,  preparations  for  the uii 

Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  Bailwaj xlix 

Central  Pacific  Ballroad xlix 

CTertUlcate  of  officer  authorised  to  take  proof  in  homestead  cases  (circular  of  Feb.  26, 1897) 102 

Certlflcatlon  of  lands  granted  for  ednoational  and  other  purposes 13 

Cessions  of  land  by  the  original  States vii 

Ckaaberlala,  S.  Dak.,  buainess  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 319 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 179 

Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.  (military  reservation  at) 108 

Cherokee  Freedaien  payment xxxv 

school  lands  (Ala.)  disposed  of 259 

Chojenne,  Wyo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 328 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in '. 188 

Chickasaw  claims  for  lands  in  the  Wichita  Beservation xxviii 

Chippewa  eeded  lands,  Minn xvi,62 

condition  of  examinations  and  disposals  under  act  of  Jan.  14, 1889.  104-106 

disposed  of 250 

half-breed  scrip,  lands  entered  with 339 

Indian  ComHissloa xxix 

Indians  in  Kansas xxxnii 

Choctaw  claims  for  lands  in  the  Wichita  Reservation xxvin 

scrip  patents 90 

Clrcnlar  of  Dec.  9, 1882  (area  of  placer  claims) 66,846 

4, 1884  (mining  claim— survey) 65,345 

10, 1891  (mining) 65,345 

Mar.  21,  1892  (rightof-way  railroads) 211 

Feb.  20, 1894  (right  of  way  for  irrigation  purposes) 218 

July  30. 1894  (rightK>f.way  railroads) 211 

9, 1896  (commutations  of  homesteads) 96 

Feb.  25, 1897  (settlement  and  entry  of  lands  in  Greer  County,  Okla.) 99-102 

26,  1897  (cerUflcate  of  officers  authorised  to  take  proof  in  homestead  cases) 102 

May       ,1897  xcxiension  of  time  of  payment  for  ceded  Indian  lands) 103 

June  30, 1897  (rules  and  regulations  governing  forest  reserves) cix,  81-86 

July  28, 1897  (forest  fire  poster) 81 

dtlaen  Pottawatomie  Indian  lands,  sale  of xl 

CIril  Service  Commlssloa v 

cost  of  stationery,  miscellaneous  supplies,  printing  and  binding  for 
the,  paid  fh>m  the  Department  appropriations  each  3'ear  from  1883  to 

1897 VI 

separate  appropriations  for  the  needs  of  the,  recommended vi 

ClallaB  Point,  Waah.  (military  reservation) 204 

Classification  of  pending  final  land  entries 95 

Clayton,  K.  Mex.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 308 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 171 

Clerical  force  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior iii 

Coal  and  mineral  land  laws,  decisions  and  mlings  under 347 

lands,  sales  of 335 

mine  Inspectors  in  the  Territories lxxvii 

patents  issued 343 

Cesar  d*Alene,  Idaho,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 292 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 148 

Colbj,  KiiOM.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 294 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 149 
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Colorado^  busineM  trftasacted  «(  district  land  (^ce  in 2H-SN 

report  of  sur>'eyor-general  of 3n43 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts;  showing  ax^a  of  appropriate  and  nn^pio- 

priated  lands  in 14ft-145 

statusof  abandoned  military  reservations  in m 

traasactions  in  sarreying  district  of «^ 

Colambia  Institatlon  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  summary  of  report  of  the  president  of  the xai 

Colsmbia  Ballwsj  Company  of  Washington.  D.  C,  sammary  of  report  of  the  president  of  the. .    an 

Commissioner  of  Edaeation,  letter  from  the,  regarding  reindeer  in  Alaska oil 

Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Ollee«  recommendation  of,  relative  to 

Appropriations  for  proteeting  forest  reservations  7f .  SS-O 

A  rkansss  land  claims q 

Compulsory'  attendance  of  witaesseo  at  hearings ...      78 
Establishment  of  another  land  district  in  Alaska. . .      6 

Indian  allotments ^ 

Irrigation  law,  known  as  CJaieyact 57 

Law  imposing  penalties  for  depredation  npon  public 
timber 71  ai 

Laws  granting  special  privileges  with  regaid  to  oae 

of  timber  on  publiclands 72-S 

Mining  laws  and  regulations q-G 

reoommendstions  of  (snmnoary) ^ 

report  of  (gnmmary) Tnlxxi.^« 

Cemadsaleni,  fee  and CSASSl 

Cemsdsalen  to  the  Fire  CtvUised  Trihei.    (See  FIts  CirUised  Tribes  Comatissieni) 

Csmmatatlenii  of  homestead  entries  (circularof  Jaly  9, 1896) ^ 

Csamated  homsstsadi ^ 

timber^altwe  entries 3» 


CsapBlsery  sttendanoe  of  witnesses  at  hearings 
Contest  casei , 


19 


dIrislMi  (H),  General  Land  Offiee.  reportof. 241-»4 

Contests  pending(Div.G),  General  Land  Office 29 

Ceucll  flrsTS,Okla.  <abandoned  military  rescoration) I^q 

Conii  of  Private  Land  Claims '//.'..'...,./      28 

Creek  Hatlon,  resolution  of  the  national  council  of  the,  r^ecting  the  agreement  entered  iulo 

between  its  representstives  and  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Commission, etc. . .  cxsiix 

wamuitai  frandnlent. jjxu 

Creekstott,  Minn.,  bnsiiiess  transscted  in  district  land  office  at ^ 

land  district,  sUtement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appit>priated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in Ijg 


•ardaaelle.  Ark.,  business  transacted  in  district  Isndoffieeat 27T 

land  district,  sUtement,  by  conn  Ilea,  ahowing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 13S 

»awes  CemmlssloB.    (^MFlvadTlUsed  Tribes  Commitsten.) 

Headman  Island,  Csl.  (military  reservation) 117 

fttaf  and  Ihimb,  Columbia  Institution  for  the xcu 

iHbt  of  the  racitic  Railroad  Companies  to  the  rnited  SUteo xi.nn 

•sritlena  and  ralla^  under  mineral  and  eoal  land  laws 347 

•r  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  relati\-e  to  adjustment  of  awamp-land  claims 290 

lleA>etlrs  laws  T«>lAiin|;  to  public  forests,  which  require  amendment xv 

Hel  Xerte*  CV4o.,  bu*ine*s  transacted  in  district  Isndoffieeat 284 

land  district  statt^nient,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 

priat^'d  lamls  lu » j41 

IkttTer*  t.\U«^,  bu*im^*s  tran*acte«i  in  diMrict  land  office  at ^ 

laml  districts  statoment^  by  counties,  showing  area  of  i^ipropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 142 

Ikytrtment  a^ prapriatl— s m? 

expended  on  scconnt  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission n 

s«^|se>s«  number  ot  and  amount  of  salaries  paid ir 

estimates  submitted  to  Cou^rrves v 

esMMtst  tht'TennessieeiVntennisl  Kxposititm nx 

**1»*t  VclLlnwy«  Wyo.  tabsatUme^l  military  reservation » 114 
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PrMfliptioii  dlriiioa  (G),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 2W-240 

entry,  sales  of  land  sabject  to 333 

Pretcott,  Ariz.,  basiness  transacted  in  district  land  office  at T!t 

luid  district,  statement,  by  coonties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  iinap- 

•propriated  lands  in 131 

Preiidio  Military  Beserre,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 197 

PrlTste  cash  enMes  receiTed  for  record 96 

entry,  sales  of  land  sul^ectto 333 

land  claims,  court  of 238 

estimate  of  appropriation  for  survey  of 274 

(smallholding) 238,339 

dlTlslon  (G),  Qoneral  Land  Office,  report  of 236-249 

scrip,  lands  entered  with 33^ 

Procter  Landing,  La.  (military  reservation) 200 

Proof  in  homestead  cases,  certificate  of  officer  authorised  to  take  (cirealar  of  Feb.  26, 1897) Itt 

Protection  of  public  lands xii. 68,349 

estiro ate  of  appropriation  req oired  for 265 

Island,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Pnblle  and  Indian  lands  disposed  of  from  1885  to  1807,  inolusive 260 

auction,  sales  of  lands  at 333 

docnments uu 

domain vii 

a|>portionment  of  lands  comprising  the,  among  the  various  States  and  Territories,     tii 

table  showing  status  of  tiie,  on  June  80,  1897,  by  Slates  and  Territories ix 

forests XIII,  71-« 

Oommissioner  recommends  legislation  with  regard  to 71-79, 82 

land  States  and  Territories,  historical  and  statistical  table  of. 19S 

lands,  amount  paid  to  States  from  net  proceeds  of  sales  of. 2S3 

arid,  donation  of,  to  States 57,221 

cash  receipts  from  sales  of,  during  fiscal  year 6.257 

fh>m  July  1, 1884,  to  June  80, 1897 261 

sales  of 4,255 

certification  of,  granted  for  educational  and  other  purposes 13-15,237 

disposal  of,  during  fiscal  year 4,256,333-341 

entries  and  selections  of,  made  during  fiscal  year  (oomparative  statement) 8 

estimate  of  appropriation  for  collecting  revenue  from  sales  of Ifi 

protecting 265 

sarveying 272-274 

expenses  incident  to  the  disposal  of 7,341 

fees  and  commissions  received  on  entries,  selections,  etc.,  of 6. 256, 831 

Pnblic  lands,  final  entries  of,  pending 16 

forest  fires  on 80-83 

investigation  of  fraudulent  entries  of 68 

patents  issued  for 10-15,90 

protection  of xii,68,346 

estimate  of  appropriation  required  for 265 

statement  showing  amount  of  surveyed  and  unsnrveyed 194 

surveys  of xii,17-<54 

timber  on 351 

vacant  June  80,  1807 128-102 

(recapitulations) 17.100-192 

dtTislon(C),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 04-102 

schools  of  the  United  States,  table  showing  growth  of  the LVin 

sarreys 17-54 

division  (E),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 198-306 

timber,  depredations  upon 71-72 

permits  to  cut 351 

use  of,  repeal  or  modification  of  laws  granting  special  privileges  with  reference 

to,  rpcomroended -. 72-78 

Paeblo,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 289 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 144 

PagetKonnd,  Wash,  (abandoned  military  reservations  on) 122 

(military  reservation  on) 201 

Payallap  Indian  Commission xxix 

Pyramid  Lake  Indlani,  Nevada xxux 
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Five  CItUIxchI  Tribei  CoBUHUtioa,  report  of  the cxvii 

reBolution  of  the  national  conncil  of  the  Muscogee  ox  Creek 
Ifadon  n^ecting  the  agreement  between  its  commissioners 

and  the cxxxjx 

Flac  Islaad,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 198 

Florida,  business  transacted  at  district  land  office  in 290 

existing  military  reservations  in 198 

pareluifle  from  Spain,  February  22, 1819 viii 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 374-377 

statement,  by  counties  and  Iwad  district,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappropri- 
ated kmds  in 146 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 112 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 22 

Foreelosare  ralta  against  the  Union  and  Kansas  divisions  of  the  Union  Pafdflc  Kail  way ui 

Forest  fires xm,  80-83 

warning  posters..: 81 

reserrailOBi xiii,  83-86 

appropriations  sufficient  to  give  effect  to  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for 

protecting,  recommended xv,  79, 82-83, 266 

eatimate  of  appropriation  required  for  protecting  and  administering 266 

rules  and  regulations  governing cix 

survey  of,  by  the  Geological  Survey lv 

Forests,  public 71-<86 

legislation  relative  to,  recommended xv,  71-79, 82 

Forfeited  railroad  lands,  extension  of  time  of  jmyment  for  (act  of  Feb.  18, 1897) 99 

Fort  Abraham  Llneola,  K.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 119 

AnostroBg,  111.  (military  reservation) 199 

Asslnnlboloe,  Mont,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117 

(military  reservation) 201 

Barraaeas,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 198 

Bajard,  K  Mex.  (military  reservation) 202 

Belknap  Indian  Beierre,  Mont xxxviii 

Bidwell,  CaL  (abandoned  military  reservation) < Ill 

Boise,  Idaho  (military  reservation) 199 

Brady,  Mich,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 115 

(military  reservation) 200 

Bridger,  Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 123 

Brooke,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 112 

Baford,  Mont,  and  N .  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 119 

Batler,  K.  Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 118 

Cameron,  Utah  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 

Cllnek,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservalion) 112 

(military  reservation) : 198 

CcBwr  d' Alene,  Idaho,  winter  pasturage  (abandoned  military  i  eservation) 113 

Colvllle,  Wash,  (abandonecl  military  reservation) 122 

Craig,  N.  Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 118 

Crittenden,  Utah  (abandonetl  military  reservation) 121 

CnmBiing8,N.  Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 119 

Cnster,  Mont,  (military  reservation) 201 

D.  A.  Bnssell,  Wyo.  (military  reservation) 205 

Dodge,  Kans.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Donglas,  Utah  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 

.    (military  reservation) 203 

DnChene,  Utah  (military  reservation) 203 

Elliott,  Tex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 

Ellis,  Mont,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 116 

Fotterman*  Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 123 

Fred  Steele,  Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 123 

Xatlonal  Cemetery,  Wyo.  (military  reservation) 205 

dalnes,  Ala.  (military  reservation) 197 

dlbson,  Ind.  T.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Hall,  Idaho  (military  reservation) 199 

Hall  Indian  Beserratlon,  irrigation  on  the xxix 

negotiations  with  the  Indiana  of  the xxix 

Halleck,  Nev.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 118 

Haneoek,  Tex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 

INT  97 30 


466  INDEX. 

Fort  Hutsnff,  Nebr.  (alMUidoned  military  reaervation) 127 

Ha7S,  Kane .  (abandoned)  military  reservation Uj 

HiU,  or  HoBterej,  Cal.  (military  reservation) Hj 

Hnaehnca,  Aris.  (military  reservation) U- 

JacksoB,  La.  (military  reservation) 201 

Jefferson,  Fla.  (military  reservation) Ilg 

Japiter,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) j  12 

Keofh,  Mont  (military  reservation) ^ 

Klaaatk,  Oreg.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 131 

Laraade,  "Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) ^_  134 

(military  reservation) jffi 

Leareaworth,  Kans.  (military  reservation) m 

Mo.  (military  reservation) 20I 

Lewis,  CJolo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) m 

LlrlnffstOB,  La.  (military  reservation) 20^ 

Lowell,  Ariz,  (abandoned  military  reservation) ., ^Id 

LjoB,  Colo,  (abandoned  military  reservation) U3 

HeDermlt,  Nev.  and  Oreg.  (abandoned  military  reservation) .', 118,  ISS 

HeKlBBejr,  Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Uj 

Macomb,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservation) H4 

(military  reservation) ^ 

HePhersoB,  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117 

National  Cemetery,  Nebr.  (military  leservation) 301 

HcBae,  N.  Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) HI 

XcBee,  Fla.  (military  reservation) igg 

HagiBBis,  Mont,  (abandoned  military  reservation) H^ 

Marcj,  N.Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) HI 

Marlon,  Fla.  (military  reservation) m 

Meade,  S.  Bak.  (military  reservation) 31^ 

Mlssonla,  Mont,  .(military  reservations) 291 

MoBterej,  or  Hill,  CaL  (military  reservation) 1J7 

Morgaa,  Ala.  (military  reservation) 117 

Niobrara,  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117 

(military  reservation) 292 

PemblBa,  N.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) HI 

PIckeBS,  Fla.  (military  reservation) llg 

Pike,  La.  (military  reservation) 208 

Bandall,  Nebr.and  S.Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117,121 

Bice,  N.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 12o 

Riley,  Kans.  (military  reservation) 2n 

Ripley,  Minn,  (abandoned  military  reaervation) HC 

RoblnsoB,  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 117 

Rt.  Marks,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

St.  Philip,  La.  (military  reservation) 200 

Sanders,  Wyo.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 1J4 

Sedgwick,  Colo,  and  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Selden,  N.Mex.  (abandoned military  reservation) 119 

Kherman,  Idaho  (military  reaervation).. 190 

Sidney,  Nebr.  (abandoned  military  reservation) llg 

Sill,  Okla.  (military  reservation) 203 

SIssetOB,  S.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ul 

Smith  National  Cemetery,  Ark.  (military  reservation) 1^7 

SnelllBg,  Minn,  (military  reservation) : 281 

Spokane,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 201 

StantOB,  N.  Mex.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 119 

StellacooB,  Waab.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 18 

Stevens.    (Sm  Polat  Adams,  Oreg.) 

StereBSOB,  N.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 139 

SnUlTan,  Me.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 115 

SbUj,  S.  Dak.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 

Snaner  Post  Cemeterj,  N.  Mex.  (military  reservation) 203 

Supply,  Okla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 130 

Thomas,  Ari«.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 110 

disposal  of  (iDStructlona  of  July  I6.  1896) .       M 
ThorabBrg,  Utah  (abandoned  military  lesorvation) 18 
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Fort  Three  Tree  Potat,  Wuh.  faUitary  neenration) 204 

Union,  V.  Hex.  (military  reserration) 202 

Taneo^Tor,  Wash,  (military  reaervatten) 204 

Terde,  Ariz,  (abandoned  military  reser^alkii) 110 

Wadeworth.    (See  Fort  Siaseton,  S.  Bak.) 

Wallace,  Kana.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 114 

Walla  Walla,  Waah.  (abandoned  military  reaervation) 123 

(military  rea^rvation) 204 

Waehakle,  Wyo.  (military  reeervation) 205 

Wayne,  Mich,  (military  reeervation) 201 

Whl pple,  Ari z .  (military  reeervation) 197 

WilUna,  Mich,  (abandoned  military  reeervation): ; 115 

Wln^te,  N.  Mex.  (military  reeervation) 202 

Wood,  La.    (8m  Fort  Macomb,  La.  (abandoned  military  reaorvation).) 

Tama,  Cal.  (abandoned  military  reeervation) Ill 

Fonlweather  Point,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

FoaadllDgs,  Washington  (D.C-)  Hospital  for o 

Fragmentary  rarreye 42-44 

Fnvdulent  Creek  warraate xxxii 

Indian  allotmenta 09 

land  entries,  in  vest!  gation  of 68 

Freedaien'a  Hospital  and  Aijlnn,  summary  of  report  of  the  surgeon  in  chief  of  the xoyiii 

O. 

G  (preemption,  desert-land  claim,  etc.,  division),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 230-240 

Oadsden  parehaie  from  Mexico.  December  30, 1853 viii 

GalneiTllle,  Fla.,  business  transacted  in  the  district  land  office  at 290 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  In 146 

General  Grant  If  atlonal  Park,  anmmary  of  report  of  the  acting  auperintendent  of  the Lxxxvii 

General  Instructions  (to  survey ora-general) 205 

General  Land  Office vii 

detailed  atatementof  business  of 87-354 

estimates  of  appropriationa  required  for,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June30,  1899 264-274 

number  of  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  aalariea  paid ly 

summary,  by  the  Secretary,  of  the  report  of  the  Commiasioner  of  the. . .  vii-xxi 

Goologieal  Sirrej liv 

number  of  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid iv 

summary  of  work  of  the liv 

aurvey  of  forest  reserves  by  the lv 

Indian  Territory  by  the Lvx 

GilaB«id  Reserve,  Aria xxxv 

Glenwood  Springs,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 286 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 142 

Goldon  Boek  Island.    (Ste  Bed  Bock  Island,  Cal.) 

Goose  Island,  Waah.  (military  reservation) 204 

GoTenunent  Directors  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company l 

Hospital  for  the  Insane xciv 

number  of  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid . .         v 

summary  of  report  of  the xcv 

Gradaation  act,  entries  under 335 

Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 312 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 174 

Grand  Terre  Island,  La.  (abandoned  military  reservation  at  eastern  end  of) 114 

Grand  Tower  Bock,  Mo.  (military  reservation) 201 

Grant  County,  Nebr.,  resurvey  of 46 

Island,  Ala.  (military  reservation) 197 

Gruita  in  aid  of  education,  etc 237 

railroad  land 54-56 

certified  or  patented 11,209 

river-improvement,  lands  certified  to  states  under 235 
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CIninti,  Bohool  and  edaoational 13-13t»? 

statement  showing  amoonte  acomedand  paid  to  certain  Statos  on  aoooontof. :...  30 

tirajrling,  Mich.,  baaineaa  tranaacted  in  district  land  office  at gi 

land  district,  atatement,  by  counties,  ahowing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in  in 

Greenwood  Iiland,  Miss,  (abandoned  military  reeerration) m 

tireer  Coaaty,  Okla.,  Mangom  establisbed  as  a  district  land  office  in IS 

settlement  and  entry  of  lands  in 9^Wi 

status  of  lands  in 171 

tiannisoa,  Ck>lo.,  boainess  traniactod  in  district  land  office  at jjT 

land  district,  statement,  by  ooonties,  showing  are*  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in lU 

Oathrie,  Okla.,  boainess  transacted  in  district  land  office  at jU 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unsp- 

propziated  lands  in \ Ij5 


H  (contest  division),  Gisneral  Land  Office,  report  of 2I1-9M 

Hallej,  Idaho,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 292 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in ng 

HamptOB  Instltate,  Virginia,  special  appropriation  for jin 

HarrisoB,  Ark.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  offioeat 271 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  nnap- 

priated  lands  in lH 

HailoTer  Caaal,  Fla.  (military  reservation) igg 

Hearings,  oompulsory  attendance  of  witnesses  at ^ 

Helena,  Mont.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at jOS 

land  district,  statement,by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in U5 

Heron  Island,  Ala.  (military  reservation) 117 

Historical  and  statlstleal  table,  showing  area  of  States  and  Territories,  the  date  of  acta  organ- 
ising Territories,  etc 19$ 

Homestead  cask  entries US 

entries,  commutationa  of. S4 

(circular  of  July  9, 181MS) M 

(final),  made  during  fiscal  year 337 

number  of  (and  area  oovered  thereby)  made  from  the  paasage  of  the 

homestead  act  (May  SO,  188S)  to  June  a(»,  1897 9f 

(original),  lands  segregated  by 3J7 

of  the  Winnebago  Indians,  investigated  and  disposed  of xxnn 

entry,  soldier's  additional,  decision  relative  to IAS 

patents n 

proof,  certificate  of  officer  authorised  to  take  (droular  of  Feb.  28, 1807) lOS 

Hoods  Head,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 9M 

Hooker  Coaaty,  Kebr.,  resurvey  of 46 

Hon  Island,  Miss,  (sbandoned  military  reservation) 119 

Hospital  fbr  the  insane xav 

Hot  Springs  Military  Kaserre,  Ark.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ill 

Heserfatloa,  Arkansas,  summary  of  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the lxxux 

Howard  rnlvsrstty,  summary  of  report  of  the  preaMent  of  the,  with  recommendationa xcvii 

HafO«CtUo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 287 

land  district^  statement,  by  counties,  ahowlng  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 143 

Himbaldt^  Cal..  buMness  transacted  in  diatriet  land  o8ke  at 271 

land  diatrtct.  atatemont,  by  conntiea,  showing  arsaof  appropriated  and  nnap- 

pntprialed  lands  in 19S 

Hants?llle«  A)a..buaine«s  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 275 

Und  district  change  In  boondaryof. ISI 

•tatetteat,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  nnap- 

proprialed  laada  in 19 

Naraa«  S.  Ilak.,  huAintaA  transacte«i  in  district  Und  office  at 318 

Uad  dialrkt,  statements  by  ««»unties.  «bowing  arsaof  apprapriated  and  naappro- 

pristed  ImmIs  in 1* 

H«rrifMelsla»d,  Ala.  and  Miss.  ^miUtaiyiveervatloa) l»I 
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IdAko,  bnainew  truisacted  at  district  Und  offices  in 201-293 

classification  of  certain  mineral  lands  in  (act  of  Feb.  26,  1805) 65.207 

existing  military  reservations  in 199 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 378-383 

atatement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  aud  unappropri- 
ated lands  in U7 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 113 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 23 

Illegal  and  flraadalent  Indian  allotneats 09 

lUlnoii,  business  transacted  in  land  district  of 830 

existing  military  reservation  in 199 

Indebtedness  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  companies  to  the  United  States xlviii 

lademnlty,  swsmp  land 248 

Indepeadenee,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 279 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in. 135 

Index  system,  necessity  of,  for  the  recorder's  office,  General  Land  Office 92 

Indian  Allkirs,  summary  of  report  of  the  Commissioner  of xx i  v 

agents,  liability  of,  on  their  official  bonds  for  private  funds  of  Indians xuv 

aUotment  division  (G),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 236-24U 

allotaieBts,  Commissioner  recommends  that  Land  Office  be  given  exclusive  Jurisdiction 

over 61 

iUegal  and  fraudulent 69 

lands  disposed  of  by 339 

received  for  record 96 

and  mlscellaneoaa  patents 13,238 

cash  entries  received  for  reoord 96 

contract  schools,  appropriations  for xxvi 

depredation  claims xxxiv 

fisheries  in  Washington xuii 

homestead  entries  received  for  record 96 

lands  disposed  of  during  fiscal  year 5, 256, 259 

leasing  of xxxii 

liability  of  registers  and  receivers  on  their  bonds  for  the  proceeds  arising  from  the 

sale  of XIX 

railroad  across,  in  Oklahoma xxxiii 

rightof  way  through,  granted  by  Congress xxxin 

set  apart  for  m  i  ssion  ary  societies xxx  li  i 

Olllee,  number  of  employees,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid IT 

population  of  the  United  States xxrv 

reienrationt,  irrigation  on xxix 

logging  on xxxni 

scare  at  Camas  Prairie,  Idaho xxxvi 

service,  appropriations  for  the xxv 

Terrltorj,  Intruders  in  the xxxvu 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservation  in 113 

subdi visional  sun-ey  s  of  the,  by  the  Geological  Survey lvi 

summary  of  report  of  the  mine  inspector  of  the Lxxvii 

traniportatloa  contracts xli v 

tribes,  negotiations  with xxix 

Indiana,  business  transacted  in  land  district  of 330 

ladlans,  allotment  of  land  and  issue  of  patents  to xxvi 

condition  of  the xxiv 

education  of  the xxv 

exhibition  of xxxiv 

sale  of  liquor  to xxxiii 

Winnebago,  disposition  of  homestead  entries  of  the xxviii 

Inspecting  mines  i  n  the  Territories,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 265 

Inspectors,  estimate  of  appropriation  for  expenses  of 264 

of  coalmines  in  the  Territories Lxxvii 

lastmctlons  to  surveyors-general 205 

and  laws  relating  to  lands 9&-106 

Intmden  in  the  Indian  Territory xxxvii 

lows,  area  of  appropriated  lands  in '     148 

bosiness  transaotod  at  district  land  office  in 293 
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Ironton,  Mo.,  buBineaatransftoted  in  district  land  (rfBoe  at 300 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 163 

IrrigaUoa xvn,  5d,  218-221 

law  known  as  the  Carey  Act  should  be  amended xvii,  57 

on  Indian  reserrations xxix 

Island  (unnamed),  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

In  Hlssonrl  BiTer,  Mo.  (abandoned  military  reserration) lie 

snrreya 42-44 

Issue  of  patents  for  lands  disposed  of 10-16.  9j 

jr. 

Jackson,  Dr.  Sheldon,  general  agent  of  edacation  in  Alaska,  report  of,  regarding  his  work cxu 

Jaeksoit  Miss.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 299 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro> 
prlated  lands  in 159-161 


K  (division  of  swamp  lands).  General  Land  Office,  report  of 245-251 

Kalispell,  Mont.,  land  district,  notice  of  creation  of 125 

statement,   by   counties,   showing   area    of  appropriated    and 

unappropriated  lands  in 166 

Kansas,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 291 

existing  military  reservations  in ■ .,. .  199 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 149-152 

status  of  abandoned  military  res6r>''ations  in 113 

tmst  and  dlmlalBhed-reserTe  lands  (Kansas)  disposed  of 2S0 

Kansas  Pacific  Ballroad,  indebtedness  of  the,  to  the  United  States xltui 

Key  West,  or  Thompson  Island,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 199 

Shoals,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 19J 

Kingfisher,  Okla.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 31t 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  un> 

appropriated  lands  in 176 

Klamath  lands  (Cal.)  disposed  of 259 

Klamath  Indian  Beserre,  Oreg.,  boundary  of  the xl 

Indians  entitled  to  compensation  for  lands  erroneously  excluded 

flromthe xl 

li. 

li  (division  of  drafting).  General  Land  Office 63 

report  of 252 

Lac  Conrt  d'Oreilles  Beserratloi,  logging  on  the xxxiii 

Lacdtt  Flambeau  Besenratlon,  logging  on  the xxxiii 

La  Costa.    (See  Cayo  Costa  Island,  Fla.) 

Lagrande,  Oreg.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 316 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in 177 

Lakevlew,  Oreg.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 316 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 177 

Lamar,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 236 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in , 141 

Land  concessions  to  States  and  corporations  for  railroad,  wagon  road,  canal,  and  river  improve- 
ment purposes  to  June  30, 1897 22S-S35 

grants,  railroad 54_56 

districts,  statement  by,  showing  area  of  lands  appropriated  and  unappropriated 129-192 

ofllees,  list  of  district,  July  1, 1897 126 

Lander,  Wyo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 329 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 189 

Land  Ofllee.    (See  General  Land  Ofllee.) 

Lands  in  the  United  Statas,  area  of;  appropri.ited,  reserved,  vacant,  etc ix,  12&-193 
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Ludi  patented  or  oertifled  to  railroads  daring  fiscal  year 209 

Lai  Cmeet,  K.  Hex.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 309 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 171 

Laws  and  Instmctlons  relating  to  public  lands,  etc 96-108 

relating  to  public  forests  which  require  amendment xv 

Leadvllle,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 288 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 144 

Leasing  of  Indian  lands xxxii 

Leeeh  Lake  BeMrratlon  (Cbippewa  ceded  lands),  condition  of  examinations  under  act  of  Jan. 

14,1889 105 

Lewiston,  Idaho,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 293 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 

priated  lands  in 148 

Lewlstown,  Mont.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 302 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 106 

Llabilltj  of  Indian  agents  on  their  official  bonds  for  private  funds  of  Indians XLiv 

registers  and  receivers  on  their  bonds  for  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  Indian 

lands XIX 

Library,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 264 

Limestone  Beaenratlon,  Mont,  (military  reserration) 201 

Lincoln  Institution,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  special  appropriation  for xxvi 

LIneoliiy  Nebr.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 806 

land  district,  statement,  by  conntiee,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in .' 167 

Llatof  abandoned  military  reserratlons 106-109 

existing  military  reaerratlona  in  public  land  States  and  Territoriea 197-205 

United  States  diatrlct  land  offleea,  July  1,1897 126 

Little  Boek,  Ark.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 278 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 133-135 

Barracks,  or  Arsenal,  Ark.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 110 

Local  landoHlces,  business  transacted  at 275-330 

change  in  boundary  of,  and  estaldishmen  t  of  new  offices 124 

estimate  of  appropriation  required  for 265 

expensesof 258 

fees  and  commissions  collected  at  the  several 331-333 

listof,  July  1,1807 126 

reports  of,  as  to  vacant  public  lands,  etc 128-192 

Locations  and  entries,  by  classes,  received  for  record  during  fiscal  year 96 

Logging  on  Indian  reservations xxxiii 

liOpea  Island,  Wash,  (military  reservation  on) 203 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 280 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 136 

Louisiana,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  at 296 

existing  military  reservations  in 200 

pnrehasefrom  France vin 

reportof  surveyor-general  of 384-387 

statement,  by  parishes  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in...- 152-154 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 114 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 24 

m. 

H  (division  of  accounts),  General  Land  Office,  reportof 254-341 

HcCook,  Kebr.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 805 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 168 

Maine,  status  of  abandoned  military  reservation  in 115 

I,  Okla.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 314 

land  district,  statement  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappropriated  lands 

In 176 
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Hangvm,  Okla.,  notice  of  establishment  of  district  land  office  at 12S 

Haps  of  certain  States  and  Territories,  recompilation  and  reproduction  of 63, 252 

the  United  States,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 265 

for  1896, 1897, 1898 63,292 

Marine  Islands,  Cal.  (military  reservation) in 

Maritime  Canal  Company  of  Nicaragna cr 

Marqnette,  Mich.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 297 

land  district,  statement,  by  oonnties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 156 

Marrowstone  Pointy  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Manhall,  Minn.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 296 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 157 

Marjland  School  for  the  Blind c 

Marjsrille,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 280 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 136 

Mataa sas  Inlet,  Fla.  ( military  reservation) 196 

Menomonee  Beserratlon,  logging  on  the xxxni 

Metlakahtla  Indians Lxm 

Mexican  cession,  treaty  of  Feb.  2, 1848 Tin 

Michigan,  business  transacted  atdistrict  land  offices  in 296 

existing  military  reservations  in 200 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 164-lfifl 

status  of  abandoned  milituy  reservations  in 115 

Miles  City,  Mont.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 308 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  ahowing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 161 

MOltary  bonntj-land  warrants 16,01 

issues  and  locations  of,  to  June  30, 1807 91 

lands  entered  with 338 

located 16 

patents  issued  on 90 

Military  reservations,  abandoned.    (See  Abandoned  military  reservations.) 

existing  in  the  public-land  States  and  Territories 197-905 

wagon  roads,  lands  certified  or  patented  to  States  for,  to  June  30, 1897 233 

Mill-site  patents  issued 343 

Mine  inspectors,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 286 

Mineral  and  coal  land  laws,  decisions  and  rulings  under 347 

applications 846 

division  (K)  General  Land  Office 64 

report  of 342-348 

land  entry,  limitation  as  to  amount  of  land  recommended 66,346 

lands,  in  Montana  and  Idaho,  estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  classification  of . . .      267 

sales  of 334 

patents 10,343 

protests 941 

MInlmam  price  of  land  sin  abandoned  military  reservations  fixed  at  |1 .25  per  acre 98 

Mining  claims  in  npi>er  Yukon  district,  Alaska xvii,  66, 345 

relinquishments  of  small  tracts xvin,  65, 345 

laws,  modifications  of,  recommended xnii,  65-67, 345-347 

Minnesota,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 297 

existing  military  reservations  in 201 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 388 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  district,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in ^. 156-150 

statusof  abandoned  military  reservation  in 116 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 25 

Mlnot,  N. Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  olliceat 312 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  sliowing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 

propri ated  lands  in 174 

Mlscellaneons  entries  made  during  fiscal  year 4, 2S6, 340 

patents,  Indian  and 13, 238 

Missionary  societies,  Indian  lands  set  apart  for xxxin 

Mississippi,  business  transacted  at  district  land  office  in 
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Mistltrippi,  existing  militaiy  reaeryationi  in 197 

stalement,  by  ooontiea  and  land  district,  sLowing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 159-101* 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 116 

■Itioala,  Mont.,  bnainess  tranaaoted  in  district  landoiBceat 303 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 166 

MlMoari,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 300 

existing  military  reservations  in 201 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  disMota,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 161-164 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservation  in 116 

HltelMll,  S.  Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 320 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 180 

Moataaa,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 301 

classification  of  certain  mineral  lands  in  (act  of  Feb.  26, 1806) ^ 65,267 

existing  military  reservations  in 201-203 

notice  of  creation  of  another  land  district  in,  with  office  at  Kalispell 125 

report  of  anrveyor-genend  of : . .  390-400 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  urea  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 164-166 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 116 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 26-20 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 275 

land  district,  change  in  boundary  of 124 

statement,  by  countiesi  shoving  area  of  appropriated  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in 129-131 

Xontroae,  Colo.,  bnsineas  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 289 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 144 

Honnt  Whitney,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 198 

Mallet  K«y,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 198 

Mansee  Indiana  in  Kansas xxxvin 

Wisconsin xliii 

Masecgee  or  Creek  Nation,  resolution  of  the  national  council  of  the,  rejecting  the  agreement 

entered  into  between  its  representatives  and  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Commission,  etc cxxxix 

Masecgee,  Oklahoma  and  Western  Ballroad,  right  of  way  through  Indian  allotments  in  Okla- 
homa granted  to  the XXXIII 

N. 

K  (mineral  diviaion),  (General  Land  Office 64 

report  of 342-848 

Natehitoekes,  La.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 296 

land  district,  statement,  by  parishes,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  in 152 

.  National  eeaietsrj  of  Caster's  battlefield,  Mont,  (military  reservation) 201 

parks  snd  resenratlons lxxix 

Nari^o  Indian  Be8erTatlon,irrigationon  the xxix 

Indians  i  n  A rizona,  assault  upon xxx v 

Nebraska,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 'Mi-dOl 

existing  military  reservations  in 201 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 166-170 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 117 

Necessity  of  an  Index  system  for  the  recorder's  office.  General  Land  Office 92 

Nee-ah  Harbor,  Straits  of  Jnan  de  Fnea,  Wash,  (military  reservations  on) 204 

Nevada,  business  transacted  at  district  land  office  in 306 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 401 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  district,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 170 

statusof  abandoned  military  reservations  in 118 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 29-31 

New  Mexico,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 308-310 

existing  military  reservations  in 202 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 403-414 
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New  Mexico,  report  (eammary  of  tbe)  of  the  gorenior  of uro 

mine  inspector  of uxte 

statement^  byconntieeandlMid  dietriotJi,  showing  area  of  appn>pmted  and  cb^ 

proprikted  lands  in 17. 

status  of  abandoned  militaiy  reservations  in Uj 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of --.... 3143 

New  Orleaaii,  La.,  buainess  transacted  in  district  office  at S 

land  district,  statement,  by  parishes,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  m^ 

propiiated  lands  in jS.134 

New  York  Indians mn 

laada  (Kans.)  disposed  of g 

Nicaragua  Canal  Construction  Company cr 

North  Dakota,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  at ., 3B-B2 

report  of  surveyor-general  of Uj 

statement,  by  oonnties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  asd 

unappropriated  lands  in 15.J35 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in IH 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of g 

North  Key,  Fla.  (military  reservation) IS 

North  Platle,  Nebr.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at m 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  awi 

unappropriated  lands  in n 

North  Taklma,  Wash.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 32 

land  district,  statement,  by  oountiea,  showing  area  of  appropriated  asd 

una])propriated  landsin ys 

O. 

Office  of  Assistant  Attomey-€eneral  for  the  Depsrtaient it,lx,cilt 

Education i^m 

Indian  Aflhirs iv.xxn 

Ballroad  Allkin ir.xLni 

Oll*plpe Uses,  rightof  way  for 22 

OUahOMSy  business  transacted  at  district  laud  offices  in 3U-315 

existing  military  reservation  in JK 

Oreer  County,  Mangum  established  as  a  district  land  office  in IS 

settlement  and  entry  of  lands  in gMtt 

report  (summary  of  the)  of  the  governor  of Lxni 

rightof  way  through  Indian  lands  in,  granted ttthi 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appit>priated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 1:5 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in ISt 

(city),  Okla.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at S14 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  aod 

unappropriated  lands  in lil 

Station,  Okla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) Ul 

Old  Caaip  Grant,  Aria,  (abandoned  military  reservation) m 

Old  Powder  House  Lot,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Olyvpim,  Wash.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at SS 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in  183 

Omaha  lands  (Kebr.)  disposed  of. » 

0*Neill,  Nebr.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 301 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in IM 

Oreiron,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 315-318 

existing  military  reservations  in SOS 

roportof  surveyor-general  of 417-411 

statementt  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  nnapropri- 

ated  lands  in ITMIi 

stat-usof  abandoned  military  reservations  in 130 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of. 31 

City,  Oreg.,  business  transacted  in  diatrict  land  office  at S17 

land  distriet>  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  sad 

unappropriated  lands  In 1TB 

Original  satriM,  pending  and  raoslTsd M 
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OiiglBAl  eitiiei,  received  for  record  during  flscal  year 96 

Oaage  ceded  lands  (KaDR.)  diaposed  of 250 

tmst  and  diHtnlBhed-reierre  landiiKana.)  disposed  of 250 

Otoe  and  HlMOula  buidi  (Ifebr.)  disposed  of 250 

I 
P. 

P  (division  of  special  service),  Qeneral  Land  Office 88-86 

report  of 340-354 

Paeifle  Ballroad  companlei,  indebtedness  of  the,  to  tbeTJnitecl  States xlviii 

Pagoaa  Springs,  Colo,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 112 

Palmetto  Kej,  Fla.  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

Parks  and  resenrattons,  national lxxix 

Patent  Olllee xlv 

number  of  employees  of  the,  and  anionnt  of  salaries  paid rv 

receipts  and  expenditures  of  the xlv 

recommendation  that  provision  be  made  for  increase  of  the  clerical  force  of  the. . .  XLvn 

summary  of  work  of  the xlv 

Patents  issued  for  lands  disposed  of x,  10-15,00 

agricultural x,  10,00 

Indian  and  miscellaneous xi,  13,288 

mUl  site,  mineral,  and  coal xi.  10, 843 

railroad xi,  11,200 

swampland xi,  12,247 

Payment  fbr  forfiBlted  railroad  lands,  extension  of  time  of  (act  Feb.  18, 1807) 00 

Payments,  supplemental 335 

Pension  agencies,  recommendation  that  suspension  of  the  order  of  February  6,  1807,  consoli- 
dating the,  be  continued  indefinit^y xxii 

appeals xxiv 

claims  awaiting  abjudication xxn 

examining  sargeons iv 

Olllee,  number  of  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid iv 

summary  of  the  work  of  the xxi 

rolls,  names  added  to  the,  and  names  dropped xxi 

Pensions xxi 

appropriation  for  the  paym ent  of xxi i 

recommendation  by  the  Commissioner  of,  that  a  law  be  enacted  providing  that  no  pen- 
sion shall  be  granted  to  the  widow  of  any  soldier  who  shall  hereafter  marry xxn 

table  showing  the  disbursements  for,  also  fees  for  examining  surgeons,  cost  of  dis- 
bursement, salaries,  and  other  expenses  of  the  Pension  Bureau,  and  number  of  pen- 
sioners on  the  rolls  each  year  from  July  1, 1865,  to  June  30, 1807 xxin 

Peoria  and  Miami  Besenre,  Ind.T xxxviii 

Permlasloa  to  nse  right  of  way  for  electrical  purposes 222 

tramroads,  canals,  and  reservoirs 221 

Permits  to  cut  public  timber xiil  70, 351 

Perry,  Okla.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 315 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in  176 

Petit  Bols  Blane  Island,  Ala.  and  Miss,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 1 16 

Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 320 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in  180 

Pikes  Peak  signal  station,  Colo,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 112 

Plats  of  snrrey,  estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  reproducing 266 

Point  Adams  (Fort  Stevens),  Oreg.  (military  reservation) 202 

Defiance,  Wash,  (military  reservation) ^ 204 

HadsoB,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Loma  (San  Diego),  Cal.  (military  reservation) 107 

Roberts,  Wash,  (abandoned  military  reservation) 122 

San  J  0 se ,  CaL  (m  ili tary  reservation) 107 

Wilson,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Ponealands  (Nebr.)  disposed  of 250 

Port  Angeles  and  1!dla  Hook,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 203 

Porterileld  scrip  patents 00 

warrants 01 

Pottawatonde  Indian  lands,  sale  of xl 
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Preemption  diTUioM  (G),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 236-240 

entry,  sales  of  land  subject  to 333 

Preteott,  Ariz.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  offloeat 276 

land  district,  statement,  by  ooonties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 

•propriated  lands  in 131 

Presidio  Military  ReserTe,  Cal.  (military  r«8ervation) 197 

PrlTste  cash  entries  received  for  record 98 

entry,  sales  of  land  snl^ectto 333 

land  elalnis,  court  of 238 

estimateof  appropriation  for  survey  of 274 

(smallholding) 238,339 

dlTltlOB  (G),  Goneral  Land  Office,  report  of 236-240 

■erip,  lands  entered  with 33d 

Proctor  Loading,  La.  (military  reservation) 200 

Proof  In  hoaiestead  cases,  certificate  of  officer  anthoriiod  to  take  (circular  of  Feb.  20, 1807) IK 

Protection  of  pnbUc  lands xii,6B,349 

estlro  ate  o f  appropriation  required  for 265 

Island,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 2lM 

Pnbllcand  Indian  lands  dispoeed  of  from  1885  to  1807,  inoluaive 300 

auction,  sales  of  lands  at 333 

doennients ui 

domain vn 

apportionment  of  lands  comprising  the,  among  the  vuions  States  and  Territories.     ?ii 

table  showing  status  of  the,  on  June  30, 1807,  by  St  ates  and  Territories ix 

forests XIII,  71-88 

Commissioner  recommends  legislation  with  regard  to 71-79,82 

land  States  and  Territories,  historical  and  statistical  table  of. 196 

lands,  amount  paid  to  States  from  net  proceeds  of  sales  of. 263 

arid,  donation  of,  to  States 57. 221 

cash  receipts  from  sales  of,  during  fiscal  year 6,S7 

fh>mJulyl,  1884,  to  June  30, 1807 261 

sales  of 4,2» 

eertiflcation  of,  granted  for  educational  and  otiier  purposes 13-lS.  237 

disposal  of,  during  fiscal  year 4, 2S5, 332-341 

entries  and  selections  of,  made  during  fiscal  year  (comparative  statement) 8 

estimate  of  appropriation  for  collecting  revenue  from  sales  of 265 

protecting 265 

surveying 272-274 

exi>en8es  incident  to  the  disposal  of 7,341 

fees  and  commissions  received  on  entries,  selections,  etc.,  of 6. 258, 331 

Public  lands,  final  entries  of,  pending 16 

forest  fires  on 80-83 

investigation  of  fraudulent  entries  of 68 

patents  issued  for - 10-1 5, 90 

protection  of xn,  68, 349 

estimate  of  appropriation  required  for 265 

statement  showing  amount  of  surveyed  and  nnsurveyed 194 

surveys  of xii,  17-54 

timber  on 351 

vacant  June  30,  1807 128-102 

(recapitulations) 17.100-192 

diflslon  (C),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 94-192 

schools  of  the  United  States,  table  showing  growth  of  the Lvm 

snrreys 17-64 

division  (E),  General  Land  Office,  report  of 198-206 

timber,  depredations  upon 71-72 

permits  to  cut 351 

use  of,  repeal  or  modification  of  laws  granting  special  privilegea  with  reference 

to,  rf'comroended - 72-78 

Pneblo,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 280 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 144 

PagetNonnd,  Wash,  (abandoned  military  reservations  on) 122 

(military  reservation  on) 204 

Pnyallap  Indian  Commission xxix 

Pyramid  Lake  Indians,  Nevada... xxxix 
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■atre  Bajroa  Pats,  La.  (abandoned  military  rosenratlon  near).!* 114 


»• 


lilroad  aOastMenti,  Sapreme  Court  decisions  relailTa  to 56,211 

aad  wayoDToad  aOattMenti &4,aoft-211 

lands  certified  or  patented  to  States  and  corporations  ap  to  Jane  30, 

1897 226-2M 

lilroad  land  ynats 54-M 

lands  (forfeited),  extension  of  time  of  payment  for  (act  of  Feb.  18, 1897) 99 

patented,  or  certified,  daring  fiscal  year 11,209 

selections,  lands  covered  by xn,339 

pending  Jane  30,  1897 16,223 

lUroad  Olllee,  history  and  dntles  of  tbe xlvii 

nomberof  employees  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid iv 

illroads,  land  concessions  to  States  and  corporations  for 225-235 

right  of  way : 311-218 

diTlslon  (F),  General  Lsnd  Office,  report  of 207-235 

kilway  eonipanles,  right  of  way  granted  to,  under  act  of  Mar.  3, 1875,  and  special  acts 212-218 

^Id  City,  S.  Dak.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 321 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and 

unappropriated  lands  In 181 

fcapltnlatloa  of  area  of  unappropriated  and  unreserved  lands,  by  land  districts,  States,  and 

Territories 190-192 

celpts  aad  dlsbanements,  General  Land  Office 254,257 

commeadatloaa— 

of  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol cii 

Commissioner  of  Education lxiii 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office  (summary) 86 

Commissioner  of  Indian  AflSiirs xxvi 

Commissioner  of  Patents xlvii 

Commissioner  of  Pensions xxii 

governor  of  Alaska lxiv.  lxv 

governor  of  Arisona lxvi 

governor  of  Kew  Mexico lxxi 

governor  of  Oklahoma lxxvii 

mine  inspector  of  Kew  Mexico lxxix 

Illative  to  Alaska xvni,  lxiii 

amendment  of  the  mining  laws xix 

Arkansas  land  claims xvii 

Carey  Act— irrigation  of  desert  lands xvii 

Census  (Twelfth) Liii 

Civil  Service  Commission— contingent  expenses,  stationery,  printing,  and  binding      vi 

contracts  for  transportation  of  Indian  supplies xliv 

Five  Civilised  Tribes xxviii 

forestry  service xiii,  xv 

Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane xcv,  xcvi 

Hot  Springs  Keservation xcii,  xciii 

Howard  University xcviii 

Indians  on  Klamath  Reserve xl 

Wichita  Reservation xxviii 

irrigation  on  Indisn  reservations xxix 

liability  of  Indian  agents  on  their  official  bonds  for  private  funds  of  Indians xlv 

liability  of  receivers  for  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  Indian  lands xx 

Metlakahtla Indians... lxiii 

*'mineralact"of  June8,1878 xv 

mineral  deposits  on  the  Uncompahgre  Reservation xlii 

Patent  Office  clerical  force xlvii 

private  claims  within  the  Yellowstone  National  Park lxxxiv 

protection  of  the  lives  of  coal  miners lxxix 

Pyramid  Lake  Indians xxxix 

Sac  and  Fox  Agency  site,  Oklahoma xl 

Sequoia  National  Park lxxxix 

superintendent  of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane xcvi 

*'timberand stone  act"  of  June3, 1878 xvi 
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Blirlitof  wsyforirrigatioii  purposes 218-221 

oil  pii>e  lines 222 

granted  to  railway  oompanles  (act  of  Har.  3, 1875,  and  special  acts) 212-218 

of  canals  and  reservoirs  (act  of  Mar.3,1891) 219-221 

permission  tonse,  for  electrical  purposes 222 

tramroads,  canals,  and  reservoirs 221 

,     railroads 211-218 

BlTer-lmproTement  grants,  lands  certified  to  States  under 235 

Bock  liland,  111.  (military  reservation) 190 

BowbuTf  9  Ore;:.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 317 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 178 

Boswell,  N.Mex.,  basiness  transacted  in  district  land  offloe  at 309 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 172 

Boaad  Island,  Miss,  (abandoned  military  reservation  on) 1 16 

Ballngs  and  declsloaa  under  mineral  and  coal  land  laws ^ 347 

Bush  Lake  Tallej,  Utah  (abandoned  military  reservation) 121 


Sac  and  Fox  Indian  JLgtmej  site,  Oklahoma,  removal  of xl 

Sacramento,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 281 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 137 

St.  Andrew  Soaad,  Fla.  (military  reservation  on) 198 

St.  Angrastlne,  Fla.  (military  reservations  at) 1 99 

blacksmith's  shop  lot  (abandoned  military  resorvation) 113 

hospital  lot  (abandoned  military  reservation) 113 

St.  Cload,  Hlnn.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 299 

land  district,  statement,  by  oonntiea,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 1 58 

St.  Fnuicia  Barracks,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 199 

St.  Joseph  Bay,Fla.  (military reservation) 199 

S  .  Marji  Falls  Canal,  Mich,  (military  reservation) 200 

Salaries,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 264 

Salarj  of  enstodlan  of  Casa  Grande,  estimate  of  appropriation  for 274 

Sale  of  liquor  to  Indians xxxiii 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 322 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in 182 

Sand  Island,  Oreg.  (military  reservation) 202 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 282 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in 138 

Jnaa  Island,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Pedro  Baj,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 198 

SolltoBay  Point,  Cal.  (military  reservation) 198 

Santa  Fe,  N.  Mex.,  buainess  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 310 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  un- 
appropriated lands  in 172 

Bosa  Island,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 199 

Sonnd,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 199 

School  and  edaeatlonal  grants 13 

land  division  (G),  report  of. 236-240 

Schools  of  the  United  States,  statisticbof  the lviii 

Srrip,  agricultural  college 338 

Chippewa  half-breed 339 

private  land 338 

Kevolutionary  bounty-land 91 

Sioux  half-breed 339 

Seattle,  Wash.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 323 

Seattle,  Wash.,  land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 183 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  decisions  of,  relative  to  adjastraent  of  swamp-land  claims 250 

number  of  employees  in  the  office  of  the,  and  amount  of  salaries  paid.  iv 
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Pafei 

SeleetlOBi)  railrbad  and  wagon  roadf  made  during  fiscal  year xii,; 

pending  June  30,  1897 18,! 

State,  lands  embraced  in 338 

Seminole  Indians  in  Florida xxxyi 

Seqvoia  and  General  Grant  Kationai  Parks,  summary  of  report  of  tbe  acting  superintendent  of 

the,  with  recommendations Lxxzvxi 

81iaw  Island,  Wash,  (military  reservation) 204 

Shairnee  Indian  lands,  Oklahoma,  sale  of '.      xl 

Khip  Island,  Ala.  and  Mlas.  (military  reservation) 197 

BIdBey,  Nebr.f  business  transacted  in  district  luid  office  at 307 

land  district,  atatement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 170 

Slovx  City  and  Padfle  Railway zux 

indebtedness  of  tbe,  to  the  United  States XLvm 

Sloax  half-breed  scrip,  lands  entered  with S39 

patents 90 

lands  (S.  Dak.)  disposed  of 250 

Sitka,  Alaska,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at «. 275 

Small-holding  claims 238,330 

Snake  Key,  Fla.  (military  reservation) 198 

Soldier's  additional  homestead,  ruling  relative  to 103 

SoBth  Dakota,  businesa  transacted  at  district  land  offloes  in 318-321 

existing  military  reservations  in 203 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 420-426 

statement,  by  counties  and  land  districts,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 179 

status  of  abandoned  military  reservations  in 131 

transactions  in  surveying  district  of 38-38 

Southern  Ute  Indians  in  Colorado xxxvi 

Special  agents  employed  in  investigating  fraudulent  entries,  etc 319 

service  dlTision  (P),  General  Land  Office 88-86 

reportof 849-354 

Spokane,  Wash.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 324 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 183 

Springlleld,  Mo.,  businesa  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 301 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 184 

State  desert-land  legregatloBs  (sec.  4,  act  of  Aug.  18, 1894) 221 

selections,  lands  embraced  in 338 

Statement,  by  States,  Territories,  laud  districts,  and  counties,  showing  areaa  of  unappropriated, 

unreserved,  appropriated,  and  xeoerved  lands,  etc 129-192 

showing  amonntof  public  lands  surveyed  and  unsurveyed 194 

States  and  Territories,  historical  and  statistical  table  showing  area  of,  dates  of  acts  organising 

Territories,  etc '. 19S 

Sterling,  Colo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 200 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 145 

Stock-breeding  reservoirs 222 

Stock  bridge  and  Hnnsee  Indians  in  Wisconsin xuii 

Stockton,  Cal.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 282 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  unappro- 
priated lands  in 139 

Stone  and  timber  entries,  disposal  of  laud  by 384 

received  for  record 96 

Stone  qnarrj.  Wis.  (military  reservation) 205 

Sncia  Island,  Wash .  (abandoned  military  reservation) 123 

Sondaace,  Wyo.,  business  transacted  in  district  land  office  at 830 

land  district,  statement,  by  counties,  showiug  area  of  appropriated  and  unap- 
propriated lands  in 189 

Supreme  Conrt  decisions  relative  to  railroad  a^iustments < 58,211 
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wagon-road  selections 224 

Unsnrvejed  public  lands,  statement  showing  amount  of 194 

Utah,  business  transacted  at  district  land  office  in 322 

existing  military  reservations  in 203 

report  of  surveyor-general  of 427-433 

statement,  by  counties,  showing  area  of  appropriated  and  iinappropriated  lands  in 182 
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of  June  14, 1889 105 

Wisconsin,  business  transacted  at  district  land  offices  in 326 

existing  military  reservation  in 205 
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Tosemite  National  Park,  summary  of  report  of  the  acting  superintendent  of  the,  with  recom- 
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